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TO  COLLECT  JJVD  PRESERVE  SOME  iflT  XSV 

WITH  SKBTCHE8  AND  REB^RKS 

ON 


MEN  AND  THINGS,  , 

^jvD  0TBER\^^k^rnra  or  jveolectsd  PiECBtii, 

■-^'      BBLOMVtO  TO  TBS  ^ 

BEVOLUTIONABY  PERIOD  IN  THE  UNITED  STATBfl(  ^ 

WHICH.  RAyPULTy  TIB]nVA«A  IS  TRB 

■ 

ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THEIR  LIBERTIES: 

4 

WITH  A  VIEW 

Fl^jirO  BEPRE6ENT  THE  FEELINGS  THAT  PREVAILED  IN  THE  '^TIMBS  THAT  yRIEft  • 
'  men's  SOULS^"  to  EXCITE  A  LOVE  OF  FREEDOM,  AND  LEAD  THE  PEOPLE 
TolvifilLANCE.    AS  THE  CONDITION  ON  WHICH  IT  IS  GRANTED. 


m 


tm 


DEDICATED  TO  THE 

t 

BT  H.  NILES. 


**CoUecto  rmrMctml.*' 


♦• 


^  BALTIMORE: 
nartD  m>  nnitama  toB  tu  unoa,  it  wiuux  mbb*  toi^. 

(raiGS  Taaai  vollabi;  nt  ■unt.) 


f 


t 

\ 


18jM^ 


•smm  's®^wi(S!  mmi 


UNITED  STATES, 


THIS  VOLUME  OF 


.www^wvxwisiJ^'x  w£>ss^a»  ss^sn^&  ice. 


IS,  BESPBCTFULLT,  BEDICATED) 

>  iV  THK  HOFZ, 

Tbat  they  may  be  encouraged  to  adhere  toWTumplici^  of  Truth, 


'  la  SET  FOHTH   BT  THE 

PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THEIR  FATHERS, 

AND  EUDLATE  THE  NOBLEST  DEEDS  WHEN  TUB 

UBEUTmS  OF  THEIR  COUJrrBVARE  EJ^^IMJiTGEBEB, 

BY  FOREIGN  ENEMIES  OR  DOMESTIC  ENCROACHMENTS;  .;; 

so  THAT  «^^^ 

THE  BLESSINGS  WHICH  THESE  PATRIOTS  WON 
HAT  DESCEND  TO  P03TEB1TY, 

^ad  mtr  Bepvhlic  fmtver  contimu  to  he  ike  Fride  of  Humanity,  anioM  •Asylum  far  lh» 


Br  TBBIX  SmCEME  FXIMKDy 


trlUm",  ■ir^  1S3& 


H.  NttEa. 


^"^^ 


J'* 


PREFATORY. 

it  is  witli  unaffected  diffidence)  that  the  editor  now  presents  his  long;-expeeted  tolume  to 
the  people  of  the  Uitited  States,  from  an  apprehension  that  its  contents  will  not  accord  with 
the  hopes  entertained  bv  those  who  felt  interested  in  the  publication.    Self-love,  or  self-re- 
spect, seems  to  demand  that  some  account  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  this  work  should  be  * 
submitted,  that  the  real  merits  or  demerits  of  the  case  may  be  understooNl.-. 

On  the  '2Sd  of  November,  1816,  a  letter  was  published  in  the  VV*eeklt  Reoister,  (of 
which  the  editor  of  this  work  is  also  the  editor  and  proprietor),  from  an  anonymous  corre»« 
pondent,*  from  which  the  following  is  ah  extract: 

■*Amon{^  the  patriots  whose  efTirtshav '  ttrnded  to  give  ftability  to  our  institutions,  no  one  is  mol*e  en* 
titled  to  the  best  wishes  of  nis  rellow-citize'i%  and  no  one  has  rendered  himself  more  honorably  kiown^ 
than  yourself.    The  steady  zeal  with  which  yon  have  prosecuted  your  valuable  work,  has  nnade  it  as 
«  light  to  the  people,  by  which  they  see  their  true  interests,  and  discover  the  certain  means  of  preserv- 
ing and  improving  their  unparalleled  freedom  and  its  attendant  blessings.    I  am  satisfied  that  you 
take  pleasure  in  tn  American  Offering  you  his  thoughts  on  any  subject  of  a  public  nature,  however 
little  merit  may  be  in  his  suggestions.    I  am,  therefore,  led  to  propose  to  your  consideration  An  un«   ^ 
dertaking  which  no  one  Is  so  well  qualified  to  accomplish  as  yourself—- it  is  to  collect  and  print  hand«  ^ 
somely  a  volume  of  speeches  and  orations  of  our  revolution:  you  can  make  the  supplement  to  one  of  ^ 
your  volumes  stich  a  book.    The  prefent  is  a  most  propitious  period;  the  feelings  and  sentiments  of 
'76  were  never  so  prevalent  as  atfiresent.    The  moment  and  opportunity  may  pais  and  not  irome^.  .«. 
ately  return;  the  events  of  the  lata  war  have  Hliparted  a  glow  of  national  feeling  for  every  thing  Ml^    ^ 
publican.     Let  us  t!ien  avail  ourselves  of  the  circumstance  to  make  some  deep  im^ession.     MThat 
better  impression  can  we  make  than  by  rendering  the  opinions  and  conduct  of  oUr  fathers  familiar?     ^ 
An  opoortunitv  for  such  a  work  exists  now — which,  we  know,  is  but  transient,  as  but  sii  Americaiii^ 
Who  witnessed  the  gfreat  debate  remain.    Now,  can  a  doubt  arise  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  or  Mr.  Adams^ 
or  Mr.  Thompson,  would  not  take  delight  in  furnishing  materials?— the  speeches  themselves,  and'^ 
▼  ew  of  the  proceedings  and  different  characters  of  the  sp^kers.     We  have  one  selection  of  Amerietft' 
speeches,  made  by  a  British  emissary — if  such  men  are  to  select  our  political  lessons,  I  need' not  tell 
^^n  what  must  be  the  opinions  of  the  rising  gentration,  nor  of  their  certain  deg^dation." 

Then  followed  a  promise  to  communicate  sundry  articles,  and  some  hints  of  the  writer  to 
obtain  others. 

This  letter  was  spread  before  tlie  readers  of  the  Registeb  to  gather  public  sentiment  on  thtt 
subject,  and  form  some  opinion,  throtigh  communications  solicited,  of  the  supply  of  matenals 
that  could  be  obtained,  with  very  little  prospect,  at  that  time,  of  accomplishing  the  wishes  of 
my  correspondent,  though  there  was  not  any  want  of  zeal  to  satisfy  them.  I  apprenended 
that  the  supply  of  matter  would  be  short — for  I  had,  mjrself,  been  an  eager  collector  of  such 
things  for  many  years,  and  seemingly  had  some  right  to  judge  of  the  (quantity  that  remained 
for  education  and  improvement,  in  a  recurrence  to  first  principles.  But  it  soon  appeared 
that  many  were  desirous  that  the  collection  should  be  attempted,  and  certain  distinguished 
penbns  held  out  flattcnng  prospects  of  success,  urging  me  forward  by  the  presentiition  of 
motives  which  they  were  pleased  to  think  had  an  irresistible  influence  on  my  conduct:  but 
1  still  hesitated,  because  nf  tlie  deficiency  of  materials,  until  January,  lbl9,  when  it  was  an- 
nounced that  the  volume  would  be  put  to  press  in  an  address  that  contained"  the  annexMl 
remarks: 

*'It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  verv  few  of  the  soul-stirring  orations  and  speeches  of  the  revolu* 
lionary  period  remain  to  claim  the  admiration  of  a  blessed  posterity:  Still,  some  good  things  are  left 
ia«s,— aoit  by  a  liberal  enlargement  of  the  plan  originally  proposed,  we  feel  pretty  confident  of  pre-  - 
tenting  an  acceptable  gift  to  the  American  people^  by  rescuing  from  oblivion  a  great  variety  of  fleeting, 
fcattereti  article<«»  belonging  to  the  history  of  our  country  anterior  to  the  sublime  epoch  of  the  revo- 
lution, during  its  continuance,  and  immediately  after  its  glorious  termination,  whilst  its  feelinga  «^ro 
fresh  upon  the  heart  and  understanding  of  our  heroes  and  sages.  As  heretofore  observed,  our  collec- 
tion of  materials  is  somewhat  extensive*  our  resources  promise  some  rich  additional  8upplies,-*-andno 
effort  shall  be  left  untried  to  increase  our  store:  so  tiiat,  on  the  whole,  though  the  collection  will,  douot- 
less  be  defective,  and,  perhaps,  not  equal  the  expectations  of  some,  we  are  consoled  with  a  belief  that, 
it  will  not  bcunworiMy  of  the  patronage  of  an  enlightened  pubtic— xealous  to  catch  a  "spark  from  tba 
altar  of  ^d.^Pind  prepared  to  enter  into  the  spirit  of  past  times. 

''The  volume  will  oe  slowly  printed  as  the  matter  presents  itself,  and  be  eoncUided  as  soon  as  th« 
nature  of  things  will  admit  of-^but  shall  not  be  hurried.  Order  in  its  arrangement  can  hardly  be  hoped 
for;  but  it  will  not,  on  that  account,  suffer  much  depreciation  of  value." 

*Siace  aseeruined  to  be  Rsivjaxis  BLLtorr,  esq.  of  Charlton,  S.C.  whose  nunve.  V  viJtft  >Xk^V>''^-*-  ' 
to  Mention  as  the  projector  of  the  undertaldng;  and  the  merit  of  it  beVon^^  to  Vwvta, 


prekatory. 


BtnU  u  wis  not  until  Smtember  in  the  same  year  that  a  regular  prospectus  ivas  offered^ 
ipbrl  jet  fca  ed  the  want  of  matter,  as  well  as  the  severe  labor  that  I  was  sensible  would  be- 
iSdM^  necessary  to  obtain  it,  if  to  be  obtained  at  all.    This  prospectus  contained  these  para* 
^^phs: 

«*iteiieTing,  as  we  do,  that  the  nmpHdty  •/  the  trufhf  at  held  forth  by  those  who  devised  and  ezecu<' 
[     ted  the  severance  of  this  country  from  the  power  of  a  despot,  has  been  widely  departed  from,  no- 
';  efibrt  on  our  part  shall  be  wanting  to  encourage  a  spirit  to  seek  after  and  hold  on  to  the  principles 
]  which  appear  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  rights  ami  liberties  of  the  people  of  tlie   United 
'  States;  under  aa  fsaurance  that  vigilance  it  the  condition  on  xohich  freedom  it  granted  to  tu.    But  we  en- 
ter upon  the  uoiaKaking  before  us  with  considerable  diffidence — fearful  of  the  want  of  a  just  discrinti- 
Batioii,  and  ala«>  of  time  for  research  and  reflection  to  do  justice  to  the  weighty  concern.    It  teemed^ 
kowevcTf  to  be  impoted  onnt  at  a  duty,  and  we  vnll  execute  the  tatk  at  -well  at  ve  can, 

"■The  materially  though  thf  s'ock  is  pretty  large,  are  not  >et  sufficient  for  the  extensive  work  con- 
•   templated.    The'editor  of  the  Rsoistsb  has,,  for  several  >ears,  been  a  collector  of  scraps  and  rare 
things— eereral  gentlemen  have  liberally  eontriSuted  articies  which  they  would  not  have  parted  with 
except  on  an  occasion  Kke  this;  and  others  have  promised  us  liberty  vo  overhaul  their  neglected  stores 
^  of  old  papers:  but  much  useful  matter  must  be  in  the  hands  of  those  with  whom  we  have  not  yet  com* 
municated  on  the  subject;  and  every  patriot  is  invited  to  give  his  aid  to  this  coHection,  designed  to 
^    record  thefeflingt  of  ^the  times  that  tried  men^s  souls.**    letters  may  be   sent  to  the  editor  at  his 
cosi  for  postage,  and  originalt  will  be  carefully  returned,  if  requested.    When  copies  from  manu- 
scripts are  presented,  it  might  be  well  to  permit  us  to  state  the  source  from  whence  they  were  deriv- 
d,  if  necessary.'^ 

The  terms  were  also  set  forth— -it  was  promised  that  the  Tolume  should  contain  between 
knt  and  five  hundred  pages,  and  cost,  in  sheets,  the  sum  of  three  dollars.  A  view  to  pecu* 
niary  profit  wasdisaTowed — it  had  nothine  to  do  with  the^ori^n  or  progress  of  the  work^ 
mud  if  a  reasonable  allowance  for  money  and  time  expended  is  aSbrded  by  its  sale,  it  will  be 
as  much  as  ever  has  been  expected. 

f^.  1  had  no  sooner  fairly  committed  myself  tHpi  i  re^tted  it — the  patriots  of  the  revolu- 
tion did  nottfiake  speeches  to  be  unattended  to  by  their  brethren  in  congress  and  fill  up  the 

.^olumns  of  newspapers*.  They  only  spoke  when  they  had  something  to  say,  and  preferred 

^^cting  to  to£(riii^— very  unlike  the  legislators  of  the  present  time.  1  plainly  saw  that  great 
difficulties  would  oppose  themselves  to  the  fulfihnent  of  my  promise-  1  reared  that  more 

'  ^as  expected  of  me  than  any  man  fipuld  do-^or  the  facts  that  were  manifest  to  my  mind 
could  not  be  appreciated  by  all:  my  pride,  (an  honest  one,  I  .trust)^  was  alarmed — but  in 
obedience  to  a  nxed  rule  tliat  1  have  ailopted  for  my  own  conduct,  i  resolved  to  meet  tlie 
difficulty  presented  and  conquer  it  by  perseverance — if  1  could.     To  give  some  idea  of  the 

Suantity  of  books  and  papers  that  have  been  looked  into  to  effect  this  compilation,  I  think 
lat  1  GO  not  exaggerate  when  I  say  tliat  they  were  sufficient  to  load  a  cart,  and  hours  on 
hours  have  been  spent  in  the  service  without  the  least  profit.  Perhaps,  1  was  unlucky  or 
unwise  -that  my  attention  was  not  directed  to  tlie  proper  sources;  it  may  be  so-— but  of  this 
1  am  satisfied,  that  very  few  of  the ^^soul-stirring^^  speeches  of  the  revolutionary  period  remaiv 
to  warm  the  hearts  of  a  gpteful  posterity:  they  were  pronounced  to  be  heara^  not  published^ 
With  this  b'  ief  narrative,  I  submit  the  work  to  tlie  liberality  of  my  counti  ymen,  American 
republicans — in  the  firm  belief  that,  if  1  have  not  accomplished  all'  that  was  lioped  for  by 
some,  it  will  appear  that  others  are  agreeably  disappointed;  and  1  am  satisfied  that  good 
will  result  from  the  publication  of  this  collection:  it  will  rescue  from  <iblivion  many  things 
that  were  hastening  to  it,  and  lay  the  foundation,  perhaps,  of  a  more  extensive  aii#much 
more  perfect  work,  which  1  shall  always  keep  in  my  view.  >^ 

r  in  explanation  it  is  necessary  further  to  observe,  that  the  leading  object  of  this  volume 
vas  to  shew  the  feelings  that  prevailed  in  the  revolution,  not  to  give  a  history  of  events; 
hence,  all  matters  of  tlie  latter  class  have  been  rejected,  except  as  immediately  necessary 
to  shew  the  effects  of  feeling.  The  volume,  also,  might  have  been  more  acceptable  if  a  greater 
degree  of  order  had  been  observed  as  to  dates,  (kc,;  but  it  was  almost  impossibl^o  ap^ach 
regularity,  in  tliis  respect,  as  well  from  the  nature  of  things  as  from  the  occasioKl  att^ion, 
only,  that  1  was  able  to  give  to  the  woHc — ^but  any  inconvenience  on  this  account  is  obviated 
by  the  copious  index,  o  *  table  of  contents,  prefixed  Two  articles  have  been,  unfortunately^ 
inserted  twice— but.  as  they  are  of  an  excellent  quality,  I  shall  not  be  sorry  for  it,  if  the  error 
causes  them  to  be  twice  read.  Many  notices  of  proceedings,  &c.  are  given  only  to  indicate 
the  general  conduct  of  the  people  on  such  occasions  as  they  have  reference  to. 

*The  earl  of  Dartmouih  asked  an  American  in  London,  (whoae  name  we  caimot  ciU  to  mind  at  pre- 
sent), of  how  many  members  the  congress  consisted?  the  reply  was  "fifty-two.**  *<\Y9lhat  is  the  num- 
ber of  card»  in  a  pack,**  s^id  hia  lordship— **how  many  knavet  are  there?**  "Not  oae*"  returaed  the 
lepublican— **plfa»e  to  recollect  that  kn^r^r  -—  r — •  — »   " 
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Adaas,  Joba->1etterf  to  him  from  J.  Palmer, 
J.  TrunabuU,  R.  Cranch,  S.  Cooper,  &c.  322, 
523;  hit  lerer  to  the  editor,  enclosinf;  a 
copy  of  m-jor  Hawley's  'broken  hints*  324; 
to  goT.  Bullock,  Juiv  1,  1776,  327t  to  Mr. 
C^a«e,  tame  date,iMJ;to  Mrs.  Adama, July  3, 
1776  .i28  329;  reipecting  com.  Tucker  413; 
Mr  A  when  an  ambatsador,  found  as  a  pri- 
▼ate  among  the  marinei,  414 

Adana,  Samuel,  477 

AddrcM  of  t)ie  provincial  congress  of  Massachu- 
setti  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  BritHin,  205; 
to  the  independent  sons  of  Massachuseils, 
432-*  see  (he  tevcral  atatet,  Uc. 
Americji,  estimate  of  the  military  force  of,  21 1 

American  and  French  soldiers,  their  comforts,    345 
Andre,  major,  bis  affair  with  Arnold,  302 

Arms  of  the  United  States,  a  description  of,        486 
Army  of  the  rcFolution— statements  of  iu  furee, 
condition,  pay,  8ic.  k.     211,433;  Yoluntary 
contributions  to  8':ppori  it,  486 

Arnold,  at  Vew  London,  330;  his  character,  331; 
bis  letter  to  gen.  Washington  aAer  bis  trea- 
son, 391;  procession  with  his  effigy,  391 
Asaph,  St.  the  bishop  of— his  speech,  160 
A«gill,tbecAae  of.  317;  letters  of  his  mother,    318 
Austin,  Jooathab  W.  bis  oration  at  Uostona  1778,  31 

B. 
Bandole,  M.  l'«bbe,  his  tbanksfiving  addrcst  on 

the  capture  of  Comwallis,  268 

Barlow's  oration,  384 

Barney,  capt«  bis  fight  with  the  General  Monk, 

361;  further  particulars,  414 

Barry,  capt.  mentioned,  415 

Bostoit,  the  town  of— n6tice  of  many  interesting 
things  that  occurred  therein,  464»  468,  470, 
471,  479  to  486  and  489;  battle  between  the 
rope*makers  and  soldiers,  480;  Whig  club, 
484;  massacre  of  the  5th  of  March,  with  re- 
flections, 481;  persons  proscribed  at,  374 
^Boston  orations"— in  commemoration  of  the  5th 
of  March,  1770,  when  a  number  of  citizens 
vere  killed  by  a  party  of  British  troops,  viz. 
by  James  Lovell,  Joseph  Warren,  (two), 
Bknj.  Church,  Jno.  Hancock,Peter  Thatclier, 
B  "gamin  H'.tchborn,  Jonathan  W.  Austin, 
WiUiam  Tudor,  Jonathan  Mason,  Thomas 
Dawe8,jun.  Geo.  Bichards  Minot,  and  Thos. 
Welsh,  1  to  59 
Botta.  Mr.  estrscts  from  his  history  49U 
Br«ckeandge*s  eulogiutn  on  those  who  had  f  illen 

in  Afence  of  their  country, delivered  1779, 119 
Brandt,  c«l.  his  incursion,  1779,  367 

Bullock,  gov.  a  sprech  delivered  by  him  159 

Bunker's  bill,  incidents  of  the  battle  at,  471 

Burgoyne,  gen.  Us  correspondence  with  gen. 
Lee,  206;  his  thundering  proclamation,  1777, 
362;  laughing  reply  thereto,  263;  proposals 
for  tiia  eBiflh«nge,  humorous,  264 

Burke,  Edmund,  his  great  speech  in  favor  of  con- 
ciliation with  tb«  colonies,  1775,      223  to  248 
Buahneirs  nacbine,  469 

C. 
Canada,  address  to  the  people  of  425 

Carpenters'  Hall,  a  speech  delivered  at  202 

Champe,  John,  interesting  history  uf  300 

ChampUin— American  and  British  forces  on       430 
Ctuur^es,  judicial— of  John  Jay,  1777,  62;  W.  H 

U-ayton  72,  81,  92 

Charleston,  proceedings  at  on  arrival  of  stamps  467 
Chatiam,  lord— a  speech  delivered  by  iiim  on  the 
KNTcreignty  of  Great  Britain^  189;  do.  to  re- 


move  the  troops  from  Boston,  211;1llftii|riM 
on  lord  Suffolk's  proposition  to  employ  thtf 
savages,  276;  his  remarks  on  the  dedarAtioii 
of  ir.dependeiire  37| 

Cbeeseman,  capt  bis  gallantry  at  Quebec  37(^ 

Christie,  James,  banished  from  Maryland  222 

Church,  B^-njamin,  his  oration  at  Boston,  1773,     S 
Churches,  destruction  of  361 

Clarke,  gen.  George  Rogers,  an  instance  of  his 

astonishing  firmness  380 

Confederation,  Drayton's  speech  on  Che  articles  of 

and  his  project  of  a  new  bond  of  union,  98,  104 
Congress— Virginia  delegates  to  201;  meeting  of 
297;  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
SUtes,  1779,407;  held  at  New- York,  in  I76s, 
451;mariifrsioof,  1778  476 

Connecticut— gov.  Trumhull's  reply  to  W.  Tryon 
210;  his  letter  to  gov.  Gage,' 437;  revolu. 
tionary  pei>sioners  of,  highly  interesting,  363, 
364;  election  sermon  475 

Conscience,  Livinc'-ston's  remarks  on  liberty  of,  306 
Omtrihtitions,  (voluntary),   to  furnish  supplies 

for  the  army  486 

Comwallis— address  of  the  abbe  Bandole  on  bis 
capture,  268;  a  letter  from  gen.  Washington, 
as  to  the  plans  laid  to  capture  him,  272;  ez- 
trac\  from  Wrazall's  mennoirs  respecting  his 
su^rend^r,  277;  further  particulars  345,  363 
Court  martial  on  a  spy  359 

Cropper,  jgeii.  notice  of  his  services  and  death  416 
Cunningham,  the  infamous  capt.  his  confession  274  -: ' 

D. 
Dartmouth,  the  earl  of—a  letter  addressed  to    144       * 
Davis,  col.  his  journal  kept  at  Yorktown  465    h- 

Dawes,  Thomas,  his  oration  at  Boston,  1781,       47 
Declaration  of  rights,  the  draught  of  Geo.  Mason, 
of  Va.  123;  of  independence  in  Mecklenburg, 
N.  C.  1775,  132,  135 

Delaware:  petition  to  establish  a  militia,  1775, 
257;  letter  from  Dr.  Tilton  to  Dr.  Elmer  oa 
the  sta^eof  things.  1775, 257;corrrspon<lence 
of  the  same,  respecting  toryism  in  Sussex  co. 
258,  259;  letter  of  Z.  G.  to  the  committee  at 
Dover,  257;  proceedings  of  the  committee 
respecting  certain  tea,  258;  of  the  same,  with 
the  Satisfaction  tendered  to  them,  on  account 
of  a  disaifected  article  published,  260;  arrest 
of  a  member  of  the  legislature^  by  the  light 
infantry  company  of  Djver,  and  proceedings 
thereon,  261;  correspondence  of  Cxsar  and 
Thumas  Uodney,  Sec.  333— 3'15 

Delaware  river,  passage  of  361 

Drayton,  W'li.  Henry,  charges  delivered  by  him 
in  1776, 72,  81,  92;  his  speech  in  the  general 
assembly,  1778,  98;  his  project,  104;  his  ad- 
dress to  lord  Howe  and  gen.  Howe  115 
Drayton's  memoirs,  an  extract  from                    467 
Dickiohon,  John,  a  Utter  from  him,  1779,  343; 

hi«  speech  in  congress  493 

DuoiDore,lord,  his  letter  to  gen.  Howe,  1775, 138; 
bis  wicked  proclamation,  1775  373 

£. 
Effingham,    lord,  resigns  his  command  in  the 

British  army,  &c.  42I 

Ellery,  William,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  decla- 
ration of  independence  415 
Bstaing,  the  count  de— his  declaration  in  the 
name  of  the  king,  to  the  ancient  French  in 
Ar^.erica  40t 
Eulogium,  by  ju.!ge  Brackenrid^e,  (1779)  on 
those   who  had  Tallcn  in  the  content  with 
Great  Britain  |19 
Exports,  resuivcs  in  Virginia  respecting  198 
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Ttmier,  John,  his  letter  lo  the  editor 

Fftyette,  the  marquis  de  U— an  address  to  him 
from  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  and  reply    393 

Female  patriotism,  305;  do.  pensioner  for  ser- 
vices in  the  revolutionary  army,  417;  at  Bris- 
tol, Penn.  '  420 

Franklin,  Dr.  extracts  from  several  of  his  letters, 
313;  Jiis  letter  to  lord  Howe^  315;  his  intro- 
duction to  the  French  academy,  316;  Jeffer- 
son's totter  respecting  him,  317;  his  letter 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  1778—384;  his  re- 
marks on  holding  Canada  as  a  'check*  487 

French— D'Bstaing's  address  to  those  in  North 
America  406 

G. 
Gage,  gen.  his  proclamation  oflTering  pardon  to 
all  but  Adams  and  Hancock,  136;  his  corrfs- 
pondence  with  gen.  Washington,  on  the  usage 
of  prisoners,  266;  reply  to  gov.  Trumbull  438 
Cardner,  col.  at  the  battle  of  Bunker's  hill         370 
Gates,  gen,  pleasing  instance  of  his  gratitude    276 
Georgia—speech  of  gov.  Bullock  to  the  provin- 
cial congress,  1776  159 
Germans,  (old)  of  Penn.  form  a  company          420 
Germantown— anecdote  ef  a  brave  fellow  in  the 

battle  of  371 

Gorrion's  history,  curious  particular!  respecting  483 
Green,  gen.  to  gen.  Lacey  334 

ir. 

Hale,  cnptain  Nathtrn  331,  366 

Hancock,  John,  his  oration  at  Boston,  1774,  12; 

circumstances  that  attended  its  delivery  464 
Hand,  col.  his  reply  to  col.  Mawhood  463 

llaslett,  col.  a  letter  of  his,  Oct.  5,  1776,  341 

Havley,  major,  his  'broken  hints,'  1774,  324;  a 

very  interesting  letter  from  him,  17S0  374 
Henry,  Patrick— see  'Virginia':  his  famous  decla- 

claration,  'we  must  fight,'  referred  to,  324; 

his  oratory  noticed  471 

History  of  John  Bull'a  children  320 

Hitchborn,  Benj.  his  oration  at  Boston,  1777,  26 
Howe,  lord  and  gen.— their  'declaration'  in  1776, 


115 

377 
372 


361 


and  remarks  thereon  by  'a  Carolinian* 
Humiliation  and  prayer,  a  day  set  spart  for 
liunter,  Mr.  of  S.C  his  daring  escape 
Hutchinson,  gov.-i-see  'Ma^tsachusetu.' 
ll}derAli,  the 

I. 

Importations  of  British  i^oods,  proceedings  re- 
specting in  Maryland,  167,  169;  do  in  Va.  198 
Indians,  incursions  of,  under  col.  Brandt  367 

Instructions  of  V«.  to  her  delegates  in  congress,  20 1 
Insurance,  rates  of  in  England,  1776  432 

Ireland— addreas  to  the  people  by  Dr.  Franklin,  3^(2 

J. 

Jasper,  sergeant — a  noble  follow  303 

J»y,  John,  a  charge  delivere<^  by  him  in  1777  62 
Jtiierson,  Thomas,  letters  from  him  in  1775,  311; 

respecting  Franklin  317 

Jersey  prison  ship,  noticed  477 

Johnston,  gov.  speech  on  the  Boston  port  bill  191 
'Jo)  n  Bull's  children,'  iht  history  of  320 

Jone«,  PhuI,  anecdote^  of  him,  and  bia  letter  to 

lady  Selkirk  378 

K. 

Kof  ciu8C0«*aQ  eulogiam  upon  him  474 

Is. 

^cey,  gen.  his  correspondence  with  the  comman- 
der in  chief  and  others,  when  Philadelphia 
was  poaaesaed  by  the  British,  ^33;  surprised 
by  the  ei  •my  ^  334 

J^mM  Dr.  extrmei  from  out  of  bis  oratlont         39V 


jLedyard,  col.  and  others— of  tlielr  fate.  Sec.  at 

New  London  330 

Lee,  gen.  his  correspondence  with  gen.  Burgoyne, 
206;  letter  to  the  same,  425;  the  oath  exact- 
ed by  him  in  Rhode-Mand  427 
Lee,  Richard  Henry,  his  speech  in  congress      490 
Lee,  captain  Ezra,  dvsperate  valor  of  469 
Letter  from  a  lady  to  a  British  officer  305;  from 
Philadelphia,  1774,  to  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment, 418;  another  from  Massachusetts  to  a 
friend  in  London,  ihidf  another  from  Phila- 
delphia, 1775, 4J0;  from  Charleston,  1775,  423 
Lexington,  the  battle  of,  mentioned  in  a  letter 
from  a  lady,  3U5;  some  curious  particulars 
of  the  affair,  326;  receipt  of  the  news         470 
Livingston,  gov.  of  New-Jersey,  his  able  and  spi- 
rited reply  to  gen. Robertson,  268;  his  speecl» 
to  the  legislature,  1777, 270;  his  remarks  on 
the  liberty  of  conscience  306 
Livingston,  Dr.  extract  from  one  of  his  sermons  362 
Level,  James,  his  oration  at  Boston,  1771,  1 
Loyalists— see  'Tories.'                             v 

M. 
MacFingal,  an  extract  from  273 

Manufactures,  &c.  recommended,  181, 182,  184, 

198, 202,  369,  445;  humorous  article  about  321 
'Marine  TurUe'  469 

Marion,  gen.  his  hardy  escape  from  the  enemy 

377;  aAecdotes  and  adventures  488 

Martin,  gov.  of  N.  Carolina,  his  proclamation,  134 
Maryland— a  letter  from  addressed  to  the  earl 
of  Dat>tmoutb,  144;  various  proceedings  re- 
specting the  importation  of  British  goods, 
1769,  167;  do.  in  relation  to  the  Boston  port 
bill,  172,  173;  patriotic  recommendations 
for  a  meetingof  deputies  respecting  manufac- 
tures and  home  industry,  181;  case  of  James 
Christie,  222;  address  to  count  Uochambe&u, 
398;  uddress  of  the  general  assembly  to  tne 
people,  1780  411 

Mason,  Jonathan,  his  oration  at  Boston,  1780      41 
-^—  George,  of  Va.— many  interesting  parti- 
culars of,  with  a  copy  of  his  draught  of  a  de- 
claration of  rights,  and  extracts  from  several 
of  his  letters    '  123 

Massachusetts— i^en.  Gage's  proclamation,  1775, 
136;  proclamation  of  the  general  court,  Jan. 
1776,  142;  address  of  the  legislature  to  gen. 
Washington  and  his  reply,  143;  Boston  in« 
Btructions,  156;  Maiden  do.  156;  proceedings 
at  Harvard  college,  158;  proceedings  about, 
the  Boston  port  bill,  1^2,  173, 174|.  J79, 180, 
191;  recommendations  respectingpianufac-  • 
tures  and  home  industry,  182;  ptniamentary 
proceedings  respecting  the  civil  government 
of  the  colony,  1774,  194;  address  of  the  pro- 
vincial congress  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great 
Britain,  «05;  gov.  Hutchinson's  speech  to  the 
legislature,  1773,  279;  answer  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  287;  address  to  the  people 
by  the  same,  253;  resolutions  adopted  May 
28,  1773,  294;  letter  to  the  speakers  of  the 
assemblies  of  other  colonies,  295;  proceed- 
ings in  respect  to  certain  letters,  295;  ex- 
tract from  the  governor's  message  and  reply, 
Jan.  1774,  296;  message  to  gov.  CJage,  same 
year,  297;  address  of  the  provincial  congress^ 
bee.  1774,  298}  refusal  of  a  jury  to  be  im- 
paunelled,  319;  Hutchinson's  tk-Mde  et  impera 
420;  recruiting  service,  423;  address  to  the 
inhabiunts  of,  432;  address  of  the  provincial 
congress  to  the  people  of  Ciri^'it  Britain,1775a 
434;  gov.  Gage  depi>sed,  435;  proclama- 
tvM  fjr  a  public  thaiiksgi villi; »  436;  lest  act, 
(1776)  436 
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IfMrhood,  a  British  col.  biB  proposition  and  the 

reply  to  it  463 

Memento  to  Am<*ricans,  1776  427 

Minot,  George  Eichsrds,  his  oration  at  Boston, 

1782  52 

Military  force  of  America  2 1 1 

Montague,  adnw'ral,  and  a  collier  485 

^Mohawk  Indians,**  who  destroyed  the  tea  at 

Boston  326 

Morton,  Perez,  his  oration  on  the  re-interment 

of  the  remains  of  Warren  59 

N. 

Kev.Hampshire-^patriotic  proceedings,  and  ad- 
dress to  the  people,  1 775  1 84 

NewJersey— vote  of  censure  on  gov.  Franklin, 
and  an  address  to  the  people,  1776, 154;  ^ov. 
Livingston's  correspondence  with  gen.  Ho* 
bertson,  268;  speech  of  the  same  to  the  le- 
gblature,  1777,  270;  money  in  the  public 
treasury  appropriatftd^  420;  instructions  to 
the  delegates  in  1777,  461;  cols.  Mawhood 
and  Hand  463 

Kev.Loodon,  the  attack  upon  and  savage  murders 
at,  bv  Arnold,  &c.  330 

Kew-Tork— John  Jay's  charge,  (1777)  62;  ad- 
dress from  the  legislature  to  their  constitu- 
ents, 1781,  128;  proceedings  on  the  Boston 
port  bill.  174;  association  of  the  sons  of  li- 
berty, 1773,  188:  letter  from  the  committee 
to  the  mayor,  &c.  of  London,  439;  names  of 
the  committee,  441;  address  of  the  provin- 
cial congress  to  gen.  Washington,  (1775), 
and  reply,  441;  address  of  the  mechanica  to 
tbe  delegates  in  the  colonial  congress,  441; 
resolve  respecting  the  resignation  of  commis- 
tioM,  444;  about  civil  sulu  of  law,  444;  pro- 
ceedings for  the  encouragfement  of  domestic 
manufiiictares,  445;  on  the  request  of  the 
BaptisU  for  the  liberty  of  preaching  to  the 
troops, 446;  address  to  gen.  Washington  and 
gov.  Clinton,  on  the  evacuation  of  the  city  by 
the  British,  and  rqiliea  477 

Xoctii-GaroliDa---declantion  of  independence  in 
Mecklenburg  county,  1775, 132;  royal  pro- 
elanaUonof  gov.  Martin,  1780, 134;  address 
of  the  provinoal  congress  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  British  empire,  248;  reply  of  the  same 
to  gov.  Martin's  speech  447 

Old  men's  company         MF  420 

Ontiofia— aee  *Btt9n  Orations'— also  ^'Eulogi- 

nma  and  speechesi'  Perez  Morton's  on  the 

re-intMiient  of  the  remains  of  Warren  59; 

David  Ramsay's,  at  Charleston,  1778—64; 

Bariow**  384 

P. 

Padiaaent,  British-rbishop  of  St.  Asaph's 
speech  160;  lord  Chatham's  as  to  the  sbve- 
reignty  of  6.  B.  over  the  colonies  189;  gov. 
Johnston's  oo  the  Boston  port  bill  191— of 
•andry  persons  (see  ^speeches'):  on  the  ci- 
vil government  of  Maaaachusetts  194  to  198; 
eiaminatioo  of  gov.  Penn,  in  the  house  of 
lords  349;  speech  of  John  Wilkea  345;  of 
capt.  Harvey  347 

htyson,  the  rev.  Mr.  in  battle!  419 

Fcmbertoo,  James,  and  others— their  remon- 
strance 255 

Pcidlccoo,  jodge— Ilia  charge  to  grand  jurors  in 
&  C.  1787  404 

iRrUs  ezaaunAtioD  in  the  houie  of  lords, 
J775  249 


Pennsylvania— Brackenridge's  eulogium  11S||^^ 
proceedings  at  Philadelphia  about  ^atrtiili 
teas  imported  170;  address  of  a  convention 
of  county  committees,  1774,  175;  proceed- 
ings on  the  Boston  port  bill  179;  speech  de- 
livered at  Carpenter's  Hall  202;  declarution 
of  the  deputies,  June  24,  1776^  252;  remon- 
strance ofjames  Pemberton  and  others,  con- 
fined in  the  free  mason's  lodge,  Sept.  4, 177r» 
^55;  transactions  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Philadelphia  333  to  2o5\  address  of  the  de- 
puties of  the  colony  to  the  people,  June, 
1776 — 379;  ordinanpe  defining  treason  417; 
Old  men's  company  42G;  act  respecting  per- 
sons scrupulous  of  bearing  arms,  ib,  on  the 
monopoly  of  salt  431 

Pensioners,  revolutionary,  anecdotes  of  363,  364; 

female  417 

Petition  of  the  A  mericans  residing  in  London    332' 
Philad^phia — original  details  of  events  while 
the  British  occupied  this  city  333;  glorious 
act  of  gratitude  of  a  sheriff  363;  ancient 
state  of  things  at  471 

Prisoners,  the  treatment  of  at  New  York,  by  Cun- 

ningham  274 

Privateefs  376. 432 

Prizes  432 

Proclamation  of  the  royal  gov.  Martin  of  N.  Ca- 
rolina 134;  of  gen.  Gage  at  Boston,  ofTering 
pardon  to  all  but  'Hancock  and  Adams*— 
136;  by  the  general  court  of  Massachusetta 
Bay,  1776,  142;  of  gen.  Washington  at  Bos- 
ton, 1776.  143;  of  lord  Dunmore,  1775,  27Zi 
of  congress  for  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation 
and  prayer,  1776,  377;  another  392;  of  gen. 
Washington  on  the  bombardment  of  New 
York  434 

Proscriptions  at  Boston  374 

Putnam,  gen.  anecdote  of  419 

Q. 

Quakers  of  Pennsylvania  334 

It. 
Ramsay,  Dr.  David,  his  oration  on  independence, 

1778  64 

Randolph,  Peyton,  his  death  471 

Reed,  gen.  Joseph,  to  H.  W.  esq.  1780  335 

Retaliation — case  of  Asgill  317 

Retaliatory  measures  recommended  by  congress, 

1778  370 

Rhode  Island— oath  exacted  of  the  people  of  by 

gen.  Lee  427 

Robertson,  gen.  his  correspondence  with  gov. 

Livingston  respecting  cerUin  traitors         268 
Rochambeau,  count  de — addressed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Baltimore  and  the  general  assembly 

uf  Maryland,  with  his  replies  397 

Rodgers,  Dr.  extract  from  one  of  his  sermons    361 
liodney,  Caesar— collections  from.his  papers  335; 

letters  from  him  339,  340 

Thomas,  letters  from  him  341,  342. 343, 344 

Rush,  Dr.  his  address  to  tbe  people  of  the  Unit- 
1        ed  States— "the  revolution  is  not  ofer,** 

1787  404 

Rutledge,  gov.  of  S.  C.  his  speech  to  the  legisla- 
ture, 1776  152 

S. 
Salem  privateers— a  complete  list  of  376 

Salt,  on  the  scarcity  of  '  431 

Sea  fight— an  account  of  the  first  fought  in  the 

revolution  370 

Sedition— an  act  of  S.  Carolina  respecting  150 

Sermon,  Dr.  Smith's  at  Philadelphia,  1775,  215; 

extract  from  Dr.  Rodgers  on  the  destruc- 


I,  WillUn,  bii  letterft  ^mp.  TfcabaB  m^  ' 
.   _  =ply  210 

dent  Stiles  473  Tucker,  cuBinodare,  iotereiting  particnUra  of 

-8lavet,reioWeireipeeting  the  importation  of    I9S  bim  412 

Snith,  rcT.  Dr.  bh  lermon  315 1  Tudor,  William,  bi*  oration  atBoatoo,  1779         36 


Soldtn'i  diughi    . 

Vouth  Ctrolina— 'Dr.  R^miif's  ontion  64;  jadge 
Drarton't  charge  72[  othert  by  tbe  lame 
8l.93:pr»mtment*b7a|n«ndjuryin  1776. 
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Boston  Orations. 

•bITIOVS  SBUTKBBD  at  toe  B»aUMT  OF  THl  I»- 
■jkmTAVTS  OF  THl  TO  WW  OF  BOSTOJf,  TO  COMMtW 
•BATE  THE  BTEVIHO  OF  THE  5TH  OF  MABCH  1770; 
VHt:r  X  VFXBBB  OF  CITIEBMS  WBBE  KILLED  BT 
A  PABTT  OF  BBITI8R  TBOOP9,  aUABTEBED  IMOBO 
THEV,  ZSr  TIME  OF  FEACB. 

[These  orations  were  first  collected  and  published 
IB  a  volume, by  Mr,  Peter  Etktof  Boston,  printer, 
son  of  the  Mb.  EnBs  of  that  town  whose  press 
vas  so  notorious  for  its  fearless  devotion  to  the 
libcrtie*  of  America;  both  before  the  t evolution 
corenenced  and  during  the  time  of  its  continu- 
ance ] 


to  THB  IHHIBITAHTS  OF  THE  TOWV  OF  BOSTOIT. 

1  hope  my  collecting,  in  one  volume,  the  follow- 
ing orations,  which  were  first  severally  printed  at 
your  request,  but  many  of  which  havo  been  long 
since  not  to  be  purchased,  will  be  considered  in 
the  mild  light  of  an  attempt  to  please  tbe  public. 

Americans  have  been  reprehended  for  not  pre- 
serving, viih  suflicieut  care,  the  variooi  pamphlets 
and  political  tracts  which  this  country  has  afforded 
during  the  late  war. 

Many  of  those  productions  which  appear  trite  to 
us,  wlio  live  on  the  spot  where  they  grew,  may, 
however,  be  considered  as  sources  of  curiosity  to 
strangers.  Many  of  these  orations  have  been  con- 
sidered as  the  sentiments  of  this  metropolis,  from 
tine  to  time,  touching  the  revolution;  and  as  our 
eviiest  public  invectives  against  oppression. 

As  the  institution  of  an  oration  upon  the  fifth 
of  March  is  now  superseded  by  the  celebration  of 
t}ie  anniversary  of  independence,  upon  the  fourth 
of  July,  I  have  ^ven  to  this  volume  a  general  title, 
which  will  apply  to  both  institutions:  so  that  if  j 
hereafter  there  sliall  be  a  like  volume,  containing 
the  orations  of  that  anniversary,  this  may  be  con- 
sidered the  first  and  that  the  second  volume  of 
Vostoo  omtions. 

1  Biii,  with  the  greatest  re^et,  your  obedient 

bsmble  servant,  Pr/IEU  EUGS. 

Btfn,  Jaiiuarvj  178)7. 
1. 


OBATIOV,  DEtlVBBlD  AT  BOSTOV,  AFBIE  2,  1771^ 

BY  JAMES  LOVELL,  A.  M. 

Omnct  homioet  nstiVB  UbertaH  ttndciiCctfndkfMfm 
Scd  vJrfiilif  odenint>  Cjet. 

— JVVfflc  ea  pet'it  qu4t  dare  nttUo  meda  pottumut,  nm 
pritu  volumua  not  bello  victot  conjiteri.  Cic. 

Your  design  in  the  appqjnlment  of  this  cere^ 
mony,  my  friends  and  felt^-uftowntmen^  cannot  ftil 
to  be  examined  in  quite  different  lights  at  this 
season  of  political  disse.iSion.  From  the  principles 
I  profess,  and  in  the  exercise  of  my  common  right 
to  judge  with  others,  I  conclude  it  was  tUceni^  wise, 
and  honorable. 

The  certainty  of  being  favored  with  your  kindest 
partiality  and  candor,  in  a  poor  attempt  to  execute 
the  part  to  which  you  have  invited  me,  has  over- 
come the  objection  of  my  inability  to  perform  it 
in  a  proper  manner;  and  I  now  beg  the  favor  of 
your  animating  countenance. 

Th^  horrid  bloody  scene  we  here  commemorate, 
whatever  were  the  causes  which  concurred  to  bring 
it  on  that  dreadful  night,  must  le^d  the  pious  and 
humane,  of  every  order,  to  some  suitable  refiec" 
lions.  The  piouB  will  adore  the  conduct  of  that. 
BEiBO  who  is  unsearchable  in  all  his  ways,  and  with^ 
out  whose  knowledge  not  a  bingte  sparrow  falls,  in 
permitting  an  immortal  soul  to  be  hurried  by  the 
flying  ball,  the  messenger  of  death,  in  the  iwink- 
ling  of  an  eye,  to  meet  the  awful  Judg*c  of  all  ils 
secret  actions.  The  humsne,  from  having  often 
thought,  with  pleasing  rapture,  on  the  endearing 
scenes  of  social  life,  in  all  its  amiable  relations, 
will  lament,  with  heart  felt  pangs,  their  sudden 
dissolution,  by  indiscretion,  rage  and  vengeance. 


But  let  us  leave  that  shocking  close  of  one 
continued  course  of  rancor  and  dispute,  from  the 
first  moment  that  the  troops  arrived  in  town:  that 
course  will  now  be  represented  by  j-our  own  re- 
flections to  a  much  more  solid,  useful  purpose,  than 
by  any  artful  language.  I  hope,  however,  that 
heaven  has  yet  in  store  such  happiness  for  this 
Afflicted  town  an^  province,  as  will  in  time  we»r 
out  the  memory  of  all  your  f  r.oir  troubltn 
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mr»^: — 


J  I  sincerely  rejoice  with  you  in  the  tappy  even 
^f  your  steady  uid  united  effort  to  prevent  a  second 
tragedy. 

O'ir  fathers  left  their  native  Ijind,  risqucd  til 
the  diiRgcra  of  the  sea,  and  came  to  this  then 
SaV4|^e  desart,  with  that  true  uadaunted  coumge 
which  is  excited  by  a  confidence  in  God.  They 
came  that  they  mig^ht  here  enjoy  themselves,  and 
leave  to  their  posterity  the  best  of  earthly  portions, 
ftiU  Eng'hth  hlierttf.  You  showed  upon  the  alarm- 
in«;  cause  for  trini,  that  their  brave  spirit  still 
exists  i:i  vigor,  though  their  legacy  of  right  u  much 
impaired.  The  sympathy  and  active  friendship  of 
some  neighboring  towns,  upon  that  sad  occasion, 
commands  the  highest  gratitude  of  this. 

We  have  seen  and  felt  the  ill  effects  of  placing 
•tanding  forces  in  the  midst  oT populout  communi- 
tir«;  but  those  are  only  what  individuils  suffer. 
Your  vote  directs  me  to  p^int  out  the  fatal  tendenc)' 
of  placi'ig  such  an  order  in/ree  cities^fatal  indeed! 
Athent  once  was  free;  a  citizen,  a  favorite  of  the 
people,  by  an  artful  story,  g«ined  a  trifling  guard 
of  fifty  men;  ambition  ta<ight  him  ways  to  enlarge 
that  number;  he  destroyed  the  commonwealth  and 
made  himself  the  tyrant  of  the  Athcniant,  Cit9ar, 
by  tlie  length  of  his  command  in  Gaul,  got  the 
aficctions  of  bis  army,  marched  to  noiKe,  overthrew 
thes'ate,  and  made  himself  perpetual  dictator.  Dy 
the  same  instniments,  many  less  republics  have 
been  made  to  fall  a  prey  to  the  devouring  jaws  of 
tyranls.— Out  this  is  a  subject  which  should  never 
be  disguised  with  figures;  it  chooses  the  pl;iin  stile 
of  disaerution. 

The  true  strength  and  safety  of  every  common- 
wealth  or  limited  monarchy,  is  the  bravery  of  its 
freeholders,  its  militia.  By  brave  militias  they 
rise  to  grandeur;  and  they  come  to  ruin  by  a 
mercenary  army.  This  is  founded  on  historical 
fac\s,  and  'Jie  same  causes  will,  in  similar  circum- 
Binnces,  fi.rever  produce  the  same  effects.  Justice 
Jiiuckttonr,  in  his  inimitably  clear  commentaries, 
telU  U.4,  that  <*it  is  extremely  dangerous  in  a  land 
of  liberty,  to  mnke  a  distinct  order  of  the  pro- 
fession of  arms;  that  such  an  order  is  an  object  of 
jealousy;  a-  d  that  the  lawt  and  conttititUon  of  Eng» 
land  are  9srang'ert  to  itV  One  article  of  the  bill  of 
rights  is,  that  the  raising  br  keeping  a  standing 
army  wiUiin  the  kingdom  in  a  time  of  peace,  unless 
it  be  with  consent  of  parliament,  is  against  law. 
The  present  army,  t!ier»*tore,  though  called   the 


upon  the  army.  A  less  body  of  troops  than  is  now 
maintained  has,  on  a  time,  destroyed  a  king,  and 
fought  under  a  parliament  with  great  success  and 
glor)';  but,  upon  a  motion  to  disband  them,  they 
*.umed  their  masters  out  of  door?,  and  fixed  otliers 
in  their  stead.  Such  wild  things  are  not  again  to 
happen,  because  the  parliament  have  power  to  stop 
payment  once  a  year:  but  arma  tenenti  quit  neget? 
which  may  be  easily  interpreted,  "who  will  bind 
Samptoa  with  bis  locks  on?"* 

The  bill  which  regulates  the  army,  the  same 
fine  author  I  have  mentioned,  says,  *^is,  in  many 
re$pecu,  hastiljf  penned,  and  reduces  the  soldier  to 
a  state  of  slavery  in  the  midst  of  a  free  nation.  This 
is  impolitic:  for  slaves  envy  the  freedom  of  others, 
and  take  a  malicious  pleasure  in  contributing  to 
destroy  it.** 

Ry  this  scandalous  bill  a  justice  of  peace  is 
empowered  to  grant,  vithQut  a  prfviout  oath  from 
the  military  officer,  a  warrant  to  brer^k  open  any 
(free  Jian'f }  house,  upon  pretence  of  searching  for 
deserters. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  one  more  bad  ten- 
denc}:  'tis  this— a  standing  force  leads  to  a  total 
neglect  of  militias,  or  tends  greatly  to  discourage 
ihem. 

You  see  the  danger  of  a  standing  army  to  the 
cause  of  freedom.  If  the  British  parliament  con* 
sents  from  year  to  year  to  be  exposed,  it  doubtless 
has  good  reasons.  But  when  did  our  assembly  p^ss 
an  act  to  hazard  all  the  property,  the  liberty  and 
lives  of  their  constituents?  what  check  bava  ve 
upon  a  Britith  army?  can  ve  disband  it?  can  we  stop 
its  pay? 

Our  own  assemblies  in  America  can  raise  an  armys 
and  our  monarch,  George  the  3d,  by  our  constitu- 
tion, takes  immediate  command.  This  army  can 
content  to  leave  their  native  provinces.  Will  the 
royal  chief  commander  send  them  to  find  barracks 
at  Bnmtxnck  or  Ltmenlnirg,  at  Hanover,  or  the  eom- 
modiout  hall  of  IVeitminUerf  suppose  the  last^sup- 
pose  this  army  was  inf -rmed,  nay  thoug\t  the  par- 
liament in  actual  rebellion,  or  only  on  the  eve  of 
one,  against  their  king,  or  against  thote  vho  paid 
and  cloathed  them — lor  there  it  pinchep: — we  are 
rebel*  againtt  parliament; — we  adore  the  king. 

Where,  'n  the  case  I  have  sUted,  would  be  tha 
value  of  •heb.>asted  English  constitution? 

Who  are  a  free  people?  not  th^e  *rho  do  not 


peace  e.tablUhment,  is  kept  up  by  one  act,  .^j  •' ff*^*- ""l"**  oppression;  but  I ».ose  who  have  a  coa- 
gr^vemf  d  by  another,  both  of  which  expire  annuallif.i  'J'^'''*''^^  *^^^^^  "i^»  ^^  P*"^  ^<^  »PP'^^^' 
This  circumslance  is  Talued  as  a  sufBcieat  check^     'Trenchard. 
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\Vc  ar€  bUvcs  or  freemen;  if  as  wc  are  caUcd.J  >rpas8age»  some  buppier  climate.    Here  ai length 
tbe  last,  where  is  our  check  upon  the  following;  j  they  settled  down     The  king  of  JBn^/an  J  wis  said 

to  be  the  rqyal*  landlord  of  this  territory;  with 


powers,  France,  Spain,  the  slates  of  Holland,  or 
the  British  parliaments?  now  if  any  one  of  these 
(and  it  is  quite  immaterial  which)  has  right  to 
make  the  two  acts  in  question  operate  within  this 
province,  they  have  right  to  give  us  up  to  an 
unltmiied  army,  under  the  sole  direction  of  one 
Saracen  commander. 

Tlius  I  Vihive  led  your  though ts  to  that  upon  wbic^ 
I  formed  my  conclusion,  that  the  design  of  thiK 
ceremony  was  decent,  whe  and  honorable.  Mfcke 
the  bloody  5th  of  March  the  xra  of  the  resurrec- 
tion of  your  birthrights,  which  have  been  murdered 
by  the  very  strength  that  nursed  them  in  their 
infancy.     I  had  an  eye  eoJely  to  parliaroentar) 


HIM  they  entered  into  mutual,  sacred  compact,  by 
which  the  price  of  tenure,  and  the  ru/f«  ofmanagt' 
meiit,  were  fairly  stated.  It  is  in  this  compact  that 
we  fiad  ouB  ohlt  true  lsgislativs  AumoaiTT. 

I  might  here  enlarge  upon  the  character  of  those 
first  Peltiers,  men  of  wbom  the  world  was  little 
worthy;  who,  for  a  long  course  of  years,  assisted 
by  no  earthly  power,  defended  their  liberty,  their 
religion,  and  their  lives,  against  the  greatest  inland 
iianger  of  the  savage  natives:  but  this  falls  not 
within  my  present  purpose.  They  were  secure  by 
sea. 

In  our  infancy,  \vlien  not  an  over  tempting  jewel 


supremacy:  and  I  hope  you  will  think  every  other  U^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  England 
view  beneath  your  noUce,  in  our  present  most  \  ^^^^  y,.  afterwards  her  Jleete  and  armi^.    We 


alarming  situation. 

Chatham,  Camden,  and  others,  Gods  among  men, 
and  the  Farmer,  whom  you  have  addressed  as  the 
friend  of  mankind;  all  these  have  owned  that  Eng- 
land  has  right  to  exercise  every  power  over  us, 
but  that  of  taking  money  out  of  our  pockets,  with- 
out our  consent.*     Though  it  seems  almost  too 
bold  therefore  in  us  to  say  **we  doubt  in  even 
smgle  instance  her  lesai  rights  over  this  province,"'!' 
yet  t9e  mutt  auert  tl.    Those  I  have  named  arc 
mighty  characters,  but  thei/  wanted  one  advantage 
providence  has  given  us.    The  beam  is  carried  ofl 
Iron  our  eyes  by  the  flowing  blood  of  our  fellow, 
eitis^ns,  and  nov  we  may  be  allowed  to  attempt  to 
remofe  the  mete  from  the  eyes  of  our  exalted 
patrons.    That  mote,  we  think,  is  nothing  but  eitr 
eUigatien  to  England  J!tit,  and  aftei'-warde   Great 
Jiritain,  fwr  constant  kind  protection  of  our  Hvee  and 


wish  nnf  to  depreciate  the  worth  of  that  protection.  , 
Of  our  gold,  yea  of  our  most  fine  gold,  we  will 
freely  j^tve  a  part.  Our  fathers  would  have  done 
the  same.  But  must  we  fall  down  and  cry  "let 
not  a  strar.ger  rob  and  kill  me,  O  my  father!  let  me 
rather  die  by  the  hand  of  my  brother,  and  let  him 
ravith  all  my  poriion!"f 

It  is  said  that  disunited  from  J^ritain  '*we  fthotild 
bleed  at  every  vein."  I  cannot  see  the  consrqtience. 
The  states  of  llolUnd  do  not  suffer  thus.  But 
grant  it  true,  Seneca  would  prefer  the  lancets 
of  France,  Sfiain,  or  any  other  pi»wer|  to  the  bow- 
sTttiMo,  though  applied  by  the  fair  band  of  Bri- 
tannia, 

The  declarative  vote  of  the  British  parliament 
is  the  death'Warrant  of  onr  birthrights,  and  w»nts 
only  a  Czarish  king  to  put  it  into  execution.     Here 


Urihrighte  asainet foreign  danger.     We  allackuow-  ^»>«n  •/«^'  «''  wlv»^»on  «  0P«n-     Great  Britain 


ledge  that  protection. 

Let  us  once  more  look  into  the  early  history  of 
ibis  province.  We  find  that  our  Englith  ancestor;, 
disgusted  in  their  native  country  at  a  legitlationt 
which  they  saw  was  sacrificing  ail  their  rights,  lef 

it9  JMri9tiietion,\  and  sotight,  like  wandering  birtis 

_      -    I  I      .  - 

^Taxation  and  representation  are  inseparable. 

Chath  Cambd. 

From  what  in  our  constitution  is  representj^tion 
not  inseparable! — multa  a  Chasso  divinitus  dicta 
efTerebantur,  cum  sibiilliun,  consulcm  cssenegurct 
cui  senator  ipse  non  essct.  Cic 

f  1  confine  myself  to  this  province,  partly  from 
ignorance  of  other  charters;  but  more  from  a  desire 
even  to  vex  some  abler  pen  to  piii*sue  the  idea  of 
Cifcrx;  which  an  unchartered  fuekman  may  do,  as 
vcU  as  any  other  in  America. 


rem 


?lla:c  sunt  cnim  fiumlamcnta  frmissima  noslfTp  „ _ 

Bbcrtatls,  siiiquemquc  juris  ct  rctinciidi  et  dimit.—n^c  pro  his  liberiatem,  scJ  pro 
lend:  es^e  dominum.  CVc.    *ppijicias,  tanquam  pignora  injuriat. 


maj^  rai^e  her  fleets  and  armies,  but  it  is  only  our 
irnn  king  that  can  direct  their  fire  down  upon  our 
heads.  He  is  gracious,  but  not  omni<icient.  He 
is  ready  to  hear  our  appeals  in  their  proper  course; 
and  knt'wing  himself,  though  the  most  powerful 
prince  on  earth,  yet,  a  subject  under  a  divine  con- 
Htitution  of  LAW;  that  law  he  loill  ask  and  receive 
from  the  twelve  judges  of  England.  These  will 
prove  thst  the  claim  of  the  British  pArliameatover 
U9  is  not  O'.ily  illioal  in  itsxlf,  but  a  dowh-ihort 
usuRPATioa  OF  BIS  PBBR  'OATivs  Bs  king  of  America. 

A  brave  nation  is  always  generous.    Let  us  ap- 

*  I  choose  to  bury  a  fruitful  subject  for  any  satyrical 
geniuh  of  the  family  of  PsjJif. 

+ — iiu  vitam  corpuHque  seiVato,  ita  fortum-s.  ita 
m  faniiliarem,  ut  hx^  posteriera  liber,  at:   Uiam, 

liberiaii  haec 
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pcx.',  Uic.  ef*  rr,  «t  the  tame  time,  to  the  gent-nMity 
of  the  FKUPLR  of  Great  Briudn^  before  the  tribunil* 
oT  Europe,  not  to  en^j  u$  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
xieuTS  OP  BDETMasar. 

t 

And  now,  mjffriendn  andfelforo  tovrnmneHf  ht¥in|; 
decUred  mvBelf  an  Americ»n  son  of  liberty  of  true 
charter  principles:  having  shewn  the  critical  and 
dinj^erous  situation  of  our  birthrights,  and  the  true 
course  for  speedy  redress;  1  khall  take  the  freedom 
to  recommend,  with  boldness,  one  previous  step.— 
Let  us  show  ve  understand  the  true  Talue  of  what 
we  are  claiming. 

The  patriotic  Farmer  tells  us,  "the  cause  of  li- 
berty is  a  cause  of  too  much  dignity  to  be  sullied 
by  turbulence  and  tumult.— Anger  produces  anger; 
an'l  differences,  that  might  be  accommodated  by 
kind  and  respectful  behavior,  may,  by  imprudence, 
be  er'.larged  to  an  incurable  mge.  In  quarrels—^ 
risen  to  a  certain  hcig!tt,  the  first  canse  of  dissen- 
sion is  no  longer  remembered,  the  minds  of  the 
parties  being  wholly  engaged  in  recollecting  and 
resenting  the  mutual  expressions  of  their  dislike. 
AVhen  feuds  have  reached  that  fatal  point,  con 
siderations  of  reason  and  equity  vanish,  and  a  blind 
fury  governs,  or  ratlier  confounds  all  thinga.  A  peo- 
ple no  longer  regurd  their  interest,  but  a  gratifica- 
tion of  their  wrath." 

We  know  ourselves  subjects  of  common  law:  to 
that  and  the  worihy  execiit9ra  of  it,  let  us  pay  a 
steady  and  conscientious  regard.  Past  errors  in 
this  point  have  been  written  with  gall,  by  thc^pen 
of  MAUCB.  May  our  fii'ure  conduct  be  such  as  to 
niaike  even  thai  vile  imp  lay  her  pen  aside. 

l*he  ri^ht  which  imposes  dtuiet  upon  us,  is  in 
dispute:  bu»  whether  they  are  managed  by  a 
surveyor  generaU  a  board  of  commUHonero,  Tyrkith 
Janixariet,  or  Rvotian  Cottaeka,  let  them  enjoy, 
during  our  time  of  fair  trial,  the  common  personal 
proteciion  of  the  laws  of  our  constitution.  Let 
us  shut  our  eyes,  for  the  present,  to  their  being 
rxecursrs  ofdaimo  mbvernve  tfour  rights. 

Watchful,  hawk-eyed  jealousy,  ever  guards  the 
portal  of  the  temple  of  the  oonnsas  ubbbtt.  This 
is  known  to  those  who  frequent  her  altars.  Our 
whole  conduct  therefore,  I  am  sure,  will  meet  with 
the  utmost  candor  of  her  votabibs:  but  I  am 
wishing  we  may  be  able  to  convert  even  her  basest 

arOSTATBS. 

We  are  blatbs  until  we  obtain  such  redrea$, 
through  the  justice  of  our  king,  as  our  happy  csn. 

m 

*l  do  not  think  the  aco  warbahto  against  our 
fi?st  charter,  wns  tried  in  a  proper  court. 


ftitutUn  Itado  ua  f  txpeet.  In  that  condition,  let 
us  behave  with  the  propriety  ftnd  dignity  of  vbub- 
KBir;  and  thua  exhibit  to  the  world,  a  new  character 
of  a  people,  which  no  histoiy  dctcribes. 

May  the  all-wise  and  beneficent  niTLBii  ov  ran 
rsivBBSB  preserve  our  lives  and  health,  and  pros- 
per all  our  lawfhl  endeamwra  in  the  ghtUfua  cause  ef 

VIBXJIOH. 

OBATXOV  SXLTVnxn  AT  BOSTOS,  MaBOi  5, 17?% 

BY  JOSEPH  WAKREN. 

QttMlo&i/iMcfo^ 
Myrmidonnm^  Dolopumve,  out  duri  miiea  Ulyaaet, 
Temperet  a  lacrynda,  tuoil. 

When  we  turn  over  the  historic  page,  and  trace 
the  rise  and  fiill  of  sUtes  and  empires,  the  mighty 
revolutiona  which  have  so  often  varied  the  free  of 
the  world  strike  our  minds  with  soleflm  surprise, 
and  we  are  nativally  led  to  endeavor  to  search  out 
the  causes  of  such  astonishing  changes. 

That  man  is  formed  for  social  fifg,  is  an  observa- 
tion, which,  upon  our  first  enquiry,  presents  itself 
immediately  to  our  view,  and  our  reason  approves 
that  wise  and  generous  principle  whieh  actuated 
the  firat  founders  of  civil  government;  an  instltn* 
tion  which  hath  its  origin  in  the  weakneta  of  indU- 
vidtials,  and  hath  for  its  end,  the  trtngth  ami  aecw 
rit}f  of  all:  and  so  long  as  the  means  of  effecting 
this  important  end  are  thoroughly  known,  and  re- 
ligiously attended  to,  government  is  one  of  the 
richest  blessings  to  mankind,  and  ought  to  be  held 
in  the  highest  veneration. 

In  young  and  new  formed  comnuinities,  the  grand 
design  of  this  institution,  is  most  generally  under- 
stood, and  moat  strictly  regarded;  the  motives 
which  urged  to  the  social  compact,  cannot  be  at 
once  forgotten,  and  that  equality  which  is  remem- 
bered to  have  subsisted  so  lately  among  them,  pre- 
vents those  who  are  clothed  with  authority  from 
attempting  to  invade  the  freedom  of  their  brethren; 
or  if  such  an  attempt  is  made,  it  prevents  the  com- 
munity from  suffering  the  offender  to  go  unpunish- 
ed: every  member  feels  it  to  be  his  interest  and 
knowB  it  to  be  his  duty,  to  preaerve  inviolate  the 
constitution  on  which  the  public  safety  depends,* 
and  he  is  equally  ready  to  assist  the  magiatrate  in 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  aubject  in  de- 
fence of  his  right;  and  so  long  as  this  noble  attach- 
ment to  a  conatitution,  founded  on  free  and  bene- 
volent principles,  exists  in  full  vigor,  in  any  atat^ 
that  state  must  be  flomrishing  and  hsppy. 

It  was  thia  noble  attachment  to  a  free  constitu- 

*Omnea  ordinea  ad  conaervamdam  rempitbHcam, 
mente^vobifUatefatudio,  rnrtutefVoce^  cvTMenlhml. 

CtClBO. 
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tion  which  railed  ancient  Rome,  from  the  smtUevi 
be^nings^  to  that  hright  summit  of  happineu  and 
glory  to  which  she  arriTCd;  and  it  was  the  loss  of 
thu  which  plunged  her  from  ikai  summit  into  the 
black  gulph  of  in&my  and  slaTcry.    It  was  ti^  at. 
taclunent  which  inspired  her  senators  with  wisdom; 
it  was  <Am  which  glowed  in  the  breast  of  her  he- 
roes; it  was  thi*  which  guarded  her  liberties  and 
atended  her  dominions,  gave  peace  at  home,  and 
commanded  respect  abroad:  and  when  thi$  decay- 
ed, her  magistrates  lost  their  reverence  for  justice 
and  the  laws,  and  degenerated  into  tyrants  and  op- 
pressors—her  senators,  forgetful  of  their  dignity, 
and  seduced  by  base  corruption,  betrayed  their 
country— her  soldiers,  regardless  of  their  relation 
to  the  community,  and  urged  on/y  by  the  hopes  of 
phuider  and  rapine,  unfeelingly  committed   the 
most  flagrant  enormities;  and  hired  to  the  trade  of 
death,  with  relentless  fury,  they  perpetrated  tlie 
most  cruel  murders,  whereby  the  streets  of  impe- 
rial  Rome  were  drenched  with  her  noblett  blood 
Thoa  tU^emf^reu  of  the  world  lost  her  dominions 
abroa/^f,  and  her  inhabiUnts,  dissolute  in  their  man- 
ners,  at  length  became  contented  tiaveti  and  she 
stands  to  this  day,  the  scorn  and  derision  of  nations, 
and  a  monument  of  this  eternal  truth,  that  public 
■AvrDirss  naraani  on  a  virtdovs  avd  uvsbakbh 
arracaxnmo  ▲  raaa  consTrrunov. 


It  was  thia  attachment  to  a  constitution,  fouiided 
on  free  and  benevolent  principles,  which  inspured 
the  first  settlers  of  this  country:— they  ^  saw  with 
grief  the  daring  outrages  committed  on  the  free 
confCitutioo  of  their  native  land— they  knew  that 
nothmg  but  a  civil  war  could  at  that  time  restore 
its  pristine  purity.  So  hard  waa  it  to  resolve  to 
cmbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  brethren, 
that  they  chose  rather  to  quit  their  fair  possession^ 
and  seek  another  habitation  in  a  distant  clime. — 
When  they  came  to  this  new  world,  which  they 
frirly  purchased  of  the  Indian  natives,  the  only 
rightful  proprietors,  they  cultivated  the  then  bar- 
ren soil,  by  their  incessant  labor,  and  defended 
the^r  dear-bought  p«Messions  with  the  fortitude  of 
the  christain,  and  the  bravery  of  the  hero. 

After  various  struggles,  which,  during  the  tyrsn 
ttie  reigna  of  the  house  of  Stuart,  were  constantly 
kept  up  between  right  and  wrong,  between  liberty 
and  slaveiy,  the  connection  between  Great  Britain 
and  this  colony  was  settled  in  the  reign  of  king 
TTUliam  and  queen  Mary,  by  a  compact,  the  condi- 
tions of  which  were  eipressed  in  a  charter;  by  which 
an  the  liberties  and  immunities  of  British  subjects, 
floofiiiedto  thi<  province,  as  fully  and  as  ab- 


solutely as  they  possibly  could  be  by  any  human 
instrument  which  can  be  devised.  And  it  is  unde- 
niably true„that  the  greatest  and  most  important 
right  of  a  British  subject  Is,  that  heohall  begoff>em» 
ed  bjf  iM  lawM  but  thote  to  vhich  he  either  in  penon  or 
bjf  kit  reprtoentative  hath  given  hit  content:  and  this 
I  will  venture  to  assert,  is  the  grand  baiiis  of  Bri- 
tish feeedom;  it  is  interwoven  with  theconstitutionr 
and  whenever  this  is  lost,  the  constitution  must  bt 
destroyed. 

The  Britith  eonttitvtion  (of  which  ours  is  a  copy) 
ia  a  happy  compound  of  the  tlu^e  forms  (under 
some  of  which  all  governments  may  be  ranged)  vi^. 

monarchy,aristocrucy,and  democracy:  ofthcse  three 
the  Britith  legttlature  is  composed,  and  without  the 
consent  of  each  branch,  nothing  can  carry  with  it 
the  force  of  s  law;  but  when  a  law  is  to  be  passed 
for  raising  a  tax,  that  law  nan  originate  only  in  the 
democratic  branch,  which  is  the  house  of  commons 
in  Britain,  and  the  bouse  of  representatives  here 
^The  reason  is  obvious:  they  and  their  conslitu- 
ents  are  to  pay  much  the  largest  part  of  it;  hut  as 
the  aristocratic  branch,  which,  in  Britain,  is  the 
house  of  lords,  and  in  this  provmce,  the  council, 
are  also  to  pay  some  part,  TRSia  consent  is  neces- 
sary; and  as  the  monarchic  branch,  which  in  Bri- 
tain is  the  king,  and  with  us,  either  the  king  im 
person,  or  the  governor  whom  he  shall  be  pleased 
to  appoint  to  act  in  his  stead,  is  supposed  to  have^ 
a  just  sense  of  his  own  interest,  which  is  that  of  all 
the  subjects  in  general,  hts  consent  is  also  neces- 
sary, and  when  the  consent  of  these  three  branches 
is  obtuned,  the  taxation  is  most  certainly  legal. 

Let  us  now  allow  ourselves  a  few  moments  to 
examine  the  late  actt  of  the  Britith  parliament  for 
taocin^  America — Let  us  with  csndor  judge  whether 
they  are  constitutionally  binding  upon  us: — if  they 
sre,  iir  tbs  vamr  op  justice  let  us  submit  to  them, 
without  one  murmuring  word. 


First,  I  would  ssk  whether  the  members  of  the 
British  house  of  commons  are  the  democracy  of 
this  province?  if  they  are,  they  sre  either  the  peo- 
ple of  this  province,  or  are  elected  by  the  people  of 
this  province,  to  represent  them,  and  have  there- 
fore a  constitutional  right  to  originate  a  bill  for 
taxing  them:  it  is  most  certain  they  are  neither; 
and  therefore  notliing  done  bv  them  can  be  ssid  to  * 
be  done  by  the  democratic  branch  of  our  constitu- 
tion. I  would  next  ask,  whether  the  lords,  who 
compose  the  sristocratic  branch  of  the  legislature, 
are  peers  of  America?  I  never  heard  it  was  (even 
in  those  extraordinary  times)  so  much  as  pretCRd- 
ed,  and  if  they  are  not,  certainly  no  act  of  t/uh-o 
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can  be  taid  to  be  the  Mt  of  tbe  Hrtitocratie  bruici. 
«f  our  convtilttUon.  The  power  of  the  moiwrcbir 
branch  we,  with  pleasure,  aeknovlcdgereiiilei  m 
the  king,  who  inftj  ut  either  in  perMO  or  by  his  rc- 

preientatiTC;  end  I  freely  oonfbei  that  I  coi  tee  no 
reason  wby  a  PEOUL  \«  A  VlOSfir  ndri^g  w  Ame- 
rica, issueA  by  the  kiof's  wtt  authority,  would  not 
be  equally  consistent  with  our  own  constitution, 
•nd  tberefjre  equally  bi.id'ing  upon  us  with  the  lufe 
acu  fifths  Bntith  parliament  fir  taxing  w/  for  it  is 
plain,  that  if  there  is  any  validity  in  th^m  act*,  it 
must  arise  altogether  from  the  monarchical  branch 
of  the  legislature:  and  1  fur.hcr  lUink  thai  it  woul 
be- at  least  as  equitable;  for  I  do  not  conceive  it  to 
be  of  the  le^si  importance  to  us  by  -whom  our  pro- 
perty is  taken  away,  so  long  as  it  is  uken  witliout 


•  ession  should  be  ci.fiirc  el  by  another,  and  t!  r«- 
fore,  contrary  to  onr  juat  riichu  as  possessing,  or 
a*  least  having  » just  title  to  pO!«tcss.  &U  the  Hker^ 
Uet  and  ixxdhitim  of  British  sabjecta.  aataoding 
iiray  was  e^Labliahed  among  as  in  time  of  peac^ 
jind  evidently  for  the  purpoee  9\t  effecting  lAof. 
which  it  was  one  principle  design  of  theibnnden 
of  the  eonstitution  to  prevent,  (when  they  declared 
a  atandiiig  army  in  a  tine  of  peace  to  be  AGAINST 
LAW)  namely,  for  the  enforcement  of  obcdiene* 
1 1  acta  whicli.  upon  fiiir-ezaminationt  appeared  to 
'iC  uDJuat  and  unconstitutional. 

The  ruiaoas  consequences  of  standing  armiee  to 
free  commtinitics.  may  be  seen  in  the  bietories  of 
SvnAccst,  UovB,  and  many  other  onee  lloarishing 
iitalesi  some  of  which  have  now  aearee  a  name! 


oar  conseuti  luid  I  am  very  much  at  a  loss  lo  know  \.^^^^  baneful  iafloence  is  moat  suddenly  felt,  wfacn 
by  what  figure  of  rhetorir,  the  inliabiianis  of  ihisL,^y  ^^e  ^\%n»i  an  populous  cities;  for.  by  n  eof- 
provincc  can  be  called  rata  subjects,  when  Uje>   ,.up,io„  ^f  morale,  the  puUie  happineea  ii  imme- 


are  obliged  to  obey  implicitly,  such  laws  hs  are  madf 
forUiem  by  men  three  thousand  miles  off,  whoiii 
the>  know  not,  and  whom  tlicy  never  empowerefi 
to  act  for  them,  or  how  tiiey  can  be  s^id  to  have 


have  not  the  least  control,  and  who  are  not  inai.} 
Way  accountable  to  them,  s!iall  obiige  them  to  de 
liver  up  any  pari,  or  the  whole  of  their  bubsiance. 
without  even  asking  tlieir  consent:  and  yet  whoever 
pretends  tJut  the  late  acts  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment for  taxing  America  ought  to  be  deemed  bind- 


Viately  affected?  and  that  thia  b  one  of  the  effeete 
i»t  quartering  troops  in  a  populous  city,  ia  n  troth, 
'o  wiiicli  many  a.mo«ming  parent,  many  a  lost,  de- 
spairing child  in  this  metropolis,  must  bear  a  very 


PuoFEUTT,  When  a  body  of  men,  over  v.'hom  tht\    aelancholy  testimony.    Soldiers  are  also  taught 


to  consider  arms  as  the  only  arbiters  by  whioh 
every  dispute  is  to  be  deeidedl  between  contending 
Kitatesi^ihey  are  instructed  impHdiltf  to  obey  their 
commanders,  without  enquiring  into  the  juacice  of 
he  cause  they  are  engaged  to  support:  hence  it  is. 
L^iikt  they  are  ever  to  be  dreaded  as  th»  ready  en- 


ing  upon  us,  must  admit  at  once  that  we  are  ao-  ^'mes  of  tyraimy  and  oppression.  And  it  is  too  ob- 
aolutc  SLAVEB,  and  have  no  property  of  our 
own;  or  else  that  we  may  be  rasaxax.  and  ai  tht 
same  time  under  a  necessity  of  obeying  the  arbitra- 
rjf  eowmands  tf  thoae  over  whom  we  have  no  con- 
trol Oi  intiuence.  and  iliat  we  may  aava  profsbtt 


or  oun  owsf,  whic&  is  entirely  at  the  disposal  or 
another.  Such  gross  absurdities,  I  believe  will  uoi 
be  relished  in  tliis  enlightened  age:  and  it  can  be 
no  matter  of  wonder  that  the  people  quickly  per 
ceived,  and  serijusly  complained  of  the  inroads 
which  ttiese  acis  must  uiiavoidabiy  make  upon  their 
iibertjfg  and  oftlie  hazAfd  to  which  iheir  v/io/e  pro- 
perty is  by  them  esposedi  fjr,  if  they  maybe  laaei 
without  their  consent,  even  m  the  bm^llest  trifiv, 
they  may  also,  without  their  consent,  be  deprived 
of  every  thing  they  possess,  although  never  so  va 
luable,  never  so  dear-  Certainly  ii  never  entered 
tlie  hciTts  of  our  ancestors,  ihat  af  er  so  many  dan 
gers  in  tliis  then  desolate  wilderness,  their  hard- 
earned  property  should  be  at  the  disposal  of  tbe 
Dritikh  parliament;   and  as  it  was  soou  found  that 


oKrvable  that  they  are  prone  to  introduce  the  same 
modeof  decision  in  tbe  dispulesof  individuals,  and 
from  thence  have  often  arisen  great  animo^ites  be- 
twce:i  them  and  the  inhabitant t,  who,  whilst  in  a 
naked,  defenceless  state,  are  frequently  insulted 
and  abused  by  an  armed  soldier}-.     And  this  will 


be  m>>rc  especially  the  case,  when  the  troops  are 
informed  that  the  intention  of  their  bein;^  sta'inned 
■n  any  city,  is  to  ovsbawbtue  imiabitaxts.  Tiiat 
tliis  was  the  avowed  design  of  stationing  an  armed 
fjrce  in  this  town,  is  suRicient'y  knowu;  and  we, 
my  fellow  citiz;!n8,  have  seen,  wi:  have  felt  the  tra- 
gical efi'ecis!— The  FATAL  FIFTH  OF  MARCH, 

1770,  CAX  asTEB  BE  FJuooTTsa Ti.e  horrors  dt" 

TUAT  OBEADFCL  KTOUT  are  but  too  deeply  impresbed 

on  oiu*  hear  IS Lmguage  is  too  feeble  to  paint 

tbe  emotion  of  our  souU,  when  our  i>treets  were 
it^ined  with  the  bloou  of  uua  uretusem,— when 
our  ears  were  wounded  by  the  groans  of  tiic  tiyifi^t 
and  our  eyes  were  tormented  with  tlic  sight  of  the 
msngled  bodies  of  the  dead. — When  our  ahirmcd 


thill  ta^Lation  could  not  Lz  supported  by  rca:>on  and  'imai^iiiation  preheated  to  ourvieu'our  houses  wrapt 
ar-umenlj  it  seemed  necesaary  that  o!ie  act  of  on-   ,n  Il.uTi(.^,— our  cLlidrjii  suhjccted  to  the  liLrbMv.'.s 


^ 
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ci^mee  of  the  nging  loldiery^— our  beAiiteoaa  vir- 
fhM  ezpoaed  to  ill  the  intolenee  of  unbridled  p^t. 
■ian,-«oiir  virtooua  wives,  endeared  to  us  by  every 
tender  tie»  falling  a  aaerifiee  to  wone  than  brutal 
violence,  and  perhaps,  like  the  famed  LrcnariA, 
diitracied  with  ani^ish  and  despair,  ending  their 
wretched  Uvea  by  their  own  fair  hands.  When 
we  bcbekl  the  anthora  of  oar  distress  parading  in 
wr  itreets,  or  drawn  up  in  a  regular  baitaUOf  as 
tlNNigh  in  a  hoatile  ciiy,  our  h<*arts  beat  to  arms; 
we  snatched  our  weaponsp  almost  reiolvsdp  by  one 
decisive  stroke^  to  avenge  the  death  ofour  slauor- 
naas  niUTUBBar,  and  to  secure  from  future  dan- 
gcr»  all  that  we  held  most  dear:  but  propitious 
heaven  fbrbadc  the  bloody  carnage,  and  saved  the 
threatned  victims  ofour  too  keen  resentment,  noi 
by  their  dii  :iplinep  not  by  their  reguhr  arr  ty.^no, 
it  was  ro^al  Gxoaoa's  livery  that  proved  their 
shield — It  was  that  which  turned  Axe  pjintcd  e  i. 
gi'ies  of  destruction  Aom  their  bretnis.*  T!i  - 
thoughtsof  vengeance  were  soon  buried  in  our  in 
bred  affection  to  Great  Briuin,  and  culm  rea^u 
dictated  A  method  of  removing  the  troops  more 
■uld  than  an  immeiiate  rec  lursc  to  the  sword. 
With  united  effirts  you  urged  the  immedlite  d 
parture  of  the  troops  from  the  tow>i— you  ur:^e  ( 
its  with  a  resolution  «fhioh  ensured  success— yoM 
obuined  your  wishes,  ami  the  removal  of  the  troops 
was  effecter!,  without  one  drop  of  their  blood  being 
slicd  by  the  inhabitants. 


wit>i  regard  to  us,  is  truly  aitonishil^!  what  can  be 
iroposed  by  the  repeated  attacks  made  upon  our 
freedom,  I  really  cannot  aurraise;  even  leaving  jus^ 
tieeand  humanity  out  of  question.    I  doinot  know 
one  single  advantage  which  can  arise  U>  t!ie  Bri« 
tiah  nation,  from  our  being  enalaved: — ^I  know  not 
of  any  gains,  which  can  be  wrung  from  us  by  op- 
(kression,  which  they  may  not  obtain  from  us  by  our 
own  consent,  in  the  smooth  channel  of  commerces 
we  wish  the  wealth  and  proiperity  of  DritJiin;  we 
contribute  largely  to  both.    Doth  what  we  contri-  * 
btit^i  lose  all  its  value,  beeaune  it  is  done  voluntari« 
1}.'  thr  amazing  increase  of  riches  to  Britain,  the 
great  rise  of  the  val;ie  of  her  lands,  the  flfjurishing 
dt«te  of  her  navy,  are  striking  proofSi  of  the  ad  van* 
tages  derived  to  lierfrom  her  commerce  with  the 
cbioriipst;  s'td  it  is  our  earnest  desire  that  she  may 
still  continue  to  enjoy  the  same  emolumenis,  until 
iier  streets  are  paved  with  AMnntCATr  gold;  only» 
let  us  have  the  pleasure  of  ealling  it  our  own,  whilst 
it  is  in  our  o  \'n  handti;  but  this  it  seems  is  too  great 
u  favor— we  are  to  be  governed  by  the  abtolute  com* 
mand  of  others;  our  property  is  to  be  taken  away  vnth* 
out  onr  content — if  we  complain,  our  complaints  are 
treated  W;th  contempt;  if  we  assert  our  rights,  that 
assertion  is  deemed  insolence;  if  we  humbly  offer 
to  submit  the  matter  to  the  impartial  decision  of 
reason,  the  swurd  is  judged  the  most  proper  argu- 
ment to  silence  our  murmurs!  but  this  cannot  long 
be  the  case— surely  the  British  nation  will  notsuf- 


The  iminediate  actors  in  the  tragedy  of  that  1  ^^'' ^***''^J'''**'^°"  *'*'^'^^'»^J"'^'C^  ""^  ^^»«'^ ''""^^^ 


VfouT,  were  surrenJere:!  to  justice. It  is  noi 

iBi::e  to  say  how  far  they  were  guilt)?  they 
hire  been  tried  by  the  country  and  ACQUlTTEt) 
of  murdr?r!  and  they  are  not  to  be  a^ain  arraigned  at 
tn  earthly  bar:  but,  surely  the  men  who  havepromis- 
cu'j'jsly  scattered  death  amidst  the  inwicent  inhabi 
tanis  of  a  populous  city,  ought  to  see  well  to  it,  that 
tLry  be  prepared  to  stand  at  the  bar  of  an  omniscient 
jadge!  and  all  who  contrived  or  encouraged  the 


to  be  thus  sp'.rted  away  by  a  capricious  ministry; 
no,  they  will  in  a  short  time  open  their  eyes  to 
to  their  true  interest:  they  nourish  in  their 
own  breasts,  a  n(»ble  love  of  liberty;  tliey  hold 
her  dear,  and  tliey  know  that  all  who  have  once 
possessed  her  churms,  had  rather  die  than  suffer 
her  to  be  torn  from  tlicir  embrace?— tliey  are  also 
sensible  that  Jlritnin  is  so  deeply  interested  in  the 
prosperity  of  tlie  colonies,  that  she  must  eventually 


lUtioning  troops  m  this  place  have  reasons  of  cter- 1  ^^^^  ^'^  ^^"'^^^  K»^«"  ^°  ^"^^'^  freedom;  they  can- 
lal  impcn-unce.  to  reflect  xvith  deep  contrition,  on  j  "°^  ^*  ignorant  that  more  dependence  may  be 


their  base  designs,  and  humbly  to  repent  of  their 
imploui  machinaiioni. 

The  inrmtuation  which  hath  seemed,  for  a  num- 
ber of  yrars,  to  prevail   in   the   Ilriti^ii   cimuciU. 


placed  on  the  aflcctions  of  a  brother,  than  on  the 
forced  «/*rvice  of  a  slave;  they  m«ist  approve  your 
efforts  for  the  preservation  of  your  ri^lits;  from  a 
sympa>hy  of  soul  they  mist  pr:«y  for  your  success*. 
and  1  doubt  not  hut  thvy  wi!l,  eVr  long,  exert  them* 


•I  have  the  strongM"  reiion  to  bo«i-v.  tl,*^  I    '*'*^^'^»    «'">f<»'-"y,    to   redress    y  ur  grievances, 
have  mentioned  the  only  circMm«tance  which  sive  1  i  5*'v«n  in  the  dl«snlute  reign  of  king  Ciiahles  IT.  when 


the  ir^ops  from  destruct'on.  It  was  then,  and  nc-v 
is,  the  opinion  of  thoso  who  were  best  acquainted 
vriththe  sUte  of  affiirs  at  that  time,  that  ha  1  thric 
that  number  of  troops,  belonj^ir^g  to  any  powe?  a» 
open  war  with  us,  been  in  thit  town,  in  t!:e  s^me 
exposed  condition,  scarce  a  m^  would  have  lived 
ta  have  «eea  the  morning  light. 


the  house  of  commons  impeached  the  earl  of  Cli- 
re!ulon  of  high  treason,  the  first  ariiclfl  on  which 
they  founded  t'leir  accusation  was,  that  "f.e  hudde* 
signed  a  standing  army  tt  be  raised,  and  tt ;  *vfrn  the 
kingdom  thereby^    And  the  eiglith  article  was,  that 


•. 
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**he  had  introduced  an  artntrary  g'Verummt  iuf  kit 
maj'etty*9plantaiionJ'  A  terrifying  ezimple  to  those 
who  ure  now  forging  cAotnt  for  this  covirrBT. 

IPou  have,  my  friends  and  eountrymeny  fhutrated 
the  designs  of  your  enemieSf  by  your  unanimity  and 
fortitude:  it  was  your  union  and  determined  spirit 
which  expelled  those  troops,  who  polluted  your 
streets  with  iBKocutT  blood.  You  hare  appointed 
this  anniversary  as  a  standard  memorial  of  the 

BLUODT  COKSBaUBVCaS    OF  PLAGIHO   AW  ABXIB  PORCB 

m  A  POPULOUS  CITY,  and  of  your  deliTeriince  from 
the  dangers  which  then  seemed  to  hang  over  your 
heads;  and  I  am  confident  that  you  never  will  be- 
tray the  least  want  of  spirit  when  called  upon  to 
^  guard  your  freedom.  None  but  they  who  set  a  just 
value  upon  the  blessings  of  liberty  are  worthy  to 
enjoy  her — ^your  illusirious  fathers  were  her  zeal- 
ous votaries — when  the  blisting  frowns  of  tyranny 
drove  her  from  public  view,  they  clasped  her  in 
their  arms,  they  cherished  her  in  their  generous 
bosoms,  they  brought  her  safe  over  the  rough 
ocean,  and  fixed  her  seat  in  this  then  dreaiy  wilder- 
ness; they  nursed  her  infant  age  with  the  most  ten- 
der care;  for  her  sake,  they  patiently  bore  the  se- 
verest  hardships;  for  her  support,  they  underwent 
the  most  rugged  toils:  in  her  defence,  they  boldly 
cnoountered  the  most  alarming  dangers;  neither 
the  ravenous  beasts  that  ranged  the  woods  for  prey, 
nor  the  more  furious  savages  of  the  wilderness, 
could  damp  their  ardor!—- Whilst  with  one  hand 
they  broke  the  stubboni  glebe,  with  the  oUier  tbey 
grasped  their  weapons,  ever  ready  to  protect  he; 
from  danger.  Ko  sscrifice,  not  even  their  own 
bluod,  was  esteemed  too  rich  a  libation  for  her  al- 
tar! Gnn  prospered  their  valor;  tliey  preserved  her 
brilliancy  unsullied;  they  enjoyed  her  whilst  they 
lived,  and  dying,  bequeathed  the  dear  inheritance 
to  your  care.  And  as  they  left  you  thb  glorious 
legacy,  they  have  undoubtedly  transmitted  to  you 
some  portion  of  their  noble  spirit,  to  inspire  you 
with  virtue  to  merit  her,  and  courage  to  preserve 
her:  you  surely  cannot,  with  such  examples  before 
your  eyes,  as  every  page  of  the  liistory  of  this  coun- 
try affords/  suffer  your  liberies  to  be  ravished 
from  you  by  lawless  force,  or  cajoled  away  by  flai- 
^^  Uiry  and  fraud. 

The  voice  of  your  fathers'  blood  cries  to  you  from 
the  ground,  my  sons  scour  to  be  SLAAXS!  in  vain 
we  met  the  frowns  of  tyrants — in  vain  we  crossed 
the  boisterous  ocean,  found  a  new  world,  and  pre- 
pared it  for  the  happy  residence  of  LiBSBrv — ^in 
vain    we  toiled — in  vain  we  fought— we  bled  in 


vain,  if  you,  our  offspring,  want  vilor  to  repel  the 

assaults  of  her  invaders! Stain  not  the  glory  of 

your  worthy  ancestors,  but  like  them  resolve,  ne- 
ver to  part  with  your  burth-rigfat;  be  wise  in  your 
deliberations,  and  determined  in  your  exertions 
for  the  preservation  of  your  liberties.  Follow  not 
the  dictates  of  passion,  but  enlist  yourselves  under 
the  sacred  banner  of  reasoni  use  every  method  in 
your  power  to  secure  your  rights;  at  least  prevent 
the  curses  of  posterity  from  being  heaped  upon 
your  memories. 

If  you,  with  united  zeal  and  fortitude,  oppose 
the  torrent  of  oppression;  if  you  feel  the  true  fire 
of  patriotism  burning  in  your  breasts:  if  you,  firom 
your  souls,  despise  the  most  gaudy  dress  that  six- 
very  can  wear;  if  you  really  prefer  the  londy  cot- 
tage (whUst  blest  with  liberty)  to  gilded  palace^ 
surrounded  with  the  ensigns  of  slavery,  you  may 
have  the  fullest  assurance  that  tyranny,  with  her 
whole  accursed  train,  will  hide  their  hideous  heads 
in  confusion,  shame  and  despair — if  you  perform  • 
your  part,  you  must  have  the  strongest  confidence, 
that  TKB  SAXB  AxxioBTY  BiiiTo  wbo  protcctcd  your 
pious  and  venerable  forefathers— who  enabled  them 
to  turn  a  barren  wilderness  into  a  fhiitfiil  field* 
who  so  often  made  bare  his  arm  for  their  salvation* 
will  still  be  mindful  of  you,  their  ofispring. 

May  TBis  ALMIGHTY  BEING  graciously  pre ' 
side  in  all  our  councils.  May  he  direct  us  to  such 
measures  as  he  himself  shall  approve,  and  be  pleas- 
ed to  bless.  May  we  ever  be  a  people  fiivored  of 
GOO.  May  our  land  be  a  land  of  liberty^  the  seat 
of  virtue,  the  asylum  of  the  oppressed,  a  name  and 
a  pvaite  in  the  -whole  earthy  until  the  last  shock  of 
time  shall  bury  the  empires  of  the  world  in  one 
common  imdistinguished  ruin! 

OBATIOB,  BBLXVXBXB  AT  BOSTOB,  XABCB  5,  1773, 

BY  DR.  BENJAMIN  CHURCH. 

ImpiinhM  cvha  M>«alia  milts  iMbebh? 
Barinnu  hM  %vfcuai  m  qnodbcovdM  civet 
peidaxit  miacrot?  in  qncu  eomeTimat  i^rot? 

yirsikEo^i. 
o!8ocn 

O  pasn  gfarkiia,  daUc  Dcat  bU  qooqiie  finrai; 

nueMumqiie  tinionEni 


*At  uoMil  iMnMiai  fauidet,  at  fi 
Jam  IcpR,  m  qwi  dt  fineiu 


faeupunitif 


firtuib— I^X* 


rvocftte 
matcitr,  fuiwn  ct  kac  ottni  UMBLriue  jovmbit 

nrjU^Mae.  I,: 

From  a  consciousness  of  inabUity,  my  rBiSBDs 
ABD  VBLLOW  couBTBYBBB,  I  havc  repeatedly  de- 
clined the  duties  of  this  anniversary.  Nothing  but 
a  firm  atuchment  to  the  tottering  liberties  of 
America*  sdded  to  the  the  irresistible  importunity 
of  some  VMlued  friends,  could  have  induced  roe  (es- 
pecially with  a  very  short  notice)  so  far  as  to  mis- 

■       '  ■       ■  ■     ■  ■■■'■  ■  ■    ■  ■  H 

*Peiiculosx  plenum  opus  aleae 
Tracts^,  iocedis  per  ignea 
Suppositot  cineri  doiofo.— Hobaci.- 
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take  my  abilities,  at  to  render  the  utnioit  extent 
of  your  candor  truly  indispeniable. 

When  man  was  unconnected  by  focial  obliga- 
tions; abhorrent  to  erery  idea  of  dependence; 
actuated  by  a  savage  ferocity  of  mind,  displayed  in 
the  bmulity  of  bis  manners,  the  necessary  exi- 
gencies of  each  individual,  naturally  impelled  him 
to  actsof  treachery,  violence  and  murder. 

The  miseries  of  mankind  thus  proclaiming  eter- 
nal war  with  their  species,  led  them,  probably,  to 
consult  certain  measures  to  arrest  Xht  current  of 
rach  outrageous  enormities. 

A  sense  of  their  wanu  and  weakness,  in  a  state 
of  nature,  doubtless  inclined  them  to  such  recipro- 
cal aids  and  support,  as  eventually  established  so- 
oety. 

Men  then  began  to  incorporate;  subordination 
SBCceeded  to  independence;  order  to  anarchy;  and 
passions  were  disarmed  by  civilization:  society  lent 
its  aid  to  secure  the  weak  from  oppression,  who 
wisely  took  shelter  within  tlie  sanctuary  of  law. 

Encreasing,  society  afterwards  exacted,  that  the 
taciicon'TACt  made  with  her  by  each  individual,  at 
the  time  of  his  being  incorporated,  should  receive 
a  more  solemn  form  to  become  authentic  and  irre- 
fragable; the  main  object  being  to  add  force  to  the 
laws,  proportionate  to  the  power  and  extent  of 
the  body  corporate,  whose  energy  they  were  to  di- 
rect. 

Then  •ociety  availed  herself  of  the  sacrifice  of 
thft  /i^ry  and  that  natural  equality  of  which  we 
are  all  conscious:  superiors  and  magistrates  were 
appointed,  and  mankind  submitted  to  a  civil  and 
political  ftubordinaiion.  This  is  truly  a  glorious 
inspiration  of  reason,  by  whose  influence,  notwith- 
sianding  the  inclination  we  have  for  independence, 
tpt  control,  ibr  the  establishment  of  order. 


Although  unrestrained  power  in  one  person  may 
have  been  the  first  and  most  natural  recourse  of 
BankHid,  from  rapine  and  disorder;  yet  all  restric- 
tjoos  of  power,  made  by  laws,  or  participation  of 
lovereignty,  are  apparent  improvements  upon  wha; 
began  in  unlimited  power. 

It  would  shock  humanity,  s!iould  I  attempt  to 
describe  those  barbarous  and  tragic  scenes,  which 
crimson  the  historic  page  of  this  wretched  and  de- 
testable constitution,  where  absolute  dominion  is 
lodged  in  one  persori:  where  one  mskf'S  the  wh^U, 
tad  the  xthtlM  is  Mthin^  What  motives,  what 
cvcni«,  could  bave  been  able  to  subdue  men,  en- 
dowed with  reuon,  to  rcndtr  themselves  the  mute 
2i 


instruments,  and  passive  objects  of  the  caprice  of 
an  individual. 

Mankind,  apprised  of  their  privileges,  in  being 
rational  and  free,  in  prescribing  civil  laws  to  them- 
selves, had  sorely  no  intention  of  being  enchained 
by  any  of  their  equals;  and  although  they  submitted 
voluntary  adherents  to  ceruin  laws,  for  the  sake  of 
mutual  security  and  happiness,  they,  no  doubt,  in- 
tended by  the  original  compact,  a  permanent  ex* 
emption  of  the  subject  body  from  any  claims,  which 
were  not  expressly  surrendered,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  the  security  and  defence  of  the  whole. 
Can  it  possibly  be  conceived,  that  they  would  vo- 
luntarily be  enslaved  by  a  power  of  their  own  crea- 
tion. 

The  constitution  of  a  msgistrate  does  not,  there* 
fore,  takeaway  that  lawful  defence  against  force  and 
injury,  allowed  by  the  law  of  nature;  we  are  not  to 
obey  a  prince,  ruling  above  the  limits  of  the  power 
entrusted  to  him;  for  the  commonwealth,  by  con- 
stituting a  head,  does  not  deprive  itself  of  the 
power  of  its  own  preservation.*  Oovemment  and 
maghtracy,  whether  supreme  or  subordinate,  is  a 
mere  human  ordinance,  and  the  laws  of  every  na- 
tion are  the  measure  of  magistratical  power:  and 
kings,  the  servants  of  the  state,  when  they  degene- 
rate into  tyrants,  forfeit  their  right  to  government. 

Breach  of  trust  in  a  governor,!  or  attempting  to 
enlarge  a  limited  power,  eflTeciually  absolves  sub- 
jects from  every  bond  of  covenant  and  peace;  th^ 
crimes  acted  by  a  king  against  the  people,  are  the 
highest  trtMOn  a^aintt  the  highest  lav  among  men4 

••If  the  king  faayt  GrotiutJ  bath  one  part  of 
the  supreme  power,  and  the  other  part  is  in  the 
senate  or  people,  when  such  a  king  shall  invade 
that  part  which  doth  not  belong  to  him,  it  shall 
be  lawful  tp  oppose  a  just  force  to  him,  because 
his  power  doth  not  extend  so  far." 

The  question,  in  short,  turns  upon  this  single 
point,  respecting  the  power  of  the  civil  magisirate. 
is  it  the  end  of  that  office,  that  one  particular  per- 
son may  do  what  he  will  without  restraint?  or  r^.- 
ther  that  society  should  be  made  happy  and  se« 
cure?  the  answer  is  very  obvious— And  it  is  my 
firm  opinion  that  the  equal  jwtice  of  God,  and  the 
natural  freedom  of  mankind,  must  stand  or  fall  toge- 
ther. 

When  rulers  become  tyrants,  they  cease  to  be 
kings:  they  can  no  longer  be  respected  as  Goo's 
vicegerenia,  who  violate  the  laws  they  were  sworn 

*rhe  celebrated  Mrs.  Macaulay. 

-J-Mm.  Macaulay. 

^Salus  popul,i  suprema  lex  est% 
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to  proteci.  Tbe  preacher  may  tell  us  ofpatsive  obe- 
thettce,  that  tyrants  are  scourers  in  the  hands  of  a 
righteous  God  to  chastise  a  sinful  nation,  and  are 
to  be  submitted  to  like  plagues,  famine  and  such 
like  judgments:  such  doctrine  may  serve  to  mis- 
lead ill  judging  princes  into  a  faise  security;  but  men 
are  not  be  hanangued  out  of  their  senses;  hum^oi 


freely  on  every  object  worthy  its  aitemion,  when 
the  privileges  of  mankind  are  thoroughly  compre- 
bended,  and  the  rights  of  distinci  societies  are  ob- 
jects of  liberal  enquiry.  The  rod  of  the  tyrant  no 
longer  excites  our  apprehensions,  and  to  the  frovn 
of  the  DBsroT,  which  made  the  darker  ages  trem- 
bl<-/  we  dare  oppose  demands  of  right,  and  appeal 


nature  and  self-preservation  will  eternally  arm  ilic.to  that  constitution,  which  holds  e>en  kings  in 
brave  and  vigilant,  against  slavery  and  oppression. 

As  a  despotic  government*  is  evidently  produc- 
tive of  the  most  shocking  cslamities,  whatever 
t.-.nds  to  restrain  such  inordinate  power,  though  in 
itself  a  severe  evil,  is  extremely  beneficial  to  so- 
ciety; for  where  a  degrading  servitude  is  the  de 
testable  alternative,  who  can  shudder  at  the  reluc- 
tant poignard  of  a  Brutua,  the  crimsoned  axe  of  a 
CvtH-soeil^  or  the  recking  dagger  of  a  Jiuvillac, 


To  enjoy  li^e  as  becomes  rational  creutnres,  to 
possess  our  souls  with  pleasure  and  satibfaciion, 
ve  must  b«  cartful  to  ntaintain  thai  inestimable 
blessing,  liberty.  By  liberty  I  would  be  understood, 
t*ie  happiness  of  living  under  laws  of  our  own  mak- 
irg,  by  our  personal  consent,  or  that  of  our  repre* 
■cnfativcs.f 

Without  this,  the  distinctions  among  mankind 
are  but  difl'erent  degrees  of  misery;  for  as  the  true 
ebiimate  of  a  man's  life  consists  in  conductirtg  it 
according  to  his  own  just  sentiment  and  innocent 
inclinations,  his  being  is  degraded  below  that  of  a 
free  agent,  which  heaven  has  made  him,  when  his 
affection  and  passions  are  no  longer  governed  by 
the  dictates  of  his  own  mind,  and  the  interests  of 
human  society,  but  by  the  arbitrary,  unrestrained 
viii  of  another. 

I  thank  God  we  live  in  an  age  of  rational  inquisi. 
tion,  when  the  unfettered  mind  dares  to  expatiate 

*riie  ingratitudtf  and  curruptiun  ut  Home  is, 
p<>rhiips,  in  no  instance,  more  strongly  marked  than 
in  hcT  ireutment  of  her  colonies;  by  their  labors, 
ti.iis,  and  arms,  sl<e  iiad  reached  to  thai  summit  of 


fellers. 

Il  is  easy  to  project  the  subTersIon  of  a  people, 
when  men  behold  them,  the  ignorant  or  indolent 
victims  of  power;  but  it  is  difficult  to  effect  their 
ruin,  when  they  are  apprised  of  their  just  claims, 
ind  are  sensibly  and  seasonably  affected  with 
thoughts  for  tkeir  preservation.  God  be  thanked, 
the  alarm  is  gone  forth,-f-  the  people  are  universally 
informed  of  their  cHAUTxa  xiobts;  tliey  esteem 
them  to  be  the  ark  of  God  to  h.w-bhglajid,  and  like 
that  of  old,  may  it  deal  destruction  to  the  profane 
hand  that  shall  dare  to  toucli  it. 

In  every  state  or  society  of  men,  personal  liberty 
and  security  must  depend  upon  the  collective  power 
of  the  whole,  acting  for  the  general  interest.^  I^ 
this  collective  power  is  not  of  the  whole,  the  free- 
dom and  interest  of  the  whole  is  not  secured:  If 
this  confluent  power  acts  by  a  partial  delegationj^ 


*  Cithtm  non  animum  mutant,  quitrana  martcurrunt. 
The  ciiixens  of  Kunte,  Spuria,  or  Lacc-demon,  At 
those  blessed  periods  when  they  were  most  eminent 
for  their  attachment  to  liberty  and  virtue,  could 
never  exhibit  brighter  examples  of  patriotic  zeal, 
than  are  to  be  found  at  this  dty  in  Amrricn;  I  will 
not  presume  to  ssy  that  the  original  British  spirit 
has  improved  by  transpUnting;  but  this  I  dare 
affirm,  that  should  Britons  stoop  to  •  ppression,  the 
struggles  of  their  American  brethren,  will  be  their 
eternal  reproach. 

fThe  instituting  a  committee  of  grievances  and 
correspondence  by  tbe  town  of  Bosien,  has  served 
this  valuable  purpose:  The  general  infraoijpki  jf 
the  rights  of  all  the  colonies,  mus  finally  reflt^ 
tbe  discordant  provinces,  to  a  necessary  combini^ 
tion  for  their  mutual  interest  and  defence:  Some 
future  congress  will  be  the  glorious  source  of  the 
salvation  of  America:  The  Amp*aciiones  of  G  -eece^ 


glorious  ix«Lation,  as  to  be  like  Britari,  the  won- 1  ^ho  formed  the  diet  or  greai  council  of  the  states* 
derand  dreusi  of  the  world;  but  by  fatal  experience  exhibit  an  excellent  model  for  the  rising  Ameri* 


ti.ose  ruined  colonies  inculcate  this  serious  lessiiii, 
tLiC  aaibiti^n  of  a  DXaPoxis  boundless;  hi&  rapine  i& 
ii.SAiiabU-}  the  accomplishment  of  his  cotiquestt- 
ovc  r  hiA  enemies,  is  but  the  introduction  of  Slavery, 
viih  her  concomitant  piagues,  tu  his  friends. 

■fTi.e  vry  idea  ol  r  preseninave,  deputy  or  trus 
tce»  includes  that  of  a  constituent,  whose  interest 
they  are  ordained  and  appointed  to  promote  and  se 
•ure;  iry  unappointed,  t»elf  consiituted  agent  in  the 
Biiti!!  puriia.iunt,  hah  fraudulently  and  arbitrarily 
auneudered  ray  best  intereat,  withotit  my  pHvi'y; 
or  conftent;  1  do  tiierefbre  hereby  protest  again's. 
all  sucu  po\»ers  a»  tiettbdl  claim  in  my  behalf,  and 
n.uai  solemnly  discard  him  niy  service  forevtr  — 
See  JUciir,  civil  government.  Risum  teneatis  amici. 


cans. 


^Lord  chief  jus*. ice  Coke  observes  **»'hen  any 
new  device  is  moved  in  the  king's  behalf,  for  aid 
or  the  like,  the  commons  may  ans-ver,  tii^y  d^re 
not  agree  without  conference  wiih  their  'or.n'irs.** 
The  novel  device  of  fleecing  the  colonies,  waa 
introduced  in  a  wav  the  constitution  knows  not 
of,  and  crammed  down  their  throats,  by  me^surec 
equally  iniquitous. 

l*  I  will  not  aLri'i  the  stirklers  for  tbe  present 
measures;  by  confronting  them  with  more  stUe 
authorities,  if  Ovy  will  permit  me  the  following 
shor;  but  express  declarati<>  of  Sidney,  which  they 
may  chew  at  leisure.  No  mar  caa  oivx  that  waica 
IS  AaQTaxa's. 
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no  pouible  ri|(ht  to  be  coatulted,  in  the  dUpnnl 
of  bi(  property:  when  ■  lordly,  ihouftb  vnleitered 
Hritiih  clettar,  po>i>r<i(ed  ofa  turnip  f^rdcn,  witti 
great  proprlet J  may  appoint  >  legisUiu-'e,  toaursi 
the  impU  (InmaiiK  of  the  mMt  icniibte,  opulent 
American  plunter. 

But  remember,  r.y  brethren,  when  ■  people  have 
once  lolJ  ihrir  lib^rtin,  tt  ii  no  act  of  eir.'oni:. 
n«ry  generoiiiy,  to  throw  their  li*ei  and  proper- 
ties into  the  barffiiii,  for  tL* y  are  poor  indeed  whea    ■ 
mjoyed  at  the  mercy  of  a  naiter. 

The  lite  conduct  of  Great  Britain,  to  ineontia- 
«it  witb  the  praeiice  of  former  timei,  ao  aubver- 
live  of  the  lirat  printipie*  of  goverament,  i*  auHl- 
to  excite  the  diacnntent  of  the  lubjecl:  th« 
Ainerieui*  jus'ly  kiid  Jecenily  urged  an  excliuiva 
ri^il  of  taxing  *hemaelTe<;  VM  it  indulgent,  conei- 
'  parental  conduct  in  that  aiate,  to  eiag'- 
Reralc  inch  a  claim,  u  a  concerted  plan  of  rebel, 
on  in  the  wanton  Ainrricanii?  and  by  a  rij^imis 
id  cruel  rxciciie  of  poirer  to  enforce anhmiatim', 
icile  auch  anjniutitieii,  aa  at  lome  future  period, 
lay  produce  a  bitler  repenlanci-f    ,-  . 
Cin  aueh  be  called  ■  legal  Ui  or  free  glT^f  ii  i« 
rather  levying  oinlribniion*  on  grudging  en'liived 
American!,  by  virtue  uf  an  act  fV^nied  an.I  T'lrcei^ 
only  withoitl,  but  aguinit  their  conan^lj  there- 
by rindering  the  provincial  aaacmblic*  an  uieleis 
part  of  the  conititution. 

Where  Uvi  arc  framed  and  aHeaiment*  laid  wi(!i. 
out  a  legal  repre«enta(  ion,  and  obedience  to  siirh 
acta  urged  by  force,  the  deapairing  people  robbed 
»here  one  aingle  law  can  be  made  or  repjt.led.i"'""')'  <:on»<itut'oaal  meana  oi><.lrea%  uni^  iti^t 
'.■itLoul  theiaterpoaitiunorconient  ofthepeople.  people,  br>Tc  and  rirtuoiia,  muat  become 
That  the  mnaber*  of  the  Briiiih  parliament  a 
tkc  rrpretcntativea  of  the  whole  Hritiah  empii 
aprenlf  militatei  with  their  avowed  principln:| 
fffffyi  "d  reaidence  within  the  iiland,  aloni 
Wititutiag  the  right  of  elecli»a;  and  aurely  he 
■M  my  delegate  in  wboac  nomination  or  appoint 

■cot  I  bare  no  choice:  but  however  the  futile  and  r     .  .  ,  .      - 

*~.dcWmrf.,i„a,l,.p,„„uUo....,.„.| """"''"  P™""""''  ■"'■  ■"""  «'"" 
l»n»iU,u.,  id..ar.p.li,ir.I.i,™„i.fc,„„.,  P«n'>"l"""""J"' 


ct  for  a  partial  intcreat,  i(a  operation 
dcerminable,  where  tta  delegation  endi. 

T1>e  conaiitulion  of  England,  I  revere  to  a  degree 
Of  idoUliy:  but  my  attaclimrnt  '.i  to  the  eommni 
veal:  The  magiatrate  will  ever  command  my 
reapeet,  by  the  integrity  and  wiidom  of  bia  ad- 
Biniatratmna. 

Jmiua  well  obaervea,  "when  the  conititution  i* 
openly  invaded,  when  the  flrat  original  right  ol 
the  people,  ftom  which  all  U«a  derive  tli«ir  au- 
Ihority,  it  directly  attacked,  inferior  grievances 
Mliinlly  loic  their  force,  and  are  aulTTrd  to  pasK 
by  vithoat  puniahment  ot  obierration." 

Kumbetleu  have  been  the  attack*  made  upon 
ear  free  coaatitutiont  numberleai  the  grievances 
•c  BOW  reaent:  but  the  Hs<tra  mirahief,  ii  the 
tivUilon  of  my  right,  u  ■  BniTiiH  AMaatcin  free- 
bolder,  in  not  being  conaulted  in  framing  tboar 
Kalutta  I  am  required  to  obey, 

Ttieautboriiyofthe  aaiTisu  monarch 
colony  vaa  cslabliahcd,  asrl  his  powerderived  from 
Ac  prnriDce  camui  by  thai  we  are  entitled  to  a 
diathict  leg itlation.  Aa  in  every  gnvemment  there 
mutt  exiat  a  power  iiiperior  to  the  law*,  via  the 
■be  power  that  niaketi  ilioae  law*,  and  from  which 
they  derive  their  authorit):'  therefore  the  liberty 
ofthepeople  ia  exactly  proportioned  to  the  aliare 
tbe  body  of  the  people  have  in  the  legiataturei 
wd  the  check  placed  ia  the  conatitulion,  on  the 
aecviivc  power.  I'hat  *Ute  only  ia  free,  vhere  the  j 
ptsptearegovemcd  by  law*  which  they  haveaabare 
■a  making!  and  that  countiy  is  totally  enilired, 


I  admiration  ol  age*,  ahould  lliey  n«t  appeal  to  tl^o'c 
ipoweri,  which  the  imn.utable  Lwa  i,f  nature  have 
mankind.  Ftar  ii  a  alender  tie  of  »>iS- 
"  !jcction(  we  deteat  thote  whom  we  fear,  and  niik 
'"".  I  deitriiclion  to  thoie  we  deleat^  but  hit  man  i  y, 
I uprightr.eaa,  and  gnod  faiih,  with  an  ipparant 
raichfulries*  for  the  welfare  of  the  people,  con. 


(if  pwaiblc)  heighten  the  indignation, 

tkc  ridicule  of  »  freeborn  American,  wbo  by  mcli 

■  raUaCMU  pmcxt  Would  despoil  hin  of  bii  pro 

peny. 


An  Ameriei 
nd  Judicious 


I  freeholder,  *ccording  to  the  jui 
onduciurthe  pretPni  miii'a  rv,  hi 


kii  iiidi  a™:(CT'__ 


I  opposed  to  I 
panlaan  arm  fbr  ii 


iihority;  for  when  violence 
and  justice,  courage  never 


What  dignity,  what  reapect,  what  auithority,  c.« 
Britain  derive  from  her  oba'iiiate  aillietence  lo 
errorF  «hr  alaiiJa  convicted  of  violating  her  own 
principle',  but  peneverea  with  U'l^lentlng  leveriiyi 
we  implore  fur  rifSli  ai  a  grace — ahe  aggrivati-a 
ojr  ilisiresi, by  lop^iing  away  anoiher  and  another 
darling  privilege)  we  uk  fot/retdon  and  alic  aenda 
the  t-aardf 


is 
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To  the  wisdom,  to  the  justice,  to  the  piety  of 
bis  most  sacred  majesty,  I  anite  in  my  appeal  with 
this  unbounded  empire;  Gvs  g^nt  he  may  attend 
to  the  reiterated  prayer,  instead  of  the  murmur  of 
discontent^  and  the  frown  of  louring  disaffection; 
we  would  universally  hail  him  ^\^h  those  eifusions 
of  genuine  joy,  and  duteous  veneration,  which  the 
proudest  sKsroT  will  vainly  look  for,  from  forced 
respect  or  cenemonial  homage. 

Parties  and  factions,  sinee  the  days  of  the  detest- 
ed Andf^9a,  have  been  strangers  to  this  land;  no 
distinctions  of  heaK  felt  animosity,  disturbed  the 
peace  and  order  of  society  till  the  malignant  folly 
of  a*  late  rancorous  commander  in  chief,  conjured 
them  fi*om  the  dead:  when  shall  this  unhappy  clime 
be  purged  of  its  numerous  plagues?  when  will  our 
troubles,  our  feuds,  our  struggles  cease?  -when  -will 
the  locvtst  leave  the  lahd?  then,  and  not  till  then, 
peace  and  plenty  shall  smile  arotmd  us;  the  hus- 
bandman will  labor  with  pleasure;  and  honest  in- 
dustry reap  the  reward  of  its  toil. 

But  let  ut^lbft  forget  the  distressing  occasion  of 
this  anniver«H7:  the  sullen  ghosts  of  murdered 
felhv'Citixent  haunt  my  imagination  **and  harrow 
up  my  soul;*'  methinka  the  tainted  air  is  hung  with 
the  dews  of  death,  while  Ate,  hot  from  hell,  cries 
bavock,  and  leU  slip  the  dogs  of  war.  Hark!  the 
van  tenants  of  the  grave  still  ahriek  for  vengeance 
on  their  remorseless  butchers:  forgive  us  heaven/ 
should  we  mingle  involuntary  execrations,  while 
hovering  in  idea  over  the  guililess  dead.  Where  is 
the  amiable,  the  graceful  Maverick?  the  opening 
blossom  is  now  withered  in  his  cheek,  the  sprightly 
fire  that  once  lightened  in  his  eye  is  quenshed  in 
death;!  the  savage  handa  of  brutal  ruffiant  have 
crushed  the  unsuspecting  victim,  and  in  an  evil 
hour  snatched  away  his  gentle  soul. 

Where  is  the  friendly,  the  industrious  Cald-^ell? 
be  paced  innoxious  through  the  theatre  of  death, 
inconscious  of  design  or  danger,  when  the  winged 
fate  gored  bis  bosom,  and  stript  his  startled  soul 
for  the  world  of  spirits.  Where  are  the  reeidue  of 
activt  citixene  that  were  wont  to  tread  these  sacred 
floors?  fallen  by  the  hands  of  the  vindictive  assassins 
they  swell  the  horrors  of  the  sanguinary  scene.— 
Loyalty  stands  on  tiptoe  at  the  shocking  recollec- 
tion, while  justice,  virtue,  honor,  patriotism  become 
suppliants  for  immoderate  vengeance:  the  whole 
soul  clamors  fbr'arms»  and  is  on  fire  to  attack 
the  brutal  banditti;  we  fly  agonizing  to  the  horrid 
aceldama;  we  gaze  on  the  mangled  corses  of  our 


brethren  and  grinning  fitriet,  glotting  o'er  their 
carnage,  the  hostile  attitude  of  the  mbcreant 
murderere,  redoubles  our  resentment,  and  makes 
revenge  a  virtue. 

Bif  heaven  theg  tSef  thus  nature  spoke,  and  tha 
swoln  heart  leap'd  to  execute  the  dreadful  pur- 
pose; dire  was  the  interval  of  rage,  fierce  wai  the 
conflict  of  the  soul.  In  that  important  hour,  did 
not  the  stalking  ghosts  of  our  ttem  fitefiuhere^ 
point  us  to  bloody  deeds  of  vengeance?  did  not  the 
consideration  of  our  expiring  libbbtibs,  impel  ut 
to  remorseless  havoc?  but  bark!  the  guardian  Gon 
of  New  Ergland  issues  his  awful  mandate,  *'fbacb, 
Bi  still;"  hush'd  was  the  bursting  war,  the 
louring  tempest  frowned  its  rage  away.  Confidence 
in  that  God,  beneath  whose  wing  we  shelter  all 
our  cares,  that  blessed  confidence  released  the 
daatard,  the  cowering  prey:  with  haughty  Bcom 
we  refused  to  become  their  executioners,  and 
nobly  gave  them  to  the  wrath  of  heaven:  but  words 
can  poorly  paint  the  horrid  scene* — defSenceless, 
prostrate,  bleeding  countrymen— the  piercing, 
agonizing  groans— the  mingled  moan  of  weeping 
relatives  and  friends— these  best  can  speak,  to 
rouse  the  luke-warm  into  noble  seal;  to  fit  e  the 
zealoua  into  manly  rage,  against  the /»ii/s/>^ret«»ofi, 
of  quartering  /rs«p«,  tn  p9puIou9  citiet,  in  timet  of 
peaee. 


Thoo  wbo  7dn  bloody  valk  iImIc  triTene,  there 
Vbcre  onoopt  of  Britain'^  king,  on  Britain'*  tuiu, 
Dneharc^d  the  leaden  Tenfeanec;  paw  not  on 
K*er  thou  batt  blctt  their  memory,  and  paid 
Those  hallowed  tears,  which  looth  the  virtoout  dead: 
O  Hranger!  ttay  thee,  and  the  leene  aronnd 
Coatemplite  wdl;  and  if  perehanee  thy  home 
Skliite  thee  with  a  father'*  honorVI  name. 
Go  call  thy  ■ons— hutruet  them  what  a  debt 
They  owe  their  aneettors,  and  make  them 


To  pay  it,  bv  tranimittinjr  down  entire, 

Thoae  tacired  righu,  to  whieh  theaacKci  were  bom. 


*The  NrMeham  Baronet. 

^  Hie  abi  baibaiw  boelit, 

Vi  f^  plu«  valesnt  kcihei  anaa  l^ciu-Ontf  *  ^mfe. 


OBATIOB,  OILIVBRXD  AT  BOSTOXT,  XABCB  5,  1774^ 

BY  THE  HON.  JOHN  H  VNCOCK,  ESQ. 

Tcadidit  hie  anro  patriam,  dominnmqne  potentctt 
Impotoit:  fixit  legn  pretio  atque  refixit. 
Non,  mihi  li  lingiue  eentom  iint,  oraour  eentam, 
Verrea  tox,  omnct  leelerun:  comprendere  format, 
I  I       II  ■   nntiinii 

rtrg, 

Mkn,  brethren^  faihert  andfellvw^ceuntrffmen ' — The 
attentive  gravity,  the  venerable  appearance  of  this 
crowded  audience,*  the  dignity  %hich  I  behold  in 
the  countenances  of  so  many  in  this  great  assem- 
bly; the  solemnity  of  the  occasion  upon  which  we 
have  met  together,  joined  to  a  consideration  of  the 
part  I  am  to  take  in  the  important  business  of  this 
day,  fill  me  with  an  awe  hitherto  unknown;  and 
heighten  the  sense  which  I  have  ever  had,  of  my 
unworthiness  to  fill  this  sacred  desk;  but,  allured 
by  the  call  of  some  of  my  respected  fellow-citizens. 


Mnltaqae  nibcntiaecede 


laia  iMicnt}  naUa  laa  unfok  ■<iii.-i'Uc«%  !.<(.> 
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With  whose  request  it  is  always  my  g^reatest  plea- 
sure to  comply,  1  almost  forgot  my  want  of  ability 
to  perform  what  they  required.  In  this  situation 
1  find  my  only  support,  in  assuring  myself  that  a 
generous  people  will  not  severely  censure  what 
they  know  was  well  intended,  though  its  want  of 
■erit,  should  prevent  their  heing  able  to  applaud 
it.  And  I  pray^  that  my  sincere  attachment  to  the 
interest  of  my  country,  and  hearty  detestation  of 
every  design  formed  against  her  liberties,  may  be 
admitted  as  some  apology  for  my  appearance  in 
this  place. 

I  have  always,  from  my  earliest  youth,  rejoiced 
In  the  felicity  of  my  fellow-men;  and  have  ever 
considered  it  as  the  indispensable  duty  of  every 
■ember  of  society  to  promote,  as  far  a^  in  him 
lies,  the  prosperity  of  every  individual,  but  more 
especially  of  the  community  to  which  he  belongs; 
md  also,  as  a  faithful  subject  of  the  state,  to  use  \m 
vtmost  endeavors  to  detect,  and  hnving  detected. 
ttrenuoiisly  to  oppose  every  traitorous  plot  which 
its  enemies  may  devise  for  its  destruction.  Security 
to  the  persons  and  properties  of  the  governed,  is 
to  obviovsly  the  design  and  end  of  civil  govern- 
ment, that  to  attempt  a  logical  proof  of  it,  would 
be  like  burning  tapers  at  noonday,  to  assist  the  sun 
in  talightening  the  world;  and  it  cannot  be  either 
virtuous  or  honorable,  to  attempt  to  support  a  go> 
vemment,  of  which  this  is  not  the  great  and  princi- 
pal basis;  and  it  is  to  the  last  degree  vicious  snd 
infamous  to  attempt  to  support  a  government, 
which  manifestly  tends  to  render  the  persons  and 
properties  of  the  governed  insecure.  Some  boast 
of  being  friendt  to  govemmentg  I  am  a  friend  to 
righuwia  government,  to  a  government  founded 
«poB  the  principles  of  reason  and  justice;  hut  I 
glory  in  publicly  avowing  my  eternal  enmity  to 
tynnmy.  Is  the  present  system,  which  the  British 
•ilministration  have  adopted  for  the  government 
of  the  colonies,  a  righteous  government?  or  is  it 
tyranny? — Here  suiTer  me  to  ask  (and  would  to 
Heaven  there  could  be  an  answer)  what  tenderness, 
what  regard,  respect  or  consideration  has  Great 
Britain  shewn,  in  their  late  transactions,  for  the 
sceority  of  the  persons  or  properties  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  colonies?  or  rather,  what  have 
Ibey  omitted  doing  to  destroy  that  security?  they 
have  declared  that  they  have,  ever  bad,  and  of 
right  ought  ever  to  have,  full  power  to  make  laws 
of  sufficient  validity  to  bind  the  colonies  in  all 
caoes  what  evert  they  have  exercised  this  pretended 
right  by  imposing  a  tax  upon  us  without  our  con- 
•c«Ki  aid  Icit  we  should  shew  some  reluctance  at 
piftiDg  with  otir  property,  her  fleets  tod  armies 


are  sent  to  enforce  their  rnad  pretensions.  The 
town  of  Boston,  ever  faithful  to  the  British  croxtn, 
has  been  invested  by  a  British  fleet:  the  troops  of 
George  the  III.  have  crossed  the  wide  Athntir,  not 
to  engage  an  enemy,  but  to  assist  aband  of  TniiTuas 
in  trampling  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  his  most 
loyal  subjects  in  America^those  rights  and  liber- 
ties which,  as  a  father,  he  ought  ever  to  regard, 
and  as  a  king,  he  is  bound,  in  honor,  to  defend 
from  violations,  even  at  the  risque  of  his  own  life. 

Let  not  the  histoiy  of  the  illustrious  house  of 
Brunswick  inform  posterity,  that  a  king,  descend- 
ed from  that  glorious  monsrch,  George  the  II.  once 
sent  his  British  subjects  to  conquer  and  enslave 
his  subjects  in  America,  but  be  perpetual  infamy 
entailed  upon  that  villain  who  dared  to  advise  his 
master  to  such  execrable  measures;  for  it  was  easy 
to  foresee  the  consequences  which  so  naturally 
followed  upon  sending  troops  into  America,  to  en- 
force obedience  to  acts  of  the  British  parliament, 
which  neither  God  nor  man  ever  empowered  them 
to  make.  It  was  reasonable  to  expect  that  troops, 
who  knew  the  errand  they  were  sent  upon,  would 
treat  the  people  whom  they  were  to  subjugate, 
with  a  cruelty  and  haughtiness,  which  too  of\en 
buries  thehonorable  character  of  a  toldier,  i  the  (lis* 
gracefulname  of  an  unfeeling  niffian.  Thctroop«,up-" 
on  their  first  arrival,  took  possession  of  otir  senate- 
house,  and  pointed  their  cannon  against  the  j'ir!g- 
ment-hall,  and  even  continued  them  there  whilst 
the  supreme  court  of  judicature  for  tl:is  province 
was  actually  sitting  to  decide  upon  the  lives  and 
fortunes  of  the  kin^r's  subjects.  Our  streets  nightly 
resounded  with  the  noise  of  riot  and  debauch erv; 
our  peaceful  citizens  were  hourly  exposed  to 
shameful  insults,  and  often  felt  the  pfTer.ts  of  their 
violence  and  outrage. — But  this  was  not  all:  as 
though  they  thought  it  not  enough  to  violate  our 
civil  rights,  they  endeavored  to  deprive  us  of  the 
enjoyment  of  our  religioun  privileges;  to  viciate 
our  morals,  and  thereby  render  us  deserving  of 
destruction.  Hence  the  rude  din  of  arms  which 
broke  in  upon  your  solemn  devotions  in  your  tem- 
ples, on  that  day  hallowed  by  heaven,  and  set 
apart  by  God  himself  for  Ms  peculiar  wors!:ip. 
Hence,  impious  oaths  and  blasphemies  so  often 
tortured  your  unaccustomed  ear.  Hence,  all  the 
arts  which  idleness  and  luxury  could  invent,  were 
used  to  betray  our  youth  of  one  sex  into  extrava* 
gance  and  effeminacy,  and  of  the  other  to  infamy  and 
ruin;  and  did  they  not  succeed  but  too  well?  did 
not  a  reverence  for  religion  sensibly  decay?  did 
not  our  infants  almost  learn  to  lisp  out  curses  be* 
fore  they  knew  their  horrid  import?  did  not  p\\x 
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youth  forget  they  were  Americans,  and  regardles- 
of  the  admonitions  of  the  wise  and  aged,  senritely 
copy  from  their  tyrants  those  vices  which  finally 
must  overthrow  the  empire  of  Great  Britain?  and 
must  I  be  compelled  to  acknowledge,  that  even 
the  noblest,  fairest  part  of  all  the  lower  creation 
did  not  entirely  escape  the  cursed  snare?  when 
Virtue  has  once  erected  her  throne  within  the 
female  breast,  it  is  upon  so  solid  a  basis  that  noth 
ing  is  able  to  expel  the  heaveply  inhabitant.  B«i« 
have  there  not  been  some,  few  indeed,  I  hope, 
whose  youth  and  inexperience  have  rendered  them 
a  prey  to  wretches,  whom,  upon  the  leci  reflec- 
tion, they  would  have  despised  and  haled  as  foes 
to  Gei»  and  their  country?  I  fear  there  have  been 
some  such  unhappy  instances;  nr  why  have  1  seen 
an  honest  father  cloathed  with  shame;  or  why  a 
virtuous  mother  drowned  in  tears? 


But  1  forbear,  and  come  reluctantly  to  the  trans 
actions  of  that  dismal  night,  when  in  such  quick 
succession  we  felt  the  extremes  of  grief,  astonish- 
ment and  rage;  when  Heaven  in  anger,  for  a  dread- 
ful moment  aiiffered  hell  to  take  the  reins;  when 
Satan  with  his  chosen  band  opened  the  aluices  of 
New.E'igland's  blood,  and  sacrilegiously  polluted 
our  land  with  the  dead  bodies  of  bar  guiltless 
sons.    Let  this  sad  tale  of  death  never  be  told 
without  a  tear:  let  not  the  heaving  bosom  cease 
to  bum  with  a  manly  indignation  at  the  barbarous 
story,  through  the  long  tracts  of  future  time:  let 
every  parent  tell  the  shameful  story  to  his  listening 
children  'til  tears  of  pity  glisten  in  tlieir  eyes, 
and  boiling  passions  shakes  their  tender  frames; 
and  whilst  the  anniversary  of  that  ill-fated  night  is 
kept  a  jubilee  in  the  grim  court  of  pandemonium, 
let  all  America  join  in  one  common  prayer  to  hea 
ven,  that  the  inhuman,  unprovoked  murders  of  the 
fifth  of  March,  1770,  planned  by  Hillsborough,  and 
a  knot  of  treacherous  knaves  in  Boston,  and  execu- 
ted by  the  cruel  hand  of  Preston  and  bis  aangui- 
aary  coadjutors,  may  ever  stand  on  history  with- 
out a  parallel.    But  what,  my  countrymen,  with- 
held the  ready  arm  of  vengeance  from  executing 
kikiant  juiittce  on  the  vile  assassins?  perhaps  you 
feared  promiscuous  carnage  mignt  ensue,  and  that 
the  innocent  might  share  the  fate  of  those  who  had 
performed  the  infernal  deed.    But  were  not  all 
guilt}?  where  you  not  too  tender  of  the  lives  of 
those  who  came  to  fix  a  yoke  on  your  necks?  but  I 
must  not  too  severely  bLme  a  fault,  which  great 
touls  only  can  commit.    May  that  magnificence  of 
spirit  which  scorns  the  low  pursuits  of  malice,  may 
:  bat  generous  compassion  which  of^en  preterres 


From  ruin,  even  a  guilty  viilian,  forever  actuate  the 
noble  bosoms  of  Americans!    But  let  not  the  mis- 
creant host  vainly  imagine  that  we  feared  their 
xrms.    No;  them  we  despised;  we  dread  nothmic 
but  slavery.    Death  is  the  creature  of  a  poltroon's 
brains;  *tis  immortality  to  sacrifice  ourselves  for 
the  salvation  of  our  country.    We  fear  not  death. 
Tltat  gloemy  night,  the  pale  faced  moon,  and  the 
uffrigfited  stars  that  hurried  through  the  sky,  can 
witness  that  we  fear  not  death.  Our  hearts  which, 
at  the  recollection,  glow  with  rage  that  four  revolv- 
ing years  have  scarcely  taught  us  to  restrain,  can 
■  itness  tha*  we  fear  not  death;  and  happy  it  is  for 
those  who  dared  to  insult  us,  that  their  naked  bones 
are  iK>t  now  piled  up  an  everlasting  monument  of 
Massachusetu'  bravery.    But  they  retired,  they 
fid,  and  in  that  flight  they  found  their  only  safety. 
We  then  expected  that  the  hand  of  public  jusUce 
would  soon  inflict  that  punishment  upon  the  mur- 
derers, which,  by  the  laws  of  Goo  and  man,  they  had 
incurred.    But  let  the  unbiassed  peti  of  a  Robert* 
son,  or  perhaps  of  some  equally  famed  American, 
conduct  this  trial  before  the  great  tribunal  of  suc« 
ceeding  generations.    And  though  the  murderers 
may  escape  the  fust  resentment  of  an  enraged  peo* 
pie ;  though  drowsy  justice,  intoxicated  by  the 
poisonous  draught  prepared  for  her  cup,  still  nods 
upon  her  rotten  seat,  yet  be  assured,  such  compU* 
cated  crimes  will  meet  their  due  reward.    Tell 
me,  ye  bloody  butchers!  ye  villians  high  and  low! 
ye  wretches  who  contrived,  as  well  as  yeu  who  ex- 
ecuted the  inhuman  deed!  do  you  not  feel  the 
goada  and  stings  of  conscious  guilt  pierce  through 
your  savage  bosoms?  Uiough  some  of  you  may  think 
yourselves  exalted  to  a  height  that  bids  defiance 
to  human  justice,  and  others  shroud  yourselves  be« 
neath  the  mask  of  hypocrisy,  and  build  your  hopes 
of  safely  on  the  low  arts  of  cunning,  chicanery  and 
falsehood:  yet  do  you  not  sometimes  feel  the  knaw- 
ings  of  that  worm  which  never  dies?  do  not  the  In- 
jured shades  of  Maverick,  Gray,  Caldwell,  Attucks 
and  Carr,  attend  you  in  your  aolitary  walks,  arrest 
you  even  in  the  midst  of  your  debaucheries,  and  fill 
even  your  dreams  with  terror?  but  if  the  unappeas- 
ed  manes  of  the  dead  should  not  disturb  their  mur- 
derers, yet  surely  even  your  obdurate  hearts  must 
shrink,  and  your  guilty  blood  roust  chill  within 
your  rigid  veins,  when  you  behold  the  miserable 
Monk,  the  wretched  victim  of  your  savage  cruelty. 
Ohatrve  his  tottering  knees,  which  scarce  sustawi 
his  wasted  body;  look  on  his  hsggard  eyes;  mark 
well  the  death-like  paleness  on  his  fallen  cheek, 
and  tell  me,  does  not  the  sight  plant  daggers  i.i 
your  souU?  unhappy  Monk!  cut  off  In  the  gay  morn 
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of  mwihood,  from  all  the  joys  which  »weeten  lifp.lmcaiwsay  generally,  much  less  univeriiUy)  com 


dcwmed  10  drag  on  a  piiiful  existence,  without  even 
a  hope  to  taste  the  pleasures  of  returning  health! 
yet  Monk,  thou  livest  not  in  vain;  thou  Uvest  a 
warning  to  thy  country,  which  sympathizes  with 
the  in  thy  sufferings;  thou  livest  an  affecving,  an 
alarming  instance  of  theiinbounded  violence  which 
lust  of  power,  assisted  hy  a  standing  army,  can  lead 
a  traitor  to  commit. 

Foe  tis  he  bled,  and  now  languishes.  The  wounds 
by  which  he  is  tortured  to  a  lingering  death,  were 
aimed  at  our  country',  surely  the  meek-eyed  chari- 
ly can  never  behold  such  sufferings  with  indiifer. 
ence.  Nor  can  her  lenient  hand  forbear  to  pour 
oil  and  wine  into  these  wounds,  and  to  assuage  at 
kait,  what  it  cannot  heal. 

Patriotism  is  ever  united  with  humanity  and 
compassion.  This  noble  affection  which  impels  us 
to  ascrificc  every  tiling  dear,  even  life  itself,  to 
our  country,  involves  in  it  a  common  sympatliy  and 
tenderness  for  every  citizen,  and  must  ever  have  a 
fvHatlar  feeUng  for  one  who  suffers  in  a  publi- 
cause.  Thoroughly  persuaded  of  this,  I  need  nd 
add  a  word  to  engage  your  compuasion  and  bounty 
towards  a  fellow  citizen,  who,  with  long  protracte<= 
anguish,  falls  a  vicim  to  tlie  relentless  rage  of  our 
common  enemies. 

Ye  dark  designing  knaves,  ye  murderers,  parri 
eideal  how  dare  you  tread  upon  the  earth,  wliich 
has  draiik  in  the  blood  of  slaughtered  innocents, 
ihedby  your  wicked  hands?  how  Jareyou  breathe 
tbat  air  which  waaed  to  tlie  ear  of  heaven,  the 
groat^s  of  those  wfio  fell  a  sacrifice  td  your  accurscil 
ambition?  but  if  the  laboring  e«rth  doth  not  ex 
yand  her  jiws;  if  the  air  you  breathe  is  not  com- 
■isf  loned  to  be  the  minister  of  deatli;  yet,  hear  it. 
■ad  tremble!  the  eye  of  heaven  penetrates  the  dark- 
est chambers  of  the  soul,  traces  the  leading  clue 
through  all  the  labyrinths  which  your  industrious 
felly  has  devised:  and  you,  however  you  may  have 
acreened  yourselves  from  human  eyes,  must  be  ar 
raigned,  must  lift  your  hands,  red  with  the  blood 
of  those  whose  death  you  have  procured,  at  the  tre 
Bindoua  bar  of  Goo. 

But  1  gladly  quit  the  gloomy  theme  of  death, 
tf  d  leave  you  to  improve  the  thought  of  tiiat  im- 
portant day,  when  otir  naked  soul?  must  stand  be- 
fore that  being,  fnm  whom  nothing  can  be  hid.  1 
would  not  dwell  too  long  upon  the  horrid  eft'ects 
w!;tchhave  already  followed  from  quartering  regu 
kr  troQpa  in  this  town:  let  our  misfortunes  teach 
foaterity  to  guard  against  such  evils  for  the  future. 
Slandiog  armies  are  tometimea  (I  would  by  no 


)Osed  of  persons  who  have  rendered  themselves 
u<\fit  to  live  in  civil  society;  who  have  no  other 
motives  of  conduct  than  those  which  a  desire  of 
the  present  gratification  uf  their  passions  suggests; 
who  have  no  property  in  any  country;  men  w)kO 
have  given  up  their  own  liberties,  and  envy  tliose 
who  enjoy  liberty;  w'*o  are  equally  indifferent  to  tlie 
glory  of  a  George  or  a  Louis;  who  for  the  addition 
of  one  penny  a  day  to  their  wages,  would  desert 
from  the  Christian  cross,  and  fight  under  the  cre- 
scent of  the  Turkish  sultan;  from  such  men  as  these, 
what  has  not  a  state  to  fear?  with  such  as  these, 
usurping  Caesar  passed  the  Rubicon;  with  such  as 
these  he  humbled  mighty  Rome,  and  forced  the 
mistress  of  the  world  to  own  a  master  in  a  traitor. 
These  are  the  men  whom  sceptered  robbrrs  now 
employ  to  frustrate  the  designs  of  God,  and  render 
vain  the  boimties  which  his  gracious  hand  pours  in- 
discriminately upon  his  creatures.  By  these  the 
miserable  slaves  in  Turkey,  Persia,  and  many  other 
extensive  countries,  are  rendered  truly  wretched, 
though  their  air  is  salubrious,  and  their  soil  luxu- 
riously fertile.  By  these,  France  and  Spain,  though 
^1  leased  by  nature  with  all  that  administera  to  the 
convenience  of  life,  have  been  reduced  to  that  eon« 
temptible  state  in  which  they  now  appear;  and  by 

these  Britain but  if  I  was  possessed 

of  the  gift  of  prophecy,  I  dare  not,  except  by  divine 
command,  unfold  the  leaves  on  which  the  destiny 
of  that  once  powerful  kingdom  is  inscribed. 

But  since  standing  armies  are  so  hurtful  to  a 
state,  perhaps  my  countrymen  may  demand  some 
substitute,  some  other  means  of  rendering  us  se. 
cure  against  the  incursions  of  a  foreign  enemy.  But 
can  you  be  one  moment  at  a  loss?  will  not  a  tvell  dit- 
ciplined  miHHa  afford  you  ample  security  against 
foreign  foes?  we  want  not  courage;  it  is  discipline 
alone  in  which  we  are  exceeded  hy  the  most  formid- 
able troops  that  ever  trod  the  earth.  Sitrely  our 
hearts  flutter  no  more  at  the  sound  of  war,  than 
did  those  of  the  immortal  band  of  Persia,  the  Ma- 
cedonian phalanx,  the  invincible  Roman  legions, 
the  Turkish  Janissaries,  the  G^'us  des  Armes  of 
F/ance,  or  the  well  knvt^n  grenaiBert  of  Britain.  A 
well  disciplined  militia  is  a  safe,  an  honorable 
guard  to  a  community  like  this,  whose  inhabitants 
are  by  nature  brave,  and  are  laudably  tenacious  of 
that  freedom  in  which  they  were  born.  From  a 
well  regtilated  militia  we  have  nothing  to  fear;  their 
interest  is  the  same  with  that  of  the  state^  When 
a  country  is  invaded,  the  militia  are  readv  to  ap- 
pear in  its  defence;  they  march  into  the  Held  with 
Jtbai  fortitude  wiiich  a  conscionsress  of  the  jn  I'ice 
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of  it.cir  cmiie  iuipire*^  tliey  do  noi  jeopinJ  their  j 
liTW  for  ■  muter  who  contideri  them  only  u  the  | 
inttramenU  of  hi*  ambition,  uid  whom  thej  r»g«rd  i 
only  u  tlie  duly  diipenser  oflhf  lemnty  pitunce 
of  brud  indwrter.  No,  they  fight  fortbe!thouseii,| 
their  lands,  for  their  wivea,  their  children,  for  all' 
who  eluim  the  tendsreai  namea,  and  are  hslil  dear-| 
Ml  in  their  hearts,  they  fight  pruirmt  tt  Jlcii,  for' 
their  liberty,  and  for  tliemselvei,  and  for  their  (iod 
Andlet  it  not  offend,  if  I  aay,  that  no  miliila  tvcr 
appeared  in  more  flourialiing  condition,  than  that 
«f  thia  province  now  doth;  and  pardon  me  if  1  say 
—of  thi*  town  in  parilcular.— I  mean  not  to  boasi  i 
I  would  noi  excite  envy  but  manly  emulation.  \\'e 
bave  all  one  common  ciiMe;  lei  it  therefore  be  our 
Odly  eonte»t,who  iball  mn»t  contribute  to  the  «e- 
curity  of  the  Ubertiea  of  America.  And  may  the 
Mme  kind  Proridence  which  ha*  watched  over  this 
country  from  her  infant  Hate,  still  enable  ub  to  de 
ftat  ooi  enemiea.  I  cannot  here  forbear  noiicitig 
IhC  signal  manner  in  which  the  dealgna  of  those 
who  wish  not  well  to  ua  have  been  diacoTtred.  The 
aarkdeeda  of  a  treacherouacabal,  ba»e  been  brought 
10  public  view.  Vou  now  know  the  aerpenU  who. 
whilst  cberiahed  in  y»ur  botom*,  weredartinj;  their 
envenomed  itrnga  into  the  vitali  of  the  cooatitution. 
Bat  the  repre*enUti»e*  of  the  people  have  fiied  a 
mark  on  these  ungrateful  monaters,  which,  tliougb 
it  may  not  make  them  ao  aecureaa  Cain  of  old,  yet 
leodera  them  at  least  ai  inftmoaa.  Indeed  it  would 
be  affrontive  to  the  tutelar  deity  of  thia  counlrj 
eien  to  despair  of  aaving  it  firom  kll  the  anarea 
vbicb  human  policy  can  lay. 

True  it  la,  that  the  British  roiniaUy  have  annexed 
a  aalary  to  the  office  of  the  governor  of  thia  pro- 
vince, to  be  paid  out  of  a  revenue,  raiaedin  Ameri. 
ea,  without  our  consent.  They  have  attempted  to 
renderour  courts  of  Juaiice  the  instrumeota  of  «<• 
tending  the  auOiorily  of  acta  of  the  British  parlia- 
metit  over  tbia  colony,  by  maUng  the  judge*  de- 
pendent on  the  British  adminiatratioo  (br  their 
mpport  But  this  people  will  never  be  ensUved 
with  iheir  eye*  open.  The  moment  they  knew  that 
the  governor  was  not  auch  a  governor  as  the  char- 
ter  of  the  province  point*  out,  he  lost  hi*  power  of 
burtiiig  them.  They  were  alarmedi  they  auapect- 
edhim,haveguardedagainat  him,  andhebaa  fuund 
Ibatawiseandabravepeople,  when  they  know  their 
di^nger,  are  (ruilful  in  expedienU.to  etcape 

The  courts  of  judicature  also  ao  &r  loat  their 
dignity,  by  being  auppoied  to  he  under  an  undue 
inBuenee,  that  ourrepre*enUtive*  thought  it  ahaO' 
lutely  necesaary  to  resolve  that  tbey  were  bmud 
Ao  declare  Ibat  they  would  not  receive  aay  elber 


salary  besides  that  which  the  general  court  thoatd 
grant  tbemt  and  ifth^  did  not  make  thia  declara- 
tion, that  it  would  b«  the  duty  of  the  house  to  !■• 
peach  them. 

Great  expectation*  were  also  fimned  (H>m  the 
artful  scheme  of  allowing  the  Eiai  India  company 
to  export  tea  to  America,  upon  their  own  account.  ■ 
Tbl*  certainly,  had  it  succeeded,  would  bare  tS- 
feeted  the  purpose  of  the  contriver^  and  gratiBed 
the  moit  sanguine  wiabea  of  our  adversarie*.  We 
soon  should  have  found  our  trade  in  the  hands  of 
foreigner*,  and  taiea  imposed  on  every  thing  which 
we  coniumedj  nor  would  it  have  been  strange,  if, 
few  years,  a  company  in  London  ahonld  have 
purchaaed  anexcluaive  right  oftradingto  America. 
But  their  plot  waa  aoon  discovered.    The  people 


aware  of  the  poison  which,  with  ao  mucb 
crafl  and  aubtilily,  had  been  concealed:  lo«a  and 
diigraee  ensued:  and,  perhap*,  dtia  long-concerted 
maater-pieee  of  policy,  may  issue  in  the  total  diauae 
of  tea,  in  thia  country,  which  will  eventually  be  the 
saving  of  the  Uvea  and  the  eetatea  of  thousands- 
while  we  r^oice  that  the  adveraary  ha*  not  hi* 
therto  prevailed  against  ua,  let  ua  by  no  meana 
put  off  the  harness.  Resllns  malice,  and  diup- 
pobiled  ambilion,  will  sUU  suggest  n«w  meaaurea 
to  oar  inveterate  tnemin.  Therefore  let  ut  aUw 
be  ready  to  take  the  field  whenever  danger  callfi 
let  ua  be  united  and  atrengthen  the  haoda  of  each 
Htber,  by  promoting  a  genei«l  union  among  u*. 
Much  baa  been  done  by  the  committees  of  cor- 
ipondence  for  this  and  the  other  towns  of  Uiia 
province,  towards  uniting  the  inhabilanUi  let  them  ' 
ilill  go  on  and  prosper.  Much  ha*  been  done  by 
.lie  coraraitieea  of  correspondence,  for  the  bouse* 
if  assembly,  in  thi*  and  our  sister  colonici,  for 
uniting  the  inhahilanta  of  the  whole  continent,  for 
the  security  of  their  common  intereat.  May  suc- 
cess ever  attend  their  generou*  endeavors.  But 
permit  me  here  to  atiggeat  a  general  congress  of 
deputies,  from  the  several  house*  of  assembly,  on 
the  continent,  u  the  most  effeclusl  method  ol  eauH. 
lishing  tuch  an  union,  a*  the  present  posture  of 
our  affaira  require.  At  auch  a  congreaa  a  firm 
foundation  may  be  laid  for  the  aecurlty  of  our 
Ighta  and  libertiesi  a  syalem  may  be  formed  for 
ur  common  safety,  by  a  strict  adherence  to  which, 
we  shall  be  able  to  fruitrate  any  attempii  to  over- 
con*titutioni  reaiore  peace  and  harmmy 
to  America,  and  aecure  honor  and  wealth  to  Ureat 
Britun,  even  ^^wnat  the  inclination*  of  her  minis- 
I,  whose  duty  it  is  lo  iludy  her  welfare;  and  we 
sliall  alto  free  ourselves  from  those  unmannerly 
pillager*  who  impudently  tell  u»,  thai  Ihey  are  li- 


PaiNClPL£S  AND  ACTS  OF  TIIE  REVOLUTION. 


17 


Dtf 


3r 


±a 


etxutd  by  an  act  of  the  British  parliament^  to  thruat 
their  dirty  hands  into  the  pockets  of  every  Ame. 
rican.  But,  I  trj8%  the  happy  time  will  come, 
when,  with  the  besom  of  destruction,  those  noxious 
▼ermin  will  be  avept  forever  from  the  streets  of 
Boston. 

Surely  yon  never  will  tamely  sniffer  this  country 
to  be  a  den  of  thieves.  Remember,  my  friends, 
from  whom  you  sprang. — Let  not  a  meanness  of 
ipirit,  unknown  to  those  whom  you  boast  of  as  your 
iathera,  excite  a  thou^rht  to  the  dishonor  of  your 
Bothers.  I  conjure  you  by  all  that  is  dear,  by  all  that 
b  honorable,  by  all  that  is  sacred,  not  only  that 
ye  pray,  but  that  you  act;  that,  if  necessary,  ye 
fi^t,  and  even  die,  for  the  prosperity  of  our  Jeru 
ulem.  Break  in  sunder,  with  noble  disdain,  the 
bonds  with  which  the  Philistines  have  bound  you. 
Suffer  not  yourselves  to  be  betrayed  by  the  soft 
arts  of  luxury  and  effeminacy,  into  the  pit  di{^ged 
for  your  destruction.  Despise  the  ^Ure  of  wealth. 
That  people  who  pay  greater  respect  to  a  wealthy 
villain,  than  to  an  honest  upright  man  in  poverty, 
almost  deserve  to  be  enslaved;  they  pUinly  ^hew 
thst  wealth,  however  it  may  be  acquired,  is,  in 
their  esteem,  to  be  preferred  to  virtue. 

But  I  thank  God,  that  America  abounds  in  men 
who  are  superior  to  all  temptation,  whom  nothing 
can  divert  from  a  steady  pursuit  of  the  interest  of 
their  country;  who  are  at  once  its  ornament  and 
safe-guard.  And  sure  I  am,  I  should  not  insur 
your  displeasure,  if  I  paid  a  respect  so  justly  due 
to  their  much  honored  characters  in  this  place; 
but  when  I  name  an  ADAMS,  auch  a  numerous 
host  of  fellow  patriots  rush  upon  my  mind,  thst  I 
fear  it  would  take  up  too  much  of  your  time,  should 
I  attempt  to  call  over  the  illustrious  roll:  but  your 
gratefiil  hearts  will  point  you  to  the  men;  and  their 
revered  names,  in  all  succeeding  times,  shall  grace 
the  annals  of  Americs.  From  them,  let  us,  my 
fncndSy  take  example;  from  them,  let  us  catch  the 
divine  enthusiasm;  and  feel,  each  for  himself,  the 
GoB-like  pleasure  of  diffusing  happiness  on  all 
trooad  us;  of  delivering  the  oppressed  from  the 
iron  grasp  of  tyranny;  of  changing  the  hoarse  com- 
plsints  and  bitter  moans  of  wretched  slaves,  into 
those  cheerful  songs,  which  freedom  and  content* 
Bent  Bust  inspire.  There  is  a  heart-felt  satisfac- 
tion in  reflecting  on  our  exertions  for  the  public 
weal,  which  all  the  sufferings  an  enraged  tyran* 
ctn  iniictf  will  never  ttke  away;  which  the  ingra- 
titude and  reproaches  of  those  whom  we  have  sav 
cd  from  rain,  cannot  rob  us  of.    The  virtuous  as 

lertor  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  merits  a  re  war  J, 
—3. 


which  even  a  want  of  success  in  his  endeavors  to 
save  his  country,  the  heaviest  misfortune  which 
can  befal  a  genuine  patriot,  cannot  entirely  prevent 
him  from  receiving. 

1  have  the  most  animating  confidence  that  the 
present  noble  struggle  for  liberty,  will  terminate 
gloriously  fir  America.  And  let  us  play  the  man 
for  our  God,  and  for  the  cities  of  otir  God;  while 
we  are  using  the  means  in  our  power,  let  hs  hum- 
bly commit  our  righteous  cause  to  the  great  Loiin 
of  the  universe,  who  loveth  righteousness  and 
hateth  iniquity.  And  havini?  secured  the  approba.- 
tion  of  our  hearts,  by  a  fuithful  and  unwearied  dis- 
charge  6f  our  duty  to  our  ccuntry,  let  tis  joyfully 
leave  our  coneems  in  the  hands  of  f?T3f  who  rais- 
eth  up  'and  putteth  dcTwn  the  empires  and  king, 
doms  of  the  world  as  Ha  pleases;  and  with  cheer, 
ful  submission  to  His  sovereign  will,  devoutly  say, 

*'JIUhouirh4hefiff  tree  thaU nut  btottomt  neither  ahatt 
fniU  be  in  the  vineg/  the  tabor  cfthe  oHve  shall  faii^ 
and  the  field  »haU  yield  no  meat;  the  fioch  ghall  be  cu  t 
off  from  the  fold,  and  there  thall  be  no  herd  in  the 
italh;  yet  we  -will  rejoice  in  the  LORD,  we  m'U  Joy 
in  the  GOD  (four  talvation,** 

OBlTIO!f  DBLrVXRXS  kt  BOSTOIV,  WAVCH  6,  1375, 

BV  DR.  JOSEPH  WARREN.  ' 

Tant^  moUt  erat,  liomanam  condcre gentem. 

VineiL's.  45ir. 

0«i,  metuene,  vivit,  liber  mihi  nan  erit  unqnam. 

Ho  a.  Erii. 
My  ever  HOKoaiD  rxLLow-ciTizcirs, 

It  is  not  without  the  most  humilitting  oonvictioa 
of  my  want  of  ability  that  I  now  appear  before  yom 
but  the  sense  I  have  of  the  obligation  I  am  under 
to  obey  the  calls  of  my  country  at  all  times,  to- 
gether  with  an  animating  recollection  of  your  in. 
dulgence,  exhibited  upon  so  many  occasions,  has 
induced  me,  once  more,  undeserving  as  I  am,  to 
throw  myself  upon  that  candor,  wlich  lf>oks  with 
kindness  on  the  feeblest  efforts  of  an  honest  mind. 

Tou  will  not  now  expect  the  elegance,  the  learn, 
ing,  the  fire,  the  enrapturing  strains  of  eloquence 
which  charmed  you  when  a  LoVxLt,  a  Cbudco,  or  a 
Haxcock  spake;  but  you  will  permit  me  to  say  that 
with  a  sincerity  equal  to  theirs,  I  mourn  over  my 
bleeding  count?}':  With  them  I  weep  at  her  die 
tress,  and  with  them  deeply  resent  the  many  inju- 
ries she  has  received  from  the  hands  of  cruel  and 
unreasonable  men. 

That  personal  freedom  is  the  natural  right  c£ 
every  man,  and  that  properly,  or  an  exclusive 
right  to  dispose  of  what  he  has  honestly  acquired 
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'  y  hi«  o^m  iabori  necessarily  arises  therefrom,  arc 
truths  which  common  sense  has  placed  beyond  the 
reach  of  contradict i<:n.  And  no  man  or  body  of 
n.eo  ckn,  without  being*  guilty  of  flagrant  injustice, 
claim  a  right  to  dispose  of  the  persons  or  acquisi- 
Itons  of  any  other  man  or  boc^y  of  men,  unless  i^ 
can  be  prt>ved  that  such  a  right  has  arisen  from 
some  compact  between  the  parties  in  which  it  has 
been  explicitly  and  freely  granted. 

If  I  may  be  indulged  in  taking  a  retrospective 
view  of  the  first  settlement  of  our  country,  it  will 
be  easy  to  determine  with  what  degree  uf  justice 
the  late  parliament  of  Great  Britain  have  assumed 
the  power  of  giving  away  that  property  which  the 
Amencans  hkve  earned  by  their  labor. 

Our  fathers  having  nobly  resolved  never  to  wear 
the  yoke  of  despot  ism,  and  seeing  the  Eur(»pean 
world,  at  thtt  time,  through  indolence  and  cow. 
ardice,  falling  a  prey  to  tyranny,  bravely  threw 
themieWes  upon  the  bosom  of  tlte  ocean,  deter- 
mined to  find  a  place  in  which  they  might  enjoy 
their  frc-<-Jom,  or  perish  in  the  glorious  attempt. 
Approving  heaven  beheld  the  favorite  ark  dancing 
upon  the  waves,  and  graciously  preserved  it  until 
the  chosen  families  were  brought  in  safety  to  these 
western  regions.  They  found  the  land  swarming 
with  savages,  who  threatened  death  with  every 
k:nd  of  torture.  But  savages,  and  death  with  tor- 
ture, were  far  less  terrible  than  slavery:  nothing 
was  so  much  the  object  of  their  abhorrence  as  a 
tyrant's  power:  they  knew  it  was  more  safe  to  dwell 
with  man  in  his  most  unpolished  state,  than  in  a 
country  where  arbitrary  power  prevails.  Even 
mmrekjf  Utetf,  that  bugbear  held  up  by  the  tools  of 
power  (tiiough  truly  to  be  dtprecated)  is  infinitely 
less  dangerotis  to  mankind  than  arbitrary  govern^ 
meni*  Anarchy  can  be  but  of  a  short  duration;  for 
when  men  are  at  liberty  to  pursue  that  course  which 
b  most  couducive  to  their  own  happiness,  they 
will  soon  eome  into  it,  and  from  the  rudest  state 
of  nature,  order  and  good  government  niut  soon 
arise.  But  tyranny^  when  once  esublishedg  entails 
its  curses  on  a  nation  to  the  latest  period  of  time; 
unlets  some  daring  genius,  inspired  by  heaven, 
bhall,  unappalled  by  danger,  bravely  form  and  exe- 
cute the  arduous  design  of  restoring  liberty  and 
life  to  his  enslaved,  murdered  country. 

Thcwtools  of  power,  in  every  age,  have  racked 
their  inventions  to  justify  the  few  in  sporting  with 
the  happiness  of  the  manys  and,  having  found  their 
sophistry  too  weak  to  hold  mankind  in  bondage, 
have  impiptisly  dsred  to  force  religion,  tlie  daugh- 


the  service  of  hell.  They  taught  that  prince's,  hef- 
nored  with  the  name  of  Christian,  might  bid  drfi« 
ance  to  the  founder  of  their  faith,  might  pillage 
Pagan  countries  and  deluge  theoi  with  blood,  only 
because  they  boasted  themselves  to  be  the  discx^ 
plea  of  that  teacher  who  strictly  enlarged  his  fol- 
lowers to  <k  ta  other t  as  thiy  -would  tfuit  oihert  thouUl 
do  unto  them. 

This  country  having  been  discovered  by  sn  Eng 
lish  subject,  in  the  year  1620,  was  (aecordinip  to 
the  system  wliich  the  blind  superstition  of  those 
times  supported)  deemed  tUe  property  of  the 
crown  of  England.  Our  ancestors,  when  they  re- 
solved to  quit  their  native  soil,  obtained  from  king 
James,  a  grant  of  certain  lands  in  Nurth  America. 
This  they  probably  did  to  silence  the  cavils  of  their 
enemies,  fur  it  cannot  be  doubted,  but  ihey  de- 
spised the  pretended  right  which  he  claimed  there^ 
to.  Certain  it  is,  that  he  might,  with  equal  pro- 
priety and  justice,  have  made  them  a  g^ant  of  the 
planet  Jupiter.  And  their  subsequent  conduct  plain* 
ly  shews  that  they  were  too  well  acquainted  with 
humanity,  and  the  principles  of  natural  equity,  to 
suppose  that  the  grant  gave  them  any  right  t» 
take  possesvion;  ihey  therefore  entered  into  a  trea- 
ty  with  the  natives,  and  bought  from  them  the 
lands:  nor  have  I  ever  yet  obtained  any  informa- 
tion that  our  ancestors  ever  pleaded,  or  that  the 
natives  ever  regarded  the  grant  from  the  English 
crown:  the  business  was  transacted  by  the  partiea 
in  the  same  independent  manner  that  it  would 
have  been,  bad  neither  of  them  ever  known  or 
heard  of  the  island  of  Great  Briuin. 

Having  become  the  honest  proprietors  of  the 
soil,  they  immediately  applied  themselves  to  the 
cultivation  of  it;  and  they  soon  beheld  the  virgin 
earth  teeming  with  richest  fruits,  a  graceful  recom- 
pense for  their  unwearied  toil.  Tne  fields  begaa 
to  wave  with  ripening  harvests,  and  the  late  bar- 
ren wilderness  was  seen  to  blossom  like  the  rose. 
The  savage  natives  saw  with  wonder  the  delight- 
ful change,  and  quickly  formed  a  scheme  to  obtaia 
that  by  fraud  or  force,  vfhich  nature  meant  as  the 
reward  of  industry  alone.  But  the  illustrious  emi- 
grants soon  convinced  the  rude  invaders,  that  they 
were  not  less  ready  to  take  the  field  for  battle 
than  for  labor;  and  the  insidious  foe  was  driven 
from  their  borders  as  often  as  he  ventured  to  dis- 
turb them.  The  crown  of  EngUnd  looked  with 
indiflTerenee  on  the  contest;  our  ancestor*  were  left 
alone  to  combat  with  the  natives.  Nor  is  there 
any  reason  to  believe^  that  it  ever  was  in  (.ended 
by  the  one  party,  or  expected  by  the  other,  that 


teroftbe  king  of  heareoj  to  become  a  proatiiute  in  iihe^noiiiar  should  defend  and  maintain  the  gTan* 
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teet  in  the  p?acc*blf  possession  of  the  Unds  namert 
in  the  patents.  And  it  appe^trs  plainly,  from  the 
history  of  tho^e  times,  that  neither  the  prince  nor 
the  people  of  England,  thought  themselves  rtiicb 
interested  in'  the  matter.  They  had  not  then  any 
idea  of  a  thousandth  part  of  those  advantages 
which  they  since  have^  and  we  are  most  heariily 
williag  they  should  ttill  continue  f  reap  from  us. 

But  when,  at  an  infinite  expense  of  toil  and  blood, 
this  widely  extended  continent  had   been  cuUi- 
mttd  and  defended:  vfhen  the  hardy  adventurers 
justly  expected  that  they  and  their  descendants 
should  peaceably  have  enjoyed  the  harvest  of  those 
fields  which  they  had  sown,  and  the  fruit  of  those 
▼ineyards  which  the>  had  planted,  this  country 
was  then  thought  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Bri- 
tish  ministry;  and  the  only  justifiable  and  only  suc- 
cessful means  of  rendering  the  colonies  serviceable 
to  BrKain  were  adopted.    By  an  intercourse  of 
IHeDdly  ofSces,  the  two  countries  became  so  united 
in  affection,  that  they  thought  not  of  any  distinct 
or  separate  interests,  they  found  both  countries 
Boorishing  and  happy.    Britain  saw  her  commerce 
cxteiided,andher  wealth  increased;  her  lands  raised 
to  an  immense  value;  her  fleets  riding  triumphant 
on  the  ocean;  the  terror  of  her  arms  spreading  to 
every  quarter  of  the  globe.    The  colonist  founc( 
himself  free,  and  thought  himself  secure:  he  dwelt 
under  Ut  tnm  vine^  and  under  hit  vwn  fig-tree^  and 
Madneme  te  make  him  afraid,'  he  knew  indeed,  that 
by  purchasing  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain, 
he  contributed  to  its  (greatness:  he  knew  that  all 
the  wealth  that  his  labor  produced  centered  in 
Great  Britain:  But  that,  far  from  exciting  his  envy, 
filled  him  with  the  highest  pleasure;  that  thought 
supported  him  in  all  his  toils.    Wlien  the  business 
of  the  day  was  past,  he  solaced  himself  with  the 
eeniempltttiony  or  perhsps  entertained  his  listening 
ftmily  with  the  r«ctfa/of  some  great,  some  glorious 
transaction  which  shines  conspicuous  in  the  history 
of  Britain:  or,  perhaps,  his  elevated  fancy  led  him 
to  fbretel,  with  a  kind  of  enthusiastic  confidence. 


nent  being,  by  whom  kings  reign  and  princee  decree 

jvMtice- 
Thesepleasing  connections  might  haveeontimied; 

these  delightsome  prospects  mig^t  have  been 
every  day  extended;  and  even  the  reveries  of  the 
most  warm  imagination  might  have  been  realized; 
but,>«nhappily  for  us,  unhappily  for  Britain,  the 
madness  of  an  avaricious  minister  of  stated  has 
drawn  a  sable  curtain  over  the  charming  seen;, 
and  in  its  stead  has  brouglit  upon  the  stage,  dn« 
cord,  envy,  hatred  and  revenge,  with  civil  war  close 
in  their  rear. 

Some  demon,  in  an  evil  hour,  suggested  to  e 
short-sighted  financier,  the  hateful  project  of  trans* 
ferring  the  whole  property  of  the  king's  aubjeeti 
in  Americt,  to  his  subjects  in  Britain.  The  claim 
of  the  British  parliament  to  tax  the  colonies,  can 
never  be  supported  but  by  such  a  travsvbr;  for 
the  right  of  the  h<mse  of  commons  of  Great  Britain, 
to  originate  any  tax  or  grant  money,  is  altogether 
derived  from  their  being  elected  by  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  to  act  for  them,  and  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  cannot  confer  on  their  repreeentaiivee 
a  right  to  give  or  grant  any  thing  which  they  them* 
eehea  have  not  a  right  to  give  or  grant  pertonafly. 
Therefore  it  follows,  that  if  the  members  chosen 
by  the  people  of  Great  Briuin,  to  represent  them 
in  parliament,  have,  by  virtue  of  their  being  so 
chosen,  any  right  to  give  or  grant  American  pro- 
perty, or  to  lay  any  tax  upon  the  lands  or  persons 
of  the  colonists,  it  is  because  the  lands  and  ptople 
in  the  colonies  are,  bona  fide,  owned  by,  and  justly 
belonging  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain.  But  (ae 
has  been  before  observed)  every  man  has  a  right  to 
personal  freedom,  consequently  a  righttoenjoy  what 
is  acquired  by  his  own  Itbor.  And  it  is  evident 
thai  the  property  in  this  country  has  been  acquired 
by  our  own  labor;  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  to  produce  some  compact  in  whioh 
we  have  expliciily  given  up  to  them  a  right  to  dis* 
pose  of  ont  pereont  or  property.  Until  this  is  tione, 
every  attempt  of  theirs,  or  of  those  whom  they 
have  deputed  to  sot  for  them,  to  give  or  grant 


tl)e glory,  power,  and  duration  of  an  empire  wliichi  ^ny  part  of  our  property,  is  directly  repuf^aant  to 
ilioold  extend  from  one  end  of  the  earth  to  the  I  every  principle  of  reason  and  natural  justice.    But 


,  other:  he  saw,  or  thought  he  saw,  the  British  na- 
tion risen  to  a  pitch  of  grandeur  which  cast  a  veil 
over  the  Roman  glory,  and,  ravished  with  the  prae 
view,  boasted  a  race  of  British  kings,  whose  names 
should  echo  through  those  realms  where  Cyrus. 
Alexander,  and  the  Cxsars  were  unknown;  princet, 
far  whom  millions  of  grateful  subjects  redeemed 
from  slavery  and  Pagan  ignorance,  should,  with 
thankful   tongues,    offer   up  their   prayers    and 


I  may  boldly  say,  that  such  a  compact  never  ex- 
isted, no,  not  even  in  imagination.  Nevertheless, 
the  represenUtives  of  a  nation,  long  famed  for  jus- 
tice and  the  exercise  of  every  noble  virtue,  have 
been  prevailed  on  to  adopt  the  fatal  schene;  and 
although  the  dreadful  consequences  of  this  wicked 
policy  have  already  shaken  the  empire  to  its  centre^ 
yet  still  it  is  persisted  in.  RsgardlesH  of  the  voice 
of  reason— deaf  to  the  prayers  atid  supplications— 


^siaef  to  that  trtDscendently  greet  end  bcnefi.  and  unaffected"  with  the  flowing  tears  of  suflerinj 
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mUHonx,  the  British  aiiniatry  still  hug  the  d«rling 
idol;  and  every  rolling  yeir  affords  fresh  instances 
of  the  absurd  devotion  with  which  they  worship  it. 
Alas!  how  has  the  folly,  the  distraction  of  the  Bri- 
tisli  councild,  blasted  our  swellinghopes,  and  spread 
a  gloom  over  this  western  hemisphere. 

The  hearts  of  Britons  and  Americans,  which 
lately  felt  the  generous  glow  of  mutual  confidence 
and  1  »ve,  now  bum  with  jealousy  and  rage.  Thoug!» 
but  of  yesterday,  I  recollect  (deeply  affected  at 
t:.e  ill-boding  changf)  the  happy  hours  that  past 
whilst  Britain  and  America  rejoiced  in  the  prospe- 
rity and  greatness  of  each  other  (heaven  grant  thoic 
halcyon  diiys  may  soon  reiurn.)  But  now  the  Bri* 
ton  too  ofien  looks  on  the  American  with  an  en- 
vious  eye,  taught  to  consider  his  just  ploa  for  the 
enjoyment  of  hia  earnings,  as  the  effect  of  pride 
And  stubborn  oppohition  to  the  parent  country. 
%VI)iUt  the  American  beholds  the  Briton,  as  the  ruf- 
fian, ready /r«i  to  take  away  his  property,  and  next^ 
what  is  still  de^trer  to  every  virtuous  man,  the  li- 
berty of  his  countiy. 

When  the  measures  of  administration  had  dis- 


gu<;ted  the  colonies  to  the  highest  degree,  and  the  'fiend,  fierce  from  the  depth  of  hell,  with  all  the 


people  of  Great  Britain  had,  by  artifice  and  false- 
hood, been  irritated  against  America,  an  army  was 
sent  over  to  enforce  submission  to  certain  acts  of 
the  British  parliament,  which  reason  scorned  to 
countenance,  and  which  pUcemen  and  pensioners 
were  found  unable  to  support. 

Martial  law  and  the  government  of  a  well  regu* 
lated  city,  are  so  entirely  different,  that  it  has  al- 
ways been  considered  as  improper  to  qusrter  troops 
in  populous  cities;  frequent  dikputes  must  neces- 
sarily arise  between  the  citizen  and  the  soldier, 
even  if  no  previous  animosities  subsist.  And  it  is 
further  certain,  from  a  consideration  of  the  nature 
of  mankind,  as  well  as  from  constant  experience, 
tKat  standing  armies  always  endanger  the  liberty 
of  the  subject.  But  when  the  people  on  tlie  one 
part,  considered  the  army  as  sent  to  enslave  them, 
and  the  army  on  the  other,  were  taught  to  look  on 
the  people  as  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  it  was  but  just 
to  fear  the  most  dissgreeable  consequences.  Our 
fears,  we  have  seen,  were  but  too  well  g^unded. 

The  many  injuries  ofi*ered  to  the  town,  I  pass 
over  in  silence.  I  cannot  now  mark  out  the  path 
which  led  to  that  unequalled  scene  of  horror,  the 
aad  remembrance  of  which,  takes  the  full  posses- 
sion of  my  soul.  The  sanguinary  theatre  again 
opens  itself  to  view.  The  baleful  images  of  terror 
croud  around  me — and  discontented  ghosts,  with 
hollow  groans,  appear  to  solemnize  the  aniUTersary 
•f tbt  imn  or  jf^aca. 


Approacli  we  then  the  melancholy  walk  of  death. 
Hither  let  me  call  the  gay  companiont  here  let 
him  drop  a  farewell  tear  upon  that  b«>dy  which  so 
late  he  saw  vigorous  and  warm  with  social  mirth 
—higher  let  me  lead  the  tender  mother  to  weep 
over  her  beloved  son— come  widowed  mourner, 
here  sstiate  thy  grief;  behold  thy  murdered  husband 
gasping  on  the  ground,  and  to  complete  the  pompous 
khow  of  wretchedness,  bring  in  each  hand  thy  infant 
children  to  bewail  their  father's  fate— take  heed» 
ye  orphan  babes,  lest,  whilst  your  streaming  eyes 
are  fixed  upon  the  ghastly  corpse,  yourftct  tUde 
mi  the  t/onet  betpallered  with  your  fathef*9  braine.* 
Enough!  this  tragedy  need  not  be  heightened  by 
an  infant  weltering  in  the  blood  of  him  that  gave 
it  birth.  Nature  reluctant,  shrinks  already  from 
the  view,  and  the  chilled  blood  rolls  slowly  back- 
ward to  its  fountain.  We  wildly  stare  about,  and 
with  amazement,  ask  who  spread  this  ruin  round 
us?  what  wretch  has  dared  deface  the  imsge  of  hia 
GuD?  has  haughty  France,  or  cruel  Spain^  sent 
forth  her  myrmidons?  has  the  grim  savage  rushed 
again  from  the  far  distant  wilderness?  or  does  some 


rinoorous  malice  which  the  apostate  damned  can 
feel,  twang  her  destructive  bow,  and  hurl  her 
deadly  arrows  at  our  breast?  no;  none  of  these— 
but,  how  astonishing!  it  is  the  hand  of  Briuin  that 
inflicts  the  wound.  The  arms  of  Oeorgt,  our  right- 
ful king,  have  been  employed  to  shed  that  blood, 
when  justice,  or  the  honor  of  his  crown,  had  called 
his  subjects  to  the  field. 

But  pity,  grief,  astonishment,  with  all  the  softer 
movements  of  the  soul,  must  now  give  way  to 
stronger  passions.  Say,  fellow-citizens,  what  dread- 
ful thought  now  swells  your  heaving  bosoms— yoa 
fly  to  arms— sharp  indignation  flashes  from  each 
eye— revenge  gnashes  her  iron  teeth — death  grins 
an  hideous  smile,  secure  to  drench  his  greedy  jaws 
in  human  gore — whilst  hovering  furies  darken  all 
the  air. 

But  stop,  my  bold  adventurous  countrymen,  stain 
not  your  weapons  with  the  blood  of  Britons.  Attend 
tor^son's  voice— humanity  puts  in  her  claim — and 
sues  to  be  again  admitted  to  her  wonted  seat,  the 
bosom  of  the  brave.  Revenge  is  far  beneath  the 
noble  mind.  Many,  perhaps,  compelled  to  rank 
among  the  vile  assassins,  do  (torn  their  inmost 
souls,  detest  the  barbarous  action.  The  winged 
desth,  shot  from  your  arms,  may  chance  to  pierce 

*  After  Mr.  Gray  had  been  shot  through  the  body, 
and  had  fallen  dead  on  the  ground,  a  buyonet  was 
pushed  through  his  skull;  part  of  the  bone  bein|f 
brokeDf  his  brains  fell  out  upon  the  pavement. 
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MflN  breut  that  bleeds  already  for  your  injured  I  you.     Her  arms,  'tis  true,  have  filled  the  world 


country. 

Tbe  storm  subsides— a  solemn  pause  ensues— 
you  sparer  upon  condition  they  deptrt.  They  go 
—they  quit  your  city— they  no  more  shall  give 
offence. Thus  closes  the  important  drama. 

And  could  it  have  been  conceived  that  we  again 
abould  have  seen  a  British  army  in  our  land,   sent 
to  cnfjrce  obedience  to  acts  of  parliament  destnic-i 
tire  of  oar  liberty.    But  the  royal  ear,  ftr  distant 
irom  this  western  world,  has  been  assaulted  by 
tbe  tongue  of  slander;  and  villains,  traitorous  alike 
tokiof^  and  country,  have  prevailed  upon  a  gracious 
prince  to  cloath  his  couotenance  with  wrath,  and 
to  erect  tbe  hostile  banner  against  a  people  ever 
'affectionate  and  loyal  to  him  and  his  illustrious 
predecessors  of  the  house  of  Hanover.    Our  streets 
are   again   filled  with  armed  men:  our  harbor  ia 
crowded   with  ships   of  wsr;  but   these  cannot 
IsUmidate  us;  our  liberty  must  be  perserved;  it  is 
Isr  dearer  than  /(/e,  we  hold  it  even  dear  as  our 
attegioHcef  we  must  defend  it  against  the  attacks 
of friendt  as  well  as  enemieti  we  cannot  suffer  even 
Birroxs  to  ravish  it  from  us. 

Ko  longer  could  we  reflect  with  generous  pride, 
ea  the  heroic  actions  of  our  American  forefathers, 
— «o  longer  boast  our  origin  from  that  far-famed 
island,  whose  warlike  sons  have  so  often  drawn 
their  well  tried  swords  to  save  her  from  the  ravages 
of  tyranny;  could  we,  but  for  a  moment,  entertain 
tte  thought  of  giving  up  our  liberty.  The  roan 
who  meanly  will  submit  to  wear  a  •hackle^  contemns 
tte  noblest  gift  of  heaven,  and  impiously  affronts 
fte  Gon  that  made  him  free. 


with  terror:  her  troops  have  reaped  the  laurels  of 
tne  field:  her  fleets  have  road  triumphant  on  tha 
sea — and  wAen,  or  wAere,  did  yoti,  my  countrymen, 
depart  inglorious  from  the  field  of  fight?*  y^u  too 
can  shew  the  trophies  of  your  farefaiher^t  victories 
and  your  ovrtig  can  name  the  fortresses  and  battles 
you  have  won;  and  many  of  you  count  the  honor* 
able  scars  of  wounds  received,  whilst  fighting  for 
your  king  and  country. 

.Wtiere  justice  is  the  standard,  heaven  is  the 
warrior's  shield:  but  conscious  guilt  unnerves  the 
nrm  that  lifts  the  sword  agnins'  the  innocent.  Bri« 
tain,  united  with  these  colonies,  by  commerce  and 
affection,  by  interest  and  blood,  may  mock  the 
threats  of  France  and  Spain:  may  be  the  sest  of 
universal  empire.    But  shx>uld  America,  either  by 
force,  or  thoae  more  dangerous  engines,  luxury  and 
corntption,  ever  be  brought  into  a  state  of  vassalage, 
Britain  must  lose  hrr  freedom  also.     No  longer 
shall  she  sit  the  emprett  of  the  sea:  her  ship4  no 
•nore  shall  waft  her  thunders  over  the  wide  ocean: 
the  wreath  shall  wither  on  her  temples:  her  weaken- 
ed arm  shall  be  unable  to  defend  her  coasts:  and 
site,  at  last,  must  bow  her  venerable  head  to  some 
proud  foreigner's  despotic  rule. 
But  if,  from  past  events,  we  may  venture  to  form 

a  judgment  of  the  future,  we  justly  may  expect 
that  the  devices  of  onr  enemies  will  but  increase 
(he  triumphs  of  our  country.  I  mwt  indulge  a 
hope  that  Britain* t  liberty,  as  well  as  ^iir#,  will 
eventually  be  preserved  by  the  virtue  of  America. 

The  attempt  of  the  British  parliament  to  raise  a 


It  was  a  maxim  of  the  Roman  people,  which 
CBiucntly  conduced  to  the  gpreatness  of  that  state, 
■ever  to  despair  of  the  commonwealth.  The  maxim 
■ay  prove  as  salutary  to  us  now,  as  it  did  to  them. 
Short-sighted  mortals  see  not  the  numerous  links 
of  small  and  great  events,  which  form  the  chain 
00  which  the  &te  of  kings  and  nations  is  suspended. 
Esse  and  prosperity  (though  pleasing  for  a  day) 
Inve  often  sunk  a  people  into  effeminacy  and  sloth. 
Hsrdships  and  dangers  (tho*  we  forever  strive  to 
•bun  them)  have  f^quently  called  forth  such 
virtues,  at  have  commanded  the  applause  and 
reverence  of  an  admiring  world.  Our  country 
kudly  calls  you  to  be  circumspect,  vigilant,  active 
and  brave.  Perhaps,  (all  gracious  heaven  avert 
h)  p'.rhaps,  the  power  of  Britain,  a  nation  great  in 
var,  by  some  malignant  influence,  may  be  employ 
id  t*  cosltve  you:  but  let  not  even  this  discourage 


*The  patience  with  which  this  people  have  borne 
the  repeated  injuries  which  have  been  heaped 
upon  them,  and  their  unwillingness  to  t»ke  any 
sanguinary  measures,  has,  very  injudiciously,  been 
ascribed  to  cowardice,  by  persons  both  here  and 
in  Great  Britain.  I  most  heartily  wish,  that  an 
opinion,  so  erroneous  in  itself,  and  so  fatal  in  its 
consequences,  might  be  utterly  removed  before  it 
be  too  late:  and  I  think  nothing  further  necessary 
to  convince  every  intelligent  man,  that  the  con- 
duct of  this  people  is  owing  to  the  tender  regard 
which  they  have  for  their  fello>A'-men  and  an  utter 
abhorrence  to  the  shedding  of  human  blood,  than 
a  little  attention  to  their  general  temper  and  dis- 
position, discovere;l  when  they  cannot  be  supposed 
to  be  under  any  apprehension  of  danger  to  them- 
selves.— I  will  only  mention  the  univeraal  detesta-. 
tion  wliich  they  shew  to  every  act  of  cruelty,  by 
whom,  and  upon  whomsoever  committed;  the  mild 
npirit  of  their  laws;  the  very  few  crimes  to  which 
capital  penalties  are  annexed;  and  the  very  great 
bitckwardness  which  both  courts  and  juries  dis- 
'^over,  in  condemning  persons  charged  wivhcapiial 
crimes.— But  if  any  should  tliink  this  observation 
not  to  the  purpose,  I  readily  appeal  to  those  gen- 
tlemen of  the  army  who  have  been  in  the  camp,  or 
in  tbe  field,  with  the  Americans. 


se 
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Terenue  ftom  Ameriea,  «nJ  our  dental  of  their 
right  to  do  it,  have  excited  an  almost  uniTersal 
enquiry  htP  the  right  of  mankind  in  general,  and 
of  British  subjects  in  particoUr;  the  necessaVy 
result  of  which  must  be  such  a  liberality  of  senti 
SEent,  and  such  a  jealousy  of  those  in  power,  as  will, 
belter  than  an  adamantine  wall,  secure  us  against 
tfie  future  approaches  of  despotism. 

The  malice  of  the  Sutton  port-bill  has  been 
defeated  in  a  very  considerable  degree,  by  giving 
yu  an  opportunity  of  de»ervingt  and  our  brethren 
in  this  and  our  sister -colonies  an  opportunity  of 
hettraing^  those  benefactions  which  have  delighted 
your  friends  and  astonished  your  enemies,  not  only 
in  America,  but  in  Europe  also.  And  what  is  more 
valuable  still,  the  sympathetic  feelings  for  a  brother 
in  distress,  and  the  grateful  emotions  excited  in 
the  breast  of  him  who  6nds  relief,  must  fnrever 
endear  each  to  the  ether,  and  form  those  indissolu 
ble  bonds  of  friendship  and  affection,  on  which  the 
preservation  of  our  rights  so  evidently  depend. 

The  mutilation  of  our  charter,  has  made  every 
other  colony  jcalo«is  for  its  own;  for  cAm,  if  once 
tubmttted  to  by  us,  would  set  on  float  the  property 
and  government  of  every  British  settlement  upon 
the  continent.  If  charters  are  not  deemed  aacred, 
bow  miserably  precarious  is  every  thing  fotmded 
upon  them. 

Even  the  sending  troops  to  put  these  acts  in 
execution,  is  not  without  advanUges  to  us.  The 
exactnesa  and  beauty  of  their  discipline  inspire 
our  youth  with  ardor  in  the  pursuit  of  military 
knowledge.  Charles  the  invincible,  Uu^t  Peter 
the  jreal,  the  art  of  war.  The  battle  of  Pultowa 
convinced  Charles  of  the  proficiency  Peter  bad 
made. 

Our  country  is  in  danger,  but  not  to  be  despaired 
•r.  Our  enemies  are  numerous  and  powerful—but 
we  have  many  friends,  determining  to  bb  rasx,  and 
Heaven  and  earth  will  aid  Che  mstoLtrnev.  On  you 
depend  the  fbrtimes  of  America.  Vou  are  to  decide 
the  important  question,  on  which  rest  the  happiness 
and  liberty  of  millions  yet  unborn.  Act  worthy  of 
yourselves.  The  Altering  tongue  of  hoary  age 
calls  on  you  to  support  your  country.  The  lisping 
infant  raises  its  suppliant  hands,  imploring  defence 
against  the  monster  slavery.  Your  fiithera  look 
from  their  eelestisl  seats  with  smiling  approbation 
on  their  sons,  who  boldly  stand  forth  in  the  caust 
of  virtue;  but  sternly  frown  upon  the  inhuman 
miscreant,  who,  to  secure  the  loaves  and  (jshat  to 


himself^  would  breed  a  serpent  to  destroy  kis  child- 
ren. 

But,  pardon  me,  my  fellow^itizens,  I  know  yoit 
want  not  zeal  or  fortitude.  You  will  maintain  your 
rights  or  perish  in  the  generous  stru^le.  How- 
ever difficult  the  combat,  you  never  will  decline 
it  when  freedom  is  the  prize.  An  independence 
of  Great  Britain  is  not  our  aim.  Kn,  our  wish  is, 
that  Britain  and  the  colonies  may,  like  the  oak  and 
*^>  g>*ow  and  increase  in  strength  together.  But 
whilst  the  infatuated  plan  of  making  one  part  of 
the  empire  tlavea  to  the  other  ia  persisted  in,  the 
interest  and  trafety  of  Brifom,  as  well  as  the  co/aniet* 
require  that  the  wise  measures,  recommended  by 
the  honorable  the  continental  congress,  be  steadily 
pursued;  whereby  the  unnatural  contest  between 
a  parent  honored,  and  a  child  beloved,  may  proba- 
bly be  brought  to  such  an  issue,  as  that  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  both  may  be  established  upon  m 
lasting  basis.  But  if  these  pacific  measures  are 
ineflectusl,  and  it  appears  that  the  only  way  to 
safety,  is  through  fields  of  blood,  T  know  you  will 
not  turn  your  faces  from  your  foes,  but  win, 
undauntedly,  press  forward,  until  tyranny  ia  trod* 
den  un'ler  foot,  and  you  have  fixed  your  adored 
goddess  LiBimrr,  fast  by  a  Brukswicj^'s  side»oa 
the  American  throne. 

You  then^  who  nobly  have  espoused  your  com* 
try's  cause,  who  generously  have  sacrificed  wealth 
and  ease— wAa  have  despised  the  pOmp  aod  shew 
of  tinseled  greatness — refused  the  summons  to  the 
festive  board— been  de&f  to  the  alluring  calla  ol 
luxury  and  mirth— «rAo  hive  forsaken  the  downs 
pillow,  to  keep  your  vigil*  by  the  midnight  lamp, 
for  the  salvation  of  your  invaded  country,  that  yov 
might  break  the  fowler's  snare,  and  disappoint  thi 
vulture  of  his  prey;  yoai  then  will  reap  that  harvest 
of  renown  which  you  ao  juatly  have  deserved.  Youi 
country  shall  pay  her  grateful  tribute  of  appUoae 
Even  the  children  of  your  most  inveterate  enemies 
ashamed  to  tell  from  whom  they  sprang,  whili 
they,  in  secret,  curse  their  stupid,  cruel  parents 
shall  join  the  general  voice  of  gratitude  to  thoa4 
who  broko  the  fetters  which  their  fau&er's  forged 

Having  redeemed  your  country,  and  secured  th< 
bleasing  to  future  generations,  wAs,  fired  by  you 
example,  shall  emulate  your  virtues,  snd  lean 
from  ysiithe  heavenly  art  of  makmg  millions  happ} 
with  heart-felt  joy — with  transports  all  your  own 

Ivor  car,  the  oioatyvs  work  rs  dorr.  Then  dro] 
the  mantle  to  some  young  Eusna,  and  take  you 
seats  wiih  kindred  spirits  in  your  native  skies. 
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*  ki«ch5.  )776| 
HY  PETF.R  TH  VCHER   MA. 
AK-flBiH  ID  pnu  ibnMui  f  lobil  tmtt 
K  iHXiniii  (taKian-  inMis  vitflw, 

CliirllH  imtmitiinHii  nnurm  iianit! 

Snn  ■fgM'll.    Errs  m\i  nrftrt  mrt.         .i_,_. 

JH>  /uVinfc— AVhen  ihc ambition  of  priices  in- 
duce* Ihew  to  brp»k  oTtr  the  iBcred  hnrri'M  of 
•arid  compMt,  wul  to  vioUle  tboir  righti,  vhieh 
it  i*tti«iT  dm;  to  derend.  theyviUlenvt  no  mcthodi 
n^M)«d  to  bring  the  pmiple  to  aequieace  in  thtir 
Kjn limbic  encKwchniMiti, 

In  thii  cbuk,  the  pern  of  rcnil  lufion  htve,  in 
trrrj  >ge,  bnn  driwn:  with  MkcbiaTillMi  aubiittf, 
Ibij  lure  labored  id  pTiuide  minkind,  that  thtir 
public  happineu  contiitcd  in  brin^  Bubject 
ooeontrolcd  po««rt  thit  the;  were  ineipable  of 
judpng  concerning  the  mjKrriti  ofgoremmeBi. 
«d  ih»t  it  •«•  their  interest  to  deliver  their  ettito 
their  Ubertiea,  Mid  theic  Uth,  into  the  Iiwidi  oi 
H  abiolnte  ntonuch. 

Wtred  hjppoeritef,  and  cringing,  btteiouUd 
((Will,  hcTc  impinuiljr  dired  to  cnUs'.  the  oredi 
of  G*B  into  the  eerrice  of  deepotiimt  to  Miert  Iha 
IftheconiniandortheiiiprcneUw-giver.weti 
'b«indtaiUTTenderonrr!ghii  into  the  hkndt  lift' 
tftt  bold  tjrruil  who  dares  to  seize  ibem;  end  lh>i 
*haitbe;aT«>oieiied,it  it  rebellion  tgsinit  Con 
Md  treMon  e^^inst  tlic  prince,  for  u»  to  sitcm-pi 
loKeaiMe  tben. 

Drprmved  as  ii  the  bainsn  ander»t«nding,  it  hhth 
jtt  ftrcagtb  eno'igh  lo  di«oe»;i  the  ridiculouB 
hUiej  of  tbeie  uiertions:  the  »oCi.rief  of  ignorance 
ndwiirTstiiion  may,  indeed,  be  imposed  upon  b\ 
then.  Wiini  we  place  unlimited  conftdence  in 
•w  ciTil  or  spiriliul  fathers,  we  can  swallow,  with 
Mse,  tbe  noit  improbable  dogmui  bal  there  ore 
ftettf^  IB  1li«  buisan  heart,  which  compel  men  to 
ncssniM  their  own  rights— to  Tcnerile  tbe  na 
jtetf  of  the  people— and  to  de«pi*e  the  imuK 
wUeh  ia  offered  to  their  understandings  by  th«-«e 
JMIiiig  absurditiei.  Had  princes  no  other  meihodi 
to  aecmBplitb  their  purposes,  oouldthey  not  eitab. 
liA  their  ostirpitian,  without  eonrineing  men's 
jidgnenta  of  Ibeir  utility?  they  would  be  more 
ktnklcu  to  mankind  than  they  have  ever  yet  been. 
Tbty  might  be  ■urroonded  with  the  fiiseinating 
ICWgaws  of  regal  p«tnpi  a  few  parstiiet  mi  jht  how 
the  knee  before  tbeie  idols  of  their  own  ereai- 
hgi  the  weak  and  the  wicked  miglit  obey  their' 


mdatri;  but  the  baneful  inBuence  which  Ihey 

now  have  npin  the  iniereits  of  individuals,  and  of 

loerety,  wouH  come  to  a  period:  they  would  not 

revel  in  'he  spoil*  of  nationt,  nor  trample  upon  tlte 

lina  cf  public  liberty. 

Conscious  of  this,  they  have  uied  arguinentt, 

id  pursued  mcihods  entirely  different  from  these, 

I  effect  their  dcii^si  instead  of  convincing  tba 

underalandingi,  tbey  hnve  sddreised  themselres 

the  pstslons  of  in^n:  the  arts  of  bribery  and 

-nipiion  have  been  tried  with  a  fatal  suceest: 

men,  TDeknow,haTe  sold  their  children,  their  e6un> 

try,  and  their  God,  for  a  small  quantity  of  painted 

ir>,  whiei  ■miUptrith  inlA  the  luing. 

Eiienrive  a*  are  the  revenues  of  prince*,  they 

are  siill  inadequate  to  the  poi^iose  of  brihing  laif  e 

rommiiiiiiies  (o  submit  to  their  plessurei  corrupt' 

ing  ilierefbre  ■  few,  they  have  overawed  the  resti 

fram  snail  beginnings,  and  under  specious  pre- 

teniea,  they  will  raise  astanding  military  force,  the 

,:o»t  sticeessful  engine  ever  yet  wielded  by  the 

hand  of  lawless  domination. 

^Vith  such  a  force,  il  is  easy  fbr  an  amhiticntf 

prince,  poMCSscdby  natitr*  of  very  slender  abititici, 

to  subvert  every  principle  of  liberty  in  the  cnnstilu- 

lion  of  his  govemmenl,  snd  to  retider  his  people 

(tienio«t  abject  of  slaves:  if  any  individual  feels  the 

ir.j^ry  done  to  hi*  country,  and  wbhea  to  restore 

a  (late  of  happiness,  with  a  bayonet  *t  his 

,a  dragoon  will  compel  him  to  silence;  if  the 

!,  awakened  to  see  their  interest  and  their 

duty,  assemble  fnr  the  latae  puipose,  a  military 

t-TfK  i*  at  hand  to  aubdue  them,  and  by  leadca 

them  of  their  error. 


■Boston  was  at  this  tine  garrisoned  by  the  Bri- 
M  troops,  and  tbe  inhabitants  were  in  t!ie  coun- 
bft  wliieh  ocoMMBed  this  oration  to  be  ddirered 
AVUapowh. 


An  esty  task  would  il  be  to  enlarge  upon  the 
f.ital  consequences  of  keeping  up  such  a  ata.'.din( 
army  in  lime  of  peace,  and  of  quartering  a  lawless 
body  of  men,  who  despise  tbe  j'utt  reatrsinta  of 
civil  authority,  in  free  and  populous  cities;  that  no 
veitige  of  frcedoni  can  remain  in  a  state  where 
)uch  a.  force  czisti:  that  the  nwral*  of  tbe  people 
will  be  gradually  eorrtiptedi  that  they  will  con. 
tract  such  an  habit  of  lame  iiibmlsslon,  aa  to  be- 
come an  easy  prey  to  the  brutal  tyrant  who  rule* 
them,  bath  been  heretofore  largely  and  plainly 
demonstrated,  by  persons  go  much  more  espable 
of  doing  it,  than  he  who  i*  speaking,  that  it  would 
be  presumption  in  him  to  bttempt  il  now. 

Tliere  is  no  need  of  recurring  to  the  ancient 
histories  of  Greece  and  Rome,  for  instance)  of 
these  truths.     'ITie  British  nation,  once  famous  for 
its  attachment  lo  f>-cedom,  and  enthuiia<iicjlly  ^ 
'jealous  of  its  ric''U>  >■  b«v  beoome  a  great  lame 


24 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION, 


beast,  which  fetchci  and  earriei  for  any  miniater 
who  pleases  to  employ  it. 

Bngliahmen  have  been   wont  to  boast  of  the 
excellence  of  their  constitution;  to  boast  that  ii 
contained  whatever  was   excellent  in  every  form 
of  i^vemment  hitherto,  by  the  wit  of  man,  devised: 
in  their  king,  whose  power  w;i8  limited,  they  have 
asserted   that  they    enjoyed  the  advantages  of 
monarchy,  without  fear  of  its  evils:  while  their, 
house  of  commons,  chosen  by  the  suffragea  of  the 
people,  and  dependent  upon  them,  represented  a 
republic,  their  house  of  peers,  forming  a  balance 
of  power  betxeen  the  king  and  the  people,  gave 
them  the  benefit  of  an  aristocracy.    In  ttieory,  tbe 
British  constitution  is,  on  many  accounts,  excel- 
lent; but  when  we  observe  it  reduced  to  practice, 
when  we  observe  the  Briiish  government,  as  it  has 
been,  for  a  long  course  of  years  adminiatered,  we 
must  be  convinced  that  its  boasted  advantages  are 
not  real:  the  management  of  the  public  revenue, 
the  appointment  of  civil  and  military  officers,  are 
vested  in  the  king^  improving  these  advantages 
which  these  powers  give  him,  he  hath  found  means 
to  corrupt  the  other  branches  of  the  legialature; 
Britons  please  themselves  with  the  thought  of 
being  free;  their  tyrant  suffers  them  to  enjoy  the 
shadow,  \rhilst  he  himself  g^rasps  the  substance  of 
power.  Impossible  would  it  have  been  for  the  kings 
of  England  to  have  aequlred  such  an  exorbitant 
power,  had  they  not  hal  a  standing  army  under 
their  command:  with  the  officers  of  this  army,  they 
have  bribed  men  to  sacrifice  the  rights  of  their 
country:  having  artfully  got  their  arms  out  of  the 
bands  of  the  people,  with  their  mercenary  forcea 
Ihey  have  awed  them  into  aubmission.    Wlien  they 
have  appeared,  at  any  time,  diaposed  to  aasert  their 
freedom,  these  tro.)ps  have  been  ready  to  obey  the 
mandates  of  their  sovereign,  to  imbrue  their  hands 
in  the  blood  Of  their  brethren. 

Havings  found  the  effisacy  of  this  method  to 
quell  a  spirit  of  liberty  in  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  the  HfA/evut  administration  of  the  rifhteotu 
king  George  the  third,  determined  to  try  tbe  ex 
periment  upon  the  people  of  America.  To  fright 
us  into  submission  to  their  unjusiifi;Able  claims, 
they  sent  a  military  force  to  the  town  of  Boston. 
This  day  leads  us  to  reflect  upon  the  fatal  effects 
of  the  measure!  by  their  intercourse  with  troops, 
made  up  in  general  of  the  most  abandoned  of  men, 
tbemoralsof  our  }outh  were  corrupted:  the  temples 
an4  ll^t  day  of  our  God  were  scandalously  prof* 
BeU:'  we  experienced  the  most  provoking  insults; 
Ipd  at  length  mw  the  streets  of  Boston  strewed 


with  th?  corpses  of  five  of  its  inhabitants,  murdered 
in  cool  blood,  by  tbe  British  mercenariea. 

The  indignant  rage  which  swelled  your  bosoms 
upon  thii  occasion- the  fortitude  and  humanity 
vhich  you  discovered—the  anguish  of  the  friends 
and  relatives  of  the  dead  and  wounded,  with  all 
the  horrors  of  that  memorable  night,  have  been 
painted  in  vivid  colors  by  an  HANCOCK  and  ft 
WARREN;  they  have  shewn  the  necessity  of  those 
exertions  made  by  the  town,  which  defeated,  at 
that  time,  the  designs  of  tbe  enemies  to  American 
liberty,  and  preserved  us,  for  the  present,  from  the 
calamities  of  war. 

But  the  past  year  bath  presented  us  with  • 
tragedy  more  striking,  because  more  exlensivej, 
than  this:  a  tragedy,  which  more  plainly  proves  tbe 
faUl  effects  of  keeping  up  standing  armies  in  time 
of  peace,  than  any  arguments  whatsoever,  we  have 
seen  the  ground  crimsoned  with  the  gore  of  ban- 
dreds  of  our  fellow-citizens;— we  have  seen  the  first 
city  in  America,  for  wealth  and  extent,  depopulated 
—we  have  aeen  others  destroyed,  and  heard  oor 
savage  enemies  breathing  out  thirstings  for  our 
blood. 

Finding  their  arts  insufficient  to  flatter,  or  thdr 
tressures.  to  bribe,  the  people  of  America  out  of 
their  freedom,  the  British  government  determined, 
by  force,  to  subjugate  them  to  their  arbitrary  will; 
in  consequence  of  this  determination,  a  large  party 
of  their  troops  marched  from  Boston,  on  the  mom* 
ing  of  the  ever  memorable  nineteenth  of  April  lasts 
flushed  with  the  hopes  of  certain  victory,  and 
defying  the  armies  of  the  living  God,  they  broke 
through  every  divine  and  political  obligation;  they 
wantoned  in  cruelty;  they  shed  again  Americaii 
blood. 

Aroused  by  the  unprovoked  injury,  like  a  lioa 
awaking  from  his  slumber,  we  aprang  to  arma! 
we  felt  ouraelves  inspired  with  the  spirit  of  oar 
ancestors;  we  heard  our  brethren's  blood  crjinj^ 
to  us  for  vengeance;  we  rushed  into  the  midst  of 
battlV:  we  compelled  our  enemies  to  betake  them- 
selves to  disgraceful  flight;  we  pursued  them  with 
avidity,  and  desisted  not  till  they  took  refuge  in 
that  city,  of  which,  by  fraud  and  treachery,  th^ 
had  possessed  themselves. 

Trusting  to  the  divine  protection,  from  that 
hour  we  determined  never  te  sheathe  the  sword, 
lill  we  had  reparation  for  our  injuries;  till  we  bed 

secured  our  own  freedom  and  the  freedom  of  our 

f 

poaterity:  from  that  hour  the  den  of  enemies  hath 
been  surrounded  by  an  American  army,  ^raoe  amti 
UH€rmin€d:  although  they  had  before  boasted  ef 
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their  superiority  to  all  the  troops  in  the  world.  ,Mpoo  our  burdened  minds,  when  we  rrcsU  his 
they  have  scarcely  dared  to  set  their  fcst  out  of  ' 
their  strong  holds  since  that  lime;  »nd  instead  of 
ravaging  the  American  continent  in  a  single  cam- 
paign,  with  a  single  regiment,  they  have  proceed- 
ed  me  miie  and  an  Ao/in  the  conquest  of  it. 

The  heights  of  Charlestown  witnessed  to  the 
worW,  that  Americans,  fighting  in  tlie  cause  of 
freedom,  were  a  formidable  foe:  although  they 
were  surrounded  by  troops  hiihcrto  deemed  in- 
vincible; although  they  saw  the  habitations  of  iheir 
coahtrymeninveloped  with  flames;  although  cannon 
Toared  on  every  quarter,  and  they  beheld  scenes 
of  desolation  and  bloodshed,  to  which  they  were 
ntirelj  unused,  ycl  they  retired  not  till  they  had 
compelled  thtif  enemy  twice  to  retreat,  .  nd  had 
expended  the  whole  of  their  ammunitiou:  the  Bri- 
tish forces  gained  the  ground,  but  they  lost  the 
flower  of  their  army. 

From  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  a 
aeries  of  successes  hath  attended  the  American 
arms;  mstead  of  having  troops  of  ssvuges  poured 
down  to  our  frontiers  (which  the  murderous  policy 
•f  the  tyrant  of  llriuin  induced  him  to  attempt) 
we  have,  through  the  f-vor  of  heaven,  carried  our 
victorious  arms  into  the  very  bowels  of  Canada; 
instead  of  having  our  store*  and  provisions  cut  oft 
by  the  enemy,  we  have  mude  important  capiurea 
from  them:  success  hath  crowned  our  enterprizes, 
«4kile  disappointment  hath  followed  thoae  who 
oppose  us. 

That  elation  of  spirit,  which  is  excited  by  our 
Mtories,  is  damped  by  our  feeling  the  caUmiiies 
of  w«r.  To  hear  the  expiring  groans  of  our  beioveti 
countrymen;  to  behold  the  flames  of  our  habita- 
lions,  once  the  abodes  of  pence  and  plenty,  ascend- 
ior  lo  Heavens  to  see  ruin  and  desolation  spread 
over  our  fruitful  vUlages,  must  occ^un  sensationv 
in  the  highest  degree  painful. 

This  day,  upon  which  the  gloomy  scene  was  first 
apmed,  calls  upon  us  to  mourn  for  the  heroes  wh«i 
have  already  died  in  the  bed  of  honor,  fighting  for 
Goo  and  their  country.  Eipecially,  does  it  lead  us 
to  rccollcet  the  name  and  the  virtues  of  general 
WAOREN!  the  kind,  the  humane.  Die  beuevoleni 
friend,  in  the  private  wulks  of  life;  the  it.flvXibU 
patriot,  the  undaunted  commanJer  in  his  public 
opbere,  deserves  to  be  recollected  witli  gratitude 
Md  csteeas!  this  audience,  acquainted,  in  the  moat 
iiAimatc  manner,  with  his  numberless  virtues,  must 


loved  idea!  when  we  reflect  upon  the  manner  of 
his  desth;  when  we  fmncy  that  we  see  his  savago 
enemies  exulting  o'er  hU  corpse,  beautiful  even  in 
deatli,  when  we  remember  that,  deaiitute  of  tho 
rites  of  sepulture,  he  wus  csst  into  the  ground, 
without  the  distinction  due  to  his  rank  and  merits 
we  cannot  restrain  the  sisrting  tear,  we  cunnot 
repress  the  bursting  sigh!  we  mourn  thine  exit, 
illustrious  shade,  with  undibsembled  grief;  wo 
venerate  thine  exiUed  character;  we  will  erect  a 
monument  to  thy  memory  in  each  of  our  greaieful 
breasts,  and  to  the  latest  ages,  will  teach  our 
tender  infants  to  lisp  the  name  of  WAIiBEX,  with 
veneration  and  applause! 

When  we  traverse  the  Canadian  w!lds,  and  comt 
to  the  plains  of  Abraham,  where  WOLFB  once 
fell,  we  are  (here  aguin  compelled  to  p»y  a  tributo 
to  exalted  merit,  and  to  Ument  the  full  of  the 
great  MONTGOMRRY!  warmed  with  a  spirit  of 
patriotism,  too  little  felt  by  hia  venal  countrymen, 
he  espoused  the  ca*ise  of  American  freedom:  ho 
left  domestic  ease  and  afiluence:  he  girded  on  the 
sword  which  he  had  long  laid  aside,  and  jeopmrdtd 
Alt  Vfein  the  high  placet  of  the  field:  victory  followed 
his  standard;  she  hoverid  over  his  heed,  and 
crowned  it  with  tlie  laurel  wreath;  she  was  just 
ready  to  hail  him  the  conqueror  of  Canada,  when 
I  he  fatal  sisters  snapped,  in  a  moment,  the  thread 
)f  life,  andseiz<*d,  from  his  eager  grasp,  the  untasl- 
■d  conquer  I !  Americans,  hear  witness  to  his  hu* 
manity  and  his  valor,  for  he  died  fighting  in  your 
cause,  and  the  cause  of  mankind!  let  his  memory 
live  in  your  breasts;  let  it  be  handed  down  to  your 
postrrity,  that  millions  yet  unborn  may  riae  up  and 
call  him  bleteed.' 

llie  tender  feelings  of  the  hu'taan  heurt  are  deeply 
affected  with  the  fa'e  of  these  and  the  other  herot-a 
^lio  have  bled  and  died,  that  their  country  may  bo 
*'ree:  hut  at  the  same  time,  sensati'ms  of  indignant 
-vrah,  are  excited  in  the  breast  of  every  frirnd 
to  freedom:   he  will  listen  to  the  voice  of  their 
blood,  which  cries  alou*!  to  heaven  and  to  him,  for 
vengeance!  he  will  feel  himself  animated  witii  new 
vigor  in  the  glorious  cause:  notliing  daunted  by 
tlieir  untimely  fate,  he  will  rush  inio  the  midst  of 
dsnger,  that  he  may  share  their  glory  and  avengo 
their  death!  every  idea  which  can  warm  and  animato 
lim  to  glorious  deeds,  will  rush  at  once  upon  his 
mind;  aitd,   when  engugeJ  in  the  warmest  battle, 
he  will  hear  them,  from  their  heaven,  urging  hia& 
feel  his  loss,  and  bemoan  their  beloved,    their  to  action:  he  will  feel  their  spirits  transfuse     mto 
sMruated  fellow-citizen!  a!i!  my  countrymen,  what    his  breast;  he  will  sacrifice  whole  hecaiomb^  of 
Under,  what  escrutiailng  sen*alions  rush  ni  o^ee  I  iheir  murdcrera  to  their  illustrious  fnan*.«/ 
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Indeed,  my  countrymen,  the  people  of  America 
have  every  thir\g  to  animate  and  encourage  them 
in  the  present  contest.  Formidable  as  was  once 
the  power  of  the  Brihsh  lion,  be  hath  now  lost  his 


defend  lier  from  their  po*ver,  and  transmit  her 
blessing  to  millions  upon  millions  of  our  posterity. 
Let  us  then  arouse  to  arms;  for,  upon  our  exer* 
tions,  under  God,  depends  their  freedom;  upon  our 


teeth;  universal  dissipation  hath  taken  place  of  that  |  exertions  depends  the  important  question,  whether 
simplicity  of  manners,  and  hardiness  of  integrity,  '  "^  '^ 

for  which  the  nation  was  once  remarkable:  the 
olBcers  of  the  British   army,   insteftd  of  inuring 


the  rising  empire  of  America,  shall  be  an  empire  of 
*ilaves  or  of  freemen*  /^ 

Animated  by  these  considerations,  my  friends 
themselves  to  discipline,  and  seeking  for  glory  inj^nj  fellow-citizens,  let  us  sir*in  every  nerve  in  the 
tfa«  bloo! -stained  field,  wish  alone  to  captivate  tlie  service  of  our  country!  what  are  our  lives  when 


■ofier  sex,  and  triumph  over  their  virtue.  The 
legislattu'e  of  Great  ilritain  is  totally  corrupt;  her 
admini«i  I  ration  is  arbitrary  and  tyrannical;  the  peo- 
ple have  lost  their  spirit  of  rescitment;  and,  like 
the  most  contemptible  of  animals,  boto  the  thouldcr 
fo  6ear,  and  become  tei-vanta  unto  tribute.  The  na- 
tional resources  are  cut  off;  she  is  loaded  with  an 
intolerable  public  debt;  she  is  become  the  scorn  of 
those  foreigners  to  whom  she  was  once  terrible; 
ind  it  is  easy  to  see  that  her  glory  is  in  the  wane. 

How  different  from  this  is  the  present  state  of 
our  country;  descended  from  a  race  of  hardy 
ancestors,  who  loved  their  freedom  better  than 
they  loved  their  lives,  the  Americans  are  jealous 
of  the  least  infringement  of  their  rights;  strangers 
to  that  luxury,  which  effeminatctt  the  mind  an*! 
body,  they  are  capable  of  enduring  incredible  hard* 
ships;  with  eagerness  they  rush  into  the  field  of 
battle,  and  brave,  with  coolness,  every  danger;  they 


viewed  in  competition  with  the  happiness  of  such 
an  empire!  what  is  our  private  interest  when  op- 
posed to  that  of  three  millions  of  men!  let  our 
bosoms  glow  with  the  warmth  of  patriotism;  let 
us  sacrifice  our  ease,  our  fortunes,  and  our  lireSf 
that  we  may  save  our  country. 

That  a  spirit  of  public  virtue  may  transcend 
every  private  consideration,  you,  the  respected 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  have  plainly 
manifested:  with  pleasure  you  have  sacrificed  what 
selfish  men  hold  most  dear,  to  save  tliis  oppressed 
land!  with  firmness  you  have  resisted  every  attack 
of  arbitrary  power!  like  the  sturdy  oak,  you  have 
stood  unmoved,  and  to  you,  under  God,  will  be 
owing  the  salvation  of  this  extensive  continent. 

We  feel,  my  beloved  friends,  our  obligations  to 
you!  our  hearts  confess  them;  we  cordially  wish  it 
were  in  our  power  to  reward  you  for  your  patrio- 
tism; to  restore  you  to  thut  ease  and  affluence  of 
possess  a  rich  and  a  fruitful  Country,  sufRcient  to!  which,  forour  sakes,  you  have  deprived  yourselves 


supply  them  with  every  necessary  and  convenience 
of  life;  they  have  inexhaustible  resources  for  carry- 
ing on  war,  and  bid  fair  soon  to  be  courted  for  their 
alliance,  by  the  proudest  roonarchs  of  the  earth. 
Tlieir  statesmen  are  equal  to  the  task  of  forming 
tnd  defending  a  free  and  extensive  empire:  their 
generals  are  brave  and  humane,  intrepid  and 
prudent.  When  I  name  a  WASHINGTON,  my 
audience  will  feel  the  justice  of  the  remark,  and 
acquit  me  of  the  cfiarge  of  flattery. 

/    PoKSCs^ed  of  these  advantages,  we  should  be 
inexcusable  to  God,  to  our  posterity,  to  the  whole 


it  is  not.  But  our  morning  and  evening  petitions; 
to  the  guardian  God  of  America  shall  be,  that  he 
will  bless  and  reward  yoH. 

With  transport,  my  countrymen,  let  us  look 
forward  to  the  bright  day,  which  shall  hail  us  a 
free  and  independent  state.  With  earnestness  let  ~ 
us  implore  the  forgiveness  and  the  patronage  of 
the  Being  of  all  beings,  who  holds  the  fate  of  em- 
pires in  his  hands!  with  zeal  let  us  exert  ourselves 
in  theservico  of  our  cuuntry,  in  life:  and  when  the 
earthly  scene  shall  be  closing  with  us,  let  us  expire 
with  this  prayer  upon  our  quivering  lips,  O  GOD 


world,  if  we  hesiiated,  a  single  moment,  in  assert- jLET  AMERICA  BK  FBEt:! 


ing  our  rights  and  repelling  the  attacks  of  l:t\\icss 
powrr.     Freedom  is  offered  to  us,  she  inviUH  us  lo 


ORATIOBT  nSUVERKU  AT  BOSTOIT,  SIABCH  5,  1777^ 

BY  BENJAMIN   HIGHBORN,  ESQ. 
accept  her  blessings;  driven  from  the  other  rc^iions  _,-„„  ,^  o  Tyrii,  .Urpem  k  Reuu.  omne  futurun. 


Exrrcttv  odiit;  ciiMfiiquf  b«e  miuitr  iiincro 

Muiwnu  DiUliut  mama  iiopulu,  ntc  fedcr*  lunto.— Firgil. 

Friend*  tutd  countrymen' — Leaving  apologies  for 
my  inability  to  act  the  part  I  am  ^o  take,  in  this 
day's  solemnivy,  to  tho^s  who  miglit  have  remedied 
I'^e  evil,  by  a  more  suitable  appointment,  I  shall 


of  the  globe,  she  wishe*  to  find  an  asylum  in.  the 

wilds  ot  .\mericii;  with  open  arms  let  hs  receive 

the  persecuted  fair;  let  us  imitate  the  example  of 

our  venerable  ancestors,  who  loved  and  courted 

her  into  these  desert  climea.     With  dctf rmined 

bravery,  let  us  rebist  the  attacks  of  her  impudentjofTer  my  sentiments  upon  the  subject  with  the  same 

ravishers;  by  reM)lotion  and  firmness  we  may  Ifrecdom^thatl  conceived  them. 
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The  •'Wantages  of  social  life,  are  the  result  o'Ji'.fi  fm«n  ,  and  lesming,  should  erer  be  subdued 
such  p\-idcnt  n«cc8Pity,  so  extensively  diffusive  %n<\  by  a  power  that  never  could  have  crept  into  life. 


umvertally  felt,  that  all  mankind  will  readil; 
acknowledge  their  existence  without  the  aid  of 
BCtap!iysicB  or  history. 

The  ri^ht  that  every  individual  has  to  reason 
Ircely  upon  the  nature  of  that  government  he  i? 
called  10  submit  to,  having  nature  for  its  sourer, 
it  no  less  obvious  and  perceptible — and  hence,  as 
a  aecessary  foundation  for  the  exercise  of  this 
right,  I  define  civil  liberty  to  be,  not  "a  govern- 
sent  by  laws,"  made  agreeable  to  charters,  bitis 
of  rights  or  compacts,  but  a  power  existing  in  the 
people  at  large,  at  any  time,  for  any  cvuse,  or  ft>r 
no  Cause,  but  their  own  sovereign  pleasure,  to  alt«:r 
or  ar>nihiUte  both  the  mode  and  essence  of  any 
ibfTner  government,  and  adopt  a  new  one  in  its 
stead. 

Placing  ourselves  then  upon  thin  broad  basis  of 
€ixil  tiberty^  founded  on  natural  rights  we  will, 
unawed  by  the  tiamliug  armiet  of  any  tyrant's 
tools,*  or  laonarchs,  deliberate  freely  upon  thi 
Bfeture  of  their  institutions,  and  their  dangerou& 
tendency  to  the  rights  of  man. 

Every  miliury  force  must  necessarily  imply  a 
right  of  exercising  an  arbitrary  power,  so  far  to. 
te^>ecU  the  objects  against  which  it  is  to  be 
directed;  and  what  will  be  the  objects,  against 
wlficbit  will  be  in  constant  exercise,  in  proportion 
to  its  extent,  we  may  collect  from  the  experience  cf 
agesy  and  the  well  known  source  of  human  actions. 

The  page  of  history  seldom  groans  with  the 
calamities  of  mankind,  but  we  may  trace  the  sourcr 
cf  their  unhappinesi  to  this  engine  of  oppression. 

Phijected  in  the  blackest  principles  of  ihe  hu 
Ban  mind,  and  supported  by  ambition  and  a  lust 
of  unbounded  sway,  ihih  armed  m'jn^.er  hitth  spread 
havoc  and  misery  throughout  the  world.  We 
iiad  the  bloody  traces  of  its  fodtsteps  through  all 
the  ruins  of  greatness  and  frerdorn,  either  in 
ancient  or  modern  timck:  ilie  most  free  and  opuleni 
citif »  of  the  world,  by  conniving  at  it^  birth,  have, 
at  last,  fjjlen  a  prey  to  its  relentless  fury.f 

While  we  are  ravUhed  with  the  politeness,  wis- 
dom,  and  greatness  of  the  Grecian  states,  we  c^n 
scarce  believe  that  the  product ior.ji  of  such  art. 


*Ti:e  petty  states  and  priucfs  who  huve  raised 
their  armies  as  «  peasant  would  Ins  guine  cocks, 
and  sent  them  to  m  irket  for  a  price,  are  in  the  must 
infimous  kense  of  the  word,  tools. 

fPifi^treittisof  Athens, Dyonisitis  of  SyrRcnj«e,  and 
Cc»Ar  of  Rome,  famish  a  few  among  numberle»:> 
exjinplesy  that  history  ail'jrds. 


but  through  the  channel  of  their  indulgence. 

But  alas!  their  fate  remains  a  standing  xtavxavT 
of  this  truth;  tliat  freedom,  at  sufTerence,  is  a 
Holecisnn  in  politics. 

To  avoid  the  pain  that  humanity  must  suflTer, 
•ipon  iindiiig  so  ftrw  instances  of  virtue  that  have 
>)een  proof  against  the  temptations  to  prostitute  a 
;lelega<ed  power,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  the 
jb^reat  rouxDKn  of  xocieties  has  caused  the  cuasx 
of  infaliuting  ambition,  and  relentless  cruelly,  to 
be  entuiled  on  those  whose  vanity  may  lead  them 
to  assume  Ai*  prerogative  among  any  of  his  peo- 
ple as  they  are  cantoned  about  in  the  world,  and  to 
prevent  mankind  from  paying  that  adoration  and 
respect  to  the  most  dign«ii'?d  mortal,  which  U  duo 
(inly  to  infinite  vdstlom  and go^dnete^  in  the  direction 
'«f  almighty  /rower,  and  therefore  that  he  alone  is  fit 
to  be  a  .xoxAavB. 

Were  we  to  traverse  the  whole  field  of  human 
transactions,  and  expect  any  where  to  find  an 
exemption  from  this  general  charge,  we  should 
most  aaturnlly  fix  our  eyc6  \i\yun  the  Roman**— but 
how  mortified  do  we  find  ourselves  by  the  survey? 

At  the  very  time  this  people  were  most  famed 
for  their  virtue  and  greatness— while  they  were 
regaling  themselves  with  luxurious  ease  in  the  lap 
of  freedom—- theprovinces,  they  obtained  by  fraud 
and  violence,  were  bufforing  under  every  species 
of  the  vilest  servitude,  and  made  -o  conirihute  to 
tha'.  very  eusr  and  luxury  at  the  discretion  of  the 
niosv  merciless  unfeeling  lask-masters. 

But  they  them^clvM,  by  the  ssme  tools  they 
had  armed  lo  execute  their  bloody  purposes,  in 
their  turn,  became  the  subject m  of  the  same  kind 
of  oppression  they  so  liberally  dealt  out  to  others, 
and  stand  recorded  in  history  ^qui>l  monuments  of 
the  greatness  and  depravity  of  human  nnture. 

Taught  by  the  experience  of  former  ages,  that 
a  general,  at  the  head  of  an  armed  force,  would 
ever  make  himself  superior  to  the  laws,  Europe^ 
for  several  centuries,  rai'-ed  effeclUhl  barriefd 
against  the  danger  (and,  I  may  say,  the  possibility) 
of  their  usur;  ationsi  for  the  tenure*  of  iheir  land^i, 
though  they  acknowledge  a  superior  lord,  waa  up. 
on  conditions  so  ablioireut  to  the  i lea  of  stand- 
ing armies,  that  it  offered  at  once,  both  a  promise 
and  a  pledge  against  them. 

Hut  to  convince  us  th»t  no  human  institutions 
c  ^n  i'  sure  permanent  felicity  to  mankind — securitv 

*Thc  fbudai  tenure. 
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the  offspring  of  ease  and  freedom,  opened  the  door 
for  one  enterprisinj?  usurper  after  »t»other,*  till  the 
li^hJibitants  of  the  whole  ea«^em  world  had  but  little 
left  cf  the  property  of  their  ipecies  but  whut  they 
possessed  in  tlieir  thape. 

Slravjre  metamorphosis !  but  is  it  not  much 
Utranpcr  still,  to  aee  these  pitiable  wretches  ttript 
of  every  erjoyment  that  can  render  life  a  bleaaingr, 
meanly  courtinj;  favor  and  protection  from  the 
tyrants  vho  cnshverl  them,  and  easily  mistaking 
the  ehaintafiervifttdrr  for  the  garb  r/ nature? 

T\^eformantic*  f.f  a/r<fe,  and  the  ends  of  a  de»p9Ue 
state  (says  a  modern  writer)  have  often  subsisted 
together;  Jlritani  furnishes  a  most  unhappy  example 
of  this  shocking  truth:  as  if  the  relish  of  liberty 
was  pampered  to  m-ike  slavery  itself  more  intoler- 
ably loathsone,  they  feel  all  the  mortifying  conse 
quencea  of  the  barest  servitude,  and  are  left  to 
console  themselvea  with  this  consideration,  that 
the  weight  of  their  grievances  can  never  be  increas- 
ed  while  they  ftr«  ampHmented^  or  rather  tanialiter! 
Avith  the  name  o^  freemen  These  are  some  of  the 
f;loriou8  effects  of  standing  armies  among /op#f^ 
natUnt,  Le:  us  now  consider  their  consequences 
sn  that  part  of  the  world,  in  whose  afl'aira  roe  take 
ft  more  inleres'ing  part. 

It  is  easy  to  conceive  that  those  m^n  who  would 
Ti^X.  scruple  to  make  use  of  every  artifice  and 
violence  to  reduce  the  very  people  to  whose  gene* 
rosity  they  were  indebted  for  tlieir  sptendor, 
wealth,  and  greatness,  to  a  state  of  vassalage,  would 
never  liesiiHte  to  make  their  conquests  as  exten- 
sive as  tlieir  power;  -the)  can  feel  the  influence  of 
no  lam  but  that  of  the  tword,  and  therefore  (what. 
ever  may  be  their  pretensions)  you  will,  in  every 
ease,  find  them  ultimately  make  an  appeal  to  its 
decisions. 

If  such  are  the  gtrvemort,  what  must  the  people 
Ve?  having  been  robbed  of  liberty  tliemselves,  with- 
out the  faintest  struggle  in  its  defence,j'  they  are 
just  fit  to  be  made  the  instruments  of  wresting  it 
from  othcra. 

How  c«n  we  expect  that  they  who  know  nothing 
of  the  happiness  of  freedom  themselves,  should  feel 
any  reluctance  at  reducing  all  mankind  to  their  own 
disgraceful  situation?  indeed  the  reveroe  is  true, 

for  we  generally  find  them  taking  an  unnatural 
»■■'  ■  ■        -.... — . —  - 

•Charles  VII.  Lewis  XI.  of  France,  having  set 

the  example,  all  the  crowned  heads  in  Europe  soon 
followed  it. 

■j-The  mtirder  of  two  or  three  people  in  Si. 
Ge.  rge's  fields,  seems  to  be  all  the  ceremony  at- 
tcndhig  the  death  arid  burial  of  British  liberty. 


pleasure  in  stripping  others  of  the  noblest  onuu 
ments  and  gif\s  of  nature,  to  countenance  their  owa 
deformity  and  wretchedness. 

A  trifling  farce,  therefore,  upon  the  question  of 
right  in  parliament,  was  all  the  previous  parade 
that  was  thought  necesssry  to  the  introduction  of 
a  standing  army,  with  all  the  ensigns  of  war,  into 
the  bowels  of  our  country. 

It  is  needless  to  recount  the  various  pr^uflei 
to  faostflities,  the  fatal  day  we  now  commemorate, 
opened  a  scene  that  filled  every  honest  minA  witk 
indignation,  and  every  tender  heart  with  distress.* 
•^It  is  impossible  for  sny  who  were  not  witnessei 
of  that  shocking  event,  to  conceive  the  terrors  of 
that  dreadful  night,  and  they  who  -were  must  have 
Images  of  horror  upon  the  mind  they  never  can 
communicate. 

The  variety  of  contending  passions  that  once 
fall  upon  and  distract  the  mind,  upon  the  arrival 
of  such  an  important  crisis,  can  never  be  realized 
hut  9nc^. 

To  see  the  peaceful  inhabitants  of  a  city» 
deliberately  murdered  by  the  very  men,  who,  in 
pretence,  were  supported  for  their  protection— to 
hear  the  piercing  g^osns — to  see  the  mangled 
bodies  and  ghastly  visages  of  the  dying  and  the 
dead— to  hear  the  shrieks  snd  cries  of  the  timid* 
with  the  promiscuous,  mingling  horrid  sound  of 
arms,  execrations,  and  vengeance,  produced  • 
scene  of  confusion  and  wretchedness,  so  com* 
plicated  and  complete,  that  the  power  of  the  riclftat 
language  must  ever  fail  in  doBcribing  it| 

The  eye  of  pity  is  yet  called  to  drop  a  tear  st 
the  sufferings,  and  patriotism  to  pour  the  halm  of 
diarity  over  the  wounds  of  half-murdered  citixens» 
dragging  out  a  miserable  life,  and  fresh  bleeding 
with  the  blows  aimed  at  our  country. 

We  could  dwell,  with  a  melancholy  pleasure,  on 
this  sad  catastrophe,  did  not  a  more  ample  field 
of  violence,  bloodshed,  and  cruelty,  demand  our 
attention. 

The  palpable  absurdity  of  making  use  of  the 
name  of  a  king,  to  give  a  sanction  to  those  very 
operations  which  were  carrying  on  agaimt  /iim,  has 
been  so  sensibly  felt,  through  all  ranks  of  men,  that 
we  have  not  yet  altogether  got  rid  of  its  disagreea- 
ble effects. 

And  I  roust  confess  I  should  blush  at  the  ludicrous 


-Qaii  talia  liuido« 


Mjrrmidonum,  tlotopninrr,  MUt  duri  railet  Utyisri, 
Tfimperet « lacbryoHB.  ^rff*!* 

tNon  niibi  ti  liacua  emtuni  liRt,  oniqae  cgtww. 
Ftrrrrft  voSf  omaet  »rtlcruiB  compicndert  flbroiM 
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severity,  wbicb,  however  juft,  hamanity  shiidrlerf 
to  inflict.  But  we  cannot  think  it  stranfc^  i'>  find 
people  in  the  subordinate  departments  of  life,  in* 
fluenced  by  such  ridiculous  notions,  while  tlicir 
haughty  masters  seem  to  labor  uader  the  misforlune 
of  the  same  infatuation. 

SIaT.es  a1>rays  rate  tbe  consequence  of  those  they 
serve,  by  the  treatment  tiicj*  receive  from  them, 
and  wonder  that  others  do  not  feel  the  weight  of 
the  same  importance. 

To  call  men  of  distinguished  rank,  in  any  go- 
vemment,  knaves,  fools  and  scoundrels,  however 
they  may  deserve  it,  is  esteemed  neither  polite  or 
decent:  I  am,  therefore,  at  a  loss  for  names  while  I 
atn  describing  the  oppressors  of  my  country.  Wl.Og 
without  deserving  these  reproachful  .ippellaiions, 
could  have  conceived  the  horrid  wish  of  decking 
his  orown  with  the  idle  plume  of  foreign  empire 
at  the  expense  of  the  peace,  wealth,  and  very  being 
of  a  va$i9u?  and  who  but  a  pempaut  blockhead,  in 
\)\t  execution  of  this  impious  design,  could  expect 
lo  conquer  a  hard},  virtuous  set  of  men,  by  ineflf^- 
tual  threats  and  empty  promises,  contained  in  a  set 
of  fircclamattont,  he  wanted  either  courage  or  power 
to  di<(perse  amotig  the  people  they  were  designed 
to  subdue?* 

Possibly  they  may  conceive  the  length  of  their 
master's  purse,  at  the  rate  of  thirty  crowns  a  man  » 
rtrj  faith,  would  justify  tbe  charge  of  extreme  I  to  be  equal  to  all  the  armed  force  of  Europe,  and 
and  lolly  against  all  mankind,  who  had  therefore  they  should  be  able  ultimately  to  cifect 

that  by  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  which  tl.ey  ra- 
ther witihed,  than  expected^  to  obtain  on  any  other 
terms. 

Here  let  us  pause,  and  for  the  honor  of  our  spe- 
cies, give  a  moment  to  reflection  upon  this  hhock- 
ing  idea!  is  it  possible  that  any  race  of  men,. should 
be  so  lost  to  a  ^cnse  of  the  rights  of  nature,  and 
the  dignity  of  their  rank  in  tlit  chain  of  beings,  as 
to  sufi'er  themselves  (like  the  horses  wliich  t^iey 
ride)  to  be  tutored  to  the  field  of  war,  to  have  a 
price  set  upon  their  lives,  which  their  masters  will 

destroy  the  little  credit  they  ever  hud  for  humanity; 
and  the  sufferings  of  some  to  which  1  huve  ni}.soIf 
been  a  witness,  exposed  lo  all  the  inconveniencr  s 
and  hazards  of  u  languishing  disease  in  coi.fineme:;t 
on  ship  board,  in  view  of  the  persons  and  habita- 
tions of  tlieir  nearest  fi  lends,  and  a  sympathizipg 
parent  turned  over  the  side  with  reproaches,  f  Jr 
atieiTip'ing  to  speak  to  his  sick,  suticrinp,  dyi*  p 
duld,  must  give  the  chiiractcrb  of  the  poliir,  NeriKi- 
ble,  humane  admiral  Graves,  and  his  nephrw  Sn'.^i, 
a  stamp  of  infamy,  which  tiie  power  of  time  caii 
never  wipe  away. 

|The  generals  Gage  and  Howe,  hare  been  \\  ly- 
ing  ihis  warlike  game  ever  since  they  have  been 
m  the  country. 


figure  in  which  this  part  of  our  history  must  exhibit 
to  view,  in  future  time,  were  we  not  countenanced 
by  tbe  tame,  or  more  striking  inconsistencies  which 
are  to  be  found  attendant  (and  perhaps  necessarily 
!•)  opofi  all  important  revohitions. 

We  ean  easily  conceive  a  mixture  of  prejudir*» 
«id  fear,  that  will  excite  such  awful  ideas  of  the 
person,  to  whom  we  have  been  taught  from  our 
cradlei,  to  annex  the  properties  of  a  most  gradoui 
arrereijf  n,  most  taered  tnajittg,  and  a  train  of  such 
OoD-like  attributes,  as  would  Bake  us  feel  con- 
scious of  a  degree  of  impiety,  in  calling  a  iJiUain  by 
Kia  proper  name,  while  shrouded  under  this  garb 
•f  taneft'/y. 

But  it  is  exceedingly  diverting  to  ricw  the 
biluenee  of  this  chimerical  divinity  in  those  who 
are  made  tbe  immediate  tools  of  support^nf:  it— 
Ikej  will  tell  you  it  is  a  task  most  ungrnterul  to 
BM»  of  their  sensibility  and  lefinensent,  to  be  made 
ihc  inatnuBfnts  of  sending  fire  and  death  indis 
crhninately  among  the  innocent,  the  helpless,  and 
tbe  fair^-but  they  have  sworn  to  be  faithful  to 
their  sovereign,  and  were  they  ordered  to  scale  the 
walla  of  the  new  Jerusalem,  they  should  not  dare 
to  decline  the  impious  attempt. 

Were  it  not  for  this  ridiculous  faith  in  the 
eomipotence  of  the  tyrant  whom  they  serve,  we 
t  suppose  them  fools  or  madmenr—Indeed  that 


not  been  wirtured  in  this  cradle  of  infatuation. 

Were  it  not  fbr  the  indulgence  that  a  generous 
mind  will  always  shew  to  tbe  weakness  and  pre- 
judices of  the  worst  of  men,  many  whom  th  e  chance 
of  war  has  thrown  into  our  hands,  must  have  felt 
Hkit  severity  and  eomtempt  of  a  justly  enraged  peo* 
pie,  while  they,  with  all  their  vanity  and  ostenta- 
tion, remain  the  imAtirf  object*  ofourpittf. 

It  is  surely  rather  a  subject  of  merry  ridicule, 
thaa  deserving  of  serious  resentment,  to  see  many 
•f  this  kind  of  gentry  affecting  to  deny  the  cha- 
racter of  prisoners,  and  attributing  that  indulgence 
which  is  the  effect  of  unparalleled  generosity,  to 
the  mean  motive  of  fear;  but  we  will  let  them  k.iow, 
that  they  cannot  provoke  us  even  to  Jugtice  in  the 
fine  9€pwri»kment,  and  we  leave  them  to  their  own 
consciences  and  the  impartial  censures  of  surround- 
ing nations,  to  make  some  returns  for  the  un- 
exampled cruelties  that  many  of  our  friends  have 
aoffered  from  their  bsrbarous  hands;*  in  lieu  of  that 

"Captain  Jolio^on  and  hit  crew,  the  prisoners  in 
general  at  New  York  and  Halifax,  Mr  Lovell  and 
mnf  others  io  Boiton,  ars  instances  suf&cicnt  to 
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receive,  and?4tien  be  told  into  the  sen*ice  of  /tit/.  1  interest,  domestic  felicity,  a'ld  u\\  ihe  consequoit 
ambitUn  and  avarice,  and  become  the  tools  of  eter  {refined  rnjoyments  of  socisl  life,  to  the  ezipenciet 


nal  war  sgainst  the  lives,  the  properties,  and  firee 
dom  of  the  rest  of  mankind. 

But,  thanks  to  heaven!  this  bUr.k  cembinatioD  of 
passions,  supported  by  the  unmsftked  tjTant  of  Bri 
tain,  with  all  the  mercenary  forces  of  his  powerful 
and  extensive  allies,  have  hitherto  proved  unsuc- 
cessful (and  I  trust  in  Gon  they  ever  will)  in  every 
effort  to  contaminate  the  only  column  of  free  air 
in  both  hemispheres f  however,  one  advantage  wede 
rive  from  their  open  attempts,  which  is  to  expect 
Ao  security  for  ourselves,  but  in  their  ruin;  delibe- 
rate murders,  indiscriminate  plunder,  and  the  most 
barbarous  violence  upon  the  delicacy  and  virtue  of 
the  fair,  have  marked  the  few  paces  of  ima^nary 
e^ngueti  they  have  trod.* 


Methinks  I  see  the  tender  parent,  firantie  with 
rage,  defying  hosts  of  ruffians  armed,  and  courting 
death  in  every  form,  rather  than  live  the  witneu  of 
his  daughter's  shame;— -ah!  hear  the  shrieks  of  vir- 
gin innocence  calling  in  vain  for  succour  from  thai 
arm  which  ofl  defended  her!  but  see  the  helpless 
victim  of  their  British  lust,  in  wild  despair,  wring- 
ing her  gtriltleat  hands,  with  looks  to*  heaven,  as  if, 
without  a  crime,  she  had  lost  her  only  title  to  those 
pure  abodes!  where  is  the  covcrd  heart  that  does 
not  beat  to  arms,  and  glow  with  unusual  ardor  for 
revenge? 

Where  are  friends  to  reconciliation,  with  these 
foes  to  virtue?  they  will  tell  us  their  power  is  formi- 
dable, and  it  is  wise  to  accommodate  ourselves  to 
the  requisitions  of  seperior  force — as  soon  Td  tam- 
per with  the  power  of  hell!  for 


of  his  country  in  the  field  of  war:— the  cheerftil- 
ness  with  which  he  has  sustained  all  the  hardships, 
anxieties,  and  disappointments  of  two  important 
campaigns,  against  a  formidable  body  of  well  dia« 
ciplined  veterans,  with  an  army  composed  of  men 
different  ia  their  manners,  and  unused  to  the  dit- 
cipline  of  a  camp,  without  exciting  the  smallest 
jealousies  in  the  civil  powin  on  the  one  hand,  or 
giving  occasion  for  the  faintest  murmurs  among 
his  soldiers,  oa  the  other:  and  finally,  when  his 
enemies  were  at  the  zenith  of  their  glory,  and,  in 
imagination,  already  in  possession  of  a  conquered 
world}— wilA  the  remnant  efhis  expiring  army,  to 
resume  the  field,  and  with  this  handful  of  his  cho- 
sen  IbUowers,  disperse,  destroy,  or  captivate  whole 
hosts  of  foes,  must  excite  sentiments  of  affection, 
gratitude,  and  esteem,  that  border  upon  aderatien. 


'Tis  the  worst  of  vltvery 


«*T»mely  to  bend  our  necks  beneath  the  yoke 
*'And  suffer  fraud  (o  talk  us  out  of  freedom." 

Thp>'  wish  not  to  sooth  but  to  destroy  us;  and  if 

this  stale  arlifice  of  tyrants  should  succeed,   we 

well  deserve  the  ruin  it  insures. — tbey  never  ask 

for  what  they  can  demmid,  and  impotence  alone  pre- 
vents a  general  ca*  fugi. 

Does  courage  want  a  stimulus  in  the  defence  of 
virtue?  let  us  cast  our  eyes  on  the  example  of  our 
illustrious  general;  equally  beyond  the  reach  of 
calumny  and  encomium,  the  tongue  of  slander  has 
never  dared  to  attack  him,  while  the  ablest  panegy- 
rist must  blush  when  be  is  attempting  to  give  him 
/ialf\ht  eulogiums  which  are  hia  due. 

The  generous  sacrifice  he  has  made  of  private 


*See  accounts  of  their  proceedings  in  the  Jersies, 
and  general  orders  in  the  orderly  book  taken  nt 
Trenton. 


Did  not  a  life  of  the  most  disinterested  patriot* 
ism  and  unremitted  ardor  in  the  cause  of  virtue 
and  of  mankind,  point  him  out  as  an  exception  to 
the  charge  we  have  so  fully  supported  against  all 
who  lived  before  him,  I  should  dread  more  from 
the  virtues  of  tliis  great  man,  than  from  all  the 
standing  armies  in  the  world. 

But  so  full  a  confidence  do  I  possess  in  his  invio- 
lable attachment  to  the  rights  of  humanity  and  the 
cause  of  freedom,  that  in  some  future  emergeneiee 
of  the  state  (produced  perhaps  by  the  shifting  for* 
tunc  of  war)  to  his  instinctive  goodness  and  cxcen* 
trie  operations,  I  would  most  cheerfully  commit 
supreme  command. 

I  will  explain  my  sentiments  upon  this  subject, 
by  those  of  a  fi-iend,  in  his  own  words. 

•••Tis  best  that  reason  govern  man, 

*  Tis  Calm,  deliberate,  wise, 
Yet  passions  were  noi  given  in  vain. 

Here  then  the  difference  lies. 

Reason,  tho*  sure,  too  slow  is  found 

In  great  emergencies. 
While  passion  instant  feels  the  wound. 

As  quick  the  cure  applies. 

Yet  ihat  must  not  due  bounds  transgress. 

But  move  At  remou's  nod. 
Submit  at  last  to  her  decrees 

And  own  her  for  the  Gnu. 

'Twas  thus  the  synod  of  our  land. 

The  reasonivg  potoer  of  state. 
Gave  Washixgto^t  supreme  command 

And  made  his  orders  fate. 

Yet  as  necessity  impelled 

The  step— when  that  is  past 
T!ie  scn*le  shall  resume  tlie  tield 

And  reign  supreme  at  last.** 
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In  support  of  such  m  cause,  directed  by  huc!i  a 
leader,  who  would  think  his  life  too  dear  a  saor- 
ce?^1et  the  mean,  base,  groveling  soul,  that  wishes 
for  security  on  anjf  termt,  throtigh  fear  forget  he  is  a 
man,  cringe  to  the  creature  he  despises,  smile  on  the 
BMi  he  hates,  alternately  shake  hands  with  vice  and 
Tirtae,  and  court  protection  from  thepower  he  wish- 
es to  destroy'.— let  us,  my  friends,  determine  to 
maiotain  our  sacred  rights,  or  perish  in  the  at- 
t£ropt,*  with  vigor  urge  the  war,  frown  on  our  foes 
vhereTer  we  meet  them,  despise  thair  mercy  when 
we  feel  p^ver^  and  from  this  moment  hold  our- 
selves beyond  the  reach  of  pardon. 

•AATIO.V.  DELITSniB  AT  BOSTOlT,  MIKCR  5,  1778, 

BYJOVAIHAN   \V    AL'STIN,  ESQ 

— >lliilta^up  nibnnia  Cade 

JL«kric«  Sau  nmleBt.  nuUi  ina  prafuit  iBtas— Luoin,  Lift.  S. 

——Hie  ubi  berbann  hoecii, 

Uifrra  pkit  wleautlrgibui  arma  facit.— 0«iil  de  Pante. 

^h  daileia  HIint  aoeiisqait  faom  fando 
XuiUcet?  aot  powitlachrymis  se^uant  labOTet? 
Pluriina  pefqae  via*  ttemamurioeitia  iMMim 
CMiMca.—  rirgU  Zd  JSneUh 

Mg  frienilt  and  fellov  cif/xent.— To  weep  over 
the  toniib  of  the  patriot— to  dr^p  a  tear  to  the  me- 
mory of  those  unfortunate  ciiizens,  who  fell  the 
first  sacrifice  to  tyranny  and  usurpation,  is  noble, 
generous  and  humane.  S*ich  are  the  sentiments 
that  influence  you,  my  countrymen,  or  why,  through 
successive  periods,  with  heart^felt  sensations,  have 
)'ou  attended  tliis  solemn  anniversary,  and  paid 
this  sad  tribute  to  the  memory  of  your  slaughtered 
brechren.  Nor  ia  the  circle  contracted — the  most 
amiable  part  of  the  creation  share  the  grief,  and, 
soft  pity  beaming  in  their  countenances,  like  the 
daHjkter*  «/*  hrael,  annually  lament  the  fate  of 
others,  and  weep  over  *he  miseries  of  their  coun- 
try.f  Coiie  then,  ray  friends,  let  us  enter  the  soli- 
tary courts  of  death,  and,  perhaps,  an  hour  spent 
in  such  refleciion,  may  afford  as  solid  improvement 
as  nature  in  her  gayest  tccnet. 

To  commemorate  the  deaths  of  those  men  w)io 
fell  unhappy  victims  to  brutsl  violence — to  show 
the  d^ngc  r  «i^  tendency  of  standing  armies  in  popu* 
lous  ciiits  in  lime  of  peace,  the  origt.i  nf  tiiis  fatal 
catastrupbe — to  trace  its  connexion  aad  effects,  as 
tbey  have  been,  and  are  now  displayed,  in  diffe- 
rent  par^  of  America,  1  take  to  be  the  design  of 
this  day's  solemnity. 

It  appears  to  me  needless  to  enter  into  the  nature 
nd  cods  of  civil  government,  and  to  evince  tlut 
standing  armies  are  .»  sokcis;n  in  sue!)  a  constiUi  ' 

'Justum  et  ien4r«*ni,  propojiii  vii'iim, 
Non  Civiiim  ardor,  pr^vai  jubenti'jm 
Non  vultus  infltantis  tyranni 
Menteqit.th  solida:  ■ 
t^ldgCS|Xi.3l?,40. 
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lion.  Such  sentiments  are  founded  in  nature,  and 
have,  for  ages,  under  different  meridi.nB,been  ful- 
ly displiiyed  by  men  who  knew  the  rights  of  nature 
and  mankind.  The  names  of  Lock,  8td!(et  and  Hamp- 
DRif,  have  long  been  illustrious,  and  my  country- 
men are  too  well  acquainted  with  their  writings, 
not  to  venerate  their  memones.  Nor  can  1  forget 
the  same  sentiments  which  have  charmed  you  from 
the  lips  of  men,  who  have  spoke  before  me,  on  the 
same  occasion,  whose  characters  will  be  ever  dear« 
and  the  exertions  of  whose  patriotism  and  virtue, 
exhibited,  in  the  most  critical  situations,  posterity 
will  ever  wonder  at  and  revere. 

In  short,  to  confirm  this  point  by  logical  conclu- 
sions, must  be  an  useless  mispense  of  time.  Even 
a  crown  lawyer,  whose  sentiments  are  not  always 
friendly  to  the  rights  of  mankind,  will  tell  us,  ''in 
a  land  of  liberty,  it  is  extremely  dangerous  to  make 
a  distinct  order  of  the  profession  of  arms.  Inab- 
solute  monarchies  this  is  indeed  necessary  for  the 
tnfety  of  t/t$  prince,  tind  arisea  from  the  main  princi- 
pie  of  their  constitution,  which  is  goveniing  by/eat^ 
but  in  free  state*,  the  profession  of  a  soldier,  taken 
tinj^ly  and  merdy  as  a  profession,  is  justly  an  object 
or  jealousy.  'Che  laws,  therefore,  and  constitution 
of  these  kinjjdoms,  know  no  such  thing  as  ^perpe* 
tiial  ttanding  soldier."* 

Arguments  existing  in  theory,  however  the  miad^ 
may  be  captivated,  do  not  always  convince;  and 
consequences,  traced  from  theaame  source,  are  sel- 
dom 7ntere.sting.  But  when  we  find  the  appre- 
hensions of  the  greatest  and  best  of  mankind,  who, 
actuated  by  a  principle  of  benevolence,  felt  for  the 
common  interests,  fully  displayed  in  awful  and 
tremendous  efTecis,  wethen  start  from  our  lethargy', 
.ind  like  the  sensitive  plant,  shrink  from  approach- 
ing danger!  stich  is  the  case  with  respect  to  tl»e 
subject  before  us.  Philosophers  and  statesmen 
fiave  shewn  how  dangerous  standing  armies  must 
be  in  a  free  state,  and  every  pige  in  the  volume/ 
of  munkind  confirms  the  melancholy  account.      •' 

Speculaiive  writers  may  indeed  tell  us,  that  the 
scec!s  of  dissolution  exist  in  every  body  pr.liiic— 

fhkt  like  the  body  natural,  it  must  decay  and  die 

and  that  the  8;\me  causes  which  brought  the  em- 
pires  nf  r.dut  and  CyruM  to  desiruction,  will  sap 
evpry  other  government  on  earth.f  For  my  own 
part,  I  am  no  fuLilist,  and  w»7  desperandnm  pro  re>- 
puh'ica,  is  to  me  a  much  preferable,  and  more  ge- 
nerous motto.  And  instead  of  enumerating  their 
many  vices  and  corruprions,  as  the  original  came,  { 

♦Blackb tout's  (yontmentiirie.s,  vol.  L  pPge^O". 
-^SttC  LtcUisarus  by  M.  Marmootell. 


83 


PMNCiFLBS  AMU  AOTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


i^oeaRi 


think  a  little  acqiuintanoe  with  history  witl  infor.Ti 
«iy  that  they  are  not  nerely  the  ori^^nal  cute,  but 
comeguencet  reaulting  from  the  fatal  measure  we 
are  considerlnf^.  In  absolute  nonarchien,  where 
the  military  is  the  principal  enffine  of  gorernmeniy 
ve  are  not  to  look  for  a  confirmation  of  tliis  ar^ it 


those  vices  which  have  been  prevalent  in  powerful 
monarchies,  and  how  orefully  they  watched  the 
Siicred  altar  of  freedooi,  that  they  themselves  must 
remain  a  standing  monument  of  tite  consequences 
of  tliis  faUl  measure.  Such  is  the  case.  Mbrkis. 
in  new  modelling  the  legions,  and  replacing  iIm 


wemrciiuv  tv  luuik  lut  •  vwtii>&tu«»ivtB  «/■  «••-  ••^•-.-   —  —«...    uawMVAtaui^  uic  ic;^iuii«,  «na    replacing  ■!« 

ment.    But  in  republics,  'till  the  intr«>duction  ofjcitiBens  who  served  in  them  with  foreign  mercena- 
a  soldiery,  distinct  from  the  citizens,  we  find  them  |  ries,  laid  the  horcsd  fbundaiion.    The  door  was  novr 


as  remote  from  corruption,  luxury,  ^nd  the  other 
black  catalogue  of  vices,  as  any  human  system  can 
attain  to:  but  when  standitig  troops  were  intro- 
duced, tiiey  immediately  followed.  Depravity  ol 
BKanners — a  dislike  to  vlrlue  and  manly  sentiment 
— efieoBinacy,  and  those  grosser  vices,  too  indeli 
cate  to  be  mentioned  in  this  place,  stalked  like 
dxmona  through  their  cities.  Witness,  ye  repub- 
lics, that  were  once  great  and  illustrious,  but  are 
now  no  more!  witness,  O  Boston!  for  ye  were  too 
well  acquainted  with  the  melancholy  truths 

Vfe  will  DOW  confirm  the  sentiment  by  •  brief 
inspection  into  some  parts  of  history. 

The  Greek$  were  a  republic,  that,  in  a  short  flight 
of  years,  exhibited  the  most  glorious  spectacle  that 
ever  appeared  to  mankind;  and,  as  one  observes, 
the  age  tliey  lired  in,  seemed  to  be  the  golden  pe- 
riod of  human  nature.*  In  every  branch  of  war  or 
peace,  in  every  species  of  science  they  excelled, 
and  were  at  once  feared,  admired,  and  venerated 
by  the  other  nations  of  the  world:  yet  this  heruic 
oonfederacy  was  originally  reduced  from  this  glo- 
rious supedority,  by  the  arts  of  one  manf  under  the 
idea  of  a  guard,  fiom  an  inconsiderable  number  of 
attendants,  he  increased  to  that  stretch  of  power  as 


open  fur  one  $00  prwet/ul  dtizea  after  another,  until 
Ctftur,  kMing  every  check,  and  laughing  at  the  irn* 
potent  anathemas  of  the  senate,  with  the  distant 
legions  marched  to  Rome,  and  formed  a  new  xra  hn 
their  history.  From  this  period  we  «re  charmed 
no  more  with  illustrious  actions,  and  the  last  re« 
mains  of  dignity  sunk  in  the  Roman  world.  So  true 
is  it,  that  when  a  people  lo«e  their  liberty,  they  at 
once  become  fit  subjects  of  entry  thing  baae  and 
ijffamous. 

We  have  thus  far  produced  instances  of  the  fatal 
effecs  of  armies  tlius  kept  up,  which  h«ve  ended 
in  the  utter  subversion  of  the  laws  and  ^ovemmeet 
of  two  of  the  most  memorable  repubiica  in  ancient 
story.  We  will  now  shift  the  scene,  a«d  while  we 
•how  their  dangerous  tendency  in  states  of  a  more 
modem  date,  we  will  exhibit  an  illus-rious  exam* 
pie  through  what  scenes  of  danger,  hardships  aed 
blood,  the  determtned  spirits  of  honor,  and  attach- 
ment to  freedom,  will  carry  a  people. 

Previous  to  mentioning  the  situation  of  the  Unit* 
ed  Frwinctt,  1  must  remark  how  very  similar  tlieir 
circumstances  were  to  out's.  We  shall  ever  find 
it  an  unalterable  maxim  of  princes,  who  in  time  ef 
peace  kept  up  a  standing  force,  however  they  maj 


Proved  the  faUl  Stab  to  the  vitals  of  his  country.  Ther**^^*™  ^t  pmtcctort  0/ /aw,  the  end  is  ftulnen 
bank  thus  broken  down,  the  tide  swelled  too  rapidto      "■" '•""  ""''  — ''"  '^ ''  "* 


be  stemmed,  and  virtue,  freedom  and  the  laws,  aii 
fell  a  sacrifice.  ^ 

Similar  was  the  situation  of  the  JlomaTu,  Al 
lliough  not  so  universally  distinguished  as  the 
imreekt,  yet  from  the  expulsion  of  their  kmgs,  to 
the  time  of  JUariui,  they  evinced  to  what  a  prodi- 
gious greatness  mankind  may  arrive  when  actuated 
by  the  principles  of  liberty,  virtue  aud  honor,  i.i 
fluenced  by  such  motivesi  no  wonder  their  actions 
were  conformable:  and  while  the  most  rigid  inflexi- 
bility presided  at  home,  tlie  Uomau  eagle  flew  to 
the  remotest  comer  of  the  globe. 

Can  we  then  suppose,  when  we  view  the  charac- 
ters which  appeared  on  the  stage  at  this  period— 
when  we  consider  how  remote  they  were  from 

tHsms  Hermes. 
tPifiatratus. 


those  laws  and  render  the  constituiion  useleas. 
Such  was  the  mode  of  conduct  of  J^/nlip  the  tee^nd^ 
of  Spain,  to  the  low  countries,  and  such  the  pro- 
cedure of  a  similar  character,  George  the  tiard^ 
of  Briuin,  influenced  by  a  despicable  ministry. 
Theformer,  as  sir  William  Templeobsei|res,**thiRk- 
ing  it  not  agreeing  with  his  greatness,"  (sn  army 
beingjnow  in  the  bowels  of  their  country)  'Ho  con- 
sider their  d'scnntenu,  or  be  limited  by  their  aiw 
cient  forms  of  govemmeat,"  proceeds  to  despise 
the  one  and  overturn  the  other.  New  courts  judi- 
CAtory  were  appointed,  new  ofTices   established^ 


dtpending  ab9alutdy  on  the  kin^* 

What  was  the  consequence? — could  it  be  sup* 
posed  a  generous  people,  would  sit  dovm  tamely^ 
and  kiss  the  rod  that  lashed  them?  a  difTerentmode 
of  conduct  ensued.    The  duke  of  Alva  was  sent 

*Sir  WiUium  Temple's  obsorvationa  OD  the  Unit- 
ed Provinces.  Page  31,  sa. 
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whh  a  powerful  wtny,  the  very  forcible  plea  of  ly- 
i»nti,«nd  the  moat  shocking  cruelties  were  com- 
mitted. Hcrt  lethuin«nityepre»dlierrei1  nor  let 
the  tender  l>reatthe«Te  with  anfrul^hatsuth  acenes. 
But  shocking  u  they  we,  thej-  flow  »«  nituriUy 
from  tbii  cuned  engine  of  Dppression,  u  beams  of 
1^1  from  thes-in.  i'or  is  the  s»me  sensible  ».l- 
ter  obserre*,  "f  o  preai  aniip«thy  ever  inpSar*  be- 
-tveen  citix''ns*nd  inldterai  while  one  pred-nrfi  !a  he 

»^ye  under  Ihw,  which  the  other  pretends  »Ao;/ it 

wuijctt  tv  his  sword  and  his  wilL" 

But  terr'Me  es  the  msny  executions  of  tlieir 
VQSt  itlu^trioua  pa'rints  appeared  to  them,  while 
the  land  was  drenched  in  its  richest  blood— liow- 
errt  »ff-etin(r  th*  sight  of  cotifiscntlons,  Impriaan- 
■enli,  and  the  numbcrkna  crneUies  tiiat  attended 
llieni,they  were  not  daunted.  That  God  who  hut 
Mb  oppression,  and  delightelh  in  the  happiness  ul 
bU  creation,  inspired  them  with  sentiments  that 
carried  them  tbroufrh  innumerable  hsrdsliipa,  '[HI 
«fter  luvingcipemlEd  immense  tresBiii-esand  blooil 
fiir  beller  than  threescpreycars,  they  laid  the  fbun- 
dationorarieh.free,  and  BodrishiriE  people:  Vt 
ridenee  hereby  givini;  »n  instmoiive  leasoii  It.  pc 
terlly  in  every  age,  who  are  conlrnding  (br  all  iha' 
it  dear  and  sacred,  to  i^ursue  Ihe  kIotioub  ohjpc-i 
ntMjiUnted;  1cn<)wing1bat,a>  liberty  is  a  plant  triinjj 
planted  from  the  gardens  of  heaven,  its  divine  pa 
rent  will  itill  cherish  it,  and,  in  spite  of  opposition, 
It  wilt  flouriib,  it  will  live  forever. 

Such,  ny  friends,  have  been  the  methods  n^e<! 
by  enterprising  men,  in  former  agei,  to  ciirry  inio 
effect  their  a<abitious  designs,  and  found  their 
(reatneas  Ml  theniins  of  their  country.  But  in  our 
dqr,  these  tne«»urts  have  bfcom  systemaiicsl 
Tbeyaretn  f-ci  pari  of  the  constitution.  Toiklce 
■  Tiew  of  the  different  puwrrt  in  Em-ope,  and  cdiH' 
puethem  with  the  sUtc  if  uicieni  republics,  un 
der  great  and  wise  legislators,  who  seemed  to  b( 
railed  up  for  the  benefit  of  the  age  thry  lived  in 
•nd  the  admiration  of  posterity,  we  must  drop  Iht 
tear  of  aenaibilitj  at  the  contria'.  Wherein  thi 
kii>g<!ain  IhHt  dots  not  groin  unrler  tlie  caUmlliei 
of  nrliiary  lymnnyr  lei  us  pause  *  while  on  Ihi 
SMt  emincat  of  them. 


Itnder  tlie 


In  the  large  empire  of  Sa>ria,  the  efTecIs  are 
glaring.  Even  the  shadowof  liberty  has  vanished. 
OfM  great  importance  i«  the  fflilitary,  thai  a  re- 
emiting -ifficer  cin  go  through  their  vilUgea,  and 
pilch  vpon  (he  ablest  of  the  inhabitants,  ii 
voutd  choose  his  cattle.  And  even  ■  f^tther 
Wffl  imprisoned  in  his  own  home,  for  the  escs| 


child,  while,  by  order  of  the  officer,  his  own  sons 
have  been  his  gaolers* 

Perhspi  there  is  no  nation  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  more  happy  than  Fraiicf,  in  every  luxury  of 
imid  this  profosion  of  plenty,  the  farmer 
eihibils  the  most  wretched  spectacle  in  nature. 
Supported  by  the  gleanings  of  the  field,  the  fruits 
(if  his  labor  go  to  the  subsiitence  of  the  soldiery. 
Thus  dispirited  snd  depresaed,  he  contents  R^mteir 
with  the  refuge  uf  his  ground,  while,  after  hia 
greatest  exertions,  anollier  will  reap  ihe  fruits  of 
hit  honrst  industry.  The  most  obdurate  breast 
must  melt  at  such  scenes,  and  execrate  tlie  effects 
of  standing  armies. 

Look  into  the  situation  of  Ptland. 
direction  of  that  great  min,f  fim 
ries  against  the  Tvrt;  thty  were  brave  and  virlu- 
008,  and  proved  the  bulwark  of  Christendom.— 
Itui,  under  the  Sairaa  line,  this  spirit  not  suiting 
their  plan  of  govermieoi,  was  awed  by  electoral 
troops,  anrt  totsliy  decayed.  The  eonsequenrSB  sre 
now  severely  experienced  by  themi  and  while  in 
ihisdrpressed  state,  ihey  are  an  object  of  desire  tu 
,  Turki  and  Butriant,  their  country  is  a  scene  of 
bloodshed  and  misery. 

It  is  needless  to  mention   England,  ar  the  idle 
fiirceofart  annual  act  of  parliament,  for  the  nupport 
of  standing  troops,  which  is  nothing  but  an  insult 
un  the  sense  of  that  nation.    The  more  virtuoua 
among  lhem,]ftbefl:ime  of  liberty  has  not  entirely 
fxpired,  easily  see  through  the  guise,  and  in  the 
ddth  t^  Mien  and  others,  wantonly  buiebered  by 
1  mercenary  saidier]',  can  too  clearly  read  the  fate 
of  themselvcBindpoaterity. 
The  melancholy  part  of  this  subject  must  give 
■in  to  every  liumsne  breast.    Tliiii  ii  natural.  But 
these  scenes  more  directly  afTect  other  naijons^  and 
howe>er  we  may  pity  the  unhappy  aunVrrrj  there 
kind  of  pleasure  we  feel  tli.l  We  oursrlver  are 
immediutely  jnleresled.    And  would  to  Ciuo,  it 
ever  remained  so     O  my  country!  with  whet 
lieari-felt  satisfaction  should  I  rejoice,  if  oppres- 
d  never  slrelclie'  her  baleful  wings  lo  tbia 
ippyctime!  that  that  liberty  which  an  illus- 
Et  oj  men,  of  whom  ibe  aorld  was  notwoT* 
thy,  purchased  al  so  dear  a  rale,  night  have  de- 
scended unimpaired   to  latest  posterity.    But  is 
this  the  cMef  has  this  scou'ge  of  mankind,  stand- 
ing armies,  never  interrupted  our  prosperi'>7  if  so, 
«hy  is  thia  desk  hung  with  the  table  covering  of 
death   why  iffi     aurroiuided  by  so  many  of  my  fel- 
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low-citizens,  who  listen  tothclmle  of  woe!  yes,  ray  i  the  reiics  of  sUnghterei  citizens  Art  obj*c:s  of 


countrymen,  we  ourselves  are  deeply  interested 
and  ttiis  same  engine  of  opprestsion,  which  has 
thrown  mighty  republics  from  their  foundations, 
has  attempted  and  still  continues  to  spread  the 
same  horrid  consequences  ia  Americi*:  and  in  iik 
usual  mode  of  conduct,  has  been  attended  with  eve- 
species  of  cruelty,  some  of  them  unhcjird  of  before; 
but  which  your  firmness,  under  Gud,  has  hitherto, 
and  1  pray  ever  may,  surmount. 

The  shocking  scene  of  that  dreadful  night,  the 
frtal  effects  of  which  we  are  now  still  weeping 
over,  is  beyond  description.  No  one,  perhaps,  if  it 
is  taken  in  every  view,  that  was  not  a  spectator,  can 
conceive  it.    When  I  consider  the  many  insults. 


pity,  and  the  sympathizing  8peet«tor  will  ever  drop 
a  tear  over  them.  But  there  may  be  ins-ance«, 
when  the  leaser  streams  of  afiecion  are  absorbed 
in  a  sill  greater  sea  of  woe.  Such  are  the  senti- 
ments that  must  strike  every  breast,  when  we  re- 
flect, illustrious  Warhbh!  on  thy  death-— a  death, 
which  whole  hecatombs  of  slaughtered  enemies, 
strowed  around  thy  corpse,  can  never  repay.— 
Here,  ye  minions  of  power!  ye  who  are  dead  to  the 
calls  of  honor  and  public  virtue,  are  willing  to  wade 
to  station  through  the  blool  of  your  brethren,  here 
behold  a  spectacle  that  must  harrow  your  inmost 
soul.  You,  my  countrymen,  with  the  moat  pleating 
sensations,  have  attentively   listened,  while,  like 


abuses  and  violences,  this  unhappy  town  was  ex-  «s,  he  was  weeping  over  the  unhappy  fite  af  others 


posed  to  for  months  previous  to  this  melancholy 
tragedy,  and  when  the  tumult  of  contrary  passions 
was  thus  naturally  excited,  to  see  a  brutal  soldiery, 
scattering  promiscuous  death  through  m  defence- 
lett,  unarmed  multitude,  till  yonder  street  was 
criouioned  with  the  blood  of  its  citizens,  while  a 
tender  mother,  frantic  with  grief,  pours  forth  the 
anguish  of  her  heart  over  a  beloved  son,  now  inca- 
pable of  nny  returns  of  gratitude;  all  this  exhibits 
a  scene  which  the  distressed  heart  may  painfully 
feel,  but  which  the  tongue  cannot  express.  Let 
the  breasr,  then,  still  continue  to  beat.  These, 
my  friends,  are  virtuous,  generous  feelings,  and 
do  honor  to  humanity.  May  we  ever  retaia  them. 
—May  thia  institution,  sacred  to  the  memory  of 
our  murdered  brethren,  be  ever  carefully  pre- 
served. Yt»f  ye  ir.jurtd  shades!  we  will  still  weep 
over  you,  and  if  any  thing  can  be  more  aoothing, 

WB  WII.a  BBVaHOX  TOO. 

This  glaring  specimen  of  cruelty  roused  theciti- 
zens,  and  in  eonvincmg  colors  displayed  the  effects 
of  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace.  But  however 
our  exertions  were  then  successful,  however  the 
atorm  subsided,  it  was  but  temporary.  While  the 
scalea  of  justice  were  held  in  palsied  hands,  and 
the  most  shocking  barbarities  were  the  highest  me- 
rit, an  additional  force  only  was  necessary.  That 
arriving,  the  mask  was  thrown  off,  and  a  still  great- 
er scene  of  carnage  and  deatruction  opened  in  our 
adjacent  villages. 

But  such  proceedings,  however  alarming  at  that 
period,  were  soon  lost  in  more  dreadful  and  dis- 
tressing operations.  The  heights  of  Charlestown 
too  awfully  convinced  oa  of  the  melancholy  truth, 
and  poaterity,  whiletwith  tears  of  compassion  they 
ponder  the  transactions  of  that  day,  roust  execrate 
the  causes  vhicb  produced  them.  In  any  situation. 


You  have  kindled  into  rage,  while  he  has  set  b.>fore 
you  the  dangerous  nature  anrl  consequences  of 
standing  armies,  and  prophetically  pointed  out  te 
you  atill  greater  events  How  affecting!  that  he, 
who  could  lament  the  fate  of  others,  must  be  him- 
self deplored;  and  that  he  w!io  could  so  feelingly 
paint  the  effects  of  this  horrid  measure,  must  him- 
self fall  one  of  the  first  sacrifices  to  it. 

But  it  is  not  sufficient  to  drop  a  transient  tesr 
to  the  memory  of  departed  heroes,  or  to  pay  an  eu- 
logy to  their  characters.  The  happiness  of  such 
men  who,  after  having  expired  in  the  arms  of  liberty 
and  virtue,  are  now  sharing  the  highest  degree  of 
felicity,  cannot  be  increased  by  our  praises:  no,  my 
friends,  the  best  way  to  express  our  affections  for 
such  great  and  good  men,  is  to  rouse  and  revenge 
ihem.  To  burl  slill  fiercer  bolts  of  vengeance  on 
an  inhuman  soldiery,  who,  instead  of  affording  the 
last  honors  sacred  to  the  dead,  and  which  a  gene- 
rous enemy  will  ever   regard, after  grinning 

with  hellish  pleasure  on  the  mangled  corpse,  which 
alive  could  strike  terror  into  their  boldest  heart, 
lodged  it  in  a  promiscuous  grave;  that  since  they 
could  not  prevent  UU  name  and  reputation  being 
immortal,  his  remains  might  be  hid  forever.  O 
Britain!  thou  hast,  and  shall  still  weep  tears  of 
blood  for  this! 

Are  not  such  instances,  my  countrymen,  very 
convincing  proofs  of  the  faUl  effects  of  standing 
armies  in  time  of  peace.  In  such  a  period  they 
originated,  and  from  the  fifib  of  March,  1770, 
through  every  degree  of  vi-  Icnce  and  barbarity,  to 
the  present  d;iy,  it  is  but  one  connected  scene. 

After  such  exlubitions  of  cruelty  and  carnage, 
what  can  we  suppose  too  brutal,  loo  infamous  for 
such  an  armyr  can  we  wonder  to  see  our  houses  in 
flames,  our  altars  rased  to  the  groimd,  or  convert- 
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^  ro  »  iiueh  mor^  horrid  u^e,  tiuin  tlie  Jewish   ed  C^rthtt^euiiii.*     Lv.tJyoiiraont,  ye  fiMipr»,  not 


tempi  7  if  posBible  they  have  eren  ezepeded;  tnd 
the  armies  of  B:itain  seem  to  be  held  up  as  a 


10  the  altar  of  paganism,  and  under  the  tutelage  of 
some  unknown  deity,  but  to  the  aacred  altar  of 


standing  evidence,  how  far  the  spirit  of  tyranny  .freedom,  and  while  the  guardian  God  af  America 
and  oppression  can  operate.  is  witness  to  the  solemn  obligation,  maxb  thkk 

,„     ,     , .         u      .1     /.  ..vr  ,  *  u-  4        »>^«A«  that  they  will  never  be  friends  to  a  power, 

We  sliudder  when  the  faithful  p  ge  of  history  ^.      ^^^  ,,  «.,,.,  ... 

^         .       «    ^3  *^"®  ^^^  ^"*"  sacrificing  then-  dearest  privdrges. 
opens  to  oar  view  th^;  conduct  of  armies,  flushed:  „■  ^  .    .^    ._  ..      ,       -i-  t  .  i      *. 

.  ^    .  ,  .....  J  '^'"S:  »»» <*»cir  young  ears  the  dreadful  tale  of  mur- 

With  victory,  sacking  towns,  burning  villages,  and    1^^    -  «^-        j  «  .       .     ., 

'''  B  »  i&  6    •         jders,  rapes,  and  massacres.     Paint  to  t!ie:n  the 

perpetrating  murders,  with  all  the  other  dreadful  L^„j..^.    m*-  j-     i      j  •    l  •    j.* 

'^  ^  *  '  conduct  of  Hritmn,  as  displayed  in  her  arras  in  dif- 

concomitants.    But  if  we  look  into  the  conduct  t  r"...^..   ^„^.     •  ,  _^  ,         .,,  ...  .        . 

I'^rent  p.irts  of  America,  till  their  young  breasts 


of  the  British  army  in  the  Jertia,  and  sotpe  part 
of  the  state  of  AV«  Yurk,  we  shall  find  instances 
of  all  these  crimes,  and,  perhaps,  in  some  pUcus, 
instances  beyond  them.  To  see  the  third  city  in 
a  neighboring  state,  wantonly  consumed  by  an 
enemy  who,  not  having  spirit  or  ability  to  meet 
us  IB  the  field,  descend  to  these  little  mean  me- 
thods of  exciting  terror— to  see  the  ravages  in  the 
JertUu  A^d  ^^c  garden  of  America  thus  wantonly 
defaced — does  not  the  blood  bifat  high! — do  we 
not  press  forward  to  exterminate  such  barbarians 
from  the  face  of  the  earth!  but  to  mention  still 
greater  sce.ies  of  cruelly— does  not  the  ear  tingle, 
when  it  hears  the  shrieks  vof  helpless  virgins,  dread- 
ful victims  to  lust  and  barbarity;  while  the  grey 
bairs  and  ex prfsyive  groans  of  an  a<ed  parent,  wit- 
ness to  his  daughter's  shame,  plead  in  vain.  Can 
mny  thing  swell  this  complicated  scene  of  woe'  it 
can  receive  addition.  These  monsters  exceed  even 
the  most  barbarous  nations.  With  them  the  ashes 
of  the  dead  have  ever  been  sacred.  But  under 
the  patronage  of  a  British  tyrant  and  hia  general, 
•Bufl&ng  the  tainted  gale,  they  have  ransacked  the 
•ilent  repositories,  and  the  remains  of  one  that  was 
once  amiable  and  capiivatiug,  flung  about  as  food 
Ibr  the  birds  of  the  air.*  O  God,  where  is  thy 
vengeance!  O  virtue,  honor,  religion  humanity, 
where,  where  are  ye  fled! 

These,  my  countrymen,  are  not  the  flights  of 
faney,  not  the  dictates  of  imagination:  they  are 
solid,  though  very  aflecting  realiii^s.  Can  we  then 
wish  a  re  union  with  such  a  people?  can  we  ever 
familiarly  shake  hands  wiih  a  nat::>n  who,  leaping 
t.\tty  barrier,  are  thus  wantonly  sporting  with  our 
diitresses,  an^i  bMthing  themselves  in  the  blood  of 
our  countrymen^  may  America  never  retain  such 
mean,  dastardly  seniiinents!  for  my  own  part,  if  I 
may  be  indulged,  (  would  entreit,  \  would  conjure 
every  one,  who  as  a  parent  feels  for  the  welfare  of 
lua  posterity,  to  iiuila'e  the  example  of  the  renown- 


*l}elaunc}*6  farm. 


;i(low  with  ardor,  and  thus  e^trly  catching  the  flame 
of  patriotism,  they  may,  Uirough  life,  puraue  un- 
daunted so  glorious  an  object.  Pleased  wiih  such 
an  invocation,  the  bhades  of  our  fathers  will  re- 
joice over  their  posterity,  and  the  angels  of  love 
and  purity  will  look  down  delighted. 

No  one,  I  thiikk,  can  suppose  these  thoughts  pro* 
ceed  from  rage  or  passion.  They  are  the  cool 
dictates  of  my  heart.  I  love  my  country;  her  dis- 
tresses aflectme;  nor,  from  this  moment,  do  I  ever 
wish  a  reconciliation  with  a  power,  whose  prospe- 
rity must  be  founded  on  my  utter  destruction. 

I  have  now,  ray  countrymen,  endeavored  to 
exhibit  the  fital  effects  of  standing  armies  iu  time 
of  peaco;  not  from  abstract  reasoning,  but  at  they 
exist  in  fact,  and  now  prevail  in  our  distressed 
land.  Here  I  would  rcnark,  that  it  is  standing 
armies  in  time  nf  peace,  and  the  eoneegtuncee  thence 
resulting,  iliat  we  are  now  deprecating.  Armies, 
in  defence  of  our  country,  unjustly  iiivaded,  are 
necessary,  and  in  the  highest  sense  justifiable.  We, 
my  friends,  attacked  by  an  arbitrary  tyrant,  under 
the  sanction  of  a  force,  the  eflecis  of  Oiich,  we 
have  attempted  to  illustrate,  have  been  obliged  to 
make  the  last  fdemn  appeal.  And  I  cannot  but 
feel  a  pleasing  kind  of  transport,  when  I  sec 
America,  undaunted  by  the  many  trying  scenes  that 
have  attended  her,  tiill  baffling  the  efforts  of  t!.  • 
most  formidable  power  in  Europe,  and  exhibiting 
an  instance  unknown  in  history.  l*o  see  an  army 
of  veterans,  who  had  fpught  and  conquered  in  dif- 
ferent quarters  of  the  globe headed  by  a  gene- 
ral tutored  in  the  field  of  war,  illustrious  by  former 
victories,   and    flushed   with    rep-a*^d    sticcS'^'S, 

*\a  Hinnibal,  then  aliout  nine  yejirs  oli,  was 
soothing  with  childish  caresses  his  father,  llamil- 
cir,  to  take  him  along  with  him  to  Sp'in,  whither, 
after  finishing  the  war  in  Africa,  be  was  now  about 
to  transport  his  troops,  and  was  sacificing  for  suc- 
cess in  that  expedition,  he  was  led  by  his  father  to 
the  altar,  and  with  his  hand  on  the  victim,  was 
hound  by  this  solemn  oatli,  "that  as  soon  as  he 
.should  have  it  in  his  power,  lie  would  declare 
himself  au  enemy  to  the  Roman  people. 

Xitie^,  6.21.  ch.  1. 
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thn-air.i.ig,  w\M  mil  the  pomp  of  expression,  to 
spread  htvock,  desoUtion,  and  rum  aroand  him; 
to  see  8uch  a  soldiery  and  such  a  general,  yielding 
to  an  hardy  race  of  men,  new  to  t!ie  field  of  war; 
while  on  the  one  hand  it  ex^Us  the  character  of 
the  latter,  convincingly  proves  the  folly  of  those 
who,  u:i  Tr  ;♦  t^ncc  of  having  a  body  of  troops, 
bred  to  war,  and  ever  ready  for  action,  adopt  this 
dangerous  system,  in  subversion  of  every  principle 
of  lawful  government.  Here,  if,  after  having  de- 
pictured scenes  of  so  distressing  a  nature,  it  may 
not  :ippear  too  descending,  I  could  not  forbear 
smiling  at  the  British  general  and  his  troops  who, 
not  willing  to  reflect  on  their  4>re8ent  humiliating 
condition,  affect  the  air  of  arrogant  superiority. 
Hut  Americans  hnve  leanit  Ihem  that  men,  fight- 
ing OTi  the  principles  of  freedom  and  honor,  detf)>ise 
the  examples  that  have  been  set  them  by  an  ene- 
my; and  thmigh,  in  the  field,  they  can  brave  every 
da-iger  in  d;:fence  of  those  principles,  to  a  van* 
quished  enemy  they  kiow  how  to  be  generous;  but 
that  this- is  a  generosity  not  weak  and  unmeani.ig, 
but  founded  on  just  sentiments,  and  if  wantonly 
presu-ned  upon,  will  never  interfere  with  that  na- 
tional justice,  wiiicli  everoughs  and  lately  has  been 
properly  exerted 


But  while,  with  the  warmest  gratitude  to  heaven, 
we  v\rw  our  late  successes,  and  are  at  a  loss  to  ex- 
press our  acknowledgment  to  the  illustrious  hero, 
whowastlie  instrument,  and  whose  name  to  remotest 
ages  will  be  ever  dear  to  these  New  England  staies, 
let  us  not  f  >rget  our  situation.  There  is  an  army, 
and  a  very  powerful  one,  siill  existing  in  the  heart 
of  America.  Methinks  the  reputation  of  past 
successes  should  animate  every  inhabitant  of  Ame- 
rica to  fly  to  arms;  and  by  one  general  exertion  j 
utterly  expel  tliis  last,  this  only  remaining  power 
of  Great  Britain  on  the  continent.  Ye,  to  whom 
the  s:icrcd,  the  important  system  of  government 
IS  committed — ye  men  of  sense  and  virtue-^ye 
]>dtriots,  who  feel  an  affection  for  your  country 
and  posterity,  let  me  conjure  you  to  seize  the  pre- 
aent  opportuaity,  happier  tlian  we  could  ever  have 
expected,  and  whicli  once  omitted  may  never  be 
Sixain  in  our  power. 

f  would  not  pretend  to  insinu&te,  that  this  is  the 
onlu  point  which  ought  to  be  under  immediate  con- 
bUcration,  by  a  wise  people  or  their  deU^atej.  But 
this  I  will  venture  to  aflBrm,  that  unless  this  is  the 
ffoverninff  tentiment,  in  every  deliberation,  every 
other  thing  is  superfluous.  Let  tu  then  rise  su- 
perior to  every  private  local  attachment.  As  we 
are  embarked  on  one  broad  bottom  of  universal 


freedom,  let  us  attend  to  this  most  pressiig  oc- 
casion; an  occasion  providentially  off*ered  for  future 
security  and  happiness  II  a  royal  army,  though 
weak  in  ita  number,  can  thus  insult  us  unpunished, 
the  most  slender  imagination  can  easily  foresee  what 
must  be  the  effects  of  a  still  greater  force.  I  wish 
that  the  present  generation,  I  wish  that  posterity 
may  not  feelingly  reproach  oiir  inactivity. 

Shall  the  frequent  calls  of  our  xxaltbd  osvxnAi, 
who  seems  to  have  been  raised  up  by  heaven,  to 
show  to  what  an  height  humanity  may  soar;  who 
generously  sacrificing  affluence  and  domestic  ease, 
wishes  to  share  with  you  in  every  danger  and  Ois- 
ircss,  shall  his  frequent  calls  be  in  vain?  remember, 
my  countrymen,  the  eyes  of  the  good  and  great,  in 
every  clime,  are  upon  the  present  contest.  Li- 
berty, disgusted  at  scenes  of  cruelty  and  oppres- 
sion, has  left  her  ancient  altars,  and  is  now  hover- 
ing to  fix  her  last  residence  in  Americs.  Our  exer- 
tions have  hitherto  been  great  and  successful.  Let 
not  the  ashes  of  WAnaEir,  Mostgumert,  and  the 
illustrious  roll  of  heroes,  who  died  for  freedom, 
reproach  our  inactivity  and  want  of  spirit,  in  not 
compUti'tg  this  grand  superstructure;  the  pillars 
of  which  have  been  cemented  with  the  richest 
blood  of  America.  May  that  same  ardor,  which 
ha«  rendered  America  famous,  still  continue,  and 
looking  forward  to  tliose  happy  days  of  liberty  and 
peace,  which  our  posterity  shall  enjoy,  let  us  exult 
at  the  thought,  that  future  generations,  while  they 
reap  the  glorious  fruits  of  our  struggles,  will  rise 
up  and  call  us  blessed. 


OKATIOV  DBLTVSHED  at  BOfTOir,  MARCH  5, 1779, 

BY  WILUA\f  TUDOR.  ESQ. 


-Stil  et  ilia  propaf[fo 
Contemptra  loperum  vevaque  avidi^sinoa  cxiit 
£t  violenta  fuit.  Ov.  M.  L.  /.  F.  B. 

Whatever  secondary  props  may  rise 
Vrom  po'itic*t  to  budd  the  public  peece. 
The  basis  is,  the  mannert  of  the  land. — Youxo. 

FeUheri,   countrymen,  friends — "That  man    was 
born  to  delude  and  be  deluded;  to  believe  what- 
ever is  taught,  and  bear  whatsoever  is  imposed," 
are  political  dogmas  which  have  long  Aff'arded 
matter  for  exultation  and  security  to  dignified 
villains,  from  the  sceptered  tyrant,  to  the  m'eanest 
minion  of  power.     But  however  confirmed  they 
may  have  been  by  the  passive  conduct  of   the 
greatest  part  of  mankind,  you,  my  fellow^citizens, 
thank  Goo,  you  are  an  exception  to  their  truth. 
The  numerous,  the  respectable  assembly   which 
now  croud  this  hallowed  temple,  are  an  exalted 
exception  to  maxims  as  disgraceful  as  they  are 
general.    Ever  vigilantly  attentive  to  tlie  sacred, 
unalienable  rights  of  man;  equally  studious  in  the 
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gioriou»  prnri*  les  of  libpny,  as  in.rtpidly  <*e- 
tcroined  to  preserve  invioUtc  the  inesvim^ble 
previle^es  ihe  bestow*;  you  are  now  convened. 
not  merely  to  commemorate  this  anniverstry,  bu' 
solemnly  to  renew  the  resolves^  which  freedom, 
wisdom,  virtue,  honor  inspire:  and  not  barely  io 
resolve,  but  I  trust,  steadily  to  pursue  the  esecti 
tion  of  resolutions  which  have  resulted  from 
ddibermte  investigation  and  full  conviction. 

To  so  intelligent,  so  well  informed  an  auditory, 
it  Bust  be  unnecessary  to  deduce  the  origin  of  civil 
society,  which,  founded  in  reciprocal  advantage, 
and  springing  from  social  virtue,  on  the  combined 
secessities  and  wssistance  of  individuals,  built  the 
general  happiness— -a  happiness  thus  instituted, 
nothing  but  public  spirit,  and  a  union  offeree  and 
of  council  can  preserve:  I  must  therefore  request 
jrour  indulgence,  whilst  I  rather  point  out  those 
evils  which  the  concurrent  experience  of  ages  and 
Bstions  prove  to  be  subversive  of  every  g  >od  pro- 
posed from  civil  compact.  Little  solicitou;!  of 
rbetorical  applause,  I  shall  offer  you  my  sentiments 
M  they  arise  warm  from  a  heart  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  this  my  parent  country,  in  language 
that  becomes  a  freeman  to  use  when  addressing  a 
free  assembly. 

Similar  causes  will  forever  operate  like  effects, 
ia  the  political,  moral,  and  physical  world:  those 
▼ices  which  ruined  the  illustrious  republics  of 
Greece,  and  the  mighty  commonwealth  of  Rome, 
and  which  are  now  ruining  Great  Brirnin,  <io  late 


'>u  'suits,  and  tie  gratification  of  voluptuous  uishes, 
a  ready  sacrifice  is  mtde  of  the  general  good  at 
*hc  shrine  )f  p3wer.  Then  slumbers  that  virtuous 
j  .iilouny  of  public  men  and  public  measures,  which 
\VAs  wont  to  scrutinize  not  only  actions  bu<  mid- 
lives: then  nods  that  active  zeal,  which,  with  eagle 
eve  watched,  and  with  nervous  arm  defended  the 
.:onstiiution.  Every  day  new  inroads  are  made 
upon  public  liberty,  while  encroachments,  like 
:emptation8,  grow  more  frequent  and  more  dan- 
gerous  in  proportion  as  the  power  of  resistance 
<lecre>8es.  Thws,  before  a  nation  is  completely 
deprived  of  freedjm,  she  must  be  fitted  for  slavery 
by  her  vices. 

Generally,  but  not  always,  for  we  have  known  s 
people  ruled  by  a  det^pot,  who,  fro;n  a  private 
station,  rose  to  unconiroled  dominion,  at  a  time 
when  they  were  sternly  virtuous.  And  this  mode 
«>f  iniro'lucing  bondage  is  ever  to  be  apprehended 
at  the  close  of  a  successful  struggle  for  liberty, 
when  a  triumphant  army,  elated  with  victories, 
and  headed  by  a  popular  general,  may  become 
more  formidable  than  the  tyrant  that  has  been 
expelled.  Witness  the  last  century  in  the  English 
histor;!  witness  the  aspiring  Choxwell! 

This  audacious  citizen,  entrusted  by  his  country 
with  the  command  of  her  armies,  to  chastise  the 
man  whom  previous  folly*  had  enthroned,  and  who 
soon  presumed  to  treat  his  subjecttt,  as  all  kings 
are  wont  to  do,  with  contempt  and  injury,  had  no 
sooner  despatched  the  foolish,  imperious  monarch. 


torn  every  state,  where  their  deleterious  influence 
ri»  suffered  to  prevail.  Need  I  add  that  luxury, 
I  corruption,  and  standing  armies  are  those  destruc- 
\  tive  efficients? 

Lttzuiy,  no  sooner  finds  admittance  into  a  state 
than  she  becomes  the  parent  of  innumer.ibte  evils, 
public  and  domestic;  her  contagious  influence  is 
soon  felt  in  society,  and  her  baneful  effects  dis- 
covered by  a  general  dissipation  of  manners,  and  a 
declensionof  private  virtue,  which  begets  effeminate 
habits,  and  by  a  natural  gradation,  a  base  pliability 
of  spirit. 

Luxury  is  ever  the  foe  of  independence,  for  at 
the  same  time  that  it  creates  artificial  wants  it 
precludes  the  meaas  of  satisfying  them.  It  first 
makes  men  necessitous,  and  then  dependent.  Ii 
fin^  imfits  men  for  patriotic  energies,  and  soon 
teaches  them  to  consider  public  virtue  as  a  public 
jut. 

At  such  a  period,  corruption  finds  an  easy  access 
10  sen's  hearts.    To  the  promotion  of  interested 


the  first  kingdom  of  Europe,  must  eventually  over  {than  he  attempted  to  succeed  him:  with  a  little 

management,  he  soon  found  his  army  as  disposed 
to  rcf^-i/y  him,  as  they  had  oecn  to  depose  Charles. 
With  these  mercenary  associates  at  his  heels,  he 
appeared  in  the  synod  of  the  state,  and  dared  with 
force  displace  the  most  glorious  band  of  patriots 
that  ever  led  a  tyrant  from  his  throne  to  a  scaffold. 
Not  content  with  this  enormous  outrage  upon  the 
constitution,  this  annihilating  stroke  upon  the 
tottering  liberties  of  his  country,  for  a  time  to 
keep  up  the  form  of  a  popular  government  and  to 
bring  parliament  into  contempt,  he  convened  ai» 
houneof  comm>n4,  constiiuted  entirely  of  his  own 
creatures.  They  met,  and  in  a  few  months  dis- 
covered that  they  were  utterly  un'^tiMal  to  the  posts 


•If  a  man  in  private  life  finds  his  oldest  son  an 
ifleot  or  a  rascal,  he  may  dispose  of  )iis  estate  among 
his  other  children:  but  if  the  heir  apparent  (in 
hereditary  monarchies)  to  a  crown,  an  inheritance 
in  which  millions  hth  i  itercstcd,  tums  to  be  a  blocL- 
h-ad  or  a  villain,  sMli  he  must  be  t'  e  kin^,  because 
such  i^  the  line  of  sucession  estaSHsheil  by  law.— 
Hence  the  few  princes  who  have  not  hem  either 
the  scourge  or  disgrace  of  the  kingdoms  thev  haw 
ruled. 
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they  were  raised  to,  they  therefore  petitioned  their 
IBttter  to  diaioWe  them.  Croinwell  panted  their 
request,  and  bec«niesole  tyrant  of  three  kingdons. 
Tyrant^for  of  what  con9ec|(ience  is  it  by  what  style 
or  under  what  modification  despotism  operates  to 
the  public  wronj; — dictator,  king,  protectar,  it  is 
not  the  appelUtion  we  reprobate,  though  even  that 
ire  should  guard  against,  but  the  thing.  Who  but 
must  own  that  Cromwell,  under  the  name  of  pro 
tector,  was  ts  absolute  a  despot,  as  he  coulH  have 
l»een  with  any  other  title? 

Thf  first  Cesar  affords  us  another  instance  among 
the  thousands  which  history  hoi  Is  up  to  our  view, 
to  teach  us  what  bold  and  unprincipled  spirits  have 
effected  by  the  ud  of  irmiies.  This  ambitious  sub- 
ject, having  been  for  several  years  engaged  in  the 
humane,  the  9^lAerly  employment,  of  slaughtering 
bis  felloMT-men,  and  in  ezten.ling  his  conquest-. 
over  countries  which  he  had  not  even  a  pretence 
to  invade;  -his  Cxsar,  who  boasted  that  he  had 
slain  a  miilion  of  men,*  was  at  length  ordered 


Rut  why  do  I  keep  your  attention  fixed  cm  remote 
transactbns?  our  own  times  ftimish  additionml  and 
convincing  proofs  of  the  destructive  consequeoeet 
of  political  corruption,  and  mercenary  armies. 

Sweden,  the  bravest,  hardiest,  freest  nation  of 
the  north— Sweden,  in  one  hour,  was  plunged  from 
the  distinguished  heights  of  liberty  into  abject 
vassalage.  What  ties  can  bind  a  king'  scarce  had 
GUSTAVI7S  the  third  ascended  the  throne  of  limited 
monarchy;  scarce  had  the  vooh  of  the  senate  house 
ceased  to  reverberate  the  insidious  accents  of  his 
inauguration  speech,*  whilst  yet  the  venerable  repre* 

*Thi8  speech  is  inserted  at  Urge,  not  only  be- 
cause it  is  fraught  with  excellent  advice,  but  also 
to  sheMf  hovtr  little  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  on 
coro  -ation  speeches. 

Ttie  king  of  SMreden's  speech  to  the  states  on  tlie 
1st  of  June,  1772, 

*nrou  are  this  day  assembled,  in  order  to  confirm 
in  the  manner  of  your  ancestors,  the  bind  of  union 
which  ties  you  to  me,  and  me  to  you,  and  both  to 
the  whole  commonwealth;  we  must  therefore  re- 


member, with  the  most  sensible  gratitude,  the 
liome  by  the  senate  to  answer  to  some  charges  i  benevolence  of  the  Almighty,  who  has  ordered 

against  his  conduct   He  knew  that  at  such  an  inter.  I  i*»''nP«  »«•  ♦»>*^  ^y'\  "^^  ^*^?«*;^  kingdom  of  the 
,       ..  ,*.j.^.^.t.  ,  ..    ;  Swedes  and  Gaths  IS  still  exwiinif,  after  so  many 

view  his  sword  would  be  his  ablest  advocate.    He  foreign,  as  well  as  national  shocks,  and  that  I.  in 

the  throne  of  my  a  icestors,  can  yet  address  flree 
and  independent  states. 

Assured  of  your  hearts,  most  sincerely  propos> 
-  ,         ,        ,  *"?  *®  merit  them,  and  to  fix  my  throne  upon  your 

impiously  trampled  on  her  dearest  rights;  and  •  lovc  and  felicity,  the  public  engage ;nent  which  you 

seized  on  empire  crimsoned,  execrable  parricide*  are  going  to  enter  into,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 

crimsoned  with  the  richest  blood  of  ttome's  best !  "J^^^^f*'  if  anci.ni  custom  and  the  law  of  Sweden 

did  not  require  it  of  you.     U  happy  the  king  who 
wants  the  tie  of  oaths  to  secure  himself  on  the 


therefore  led  his  veteran  legions,  **notMn^  hth^" 
against  his  counlr)^  passed  the  Rubicon;  fought 
bis  way  to  Rome;  plunged  a  dagger  in  her  vitals; 


citizens! 

Too  latethe  patriot  poignard  reached  the  traitor's 
heart.  Cxsar  fell — alas!  the  republic  had  fallen 
before.  K>me  changed  her  governors,  but  the 
tyranny  remained.  The  same  army  that  had  enabled 
Julius  to  triumph  over  the  liberties  of  his  country, 
led  the  cars  of  Octavius,  Antuoxt  and  Lcriuus, 
through  seas  of  Roman  blood,  and  bad  the  cursed 
triumvirate  divide  an  enslaved  world! 

If  Rome  could  have  been  saved,  Brutus  and  his 
virtuous  associates  would  have  saved  her;  but  a 
standing  army,  and  a  perpetual  dictator,  were,  and 
ever  will,  prove  too  hard  for  the  patriotic  few. 
ItCarn  hence,  my  countrymen,  that  a  state  may 


throne,  and  who,  not  assured  of  t!ie  hearts  of  his 
subjects,  is  constrniued  to  reign  only  by  the  force 
of  laws,  when  he  cannot  by  the  love  of  his  aubjects! 
I  need  'lOt  put  you  in  mind  of  the  weightiness  of 
the  engagement  you  are  going  to  take;  the  states  of 
Sweden  know  best  the  extreme  of  their  duty  to 
tiiemselves  and  the  commonwealth;  may  concord 
and  harmony  ever  unite  your  hearts;  may  foreign 
vieu  s  and  private  gain  ever  be  sacrificed  to  public 
interest;  may  this  alone  be  a  perpetU4l  bond  of 
anii/n  amongst  you;  and  may  the  ambition  of  any 
part  of  you,  never  raise  any  such  disturbances  as 
may  endanger  the  freedom  and  independency  of 
t!ie  w  lole  C(}mmonwe:(lth! 

Gentlemen  of  the  hou9e  ofnoblet^ 
Preserve  alwnys  the  honor  and  intrepidity  of 
your  ancestors;  be  an  example  to  your  fellow-ciii* 
zens;  and,  as  you  are  the  first  order  of  the  king- 
sink  so  low  in  slavery  that  even  virtue  its* -T  can-i  ^om,  be  also  the  first  in  virtue  and  love  of  your 

not  retrieve  her.     From  these  exami^les,  prudence  """"'''Zl'^d  men  oftU  reverend  order  0/  clergy, 
dictates— re<f«<  beginningt,     A  free  and  wise  peo-       May  mutual  fri*-Mi<J»hip  and  peace,  obedience  to 


pie  will  never  suffer  any  citizen  to  become  too 
popular — much  leas  too  powerful.  A  roan  may  be 
formidable  to  the  constitution  even  bv  his  virtues 


*  Plutarch  says  tiiat  Czsar  could  boast,  that  he 
had  slain  a  million  of  men,  gave  a  miilion  their  li- 
berty, and  made  a  million  prisoners. 

Vid,  Phit.  in  vi!.  Catar. 


the  laws,  reverence  to  God  and  the  king,  bc«r 
witness  to  me  and  the  country,  of  your  z  'al  in  the 
execution  of  the  sacred  oilice,  wiih  which  you  are 
entrusted! 

Giiod  men  of  the  respectable  order  of  bnrghert. 

Strive  always  with  your  fellow-subjects  wiio  shall 

contribute  the  most  to  the  public  good;  may  the 

fruits  of  the  extensive  share  which  belongs  to  you, 

I  be  general  credit  and  oonfidence,  useful  institu* 
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aenUtnret  of  their  coantry  were  fondly  anticipn*- 
M^  the  blessings  that  would  arise  from  the  reign 
of  so  wise,  so  gracious  a  king—The  unblushing 
parricide  surrounded,  with  an  armed  host,  the 
temple  in  which  the  senate  was  a«seaibled,  planted 
Us  cannon  against  the  gates,  and  with  the  swords 
of  hit  guards  at  the  throats  of  the  senators,  demand  ■ 
€d  immediate  absolution  from  his  coronation  oath, 
hy  whidi  he  had  most  sacredly  bound  himself  to  pre 
•enre  inviolate  the  laws  and  liberties  of  i.he  Swedes! 
astonishing  that  a  strippling,  whofie  language 
breathed  the  glowing  sentiments  of  enthusiastic 
generosity,  so  nata'*al  to  youth,  could,  with  such 
ficility,  set  at  defiance  all  that  is  held  sacred, 
honorable,  and  obli;?atory  among  men!  but  the  lust 
of  dominAtion,  so  natural  to  human  nature,  will 
ever  prove  too  hard  for  the  checks  of  conscience 
mnd  the  dictates  of  right,  when  a  favorable  op- 
portimity  presents  to  graiify  it.  G'lstavus,  know- 
^g  tha*  the  army  were  ready  to  assist  his  iniquitcmi 
dcsigiM  (as  all  standing  armies  are  to  promote 
despotism,  because  under  such  a  system  of  rule, 
Boldiert  most  be  necessary  and  consequently  favor 
ed)  the  barriers  raised  by  justice  and  his  plighted 
fidth  to  Sweden,  became  sligut  indeed.  Force 
backed  inclination,  and  Oustavus  changed  cireum- 
acribed  authority,  for  unconfined  sovereignty.* 

Let  us  now  turn  our  eyes  to  that  nation  whom 
we  once  did  love,  and  with  whom  we  had  yet  been 
IKends,  had  not  an  unparallele  1  series  of  folly  and 
cmelty,  compelled  us  to  renounce  the  pleasing 
xelatvwtthip.  A  short  retrospect  of  whose  public 
CDoduet*  snbsequeot  to  the  last  war,  will  afford 
■taj  and  important  instructions. 

b  1763  peace  wa«  restored  after  a  war  of  seven 
'jrcHTB,  successfully  waged  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe.  At  that  period  what  an  unrivalled  figure 
did  G«'eat  Britain  s^and  amongst  the  nations!  great 
beyond  all  former  example,  in  arms,  in  commerce 


tions,  frugal  living,  and  moderate  gain,  which  lead 
to  sure  and  certain  wealth . 

G9od  men  of  the  worthif  order  ofpea9antt. 

May  piety,  diligence,  temperance,  and  old  Swed 
ish  faith  and  modesty,  be  the  strongest  contirma 
tioa  of  the  honor  always  due  to  that  order  wiiicfi 
gives  subsistence  to  all  the  others;  an  honor  which 
the  Swedish  peasants  hsve  at  all  times  attained. 

This  \k  all  1  aiik  of  you,  when  you  observe  this, 
you  perform  in  the  best  manner,  that  duty  to  mr, 
and  your  country,  '«hich,  according  to  the  Swedish 
laws,  I  now  call  upon  you  to  confirm  by  oath." 

'For  an  historical  accountof  this  revolution,  vid. 
Gentleman's  Magjzme  f jr  1772,  page  397,  &c.  Fur 
the  Swedish  constitution,  vid.  the  abbot  Vvrtot. 

For  a  complete  system  of  despotism,  see  the 
lex  regis  of  Denmark,  constituted  by  Frederick  3d, 
in  1665,  and  puUiibed  by  Christian  5tb,  in  1683. 


and  in  wealth.  Not  a  comer  of  the  earth  but  had 
witnessed  her  achievements.  Wheresoever  she 
directed  her  armies,  victory  and  conquest  attend* 
ed;  whilst  her  irresistible  navy,  thundering  over 
every  ocean,  not  only  subdued,  but  annihilated  the 
fleets  of  her  enemies. 

Triumphant  in  war,  not  less  distinguished  in 
peace.  In  many  of  the  polite,  in  most  of  the  use- 
ful arts  and  sciences,  superior  to  her  neij^hbors. 
la  commerce  unequalled;  not  a  sea  but  bore,  not  a 
wind  but  wafted  her  countless  ships,  laden  with 
the  riches  of  the  earth,  and  made  her  crowded 
ports  the  marts  of  the  world.  Late  glorious  na- 
tion, how  art  thou  fallen,  bow  lost!  firom  so  envied, 
so  stupendous  an  height,  by  the  perverted  will  of 
thy  infatuated  monarch,  and  the  pernicious  coun- 
sels of  his  nefarious  ministers.  Driven  to  the 
fearful  edge  of  ruin,  we  now  behold  thee  tottering 
o'er  the  gulph  of  annihilation,  whilst  France  and 
her  allies  urge  thee  over  the  irremediable  steep! 

When  we  consider  the  capital  defects  in  the 
English  constitution— the  character  of  her  present 
weak  and  ambitious  monarch — ^the  luxury,  dissipa- 
tion and  venality  of  her  influential  men,  we  shall 
cease  to  wonder  at  her  declension  aiid  present  cir- 
cumstances. 

In  a  limited  monarchy,  where  the  prince,  as  su- 
preme executive  magistrate,  and  first  branch  of  the 
legislature,  is  invested  with  the  important  prero* 
gative  of  making  peace  and  war,  is  constituted  the 
sole  fotintain  of  honor,  and  becomes  the  exclusive 
disposer  of  every  lucrative  and  honorable  appoint- 
ment, civil,  ecclesisstic,  and  military,  his  influence 
becomes  too  enormous  to  be  compatible  with  the 
public  liberty:  but  if  to  such  extravagant  powers 
(by  a  fatal  error  in  the  constitution,  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  prince)  he  should  superadd  a  detesta- 
ble system  of  corruption  to  bribe  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  (a  system  whicli,  during  the 
•^eign  of  his  present  Britannic  majesty,  hath  been 
urged  to  its  utmost  possible  extent)  the  wovst 
species  of  vassalage  must  ensue.  That  equipoise 
betNveen  the  respective  branches  of  the  legislature 
(in  which  the  seeming  theoretic  excellence  of  the 
English  constitution  consists)  will  be  totally  de- 
stroyed; the  executive  will  involve  the  powers  of 
the  legihlative,  and  wliilst  the  letter  and  formali- 
ties  of  the  constitution  are  retained,  its  spirit  and 
intendment  will  be  totally  lost.  An  abeolutely  arhi' 
trary,  with  the  forms  of  a  free  government  (that 
worst  and  surest  of  all  tyrannies)  will  gradually 
succeed,  and  be  finally  established,  unless  a  total 
revolution  is  happily  effected  by  timely  exertions 
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comet  imperceptibly  constiited  to.  Thus  doubly  (adherence  to  the  spirit  of  thetr  conittitutioD,  and 
armed,  together  they  pursue  their  morning-  route  jto  those  g^lorious  principles  from  which  that  spirit 
to  satisfy  those  demands  on»)  which  nature  reminds  jbriginated,  we  find  them  attaining  real  glory — we 


tb^m  of,  and  while  the  ingenuity  of  the  one  i« 
exercised  to  ensnare,  the  strength  of  the  other  is, 
perhaps,  employed  to  subdue  their  vigorous  op- 
ponent. 

Their  little  family  soon  increases;  and  as  their 
soci?.l  ring  becomes  gradually  enlarged,  their 
obligations  to  each  other  are  equally  circular. 
Hofiest  industry  early  teaches  them,  that  a  part 
only  is  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  whole,  and  that 
a  portion  oft*  ir  time  may  be  spared  to  cull  the 
conveiueirces  as  well  as  appease  the  wants  of  nature. 
Property  and  personal  security  appear  to  be  amoifg 
the  firs  I  objects  of  their  attention^  and  acknow- 
ledged  merit  receives  the  unanimous  suffrage  to 
preside  guardian  over  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
their  infant  society.  The  advantages  derived  are 
in  a  moment  experienced.  Their  little  policy, 
erected  upon  tbe  broad  basis  of  equality,  they 
know  of  no  superiority  but  that  which  virtue  and 
the  love  of  the  whole  demands;  and  while,  with 
cheerfulness,  they  entrust  to  bis  care  a  certaif)  part 
of  their  natural  r^hts,  to  secure  the  remsinder, 
the  agreement  is  mutual,  and  the  obligation  upon 
bis  part  equally  solemn  and  binding  to  reaign  them 
back,  either  at  the  instance  and  request  of  their 
sovereign  pleasure,  or  whensoever  the  end  should 
be  perverted  for  which  he  received  them. 

Integrity  of  heart,  benevolence  of  disposition,  the 
love  of  freedom  and  public  spirit,  are  conspicuous 
excellencies  in  this  select  neighborhood.  Lawless 
ambition  is  without  a  friend,  and  the  insinuating 
professional  pleas  of  tyrants,  ever  accompanied  bv 
the  magnificence  and  splendor  of  luxiu>y,*   are 


find  them  crowned  with  every  blessing  that  human 
nature  hath  ever  known  of— we  ,find  tbem  In  the 
possession  of  that  summit  of  solid  happiness  that 
universal  depravity  will  admit  of. 

Patriotism  is  essential  to  tbe  preservation  and 
well  being  of  every  free  government.  To  love 
one's  country*  has  ever  been  esteemed  honorablei 
and  under  the  influence  of  this  noble  passion,  every 
social  virtue  is  cultivated,  freedom  prevails  through 
the  whole,  and  the  public  good  is  the  object  of 
every  one's  eoncem.  A  constitution,  built  upon 
such  principles,  and  put  in  execution  by  mea 
possessed  with  the  love  of  virtue  and  thehr  fellow- 
men,  must  always  insure  happiness  to  its  members. 
The  industry  of  the  citizen  will  receive  encourage- 
ment and  magnanimity;  heroism  and  benevolence 
will  he  esteemed  the  admired  qualifications  of  the 
age.  Every,  the  least  invasion  on  the  public  liberty, 
is  considered  as  an  infringement  on  that  of  the  sub- 
jecti  and  feeling  himself  roused  at  the  appearance 
of  oppression,  with  a  divine  enthusiasm,  be  flies  to 
obey  the  summons  of  bis  country,  and  does  she 
but  request,  with  zeal  he  resigns  the, life  of  the 
individual  for  the  preservation  of  the  whole. 

Without  some  portion  of  this  generous  princi- 
ple, anarchy  and  confusion  would  immediately 
ensue,  the  jarring  interests  of  hidi^duals,  regard- 
ing themselves  only,  and  indifferent  to  the  well^re 
of  others,  would  still  further  heighten  the  dis- 
tressing scene,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the 
selfish  passions,  it  would  end  in  the  ruin  and 
subversion  of  the  state.  But  where  patriotism  is 
the  leading  principle,  unanimity  is  conspicuous  in 


unheard  of  among  them;  but  simple  in  their  man- 
ners, and  honest  in  their  intentions,  their  regula- 
tions are  but  few  and  those  expressive,  and  with- 
out the  aid  of  extreme  refinement,!  by  a  universal 

-■ —  — 

*A  mode  of  living  above  a  man's  annual  income 
weakens  the  state,  by  reducing  to  po%erty  not  only 
the  squanderers  themselves,  but  many  Innocent  and 
iiidudirfous  persons  connected  with  them.  Luxury 
is  above  all  pernicious  in  a  eommercial  state.  Shall 
profits  satisfy  the  frugal  and  industrious,  but  the 
bixuriouH  despise  almost  every  branch  of  trade  but 
what  returns  great  profiu. 

Hornet  kUt.  •fman^  p,  113,  vol.  2. 

In  the  savage  state  man  is  almost  all  body  with 
a  very  small  proportion  of  mind.  In  the  maiurity 
of  civil  society,  be  is  complete  boUi  in  mind  and 
body.  In  a  staU  of  degeneracy  by  luxury  and 
voluptuousness,  he  has  neither  mind  nor  body. 

Jd.  114. 

fTbere  are  very  few  laws  which  are  not  good 
while  the  sute  retains  its  principles. 

Mitactq,  6.  8.  6. 12. 


I  public  and  private  councils.  The  constitution 
receives  for  its  stability  the  united  efforts  of  every 
individual,  and  revered  for  its  justice,  admired  for 
its  principle,  and  formidable  for  its  strength,  its 
fiime  reaches  to  the  skies. 

Should  we  look  into  the  history  of  the  ancient 
republics,  we  shall  find  them  a  striking  example 
of  what  I  have  asserted,  and  in  no  part  of  their 
progress  to  greatness,  producing  so  many  illustri- 
oiu  aetions,  and  advancing  so  rapidly  in  the  road 
to  glory,  as  when  actuated  by  public  spirit  snd  the 
love  of  their  countr>.    The  Greeks  in  partieular 


*rhe  amor  patrix,  or  patriotisu .,  stands  at  the 
head  of  social  affections,  and  so  high  in  our  esteem, 
that  no  actions,  but  what  proceed  from  it,  are 
termed  grand  or  heroic.  It  triumphs  over  every 
selfish  motive,  is  a  firm  support  to  every  virtue, 
and  wherever  it  prevails  the  morals  of  the  people 
are  fotmd  to  be  pttre  and  correct. 

Ekmenn  •f  Critidtm. 


1 

I 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


4S 


ever  held  such  sentimenU  as  these  in  the  highest 
▼CDeratioiiy  mnd  vith  such  sentiments  as  these  slone 
ther  esublished  their  freedom,  and  finally  con- 
quered the  innumerable  armies  of  the  east. 

When  Xerxes/  the  ambitious  prince  of  Persia, 
T«nly  thinking  that  nature  and  the  very  elements 
were  subject  to  his  control,  inflamed  with  the 
tlioughts  of  CO  tquest,  threatning  the  seas,  should 
they  resist,  with  his  displeasure,  and  the  moun- 
tain,  shcMild  they  oppoie  his  progress:  when,  after 
liaTing  collected  the  armies  of  the  then  known 
world  under  his  banners,  he  entered  'the  bowels  of 
Greece^  leading  forth  his  millions,  resolutely  bent 
upon  the  destruction  and  extirpation  of  this  small 
but  free  people,  what  do  we  perceive  to  be  their 
conduct  upon  so  alarming  an  occasion?  do  they 
tamely  submit  without  a  struggle?  do  they  abandon 
tbtir  property,  their  liberties,  and  their  country, 
to  the  fury  of  these  merciless  invaders?  do  they 
meanly  supplicate  the  favor,  or  intreat  the  humani- 
ty of  this  lunghty  prince?  no!  sensible  of  the  jus- 
tice of  their  cause,  and  that  valor  is  oftentimes 
superior  to  numbers;  undaunted  by  the  appearance 
of  this  innumerable  host,  and  fired  with  the  glo 
ricms  seal,  they,  with  one  voice,  resolve  to  estab- 
lish  their  liberties,  or  perish  in  the  attempt. 

View  Ihem  at  the  moment  when  the  armies  of 
their  encsaies,  like  an  inundation,  over  spread  their 
vjiale  Grecian  territory;  when  oppression  seemed 
as  though  collecting  its  mighty  force,  and  liberty 
Uyfeitcred  at  the  shrine  of  ambition;  then  shone 
firth  the  heavenly  principle,  then  flamed  the  spirit 
of  the  patriot,  and  laying  aside  all  sentiments  of 
jealouBy,  as  though  favored  with  the  prophetic 
wisdom  of  heaven,  with  bravery  unexampled,  they 
charge  their  foe,  and  fighting  in  defence  of  their 
eouDtryt  success  crowns  the  virtuous  attempt. 
With  three  hundred  Lacedemonians,!  one  only  of 
whom  was  left  to  tell  the  fate  of  these  intrepid 
men  to  their  weeping  country,  they  conquered  the 
eombined  force  of  the  whole  eastern  world. 
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jThese  brave  Lacedemonians  thought  it  become 
them  who  were  the  choicest  soldiers  of  the  chief 
people  of  Greece,  to  devote  themselves  to  certain 
death,  in  order  to  make  the  Persian^  sensible  how 
difficult  it  is  10  reduce  freemen  to  slavery,  and  to 
teach  the  rest  of  Greece,  by  their  example,  eitlier 
to  vanquish  or  to  perish.  A  monument  w»s  »fitr 
wards  erected  to  the  memory  of  Leonidas  and  those 
who  fell  with  him  at  Thermopyiac;  upon  which  wa& 
this  inscription: 

Die  botpei,  9|Nutn*.  net  te  hie  viiliffe  Jacent«4 
Dual,  luinis  ^ri«  (cgibui  obM:(iiiiffiur.^if^<"' 


If^'/flJirf,*  after  a  contest  of  forty  years,  in  which 
they  withstood  the  exertions  of  their  powerftil 
neighbors,  being  established  by  the  force  of  this 
single  principle,  which  appears  to  prevail  both  in 
the  senate  and  the  field,,  might  also  be  adduced  in 
support  of  what  I  have  advanced;  but,  my  fellow, 
countrymen,  we  cannot  want  additional  proofs;  the 
living  history  of  our  own  times,  will  carry  convic- 
tion to  the  Utes^  posterity,  that  no  state,  that  no 
community,  I  may  say  that  no  family,  nay  even  that 
no  individual  can  possibly  flourish  and  be  happy, 
without  some  portion  of  this  sacred  fitt.  It  was 
this  that  raised  America  from  beings  the  haunt  of 
the  savage,  and  the  dwelling-place  of  the  beast, 
lo  lier  present  state  of  r- vilizition  and  opulence: 
it  was  this  that  hath  supported  her  under  the 
severest  trials:  it  was  this  that  taught  her  sons  to 
fight,  to  coriquer  and  to  die  in  support  of  freedom 
and  i  s  blessing^;  and  what  is  it,  but  this  ardent 
love  of  liberty,  that  has  induced  you  my,  fellow- 
citizens,  to  attei>d  on  this  solemn  occasion,  asj'ain 
to  encourage  the  streams  of  sensibility,  and  to 
listen  with  so  much  attention  and  candor  to  one 
of  the  youngest  of  your  fellaw»citizens,  whose 
youth  and  inability  plead  powerfully  against  him, 
while  the  annual  tribute  ia  paid  to  the  memory  of 
those  depirted  citizens,  who  fell  the  first  sacrifices 
to  arbitrary  power.  Check  not  such  generous 
feelings.  They  are  the  fruits  of  virtue  and  hu- 
manity, and  while  the  obligations  you  remain  un- 
der to  those  unhappy  men,  lead  you  to  shed  the 
sympathetic  tear,  to  dwell  with  pleasure  upon 
their  memories,  and  execrate  the  causes  of  their 
death,  remember  that  you  can  never  repay  them. 
Ever  bear  it  in  your  minds,  that  so  implicit  was 
the  confidence  you  willingly  placed  in  that  coun* 
try,  that  owed  to  you  her  affection,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  introduction  of  that  inhuman  weapon 
of  tyrants  into  the  very  heart  of  your  peaceful 
villages,  you  still  would  fain  rely  on  their  deceitful 
assertions,  and  paint  the  deformed  monster  to  your 
imaginations  as  the  minister  of  peace  and  protec- 
tion. Men,  born  in  the  bosom  of  liberty,  living  in 
the  exercise  of  the  social  affections  in  their  full 
vigor,  having  once  fixed  them  upon  particular  ob« 
jects,  they  are  not  hastily  eradicated.  Unac- 
customed to  sport  with,  and  wantonly  sacrifice 
these  sensible  overflowings  of  the  heart,  to  run  the 
career  of  passion  and  blinded  lust,  to  be  familiar 
with  vice,  and  sneer  at  virtue;  to  surprise  innocence 
by  deceitful  cunning  and  assume  the  slude  of 
friendship  to  conceal  the  greater  enmity,  you  could 
not  at  once  realize  the  fixed  the  deliberate  inten- 
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tion  of  those  from  whom  you  expected  freedom, 
to  load  you  with  fUvery  and  ehaina,  and  not  till 
intuit  repeated  upon  insult;  not  till  oppression 
sulked  at  noonday  through  every  avenue  in  your 
cities:  nay,  not  till  the  blood  of  your  peaceful 
brethren  flowed  through  your  streets,  was  the 
invenomed  serpent  to  be  discovered  in  the  bushes: 
not  till  a  general  trespass  had  been  made  upon  the 
keenest  feelings  of  human  nature,  and  the  widowed 
mother  was  summoned  to  entomb  the  cold  remains 
of  her  affcciionatc  son;  the  virtuous  bosom  to 
resign  its  tender  partner,  and  social  circles  their 
nearest  friends;  could  you  possibly  convince  your- 
selves that  you  and  Britain  were  to  be  friends  no 
more.  Thrice  happy  da>!  the  consequences  of 
which  have  taught  the  sons  of  ^i«enca,  that  a  pro- 
per exercise  of  public  spirit  and  the  love  of  virtue 
hath  been  able  to  surprise  and  baffle  the  most 
formidable  and  most  powerful  tyranny  on  earth. 

Patriotism  is  a  virtue  which  will  ever  be  uni- 
vcrSAlly  admired,  even  by  those  incapable  of 
passessiog  it.  Its  happy  effects  are  equally  visible 
in  individuals  as  in  sUtes,  and  if  we  bestow  a  mo- 
ment's reflection  upon  the  heroes  of  antiquity,  who 
have  been  deservedly  celebrated  by  succeeding 
generations,  botli  for  their  abilities  and  conduct, 
^e  shall  find  that  the  true  source  of  their  great- 
ness was  this  spirit  of  freedom,  and  their  inviolable 
attachment  to  the  interest  of  their  country. 

With  an  attentive  silence  we  listen  to  the 


When  the  Syracusians,  groaning  under  every 
species  of  cruelty,  which  lust,  avarice  and  ambitioa  • 
could  inflict,  supplicated  their  generous  ndghbors 
for  assistance,  to  alleviate  those  miseries  they 
themselves  had  been  exposed  to,  Timoleon,  urged 
to  accept  the  command  of  the  Corinthian  auxiliaries^ 
«t  first  hesitated,  his  age,  his  manners,  his  private 
happiness  and  the  endearments  of  his  family  for- 
bade it;  but  sensible  that  he  was  but  a  member  of 
tlie  community,  and  stung  by  the  cries  of  inno- 
cence, his  inclinations  were  but  of  trivial  moment 
in  competition  with  his  duty. 

View  him  at  the  head  of  his  chosen  army,  assem- 
bled to  plead  the  cause  of  suffering  virtue.  In 
possession  of  arms  and  of  power,  if  inclined  to 
pervert  them,  are  his  principles  changed  with  his 
station?  are  his  thoughts  bent  on  conquest  or  on 
death?  or  does  he  entertain  a  secret  wish  to  seize 
the  moment  of  confidence,  and  build  his  greatness 
upon  the  ruin  of  the  distressed,  to  remove  one 
tyrant  to  reinstate  another?  no!  but  fired  with  a 
generous  glow  of  soul,  fired  with  the  manly  senti- 
ments of  fireedom,  with  an  implacable  hatred  to 
oppression  of  all  kinds,  he  marches  his  troops  to 
the  deliverance  of  his  afflicted  people,  and  with  a 
firmness  becoming  soldiers  fighting  under  the 
standard  of  liberty,  after  a  series  of  fatigu  e  and 
toil,  baratting  marches  and  fierce  conflicts,  he 
dethrones  the  t]rrant,  and  is  proclaimed  the  de- 
liverer of  Syracuse. — Having  restored  tranquility 


historian  while  he  relates  to  us  the  integrity  of  to  this  unhappy  country,  repeopled  their  cities. 


conduct,  the  invincible  courage,  the  earnest  glow 
of  soul,  and  the  ardent  love  of  liberty  which  was 
exhibited  in  the  lives  of  those  illustrious  men,  and 
•0  great  were  their  virtues  that  we  are  scarce  able 
to  credit  them,  but  as  the  dreams  of  fancy,  or  the 
fictions  of  the  ingenious. 

It  is  recorded  of  the  celebrated  Timoleon,*  ge 
neral  of  Corinth,  that  notwithstanding  he  was  blest 
with  a  temper  singularly  humane,  and  with  feel 
ings  that  were  ever  roused  at  the  miseries  of  hu 
fcllow-men,  he  loved  his  country  so  passionately, 
that  after  making  use  of  every  argument  in  his 
power  to  convince  an  elder  brother  of  his  error, 
lor  attempting  to  become  the  tyrant  of  it,  he 
devoted  him  to  death;  a  brother  on  whom  he  had 
previously  placed  his  sffection,  and  whose  life 
being  exposed  to  the  fire  of  an  enemy  in  a  severe 
battle,  he  had  before  saved  at  the  great  risque  of 
bis  own.  Even  in  old  age,  after  a  period  of  rigid 
reUrement  for  twenty  years,  we  are  attracted  by 
the  disinterested  conduct  of  this  exalted  patriot. 


^BcUio. 


revived  their  laws,  and  dispensed  justice  to  all 
ranks  and  elaases,  he  resigned  his  command,  and 
retreated  once  again  to  the  private  walks  of  life, 
accompanied  with  the  grateful  acknowledgments 
of  millions,  as  the  patron  of  their  liberty  and  the 
saviour  of  their  country.— *-Happy  man!  endowed 
with  such  a  noble  soul,  prone  to  feel  for  the  mis- 
fortunes, and  rejoice  in  the  happiness  of  his  fellow- 
creatures. 

But  why  need  we  resort  to  distant  ages  to  furnish 
us  with  instances  of  the  effects  of  patriotism  upon 
individuals?  will  not  the  present  day  afford  at  least 
one  illustrious  example  to  our  purpose?  yes,  my 
fellow-countrymen,  Ambeica,  young  Axihica  too, 
can  boast  her  patriots  and  heroes,  men  who  have 
saved  their  country  by  their  virtues,  whose  cha- 
racters posterity  will  admire,  and  with  a  pleased 
attention,  listen  on  tiptoe  to  the  story  of  their 
glorious  exertions.  Let  us  pause  a  moment  only 
upon  the  select  catalogue,  and  take  the  first  upon 
the  list. 


**    View  him  in  his  private  station,  and  here,  as 
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though  PrMfidence,  for  his^xccllencief,  had  »elect- 
ed  him  Ibr  her  own  from  the  extentive  circle  of 
haoutthy,  we  perceive  him  enjoying  her  richest 
dispenutions.    By  an  affluent  fortune^  placed  be- 
yand  the  reach  of  proverty  or  dependence,  hlesaed 
with  the  social  circle  of  friends,  and  happily  con- 
nected fay  yet  more  endearing  tieS|  peaceful  reflec- 
tioos  •!«  his  companions  through  the  day,  and  the 
foothiog  slumbers  of  innocence  hover  over  his 
oouchi  charity  presides  steward  of  his  household, 
and  the  distressed  are  ever  sure  to  receive  from 
his  bosom  that  aigh  which  never  fails  to  console, 
and  from  his  cheek  the  alleviating  tear  of  sympathy. 
Having  reached  the  sumoait  of  human  felicity,  be- 
yood  even  the  picture  of  his  most  sanguine  ex 
pccutioosy  it  is  indifTereot  to  him,  as  an  individual, 
whether  prince  or  people  rule  the  state,  but  nurtur- 
ed in  the  bosom  of  freedom,  endowed  with  a  great 
Bess  of  soul,  swallowed  up  with  public  spirit  and 
the  love  of  mankind,  does  oppression  scatter  ner 
baleful  prejudices,  does  ambtiion  rear  iu  guilty 
crest,  friends,*  relations  and  fortune  are  like  the 
dust  of  the  balance.    The  pleas  of  nature  give  way 
to  those  of  his  country,  and  urged  oo  by  heavenly 
motives,  he  flies  instantly  to  her  relief.    See  him, 
while  grief  distracts  his  bosom  at  the  efTusion  of 
homao  blood,  grasp  the  sword  of  justice  and 
buckle  on  the  harness  of  the  warrior.    See  him, 
with  fortitude  unparalleled,  with  perseverance 
inde&Ugabky  deaf  to  pleasure  and  despising  cor- 
raptioa,  checrfiiUy  encountering  the  severest^tasks 
of  dii^,  and  the  hardiest  tolls  of  a  military  life. 
Modest  IB  prosperity,  and  shining  like  a  meteor 
ia  adTcnity»  we  behold  this  patriotie  hero,  with  a 
small  army  of  determined  freemen,  attacking, 
lighting  and  conquering  an  army  composed  of  the 
bravest  Teteran  troops  of  Britain, 

And  shall  we,  my  countrymen,  stop  the  current 
of  gratitude?  and  can  we  forbear  testifying  our  jov 
npoB  the  success  of  such  singular  exertions?  shall 
we  seal  his  death  before  we  thank  him  for  bis 
services?  by  no  means.— Our  acknowledgments  will 
irresistibly  flow  from  us  to  this  deserved  object 
of  admkatiook  and  his  very  actions  will  tting  the 
siMil  of  tke  ungrateful  wretch,  until  he  is  forced 
to  admire  their  lustre,  and  confess  his  inability  to 
equal  thi 


spirit  of  this  great  people,  let  >is  not  be  us  diligent 
to  catdh  their  vices.  Such  conduct  is  inconsistent 
with  the  sentiments  of  freemen,  and  surely  we  can- 
not  forget  that  he  has  saved  our  country. 

Rewards*  and  punishments  are  in  the  bands  of 
the  public,  and  it  is  equally  consistent  with  gene- 
rosity and  humanity  to  bestow  the  one,  as  inflict 
the  other.  We  cannot  be  too  cautious  in  the  ob- 
jects of  our  gratitude;  let  merit,  conspicious  merit, 
be  the  standard  to  which  our  praises  shall  resort, 
audit  will  excite  a  noble  emulation  in  others,  and 
let  us  rather  forbear  that  respect,  which  is  too 
often  found  attendant  upon  the  rich,  though  their 
wealth  has  been  amassed  with  the  ruin  of  their 
country. 

But  the  praises  of  us  are  not  the  patriot's  only 
reward;  with  an  approving  conscience  sweetning 
the  declivity  of  life,  his  invitation  is  to  the  skies, 
there  to  receive  a  far  more  precio*ts  re^i^rd,  for 
the  establishment  of  that  principle  to  which,  since 
the  orig^  of  mankind,  heaven  hath  paid  an  im» 
mediate  attention. 

*  Where  the  hrav«  yovth  with  love  of  glory  firei, 
"  Who  neatly  in  hi*  coaMry*t  caute  expired, 
*■  SImU  know  he  eonquered.    The  firm  Mtriot  there, 
»  Who  made  the  weHhre  of  nankiiid  hi*  care, 

*  Though  itill  by  faction,  viee,and  fortune  crwt,  ^^ 
"  Shall  find  his  gencioiH  faihor  wa«  not  loit.*^ 

Such  is  the  progress  of  public  spirit  and  the  love 
of  virtue,  and  it  is  the  only  pillar  upon  which  can 
aafely  be  erected  the  happiness  of  rosnkind.  With- 
out some  play  of  the  social  affections  m  every 
society,  without  some  barrier  to  oppose  the  stormy 
passions  of  individuals,  without  some  general  at- 
tachment to  the  public  welfare,  a  door  is  open  to 
ambition  and  political  corruption;^  luxury  and 
selfishness  become  fashionable  vices,  and  the  spirit 
of  the  government  is  perverted;  the  public  good 
is  neglected,  the  riches  of  the  state  insecure,  the 
liberty  of  the  subject  slighted,  and  the  attempts 
of  the  tyrant  made  successful  by  the  follies  of  the 
people. 


Some  there  are  who,  Roman-like,  would  banisli 
him  for  bis  good  conduct;  but  wliile  we  copy  the 

*Cari    aunt  parentes,    cari   liberi,  propinqui, 
amiliarct,  sed  omnes  omnium  caritates  patrix  uxa 
complesa  est,  pro  qua  quis  bonus  dubitet  monem 
eppetecc?  ^^^** 


*One  method  of  preventing  crimes  is  to  rewurd 
virtue.  If  the  rewards  for  the  discovering  of  useful 
truths  hftve  increased  our  knowledge  and  multi- 
plied  good  books,  is  it  not  probable  that  rewards, 
distributed  by  the  beneficent  hand  of  a  sovereign, 
would  also  multiply  virtuous  actions?  The  coin  of 
honor  is  inexhaustible,  and  is  abundantly  frtiiifiil 
in  the  bands  of  a  prince  who  distributes  it  winely. 

Jliavq.  of  JUecoa, 

fCato. 

^The  Assyriin,  the  Persian  and  Craesian,  the 
three  first  untversiHl  monarchies,  finally  sunk  under 
luxury  and  corniption;  and  it  is  well  known  Uiu'. 
the  Romans  did  not  preserve  their  liberties  fur 
lialf  a  century  nfter  being  debauched  by  the  luxury 
of  Asia,  but  fell  a  prey  to  its  vires;  and  was  a. 
length  divided  by  the  GotLi  and  Vandals. 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  ttEVOLUnON. 


What  but  the  wuit  of  pitriotUm,  th*t  halh  burUd 
in  ruiM  -.he  mighlj  enpirca  of  Greece  and  Home, 
tbat  aundbg  aimtt,  the  icaurf  e  of  the  iiuocent, 
prerail  throu^MHit  all  Europe,  that  the  pigei  of 
bittor;  precent  ta  our  view  lo  meltDcholy 
picture  of  the  htiinmn  tpecie*,  and  that  Ameri 
and  Britkn  are  not  at  th!i  dty  running  the  mtd 
to  ifreatneii  and  glory  in  concert;  and  what  is  ii 
hut  the  want  of  patriolitn  that  conld  indaee  (hai 
haugbtf  nation,  direited  of  every  public  virtue,  of 
every  boiom  feelii)|(,  of  eier;  preteniion  to  hu- 
nwnilf,  withautapologyorpretext,  touihertitand- 
ing  army,  canpoied  of  Tagrinti,  crimiuili,  and 
.0  our  peaceful  couDtry, 


O  ny  couQtrynicn,  it  ii  the  want  of  patrioUii 
(hat  we  ire  at  thii  time  called  to  weep  over  th 
e  of  innoeeot  men:  that  thii  ii  nc 


'him  in  old  aire.  They  lead  lU  to  reBecl  tcriMisly 
in  the  hour. of  retiretaent,  and  to  ebcriah  tboa* 
qualificatiooa  which  are  frequently  Umt  !■  HwsUra 
ufprotpirity. 

The  inporttnt  prophecy  ia  nearly  aoMdiplirted. 
The  riling  glory  of  thii  weitem  heaiiapbera  w  al- 
ready *aaounced,aadiheii  lumBoiicd  tohtt>ac«t 
among  the  natioDi.  We  have  publicly  dedartd 
Duraclrei  convinaed  of  the  deitruetin  UsdeiMy 
of  Handing  ariaici:  we  have  aeknowledfed  th» 
neceiiiiy  of  public  ipitit  and  the  lore  of  rtrtiM  ta 
the  hippiaeia  of  any  people,  and  we  profeai  to  be 
teniible  of  the  great  hleaiinp  that  flow  from  them, 
not  then  act  unworthy  of  .the  reputable 
character  ve  now  lustaiti:  like  the  natkn  we  have 
^bandaned,  he  content  with  freedom  in  Ibrm  and 
tyranny  ui  lubitance,  profeu  virtue  and  practice 
vice,  and  eonvmce  an  attentive  world  that  in  thia 


theonlyhouM  of  mourning:  that  the  field*  of  Aene-. 

only  men  capable  of  priaing  auch  exalted  privil^e^ 


•langhier  familiar  to  her  lonit  that  our  oppreuDn 
yet  peniit  in  their  dettructlve  lyitem  of  tyranny, 
and  if  their  power  wm  equil  to  their  thint 
Mood,  with  the  spirit  of  ambition  by  which  tbey 
are  now  directed,  wonld  lead  them  to  dcitroy  and 
extirpate  the  whole  bnnan  rice.  But  thtnki  bi 
to  heaven,  that  by  theforceoftboaevirtuei  which 
they  have  diiearded,  we  have  nobly  reiiated  Ibe 
atteopu  of  theie  erael  men,  and  tfaa  miieriet  they 
bave  to  proAiiely  dealt  out  to  a-i,  arc  returning, 
with  additional  vengeance,  upon  their  own  headi. 
The  danger  of  the  iiiue  iinawpait,  and  if  we  but 
retain  theiune  patriotic  ardor,  with  which  we  Gm< 
def^ded  ourrightifnim  thegraipof  our  enemiei, 
they  are  every  day  in  our  power.  We  have  every 
thing  to  hope:  they  on  the  other  band  have  every 
thing  to  fear.  Youth,  vigor,  and  the  invincible 
■TIB  ofjuiiice,  are  on  our  lide:— The  geniui  of 
berty  ilso  ii  our  advocate,  who,  though  penecuted, 
bilh  never  been  conquered. 

Ia  our  day  we  are  called  to  lee  a  happy  ccuntry 
laid  wiate  at  the  ^rine  of  ambition;  to  experience 
thoieacencauf  diitreiichicb  Liitoryii  filled  with: 
hut  experience  riveti  iti  leiioni  upon  the  mini!, 
and  if  we  resolve  with  deliberation,  and  executr 
with  vigor,  we  may  yet  be  a  free  and  Bourisliiu),' 
people.  Uei^ne  not  too  mncb  at  the  ravagei  of 
war,  nor  mumuratthe  diipeniitions  of  Providence. 
We  «flentimes  rate  our  bleiiingi  in  proportion  iu 
the  difficulty  of  attaining  tiiem,  and  if,  without  a 
•traggle,  we  had  secured  our  liberties,  perhaps 
we  should  have  been  let*  sensible  ot  their  value 
Chutiiements  ta  youth  are  not  without  their  ad- 
vantage*,'  bleating*  tBo*t  commonly  iprii^    from 


were  an  illustrtoui  set  of  heroes,  who  have  sealed 
iheir  principles  with  their  blood.  Dwell,  my  M- 
l«w.«iliiens,  upon  the  present  litualion  of  yotu 
country.  Bemember  that  though  our  eaeraies  have 
dispensed  with  the  hopes  of  conquering,  our  land 
is  not  entirely  freed  of  them,  and  should  otir  resist. 
ance  prove  noiucceiaful  by  our  own  inattention  and 
inactivity,  death  will  be  far  preferable  to  theyoka 
of  bondage. 

Let  lis  tbereibre  be  still  vigilant  over  our  ene- 
nties— instil  into  our  armies  tbe  HghteouJ  cause 
they  protect  and  aupport,  and  let  not  the  soldier 
and  citiiea  be  distinct  chartcteti  among  us.  By 
conduct  let  ui  convince  them,*  that  it  is  far 
preservation  of  themaelves  and  Ibeir  country 
they  are  now  fighting;  that  they,  equally  with  us, 
itt  interested  in  the  event,  and  abandon  them  not 
to  the  insatiable  rapacity  of  the  greedy  extortioner. 

A*  a  reward  for  our  exertion*  in  the  great  CMse 
tf  freedom,  we  are  now  in  the  poeiessioa  of  thoee 
-ights  and  privileges  attendant  upon  the  original 
iiite  of  nature,  with  the  opportunity  of  eitahlish- 
"B  ■  govemment-f  for  ounelvei,  independent  upon 
iny  nation  or  people  upon  earth.  We  have  the 
experience  of  age*  to  copy  from,  advantagea  that 


hu  ever  been  thought  inconsistent  with  good 
policy  and  even  common  sense  lo  commit  the  de> 
fence  of  s  country  to  men  who  have  no  interest  in 
ti  preiervation.  Diad.  -Lib.  1.  p.  67. 

tThe  true  definition  of  a  free  Hate  i*  where  the 
egislativc  adlierea  strictly  to  lbs  laws  of  nature, 
iiid  cslculates  every  one  of  its  regulations  for  ini- 
|,raving  society  and  for  promoting  industry  and 
:>ty  among  the  people. 

Mime'i  hitl.  vtl.  2-  p.  133. 
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kare  been  deuied  to  any  who  h«Te  gone  before  UB.Iprogresa  in  ptrticuUr  nations,  if  we  paint  the 


Ijtl  us  then,  my  fellow^itisens,  learn  to  vulue  the 
blessing.  Let  integrity  of  heart,  the  spirit  of 
freedom  and  rigid  virtue  be  seen  to  actuate  every 
member  of  the  commonwealth.  Let  not  party  rage, 
private  mnimosities,  or  self  interested  motives, 
succeed  that  religious  attachment  to  the  public 
weal  which  bai  brought  us  successfully  thus  far; 
Ibr  vafai  are  all  the  boasted  charms  of  liberty  if 
her  greatest  votaries  are  guided  by  such  base 
passions.  The  trial  of  our  patriot'ism  is  yet  be- 
fore «Sy  and  we  have  reason  to  thank  heaven  that 
lis  principles  are  so  well  known  and  diffused*  Ex- 
ercise towards  each  other  the  benevolent  feelings 
of  fHendship,  and  let  that  unity  of  sentiment,  which 
has  shone  in  the  field,  be  equally  animating  in  our 


.  Remember  that  prosperity  is  dangerous:  that 
fhougk  successful,  we  are  not  infallible;  that  like 
Iherest  of  manlund  we  are  capable  of  erring.  The 
lineof  our  happiness  may  be  traced  with  exactness, 
and  still  there  may  be  a  difficulty  in  pursuing  it. 
Let  «8  not  forget  that  our  enemies  have  other  arts 
in  store  Ibr  our  destruction;  that  they  are  tempting 
us  iato  those  snares  which,  after  successful  strug 
gles,  proved  the  ruin  of  the  empires  of  the  east; 
sad  let  this  sacred  maxim  receive  the  deepest 
impressioa  upon  our  minds,  that  if  avarice,  if 
extortion,  if  luxury  «md  political  corruption,  are 
suffered  to  become  popular  among  us,  civil  discord 
and  the  niin  of  our  country  will  be  the  speedy  con- 
sequence of  such  fatal  vices;  but  while  patriotism 
is  the  leading  principle,  and  our  laws  are  contrived 
with  wisd^nn,  and  executed  with  vigor,  while  in- 
dnstry,  firogality  and  temperance,  are  held  in 
estimation,  and  we  depend  upon  public  spirit  and 
the  lore  of  virtue  for  our  social  happiness,  peace 
sad  affluence  will  throw  their  smiles  upon  the 
brow  of  the  individual,  our  commonwealth  will 
flourish,  our  land  become  the  land  of  liberty,  and 
Ajobica  an  asylum  for  the  oppressed. 

«XATiov  naLivn<D  at  bostov,  xascb  5,  1781, 
BT  THOMAS  DAWES,  J  UN. 

J^Mcrt,  fiiendt  and  dfisefu— Avoiding  apology, 
even  at  a  time  when  uncommon  propriety  might 
jwtify  it,  sad  trusting  rather  to  a  continuance  of 
the  same  liberality  which  has  ever  noted  my  coun 
trymen,  1  attempt  the  duties  of  this  solemn  anniver 


And  it  is  emitehftd  that  we  shall,  in  some  mea- 
F,  perfbrm  those  duties,  if  we  ftketch  out  some 
goMral  tniu  of  liberty,  and  mark  the  Hnefl  of  her 


wounds  she  has  suffered  from  corruption  and 
despotic  force,  and  from  the  whole  deduce  such 
sentiments  as  become  a  brave  and  free,  though  in- 
jured people. 

Numerous  as  the  descriptions  are  of  primeval 
man,  the  reflective  eye  is  not  yet  weary.  We  still 
fe«^l  an  interest  in  that  Arcadian  state  which  so 
well  imitated  the  world  we  4re  looking  for.  And 
we  shall  continue  to  feel  it  so  long  as  nature  ia 
pleasing  and  the  heart  retains  a  feature  of  inno- 
cence. Like  the  gods,*  our  first  fathers  bad  but 
few  desires,  and  those  to  be  satisfied  by  the  works 
of  virtue.  Their  passions  were  as  the  gales  of  their 
own  Eden— enough  to  give  a  spring  to  j^otJ  actions 
—to  keep  the  waters  of  life  in  motion  without 
inducing  storm  and  wbirl-wlnd.f  Conversing  with 
divinities,  liberty,  sent  from  above,  was  their 
peculiar  inmate;  that  liberty,  whose  spirit,  mingling 
with  the  nature  of  man  i^t  his  formation,  taught 
him,  unlike  the  other  animals,  to  look  upward  and 
hope  for  a  throne  above  the  stars:  t  that  liberty  who 
taught  him  to  pluck,  with  confidence,  the  fruits 
of  nature;  to  pursue  the  direction  of  reason  upon 
his  heart,  and,  under  that  directien^  to  acquire, 
secure,  and  enjoy  all  possible  happiness,  not  im- 
peding, but  assisting  others  in  the  same  privilege.^ 
When  families,  and  consequently  human  wants 
were  afterward  multiplied,  it  was  this  same  Uberty 
who,  joined  with  justice,  led  the  patriarchs  to 
some  aged  oak.  There,  in  the  copious  shade,  mis- 
understandings were  explained,  and  charity  and 
peace  embraced  each  other* — Such  was  the  moQi- 
ing  of  man! 

But  misunderstandings  are  quarrels  in  embrio.  ^. 
Satisfiiction  of  one  want  originated  another.  De- 
pravity grew  enraptured  with  strife.  The  wind 
was  up.  Passion  raged.  Brother's  blood  then 
smoaked  from  the  ground  and  cried  for  vengeance. 
Nimrod  commenced  his  prelude  to  tyranny,  and 
Fame  was  clamorous  with  the  deeds  of  death. — 
Liberty  heard  and  trembled — considered  herself 
an  outcast,  and  hat,  on  many  times  since,  travelled 


*it  was  represented  of  Marcus  Aurelius,  that  in 
imitating  the  fspods,  his  study  was  to  have  as  few 
wants  as  possible.  Vid,  Spectater  M  634. 

fThe  passions  of  every  kind,  under  proper  re- 
straints, are  the  gentle  breezes  which  keep  lif^ 
from  stagnation;  but,  let  loose,  they  are  the  storms 
and  whirlwinds  which  tear  up  all  before  them. 

Mrt.  Br— he, 

^Pronaqne  cum  spectent  snbnalia  cxtera  terram, 
Os  homtiii  subiiiue  dedit,  czlumque  tueri 
Jussit.  Ovid.  M-t. 

S\o  man's  social  liberty  is  lessened  by  another<s 
enjoying  tlie  same.  MoHqn. 
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op  ud  Acv/n  the  vorld  brlon,  ferukcn,  mijcifiy, 
•M  ngi.  Nor  will  ibe,  periapt,  antil  the  millenlum 
ConiM,  if  Amrrio  doc*  not  now  retain  her,  ever 
Commuid  tbit  complete  and  pemuBitnl  homafc 
which  is  luitkble  to  her  nature.  The  old  repub- 
lics mi]'  hive  been  the  most  perfect 
retideoce  while  thej  luted,  and  are  oHen  muitered 
up  from  the  tomb  of  empire  to  wilnea*  the  ador: 
which  thry  paid  her.  But  eren  there  she  receiTad 
so  frequent  violence  lliit  the 
reign  waa  for  the  moat  part  precuioui;  and  wlicn 
even  »t  the  tunmit  of  her  glDiy,  ahc  wai  on]} 
elevated  that  her  fall  might  be  more  utviiishing 
Haring;  patted  all  the  degreea  of  fortune,  tlin>:k 
God  the  hM  found  her  way  to  theae  remote  ihorrs: 
and,  if  from  efiecti  we  may  jud|[e,  ahe  is  wrtl 
picaied  with  her  new  abode.  0  oherish  the  difiii'' 
inhabitant!  O  let  her  not  return  to  the  cnurie 
above  with  a  ttory  that  atiall  Gre  the  heavens 
againit  ut — that  (A«  had  hlcHingi  for  ut,  but  thai 
w«  trere  not  prepared  to  receive  tbero— that  ahF 
could  find  among  ua  no  luting  habitation;  but  thai, 
like  the  dove  after  the  deluge,  the  wu  scarce 
lk«(»ed  with  the  top  of  aone  frieDdly  mountain 
for  a  melanchcdy 


\ 


Liberty,  ny  friendi,  ii  a  palladiiUB  to  tbe  place 
of  her  dwelling,  a  rock  and  a  tore  defence.  Wher- 
ever she  it,  every  man  baa  tomething  to  protect. 
He  knowt  what  are  hu  ricbet,  and  that  vbile  he 
livethjiimtelf  shall  gather  them.  He  riewa,  wiili 
Gonieiout  joy,  bit  circnmstancea.  Hit  locia)  aRec- 
tions  ahoot  out  and  Hourith.  Even  hit  prejudice* 
are  ■  tource  of  aatishetioa,  and  among  them  local 
attachmeDt,  a  fault  which  leada  to  the  tide  of 
pitrblitm. 

Supported  by,  and  tenaeiout  of  tbeae  fniita  ol 
liberiy,  tome  little  free  atatet,  Irbich  the  geagra> 
pber  in  hit  map  bad  M&n-mtya  never  noticed,  have 
longstood  uninjured  by  change,  and  tome  of  them 
inacceasible  by  tbe  greatest  efTorlt  of  poner.- 
There  ia  now,  in  a  diatant  quarter  of  tbe  ^be, 
living  illustntion  of  thii  remark.  Silnale  upon 
a  venerable  pile  of  rocka,  in  Italy,  stands  the  com- 
monweallb  of  St.  Marino.  It  vat  founded  by  a 
holy  man  whoie  name  it  heart,  and  who  fleil  to 
ttaii  romantic  fury>land  to  enjoy  rcli^on  and  frer 
air,  unpurtued  by  power  and  the  restless  spirit  of 
the  world.  Hi*  example  wat  followed  by  the 
pious,  the  huoiane,  and  the  lovers  of  fteedDm. 
And  these,  a  favourite  few,  who  were  before 
Mattered  tip  and  down  dtrougb  other  parti 


ihere  *at  aomewhere  a  hipfitr  inaUtulion  fiirm^ 
—these  hurried  away  to  tbe  onowy  top  of  St 
^^a^ino:  and  having  there  Sitt  tasted  thote  right* 
Hhich  come  down  from  Gob,  made  it  their  Hfi't 
labw  to  aiqtpoK  and  hand  them  down  h,  purity. 
There  every  man  finds  his  prosperity  in  eobmiitlng 
to  tlioae  laws  which  diffuse  equality.  Tliere  every 
man  frel*  himielf  happily  liable  to  be  called  ti» 
tlie  smate  or  the  field:  every  man  divides  hit  dty 
between  alternate  labor  and  the  uae  of  arm*— «)i 
tip.tor,  ready  to  ttart  (or  the  priie,  the  mark  of 

iiiiircrsal  emulation the  eommonweati  officioua 

to  pramole  that  interest  which  it  at  once  the  ptib- 
lie's  and  his  own.  So  stands  a  crnistituUon  informed 
with  the  very  etaence  of  liberty.  It  has  so  stood, 
»h ile  othw  neighboring  sUtet  have  been  blackened 
nd  defaced  with  fi«quent  revolution.  And  w« 
rrophety  that  'lill  the  approach  of  tome  tmforeBeen 
lome  degeneracy  unknown  to  the  aires 
creep  upon  the  tons,  St.  Marino  mutt  stsnd  admir. 
ed:  as,  in  Itt  present  eircumstanec,  no  prince  or 
potentate,  after  Bitting  down  and  counting  the  emt 
"ill  ever  attempt  the  impenetrable  Kniofl  of  to 
much  prudence  and  virtue.* 

The  name  of  Venice  now  occurt  to  memory  aa 
another  modeni  example  of  genuine  grettneti. 
The  aicendency  gained  by  that  tingle  city  over 
the  whole  Ottoman  powei^the  nairenal  panic  that 
struck  and  pervaded  allorders  of  the  Turks  when 
routed  it  Dardsncllcs,  and  the  reatmaUt  fiar  of 
ipproscbiog  disiolutioo  thst  reached  even  to  tbe 
throne  and  blasted  the  heart  and  withered  the 
of  a  despot:  these,  amiiing  at  first,  nevpr- 
Iheless  appear,  when  their  tpringa  are  Uid  optn. 
the  nstutal  iitues  ofa  contest  between  free  agenta 
and  slavea.f 

A  more  ancient  and  perhaps  ttill  more  brilliaBt 
proof  of  the  proportionate  powers  of  different 
degrees  of  liberty,  may  he  gathered  from  tfaa 
annal)  oftheeityofTyrc.  The  Lybian  madman  t 
Iio  thought  he  had  conquered  all  and  wept  that 
be  hid  no  more  to  eorquer^the  invincible  aon  of 
J»Te,  before  whom  principal itiea  and  power*  bad 
'iciwed  down tbeir heada  asahulruth — behold  him, 
.'itU  his  pfaalans,  puialed  and  confounded  at  the 


'Many  of  Ibe  fcctihere  mentioned  of  St  Marino 
ly  be  seen  in  Addison's  more  complete  accooala 
of  that  republic. 
fThis  itludes  only  to  a  particular  sra  in  tbc 
F'leiian  history, 
t  And  the  homed  head  belied  the  Ljbian  gnd. 

lui,,  ,1,.  h.d  h„d  ..,>h.„  i^  .^„  "bi,,.r,|,^it  w"i"„"s'^irr.sr"»'-^"'* 

rule,  and  whom  nature  bad  acctetly  taught  tbat  Saiet*nalia/ip)  U/f 
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^alts  of  Tyre.  To  ov^r-run  Aaia  cost  him  less 
llbor»  enterprize  and  valor,  than  the  reduction  of 
tliis  one  favorite  haunt  of  liberty.*  And  perhaps 
he  had  never  reduced  her  but  for  her  own  falling 
off  fW>sn  her  pristine  wisdom.  Her  liberty  was 
not  in  first  full  vigor,  but  had  received  a  shock 
from  corruption  introduced  with  riches.  Bribery, 
pride,  and  oppression  followed  close  behind.  She 
was  then  cast  out  as  v)rr>phane  from  the  mountain 
of  Goof  Tyre  is  become  like  the  top  of  a  rock 
^a  place  to  spread  nets  upon. 

Let  us  consider  the  story  of  Tyre  as  a  monument 
which  upon  one  side  shews  the  force  of  excellence, 
and  upon  the  other  the  baneful  influence  of  vice; 
a  memento  that  every  state  below  the  sun  has,  like 
Achilles  of  old,  some  vulnerable  part.  As  not  a 
nation  is  exempted;  and  lest,  in  a  fond  prejudice, 
we  might  exclude  our  own  America,  and  so  induce 
a  fatal  security,  even  America  has  received  a  caveat 
from  heaven,  and  in  her  youthful  purity  has  been 
tempted  by  her  enemies.  With  what  sort  of  success 
tempted  we  need  but  remember  the  machinations 
and  flight  of  the  most  infamous  Arnold,  and  the 
affecting,  though  just  separation  of  the  unfortunate 
Andre. 

Happy  the  nation  that,  apprised  of  the  whole 
truth,  impartially  weighs  its  own  alloy,  and  bars, 

-with  tenfold  adamant,  its  gate  of  danger. But 

to  return, 

I  had  cherished  some  aversion  to  names  grown 
trite  by  repetition,  and  had,  on  that  account,  evaded 
the  ancient  republics.  Bat  I  find  the  observation 
jast,  that  "half  our  learning  is  their  epitaph."  1 
conceive  that  the  "moss-grown"  columns  and 
broken  arches  of  those  once-renowned  empires  are 
full  with  instruction  as  were  ihr  groves  of  Lyci'im 
or  the  school  of  Plato.  Let  Greece  then  be  the 
subject  of  a  moment's  reflection.  When  liberty 
fled  from  the  gloom  of  Kgypt,  she  sought  out  and 
settled  at  infant  Gieece— there  disseminated  the 
seeds  of  greatness — there  laid  the  ground-work  of 
republican  glory.  Simplicity  of  manners,  piety  to 
the  gtKia,  generosity  and  courage  were  her  earliest 
eharaeler.  "Human  nature  shot  wild  and  free."t 
Penetrated  with  a  spirit  of  industry,  her  sons 
scircely  knew  of  relaxation:  even  their  sports  were 
heroic.  Hense  tliat  elevated,  independent  soul, 
that  contempt  of  danger,  that  laudable    bias  to 

*For  an  illustration  of  thi»  see  ancient  universal 
history,  vol.  ii.  page  75  and  on;  also— that  part  of 
Kewton  on  the  prophecies  which  relates  to  Tyre, 
vol.  i. 

fCzekiel.  xxziii.  16 

iKrom  Dr.  Biair*s  dissertation  upon  the  works 
of  (Ktsian. 
» * 


their  cotmtry  and  its  manners.  Upon  the  banks  of 
Eurota  flouV'ished  her  principal  state.  Frugality 
of  living  and  an  avarice  of  time  were  of  the  riches 
of  Lacedxmon.  Her  maxims  were  drawn  from 
nature,  and  one  was  "that  nothing  which  bore  the 
name  of  Greek  was  born  for  slavery."  From  this 
idea  flowed  an  assistance  to  her  sister  states.  Fbom 
a  like  idea  in  her  sister  states  that  friendship  was 
returned  in  grateful  measure.  This,  had  it  con- 
tinued, w^ld  have  formed  the  link  of  empire,  the 
charm  that  would  have  united  and  made  Greece 
invulnerable.  While  it  lasted,  the  joint  efforts  of 
her  states  rendered  her  a  name  and  a  praise  through 
the  whole  earth.  And  here,  was  it  not  for  th< 
sake  of  a  lesson  to  my  country,  I  would  not  only 
drop  my  eulogium  of  Greece,  but  draw  an  impervious 
veil  over  her  remaining  history.  Her  tenfold  lustre 
might  at  this  day  have  bUzed  to  heaven,  had  ths 
union*  of  her  states  been  held  more  sacred.  But 
that  union  of  her  states,  that  cement  of  her  exist- 
ence once  impared-- — hear  the  consequence!  the 
fury  of  civil-war  blows  her  accursed  clarion.  The 
banners  /ale  of  conquering  freedom  now  adorn  the 
triumphs  of  oppression.  Those  states  which  lately 
stood  in  mighty  concert,  invincible,  now  breathe 
mutual  jealousy  and  fall  piece  meal  a  prey  to  the 
common  enemy.  Attic  wisdom,  Theban  hardihood. 
Spartan  valor,  would  not  combine  to  save  heK 
That  very  army,  which  Greece  had  bred  and 
nourished  to  reduce  the  oriental  pride,  is  turned 
vulture  upon  her  own  vitals— a  damnable  parricide, 
the  faction  of  a  tyrant.  Behold  the  great  and  Gon. 
like  Greece,  with  all  her  battlements  and  towers 
about  her,  home  head-lojig  from  her  giddy  height 
— the  shame,  the  pity  of  the  world. 


Among  themselves  and  professed !y  neparuie. 
Rttention  to  the  history  of  Greecr  will  discoi 


•Accuracy  has  been  offended  that  ibis  example 
is  employed  for  the  American  states— whicli  resem- 
ble e>ich  otljer  in  constitution  and  are  united  in 
their  last  resort;  whereas  the  Grecian  werr  unlike 

But 

y  of  Greecr  will  discover  in 
the  causes  of  her  ftll  a  lesKon  sufficiently  apposite 
»o  our  purno«je.  The  anonymous  translator  of 
Tourreil  writes  as  follows:  ''when  Persia,  ho  often 
vanquished  by  the  Grecians,  despaired  of  subduing 
them,  her  last  shift  was  ta  divide  them;  to  which 
their  prosperity  opened  her  a  means.  Spirits  na- 
tur^lly  quick  and  too  licentious,  blown  up  with 
their  frequent  victories,  could  not  contain  them- 
Hclves  or  govern  their  good  fortune;  liiey  abandoned- 
themselves    to  jealousies    and    ai'ibition.—Tliese 

divisions  ended,  at  last,  in  a  general  aUvery." 

Thomson  most  beHutifully  speaks  the  truth  up- 
on the  same  occasion — 

^  .  , .  Wh«  Orrree  with  Grerer, 

•   £mbroird  with  fool  mntf-ntion,  fougbc  no  mote 
For  cunirooD  iplory  and  for  cwmitiofi  wruh 
But,  rHl*e  to  frctriom,  tou^bt  to  qurll  the  fre<'; 
Broke  the  firm  band  of  |>t^cr,  mmI  wcred  iovc, 
'thmK  •«•♦  ttie  Whole  frnrfVa;;flTii»^i«^M 
And  as  around  the  parUal  trophy  bluiL^d, 
Prfepatcd  tiM  way  Tor  cocal  aveitbrovr. 


w 
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HiTinf  (ttrmpted  tome  ^nenl  akelchcs  of  li 
bertT.fromlhcdkwnoriocikllire  tolbefnU  ofiui 
lionil  gtory,  I  would  beiomewliit  more  puiicuUr 
upon  thoae  q'lililiu  to  wbicli  her  triumpl>«  Rre 
•faiefif  indebud. 

It  Ibe  Tile  rconamy  of  deprtvej  mtm,  there  ap- 
peira  »n  inclin.itioii  to  hfstow  upon  one  purl  power 
kod  afllurncr,  >nd  to  impose  upon  the  olher 
debility  ind  woe.  AVlicn  tint  inclbKiion  is  grUifieil, 
the  mtjjriiy  being  ilares,  the  reiniina  af  freedom 
»re  ihired  imong  the  greili  like  the  Iriumphil 
bridge  at  the  Archipelogo,  lo  ilrtngMy  dignified, 
that,  by  «  decree  of  Ihe  senitr,  none  of  the  vulg*r 
were  aiiflererl  to  enj..y  it.  When  thit 
ij  coui.le-b.l«ic'd  by  tht  Ixws;  when 
inlereiifl  of  both  ih'we  p»rt»  are  reconcikdi  when 
■ocicty  is  consiilcre'i  41  *'•  public  combination  for 

private  protection,"* and   the   governed  find 

their  happines<i  in  lli,eir  aubmiiiian 11 

ewence  of  all  powerful  liberty.  Not  to  wire-draw 
k  aentiment  I'reidy  Rraven  upon  the  hearti  of  this 
•udicnee,  it  ii  luch  t  liberty,  at  that  every 
whobat  OQce  iis'ed  it,  becomei  •  temporary  toldler 
u  io<m  at  il  it  invaded  and  rcseiiti  any  violrnct 
offered  il,  ai  an  attack  upon  his  liff — hence  il  ii 
that,  ill  frre  slates,  ns  locfi,  there  il  no  auch  tiling 
an  perpetual  standing  army.  For  the  whole  bod) 
•f  the  people,  ever  ready,  flock  to  the  general 
■tandard  upon  emergency,  and  iq  preclude  the  ui 
of  thai  mrernil  engine.  I  lay  in/rrnal  engine,  fa 
the  tongue  ••lubon,  and  is  at  a  lata  to  ezprcas,"  th 
bideoua  and  frighi  ful  consequences  that  flow  when 
ever  the  powers  ofhellhave  procured  lis  introdui 
■tion,  Turkey  and  .Algiers  are  the  delight  of  i(a 
Tengeince.  Denmark,  once  over-iwaroied 
the  brsve  inhabitant*  of  the  north,  has  auffereil 
depopulation,  poverty,  and  the  lieavieat  bjindagi 
ftnm  the  quartsrlng  troopa  amon git  their  peasant; 
in  time  of  peace;  if  it  can  b»  ciUed  ptuee,  when 
n^bery,  conflagriUon  and  murder  arc  let  l» 
upon  the  SOD*  of  men.  Indeed,  it  U  said  that 
nation  ever  kept  up  an  army  in  time  of  peace  that 
did  not  1  lie  its  liberties.  I  believe  it.  Athena 
Corinth,  Syracuae.  and  Greece  in  general  were  all 
oveciumed  by  that  tremendous  power:  and  the 
same  power  baa  been  long  operating  wJih  other 
cmaea  to  humble  the  crest  of  Briiain.  Let  tu 
hear  a  passage  from  Davenanil  "If  (ay,  he,  apeak- 
iog  of  s-anding  armiea)  if  they  who  believed  this 
eagle  iu  the  air  frighted  all  inoliona  lowarja  li. 
bxly.  if  liiey  who  heretofore  thought  armies  in 
tin.'  uf  peace,  and  our  freedoRi  inconsiaieni-  'i 


men  ahould  throw  off  •  whig  prioeiple 
so  fundamental,  and  thus  come  to  clothe  them- 
aeJves  with  the  detested  garments  of  tbe  tories, 
and  if  all  that  haa  been  here  discouned  on  ahoidd 
happen,  then  will  the  conatitulion  of  this  country 
be  utterly  aubverted.'"  It  would  exceed  tbb 
limit*  of  the  present  occasion  to  espitiate  iqton  all 
lite  instance*  wherein  the  liberties  of  Britain  have 
in  fact  suffered  according  to  tbe  view*  of  DavouDt. 
Sudioe  it  to  say  that  a  staading  arm;  has  been. 
loag  since,  virtually  engrafted  *  limb  upon  her 
const  ilkilion,  hat  frequently  over-awed  her  parlia- 
ments, lantiimei  htr  rleclimt,^  and  ha*  carried 
disiractiun  and  matsacret  into  different  parts  of 
her  empire. 

That  stinding  mercenary  troopa  mutt  ■saner  or 
later  enlail  servitude  and  misery  upM  their  em- 
ployers, is  an  eternal  truth  that  appear*  from  the 
nature  of  thinga.  On  the  one  hsad  behold  an 
inspired  yeomanry,  all  sinew  and  soul,  having 
stepped  out  and  defended  their  ancient  altara,  their 
wives  and  children,  reluming  in  peacd  to  till  those 
Gelds  which  their  own  arms  bsve  rescued.  Such 
are  tbe  troop*  of  every  free  people.^  Such  were 
t'le  troops  who,  Ud  on  by  the  patriot  Wsrren,  gave 
the  first  hotae.blow  to  oar  oppresion.  Such  were 
the  troopa  who,  fired  by  Gates  in  the  northern 
woods,  almost  decided  the  fate  of  nation*.  Sucb 
troop*  who,  under  the  great  and  amiabU 
Lincoln,  sualained  a  siege  in  eircumatancei  that 
rant  him  and  thetn  with  the  captains  and  toldiers 
of  antiquily.  Such,  we  trust,  are  the  troops  who, 
number,  though  beaded  indeed  by  the 
trsllsnt  and  judiciotia  Morgan,  lately  vanquished  a 
chosen  veteran  band  long  dedicated  to  Mu*  and 
iplined  in  Mood.  And  such,  wedoubl  not,  are 
the  troops  who  beat  the  British  legions  from  the 
id  have  ever  a'nce  preserved  their  coun- 


'buti  of  Abingdon 


ir  the  whole  pisiage,  which  was  lo-   lengtb* 
ir  purpose,  vid.  the  work*  of  Dr.  Dav^nant 
corrected  by  Wbitworth,  vol.  ii.  p.  333.— Edition 

tTlie  eleetioii  of  the  Scotch  Peers  in  the  year 


17j3,  and  tbe  miaconduct  of  Blickrrby  and  oUiera, 

leelion  ofthe  Westmirster  member*  in  the 

11,  are  instance*  well  known, — Vid.  Ounth'b 

disq.  9d  vol.  p.  444  and  473.  ' 

affair  of  eapt.  Porteua  at  Edinburgh  (vid. 

London  Magsaine  for  1737,  in  a  variety  of  p.Ves> 

-  -l  of  capt.  PreaioD,  at  Boston,  are  of  thenselvca 

Ifirient  examples. 

•iTIial  the  yromanry  are  tbe  bulwark  of  a  free 

people»-wa*,  if  men-ory  serves,  in  a  ceiehra'ed 

oxtempOie  speech  of  the  honorable  Samuel  Adams, 

— '-   in  the  yea-  177J.     Ihe  steadiness  of  iliat 

republican  lo  hi*  pnliiici.1  creed,  evinces  that 

Is  grounded  upon  jutt  data  w.ll  nox  easily 


bend  t 


i'lir 


diange*  of  popular  opinion. 
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try,  under  thp  conducl  of  that  superior  m^n  who 
combines  in  quality  the  unshaken  consttfkicy  of 
Gato»  the  triumphant  delay  of  Fabius,  and  vpon 
pr^gr  •ceoHotu,  the  enterprising  spirit  of  Hannib'il. 

Ma>  the  name  of  Washiwotoit  continue  steeled, 
ms  it  ever  has  been,  to  the  dark  slanderous  arrow 
that  flies  in  secret,  .ft  it  ever  hat  been/  for  who 
bare  offered  to  eclipse  his  glory,  but  have  after- 
ward sunk  away  diminished,  and  **shorn  of  their 
own  beams.** 

Justice  to  other  cbaracters  forbids  our  stopping 
to  gaze  at  this  consielUtton  of  heroes,  and  would 
fAin  draw  forth  an  eulogium  upon  all  who  have 
gathered  true  laurels  from  the  fields  of  America. 

•Th«MBiA-t!i«tfiVoteofo«rBiai« 

•  Demand;  but  wlio  cmi  enant  the  scan  of  hearenf 

■  Whs  ipeak  their  inflaence  oa  ttiU  hiwcr  woiiiL"* 

Whither  has  our  gratitude  borne  us?  let  us  be- 
hold  a  contrast— the  army  of  an  absolu.e  prince— a 
professaoo  distinct  from  the  citizen  and  in  a  dif- 
ferent interest— a  haughty  phalanx,  whose  object 
of  warfare  is  pay,  and  who,  the  battle  over,  and  if 
perchance  they  conquer,  return  to  slaughter  the 
sons  of  peace.    This  is  a  hard  saying.    But  does 
Boi  all  history  press  forward  to  assert  its  justice? 
do  not  the  prxtorian  bands  of  tottering  Rome  now 
crowd  upon  the  affrighted  memory?  do  not  the 
embodied  guards  from  Petersburg  and  Constantino- 
ple stalk  horrid  the  tools  of  revolution  and  murder? 
to  come  nearer  home  for  an  example,  do  we  not 
see  the  darkened  spring  of  1770,  like  the  moon  in 
a  thick  atmosphere,  rising  in  blood  and  ushered 
In  by  the  figure  of  Britain  plunging  her  poignard 
in  the  yiMng  bosom  of  Atnerica?    Q!i,  oar  bleed- 
ing conntry!  was  it  for  this  our  hoary  sires  sought 
thee  through  all  the  elements.f  and  having  found 
thee  sheltering  away  from  the  western  wave,  dis- 
coosolatCy  cheered  thy  sad  face,-  and  decked  thee 
mtt  like  the  garden  of  God?  time  was  when  we 
could  all  affirm  to  this  gloomy  question— When  we 
were  ready  to  cry  out  that  our  fa'.hers  had  done  a 
vain  thing.-*!  mean  upon  that  unnatural  night  which 


so  various  the  face  of  death,*  that  not  all  the  grand 
tragedies  which  have  been  since  acted,  can  crowd 
from  oiir  minds  that  sra  of  the  human  passions, 
that  preface  to  the  general  conflict  that  now  rages. 
May  we  never  forget  to  offer  ti  sacrifice  to  the 
manes  of  our  brethren  who  bled  so  early  at  the 
foat  of  liberty.  Hiiherto  we  have  nobly  avenged 
their  fall:  but  as  ages  cannot  expunge  the  debt, 
their  melancholy  ghosts  still  rise  at  a  stated  sea* 
son,  and  will  forever  wander  in  the  night  of  this 
noted  anniversary.  Let  us  then  be  frequent  pil. 
g^ims  at  their  tombs— there  let  us  pre6t  of  all  our 
feelings;  and,  while  the  senses  are  ''struck  deep 
with  woe,"  give  wing  to  the  imagination.  Hark! 
even  now  in  the  hollow  wind  I  hear  the  voice  of 
the  departed.  O  ye,  vho  litten  to  toitdom  and  a9fnr'€ 
f  immortalittf,  om  ye  have  avenged  ottr  biood,  thrict 
bUtted^  at  ye  etiU  war  agninet  the  mighty  huntert  of 
the  earth,  your  namee  are  recorded  in  heaven/ 

8t»ch  are  the  suggfstions  of  fancy:  and  having 
given  them  their  due  scope;  havi  ig  de^Ci-ibed  the 
memorable  fifih  of  March  as  a  season  of  disaster, 
it  would  be  an  impiety  not  to  consider  it  in  its 
other  relation.  For  the  rising  honors  of  these  states 
are  distant  issues,  as  it  were,  fro.n  the  intricatef 
though  all-wise  Divinity  which  presided  upon  that 
night.      Strike  that  night  out  of  time,  and   we 
quenok  the  first  ardor  of  a  resentment  which  has 
been  ever  since  increasing,  and  now  accelerates 
the  fall  of  tyranny.  The  provocations  of  that  night 
must  be  numbered  among  the  muster-springs  which 
gave  the  first  motion  to  a  vast  machinery,  a  noble 
and  comprehensive   system   of  national  indepen- 
dence.   '*  The  independence  of  America,"  says  the 
writer,  under  the  signature   of  Common  Sense, 
"should  have  been  considered  as  dating  its  xra 
fW>m  the  first  musquet  that  was  fired  against  her.*' 
Beit  so!  but  Massachusetts  may  cert«iMly  d^te  many 

of  its  blessings  from  the  Boston  massacre ~a  dark 

hour  in  itseif,  but  from  which  a  marvellous  ligl^t 
has  arisen.  From  that  night  revoluiio.i  became 
inevitable,  and  tlie  occasion  commenced  of  the 


we  now  commemorate;  when  the  fi.e  of  Brutu«  was  I  present  most  beautiful  fbrm  of  government.    We 


on  many  a  heart-— when  th<  strain  of  Gracchus  was 
on  ma-iy  a  tongue.  "'Wretch  that  I  am,  whither 
s*iall  I  retreat?  whither  shall  1  turn  me?  to  the 


often  read  of  the  original  contract,  and  of  mihnkind, 
ia  the  early  ages,  passing  from  a  state  of  nature  to 
immediate  dvUization.     But  vhat  eye  could  pene- 


Capitol?  the  capitol  swims  in  my  brother's  blood.' trate  through  gothic  night  and  barbarous  fable  to 


To  my  family?  there  must  1  see  a  wretched,  a  mourn- 
ful ai^d  afflicted  mothe:?"4— Misery  loves  to  brood 
over  its  own  woes:  and  so  peculiar  were  the  woes 
of  tliat  night,  so  expressive  the  pictures  of  despair, 


*  Thomson. 

\ elementa  per  omnia  quzrunt. 

qGutfarie's  Cicero  de  Orature. 


Juv. 


that  remote  period.  Such  an  eye,  pirhaps,  was 
present,  when  the  Deity  conceived  the  universe 
and€xed  his  compasa  upon  the  great  ^^tijp  % 


i> 


***  Plurima  mortis  imago.' 

f«*The  ways  of  heaven  are  dark  and  intricate." 

Ad(U9on*e  Caio. 
tNot  that  we  can  believe,  with  some  theoretical 


t)Z 
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And  yet  the  people  of  Massachuaetis  have  reduc- 
ed to  practice  the  wonderful  theory.  A  numerous 
people  have  convened  in  a  state  of  nature,  and,  like 
our  ifUat  of  the  patriarchs,  have  deputed  a  few 
fathers  of  the  land  to  draw  up  for  them  a  glorious 
covenant.  It  has  been  drawn.  The  people  have 
signed  it  with  rapture,  and  have,  thereby,  bartered, 
among  themselves,  an  easy  degree  of  obedience 
for  the  highest  possible  civil  happiness.  To  render 
that  covenant  eternal,  patriotism  and  political 
virtue  must  forever  blaze — must  blaze  at  the  pre- 
teni  day  with  superlative  histre;  being  watched, 
from  different  motivee^  by  the  eyes  of  all  mankind. 
Nor  must  that  patriotism  be  contracted  to  a  single 
commonwealth.  A  combination  of  the  states  is 
requisite  to  support  them  individually.  "Unite  or 
die"  is  our  indispensable  motto.  Every  step  from 
it  IS  a  step  nearer  to  the  region  of  death.  This 
Idea  was  never  more  occasional  than  at  the  present 
crisb— a  crisis  pregnant  with  fate  and  ready  to 
burst  with  calamity.  I  allude  to  that  langor 
which,  like  a  low  hung  cloud,  overshadows  a  great 
part  of  the  thirteen  sUtcs.  Thst  the  young,  enter- 
prising  America,  who  stepped  out  in  the  cause  of 
human  kind,  and  no  other  arm  daring,  lopped  the 
branches  of  wide  despotic  empire— that  the  same 
America  should  now  suifer  a  few  insolent  bands  to 
ravage  her  borders  with  impunity— that  ||er  now 
tardy  hand  should  suspend  the  finishing  stroke  of 
resentment,  and  leave  to  her  generous  allies  a  labor 
which  her  own  vigor  ought  to  elTect;  this  must 
disturb  tliose,  illustrious,  who  fell  in  her  infant 
exertions;  this  must  stab  the  peace  of  the  dead, 
however  it  may  affect  tlie  hearts  of  the  living.  Ob 
could  I  bear  a  part  among  the  means  of  awakening 
▼irtue-«>Oii  could  I  call  strength  to  these  feeble 
lungs  and  borrow  that  note  which  shook  the  throne 
of  Julius!  vain  wish!  if  the  silent  suggestions  of 
truth — if  the  secret  whispers  of  reason  are  not 
sufficient — the  efforts  of  human  eloquence  might 
ht'fittile,  her  loudest  bolt  might  roll  unheeded! 

Ibis  is  not  intended  to  inspire  gloom;  but  only 
to  persuade  to  those  exertions  which  are  neces- 
sary to  life  and  independence.  Let  justice  then 
be  done  to  our  conntry^et  justice  be  done  to  our 
great  leadef;  and,  the  only  means  under  heaven 

wAters,  tliat  individuals  met  together  in  a  large 
plain,  entered  into  an  original  contract,  8;c. 

But  though  society  had  not  its  formal  beginning 
from  any  convention  of  individuals.  Ice.— 

And  this  is  what  we  mean  by  the  original  con- 
tract of  society;  which,  though  perhaps,  in  no 
instance  it  has  been  formally  expressed,  at  the  6rst 
institution  of  a  state,  yet,  &c. — 
Itf  Jt!ack»ton€^$  Com.  p.  47*  vid.  the  \ch*tle patoo^. 


of  our  salvation,  let  his  army  be  replenished.  That 


grand  duty  over,  we  will  once  more  adopt  an 
enthusiasm  sublime  in  itself,  but  still  more  so  as 
coming  from  the  lips  of  a  first  patriot— the  chief 
msgistrate  of  this  commonwealth.  "I  have,  said 
he,  a  most  animating  confidence  that  the  present 
ijoble  struggle  for  liberty  will  terminate  gloriously 
fbr  America.'*    Aspiring  to  such  a  confidence, 

I  tee  the  ezpretsire  Imtc*  of  fate  thrown  wide; 

Of  foture  time*  I  tee  the  mighty  tide. 

And  borne  triumphant  on  its  buoyant  waTe, 

A  g;od-tike  number  of  the  Kn%t  and  brave. 

The  bright,  widr  ranks  of  martyr*— here  they  fiae— 

Heroes  and  patriots  move  before  my  eyes: 

These  crowned  with  olire.  thoae  with  laard  cone, 

Like  the  first  fathers  of  imror>rul  Home. 

Fly  time!  oh  lash  thy  firry  steeds  away— 

Roil  rapid  wheels  and  bring  the  smilin|f  day,* 

V/lien  these  blest  states,  another  uromi«*d  uind. 

Chosen  out  and  fostered  by  the  Almighty  hand. 

Supreme  shall  rise        •      their  crowded  shore*  shall  be 

The  fix*d  abodes  of  empire  and  of  liberty* 

oRATTOir  niLrvaasD  at  bostoit,  xarcv  5, 1782, 
BY  GEORGE  RICHARDS  MINOT. 

Qnid  taotam  insMio  jmrat  indulgere  dolori? 
■    '^       non  hsce  sine  numloe  divum. 

nrg,  Mn,  ^d.  770. 
Ereniunt. 

Inde  genus  durum  sumos,  experiens^ue  laborom; 
Et  dMumenta  damns,  qua  sinus  origine  nati. 

Ovid  Mttam.  Ia6.  1. 414. 

Fathertffriende,  andfeUvw  ci/frtfnt— When  I  con- 
sider the  important  occasion  from  which  this  an- 
niversary  derives  its  origin,  and  the  respectable 
characters  that  have  exerted  themselves  to  per- 
petuate its  history,  I  confess  there  is  an  unusual 
security  in  my  feelings;  since  no  mistaken  effort 
of  mine  can  injure  an  institution,  founded  on  so 
memorable  an  event,  and  supported  by  names  so 
justly  claiming  the  applause  of  posterity. 

While  I  rely,  then,  upon  that  honesty  of  inten  • 
tion,  which  is  itself  the  best  apology  for  its  errors, 
permit  me  to  employ  the  present  hour,  which  your 
united  voices  have  annually  made  sac  red  to  the  com- 
memoration of  our  country's  wrongs,  in  recapitulat- 
ing the  most  injurious  of  her  sufFerings,  among 
which  that  on  the  tragical  ^M  of  March  is  by  no 
means  the  least,  and  in  recounting  the  blessings 
which  have  followed  from  measures  as  reaUy  dis- 
graceful to  those  who  adopted  them,  as  they  were 
intentionally  destructive  to  those  against  whom 
they  were  levelled. 

A  nation  falling  from  those  great  principles  of 
justice  and  virtue  which  had  made  her  respecta- 
ble; subverting  the  boasted  improvements  of  her 
arts  to  the  savage  purposes  of  revenge;  with 
venality  and  corruption  entrenched  on  her  cabinet, 
Affords  a  spectacle  too  serious  for  the  amusement 


*Sun  gallop  down  the  western  skies. 
Gang  aoon  to  bed  and  quickly  rise; 
O  lash  your  steeds,  post  time  away. 
And  haste  about  the  bleezing  dsy. 

Mian  Jtamtay. 
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of  the  beh»ldtr.  He  turn*  for  relief  to  the  BrinaU 
of  tho*e  people  wboae  nuculine  Tirtties  biT« 
obaUiutcly,  will  he  not  my  wisel;,  retUled  the 
reSneaent  of  a  cmlized  world.  But  fram  thr 
■Mfortunes  of  itich  •  nation,  rnueh  is  to  be  leim- 
cd.  A«  the  M  hurried  omrud*  hj  the  vortex  of 
that  immeMiirable  gutph,  in  whieh  enpires  sink 
to  rite  no  more,  let  her  lerve  di  «•  *  t'lgnti  to  ivoid 
the  BrM  impalie  of  iti  retbtlctt  tide. 

To  trtee  Greet  Brit»in  throoBh  the  Whole  pro. 
gren  of  her  tmbition  in  thii  country,  would  he  isj 


as  luhienfent  to  iti  purpoiei,  it  their  hopeawere 
Jependtnt  on  iti  venality,  and  making  pretence  of 
trespilMi,  which,  if  real,  the  lawi  were  open  to 
puniit,  unniajked  iti  true  dealfp*,  by  quartering 
a.n  imed  force  in  this  metropolit  in  atime  of  peace. 
Vhere  wm  the  c'ltiten  whoae  indlEiittion  did  not 
fluh  at  thia  undiiguited  attack  on  hit  tibertiea^ 
the  aoldiera  pride  too  Erew  lanpuintrj  at  the  idea 
<f  contempt  fram  the  people  he  himaelf  had  been 
laug-hl  to  detpiae;  and,  m  thoUgh  hearen  deaiffned 
to  elTect  iU  greatest  parpoi^s  by  the  aicriGce  of 
It  men  coaceive  to  he  the  dearett  object*  of 
guirdiuithip,  the  Uvea  and  rigbta  of  citiiena 
■e  deUvered  over  to  the  acoorge  of  military 


atep  back  to  a  very  early  period:  for,  long  bef,: 
the  avowed  her  ayitem  of  colonial  slavery  in  Iti 
atamp.act,  the  liberties  of  our  ancet;ors  hid 
endured  the  moat  alanaing  innovation  froni  her  rancour. 

throne.  Without  cauae,  and  without  notice,  she  ■  Venerable  patrooi  of  freedom,  wherever  yonr 
hadinvalidatedtheir  charteriilaid  impoailioiisup-  caumry  may  lie!  boaat  not  that  the  reason  and 
on  their  indt;  attempted  a  moat  dangernus  influ-  speculative  trutbi  of  thia  our  common  came,  armed 
ence  over  their  internal  government,  h;  endeavor,  an  extentive  world  in  aupport  of  iti  juitlee.  Turn 
iogto  nuke  it  independent  of  the  people;— ind  all  I  lo  ihe  tragedy  we  commenorate,  la  imprinted  by 
le  confidence,  as  though  her  pMic.v  |  the  bloody  hand  of  thety i 


tndfbre^ht,  and  not  her  penecutiont,  hod  leitled 
tbea  on  tbie  aide  Uie  Atlantic. 

But  the  full  diiplay  of  her  deipotic  policy  wis 
reserved  to  add  aecunnlated  diigrace  to  the  in- 
gloriooa  reign  of  the  th!rd.George.  Then,  iniaiic»t 
ed  with  .4iivrJc(i,  the  ttumbered  upon  the  totlerin;; 
pillars  of  her  oirn  conititutloni  the  hand  of  ilavery 
rDck*d  her**  the  lay  on  the  giddy  height;  falsehood 
^Ided  her  visioni  and  bound  her  aensea  wil!i  the 
enchantment  of  tocceaaj  while  her  blind  ambition 
altne  remained  awake,  to  mitdirect  the  ordiTiary 
aasiilaoce  of  fortune,  and  to  make  her  fjll  equally 
cartain  and  complete. 

The  geniut  of  Britain  once  interred,  the  first 
apectre  which  ahot  from  iti  tomb  vat  the  stamp- 
act.  This  promulgation  of  a  aeheme  lo  repugnant 
totbefuodamentalprincipieiof  the  late  Engliab  con- 
ttjtutjen,  announced  the  fall,  hutdidnot  obliirratf^ 
the  memory  of  that  much  respected  lyitem,  in  tbib 
country.  America  saw  that  the  act  bote  not  a  sin- 
gle feature  of  ita  reputed  parent,  and  having  de- 
tected its  illegitimacy,  effectually  resitted  iis  ope- 
ntion.  But,  ai  though  conviction  mutt  ever  be 
prodoetive  of  oHitinacy,  Britain  delisted  niit  lo 
Mid  in  piecei  the  chirten  of  her  colonie!,  n*liich 
aerved  to  remind  her  of  the  violence  she  committed 
ogber  own.  Ileradminiitration  afTeclingto  realize 
the  fables*  of  its  minioni,  whose  very  fearfi  were 

*Fsr  aome  of  ibese  fanciful  misrepreaeiitailons, 
aecaTiadicalion  of  the  town  of  Boston,  frcim  m^tiy 
&Ue  and  malicious  aaperaions,  contained  in  ccnam 
lettcra  written  by  governor  Bernard  and  others, 
pubUthed  by  order  of  the  town,  1769. 


the  bigheit 

outrage  fail  power  could  eomjiTit,  or  the  forbear- 
ance of  humanity  tuttain.  TArre  hecatomba  of 
sliuglitered  citixens  were  ofTeied  at  the  abrine  of 
cursed  ambition.— What  can  we  add  to  their 
memoriet  through  whose  wound*  their  country 
bledi  whoee  namet  are  handed  round  the  globe 
vriih  the  great  occaaiou  on  which  they  felli  and 
wboietombi  ritall  evcritandabaaittothettatcliett 
piltar  in  the  temple  of  freedom?  heaven  hat  avenged 
their  fall  by  realizing  theprophecy  of  the  indignant, 
American,  aa  he  vented  hii  inguiah  over  their 
rankling  blood.  "Thete  are  indeed  my  eountry'i 
wound*,!  '>utoh!  laid  he,  the  deep  and  tremcndoua 
rcslitntiona  are  at  hand;  I  aee  them  with  a  prophetic 
eye  thi*  moment  before  me.  Horrors  shall  be 
repaid  with  accumulation  of  horror.  The  wounds 
in  JJaeriea  ahall  he  auceecded  by  derp..mouthe>l 
gashes  in  the  heart  o(  Britain!  Ihe  chain  of  lolemn 
ooTisequence*  it  now  advancing.  Yet,  yet  my 
friends,  a  little  wliile,  and  the  poor,  forlon)  one, 
who  liaa  fought  and  Rillen  at  the  gate  of  her  proper 
habit^itlon,  for  freedom,  for  the  common  privileges 
of  life,  for  all  the  sweet  and  binding  pr'mciple*  in 
humanity,  for  father,  *an,  and  brother,  for  the 
cradled  infant,  the  nailing  widow,  and  the  weeping 
maidi  yet,  yet  a  Uule  vhite  and  the  shall  find  an 
avenger.  Indignant  nations  ihal)  arm  in  Aer  de- 
fence. Throne*  and  principalities  ihall  make  he- 
cause  their  own,  and  the  fountains  of  blood  ihat 
have  run  from  her  exhausted  vein*  shall  be  ansnrer- 


'See  Abbe  Raynal's  hiat.  American  r 
p.  5s. 
f.tooi^ilioui. 
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cd  by*  yet  fuller  measure  of  the  horriUe  effusion 


—blood  for  bloods  and  desolation  for  dfsolationt  France,  and  ve  trust  too,  promote  the  interestt  af 


O  ny  injured  ooontry!  my  masaacred  AtimUaf** 

Melancholy  scene!  the  fttal,  but  we  trust  the 
last  effect  in  our  country  of  a  ttanding  army  qnaner- 
td  in  p^pulnu  cilia  in  a  time  9/ peace, 

^  Britain  haybg  thus  violated  the  greatest  law 
nations  or  individuals  can  be  held  by,  to  use  tie 
Unguage  of  the  ancients,  threw  a  veil  over  the 
altars  of  her  gods  whom  she  waa  too  haughty  ta 


muat  ever  enliven  her  gratitude;  exalt  the  hodor  of 


had  a  veil  to  hide  from  the  eye  of  justice,  the 
ashes  of  our  desolated  towns,  and  the  tracts  which 
her  ravages  have  imprinted  through  every  quarter 
of  our  once  peaceful  land. 

.  If*  *<every  act  of  authority  of  one  person  ov^ano- 
ther,  far  which  there  is  not  an  absolute  necessity, 
is  tyrannical,"  and  if  tyranny  justifies  resistance, 
to  havereiaained  inactive,  under  these  injuries,  had 
been  a  kind  of  political  stoicism,  equally  inconsist* 
ent  with  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  society.  On 
such  principles  arose  the  memorable  declaration 
of  Jufyf  17T6, — A  declaration  which  at  once  gave 
life  and  freedom  to  a  nation;  dissolved  a  monopoly 


both. 

Among  the  advantagea  which  have  arisen  fhHB 
these  great  events  to  the  people  of  Mtuaachuietie, 
thatof  secaring  their  lives,  their  liberties,  aad  pro* 
perty,  the  great  object  of  all  civil  government,  by 
a  constitution  of  their  own  framing,  is  not  to  be 
accounted  the  least.  Dismembered  from  a  govern- 
ment, which  had  long  atood  by  the  esaoteet  balance 
of  its  powers,  even  againat  the  corruption,  of  its 


appease.     Would  to  heaven,  for  her  sake,  we  loo  mmisters,  they  found  themselves  aocustomod  to 


(irinciples,  which  age  had  stamped  with  aatlioHty* 
aad  patriots  sealed  with  their  blood.  The  eaaae 
of  their  separation  had  taught  them  the  aveanea 
tbraugh  which  despotism  insinuatea  itself  iato  the 
community,  aad  pointed  out  the  means  of  exclud- 
ing it.  Under  these  circumstaaces  they  prodoeed 
a  aysttm  which,  we  trust,  experience  will  eviaae 
to  be  an  improvement*  upon  the  best  mankind  hafe 
hitherto  admired.  The  quick  retam  of  all  delegat* 
ed  power  to  the  people,  from  whom  it  is  nude  lo 
spring,  and  the  cheek  which  each  part  of  the  go- 
vernment baa  upon  the  excesses  of  the  other,  aeem 
to  warrant  us  in  placing  on  it  all  the  confidence  hu- 


unnatural  as  unjust;  and  extended  the  embraces  ofl™*"  **^«  <^  dwerve.    But, 


our  country  to  the  universe. — A  declaration  wbic 
heaven  has  aince  ratified  by  the  successful  ev< 
of  her  arms.  For,  when  we  consider  the  numb 
of  her  victories;  the  disadvantages  under  which 
they  were  obtained;  with  the  chain  of  important 
consequences  which  depended  upon  the  very  mo- 
ment of  their  decision,  who  but  must  acknowledge, 
after  allowing  to  our  military  actors  every  thing 
heroism  can  claim,  that  there  appeared  peculiar 
marks  of  more  tlum  human  assistance?  the  surrender 
6f  entire  armies  to  a  power  which  they  affected  to 
look  upon  rather  as  an  object  of  their  chains  than 
of  their  swords,  was  a  degree  of  glory  which  no 
enemy  that  ever  passed  the  Roman  yoke  afforded 
to  that  republic.  Hapless  Bntainf  for  even  those 
whom  you  injure  must  pity  you,  how  baa  fortune 
added  acrimony  to  her  fickleness,  in  choosing  Ibr  a 
scene  of  your  disgrace,  that  climate  where,  in  a 
late  war,  she  so  loudly  vaunted  the  invincibility  of 
your  arms! 

America  once  unfettered,  nobly  relied  upon  the 
uprightness  of  her  cause  and  the  bravery  of  her 
sons.  But,  as  though  the  virtues  of  one  crown 
were  to  apologise  fjr  the  merciless  cruelty  of  ano- 
ther, a  monarch,  equally  wise  in  council  as  brilliant 
and  powerful  in  ar-ns,  met  her  in  an  alliance  which 


*Becsria  on  crimes  and  punishments,  p.  10. 


L.et  us  not  trust  laws:  an  uncorrupted  people  o^a  1 
exist  without  themi  ^  coi^pted  people  canhot  lof||f  J 
exist  with  them,  or  any  other  human  asaiatance. 
They  are  remedies  which  at  best  always  disclose 
and  confess  our  evils.    The  body  politic,  once 
dbtempered,  they  may  indeed  be  used  as  a  crutch 
to  support  it  a  while,  but  they  can  never  heal  it. 
R^me,  when  her  bravery  conquered  the  neighbor- 
ing nations,  and  united  them  to  her  own  empire^ 
was  free  from  all  danger  within,  because  her  armies, 
being  urged  on  by  a  love  fop  their  country,  woul^ 
as  readily  suppress  an  internal  as  an  external  ene- 
my.   In  those  times  she  made  no  scruple  to  throw 
out  her  kings  who  had  abused  their  power.    But 
when  her  subjects  fought  not  for  the  advantage  of 
the  commonwealth;  when  they  thronged  to  the 
Asiatic  wars  for  the  spoils  they  produced,  and  pre- 
ferred prostituting  the  rights  of  citizenship  upon 
any  barbarian  that  demanded  them,  to  meeting 
him  in  the  field  for  their  support,  then  R^me  grew 
too  modest  to  accept  from  the  hands  of  a  dictator 
those  rights,  which  she  ought  to  have  impaled  him 
for  daring  to  invade.    No  alteration   in  her  laws 
merely,  could  have  effected  this.  lUd  slie  remained 
virtuous,  she  might  as  well  have  expelled  her 
dictators  as  her  kings.    But  what  laws  can  save  a 

*l8  it  not  so  in  the  equality  of  representation  and 
mode  of  eleetioD? 
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f«ople  who*  for  the  Tery  purpose  of  easUving  them- 1  are  we  tii  the  frequent  chattge  of  our  8oldiery> 
•dves,  choose  to  consider  them  nther  m  councils  This  leens  to  be  the  best  antidote  against  such  an 
which  they  may  accept  or  refuse,  than  as  precepts  eviL  It  prevents  that  lethargy  which  would  be  a 
which  they  are  bound  to  obey  P*  with  such  a  people  symptom  of  death  ia  the  citizen  at  home;  and  checks 


they  must  ever  want  a  sanction  and  be  contemned 
— fViKue  and  long  life  seem  to  be  as  intimately 
allied  in  the  political  as  in  the  moral  world:  she  is 
the  guard  which  providence  has  set  at  the  gate  of 
freedom. 

Tlrae  it  m,  when  the  nature  and  principles  of  a 

goreniment  are  pure,  we  have  a  right  to  suppose 

it  at  the  farthest  possible  distance  from  falling. 

Bat  when  we  consider  that  those  countries^  in 

which  the  wisest  institutions  of  republican  govern- 

ttAits  have  been  established,  now  exhibit  the 

•trongeit  instances  of  apostacy,  we  cannot  but  see 

the  neeeseity  of  vigilance.  Commerce,  which  makes 

perhaps^  the  greatest  distinction  between  the  old 

vsffld  and  the  modem,  having  raised  new  objects 

ftroor  curiosity,  habitual  hidulgence  hath  at  length 

iMde  them  necessary  to  our  infirmities.     Thus 

tifcmiaatedy  can  we  hope  to  exceed  the  rigor  of 

thar  principles,  who  even  forbade  the  mentioning 

sf  a  foreign  custom,  and  whose  sumptusry  laws  are 

held  up  in  our  age  as  objects  of  astonishment?  Such 

Bslions  have  mouldered  away,  an  uncontrovertable 

pffoo(  that  the  best  constructed  human  govern- 

msats,  like  the  hunun  body,  tend  to  corruption; 

but  as  with  that  too,  there  are  not  wanting  remedies 

tt  pfocrastioate  their  final  decay. 


AsMOg  the  causes  of  their  fall  there  are  none 
tint  common  or  less  natural  than  that  of  their  own 
•treagth.  Continual  wars  making  a  military  force 
aeeesury,  the  habit  of  conquest  once  acquired 
sad  ether , objects  being  wanting,  history  is  not 
witiieut§  instances  of  its  turning  itself  inwards,  and 
kasving  as  it  were,  upon  its  own  bowels.    Happy 

*A  conscience  more  scrupulous,  than  it  is  proba- 
ble Sylla  ever  had,  would  be  apt  to  imagine  this 
general  disposition  of  the  people  wiped  away  the 
^U  of  enslaving  tbem  from  any  hand  that  effected 
It  If  in  any  case,  'tis  in  this  that  we  may  apply  the 
mixim  volenti  non  fit  injuria* 

fTtrtae^  in  a  republic,  is  a  most  simple  thing,  it 
is  a  love  for  the  republic;  it  is  a  sensation,  and  not 
aeoQsequence  of  acquired  knowledge:  a  sensation 
that  may  be  felt  by  the  meanest  as  well  as  by  the 
hq^cet  person  in  the  state. 

SptrU  oflttwi,  Book  5th,  chap.  2d, 

4Tlie  politic  Greeks  who  lived  under  a  popular 
government,  who  knew  no  other  support  but  virtue. 
The  noodem' inhabitants  of  that  country  are  entirely 
t^en  up  with  nunufactures,  commercr,  finances, 
riches,  and  luxury. 

Spirit  tfUtwit  booh  3  J.  chap.  Sd. 

^Por  a  complete  collection  of^  these,  I  he$r  leave 


that  immoderation  in  the  soldier  which  is  apt  to 
mislead  his  virtues  b  the  field.  By  this  exchange 
of  their  qualities  they  mutually  warrant  happiness 
to  each  other,  and  freedom  to  their  country. 

America  once  guarded  against  herself,  what  has 
she  to  fear?  her  natural  situation  may  well  inspire 
her  with  confidence.  Her  rocks  and  her  mountains 
are  the  chosen  temples  of  liberty.  The  extent  of 
her  climate,  and  the  variety  of  iU  produce,  throw 
the  meana  of  her^reatness  into  her  own  hands, 
and  insure  her  the  traffic  of  the  world.  Kaviea. 
shall  launch  from  her  forests,  and  her  bosom  be 
found  stored  with  the  most  precious  treasures  of 
nature.  May  the  industry  of  her  people  be  a  still 
surer  pledge  of  her  wealth.— The  union  of  her 
sUtes  too  is  founded  upon  the  most  durable  prin- 
ciples: the  similarity  of  the  manners,  religion,  and 
laws  of  their  inhabitants,  must  ever  support  tlie 
measure  which  their  common  injuries  originated. 
Her  government,  while  itis- restrained  from  vioUt. 
ing  the  rights  of  the  subject,  is  not  disarmed  against 
the  public  foe. 

Could  Juniuo  Brutuo,  and  his  colleagues,  have 
beheld  her  republic  erecUng  iUelf  on  this  disjoint, 
ed  neck  of  tyranny,  how  would  they  have  wreathed 
a  laurel  for  her  temples  as  eternal  as  their  own 
memories!  .America/  fairest  copy  of  such  great 
originals!  be  virtuous,  and  thy  reign  shsU  be  as 
happy  as  durable,  and  as  durable  as  the  pillars  of 
the  world  you  have  enfranchised. 


1 

J 


OBATIOV  DBLTVaniD  AT  BOSTOIT,  Miacff  5, 1783, 
BY  ©R.  THOMAS  WELSH. 

Non  uli  auxilio,  nee  defmioritNii  i«tb 

Tempui  egvt:  KtrgU  JSneut,  Lib.  1  Un.  S21. 

Friend*  andfeUoveitixeru^lnvittd  to  this  pUce 

by  your  choice,  and  recollecting  your  well  known 

indulgence,  I  feel  myself  already  possessed  of  your 

candor,  while  I  ^impress  upon  your  minds,  the 

ruinous  tendency  of  standing  armies  being  placed 

m  free  and  populous  cities  in  a  time  of  peace.'' 

A  field  here  presents,  annually  traversed  by  those 
who,  by  tbeir  ssgacity  have  discovered,  and  by 


♦The  design  of  society  being  toproiect  the  weak 
against  the  more  powerful,  whatever  tends  to 
laking  away  the  distinction  between  them,  and  to 
putting  all  ita  members  upon  the  same  level,  must 
be  consonant  to  its  first  principles.  This  was  an 
object  with  the  old  republics;  RoM^abliired  her 
citizens  to  servein  the  field  ten  yea  JKtween  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  and  forty^eveiT- Firf.  JRefigc- 

to^^fi^fotKi'^iKn;^ '^y;;;'  ^i-;"^ri-'  "-•".•r-^    ''*'"*  ^"  ^^*  "'^  aml/aU  0/ the  nam.  Emp.  c.  10  loot 
to  refcr  to  the  si  book  of  the  political  disquisitions,  note,  -jr       *w  luw 


^ 
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their  ToiceB  decUred,  in  ttraini  of  manlj  elo- 
quence, the  souree  from  whence  those  fiiUl  streams 
orig^inste,  which,  like  the  destroying  pestilence, 
iMive  depopuUted  kingdoms  and  laid  waste  the 
Ikirest  empires. 

In  prosecution  of  the  subject,  I  presume  I  shall 
not  offend  a  respectable  part  of  my  audience,  I  mean 
the  gentlemen  of  the  American  patriot  army*— an 
army  whose  glory  and  virtues  have  been  long  since 
recorded  in  the  temple  of  fame— her  trumpet  has 
sounded  their  praises  to  distant  nations— her  wing 
shall  bear  them  to  latest  ages. 

AVhen  the  daring  spirit  of  ambition,  or  the  bound- 
leas  lust  of  domination,  has  prompted  men  to  invade 
thef  natural  peaceful  state  of  society,  it  is  among 
the  first  emotions  of  the  heart,  to  repel  the  bold 
iavader.  Men,  assembled  from  such  motives,  hav 
ing  expelled  the  enemy  from  their  borders,  re- 
assuming  the  pruning-hook  and  the  spade,  for  the 
sword  and  the  spear,  have,  in  all  ages,  been  called 
the  saviours  of  their  country. 

A  militia  is  the  most  natural  defence  of  a  free 
state,  fro'm  invasion  and  tyranny:  they  who  compose 
the  militia,  are  the  proprietors  of  the  soil;  and  who 
are  so  likely  to  defend  it,  as  thry  who  have  receiv- 
ed it  from  their  ancestors— acquired  it  by  their 
labor— or  obtained  it  by  their  valor?  every  free 
man  has  within  his  breast  the  great  essentials  of 
a  soldier,  and  having  made  the  use  of  arms  familiar, 
is  ever  ready  for  the  field.  And  where  is  the 
tyrant  who  has  not  reason  to  dread  an  army  of  free- 
men? 

In  the  battle  of  Naseby,t  in  the  days  of  Crom- 
well, the  number  of  forces  was  equal  on  both  sides; 
snd  all  circumstances  equaL  In  the  parliament's 
army  only  nine  officers  had  ever  seen  actual  service 
and  most  of  the  soldiers  were  London  apprentices, 
drawn  out  of  the  city  two  months  before.  In  the 
king's  army  there  were  about  a  tliousand  officers 

*I  should  not  have  neglected  so  favorable  an 
opening  to  have  shewn  my  poor  respects  to  the 
character  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Ameri- 
can army,  but  from  a  consciousness  of  inability  to 
add  Vo  a  name,  more  durable  than  marble,  which 
will  outlive  the  assaults  of  envy  and  the  ravages 
of  time. 

fTbe  natural  state  of  nations  with  respect  to  each 
other,  is  certainly  that  of  society  and  peace.  Sucli 
is  the  natural  and  primitive  state  of  one  man  with 
respect  to  another;  and  whatever  alteration  man- 
kind may  have  made  in  regard  to  their  original 
state,  they  cannot,  without  violating  their  dutv, 
break  in  upon  that  state  of  peace  and  society,  m 
which  natn^  has  placed  them,  and  which,  by  her 
laws,  she  Un  strongly  recommended  to  ^eir  ob- 
servance.       Fwiamaquit  Part  4.  Chap.  1.  Se^:^  4. 

^Vid.  political  disquisitions. 


who  had  served  abroad,  yet  the  veterans  wcrtf 
routed  by  the  apprentices. 

Rome  advanced  on  the  zenith  of  glory  and  great- 
ness, and  conquered  all  nations  in  the  times  of  the 
republic,  while  her  army  was  an  unpaid  militia. 

The  Grecians  carried  on  their  wars  against 
Persia  by  means  of  their  militia;  and  at  last  beat  the 
numerous  mercenary  armies,  and  subdued  the  vast 
empire  of  Persia. 

The  deeds  of  valor  performed  by  my  own  cooa* 
trymen,  and  in  our  day,  are  numerous  and  recent, 
and  point  out,  as  with  a  sun-beam,  tfiat  the  militia 
is  to  a  free  country  a  lasting  security. 

You  will  now  permit  me  to  consider  the  conditioa 
and  consequences  of  a  standing  army. 

Men  who  enlist  themselves  for  life  soon  lose  the 
feelings  of  citizens.  To  eomnund  and  be  com* 
manded,  excites  an  idea  of  servitude  and  depend- 
ence, which  degrades  the  mind,  and  in  a  social  view, 
destro)*s  the  character  of  a  free  agent.* 

They  who  follow  the  profession  of  arms  conceive 
themselves  exempted  from  the  useful  occupations 
of  life,  and  thence  contract  a  habit  of  dissipatioo; 
soldiers  inured  to  exercise  and  labor  in  their  duty, 
at  leisure  to  roam,  will  not  be  wholly  inactive  in  n 
city,  where  the  means  of  ^tification  abound; 
pursuing  the  objects  of  pleasure,  with  the  saaie 
zeal  with  which  they  engaged  in  the  toils  and 
enterprises  of  the  field,  whole  armies  have  too  late, 
foundthemselves  destroyed  by  the  diasolving  power 
of  luxury. 

We  have  a  remarkable  instance  of  this,  my  fel- 
low-citizens, in  the  army  of  Hannibal,  which,  havin|^ 
withstood  the  greatest  hardships,  and  which  the 
most  dreadful  dangers  had  never  been  able  to  dis- 
courage, in  winter  quarters,  at  Capua,  was  entirely 
conquered  by  plenty  and  pleasures.f 

The  effects  of  luxury,  tliough  productive  of  the 
greatest  misfortunes  to  an  army  stationed  in  a  city, 
are  by  no  means  confined  to  that  class  of  men. 


*Moore,  in  his  view  of  society  and  manners  in 
Europe,  observes — "As  to  the  common  soldiers, 
the  leading  idea  of  the  discipline  is,  to  reduce  them 
in  many  respects,  to  the  nature  of  machines;  that 
they  may  have  no  volition  of  their  own,  but  be 
actuated  solely  by  that  of  their  officers;  that  they 
may  have  such  a  superlative  dread  of  tlieir  ofBcsrs, 
as  annihilates  all  fear  of  the  enemy;  thu  they  may 
move  fopward  when  ordered,  without  deeper  re^ 
soning  or  more  concern  than  the  firelocks  they 
carry  along  with  them." 

f  Vid.  Livy'a  Uoman  history  for  an  account  of  the 
battles,  sufferings,  and  almost  incredible  march  and 
destruction  of  the  renowned  Cartliagenian  general 
sod  his  arm>. 
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Thefreat  body  of  the  people,  snoteby  the  charms  I  their  country,  at  the  sight  of  one  bundrei!  &-."'■  fifty 


aid  blandishnienu  of  a  life  of  ease  and  pleasure, 
£J]  easy  victims  to  its  fascinations.  The  city, 
rared  by  the  forming  hand  of  industry,  soon  feels 
the  symptoms  of  dissolution— the  busy  merchant 
nov  no  more  extends  his  commerce;  the  mechanic 
tbrovs  aside  his  chissel;  the  voice  of  riot  succeeds 
to  the  sound  of  the  hammer,  and  the  midnight  revel 
to  the  vigils  of  labor. 

When  a  Urge  respectable  standing  army  has 
been  stationed  in  a  city,  commanded  by  officers  of 
known  patriotism*  who  have  taught  those  under 
tbeir  orders  to  interchange  the  kind  and  friendly 
offices  of  life;  citizens,  conceiving  Uiemselves 
ireured  from  domestic  broils  and  the  danger  of 
invasion  from  abroad,  imperceptibly  relax  in  their 
attention  to  military  exercises,  and  may  thus  be 
eiposed  as  a  tempting  bait  to  an  aspiring  despot; 
besides,  a  people  who  have  made  themselves  re- 
fpectable  by  their  personal  attention  to  their  own 
defence,  neglecting  tbeir  militia,  may  be  insulted 
\pf  those  neighbors  wtio  had  formerly  been  hc- 
ontomed  to  revere  their  power. 

When  communities  have  so  hr  mistaken  their 
isterest  as  to  commit  the  defence  of  every  thing 
Tilaable  in  life  to  a  standing  army,  the  love  of  ease 
wUl  scarcely  permit  them  to  re-assume  the  unpleas- 
iag  task  of  defending  themselves.- 

At  the  conclusion  of  a  long  and  bloody  war,  the 


lictolrs,  or  peace  officers,  as  a  guard  of  the  decemviri 
— Such  an  army  was  dangerous,  they  said,  to  li- 
berty. These  politic  people  knew  the  prevailing 
propensity  in  all  mankind  to  power.  The  history 
of  later  tithes  has  abundantly  justified  the  wisdom 
of  their  jealousies.  All  parts  of  Europe  which 
have  been  enslaved,  have  been  enslaved  by  armies. 
No  nation  can  be  said  to  eiijoy  iniernal  liberty 
\7hich  admiu  them  in  a  time  of  peace.  When  a 
government  has  a  body  of  standing  troops  at  com- 
mand, it  is  easy  to  form  pretensions  for  tlie  di^ 
tribution  of  them,  so  as  to  effect  their  own  pur- 
poses; when  a  favorite  point  is  to  be  carried,  a 
thousand  soldiers  may  convey  irresistible  argument, 
and  compel  men  to  act  against  their  feelings,  in- 
terest, and  country. 

Such  were  the  arguments  employed  by  Philip 
the  second,  of  Spsin,  to  persuade  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Netherlands  to  relinquish  their  liberties, 
their  property,  and  their  religion;  the  progress  of 
these  dreadful  measures  produced  scenes  of  mas- 
sacre und  devasution,  the  recital  of  which  must 
excite  exquisite  horror  in  the  most  savage  breast. 

One  of  the  commanders  of  the  armv  under  the 
duke  of  Alva,  demanding  a  pass  through  the  city 
of  Rotterdam,*  was  at  first  refused,  but  assuring 
the  magistrates  that  he  meant  only  to  leed  his 
troops  through  the  town,  and  not  to  lodge  them  in 


g  liberties  of  a  people  are  in  real  danger  from  the  h*»*^*y  consented  to  suffer  the  companies  to  pass 


admission  of  troops  into  a  free  city.  When  an  ar. 
■y  has  suffered  every  hardship  to  which  the  life 
of  a  soldier  is  peculiarly  incident,  and  has  returned 
crowoed  with  the  well- earned  .laurels  of  the  field, 
they  justly  expect  to  be  received  into  the  open 
aroif,  and  with  the  applauses  of  those  for  whom 
they  have  fought,  and  in  whose  cause  they  have 
bied;  in  a  situation  like  this,  whole  communities, 
in  transport  of  gratitude,  have  weakly  sacrificed  at 
the  shrine  of  a  deliverer,  every  thing  fbr  which 
tbeir  armies  have  fought,  or  their  heroes  bled. 

Katjons,  the  most  renowned  among  the  ancients 
fbr  their  wisdom  and  their  policy,  have  viewed  the 
M^y  with  a?  eye  of  attentive  jealou»y;  the  Romans, 

dliraclctbed  fbr  pertonal  bravery  •  trembled  for 

■  r,'--    ' . , 

/lli  die  battles  fought  in  our  age,  ^ery  single 
Miier  hat  very  little  teaority  and  confidenct 
except  in^  the  multitude;  but  among  the  Romans, 
cvoy  individual,  more  robust  and  of  greater  ex 
pericooe  i#i  war,  as  well  as  more  inured  to  the 
£>tigaes  of  it,  than  the  enemy,  relied  upon  himself 
only-  tit  Was  naturally  endued  with  courage,  or 
in  other  words,  with  that  virtue  wlifeh  a  sensibility 
of  our  own  strength  inspires.  Mmte^qtdett, 

" '     8. 


through  one  by  one:  no  sooner  had  the  first  com- 
pany  entered  the  city,  than  the  officer,  without  re- 
gard to  his  engagements,  ordered  them  to  keep  the 
gates  open  until  the  other  companies  should  arrive; 
one  of  the  citizens,  endeavoring  to  shut  the  gate, 
was  killed  by  his  own  hand;  his  troops,  eager  to 
follow  his  example,  drew  their  swords^  and,  giving 
a-loose  to  their  fury,  spread  themselves  over  t!ie 
town,  and  butchered  more  than  three  iiuuJred  of 
the  inhabitants. 

This  was  among  the  first  events  of  that  war 
which  rendered  the  Netherlands  a  scene  of  horror 
and  devastation  for  more  than  thirty  years;  but 
which,  whilst  it  proved  the  source,  on  many  oc 
casions,  of  extreme  distress  to  the  people,  called 
forth  an  exttlion  of  yiitoe,  sfvirit,  and  intrepidity, 
which  seldom  occurs  in  the  annals  of  history. — 
Never  was  there  a  more  uneqiial  eontes^  than  be- 
tween the  inhabitants  of  the  Lov-Gountries  and 
the  Spanish  monarch.;  and  never  was  the  issue  of 

*The  whole  af&ir  ia  related  at  length  in  Wat- 
son's  hist,  of  the  Low-Couotries,  to  which  the  reader 
is.  referred. 
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any  dispute  more  contrary  to  what  the  parties  had 
reason  to  expect. 

Under  similar  circumstances,  my.  fellow-citi- 
zens, a  standing  army  was  introduced  and  stationed 
in  this  city;  which  produced  the  scene  we  now 
commemorate,  and  which  I  know  you  cannot  all 
remember;  but  let  the  stranger  hear  and  let  the 
listening  youth  be  told— <Aa/  on  the  evening  of  the 
Jifih  of  March,  teventeen  hundred  andteventy,  under 
the  ortiert  of  a  mercenary  officer^  murder,  rvith  her 
polbited  toeapont,  9tood  trampling  in  the  blood  of  our 
elavghtered  countrymen:  imagination  cannot  well 
conceive  what  mingling  passions  then  convulsed 
the  soul  and  agonized  the  heart!— those  pangs  were 
■hsrp  indeed,  which  ushered  into  life  a  noUonf— 
like  Hercules*  she  rose  brawny  from  the  cradle,  the 
snakes  of  Britain  yet  hung  hissing  round  her  horri- 
ble, and  fell!— at  her  infimt  voice  thsy  hasted— at 
the  dread  of  her  rising  arm  they  fled  away. 

• 

America,  separated  from  the  nations  of  Europe 
by  the  mighty  ocean,  and  from  Britain  by  the 
mightier  hand  of  heaven,  is  acknowledged  an  inde- 
pendent  nationg  she  has  now  to  mainUin  her  dignity 
and  importance  among  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth. 
May  she  never  be  seduced  from  her  true  interest, 
by  oubth  intrigue,  mittaken  policy,  or  mioguided 
ambitionf  but,  considering  her  own  condition,  may 
the  follow  the  ntaximt  of  wisdom,  which  are  better 
than  the  weapons  of  war.' 

It  has  become  fashionable  in  Europe,  to  keep  a 
laige  standing  army  in  times  of  peace.  The  peo- 
ple of  Great  Britain  have  professed  their  aversion 
to  the  establishment,  yet  have  suffered  it  to  gain 
ground,  upon  the  idea  of  preserving  the  balance  of 
power.  This  custom  is  so  deeply  rooted  and  io 
firmly  established,  that  nothing  short  of  annihila- 
tion of  the  governments  where  they  have  been  so 
lung  tolerated  can  abolish  the  institution. 

From  the  situation  and  vicinity  of  the  natiooi  of 
Europe  with  respect  to  each  other,  the  different 
extent  of  territory  rendering  it  more  diflieult  to 
rrpel  an  Invasion  from  some  oountries  than  others, 
for  the  celerity  of  defence  sttd  the  more  complete 
security  of  extensive  couiit;rlcsi  from  these  and 

*lieicules  is  represented,  when  very  young, 
engaged  in  the  most  eourageoiis  and  dangerous 
cnterprizes— such  ta  encountering  lions,  squeezing 
them  to  death  against  his  own  breast,  or  teariKg 
their  jaws  asuadcrt  sometimes,  wbrn  an  iofHnt, 
grasping  serpents  with  a  little  sasUe  upon  his 
cheek,  as  if  he  wis  pleased  whh  (heir  fine  colors 
and  their  motions*  and  killing  them  by  his  strong 
gripe  with  so  much  euet  that  he  scsrce  deigns  to 
look  upon  them. 


similar  considerations,  even  wise  politicians  have 
defended  the  propriety  of  the  establishment;  but 
let  their  motives  be  ever  so  pure  the  ambitioua  and 
tht  aspiring  have  views  extensive  and  ruinous;  they 
have  felt  the  charms  and  experienced  the  utility  of 
this  engine,  and  are  not  wanting  in  their  exertions 
to  support  its  existence. 

Our  fortunate  alliances  in  Rurope  have  secured 
us  from  any  danger  of  invasion  from  thence;  this 
security  is  derived  from  considerations  of  the  best 
pelicy  and  true  interest  of  the  allied  powers. 

The  new  %nd  glorious  treaty  concluded,  since  the 
last  anniversary,  with  the  states  of  Holland,  whose 
manners,  laws,  religion,  and  bloody  contest  for  fi-ee- 
dom,  so  nearly  resemble  our  own,*  affords  a  bappy 

*If  there  was  ever  among  nations  a  natural 
alliance,  one  may  be  formed  between  the  two  re- 
publics. The  first  planters  of  the  four  northern 
states  found  in  this  country  an  asylum  from  per- 
secuti<fti,  and  resided  here  from  the  year  one  thou* 
sand  six  hundred  and  eiglit,  to  the  year  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  twenty,  twelve  years  preced- 
ing their  miration.  They  ever  entertained  and 
have  transmuted  to  posterity,  a  grateful  remem- 
brance of  that  protection  and  hospitality,  and 
especially  of  that  religious  librrty  they  found  here, 
having  sought  it  in  vain  in  Ei^gland. 

<*The  first  inhabitants  of  two  other  states,  Kev- 

York  and  New-Jersey,  were  immediate  emigrants 
from  this  nation,  and  have  transmitted  their  religion, 
language,  customs,  manners  and  character:  and 
America  in  general,  until  her  connexions  with  the 
house  of  Bourbon,  has  ever  considered  this  nation 
as  her  first  friend  in  Europe,  whose  history,  and 
the  great  character  it  exhibits,  in  the  various  arts 
of  peace,  as  well  as  achievements  of  war  by  sea 
and  land,  have  been  particularly  studied,  admired, 
and  imitated  in  every  state. 

**A  similitude  of  religion,  although  it  is  not 
deemed  so  essential  in  tliis  as  in  former  ages,  to 
the  alliance  of  nations,  is  still  as  it  ever  will  be 
thought,  a  desirable  circumstance.  Now  it  may 
be  said  with  truth,  that  there  are  no  two  nations, 
whose  worship,  doctrine  and  discipline,  are  more 
alike  than  those  of  the  two  republics.  In  this 
particular,  therefore,  as  far  as  it  is  of  weighty  an 
alliance  would  be  perfectly  nutural. 

*'A  similarity  in  the  forms  of  government,  i» 
usually  considered  as  another  circumstance  whicli 
renders  slliances  natural;  and  although'  the  con- 
stitutions of  the  two  republics  are  not  perfectly 
alike,  there  is  yet  analogy  enough  between  them 
to  make  a  connexion  easy  in  this  respect. 

**The  originals  of  the  two  republics  are  so  mudi 
alike,  that  the  history  of  one  see.as  but  a  transof  ipt 
from  that  of  the  other:  so  th:a  every  Dut^aao^     ^ 
instructed  in  the  subject,  must  pronounce  the  Alie- 
rican  revolution  jusi  and  neccs^ury,  or  pass  a  cfen*i 
sure  upon  the  grea*est  actions  of  his  immortal  an*' 
cestors:  actions  which  have  been  approved  and 
applauded  by  mankind,  and  justified  by  the  decision 
of  heaven. 

'*If  therefore  an  analogy  of  religion,  ^vemment, 
original  manners,  and  the  most  extensive  and  last* 
ing  commercial  interests,  can  form  a  ground  and 
an  invitation  to  political  comiexions,  the  subscriber 
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presigc  of  lasting  •ecurily.  We  may  add,  the 
lilailion  of  our  country,  with  respect  to  other 
doniiiions,  is  so  secured  by  nature,  that  no  one  can 
klffk  pretensions  sufficiently  plausible  to  convince 
the  people  of  America,  of  the  propriety  of  support- 
inj  a  standing  army  in  a  time  of  peace;  whilst 
memory  retains  the  exploits  of  our  brave  citizens 
in  the  field,  who  have  joined  the  sUndard  of  free- 
doffl,  and  successfully  defended  her  injured  altars 
tad  her  devoted  rites.  The  community  will  be 
usured  that,  upon  the  basis  of  a  toell-regulated 
milUiOt  an  army  may  be  raised  upon  all  future  oc- 
otions  aufficient  to  oppose  the  roost  formidable 
invaders. 

Here,  were  it  pertinent,  I  would  express  a  con- 
fJeace^  that  when  the  army  shall  be  disbanded, 
jasUce,  with  impartitil  •£ale,  will  distribute  due 
rewtfds  to  those  who  have  jeoparded  their  lives  in 
the  high  places  of  the  field. 

Every  American  is  conscious  of  the  effects  pro- 
dueed  by  the  knowledge  of  the  people  in  tlie  use 
of  sniis»  and  from  that  experience  need  not  be 
cdiorted  to  an  attention  to  their  militia. 


embraces  of  her  pretended  parent,  and  has  set  up 
her  own  name  among  the  empires.  The  assertions 
of  so  young  a  country,  were  at  first  beheld  with 
dubious  expectation;  and  the  world  were  ready  to 
stamp  the  name  of  rashness  or  enterprise  accord- 
ing to  the  event. 

But  a  m&nly  and  fortunate  beginning,  soon  ensur- 
ed the  most  generous  assistance.  The  renowned 
and  the  ancient  Gauls  came  early  to  the  combat — 
«viae  in  council— mighty  in  battle!  then  with  new 
fury  raged  the  storm  of  war!  the  seas  were  crimson- 
ed with  the  richest  blood  of  nations!  America's 
cliosen  legions  waded  to  freedom  through  rivers, 
died  with  the  mingled  blood  of  her  enemies  and 
!ier  citizens;  through  fields  of  carnage,  and  the 
gates  of  death! 

At  length  independence  is  ours — the  halcyon  day 
ippears!  lo  from  the  east  I  see  the  harbinger,  and 
from  the  train,  'tis  peace  herself;  and  as  attendants, 
all  the  gentle  arts  of  life:  commerce  displays  her 
snow-white  navies  fraught  with  the  wealth  of  king- 
loms;  plenty  from  her  copious  horn,  pours  forth 
her  richest  gifts.     Heaven  commands!  the  east  and 


,.  .       the  west  give  up,  and  the  north  keeps  not  back!  all 
Wh^  we  c6nsider  our  own  prosperous  condition,!             _,•      ju*.u-  i-. 

vfB^wciiwiwiut^r  vi«           r     r                           I  lations  meet!  and  beat  their  swords  into  plough 
d  view  the  sute  of  that  nation,  of  which  we  were    .^^ ,    . ^._  ^_r^    V 


tad  view 

Mce  a  part,  we  even  weep  over  our  enemy,  when 
we  reflect  that  she  was  once  great;  that  her  navie« 
rode  formidable  upon  the  oceant  that  her  com 
acrce  was  extended  to  every  harbor  of  the  gfiobe; 
tkat  her  name  was  revered  wherever  it  was  known; 
tast  the  wealth  of  nations  was  deposited  in  her 
island;  and  that  America  was  her  friend,  but  by 
yuPff  of  her  standing  armies,  an  immense  con 
6MBt  is  separated  from  her  kingdom,*  and  that 
saee-aughty  empire,  ready  to  fall  an  untimely 
Tietim*  to  her  own  mad  policy. 

Kear  eight  fiill  years  have  now  rolled  away,  since 
America  has  been  cast  ofi*  from  the  bosom  and 

fiatters  himself,  that  in  all  these  particulars,  the 
VDien  is  so  obviously  natural,  that  there  has  seldom 
beea  a  more  distinct  designation  of  Providence  to 
say  two  distant  nations  ^o  unite  themselves  toge. 
tber.'' 

Extracts  from  the  memorial  to  their  high  might!- 
hesses,  the  states  general  of  the  United  Proviaces 
of  the  Low-Countries,  by  that  great  statesman  and 
patriot,  his  excellency  Jokv  Adams,  esq  minister 
plenipotentiary  at  the  Hague,  dated  Leyden,  April 
19, 1781. 

*A  doubt  may  be  entertained  of  the  truth  of  this 
wsertion;  but  we  can  hardly  believe  that  it  would 
have  entered  into  the  head  of  a  minister  or  parlia- 
ment, to  collect  a  militia  in  Great  Britain  to  enforce 
their  acts  in  Am.-srica;  so  that  in  our  vi^vv,  had  the 
army  been  disbanded  at  the  end  of  the  lust  war, 
Amenca  and  Britain  at  this  m  )fne.it  would  have 
been  parts  of  the  same  kingdom. 


nhares  and  their  spears  into  pru*iing-hooks,  and 
resolve  to  learn  war  no  more. — Henceforth  shall 
the  American  wilderness  blossom  as  the  rose,  and 
every  man  shall  sit  under  his  vine  and  under  his 
fig-tree,  and  none  shall  make  him  afraid. 

AN  ORATiOM, 

OSLIVBUXD   AT  THX  KIHs's-CHAP^L  IH  BOSTOIf,  APAIL 
8,    1776,  Oil   THE   aB-IIfTERMBMT  OF    THB   ntl«AI!fS 

or  TSB  LATB  MOST  woasHiprur.  oaAirii-MASTua 
JOSEPH  WARREX,  ESQUIRE.  PRESJDRaT  or 

TUB  LATB  COSrORBSS  OF  THIS  COLOHT,  AXO  MAJOR 
GB5XRAa  OF  THB  MASSACUUSBTTS  FORCER  WHO  WAS 
SLAIir  IK  THB  BATTLB  OF  BUHKBa*a.HI£L»  JVNE  17, 
177$, 

BY  PEREZ  MORTOy,  M.  M. 

Iilu9tri»utrelicki/~-'Yfh:it  tidings  from  the  grave? 
why  hast  thou  left  the  peaceful  niansio:is  of  the 
tomb,  to  visit  again  this  troubled  eJirih!  art  thou 
the  welcome  messenger  of  peace!  art  thou  risen 
again  to  exhibit  thy  glorious  wounds,  and  through 
them  proclaim  salvation  to  thy  country!  or  art  thou 
come  to  demand  that  last  debt  of  hu.iianiiy,  to 
which  your  rank  and  merit  have  so  jusMy  entitled 
you — but  which  has  been  so  long  ungenerously 
withheld!  and  art  tiiou  angry  at  the  barb.irous 
usage?  be  appeased,  sweet  ghost!  fur  though  thy 
body  has  long  laid  undistinguished  among  the 
I  vulgar  dead,  scarce  privileged  with  earth  enough. 
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to  It'.le  it  from  the  birds  of  prey;  though  not  i 
friendly  sigh  was  uttered  o'er  thy  grave;  and 
thotigh  thf^  vxecration  of  an  impious  foe,  were  all 
thy  faneril  knells;  yet,  matchless  patriot!  thy 
memory  ha«  been  embalmed  in  the  affections  of 
thy  patffal  countrymen;  who,  in  their  breasts, 
have  raised  eternal  monuments  to  thy  bravery! 

But  let  «s  leave  the  beloved  remains,  and  con- 
tempUte  for  a  moment,  those  virtues  of  the  man, 
the  exercise  of  which  have  so  deservedly  endeared 
him  *r  the  honest  among  the  great,  and  the  good 
among  tUe  humble. 

la  the  private  walks  of  life,  he  was  a  pattern  for 
mankmJ.— 'The  tears  of  her,  to  wliom  the  world 
is  inieb^ed  for  so  much  virtue,  are  silent  heralds 
o{  his  Jlual  pi^tyf  while  his  tender  offspring,  in 
lisping  oa*  their  father**  care,  proclaim  h\a  parental 
aff&ctton.-  and  an  ADAMS  can  witness  with  how 
niuch  ical  he  loved,  where  he  had  formed  the 
sacred  connexion  of  a /rienrf.* — their  kindred  souls 
v^erc  so  closely  twined,  that  both  felt  one  joy,  both 
one  affliction.  In  conversation  he  had  the  happy 
talent  of  addressing  his  subject  both  to  the  un- 
derstanding and  the  passioasi  from  theonehe  forced 
conviction,  from  the  other  he  stole  assent. 

He  was  blessed  with  a  complacency  of  disposi- 
tion and  equariimity  of  temper,  which  peculiarly 
endeared  him  to  his  ft*iends,  and  which,  added  to  the 
deportment  of  the  gentleman,  commanded  rever- 
encr  and  esteem  even  from  his  enemies. 

Such  wai  the  tender  sensibility  of  his  soul,  that 
he  reed  but  see  distress  to  feel  it,  and  contribute 
to  its  relief.  He  was  deaf  to  the  calls  of  interest 
even  in  the  course  of  his  profession:  and  wherever 
he  b':}held  an  indigeal  object,  which  claimed  his 
healing  skill,  he  administered  it,  without  even  the 
hope  ofanyotb^r  reward  than  ib%t  which  resulted 
from  the  reflection  6f  having  so  far  promoted  the 
happiness  of  his  fellort^men. 

In  the  for/a/ departments  of  life,  practising  upon 
the  strength  of  that  doctrine,  he  used  so  oimestly 
to  inculcate  himself,  that  nothing  so  much  conduced 
to  enlighten  mankind,  and  advance  the  great  end  of 
society  at  large,  as  the  frequent  interchange  of 
sentiments,  in  friendly  meeting;  we  find  him  con- 
stantly engaged  in  tills  eligible  labor,  but  on  none 
did  he  place  so  high  a  value,  as  on  that  motl  honora- 
hie  of  all  detached  societies,  the  frsi  Aim  acckptbd 
XASOvs:  into  this  fraternity  ht  was  early  initiated; 
and  after  having  given  repeated  proofs  of  a  rapid 
proficiency  in  the  arts,  and  after  evidencing  by  his 
life»  the  proftasiont  of  bis  lips— finally,  ts  the 


reward  of  his  merit,  he  was  commissioned  the  M«a# 
xoorthipful  oRAVo-MASTan  of  all  the  ancient  Masofw, 

through  AVrM  America. And  you,  brethren,  sre 

living  testimonies,  with  how  much  honor  to  him- 
self, and  benefit  to  the  craf^  universal,  he  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  his  elevated  trust;  with 
what  sweetened  accents  he  courted  your  atten- 
tion, while,  with  -witdom,  etrengtk,  and  beauty ,  he 
instructed  his  lodges  in  the  secret  arts  of  Freewta^ 
ionry;  what  perfect  order  and  decorum  he  preserv- 
ed in  the  government  of  them;  and,  in  all  his  con- 
duct, what  a  bright  example  he  set  us«  to  live  wxlA- 
in  compass,  and  act  upon  the  square. 

With  what  pleasure  did  Ire  silence  the  wants  of 
poor  and  pennyless  brethren;  yea,  the  necessitous 
every  where,  though  ignorant  of  the  mysteries  of 
the  craft,  from  bis  benefactions,  felt  the  happy  ef- 
fects of  that  Institution  which  is  founded  onfaith, 
hope  and  charity.  And  the  world  may  cease  to 
wonder,  that  he  so  readily  offered  up  his  life,  on 
the  altar  of  his  country,  when  they  are  told  that 
the  main  pillar  of  masonry  is  the  lots  or  xixKrv*. 

The  fates,  as  though  they  would  reveal,  in  the 
person  of  our  oBAim-ifisTiB,  those  mysteries 
which  have  so  long  lain  hid  from  the  world,  have 
suffered  him,  like  the  great  master-builder  in  the 
temple  of  old,  to  fall  by  the  hands  of  Ruffians,  and 
be  again  raised  in  honor  and  authority:  ve  searched 
in  the  field  for  the  murdered  son  of  a  widow,  and 
we  found  him,  by  the  turf  and  the  twig,  buried  on 
the  brow  of  a  bill,  though  not  in  a  decent  grave.^ 
And  though  we  must  again  commit  his  body  to  the 
tomb,  yet  our  breasts  shall  be  the  burying  spot  of 
bis  masonic  virtues,  and  there^* 

**  An  sdamsntine  raonunient  we*ll  rear, 

**  With  tliia  imcriptioD,**  Mafnry  «*Uei  hcse.**— 

In  public  life,  the  sole  object  of  his  ambition  was, 
to  acquire  the  conscience  of  virtuous  enterprizes; 
amor  patriot  was  the  spring  of  his  actions,  and  mens 
conscia  recti  was  his  guide.— And  on  this  security 
he  was,  on  every  occasion,  ready  to  sacrifice  his 
health,  his  interest,  and  his  ease,  to  the  sacred 
calls  of  his  country.  When  the  liberties  of  Ame- 
rica were  attacked,  he  appeared  an  early  champion 
in  the  contest:  and  though  his  knowledge  and 
abilities  would  have  insured  riches  and  preferment 
(could  he  have  stooped  to  prsstitution)  yet  he 
nobly  withstood  the  fascinating  charm,  tossed 
fortune  back  her  plume,  and  pursued  the  inflexible 
purpose  of  his  soul,  in  guiltless  competence. 

He  sought  not  the  airy  honors  of  a  name,  else 
many  of  those  publicationa  which,  in  the  early 
period  of  our  controversy,  served  to  open  the  minds 
of  the  people^  had  not  appeared  anonymous.    In 
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of  «nin«t  dinger,  hii  frilow  eWzen.  contempt  of  dwger,  fle.  to  the  field  of  b.Ule, 


flew  to  bim  Tor  advieeg  like  tbc  orator  of  Atlieni, 
he  f«»e  it  "id  diipelled  their  fetfi:— twice  dift 
tbey  call  bim  to  the  roitrun  to  comrricmoritc  tlip 
nuaaere  oftheir  brcthieoi  did  from  that  initance, 
*!•  penuMive  lan|viir=  ^  taught  them,  not  only 
the  dangeraua  tendencr>  but  the  actual  mi«cbicr, 
of  autioning  ■  military  farce  in'*  free  city,  in  a 
time  of  pe»ce.— Tbey  learnt  tbe  proRtable  leason, 
wd  penned  it  among  their  Kricvancea. 

But  hia  ^ilitiei  were  too  great.his  ikliberations 
too  much  wanted,  to  be  confined  to  the  limits  or  a 
■ingle  city,  and  *t  a  lime  when  our  liberties  were 
moet  critically  in  danger  from  the  aecret  machina- 
tion* and  open  aisaulti  of  our  enemies,  thii  town, 
to  their  tatting  honor,  elected  him  to  take  a  part 
fa  the  councils  of  the  atate. — \nd  with  what  f&ith- 
falneai  he  diiehatged  tbe  important  delegation, 
the  neglect  of  hit  pritate  eoneemi,  and  bis  un- 
veuied  attendtnce  on  that  hetruatment,  will  suf 
ScieotI/  leatify:  and  the  recordi  of  tint  virtuous 
•nembty  will  remain  the  tealimoniiU  «f  hia  ae- 
campliahmeotiaaastatearoan,  and  hit  integrity  and 
MTieea  aa  a  patriot,  through  all  poilerlly. 

Hie  coDgreia  of  our  colonj  could  not  observe  so 
»aeb  virtue  and  greatneaa  without  honoring  It  with 
tbe  higheat  mark;  of  their  firor;  and  by  the  Tree 
tofTngei  of  that  nncompted  body  of  freemen,  he 
vaa  aoon  called  to  preaide  in  the  aenate — where, 
by  hia  dailr  couniela  and  eiertiooa,  be  was  can- 
■(•■tly  promoting  the  great  cauae  off  rnerar  Ulttriy 
Bat  when  he  (bund  the  toala  of  oppression  were 
obitiaateir  bent  on  violeneet  when  he  found  tbe 
veogcanoe  of  tbe  Britiah  court  must  be  glutted 
with  blaodi  be  determloed,  that  what  he  could  noi 
affect  by  hia  eloqueitce  or  hi*  pen,  he  would 
briagtopurpoieby  hi*  sword.  And  on  tbe  memo> 
nUe  19th  of  April,  he  appeared  in  the  Iield  under 
tbe  aaitcd  diaractera  of  tbe  general,  the  soldier, 
and  the  pbptcian.  Here  he  waa  aeen  animating 
Ui  cmutrymen  to  battle,  and  fighting  by  tbeir 
^e^  aad  there  he  wa«  found  adminis'.erini;  hculing 
eomlbrta  to  the  wounded.  And  when  he  had  re- 
'  pelled  the  unprovoked  aiaaulta  of  tbe  enemy,  ani 
bad  driven  them  back  into  their  itrong-Iiold^,  like 
the  vlrtaoua  chief  of  Rome,  he  returned  to  thi 
aeoate.  aad  preaided|again  at  the  counciU  of  ibi 
fathos. 

^Then  the  vanquished  foe  had  ralliril  tlieir  dis 
erdered  army,  and  by  the  aequisilian   of  freili 
■trcBCth,  again  preanmed  to  light  agjinit  freei 
o«r  patriot,  ever  aniiou*  to  b«  wbere  he  couid  du 
tbe  meat  goodi  again  put  off  the  lenator,  and, 


where,  afVer  a  stem,  and  almul  victoriout  r 
tance,  ab'  too  soon  for  bta  country!  be  lealed  hi* 
principles  with  hi*  blood then— 

■■  Pnc4«ii  otn,  llwt  mnfi  conM  a«  HTt.'' 

Br>i  Vorm't  BUM  •mtu  cwick  Oh  mn.- 

Enricbal  indeed!  and  the  heigbta  of  CiarUilnm 

ibsll  be   more  memorable  for  thy  fall,  than   tbe 

/'faint  of  Abraham  are  fbr  that  of  the  hero  of  Bri- 

in.     Fit  while  lie  died  contending  for  a  single 

luntry,  fmi  fell  in  the  cause  of  virtue  and  man- 

k'md. 

Thegreatnett  of  hi*  aoul  shone  even  in  the  mo- 

^nt  of  deatfai  for,  if  fame  apeak*  true,  in  hi*  last 

agonies  be  net  the  insult*  «f  hia  barbaroua  fiia 

with  bis  wonted  magnanimity,  and  with  tbe  tm* 

ipirit  of  a  soldier,  frowned  at  their  impotence. 

In  fine,  to  complete  tbe  great  character — like 
HARRINGTON  he  wrote — likeClCERO  he  spoke 
HAMPDEN  he  Uved— and  like  WOLFE  be 
died. 

can  we,  my  countrymen,  with  indifferenca 
behold  so  much  valor  laid  prostrate  by  tbe  band 
of  Briiiih  tgrannyf  and  can  we  ever  grasp  that 
hand  in  affection  agunf  are  we  not  yet  convinced 
'that  be  who  hunts  the  woods  (or  prey,  the  naked 
ind  untutored  Indian,  ti  leas  a  savage  thin  the  ting 
if  BriiaiiP'  have  we  not  proofs,  wrote  In  blood, 
that  the  corrupted  nation,  from  whence  we  sprang, 
(though  there  may  be  some  traces  of  thrir  ancient 
virtue  left)  are  atubbomly  fiied  on  our  destruc- 
tion' and  shall  we  stilt  court  a  dependence  on  such 
a  state?  still  contend  for  a  connexion  with  those 
who  have  forfeited  not  only-  every  kindred  claim, 
but  even  their  title  to  humanityl  forbid  it  the  ipirit 
of  the  brave  MoimawaBTt  forbid  it  the  apirit  of 
immortal  WakBia!  forbid  it  tbe  fpirits  of  alt   our 
valiant  countrymen!  who  fought,  bled,  and   died 
for  far  different  purposes,  and  who  would  have 
ught  the   purchase  deir  iniUtd!  to  have     paid 
ir  livea  for  the  paltry  boon  of  displacing  one 
of  villains  in  po'ver,  to  make  way  fur  another. 
They  contended  for  the  establishment   of 
peace,  liberty,  and  safely  to  their  country:  and  we 
unworthy  to  be  called  their  countrymen,  if  we 
stop  at  any  acquisition  abort  of  this. 

Now  ia  the  happy  aeason,  to  seize  again  those 
rights,  which,  a*  me:i,  we  are  by  nature  entitled 
to,  and  which,  by  contract,  we  never  have  and 
never  could  have  surrendered' — but  which  have 
been  repeatedly  and  violently  attacked  by  the  king, 
lardr  and  camimtu  a/ Britaio.  Ought  we  not  then 
to  disclaim  forever,  tbe  forfeited  affinityt  and  by  a 
timely  amputation  of  that  rottea  limb  of  tbe  em< 
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pire,  prerent  the  mortifieation  of  the  whole?  oagUi  i     Whoever  compares  our  present  with  our  former 
we  not  to  Uitea  to  the  Tolee  of  our  sUaghtered  'constitution,  will  find  abundant  reason  to  rejoice 


brethren,  who  are  now  proclaiming  aloud  to  their 

country — 

Go  tell  the  kiof  .  aad  tdl  Ma  firom  our  tpiritt. 

That  you  snd  Britons  eaa  be  fViendt  no  nore; 

Tell  him,  to  you  all  tyrants  are  the  same; 

Or  if  in  bonds,  the  never  eon^aer'd  soul 

Can  feel  a  pans«  more  keen  than  sfai«ery*s  self, 

*Tis  where  the  chains  that  crush  you  into  dost, 

Are  fors*d  by  hands,  from  which  yoo  hop*d  for  ftcedon. 

Yes,  we  ought,  and  will — we  will  assert  the 
blood  of  our  murdered  hero  against  thy  hostile 
oppressions,  O  shameless  Britain!  and  when  **lhy 
cloud-capped  towers,  thy  gorgeous  palaces"  shall, 
by  the  teeth  of  pride  and  folly,  be  levelled  with 
the  dust— and  when  thy  glory  shall  have  faded  like 
the  western  sunbeam— the  name  and  the  virtuet  of 
WARREK  shall  remain  immortal. 


Judge  Jay^s  Charge. 

TbI  CHAmOl  DlLlVBRaD  BY  j0H!t  JaT,  ESQ.-  CHISF  JUS- 
TICS  OF  TBS  8TATB  OF  NsW  YOHK,  TO  THE  UBAHD 
JCBY  OF  TBB  SUPRSMr  COCRT»  UELD  AT  KlVGSTOH, 

w  Ulsteb  cuumtt,  SiiFT.  9, 1777. 
Jldvertitement.  ThefoUo-mng  charge  wa»  gii^en  at 
a  time  vhen  the  attembly  and  senate  were  conven- 
ing, and  the  tohole  tyoten  of  government ,  totabUth- 
ed  by  the  conttitution^  about  being  put  in  motion-- 
The  grand  inqnett  toot  compooed  of  the  most  re- 
apectable  chavactere  in  the  county,  and  no  lett  than 
ttoenty-tioo  oftliem  attended  and  -were  rmorn. 

GiBTtiMEB- It  affords  me  very  sensible  plea- 
sure to  congratulate  you  on  the  dawn  of  that  free, 
mild  and  equal  government,  which  now  begins  to 


in  the  exchange,  and  readily  admit,  that  all  the 
calamities,  incident  to  this  war,  will  be  amply  com- 
pensated by  the  many  blessings  flowing  from  this 
glorious  revolution.  A  revolution  which,  in  the 
whole  course  of  its  rise  and  progress,  ig  distin- 
guished by  so  many  marks  of  the  Divine  favor  and 
interposition,  that  no  doubt  can  remain  of  its  being 
finally  accomplished. 

It  was  begun,  and  has  been  supported,  in  a  man- 
ner so  singular,  and  I  may  say,  miraculous,  that 
w*ien  future  ages  shall  read  its  history,  they  will 
be  templed  to  consider  great  part  of  it  as  fabu- 
lous.   What,  among  other  things,  can  appear  more 
unworthy  of  credit,  than  that  in  an  enlightened 
age,  in  a  civilized  and  Christian  country,  in  a  na- 
tion so  celebrated  for  humanity,  as  well  as  love  of 
liberty  and  justice,  as  the  English  once  justly  were, 
a  prince  should  arise,  who,  by  the  influence  of  cor- 
ruption alone,  should  be  «ble  to  seduce  them  into 
a  combination,  to  reduce  three  millions  of  his  most 
loyal  and  aflectionate  subjects,  to  absolute  slavery » 
under  pretence  of  aright,  appertaining  to  God 
alone,  of  binding  them  in  all  cases  whatever,  not 
even  excepting  cases  of  conscience   and  religion? 
What  can  appear  more  improbable,  although  true, 
than  that  this  prince,  and  this  people,  should  ob- 
stinately stesi  their  hearts,  and  shut  their  ears, 
against  the  most  humble  petitions  and  aflectionate 


rise  and  break  from  amidst  those  clouds  of  anar- 
chy, confusion  and  licentiousness,  which  the  arbi- 1  remonstrances;  and  unjustly  determine,  by  violence 


trary  and  violent  domination  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  had  spread,  in  greatar  or  less  degrees, 
throughout  this  and  the  other  American  states. 
And  it  gives  me  particular  satisfaction  to  remark, 
that  the  first  fruits  of  our  excellent  constitution 
appear  in  a  part  of  tliis  state,  whose  inhabitants 
have  distinguished  themselves,  by  having  unani- 
mously endeavored  to  deserve  them. 

This  is  one  of  those  signal  instances,  in  which 
Divine  Providence  has  made  the  tyranny  of  princes 
instrumental  in  breaking  the  chains  of  their  sub- 
jects; and  rendered  the  most  inhuman  designs, 
productive  of  the  best  consequences,  to  those 
against  whom  they  were  intended. 

The  infatuated  sovereign  of  Britain,  forgetful 
that  kings  were  the  servants,  not  the  proprietors, 
and  ought  to  be  the  fathers,  not  the  incendiaries 
of  tlieir  people,  hath,  by  destroying  our  former  con- 
stitutions, enabled  us  to  erect  more  eligible  sys- 
tems of  government  on  their  ruins;  and,  by  unwar- 
rantable attempts,  to  bind  i/«,  in  all  cotes  whatever, 
has  reduced  us  to  the  happy  necessity  of  being/n;r 
from  his  control  in  any. 


and  force,  to  execute  designs  which  were  repro* 
bated  by  every  principle  of  humanity,  equity,  gra- 
titude and  policy — designs  which  would  have  been 
execrable,  if  intended  against  savages  and  enemies, 
and  yet  formed  against  men  descended  from  the 
same  common  ancestors  with  themselves;  men, 
who  had  liberally  contributed  to  their  support,  and 
cheerfully  fought  their  battles,  even  in  remote 
and  baleful  climates?  Will  it  not  appear  extraor- 
dinary, that  thirteen  colonies,  the  object  of  their 
wicked  designs,  divided  by  variety  of  governments 
and  manners,  should  immediately  become  one  peo- 
ple, and  though  without  funds,  without  magazines, 
wiihout  disciplined  troops,  in  the  face  of  their 
enemies,  unanimously  determine  to  be  free;  and, 
undaunted  by  the  power  of  Britain,  refer  their 
cause  to  the  justice  of  the  Almighty,  and  resolve 
to  repel  force  by  force?  Thereby  presenting  to  the 
world  an  illustrious  example  of  mag^nimity  and 
virtue  scarcely  to  be  paralleled.  Will  it  not  be  mat- 
ter of  doubt  and  wonder,  that,  notwithstanding 
these  diflicKliies,  they  should  raise  armies,  estab- 
lish  fuuds^  caiTy  on  commerce,  grow  rich  by  the 
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spoils  of  tbdr  enemies,  and  bid  defiance  to  the 
armiei  of  Britain,  the  mercenaries  of  Germany  and 
the  savages  of  the  wilder reaa?— But,  however  in- 
credible these  things  may  in  future  appear,  we 
know  Uiem  to  be  true,  and  we  should  always  re- 
member, that  the  many  remarkable  and  uneipect. 
ed  means  and  events,  by  which  our  wants  have  been 
sapplied,  and  our  enemies  repelled  or  restrained, 
are  such  strong  and  striking  prooft  of  the  interposi- 
tion of  heaven,  that  our  having  been  hitherto  deli- 
vered from  the  threatened  bondage  of  Britain, 
ought,  like  the  emancipation  of  the  Jews  from 
Egyptian  servitude,  to  be  forever  ascribed  to  its 
ttme  catiMf,  and  instead  of  swelling  our  breasts  with 
Arrogant  ideas  of  our  prowess  and   importance, 
kindle  in  them  t  flame  of  gratitude  and  piety, 
which  may  consume  all  remains  of  vice  and  irreli- 
gion. 

Blessed  be  God!  the  time  will  now  never  arrive 
when  the  prince  6f  a  country,  in  another  quarter  of 
the  globe,  will  command  your  obedience  and  hold 
you  in  vassalage.  His  consent  has  ceased  to  be 
iHscesssry  to  enable  you  to  enact  laws  essential  to 
to  your  welfare;  nor  will  you,  in  future,  be  sub- 
ject to  the  iiBperious  sway  of  rulers,  instructed  to 
sacrifice  your  happiness,  whenever  it  might  be  in- 
consistent with  the  ambitious  views  of  their  royal 
master. 


legislative,  executive  and  judicial  powers  of  go« 
vemment,  as  to  promise  permanence  to  the  consti- 
tution, and  give  energy  and  impartiality  to  the 
distribution  of  justice.    So  that,  while  you  possess 
wisdom  to  discern  and  virtue  to  appoint  men  of 
worth  and  abilities  to  fill  the  offices  of  the  state, 
you  will  be  happy  at  home  and  respectable  abroad 
—Your  life,  your  liberties,  your  property,  will  be 
at  the  disposal  only  of  your  Creator  and  your- 
selves.   You  will  know  no  power  but  such  as  you 
will  create;  no  authority  unless  derived  from  your 
grant;  no  laws,  but  such  as  acquire  all  their  oblige, 
tion  from  your  consent. 

Adequate  security  is  also  given  to  the  rights  of 
conscience  and  private  judgment  They  are,  by 
nature,  subject  to  no  control  but  that  of  the  Deity 
and  in  that  free  situation  they  are  now  left.  Every 
man  is  permitted  to  consider,  to  adore  and  to  wor- 
ship his  Creator  in  the  manner  most  agreeable  to 
his  conscience.  No  opinions  are  dictated;  no  rules 
of  faith  prescribed;  no  preference  given  to  one  sect 
to  the  prejudice  of  others.— The  constitution,  how- 
ever,  has  wisely  declared,  that  the  "liberty  of  con- 
science,  thereby  granted,  shall  not  be  so  construed 
as  to  excuse  sets  of  licentiousness,  or  justify  prac- 
tices inconsistent  with  the  peace  or  safety  of  this 
state."    In  a  word,  the  convention,  by  whom  that 


constitution  was  formed,  were  of  opinion,  that  the 

^      .        .               .V    c    4          I       u       V        *^"*'**^  ^^  CaaisT,  like  the  ark  of  God.  would  not' 
The  Americans  are  the  first  people  whom  hca-  r^n  ,k^..«k ^      .  j  u    .^ 

..*      *     rj  lu      .•     M*"»  ^ho"ffl>  unsupported  by  the  arm  of  flesh;  and 
vcn  has  favored  with  an  opportunity  of  deliberating  u^^^^  ««„i  j  ••  u^  *  u-    i  •*  ._         .  . 

*^*^  -^  ^  nappy  would  it  be  for  mankind,  if  that  opinion  pre- 

vailed  more  generally. 

But  let  it  be  remembered,  that  whatever  marks 
of  wisdom,  experience  and  patriotism  there  may  be 
in  your  constitution,  yet,  like  the  beautiful' sym- 


upon,  and  choosing  the  forms  of  government  under 
which  they  should  live; — all  other  constitutions 
Jiave  derived  their  existence  from  violence  or  acci- 
dental sircumstances,  and  are  therefore  probably 
more  distant  from  their  perfection,  which,  though 


beyond  our  reach,  may  nevertheless  be  approached,  ™*^7'        ^"*^  Proportions,  and  elegant  forms  of 

our  first  parent,  before  their  maker  breathed  into 


under  the  guidan«;e  of  reason  and  experience. 

How  far  the  people  of  this  state  have  improved 
this  opportunity,  we  are  at  no  loss  to  determine.-^ 
Their  constitution  has  given  general  satisfaction  at 
hoae,  and  been  not  only  approved,  but  applauded 
sbrosd«  li  would  be  a  pleasing  task  to  take  a  mi- 
nute view  of  it,  to  investigate  its  principles,  and 
remark  the  connection  and  use  of  its  several  parts 
—but  that  would  be  a  work  of  too  great  length  to 
be  proper  on  this  occasion.  I  must  therefore  con- 
fine myself  to  general  observations;  and  among 
tfMM  which  nfttnirally  arise  from  a  consideration  of 
ti^  ayhjeetaJioiif  are  more  obvious,  than  that  the 
lu|A»Cil  Mipcct  kts  been  paid  to  those  great  and 
^qfm^^  rIpiCs  ti  h^flsan  natif|c,  which  should  for- 
ever reiiaif  i^ioldle  in  every  society— and  that 


«uch  care  hum  been  taken  in  the  disposition  of  xht*  Uitm 


them  the  breath  of  life,  it  is  yet  to  be  animated, 
and  Ull  then,  may  indeed  excite  admiration,  but 
will  be  of  no  use— From  the  people  it  must  re- 
Cfive  its  spirit,  and  by  them  be  quickened.  Let 
virtue,  honor,  the  love  of  liberty  and  of  science  be, 
and  remain,  the  soul  of  this  constitution,  and  it 
will  become  the  source  of  great  and  extensive  hap. 
piness  to  this  and  future  generations.  Vice,  igno- 
ranee,  and  want  of  vigilance,  will  be  the  only  ene- 
mies able  to  destroy  it.  Against  these  provide, 
and,  of  these,  be  forever  jealous.  Every  member 
of  the  state,  ought  dUigently  to  read  and  study 
the  constitution  of  his  country,  and  teach  the  rising 
generation  to  be  free.  By  knowing  their  rights, 
they  will  sooner  perceive  when  they  are  violated,' 
and  be  the  better  prepared  to  defend  and  assert 
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I ,  I  ■■  iif 


Thify  gentlemeD,  is  the  first  court  held  under 
the  authority  of  our  constitutioD«  and  I  hope  its 
proceedings  will  he  suoh^  as  to  merit  the  appro- 
batbn  of  the  friends,  and  avoid  giving  cause  of 
censure  to  the  enemies  of  the  present  establish- 
ment. 

It  is  proper  to  observe,  that  no  person  in  this 
state,  however  exalted, or  low  his  rank,  however 
dignified  or  humble  his  station,  but  has  a  right  to 
the  protection  of,  and  is  amenable  to  the  laws  of 
the  land;  and  that  if  those  laws  be  wisely  made 
and  duly  executed,  innocence  will  be  defended, 
oppression  punished,  and  vice  restrained.  Hence 
it  becomes  the  common  duty,  and  indeed  the  com 
noB  interest,  of  every  subject  of  the  state,  and 
particularly  of  those  concerned  in  the  distribution 
of  justice,  to  unite  in  repressing  the  licentious,  in 
supporting  the  laws,  and  thereby  diffusing  the  bles- 
sings of  peace,  security,  order  and  good  govern- 
ment, through  all  degrees  and  ranks  of  men  among 
us. 

I  presume  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  remind  you, 
that  neither  fear,  favor,  resentment,  or  other  perso- 
nal and  partial  considerations,  should  influence 
your  conduct  Calm,  deliberate  reason,  candor, 
moderation,  a  dispassionate,  and  yet  a  determined 
reeolution  to  do  your  duty,  will,  I  am  persuaded, 
be  the  principles  by  which  you  will  be  directed. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  observe,  that  all  offences 
committed  in  this  county  against  the  peace  of  the 
people  of  this  state,  from  treason  to  trespass,  are 
proper  objects  of  your  attention  and  enquiry. 

You  will  pay  particular  attention  to  the  practice 
of  counterfeiting  the  bills  of  credit,  enutted  by  the 
general  cobobiss,  or  other  of  the  Abxbioab  statbb, 
and  of  knowingly  passing  such  counterfeits.  Prac- 
tices no  less  criminal  in  themselves,  than  injurious 
to  the  interest  of  that  gr  At  «ause,  on  the  success 
of  which  the  happiness  of  Ambbica  so  essentially 
depends. 


Dr.  Ramsay's  Oration. 

Ajr  OBATiOB  OB  tbb  asvabtaobs  op  axbbicab  ibbb- 

YBBBBBOB,  SPOKBB  BKVOBB  A  PUBUO  ASSSXBLT  07 
TBB  IBBABITABTS  OT  CBAB^BSTOWB,  IB  SOUTB- 
CABOUBA,  OB  TBB  SXCOBD    ABBIVBBSABT  07  TBAT 

oLOBioirs  mA, 

BY  DAVID  RAMSAY,  M.  B. 

MUgmis  ab  intcfro  weakram  naiciMr  ordo*^ 
Jam  iv4it  tt  Vivgo,  rcdeuM  tatornia  refoa: 
IMOgeuiea,  ccelo  dimUUtur  altOi 


Hak  ego  oec  mttM  tcmi,  nee  ta«|Kini  poM: 
Impmum  nne  fine  ddU.  FirgtU 

T9  fftf  h»norable  CHRISTOPHER  GADSDEK,  esq. 

iJMltBani  governor  oftha  a$aie  •/  S^uth-CaroUna; 


•who,fearle»9  of  danger ^  undaunted  by  opptitimm, 
umnjluenced  by  the  hope  ofrewordf  in  tlte  worot  qf 
timetp  hat  otood  among  the  foremoot^  an  earbf^ 
active,  sealotu,  dieintereoted  champion,  in  the  cauee 
of  American  Uberty  and  independence-^the  foUtiW' 
iug  oration,  originally  drawn  up  at  hie  requeet,  i§ 
retpect/uUy  inecribed  by  hi»  humble  eervant  tke 
author, 

Friende  and  /<r^2ov.dfizmf— Impressed  with  the 
deepest  sense  of  my  insufficiency,  I  rise  to  addreso 
you  with  peculiar  diffidence.  When  I  consider 
the  knowledge  and  eloquence  necessary  to  d«s^ 
play  the  glorious  prospects  which  independence 
opens  to  this  continent,  I  am  stung  with  a  degree 
of  self-reproach  for  undertaking  the  impdrtant 
task.  But  your  known  attachment  to  the  cause 
of  America  encourages  me  to  hope,  that  you  will 
receive  with  indulgence,  a  well  intended  exertion 
to  promote  her  welfAre;  and  emboldens  me  to  cast 
myself  on  that  candor,  which  looks  with  kindnesa 
on  the  feeblest  efforts  of  an  honest  mind. 

We  are  now  celebrating  the  anniversary  of  our 
emancipation  from  British  tyranny;  an  event  that 
will  constitute  an  illustrious  xra  in  the  history  of 
the  world,  and  which  promises  an  extension  of  all 
those  blessing;!  to  our  country,  for  which  we  would 
choose  to  live,  or  dare  to  die. 

Our  present  form  of  government  is  every  way 
preferable  to  the  royal  one  we  have  lately  renounc- 
ed. It  is  much  more  favorable  to  purity  of  morals, 
and  better  calculated  to  promote  all  our  important 
interests.  Honesty,  plain-dealing,  and  simple  man- 
ners, were  never  made  the  patterns  of  courtly  be- 
havior. Artificial  manners  always  prevail  in  kingly 
governments;  and  royal  courts  are  reservoirs,  from 
whence  insincerity,  hypocrisy,  dissimulation,  pride, 
luxury,  and  extravagance,  deluge  and  overwhelm 
the  body  of  the  people.  Oh  the  other  hand,  re-  * 
publics  are  fitvorable  to  truth,  sincerity,  frugality, 
industry,  and  simplicity  of  manners.  Equality,  the 
life  and  soul  of  commonwealth,  cuts  off  all  pre> 
tensions  to  preferment,  but  those  which  arise  from 
extraordinary  merit:  ^Vhereas,  in  royal  govern- 
menta,  he  that  can  best  please  his  superiors,  b/the 
low  arts  of  fawning  and  adulation,  is  most  likely  to 
obtain  favor. 

It  was  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to  encourage 
our  dissipation  and  extravagance,  for  the  two-fold 
purpose  of  increasing  the  eale  of  her  manufactures,  jnd 
of  perpetuating  our  subordination.  In  vain  we  aouglii 
to  check  the  growth  of  luxury,  by  sumptuary  lawv^ 
every  wholesome  resttmint  of  this  kind  was  sure 
CO  meet  with  the  royal  negaiive.  \Vhile  the  whole 
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furce  of  example  was  employed  to  induce  us  to 
copy  the  dissipated  manners  of  the  country  from 
which  we  sprung.  If,  therefore,  we  had  continued 
dependent,  our  frugiility,  industry,  and  simplicity 
of  manners^  would  have  been  lost  in  an  imitation 
of  British  extravagance,  idleness,  and  false  refine- 
ments. 

How  much  more  happy  is  our  present  situation, 
vhen  necessity,  co-operating  with  th?  love  of  our 
country,  compels  us  to  adopt  both  public  and 
private  economy?  Many  are  now  industriously 
clothing  themselves  and  their  families  in  sober 
home-spun,  who,  had  we  remained  dependent, 
would  have  been  spending  their  time  in  idleness, 
ind  strutting  in  the  costly  robes  of  British  gaiety. 

The  arts  and  sciences,  which  languished  under 
tlie  low  prospects  of  subjection,  will  now  raise 
their  drooping  heads,  and  spread  fur  and  wide,  till 
they  have  reached  the  remotest  parts  of  Uiis 
untutored  continent.  It  is  the  happiness  of  our 
present  constitution,  that  all  ofRces  lie  open  to 
men  of  merit,  of  whatever  rank  or  condition;  and 


on  to  determine  on  peace  and  v-ar,  treaies  hud 
negociations  with  foreign  state. s,  and  other  sub- 
jects interesting  to  the  peace,  liberty,  sovereignty, 
and  independence  of  a  wide  extended  empire.  No 
wonder  that  so  little  attention  has  been  paid  to 
learning;  for  ignorance  was  better  than  knowledge, 
while  our  abject  and  humiliating  condition  so 
effectually  tended  to  crush  the  exertions  of  the 
human  mind,  and  to  extinguish  a  generous  ardor 
for  literary  pre-emienoe. 

The  timet  in  which  we  live,  and  the  govern- 
ments we  have  lately  adopted,  all  conspire  to  fan 
the  sparks  of  genius  in  every  breast,  and  kindle 
them  iato  flame.  When,  like  children,  we  were 
under  the  guardianship  of  a  foreign  power,  our 
limited  attention  was  naturally  engrossed  by 
agriculture,  or  directed  to  the  low  pursuit  of 
wealth.  In  thia  state,  the  powers  of  the  soul, 
benumbed  with  ease  and  indolence,  sunk  us  into 
sloth  and  effeminacy.  Hardships^  dangers,  and 
proper  opportunities  give  scope  to  active  virtues, 
and  rouse  the  mind  to  such  vigorous  exertions. 


,      .    ,,  ,     ^.      as  command  the  aiimiration   of  an  applaud ine: 
that  even  the  reins  of  state  may  be  held  by  !««„.,„  .        .      -.,    ,    ,  ,      .  »     . 

^    c   .-f.-     >orld.    Rome,  when  she  filled  the  earth  with  the 
son  of  the  poorest  man,  if  possessed  of  abilities  | 

equal  to  the  important  station.    We  are  no  more 


[terror  of  her  arms,  sometimes  called  her  generals 
from  the  plough:  In  like  manner,  the  great  want 
of  proper  persons  to  fill  high  stations,  has  drawn 
from  obscurity  many  illustrious  characters,  which 
will  dazzle  the  world  with  the  splendor  of  their 
names.  The  necessities  of  our  country  require 
the  utmost  exertions  of  all  our  powers;  from  which 
vigorous,  united  efforts,  much  more  improvement 
of  the  human  mind  is  to  be  expected,  than  if  we  had 
remained  in  a  torpid  state  of  dependence. 

Eloquence  is  the  child  of  a  free  state.    In  this 


to  look  up  for  the  blessings  of  government  to 
hungry  courtiers,  or  the  needy  dependents  of  Bri- 
tish nobility;  but  must  educate  our  own  children 
for  tlieae  exalted  purposes.  When  subjects,  we 
had  scarce  any  other  share  in  government,  but  to 
obey  the  arbitrary  mandates  of  a  British  parlia- 
ment: But  honor,  with  her  dazzling  pomp,  interest, 
ik-ith  her  golden  lure,  and  patriotism,  with  her 
heart-felt  satisfaction,  jointly  call  upon  us  now  to 
qualify  ourselves  and  posterity  for  tl>e  bench,  the 
army,  the  navy,  the  learned  professions,  and  all] form  of  government,  as  public  measures  are  de- 


the  departments  of  civil  government.  The  inde- 
pendence of  our  country  holds  forth  such  generous 
encouragement  to  youth,  as  cannot  fail  of  making 
many  of  them  despise  the  syren  calls  gf  luxury  and 
mirth,  and  pursue  heaven-bom  wisdom  with  un- 
wearied application.  A  few  years  will  now  pro- 
duce a  much  greater  number  of  men  of  learning 


termined  by  a  majority  of  votes,  arguments  en- 
forced by  the  arts  of  persuasion,  must  evermore 
be  crowned  with  success:  The  rising  patriot, 
therefore,  who  wishes  the  happiness  of  his  coun- 
try, will  cultivate  the  art  of  pubUc  speaking.  In 
royal  governments,  where  the  will  oi  one  or  a  few 
has  the  direction  of  public  measures,  tlie  orator 


and  abilities,  than  we  could  have  expected  for  .  may  harangue,  but  most  probably  will  reup  pro- 


ages  in  our  boyish  state  of  minority,  guided  by  the 
leading  strings  of  a  parent  country. 

How  irilling  the  objects  of  deliberation  that 
came  before  our  former  legislative  assemblies, 
comnjred  with  llie  great  and  important  matters, 
on  which  they  ir.ust  now  clecidt!  They  might 
then,  vi:h  the  Itav'  of  the  ki'itr^  his  governors  and 
cnisncils,  muke  Uws  fcbout  yoking  hf-i-r^  brmuUng 
■M.'/'c,  or  inaL'in^  rire:  b'.i*.  tl.ry  urt-  Uv**'  rjillf  d  up. 


secution  and  imprisonment,  as  the  fruit  of  Ms 
labor:  Whereas,  in  our  present  happy  system,  the 
poorest  school  boy  may  prosecute  his  studies  with 
increasing  ardor,  from  the  prospect,  that  in  a  few 
yers  he  may,  by  his  improved  abilities,  direct  the 
determinations  of  public  bodies,  on  subjects  of  the 
moht  stupendous  consequence. 

Thus  might  1  go  through  the  whole  circle  of  the 
arts  and  scienc<'!<,  and  shew  that  while  we  remain- 
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Iwiasted  act  ofnavtj^ition  was  not  intended  for  our 
advantage,  nor  for  the  advantag^c  of  the  whole  em- 
pire; but  was  a  f^Iaring  monument  of  the  all  grasping 
nature  of  unllmitetl  power.  To  enumerate  all  the 
ungenero'.i)  restrictions  imposed  by  the  British  go 
venment  on  American  commerce,  would  be  an 
outrige  on  pitienee.  Time  only  will  unfold  the 
whole  of  thii  mystery  of  iniquity.  A  few  years 
experience  will  shew  such  an  amazing  diflTerence 
between  tb«  fettered  trade  of  the  British  colonies, 
and  the  estenaive  commerce  of  the  free,  inde- 
pendent states  of  Americ-i,  as  will  cause  us  to 
stand  amaz-id,  that  we  so  long  and  so  patiently 
submitted  to  so  many  and  sucii  cruel  restrictions. 
Ill  one  worilj  so  \on^  as  we  remained  dependent, 
'  the  commerce  of  this  great  continent  would  have 
bec;i  sacrificed  to  the  interest  of  a  sclfuh  European 
i»Und. 

Carolin:i  had  parliculir  reason  to  wish  for  the 
free  tradtf  of  indepcmlencr.*  The  whole  island  of 
Oreit  Urit:iin  iful  not  annnally  consume  more  than 
5J'J3  barrels  uf  her  stiplo  community,  rice,  and 
yet  it  was  an  enumerated  article.  The  charge  on 
unloading^  reloading,  and  shifting  every  cask,  owing 
to  this  enumeration,  was  immense,  though  it  served 
no  other  purpose,  but  to  proc<ire  jobs  for  British 
coopers  and  wharfingers.  So  little  regard  was  had 
to  our  interest,  while  dependent,  that  this  enumera- 
tion was  obtained  by  the  instigation  of  a  captain 
Cole:  Several  vessels  coming  from  England  be- 
fore him,  and  purchasing  rice  for  Portugal,  pre- 
vented the  aforesaid  captain  of  a  loading;  lie  re* 
tuntfed,  and  in  resentment  said,  carrying  rice  to 
Forlugtl  wai  a  prejudice  to  the  trade  of  England: 
Ami  on  this  single  initance,  so  ill  founded  and  sup- 
ported, rice  became  an  enumerated  article. j-  How 
could  our  trade  flourish,  or  our  produce  bring  its 
full  Talae,  while  restricted  by  a  legislature  to 
regardless  of  our  interest,  that  a  petty  captain,  to 
secure  himself  a  cargo,  could  prevent  our  9taple 
from  being  sent  directly  to  a  foreign  market? 

Union  with  Great  Britain  confined  us  to  the 
consumption  of  her  manufactures,  and  restrained 


us  from  supplying  our  wants  by  tlie  improvemeot 
of  those  articles  which  the  bounty  of  Heaven  had 
bestowed  on  our  country.  So  numerous  were  the 
inhabiunts  of  some  provinces,  that  they  could  not 
all  find  employment  in  cultivating  the  earth;  mod 
yet  a  single  hat,  manufactured  in  one  colonjp  mod 
exported  for  sale  to  another,  forfeited  both  yesael 
and  cargo.  The  same  penalties  were  inflicted  for 
transporting  wool  from  orie  to  another.  Acta  of  par- 
liament have  been  made  to  prahibit  the  erection  of 
slitting  mills  in  America.  Thus  did  British  tyranny 
exert  her  power,  to  make  us  a  needy  and  dependent 
people,  obliged  to  go  to  her  market,  and  to  buy  at 
her  pricei;  and  all  this  at  a  time  when,  by  her 
exclusive  trade,  she  ftsed  her  own  prices  on  our 
commodities. 

How  widely  different  is  our  present  situation? 
The  glorious  fourth  of  July,  MDCCLXXVI.  re- 
pealed all  these  cruel  restrictions,  and  holds  forth 
generous  prices,  and  public  premiums,  for  our 
encouragement  in  the  erection  of  all  kinds  of  manu. 
factures. 

We  are  the  first  people  in  the  world  who  hare 
had  it  in  their  power  to  choose  their  own  form  of 
government.     Constitutions  were  forced  on  all 
other  nations,  by  the  will  of  their  conquerorii  or* 
they  were  formed  by  accident,  caprice,  or  the.  over- 
bearing influence  of  prevailing  parties  or  particular 
persons:    But,  happily  for  us,  the  bands  of  British 
government  were  dissolved  at  a  time  when  no  rank 
above  that  of  freemen  existed  among  us,  and  when 
we  were  in  a  capacity  to  choose  for  ouraelvea 
among  the  various  forms  of  government,  and  to 
adopt  that  which  beat  suited  our  country  and  peo- 
pie.    Our  deliberations,  on  this  occasion,  were  not 
directed  by  the  over-grown  authority  of  a  conquer* 
ing  genera],  or  the  ambition  of  an  aspiring  nobility, 
but  by  the  pole-ctar  of  public  good,  inducing  us 
to  prefer  tho«e  forms  that  would  most  effectually 
secure  the  greatest  portion  of  political  happiness 
to  the  (greatest  number  of  people.    We  had  the 
example  of  all  ages  for  our  instruction,  and  many 
among  us  were  well  acquainted  with  the  causes  of 
prosperity  and  misery  in  other  governments. 

In  times  of  public  tranquility,  the  mighty  have 


*;n)e  tobacco  colonies  were  also  great  losers  by 
the  Brit  is!  I  monopoly  of  trade.    The  duties  on  their , 
staple,  amounted  to  more  than  half  the  first  cost,  i^^^n  too  apt  to  encroach  on  the  rights  of  the  many: 


TdbaCGO,  exported  from  HriUin,  sold  in  European 
markets  for  more  than  double  the  sum  the  Ameri- 
can planter  received  for  it.— If  it  should  become 
a  custom  in  the  United  States,  to  celebrate  the 
anniversary  of  independence  with  an  annual  oration, 
it  ii  hoped  that  rome  citiecn  of  Virginia  or  Mary- 
land,  wiil  plac«  the  selfish  restrictions  on  the  ex- 
IMjrtation  of  this  valuable  commouily,  in  a  proper 
li.»rht. 

Tf  ;cc  en  Trade,  page  21» 


But  it  is  the  great  happiness  of  America,  thst  her 
independent  constitutions  were  agreed  upon  by 
common  consent,  at  a  time  when  her  leading  men 
needed  the  utmost  support  of  the  multitude,  and 
therefore  could  have  no  other  object  in  view,  but 
the  formation  of  such  constitutions  as  would  best 
suit  the  people  at  large,  and  unite  them  most 
heartily  in  repelling  common  dangers.. 
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itibc  Birength  of  >  ptopleconiiBU  h  tiwir  Mm- 
tot,  oUf  Bfpiwte  siiiiM,  jenaible  of  tbrir  wcak- 
■amnrre  aciu»lly  eicileil  byself-imerest  tolbrni 
iKh  ft«  govcrnmf  nti,  as  would  eneounga  the 
{Nttot  inB'jx  of  inhabilanta.  In  thii  mMmer,  in 
(MliOon  bu  vittiully  la^en  pl>ee  in  all  the 
TbiKMn  stitM,  each  conienditig  with  the  otben, 
iho  ihould  form  the  lree«i  conoutmion.  Tbiu 
'mdrptrnjence  hxa  been  the  fruitful  psrent  of  go- 
WHamt*  foriaeit  on  equal  principles,  more  favori- 
Uet»tbe  liberty  and  bappineii  of  the  governed, 
dm  any  that  hare  yet  been  recorded  in  the  anoab 
tfbUtory. 

Wbik  tre  were  dependent  on  Britain,  our  fret- 
dam  wai  out  of  the  queationi  for  what  is  a  frei 
itale,  but  one  that  ii  gorerned  by  iti  own  wlUi 
nbat  abadow  of  liberty  then  could  we  poHCM 
vhta  the  tingle  NO  of «  king,  3000  mUea  diaunt, 
m  jufficient  1o  repeal  any  of  our  laws,  however 
uefiil  »nd  saluUrji  and  when  vte  were  to  be  bound 
in  ill  cues  wIislBoever  by  men,  in  whoie  Klcciion 
we  had  no  vote,  who  had  an  intereat  opposed  to 
ten,  and  over  whom  we  had  no  eonirul?  Tin 
vitof  maa  could  nut  pwiibly  deviae  any  mode 
Ikit  would  unite  the  freedom  of  America  with 
Btitiin'acliinsorunltmiiedaupKnucy,  We  were 
Ihmtbre  reduced  to  tlie  iltcrnative  of  liberty  and 
JBdependeoce,  or  slavery  and  union.  We  wisely 
ckoM  to  cut  the  GarilinQ  knot,  which  tied  old 
Britain  to  the  new,  and  lo  assume  our  Independent 
ItttioD  amonj;  the  empires  of  the  world.  Britain, 
kid  ile  honesliy  intendid  it,  waa  incapable  of 
(tlcroing  us  for  the  great  purpoiea  of  p)vem- 
■cat.  Our  great  dUtaoce,  and  other  local  cir. 
ciuiiitances,  made  it  impoMible  for  her  to  be 
nficiently  ac<iuainted  with  our  aitui 
nat*.  But,  admitting  it  ivas  in  her  power,  we  had 
Mieaion  to  expect  that  ihe  would  hold  the 
Af favtmment  Jor  any  other  end  hut  ber  own  ad- 
*)iitage.  Human  nature  ii  too  lelilib,  too  am- 
kitiMU,  for  u*  to  expect,  that  one  country  will 
tntm  another,  for  any  but  interMted  purpoiea. 
To  obtain  the  talutary  enda  of  favernment,  we 
Bust  blend  the  intereata  of  the  people  and  their 
tulerii  or  die,  Ibe  former  will  infallibly  be  lacri 
lieed  to  the  Utter.  Hence,  the  absurdity  of  our 
(xpecling  security,  liberty  and  lafely,  while  v 
were  subjects  nf  a  state  a  thoiuand  leiguci  diitan 

Connection  with  Britain  involved  us  in  all   In 
quirreUi  and  auch  is  the  Buctuating  state  of  her 
politics,  that  we  coiild  not  long  expect  a  political 
cilm.     In   vain  did  the  Allintie  ocean  interpose; 
br,by  our  unnaturAl  union,  we  were  necessarily 


dragged  into  every  war,  whieh  her  pride  Or  ambi. 
ion  might  ooeaiiun.  Besides,  as  she  eonsidered 
the  colonies  as  her  property,  whW  »m  to  hinder 
her  fhim  ceding  any  or  all  of  them  to  Ihe  different 
I::uropein  sutei.  I'hui,  while  we  had  no  inde> 
pendent  ^vernment  of  our  own,  we  might  have 
been  the  sport  of  varioui  contendioif  powcn,  and 
tosaed  about,  like  a  foot-ball,  from  one  to  the  other. 
Our  independence  will  naturally  tend  to  fill  our 
country  with  inhabitanli.  Where  life,  liberty  and 
property,  are  well  secured,  and  where  land  is  easily 
and  cheaply  obtained,  the  nslursl  incretsc  nf  peo^ 
pie  will  much  exceed  all  European  calculations. 
Add  (0  this,  the  inhabltanii^rihe  old  world,  liecom- 
ing  acqusinted  with  our  excellent  forms  of  gOTf  rn 
meat,  will  emigrate  by  Ibouiands.  Inlheic  native 
landi,  the  hard-earned  fruits  of  uninterrupted  labor 
arc  scarcely  equal  to  a  scanty  supply  of  their  natural 
wsnlB.and  Ihii  pitlsnceia  held  ona  very  precarious 
tenure;  while  our  soil  may  be  cheaply  purchased, 
and  will  abundantly  repay  ilie  toil  of  the  huibind- 
wliose  properly  no  rapacious  lanillord  dare 
invade.  Ilnppy  .^mericii  whosecxtenlof  terrilorj', 
westward,  is  auHlcient  to  aecomraodite  with  land 
thousands  and  millions  of  ihc  vIrlitDiis  peasants, 
who  now  graai)  beneath  tyranny  and  oppression  iu 
three  quarters  of  the  globe.  Who  would  remain 
in  Kurope,  a  dependent  on  the  will  of  an  imperious 
landlord,  when  a  few  years  industry  can  make  him 
an  independent  American  freeholder? 

Such  will  be  the  fruiu  of  our  glorioua  revolu- 
tion, that  in  a  little  time  gay  fields,  adorned  with 
theyellow  robes  of  ripening  harvesi,  will  smile  in 
Ihe  remotest  dcplli  of  our  western  frontiers,  where 
'mpasssbk  forests  now  frown  over  the  uncultivated 
earth.  The  face  of  our  interior  country  will  be 
changed  from  ■  barren  wilderness  into  the  huspiti- 
ble  abodes  of  peace  and  plenty.  Cities  too  will 
msjeilic  to  (he  view,  oil  those  very  spots 
h  Hre  new  howled  over  by  savage  beasts  ar.d 
more  savage  men. 

The  population  of  this  country  Ins  been  hereto- 
fore very  rapid;  but  it  is  worthy  of  observation, 
that  this  has  varied,  more  or  less,  in  prcporiii^ri  lo 
the  degrees  of  librrly  that  were  granted   to  the 
dill'erent  provinces,  by  their  respeclivc  charters. 
iinsylTania  nnd  N  w  KngUnd.  though  inferior  in 
aoil,  being  bleat  originally  with  the  most  free  forms 
of  government,  have  nulstripped  otheis  'n  the  rela- 
increaae  of  their  inhshitanls.     Hence  I  infer, 
>i  we  are  all  now  completely  free  and  indi' 
pendent,  we  shall  populate  much  faster  ilian  »c 
have  done,  or  ever  would,  while   we   vrtc 
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controled  by  the  jealoui  policy  of  an  iiuigfiificwii 
bltnd. 

We  poMH*  UwQHndi  uid  milliori  of  teres, 
which  we  nay  icll  out  to  new  lettlen,  on  ttrmt 
very  ttsy  to  Ihem,  and  yet  lufficient  to  de^y  the 
whole  expense  of  the  preiciit  war.  Who  the  quli' 
rcnl«,  forincrly  paid  to  the  kinj^,  ihill  be  apprn- 
priaied  to  the  benefit  of  the  independent  atatCB, 
tliey  will  fill  onr  treasurica  to  lo  peat  a  dr^e, 
that  forri^  nation*,  knowing  that  we  abound  in 
the  iiinewa  of  war,  u-ill  be  afrud  to  proroke 
In  a  few  yclra,  when  our  financet  arc  properly 
arringed,  the  atoppace  of  those  luiM  which  veri 
formerly  drained  from  ua,  to  tu^port  the  pridi 
and  cztraTagance  of  the  British  kins',  *■"  ^  *" 
ample  proviilon,  without  taxes,  fi>r  defraying  tfae 
expense  of  our  independent  gOTernroents. 

It  is  diflioult  to  compute  Ibe  number  of  advan 
tagea  arising  from  our  present  glorious  struggle; 
birder  alill,  perbipa  impoitible,  precisely  to  as- 
certdo  their  extent.  It  has  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  all  Europe  to  the  nature  of  civil  liberty, 
•nd  the  righia  of  the  people.  Our  constitutionE 
pregnant  wiih  the  seed*  of  liberty  and  bappineis, 
have  been  translated  into  a  variety  of  language*, 
and  tpread  far  and  wide.  Who  ckn  tell  what  great 
erentt,  now  concciled  in  tlie  wamh  of  time,  may 
be  brought  into  niatence  by  the  nations  at  the 
eld  world  coiuliting  our  sueeeatful  efliirts  in  the 
cause  of  liberty^  The  thrones  of  tyranny  anddes 
potism  will  totter,  when  their  subjects  shall  learn 
and  know,  by  oar  example,  that  the  bappineu  of 
of  the  people  is  the  end  and  object  of  all  govern- 
ment. The  wondering  world  ha*  beheld  the  amilcii 
of  lieaTen  on  the  numeruua  sons  of  America,  re 
aolving  to  die  or  be  free:  Perhaps  this  noble  ei- 
nmplr,  like  a  wiJe  spreading  conflagration,  maj' 
catch  fiom  breast  to  breait,  and  extend  from  na 
tlon  to  nation,  till  tyranny  and  oppreision  arc  ut- 
Irrty  eitirpaled  from  the  face  of  the  earth.* 

■[triiain  will  eventually  loje  leis  by  our  inde- 
peiidenc,  tlian  is  commonly  I'ippoaed.  The  king 
Mill  minister,  may  be  cured  oC  tlieir  \\n\  of  domi. 
nation,  and  u  ill  be  deprivrd  nl'  influence  and  ttie 
tneantitif  corruplion.  While  she  L;iil  a  monopoli 
of  our  trade,  it  encQurj(rcd  iJleness  and  exlrara 
Rinecir,  her  manufacturers;  bfc»use  Ihry  were 
tnre  of  a  market  for  their  g<i<>il<,  iliough  dear  and 
i:l  made:  But,  at  independence  will  bestow  our 
commerce  on  those  who  must  deserve  it,  this  will 
be  the  meant  of  introdiiciig  frugality  and  tndus 
try  among  her  laboring  p^ior.  Our  pupulation  will 
he  so  much  the  more  rapid  for  our  free  govern. 
menta,  that,  in  my  humbU  opiiion,  that  pan  of  out 
Irj-le  which  will  fall  Id  theihareof  Great  Britain, 
it'  biic  bit  the  witdom  to  conclude  a  speedy  peacr, 
will  be  more  tober  idvantigc  than  a  monopoly  of, 
tlie  whole  of  it,  if  we  bid  remaiucd  subjccta,  ' 


The  tyrantaand  landlords  of  tfae  old  world,  who 

lid  a  great  part  of  their  fellow  nen  in  bandage, 

>>ecause  of  their  dependence  for  land,  will  be  aUi^- 

ed  to  relax  of  their  srhitrarj'  treatment,  whfa  thejr 

ind  that  Anwrica  it  an  asylum  ftir  freeacn  froa. 

.11  quarter*  of  the  globe.  Tbey  wilt  be  eaHlioiM 
ofaddin;  to  the  oppretaions  of  their  poor  sulyecls. 
ind  leninti,  lest  they  should  force  then  to  ftbait- 
lon  their  country,  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  sweeta 
r>r  .^mtricao  liberty.  In  this  vlewof  the  matter,  I 
am  confidant  that  tbecanae  of  America  iatbecauM 
of  human  nature,  and  that  it  will  extend  its  influ- 
ence to  thautandt  who  will  never  see  it,  and  pro- 
cur;  Ihemimitigatioaof  thecrueltiesandcqtpret- 
EionB  impotcd  by  their  arbitrary  task-maatera. 

If  luch  be  the  glorious  cowequences  of  inde- 

peodence,  who  ean  be  to  lost  to  every    generan* 

itiment,  at  to  wish  to  return  under  royal  domu 

lion?    Who  would  not  rather  count  tt  an  hoaoi 

stand  among  the  fbretooat,  In  doing  and  sufTer- 

ing  in  a  cause  so  intimately  connected  with  the 

happiness  of  human  nature?    Away  with  all  the 

peevish  complaints  of  the  hardneat  of  the  timci, 

■nd  the  weight  of  the  taxes.    The  priie  for  wbich 

we  contend,  would  be  cheaply  purchaied  with 

double  the  espenie  of  blood,  treuure,  and  diRi* 

culiy,  it  will  ever  cott  uj. 


Oiir  independent  contlttutioni,  (brmed  on  the 
juileal  principles,  promise  fair  to  give  the  moft 
perfect  protection  to  life,  liberty  snd  property, 
rqnally  to  the  poor  and  the  rich.  As  at  the  con* 
fligniion  of  Corinth,  the  various  melted  metala 
running  together,  formed  anew  one,  called  Corin- 
Itiian  brati,  which  wit  superior  to  my  of  its  com- 
ponent parts;  in  lilce  manner,  perhipt  it  it  the  will 
nf  llraTen,  tliatanew  empire  should  be  here  fbrm- 
ecl.of  the  different  nations  of  the  old  world,  which 
v.'ill  rise  Euperior  to  all  that  have  gone  before  it, 
and  expend  human  happinrgt  to  its  utmost  possible 
limits.  None  can  tell  to  whit  perfection  the  arl* 
uf  government  miy  be  brought.  May  we  not  Ibert- 
fore  expect  great  things  from  the  patriots  of  this 
f^entrntion,  jointly  co-openiing  to  make  the  new 
bum  republic  of  America  as  complete  at  possible? 
N  it  not  to  he  hoped,  that  human  nature  will  here 
rereivc  her  moat  finithed  touchei?  That  the  arts 
and  sciences  will  be  extended  and  improredf  That 
religion,  learning,  and  liberty,  will  be  diffused 
ut  er  this  eonlinint?  and  in  short,  that  the  Ameri- 
can cilitiona  of  the  human  mind  will  be  more  per. 
Tect  than  any  that  have  yet  appeared?  Great  thing* 
iinve  been  achieved  in  the  infancy  of  ttilec  and 
the  ardor  cf  a  new  people,  risl-g  to  empire  and 
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renbirrt,  wilh  prospects  that  tend  to  elevate  the  hu- 
nan  soul,  encourages  these  flattering  expectations. 
Should  anv  puny  politician  object^  that  all  these 
profpects  are  visionary,  till  we  are  certain  of  inde- 
pendence, I  reply,  that  we  have  been  in  possession 
of  it  for  two  years,  and  are  daily  more  able  to  sup- 
port h,  and  our  enemies  less  able  to  overset  it. 


by  what  has  heretofore  happened,  considered  the 
expectation  thereof  as  romantic:  But  He,  who  sit- 
teth  at  the  helm  of  the  universe,  and  who  boweili 
the  hearts  of  a  whole  nation  as  the  heart  of  one 
man,  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  o\\'n  purposes, 
has  effected  that,  which  to  human  wisdom  and 
foresight  seemed  impossible.      A  review  of  the 


When  we  first  dared  t»  contend  with  Britain,  we  history  of  America,  from  its  first  discovery  lo  the 


wer«a  loose,  disjointed  people,  under  no  other 
government  but  that  of  a  well  regulated  mob.    If 


present  day,  forces  upon  us  a  belief,  that  greater 
blfcssingsare  reserved  for  this  continent,  than  she 


in  these  circumstances,  we  were  able  to  defend!  ever  could  have  possessed  whilst  lying  low  at  the 


oanelvea,  what  may  we  not  expect,  when  we  can 

draw  forth  our  whole  strength  in  a  regular,  consti- 
tutional manner?    If  the  maiden  courage  of  our 

new  levies,  has  successfully  withstood  the  well 

trained  bands  of  our  enemies,  can  we  distrust, 

when  three  campaigns  have  made  them  equal  in 

discipline,  with  those  whom  they  are  to  contend? 

Such  is  the  situatioa  of  Britain,  that  were  we  only 

able  to  keep  up  the  appearance  of  an  army,  she 

could  not  afford  to  protract  the  war:  But  instead  of 
this,  our  troopi  are  more  numenws,  better  diacip> 
rmed,  doathed  and  armed,  than  they  ever  were. 
The  moat  timid  may  dismiss  all  their  doubts,  lince 
Imis  the  XVI.  of  France,  that  illustrious  protec- 
tor of  the  rights  of  human  nature,  with  a  magnani- 
hity  worthy  of  himself,  baa  guaranteed  to  us  our 
independency.  If  Britain  could  not  subdue  Ame- 
rica, when  she  stood  tingle  and  alone,  how  abortive! ranks  has  been  suffered  to  take  place  among  ut. 
Buii  all  ber  attempts  prove,  when  we  are  aided  |  \Ve  can  peaceably  convene  a  state  in  one  small  as- 
by  the  power  of  the  greatest  European  monarch?  jsembly  of  dep  .lies,  representing  the  whole  in  an 
The  special  interposition  of  Providence  in  our 


foot  of  an  European  island. 

It  has  never  yet  been  fairly  tried  how  far  the 
equal  principles  of  republican  government  would 
secure  the  happiness  of  the  governed.  The  an- 
cients, unacquainted  with  the  present  mode  of  taking 
the  sense  of  the  people  by  representatives,  were  too 
apt,  in  their  public  meetings,  to  run  into  disorder 
and  confusion.  The  distinction  of  patriciant  and  pit' 
6iiin«,laJd  the  foundation  of  perpetual  discord  in  the 
Boman  commonwealth.  If  the  free  states  of  Greece 
had  been  under  the  control  of  a  common  superintend- 
ing power,  airailar  to  our  continental  congress,* 
tliey  could  have  peaceably  decided  their  disputes, 
and  probably  would  bav,e  preserved  their  freer 
dom  and  importance  to  the  present  day.  Happily 
for  us,  warned  by  experience,  we  have  guarded 
against  all  tiiese  evils.    No  artificial  distinction  of 


bdiilf,  makes  it  impious  to  disbelieve  tlie  final  es- 
tibliihment  of  our  heaven-protected  independence. 
Cm  any  one  seriously  review  the  beginning,  pro- 
gress, and  present  state  of  the  war,  and  not  see  in- 
ditptitable  evidence  of  an  over-ruling  influence  on 


*Ttcir  council  of  Ampbictyones  in  some  things, 
resembled  our  congresi;  bui  their  powers  were 
too  limited.  This  suggests  a  hint,  t!iat  a  conside- 
ration of  the  IJiiiied  States,  on  principles  that 
vest  the  congress  with  ample  powers,  is  most 
likely  to  perpetuate  our  republic<iii  governments 
und  in;ernal  tranqiility.    The  union  of  indepen- 


the  mindt  of  men,  preparing  the  w.y  for  the  accom- 1  ^*"»  e«>n»«onwe»lth8,  under  one  common  head.  » 
,  •«  r    r       o  ^  j^j,  applicat  ton  of  the  social  compact  to  states,  and 

pltshment  of  this  great  event? 

As  all  the  tops  of  com,  in  a  waving  field,  are  in- 

clioed  in  one  direction  by  a  gust  of  wind,  in  like 


Banner,  the  governor  of  the  world  has  given  one, 
and  the  same  universjil  bent  of  ind  in  action  to  the 


requires  powers  proportionably  cnUrged.  Trea- 
son in  ou!'  govern  Hi  en  ts,  puts  un  a  new  aspect,  and 
may  be  coinmitted  by  a  stale  as  well  as  an  indivi- 
dual; and  therefore  ought  to  be  cUnriy  defined, 
and  careful  I  guarded  against. 
To  give  permanency  to  our  confederation  on  re- 

.  ,    .     ,      .  I       «    '^  1     r  puhlicaupriririples,  the  following  regulations  seen 

vbole  body  of  our  people.    1.  rt  .  work  of  m.n.jP^p^  ,;J,^  ^,,^^^  co..gre«  il.ould  hlTve  .power  to 

that  thirteen  states,  frequently  quarrelling  about  i  Imtii  or  divide  large  stales,  and  to  erect  new  ones: 
boundaries,  clashing  in  interests,  difTering  in  poli- 1  I'o  dispose  of  the  money  arisinj,'  from  quit.renis 

-  'aiul  vuCi::t  Unls,  at  least  till  uU  t!:e  expenses  of 

ey.  manners,  customs,  forms  of  goyernment,  and  :^  ^^  ^^^^^^.g^.^l^^.^.^,  ^^^^blisii  a  general  intercourse 
rtiigion,  scattered  over  an   extensive  continent,, between  the  siaies,  by  assigning  to  each,  one  or 

WHltr  tlie  influence  of  a  variety  of  local  prejudices,  \  «^o.e  manufaciorit  ■.,  with  which  it  should  furnish 

,      ,  -    „  J  .       ,    i  the  res'.;   so  as  to  cm- .-le  a  reciprocal   dependence 

jealousies,  and  aversions,  should  all  harmoniously '^^  p^^,,^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^.,,^1^..  .j.^  ^^.^^^  ^  ^^g^^  ^.^^^j^ 

agree,  as  if  one  mighty  mind  inspired  the  whole?      jnenial  university,  where  gentlemen  from  all  the 

Omt  enemies  seemed  confi.lent  of  the  impossi- 1^^«^^*  »"f>  t'"-"^  ^"  acq. lauiauce,  receive  the  finish. 

jing  touches  of  education,  and  be  inspired  with 
biliiY  of  our  union;  our  friends  doubted  it;  and  all  Lyn^j„e„t^l  liberality  of  mind,  superior  to  local 

indifferent  persons,  who  judged  of  things  present, /prejudices,  and  favorable  k>  a  cintudcrated  nniun. 


71 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


equal  proportion.    All  disputes  between  the  dif-  the  mountainsy  illuminating  our  hemisphe 


ferent  states,  and  all  continental  concerns,  are  to 
be  managed  by  a  congress  of  representatives  from 
each.  What  a  security  for  liberty,  for  union,  for 
every  species  of  poliiical  happiness!  Small  states 
are  weak,  and  incapable  of  defence,  large  ones  are 
unwieldly,  greatly  abridge  natural  liberty,  and 
their  general  laws,  from  a  variety  of  clashing  inte- 
rests, must  frequently  bear  hard  on  many  individu- 
als: But  our  eonfe4,eration  will  give  us  the  strength 
and  protection  of  a  power  equal  to  that  of  the 
greatest;  at  the  same  time  that,  in  all  our  internal 
concerns,  we  have  the  freedom  of  small  indepen- 
dent commonwealths.  We  are  in  possession  of 
constitutions  that  contain  in  them  the  excellencies 
of  all  forms  of  government,  free  from  the  inconve- 
niences of  each;  and  in  one  word,  we  bid  fair  to  be 
the  happiest  and  freest  people  in  the  world  for 
ages  yet  to  come. 

When  I  anticipate  in  imagination  the  future  glory 
of  I'my  country,  and  the  illustrious  figure  it  will 
soon  make  one  the  theatre  of  the  world,  my  heart 
distends  with  generous  pride  for  being  an  Ameri- 
can. What  a  substratum  for  empire!  compared 
with  which,  the  foundation  of  the  Macedonian,  the 
Roman,  and  the  British,  sink  into  insignificance. 
Some  of  our  Urge  states  have  territory  superior  to 
the  island  of  Great  Britain;  whilst  tbe  whole,  toge- 
ther, are  little  inferior  to  Europe  itself.  Our  in- 
dependence will  people  this  extent  of  country  with 
freemen,  and  will  stimulate  the  innumerable  inha- 
bitants thereof,  by  every  motive,  to  perfect'the  acts 
of  government,  and  to  extend  human  happiness. 

I  congratulate  you  on  our  glorious  prospects. 
Having  for  three  long  years  weathered  the  storms 
of  adversity,  we  are  at  length  arrived  in  view  of  the 
calm  haven  of  peace  and  security.  We  have  laid  the 
foundations  of  a  new  empire,  which  promises  to 
enlarge  itself  to  vast  dimensions,  and  to  give  hap- 
piness to  a  great  continent.  It  is  now  our  turn  to 
figure  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  in  the  annals  of 
the  world.  The  arts  and  sciences  are  planted 
tmong  us,  and,  fostered  by  tbe  auspicious  influ- 
ence of  equal  governments,  are  growing  up  to  ma- 
turity; while  truth  and  freedom  flourish  by  their 
sides.  Liberty,  both  civil  and  religious,  in  her 
noon-tide  blaze,  shines  forth  with  unclouded  lustre 
on  all  ranks  and  denominations  of  men. 

Ever  since  the  flood,  true  religion,  literature, 
arts,  empire  and  riches,  have  taken  a  slow  and 
gradual  course  from  east  to  west,  and  are  now 
about  flxin^^  their  long  and  favorite  abode  in  this 
new   western  world.    Our  sun  of  political  happi- 


liberty,  light,  and  polished  life.  Our  ii 
dence  will  redeem  one  quarter  of  the  glol 
tyranny  and  oppression,  and  consecrate  it  1 
sen  seat  of  truth,  justice,  freedom,  learn) 
religion.  We  are  laying  the  foundation  o 
ness  for  countless  millions.  Generations 
bom  will  bless  us  for  the  blood-bougiit  inhe 
we  are  are  about  to  bequeath  them.  Oh 
times!  Oh  glorious  days!  Oh  kind>  indulgen 
tiful  Providence,  t>.at  we  live  in  this  highl 
ed  period,  and  have  the  honor  of  helping  f 
these  great  events,  and  of  suffering  in  a  c 
such  infinite  importance! 


ry,  for  having  jjiven  birth  to  the  original  c 
ness  is  already  risen,  and  hath  lifted  its  head  over  *  tion  of  our  go-,  ernmcnt  in  the  year  16G9;  I 


Judge  Drayton's  Charge. 

At  an  adjournment  of  the  court  of  gsnei 

SXOHS  OF  TBI  PTACV^  OTER  AVD    TlltXIVBn, 
▲VD  6BVBBAL   OAOL  DKUVEnV,    hcld  St     Ch 

for  the  district  of  Charletton,  on  Tueac 
23d  day  of  Jpnl,  17/6— Before  the  hon 
LI  AX  HiHBT  Drattoit,  esq.  chief  justic 
his  associates,  justices  of  the  colony  oi 
Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Attorney  General,  c 
That  tbe  charge  of  his  honor,  the  chief 
delivered  to  the  grand  jury,  be  publishe 
ther  with  their  presentments. 

By  order  of  the  court, 
JOHN  COLCOCK,  C. 
May  2d. 

THE  CHAnGV  TO  TUB  GnAJfl)  imv. 

Gentlemen  of  the  grand  jury — When,  by  \ 
chinations  tending  to  nothing  less  than  abac 
ranny,  trials  by  jury  Iiave  been  discontinue 
juries,  in  discharge  of  their  duty,  have  ass 
and  as  soon  as  met,  as  silently  and  arbitral 
missed  without  being  impannelled,  whereby, 
tempt  of  magna  charts,  justice  lias  been  < 
and  denied;  it  cannot  but  afford  to  every  go 
zen,  the  most  sincere  f^atisfaction,  once  i 
see  juries,  as  they  now  arc,  legally  impannc 
the  end,  that  the  laws  may  be  duly  adminis 
1  do  most  heartily  congratulate  you  upon 
portant  an  event. 

In  this  court,  where  silence  has  but  t< 
presided,  with  a  direct  purpose  to  loosen  tl: 
ofgovemment,  that  this  country  might  be 
ed  in  anarchy  and  confusion,  you  are  now 
regulate  your  verdicts,  under  a  new  constit 
government,  independent  of  royul  autho 
constitution  which  arose  according  to  th 
law  of  nature  and  of  nations,  and  which 
tablished  in  the  late  C'.)ngr?ss,  on  the  ! 
March  last— A  day  that  will  be  ever  mci 
in  this  country —a  month,  remarkable  in  ou 
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the  cm  of  the  American  calamities  by  the«)tamp  act, 

■  the  year  1765;  for  beinp  the  date  oF  the  repeal 

dfthat  act  ia  the  following  year;  and  For  the  con- 

cbitOD  of  the  fiimoua  siege  of  Boston,  when  the 

Ancrican  arms  compelled  general  Howe,  a  gene- 

nl  of  the  first  reputation  in  the  British  service, 

vith  the  largest* .  best  disciplined,  and  best  pro- 
vided army  in  that  service,  supported  by  a  formid- 
able fleet,  so  precipitately  to  abandon  the  most 

iaiprcgfiable  fortifications  in  America,  as  that  he 

leftbtbiDd  him  a  gr^at  part  of  the  bedding,  mili- 
tary stores,  and  cannon  of  the  army.    And  for  so 

Bany  important  events,  is  the  month  of  March  re- 

aariuble  in  our  annals — But  I  proceed  to  lay  be- 
fore you,  the  principal  causes  leading  to  the  late 

revolution  of  our  government— the  law  upon  the 

poiat— and  the  benefits  resulting  from  that  happy 

and  aeccsaairy  establishment.— The  importance  of 

the  transaction  deserves  such  a  state — the  occa- 
sion demands, — and  our  future  welfare  requires 

it:  To  do  this  may  take  up  some  little  time;  but 

the  subject  is  of  the  highest  moment,  and  worthy 

of  yomr  particular  attention:  I  will  therefore  con. 

fine4ny  discourse  to  that  great  point;  and,  after 

charging  you  to  attend  to  the  due  observance  of 

tbe  jary  law,  and  the  patrol  and  negro  .acts,  for- 

braring  to  mention  the  other  common  duties  of  a 

graad  jury,  I  will  expound  to  you  thx  cohstitc- 

noB  or  Tova  govhtrt. 
The  house  of  Brunswiclc  was  yet  scarcely  set* 

tied  in  the  British  throne,  to  which  it  had  been 

csUed  by  a  free  people,  when,  in  the  year  1719, 

ssraacestors  in  this  country,  finding  that  the  go 

fcnmient  of  the  lords  proprietors  operated  to  their 

nun,  exercised  the  rights  transmitted  to  them  by 

their  forefathers  of  England;  and  casting  off  the 

proprieUry  authority,  called  upon  the  house  of  [  coe^e  them  by  famine; 
firaaswick  to  rule  over  them— a  house  elevated 
to  royal  dominion,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
pTfscnre  to  a  people  their  unalienable  rights.  The 
king  accepted  the  invitation,  and  thereby  indispu- 
tably admitted  the  legality  of  thai  revolution.  And 
ia  so  doing,  by  his  own  act,  he  vested  in  those 
oar  forefathers,  and  us  their  posterity,  a  clear  right 
toefiectAfi«/Aer  revolution,  if  ever  the  government  of 
tbe  house  of  Brunswick  should  operate  to  the  ruin 
of  tbe  people.— So  the  excellent  Uoman  emperor, 
Tnjan,  delivered  a  sword  to  Saburanus,  his  cap' 
tain  of  the  Praetorian  guard,  with  this  admired 
leoteace.    ''Receive  thig  sword,  and  use  it  to  de- 
fend me  if  I  govern  well,  but  ajaintt  me,  if  I  be 
have  ill." 

With  jo}*fttl  acclamations  our  ancestors,  by  act 


1721,  RscoomzRi)  the  Briiish  monarch:  The  virtues 
of  the  second  George  are  still  revered  among  us — 
HK  was  the  father  of  his  people:  And  it  was  with 
extacy  we  saw  his  grandson,  George  the  Third, 
mount  the  throne  possessed  of  the  hearts  of  his 
subjects. 

But  alas!  almost  with  the  commencement  of  his 
reign,  his  subjects  felt  causes  to  complain  of  go- 
vemment.    The  reign  advanced — the  grievances 
became  more  numerous  and  intollerable — ^the  com- 
plaints more  general  and  loud— the  whole  empire 
resounded  with  the  cries  of  ii^ured  subjects!    At 
length,  grievances  being  unredressed  and  ever  en- 
creasing;  all  patience  being  borne  down;  all  hope 
destroyed;  all   confidence   in  royal   government 
blasted!— Behold!  the  empire  is  rent  from  pole  to 
pole!— perhaps  to  continue  asunder  forever. 

The  catalogue  of  our  oppressions,  continental 
and  local,  is  enormous.  Of  such  oppr^'ssionv,  I 
will  mention  only  some  of  the  most  weighty. 

Under  color  of  law,  the  king  and  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  have  made  the  most  arbitrary  at- 
tempts to  enslave  America: 

By  claiming  a  right  to  bivd  toi  color i is  "in 

ALL  CASBS  WHATSniVSa;*' 

By  laying  duties  at  their  mere  will  and  pleasure 
upon  all  the  colonies; 

By  suspendinf?  the  legislature  of  New  York; 

By  rendering  the  American  charters  of  no  vali- 
dity, having  annulled  the  mos*  material  parts  of  the 
charter  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay; 

By  divesting  multitudes  of  the  colonists  of  their 
property,  without  legal  accusation  or  trial; 

By  depriving  whole  colonies  of  the  bounty  of 
Providence  on  their  own  proper  coasts,  in  order  to 


By  restricting  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Ame- 
rica; 

By  sending  to,  and  continuing  in  America,  in 
time  of  peace,  an  armed  force  without  and  against 
the  consent  of  the  people; 

By  granting  impunity  to  a  soldiery  instigated  to 
murder  the  Americans; 

By  declaring,  that  the  people  of  Massachusetts - 
Bay  are  liable  for  oflTences,  or  pretended  oflTences, 
done  in  that  colony,  to  be  sent  to,  and  tried  for  the 
same  in  Evglavd;  or  in  any  golosit  wherb  th^^ 
cannot  have  the  benefit  of  a  jury  of  the  ricinage; 

By  establishing  in  Quebec,  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  and  an  arbitrary  govemmen'.;  instead  of 
the  Protestant  religion  and  a  free  government. 

And  thus  America  saw  it  demonstrated,  that  no 


of  sasembly,  passed  on  the   \%\\\  day  ci  August,^  faith  ought  to  be  put  in  a  roy:d  proc1|imaiioi>;  for 
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1  must  obicrve  to  yuu  lli»t,  in  the  yMf  1T&],  by 
lueh  a  procUmition,  people  «ere  inTitfd  to  %mU 
in  Canadi,  tna  were  »Mr<ireil  of  *  legislitive  re 
pretention,  llie  benefit  of  the  common  Uw  ol 
ErglarHl,  mi  .  free  government.  It  it  a  miafor- 
tune  to  the  pulilic,  th«t  this  it  not  the  only  in- 
■tinee  of  the  ineffioicy  of  a  royal  proelimatinn^ 
However,  bftv»g  given  you  one  insUnee  of  ■  f.ilure 
ofToyat  &itli  in  the  northern  eitrenity  of  this 
abate'!  continent.  Ut  it  ».i*w:e.  that  I  direct  your 
attentwn  to  the  lont^em  Mlreraily;  reipectlng 
wbicli,  the  aame  p.rliculari  were,  in  the  time 
manner  proioii«l.  but  the  deceived  faihabltantt  of 
St.  A.ipwtine  are  left  by  their  grand  jury,  h.  vain 
to  complain  •nd  Ument  to  the  worid.  and  yet 
■careely  permitted  loeierciie  even  that  privilrge 
dUtinguiiliioil  '1'^  miierable,  that  royal  faith  is  not 
kept  with  them. 

The  proceedingtwhiohlhiveenumerated,  either 
immediately  op  In  their  evident  eoniequcnce., 
deeply  affected  all  the  coloniet:  rain  (tared  them 
in  the  face.  They  united  their  counMli,  anl  laid 
their  jii»t  complainU  before  the  throne,  pf«ying 
a  redreu  of  grievancea.  But,  to  tlieir  aatooi»h- 
went,  their  diiiiful  petition  Ibr  peace  and  iafely, 
waa  antwered  mfy  by  an  actual  eonmcneeaicnt  of; 
irar  and  military  dMtniction!  j 

In  the  niein  time.  tb«  Britith  troopi  that  had| 
been  peaceably  received  by  the  devoted  inhabitania  j 
of  Boaton,M  Ihe  lr*»pi  0/ iMr  «i«rew«  *•""<'  "I 
pTBirci  thtn!  fortified  that  town,  to  impriton  tbe| 
inbebitinu,  and  to  hold  that  capital  against  the. 
people  to  whom  it  belonged!  And  the  Britiihi 
nilera  having  determined  to  appeal  from  reason ' 
■nd  jtiatice,  to  violence  and  arma,  a  lelect  body 
of  lb«««  troop*,  being  in  the  night  suddenly  and 
privately  marched  from  Boaton— at  Lexington,  on 
the  19ih  day  of  April,  1775,  they  by  aurprise 
drew  the  tword  of  civil  war,  and  plunged  it  Into 
the  breaiti  of  the  Amerieane!  Againat  thia  horrid 
injuiticc  tiie  Almighty  gave  inaUnt  judgment  A 
handful  of  co'iniry  militia,  badly  armed,  luddcn- 
ly  collected,  and  unconnectedly,  and  irregularly 
brought  up  to  repel  Uie  attack,  diteomfited  the 
rcsniar  bmiii  of  the  tyrannyi  they  retnalcd,  and 
night  MTcd  them  from  total  aUuglrter. 

Thui  forced  to  take  up  arma  in  our  own  defence, 
America  yd  nsai*  amn  duiifitlTy  petitioned  ihe 
Vbig.  that  be  would  "be  pleaaed  to  direct  com 
mode,  by  which  t^C  iMitcd  applieaticMoThia  faiili 
hi  coloniati  to  the  throne,  in  pmencc  of  ihei 
OoBBion  eouDcUa,  Bight  be  bnprovcd  into  a  happy 
Utd  peraeneBt  NCOBdUaUoBi  Hd  Mux  ki  tks  ouu. 


might  be  taken  for  prevcoting  the 
further  dciiruction  of  Ihe  live*  of  hia  majeaty^ 
aubjecti:"— But,  it  waa  in  vain!— The  petitloii  en 
the  part  of  roilliona,  praying  that  lie  tfatUn  ^ 
bitfd  might  be  tTirin.  waa  not  thooglit  worthy  e< 
•n  anawer!  The  nehrioDi  war  continued.  Tlie 
ruina  of  Charleitown,  Falmouth  and  Norfolk,  lowM 
not  constructed  for  ofTenee  or  dereoce,  mark  tbe 
Immaue  progress  of  the  royal  arms:  So  the  mina  of 
Carthage.  Corinth,  and  NumaDtium,  proclaimed  to 
the  world  that  juiliee  waa  eipeUed  the  Ronaa 
senate!— On  the  other  hand,  the  forlitnde  with 
which  America  baa  endured  theie  civil  ud  mill* 
tary  outrages;  the  union  of  her  people,  aa  aalmidi* 
ing  aa  unprecedented,  when  we  consider  their  r»- 
rioui  manners  and  religioua  tcnelsj  their  distance 
Avm  each  other;  their  variouf  and  clashing  local 
interests,  tiieir  self  deniali  and  their  wdraeulttir 
success  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war:  I  say,  these 
Ibingi  ail  demenstrale  that  the  Lord  of  Hosts  is  on 
curside!  So  it  iiapparent,  thatthe  Almighty  Con- 
structor of  the  universe,  having  formed  this  conU- 
nent  of  materials  lo  compote  a  state  pre-eininent 
in  the  world,  is  now  making  use  of  the  tyrumy  of 
the  Britiah  rulers,  as  an  instrument  to  bb ion  and 
arrange  thoae  materials  <br  the  end  for  wbich,  ia 
hi*  wisdom,  he  had  fbrmed  them. 

In  this  enlightened  age,  humanity  mutt  be  par- 
ticularly shocked  at  a  recital  of  *uch  vinleneea; 
and  it  is  scarce  to  be  believed,  that  the  Briiish  ty- 
ranny coold  entertain  an  idea  of  proceeding  againat 
America  by  a  train  of  more  diihonorable  machi- 
nations. But,  nothing  less  than  abitlvie  prtt/h»» 
convinced  us  that,  in  carrying  on  the  conspiracy 
[gainst  the  rights  of  humanity,  the  tyranny  is  ca- 
pable  of  attempting  to  perpetrate  whatever  is  in- 

For  the  little  purpose  of  disarming  the  impri' 
■oned  inhabitants  of  Boston,  the  king's  general. 
Gage,  in  (be  fime  of  day.  violated  the  public  faith, 
bg  MtKitlf  plighltdi  and  in  concert  with  other  go. 
and  with  John  Stuart,  he  made  every  at. 
tempt  ta  intiigatt  tht  lavage  naiimi  i»  war  upm  ibe 
nuttern  etUniet,  indiacriminately  to  massacre  man, 
and  child:  The  governors  in  general  have 
demonstrated,  that  truth  is  not  in  them;  Ihey  have 
igled  negr«e*  from,  and  have  armed  them 
against  their  maaterai  they  have  armed  brother 
againat  brother— aon  against  fatherf Oh!  Al- 
mighty Director  of  the  univerie!  What  confidence 
can  be  put  in  a  gavcranent  ruling  by-such  enginct, 
audupon  such  prineiplu  of  minaftipal  dcatructiool 
—A  govenmcDt  that,  upon  the  2Iit  day  of  Decem- 
bv  last,  nade  a  Uw,  tx  pta  /act*,  (o  justify  trtut 
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W  been  done,  not  only  without  law,  but  in  iti  na- 
ture onjost! — a  law  to  make  prize  of  all  veseels 
tndir^  IB,  to,  or  from  the  united  coloniei — a  law 
to  Bake  slaves  of  the  crews  of  such  ressels,  and  to 
eoapel  them  to  bear  arms  against  their  conscience, 
their  fiithers,  their  bleeding  country!— The  world, 
10  old  as  it  is,  heretofore  had  never  heard  of  so 
ittroeknu  a  procedure:  It  has  no  parallel  in  the  re- 
gistera  of  tyranny. — ^But  to  proceed— 

The  king's  judges  in  this  country  refused  to  ad 


mental  laws,  and  having  withdria'n  himself  out  oT 
this  kingdom;  has  abdicated  the  goTernment,  and 
that  the  throne  is  thereby  vacant.'* 

That  fiimous  resolution  deprived  James  of  his 
crown;  and  became  the  foundation  on  which  the 
throne  of  the  present  king  of  Great  Briuin  is  built 
--it  also  supports  the  edifice  of  government  which 
we  have  erected. 

In  that  resolve,  there  are  but  three  facts  stated 


rr^^r  *"^^^Vk  *^?!]:^'''      r^'  •"^  *"""'"*  "'^''"^'^  ^^-^^  f»«t«  win  apply 

Uam  C««pbell,  actmg  as  the  king's  representative  to  the  present  king  of  Great  Britain,  with  regaid  to 


for  kim,  and  on  his  behalf^  having  endeavored  to 
SQbvert  the  constitution  of  this  country,  by  break- 
ing the  original  contract  between  king  and  people, 
attacking  the  people  by  force  of  arms;  having  vio- 
lated the  fundamental  laws;  having  carried  off  the 
great  teal,  and  having  withdrawn  himself  out  of 
this  colony,  he  abdicated  the  government. 

Oppressed  by  such  a  variety  of  enormous  inju- 
ries, continental  and  local,  civil  and  military,  and 
by  divers  other  arbitrary  and  illegal  courses;  all 
done  and  perpetrated  by  the  assent,  command,  or 
nffereoee  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain;  the  repre- 
MBtatiret  of  South  Carolina,  in  congress  assem* 
bled,  fbnnd  themselves  under  an  unavoidable  ne- 
ceiiity  of  establishing  a  form  of  government,  with 
poveri  legislative,  executive  and  judicial,  for  the 
good  of  the  people;  the  origin  and  great  end  of 
^  jtiit  government.-— *For  this  only  end,  the 
boose  of  Brunswick  was  called  to  rule  over  us. — 
Oh!  agonising  reflection!  that  house  mled  us  with 
tvordsy  fire  and  bayonets!   The  British  govem- 
■est  operated  only  to  our  destruction.    Nature 
cried  aloud,  self  preservation  is  the  great  law — we 
bare  but  obeyed. 

Iff  tarn  my  thoughts  to  recollect  in  history,  a 
ebuige  of  government  upon  more  cogent  reasons, 
1  ny  I  know  of  no  change  upon  principles  so  pro- 
voking—compelling^justifiable.  And  in  these  re. 
ipctts,  even  the  famous  revolution  in  England, 
in  the  year  1688,  is  much  inferior.— However  we 
need  no  better  authority  than  that  illustrious  pre- 
cedent; and  I  will  therefore  compare  the  causes  of^ 
lad  the  law  upon  the  two  events. 

On  the  7th  of  February,  1688,  the  lords  and 
of  England,  in  convention,  completed 


regard 
the  operations  of  government,  by  him  or  his  repre- 
sentative, immediately  or  by  consequence  affecting 
this  colony. 

Tlie  first  fact  is,  the  hsving  endeavored  to  sub- 
vert the  constitution  of  the  kingdom  by  breaking 
tiie  original  contract. 

The  violation  of  the  ftindamenul  laws  is  the  se- 
cond fact;  and  in  support  of  these  two  chsrges,  the 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal  and  commons,  assem- 
bled at  Westminster,  on  the  12th  day  of  February, 
1688,  declared  that  James  was  guilty. 

"By  ssBumirg,  and  exercising  a  power  of  dis- 
pensing with,  and  suspending  of  Isws,  and  the  exe- 
cution  of  laws,  without  consent  of  purliament; 

*^^y  committing  and  prosecuting  divers  worthy 
prelates,  for  humbly  petitioning  to  be  excused 
from  concurring  to  the  said  assumed  power: 

••By  issuing  and  causing  to  be  executed  a  com- 
mission,  under  the  great  seal,  for  erecting  a  court, 
called  the  court  of  commissioners  for  ecclesiaati- 
eal  causes: 

"By  levying  money  for,  and  to  the  use  of  Uie 
crown,  by  pretense  of  prerogative,  for  other  time, 
and  in  other  manner,  than  the  same  was  granted 
by  pRrliament: 

"By  raising  and  keeping  a  standing  army  within 
this  kingdom  in  time  of  peace,  without  consent 
of  parliament;  and  quartering  soldiers  contrary  to 
law; 

"By  causing  several  good  subjects,  being  pro- 
tcstsnu,  to  be  disarmed,  at  the  same  time  when 
papists  were  both  armed  and  employed  contrary 
to  law; 

By  violating  the  freedom  of  election  of  mem. 


bers  to  serve  in  parliament; 

"By  prosecutions  in  the  court  of  king's  bench, 
for  matters  and  causes  cognizable  only  in  parlia- 
ment; and  by  divers  other  arbitrary  and  illegal 


the  fbUowing  resolution. 

''Resolved,  That  king  Junes  the  second,  having 
endeavored  to  subvert  the  constitution  of  the  king- 
dosi,  by  breaking  the  original  contract  between 
kiag  and  people;  and,  by  the  advice  of  JesuiU  and  j     This  declaration,  thus  containing  two  poinu  of 
other  wicked  persons,  having  violated  the  funda- 1  criminality— breach  of  the  original  contract   and 


courses. 
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*iaUiion  of  fundainenUl  law*— I  am  todUttngutiti 
one  trotfi  Uie  other. 

Ill  the  Bnt  plice  then,  it  ii  kid  down  in  the  beal 
Uv  ajiliorititi,  tbit  protection  tnd  tubjeeilsn 
■re  reciprocili  wid  th«l  these  reciprocal  duiies 
rorm  the  original  conlrsct  between  king  «nd  peo- 
ple. It  therefore  fjllow«,  thRt  the  origind  con. 
tr«jt  wts  broken  by  Junes' conduct  •■  iboie  till- 
ed, which  «mountedtoBnoiiffording  due  proiec- 
tion  to  his  people.  And.  it  !«  ii  elfir,  tb»'.  he 
TioUtcd  the  fund»n>cnUl  Uws,  by  the  sutpendinic 
of  U«»,  snd  the  eiecuiion  of  Uwt;  by  levying 
money:  by  viol.iing  ihe  freedom  of  elect  ion  ofmem- 
bt»  to  ser»e  in  psrlUmenlj  by  keeping  ■  stwaiiig 
army  in  time  of  peacti  «id  by  qu.rlering  soldier, 
contrary  to  Uw,  snd  without  consent  of  pariinment; 
wliteh  is  as  mucli  ai  to  say,  that  he  did  those  things 
without  consent  ofOl*  UfiiMivt  attfnbly  choiOi  4y 
At  mntonu.  iitcTiav  ;fthai  ptuple.  Over  whom 
■tich  doiuga  were  exercised. 

These  points,  reasonings,  and  concliuions,  being 
sctUed  io,  deduced  from,  and  established  upoi 
ptrliamentaEy  proceedingt,  and  the  beat  law  »u- 
tboriitca,  tnuit  ever  reoujn  unshaken.  I  am  now 
to  uoderuke  the  diaigceeable  task  of  examining, 
whether  they  will  apply  to  the  violence*  wliicl 
have  lighied  up, and  iiow  feed  the  flame*  of  oivl 


James  the  secoad  suapended  the  operations  of 
laws— George  the  third  caused  the  charter  of  tin 
Msasaehusett*  Bay  to  be  in  effect  annihilated ;  hi 
auipended  the  operation  of  the  law  wbicb  rormed 
klegislaiure  in  Xew  York,  vesting  it  with  adequi 
powersi  and  thereby  he  caused  the  very  ability  of 
■Baking  laws  in  that  colony  to  be  suspended. 
King  James  levied  money  without  the  t 
of  the  repre^enUtives  of  the  people  called  upon  to 
pay  it— kiog  George  hu  levyed  money  upon  Amc 
rlca,  not  only  without,  but  expressly  ajainu  ihi 
-  consent  ofthe  representative*  of  the  people  in  Ame 

King  Jamei  trioUted  the  freedom  of  election  of 
members  to  serve  in  p«rliament— king  George,  by 
hi*  representadve,  lord  William  Csmpbell,  aciing 
for  bim  and  on  his  he'.islf,  broke  through  a  funJa- 
menlal  law  of  lliU  coJnlrj',  for  llie  oeruin  holding 
of  general  aasemblieii  and  thereby,  aa  far  aa  \n 
liim  lay.  "Ol  only  violated  but  annihilated  the  very 
ability  ofholding  a  general  assembly. 

King  Jamea  in  time  of  peace  kept  a  atuiding 
army  io  Gogtand,  without  cotuent  of  the  repre- 
'  lotn  tliat  army 


senutivet  of  the  peopla 


ivaa  k^t — king  George  bath  in  time  of  peace  ~mk 
id>d  this  continent  with  a  large  standing  army 

without  the  eoosent,  and  be  hath  kept  it  within 

this  continent,  eipresaly  against  the  consent  of  the 
rpreaentatives  of  the  people  among  whmn  that 

array  is  posted. 

All  which  doingi  by  king  George  the  third  re- 
ipecling  America  are  aa  much  contrary  to  our  In- 
Lcrcsts  snd  welfare!  aa  mucb  against  Uw,  and  tend 
IS  much,  at  least,  1o  tubvert  and  extirpste  theli> 
leriiea  of  Ibis  colony,  and  of  America,  as  the  si- 
nilar  proeeedingi,  by  Jimes  the  second,  operated 
refljvee ling  the  people  af  England.  For  the  same 
irinciple  of  law,  touching  the  premises,  equallj 
ipplie*  to  the  people  of  England  in  the  one  caae, 
ind  to  the  people  of  America  in  the  otbtr.  And 
his  is  thegreat  principle.  Certain  acta  done,  over, 
,nd  iffeoting  a  people,  against  and  irlihaut  thu* 
amtnt  erptUMtd  bg-mxaiLw,  sr  fry  aaruaaaTA- 
nVKl  a/ their  ow«  SLacTLOS.— Upon  this  »ii^  prin- 
:ipk  was  grounded  the  complaints  of  the  people  of 
Kngltnd — upon  the  nme  is  grounded  the  eoa- 
plaints  of  the  people  of  America.  And  hence  It 
irlj  folloWB,  that  if  Jame*  the  aecond  violated 
the  fundamental  Uws  of  England,  George  the 
-d  hath  also  violated  the  fundamental  Uwa  of 
America. 

Agsin-       ■ 

King  James  broke  the  original  contract  by  not 
ilTording  due  protection  to  bia  aubjects,  although 
le  vas  not  cliarged  with  having  seized  their  to'raa 
and  with  having  held  them  against  the  people — nr 
with  having  laid  them  in  ruins  by  hia  ama— or 
villi  having  aeized  their  vessel*— or  with  having 
pursued  the  people  with  fire  and  aword— or  with 
hiving  declared  them  rebeU,  for  resisting  hU  aroi* 
levelled  to  destroy  theirllvea,  libertie*  and  proper- 
ties—But Gecrga  the  third  hath  done  all  tfaooe 
thing*  again*!  America^  and  it  is  therefore  unde- 
niable, that  he  hath  not  afibrded  due  protection  to 
the  people.  Wherefore,  if  James  the  second  broke 
the  original  oontract,  it  is  undeniable  that  George 
thirdhaaalso broken  the  original  contract  be- 
tween king  and  people)  and  that  be  made  use  of 
the  most  violent  meaaures  by  which  it  could  be 
done— Violences,  of  wbich  Jtxtswoi  auiLTLUB-— 
Meuuret,  carrying  conflsgration,  massacre  md 
npea  war  amidst  a  people,  whote  aubjectioa  to 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  the  law  hold*  to  be  duo 
enlg  at  a  return  (br  protection.  And  to  tenacioua 
and  clear  is  the  law  upon  this  very  princ^le,  Ibat 
it  is  kid  down,  subj  ection  ia  not  due  even  to  a  king 
lb >«ri,  orof  right,  uoleat  hebcalto  kingde^tcu^ 
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S 


«r  in  poMCMion  of  the  executive  powew  dbpens- 
iDg  protection. 

Agfain— 

The  third  fact  charj^  ipaintt  Jtmei  is,  th*t 
he  withdrew  himaelf  out  of  the  kingdom— A!?d 
we  know  that  the  people  of  thi«  country  bare  de- 
clared, that  lord  Williani  Campbell,  the  kinfr  of 
Great  BrUain'a  repreaenUtive,  •«havin|f  used  hit 
utmost  efforU  to  destroy  the  lives,  liberties,  and 
propertiea  of  the  ifood  people  here,  whom  by  the 
duty  of  his  station  he  was  bound  to  protect,  with- 
drew himself  out  of  the  colony.**— Hence  it  will 
appear,  that  George  the  third  hath  withdrawn  him- 
self out  of  this  colony,  provided  it  be  established 
that  exactly  the  same  natural  conseq'ience  result 
ed  from  the  withdrawing  in  etch  caae  respectively: 
king  JaoMt  personally  out  of  England,  and  king 
George  out  of  Carolina,  by  the  agency  of  his  sub- 
stitute and  representative,  lord  William  Campbell. 
~By  king  James's  withdrawing,  the  executive  ma- 
gistrate was  gone^  thereby,  in  the  eye  of  the  law, 
the  executive  magistrate  was  dead,  and  of  conse- 
quence royal  government  actually  ceased  in  Eng- 
land—So by  king  George's  representative's  with- 
drawing, the  executive  magistrate  was  gone,  the 
death,  in  law,  became  apparent,  and  of  consequence 
royal  government  actually  ceased  in  this  colony. 
Lord  William  withdrew  as  the  king's  represents 
tive,  carrying  off  the  great  seal  and  royal  instruc- 
tiona  to  governors,  and  acting  for  and  on  the  part 
of  his  principal,  by  every  construction  of  law,  that 
cooduel  became  the  conduct  of  his  principal;  and 
thus^  James  the  second  withdrew  out  of  England 
Md  George  the  third  withdrew  out  of  South  Ca- 


appears,  that  the  government  waa  not  abdicated, 
and  the  throne  vacated  by  the  resolution  of  the 
lords  and  commons;  but,  that  the  resolution  was  on* 
ly  declaratory  of  the  kw  of  nature  and  reason,  upon 
the  result  of  the  injuries  proceeding  from  the  three 
combined  facts  of  mal-adminislralion.— And  thus, 
as  I  have  on  the  foot  of  the  best  autboriiiea  made 
it  evident,  that  George  tlie  third,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  has  endeavored  to  subvert  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  country,  by  breaking  the  original  con* 
tract  between  king  and  peopke;  by  the  advice  of 
wicked  persons,  has  vioiaied  the  fundamental  laws, 
and  has  withdrawn  himself,  by  withdrawing  the 
constitutional  benefits  of  the  kingly  office,  and.his 
protection  out  of  this  country:  From  such  a  result 
of  injuries,  from  such  a  conjuncture  of  circum- 
stances—the law   of  the  land  authorises  me  to 
declare,  and  it  b  my  duLy  boldly  to  declare  the 
law,  that  George  the  third,  king  of  Great  Britain, 
has  abdicated  the  government,  and  that  the  throne 
is  thereby  vacant;  that  is,  uh  has  ho  AOTHoaiTV 
OYSB  us,  and  wa  owi  ao  obioiesck  to  bik.— « 
The  British  ministers  already  htive  presented  a 
charge  of  mine  to  the  notice  of  the  lords  and 
commons  in  parliament;  and  I  am  nothing  loth 
that  they  take  equitl  resentment  against  this  charge. 
For,  supported  by  the  fundameotal  laws  of  tbe 
constitution,  and  engaged  as  I  am  in  the  cause  of 
virtue— I  fear  no  consequences  from  their  roacblna- 
tions. 


Thus  having  stated  the  principal  causes  of  otir 
latt  revolution,  it  is  as  clear  as  the  sun  in  meridian, 
that  George  the  third  has  injured  the  Americans, 
at  least  aa  grievously  as  James  the  second  injured 


lolina;  and  by  such  a  conduct,  respectively,  the  ll>«  .P«>pl«  of  England;  but  that  James  did  not 


people  in  each  country  were  exactly  in  the  same 
•degree  injured. 

The  three  hcU  against  king  James  being  thus 
•tated  and  compared  with  sunilar  proceedings  by 
king  George,  we  are  now  to  ascertain  the  result  of 
tbe  iajuriei  dpae  by  the  first,  and  the  law  upon 
that  point;  which,  being  ascertained,  must  natu- 
imllj  eoBstitate  the  judgment  in  law,  upon  the  re- 
aalt.of  the  limilar  injuriet  done  by  the  last:  And 
I  aa  bappy  that  I  can  give  you  the  best  authority 
upon  thia  important  point. 

Treating  upon  thb  great  precedent  in  conatitu- 
taooal  law,  the  learned  judge  Blackstone  declares, 
tiMt  tkc  rceult  of  the  facts  ^'anoonted  to  an  abdi- 
catioii  of  tbe  government,  which  abdication  did 
aot  affeetonly  the  person  of  the  king  himself,  but 
akc)^  9tt  kU  hdMi  and  rendered  the  throne  abso- 
lottly  and  completely  vacant."    Thua  it  clearly 


oppress  these  in  so  criminal  a  manner  as  George 
has  oppressed  the  Americans.  Having  also  stated 
ihe  law  on  the  case,  I  am  naturally  led  to  point  out 
to  you  some  of  the  great  benefita  resulting  from 
that  revolution. 

In  one  word  then,  you  have  a  form  of  govern- 
ment in  every  respect  preferable  to  the  mude  un- 
der the  British  authority:  And  thia  will  most 
clearly  appear  by  contrasting  the  two  formn  of  go- 
vernment. 

Under  the  British  authority,  governors  were  sent 
over  to  us,  who  were  utterly  unacquainted  with 
our  local  interests,  the  genius  of  the  people,  and 
our  laws;  generally,  they  were  but  too  much  dia« 
posed  to  obey  the  mandates  of  an  arbitrary  minis- 
try; and  if  tlie  governor  behaved  ill,  we  couJd 
not  by  any  peaceable  meaoi  procure  redress.'^ 
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But,  vnder  our  prucnt  hippy  cgnitiiutlon,  oa 
ezetutive  mtgiitrate  arUei  according  to  the  «plri 
and  letter  of  holy  writ— "iA«r  gntmoTi  lia. 
frt**d/nm  Hit  mUht  ^fthtmS  Thui,  the  peapl 
h«Te  in  opportunity  of  cboociof  m  nun  intimktely 
uqiuinted  with  iheir  me  intereilj,  their 
and  their  Uwi;  a  man  perfectly  dlaposed  ..  _. 
fend  them  iKfinit  arbitrary  minister!,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  bappineaaof  that  people  ftom  *mon| 
whom  be  wii  elevated;  and  by  whan,  vitfaoul  thi 
leattdifBculty,  hemay  beremoTedud  blended  ii 
the 


Afain,  under  the  Britith  authority   it 
effect  declared,  that  we  had  no  property;  nay  that 
we  could  not  poaieii  anyi  and  that  we  hid 
of  the  righu  of  bunanity;    For  men    who  knew 
He  Dot,  men  who  gained  in  proportion  ai 
arrogated  to  themaelvea  a  right  to  BIM 
us,  CUM  wHanocnnt—But, 
calculated  to  PRGB  uf  from  foreign  bondage^ 
•eeure  to  ua  our  property;  to  maiDtain  to  ui 
ri^ta  of  hunanlty,  and  to  defend  us  and  our 
•tcrity  igaintt  British  autborily,  aiming  to  reduce 
oa  to  the  most  abject  slaTciyl 

Again,  the  Britiah  authority  declared,  that  we 
•hould  not  erect  illttingmilli — and,  to  Ihi: 
juit  law,  we  implicitly  and  respectfully  ■ubmitted 
so  long  at,  with  safety  to  our  livei,  we  could  yield 
obedience  to  such  authority— but  a  rcsalutlon  o 
coogreaa  now  grant*  a  premium  to  encourage  Ihi 
construction  of  sach  mills.  The  Briliih  >uihorily 
diacounged  our  attempting  tomanufacli 
own  coniumptioQ — but  the  new  constitution,  by 
aqthoriiingthediaburimentoflarge  sum*  of  money 
by  way  of  loan,  or  premium,  encourages  Ibe  mat 
ing  of  iron,  bar-ateel,  nail-roda,  gunJftcki,  gun- 
barrels,  sulphur,  utre,  gun-powder,  lead,  woolens, 
cottons,  lipens,  paper  and  salt. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  has  been  the  policy  o<  tht 
Briiish  authority  to  oblige  us  to  *u[^ly  our  wsnti 
at  their  market,  wbicb  i*  the  dtantt  in  the  known 
world,  and  to  cramp  and  confine  our  trade  so  ii 
to  be  subservient  to  tlieir  commerce,  our  retl  in 
tereit  being  e»er  out  of  the  quealioa.— On  tbi 
other  band,  the  new  conitilulioii  is  wisely  adapted 
to  enable  ua  to  trade  with  foreign  nationa,  and 
thereby  la  supply  our  wants  at  the  cUaptii  mar 
keta  in  the  unirersei  to  extend  our  trade  inHniiety 
beyond  what  it  has  erer  been  known;  to  encouragf 
manubeturera  among  us;  and  it  it  peculiarly 
famed,  to  promote  the  bappinui  of  the  peopli 
Iron  UHMg   whom,    by   riaWe    and   mcril,   tii 


rooBMT  WAR  may  arrive  at  Tsa  risbest  iksan 
—On  Caralinians!  happy  would  you  be  under  thi 
new  constitution,  if  you  knew  your  happy  state. 

Poaaessed  of  a  coiutilutionof  gtxrernmft,  tbtnl 
?d  upon  so  geoerona,  equal  and  natural  a  principl 
—a  government  espretsly  calculated  to  make  U 
people  rich,  poweiAU,  virtuous  and  happy,  wl 
wish  to  change  it,  to  return  under  a  rayil  g 
the  vital  principle*  of  which  are  11 
reverse  in  every  particular!  It  waa  my  duty  to  h 
Ibis  happy  eonaUtution  before  you,  in  ita  gamiii 
light — it  ia  your  duly  to  undcntand — to  iMainu 
others— and  to  defend  it. 

1  might  here  with  propriety  quit  this  truly  ia 
portsnt  subject,  but  ny  anxiety  for  the  public  wai 
compels  me  yet  to  detain  your  attention,  whUt 
mike  an  obMrvatioa  «r  two  upon  dm  particali 
part  of  the  conatitutioo. 

When  all  the  various  attempt*  to  enslave  &«» 
rica  by  fraud,  tuder  guise  of  law;  by  aiilitai 
threats;  by  faming  ma*«aere,  breach  of  publii 
Faith,  and  open  wan  I  say,  when  these  thing*  an 
considered  on  the  one  band,  and  on  the  other,  th 
iiuiion,  expressing  that  aome  mode  of  p 
stiMild  be  established,  *hintil  an  accoa 

■  modatian  of  the  unhappy  differancea  betwee 

■  Great  Brilain  and  America  can  be  obtainedi  s 
'  event  which,  though  traduced  and  treated  a 
■rebels,  we  still  ardently  desire;"  I  say  whe 
beie  two  points  are  contraated,  can  we  avoii 
'evering  the  magniniml^  of  that  groat  council  i 
the  state,  who  after  such  injuriei  could  entcrtaa 
such  a  prinnple!— But,  the  virtuous  are  CT( 
generous:  We  do  not  with  revenge:  We  eameatl] 
wish  an  aeeomaodation  of  our  unhappy  diipute 
<«iih  Great  Aritaini  far,  we  prefer  peace  to  war.- 
Nay,  there  may  be  even  such  an  accommodatioi 

:luding  every  idea  of  revenue  by  taxation  o 

duty,  or  oF  legislation  by  set  of  psrl laments,  ma; 

L  the  king  of  Great  Britsin  with  such  a  limitet 

linlan  over  us  a*  may  tend,  bmafiie,  topromoti 

true  commercial  intereits,  and  to  aecure  oti. 

Freedom  and  safety — the  only  just  ends  of  an; 

But,  while  I  declare  thus  much  on  ih 

the  other  it  is  my  duty  also  to  declar 

that,  in  my  opinion,  our  true  commercial  inter eati 

cannot  be  provided  ferbut  bysucha  material  alter* 

tionof  the  BritishaeU  of  navigation  as,  aeoordin] 

1  iheresokt  of  the  honorable  the  continental  con 

rcis,  will  "leeure  the  comcncrcial  advantages  o 

llie  whole  empire  to  the  mother  country,  anc 

the  commercial  benefits  of  ita  respective  mem 

bers."      And  that  our  libertie*  and  safely  can 
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tot  be  depended  upon,  if  the  king  of  Grett  Britain 
tbould  be  Allowed  to  hold  oar  forts  at^d  cannon, 
or  to  have  autltority  over  a  tingle  regiment  in 
Anerioi,  or  a  oingjlc  ship  of  war  in  our  ports.— For 
if  be  hold  oor  fiirts,  Ae  ma$  turn  them  against  ua^  as 
he  did  Boston  against  her  proprietors:    If  he  ac- 
qoires  our  cannon,  he  mil  efftctnoRy  disarm  the 
e^eny:    If  he  has  a  command  of  troops  among  us, 
eren  if  we  raise  and  pay  them,  ahaeklet  are  fixed 
vpen  «•— witness  Ireland  and  her  national  army.— 
The  most  express  act  of  parliament  cannot  give 
OS  security,  for  acts  of  parliament  are  as  eottVjf  re- 
pealed as  made.    Royal  proclamations  are  not  to 
be  depended  upon,  witness  the  ditappeintmentt  •/ 
the  inkabUante  •/  Qneiec  and  St,  Auguttme,    Even 
s  change  of  ministry  will  not  avail  us,  because 
aotwithstanding  the  rapid  succession  of  ministers 
for  which  the  British  court  has  been  famous  during 
tbe  present  reig^,  yet  the  tame  ruinoue  poUey  ever 
ewlimted  <•  prtvail  againet  America. — In  short  I 
tbiok  it  my  duty  to  declare  in  the  awful  seat  of 
joitiee  and  before  Almighty  God,  that  in  my  opi- 
mon,  the  Americans  can  have  no  safety  but  by  the 
Divine  favor,  their  own  virtue,  and  their  being  so 
pniiient  as  bot  to  lbavs  it  iv  tbb  powia  or  trr 
BuTTsa  BVLBBs  TO  iiTjuRB  THuc     Indeed,  the 
niaoos  and  deadly  injuries  received  on  our  side; 
ind  the  jealouaies  entertained  and  which,  in  the 
Bitsreof  thtng«»,  must  daily  increase  against  us,  on 
toother;  demonstrate  to  a  mind,  in  the  least  given 
to  reflection  upon  the  rise  and  fall  of  empires,  that 
tne  reconcilement  never  can  exist  between  Great 
Britiinand  America,  the  latter  being  in  subjection 
to  tbe  fbroier.— Tbe  Almighty  created  America  to 
^  iadepeadent  of  Britain:    Let  us  beware  of  the 
mpietf  of  being  backward  to  act  as  instruments  In 
tbe  Almighty  hand,  now  extended  to  accomplish 
^  pmpo»e;  and  by  the  completion  of  which  alone 
Ancriea,  in  the  nature  of  human  affairs,  can  be 
>ocitre  against  the  end  and  insidious  designs  of 

tti  BlBiaiV  WHO  THI9K  BKB  FBOSPSBITT  AMD  rOWSR 

AUEAOV  BY  FAR  TOO  GBBAT.  In  a  word,  our 
piety  and  political  safely  are  so  blended,  that  to 
Kfiise  our  labors  in  this  Divine  work,  is  to  refuse 
to  be  a  great,  a  free,  a  pious  and  a  happy  people! 

And  now  having  left  the  important  alternative, 
political  happiness  or  wretchedness,  under  God,  in 
a  great  degree  in  your  own  hands,  I  pray  Uie  Su- 
preme Arbiter  of  the  alTatrs  of  men,  so  to  direct 
your  judgment,  aa  that  you  may  act  agreeable  to 
what  seems  to  be  his  will,  revealed  in  his  miraculous 
wocka  in  behalf  of  America,  bleeding  at  the  altar 
i)f  liberty! 


THE  PRESENTMENTS  OF  THE  JURY. 
At  a  ceurt  o/obvibal  sxsstobs  or  tbb  pxacb,  oteb 

▲BB    TBBMrBBR,   ASSIZB   ABD    OBBBBAL    GAOL     DB« 

LTVBBT,  bejnn  i«  be  helden  in  and  far  the  ditirict 
ef  Charletten,  at  Charletton,  in  the  colony  aforesaid, 
on  Tuetday  the  2^d  day  of  April,  in  the  year  *if 
our  Lord  one  thouaand  aeven  hundred  and  teventy' 
tix. 

The  preeentmentt  of  the  grand  Jury  for  the  oaid  dit- 

trict, 

I.  Fully  sensible  and  thoroughly  convinced,  that 
to  live  in  a  society  without  laws  or  a  proper  execu* 
tionof  them,  to  restrain  the  licentious  nature  of 
mankind,  is  the  greatest  misery  that  can  befall  a 
people,  and  must  render  imy  body  of  men,  in  such 
a  situation,  but  little  superior  to  a  herd  of  brutes: 
and  being  no  less  sensible  that  it  was  the  scheme 
of  a  corrupt  nefarious  administrition  in  Great  Bri- 
tain to  reduce  the  good  people  of  this  colony  to 
that  wretched  situation,  from  a  want  of  officers  to 
execute  the  laws,  those  whom  they  had  appointed 
having  refused  to  act  in  their  respeoili'e  stations, 
that,  through  the  evil  effects  of  anarchy  and  con- 
fusion, the  people  might  become  an  easy  prey  to 
the  cruel  designs  of  their  insidious  enemies;  while 
we  lament  the  necessity  which  has  obliged  the 
people  to  resume  into  their  hands  tho«e  powers  of 
government  which  were  originally  derived  from 
themselves  for  the  protection  of  those  righu  which 
God  alone  has  given  them,  as  essential  to  their 
happiness,  we  cannot  but  express  our  most  ua* 
feigned  joy  in  the  happy  constitution  of  govern- 
ment now  established  in  this  colony,  which  pro- 
mises evfry  blessing  to  its  inhabitants,  which  a  peo- 
pie,  endued  with  virtue,  and  a  just  regard  to  the 
righta  of  mankind,  could  desire.  With  gpratitude 
to  the  Divine  Ruler  of  human  events,  and  with  the 
most  pleasing  expectations  of  happiness  from  a 
constitution  so  wise  in  its  nature,  and  virtuous  in 
its  ends,  being  founded  on  the  strictest  principles 
of  justice  and  humanity,  and  consistent  with  every 
privilege  incident  to  the  dignity  of  a  rational 
being,  we  cannot  but  declare  we  think  every  op- 
position to  its  operations,  or  disregard  to  its  au« 
thority,  the  fouleat  criminality  a  mortal  can  be 
guilty  of,  higUly  oflTensive  in  the  eyes  of  God  and 
of  all  ju4t  men,  and  deserving  the  most  exemplary 
punishment. 

We  cannot  but  deplore  the  unhappy  aituation  of 
any  few  amongst  the  people  of  this  colony  who, 
through  an  ignorance  of  their  true  interests  and 
just  rights,  and  from  a  want  of  proper  information 
of  the  real  truth,  may  be  misled  by  the  artifice 
and  cunning  of  their  f^lse  and  designing  enemies, 
from  a  real  sense  of  those  benefits  which  our  pre- 
sent coRslitutlon  has  so  amply  provided  for*,  bene* 
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fiU  vbieh  tre  not  con6ned  or  Umited  to  noj  nnk* 
or  dtgnet  of  men  in  particoUr,  but  generally, 
equally  ud  indiicrliiiiiiatclj  extending  to  «U,  from 
tbe  richest  to  the  pooreit,  tai  which  time  uid  ■ 
little  pttient  experience  muit  •oon  evioee. 

Ererj'  good  cilizen  muit  be  happy  io  tbe  con- 
■idemion  or  the  choice  of  thoie  ofBeen,  appnint- 
ed  in  the  «da)imitn(ion  of  our  preecot  go*cm- 
oient,  u  well  in  the  impartial  mode  of  an  appaint- 
ment  arising  from  the  people  theinaelTee,  and  tbe 
linilted  duration  of  their  power,  ai  in  their  t>er- 
•onal  eharactcn  as  men,  justly  beloved  and  revered 
by  their  countiy,  and  whose  meriti  and  virtues 
entitle  dten  to  every  pre-eninenee. 

Filled  la^th  these  lentunenU,  aming  from  mkture 
deliberation,  and  the  most  impartial  enquiry,  w" 
BUtt  further  declare,  that  blessings  such  as  these 
we  have  before  enumerated,  are  too  inestimable  to 
he  lost,  and  that  nothing  in  nature  em  repay  the 
Imst  violation  of  themi  and  althot^h  an  accom- 
modation with  the  power  which  attempts  to  de- 
stroy them  mjf  be  highly  worthy  of  attention,  and, 
upon  principles  truly  honorable,  of  obtaining,  yet 
w«  think  it  a  sacred  duty  ineombent  upon  every 
Citiseo  to  mwntain  and  defend,  with  bis  life  and 
fiwtune,  what  is  given  and  entrusted  to  him  by  the 
band  of  Providence,  not  for  his  own  good  only, 
but  for  the  Issling  happiness  of  posterity:  A  trust 
which  no  law  can  ever  annul,  wbidi  is  the  grand 
principle  of  existence,  and  the  touice  rf  every 
social  virtue. 

n.  We  present  as  a  grievsnce  Intolerable  to  the 
spirit  of  a  people  born  and  nurtured  in  the  arms 
of  freedom,  and  (though  ever  submissive  to  the 
joit  mandate*  of  legal  authority)  holding  every 
oppression  as  detestable,  the  unjust,  e 
diabolical  acts  of  the  British  parliament,  not  only 
declaring  the  good  people  of  the  united  eolonie!: 
of  Vorth  America  rebels,  for  defending  those 
tovahuble  rights  which  no  human  power  can  tan- 
fully  divest  them  of,  but  making  all  murders,  ra 
pines,  thefts,  robberies,  and  other  inhaman  op 
pressions,  dooe  befure  the  passing  of  those  acts 
without  authority,  and  which  were,  after  thepasalng 
the  said  acts,  to  be  doee  by  tbe  British  Ibrces  in 
these  coloniei,  legal  and  virrantable,  totheetemi 
disgrace  and  indelible  infamy  of  a  kingdom,  once 
renowned  for  her  justice,  honor  and  humanity,  hut 
now  meanly  descending  to  that  wanton  profligscy 
wl^ich  even  savages  abhor. 

m.  We  present  as  a  very  great  grievance,  tbe 
ihdnlgence  allowed  to  all  those  who  are  inimical 


the  liberlkt  of  America  and  the  operatinai 
of  the  united  colonies  amongst  us  nr  suHeii^ 
them  to  reside  here,  and  be  admitted  to  inter 
courses  dangerous  to  thepesce and -welfsrc  of  tU 

IV.  We  present  that  the  public  oath*  directed 
by  *n  Mt  of  the  genera)  asaembly,  passed  sinot 
the  limning  of  our  present  constitution,  to  be  ad 
ministered  to  those  exercising  public  office*,  tntsts, 
and  professions,  are  not  administered  to  such  of  the 

ilergy  as  are  included  in  the  sane. 

V.  We  present  that  the  times  at  Which  the 
severs!  parochial  committees  meet  or  are  appointed 
for  their  meeting,  are  not  made  poblicj  and  we  de 
recommend  that  they  do  pnblish  the  same  in  the 
public  papers,  that  all  persona  who  are  desirous  ol 
obtaining  leave  to  sue  for  debts,  msy  know  when 

I  apply. 

VI.  We  present  s*  a  great  grievance,  more  par- 
lieularly  at  this  time,  tbe  want  of  due  attention  to 
the  road*  and  ftrries  in  this  eolonyg  many  of  the 

lids  not  being  sufficiently  wide  and  worked  upoB 
•greesble  to  law,  and  the  ferries  b  general  not 
having  boats  sufficient  to  forward  passengers  upon 
iny  emergent  o 


vn.  We  present  as  a  grievance  the  too  Iteqtmt 
forestalling  out  of  the  waggons,  coming  from  ^c 
back  pari*  of  the  country,  the  many  neeesasrlee 
af  life,  by  which  the  good  inbcbitsnts  of  this  towa 
ire  obliged  to  pay  most  exorbitant  price*  for  tbe 
lame;  and  with  submission  would  recommend  a 
place  to  be  appointed  for  the  sale  of  bacon,  flour, 
butter,  and  other  such  neeessaries  brought  to 
town  in  carriages,  to  be  regulated  by  the  market 

Vin.  We  present  the  want  of  a  proper  persosi 
by  law  to  oblige  the  sellers  of  blade*  and  hay,  to 
weigh  the  tame  at  a  public  scale. 

JanatMtui  5caf(,/emuui  [l.  s-] 
CesTj^  Cfte,  [l.  s.J 

Titmat  Jim;  [a.  s.] 

JiAn  Lighlmad,  [l.  s.] 

Peter  Leger,  [i.  s.] 

t'ldlip  Meyer,  [l.  s.] 

/mqc  Mazyct,  [l.  S-J 

Jiha  Owen,  [l.  s.] 

Jtha  Smj)tk,  [l.  b.] 

Jeteph  Jenkim,  [l.  s.} 

Jaieph  Car,  [l.  s.] 

J)amel  Leneme,  [t,.  s.] 

Xitm»  Dalar^ne,  (l.  s-] 

AJiH  •Ki^Uar;,  [L.  *  } 
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ANOTHER-BY  JUDGE  DRAYTON. 


At  t  court  of  MHIRAI  8MS10WS  OF  THE  PF  AC»,  OTFB 
AVD  TEWniriM,  ASSIXm  AKD  ORHIBAL  OAOL  »»"y»- 

nr,  begun  and  hoWen  ki  CharUtton.  for  the  d is- 
trict  of  C^rZtr«ron,  on  Tuesdty,  October  \5\h  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord.  1776-Bcforc  ;.he  hon. 
WiiUAJi  Hffet  DttATTOJf,  csQ.  chicf  justicc, 
and  his  asieciates,  justices  of  the  said  court. 
OtDEBra,  That  the  charge  delivered  by  his  honor, 
the  chief  justice,  to  the  grand  ju^.  and  Oie^ 


I  beneficial.  It  is  your  birth  rigrlit  by  the  law  m  na- 
ture—it  is  even  valid  by  the  fundamental  laws  of 
your  country — you  were  placed  in  possession  of  it 
by  the  band  of  God!— particulars  evidencing  a  sub- 
ject of  the  higliest  import.— Gentlemen  of  the 
grand  jury,  it  is  my  duty  to  mark  to  you  the  great 
lines  of  your  conduct;  and  so  to  endeavor  to  ex- 
plain the  nature  of  each,  that  you  may  clearly  see 


]^^<|.  jto  discharge  those  services  which  are  required  at 


By  order  of  the  court, 

JOHN  COLCOCK,  C.  C.  S. 

THE  CHAROS  TO  THE  OBAND  JUBT. 

Genthnten  of  the  ffr  and  jury. -Tht  last  time  I  had 
the  honor  to  address  a  grand  jury  in  this  court,  I 
apo«nded  to  them  the  constitution  of  their  coun- 
try,  aa  esUWished  by  congress  on  the  26th  day  of 
March  last,  independent  of  royal  authority.  I  laid 
before  them  the  causes  of  that  important  change 


your  hands.  And  hence,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
lay  before  you  some  observations  upon  the  nature 
of  the  American  revolution,  which  by*  every  tie, 
divine  and  human,  you  are  bound  to  support.  I 
shall  therefore  endeavor  to  draw  your  attention  to 
this  great  subject,  necessarily  including  the  lines 
of  your  particular  conduct. 

It  is  but  to  glance  an  eye  over  the  historic  page. 


before  them  tne  causes  or  xn..  ....j-urv.. .^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^.^^  ^^^  ^^^^.^^  ^^ ^^^.^^  .^  ^.^.^^^ 

bf  our  govemment-a  comparison  of  these,  ^»^M  ^^^e  Almighty  decree.  Empires  have  their  rise  to 
those  that  occasioned  the  English  revolution   or\  .^     ■ 


1688— and  the  law  resulting  from  the  injuries  in 
each  case  I  spoke  to  that  grand  jury  of  the  late 
teTolation  of  South  Carolina.  I  mean  to  speak  to 
yoa  upon  a  more  important  subject— the  rise  of  the 
American  empire. 

The  great  act  in  March  last  upon  the  matter, 
eimstituted  oar  country   totally   independent   of 
(Sreat  Britain.    For  it  was  calculated  to  place  in 
ftor  hands  the  whole  legislative,  executive  and  ju- 
dicial  powers  of  government;  and  to  enable  us,  in 
thfe  oiott  eflfectuil  manner,  by  farce  of  arms,  to  op- 
pose^  resist  and  war  against  the  British  crown.  The 
let  natarally  looked  forward  to  an  accommoda- 
tionof  the  unhappy  differences  between  tliat  power 
and  America:  In  like  manner  every  declaration  of 
wv  between  independent  states,  implies  a  future 
Mcoiamodation  of  their  disputes.    But,  although 
by  that  act  we  were  upon  the  matter  made  inde- 
pendent, yet  there  were  no  words  in  it  specially 
declarative  of  that  independency.    Scch  a  decla. 
ntion  was  of  right  to  be  made  only  by  the  general 
coopessi  because  the  united  voice  and  strength  of 
America  were  necessary  to  give  a  desirable  credit 
uid  prospect  of  stabillly  to  a  declared  state  of  total 
Mparation  from  Great  BriUin:    And  the  general 
congress,  as  the  onl>   means  left  by  which  tbey 
W  a  chance  to  avert  the  ruin  of  America,  have  is- 
itied  a  declaration,  by  which  all  political  connec- 
tioQ  between  you  and  the  state  sf  Great  Britain  is 
totally  dissolved. 

Carolinians!  heretofore  you  were  bound— by  the 
ibe  American  rcfolution  you   are  now  free.    The 
cjMje  is  most  important— most  honorable— most 
11. 


a  zenith — and  their  declension  to  a  dissolution.  The 
years  of  a  man,  nay  the  hours  of  the  insect  on  the 
bank  of  the  Hypanis,  that  lives  but  a  day,  epito- 
mize the  advance  and  decay  of  the  strength  and 
duration  of  dominion!  One  common  fate  awaits  all 
things  upon  earth— a  thousand  ciuses  accelerate 
or  delay  their  perfection  or  ruin.— To   look   a 
little  into  remote  times,  we  see  that,  from  the 
most  contemptible  origin  npon  record,  Rome  be- 
came the  most  powerful  state  tliesun  ever  saw:  The 
woBUi  bowed  before  her  imperial  Fasces!— yet, 
having  ran  through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  domi- 
nion, her  course  was  finished.    Her  empire  was  dis- 
solved, that  the  separated  members  of  it  might 
arise  to  ran  through  similar  revolutions. 

Great  Britain  wms  a  part  of  this  mighty  empire. 
But,  being  dissolved  from  it,  in  her  turn  she  also 
extended  her  dominion: — arrived  at,  and  passed 
her  zenithp    Three  and  thirty  years  numbered  the 
illustrious  days  of  the  Roman  greatness— Eight 
years  measure  the  duration  of  the  British  grandeur 
in  meridian  lustre!   How  few  are  the  days  of  true 
glory!  The  extent  of  the  Roman  period  is  from 
their  complete  conquest  of  Italy,  which  gave  them 
a  place  whereon  to  stand,  that  they  might  shake 
the  world,  to  the  original  cause  of  their  declension, 
their  introduction  of  .Viiatic  luxury.    Tiie  British 
period  is  fVom  the  year  1758,  wlien  they  victo- 
riously pursued  their  enemies  into  every  quarter  of 
the  globe,  to  the  immediate  cause  of  their  decline 
—their  injustice  di«tplayed  by  the  stamp  act. — In 
short,  like  the  Roman  empire.  Great  Britain  in  her 
constitution  of  government,  contained  a  poison  to 
bring  on  her  decay;  and  in  each  case,  this  poison 


se 
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Wiia  drawn  inio  a  niiiious  operation  by  the  riches 
snd  luxuries  of  the  east.    Thus^by  naturtl  causes 
and  common  effects,  the  American  stales  are  be- 
come dissolved  from  the  British   dominion.— 'And 
IS  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  Britain  has  experienced 
the  invariable  fate  of  empire!  We  are  not  surprised 
when  we  sec  youth  or  a^e  yield  to  the  common 
lot  of  huiiianlly— Xay,  to  repine  that,  in  our  day, 
Americi  is  dissolved  frim  the  British  state,  is  im- 
piously to  question  the  unerring  wisdom  of  Provi- 
dence.   The  Al-Tiighty  s^tteth  up,  and  be  casteth 
down:  He  breiks  the  sceptre,  and  transfers  the 
'dominion:  He  has  made  choice  of  tlie  present  gene- 
ration to  erect  the  American  empire.    Thankful  as 
we  are,  and  ought  to  be,  for  an  appointment  of  the 
kind,  the  most  illustrious  that  ever  was,  let  each 
inlividual  exert  himself  in  this  important  opera- 
tion directed  by  Jehovah  himself —From  a  short 
retrospect,  it  Is  evident  the  work  was  not  the  pre- 
sent design  of  man.  « 

Never  were  a  people  more  wrapped  up  in  a  king, 
than  the  Americans  were  in  George  the  third  in 
the  year  1763.  They  revered  and  obeyed  the  Bri- 
tish  government,  becaute  it  protected  /Awn— they 
fondly  called  Great  Britain— bjmc!  But,  from  that 
time,  the  British  counsels  took  a  ruinous  turn; 


fword  of  the  murderer  at  their  breasts,  the  Ame- 
ricans thought  only  of  new  petitions.  It  is  well 
known  there  was  not  then  even  an  idea  that  the 
independence  of  America  would  be  the  work  of 

m 

ihii  generation:   For  people  yet  had  a  confidence 
in  the  integrity  of  the  British  monarch.  At  length 
subsequent  edicts  being  also  passed,  to  restrain 
the  Americans  from  enjoying  the  bounty  of  Provi- 
dence on  their  own  coast,  and  to  eut  off  their 
trade  with  each  other  and  with  foreign  states-* 
the  royal  rmord  yet  bsikivo  rdth  American  blood, 
and  the  king  still  deaf  to  the  prayers  of  the  people 
for  '*peace,  liberty  and  safety;"  it  was  even  ao  late 
as  the  latter  end  of  the  last  year,  before  that  oon« 
fidence  visibly  declinerl;  and  it  was  generally  seen 
that  the  quarrel  was  likely  to  force  America  into 
an  immediate  state  of  independence.    But  tucb 
an  event  was  not  expected,  because  it  was  thought 
the  monarch,  from  motives  of  policy,  if  not  from 
inclination,  would  heal  our  wounds,  and  thereby 
prevent  the  separation;  but  it  was  not  wished  for, 
because  men  were  unwilling  to  break  off*  old  con- 
nections, and  change  the  usual  form  of  goTeni* 
ment. 

Strch  were   the  sentiments  of  America  until  the 
arrival  of  the  British  act  of  parliament  declaring 


ceasing  to  protect— they  sought  to  ruin  America,  ^hc  Americans  out  of  the  royal  protection,  andde- 
the  stamp  act,  declaratory  law,  and  the  duties  upon 
tea  and  other  articles,  at  once  proclaimed  their  in- 
justice, and  announced  to  the  Americans,  that  they 
had  but  little  room  for  hope;  infinite  space  for 
fear. — Iv  taxw  thxt  pstitio.xxo  Fom  nsD&Ess!- 
Authorised  by  the  law  of  nature,  they  exerted  the 
inherent  powers  of  society,  and  resiated  the  edicts 
which  told  them  that  they  had  no  property;  and 
that  against  their  consent,  and  by  men  over  whom 
tliey  had  no  control,  they  were  to  be  bound  in 
all  cases  wiiatsoevcr.— Dreadful  informationl^Pa- 
tience  could  not  but  resent  them.    However  re- 
gardless of  such  feelings,  and  resolved  to  endeavor 
to  support  those  all  grasping  claims,  early  in  the 
year  1774,  the  British  tyranny  made  other  edicU 
—to    ofertum    American    charters — to   suspend 
or  destroy,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  crown,  the  value 
of  private  property — to  block  up  the  port  of  Bos- 
ton III  terrorem  to  other  American  ports^to  give 
murder   the    sanction  of  law— to  establish  the 
Rjma:i  Catholic  religion,  and  to  m^ike  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  a  despot  in  Canada;  and  as  much  so 
as  he  then  chase  to  be  in  Massachusetts  Bay.    And 
general  Gage  was  sent  to  Boston  with  a  considera- 
ble force  ,to  usher  these  edicts  into  action,  and  the 
Americans  into  slavery. 

Their  pctitioika  thua  anstrfredeTen  with  the 


nouncing  a  general  war  against  them.    But  coun- 
sels too  refined,  generally  produce  contrary  and 
unexpected  events.    So  the  whole  system  of  Bri- 
tish  policy  respecting  America,  since  the  year  1763, 
calculated  to  surprise,  deceive,  or  drive  the  peo- 
ple into  slavery — urged  them  into  independence: 
and  this  act  of  parliament*  in  particular*  finally 
released  America  from  Great  Britain.    Antece- 
dent to  this,  the  British  king,  by  his  hostilitiea, 
had  as  far  as  he  personally  could,  absolved  Ameri- 
ca from  that  faith,  allegiance  and  subjection  she 
owed  him;  because  the  law  of  our  land  expreaaly 
declares,  these  are  due  only  in  return  for  his  pro- 
tection, allegiance  being  ysimdeJ  on  the  benefit  of 
protection.    Bat  God  knowing  that  we  are  in  peril 
by  false  brethren  as  well  as  by  real  enemies,  oat 
of  his  abundant  mercy  has  caused  us  to  be  released 
from  subjection,  by  yet  abetter  title  than  the  mere 
oppressions  of  a  man  in  the  kingly  office.— This 
title  is  singular  in  its  kind— It  is  the  voluntary  and 
joint  act  of  the  whole  British  legislature,  on  the 
twenty  first  day  of  Dscember,  1775,  releasing  the 
faith,  allegiance  and  subjection  of  America  to  the 
British  crown,  by  oolemnly  declaring  the  former  aiil 
*>f  the  protection  of  the  latter;  and  thereby,  agreeable 
to  every  principle  of  law,  actnally  tUotoMnf  Vb» 
original  contract  between  king  and  people. 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


8S 


Hence,  an  American  cannot,  legaUy,  at  U»c  luit 
<tf  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  be  indicted  of  high 
trcaioo;  because  the  indictment  cannat  charge  Lim 
with  an  act  contra  Ugtantite  9va  Hebitums  for,  not 
beif^  protected  by  that  king,  the  law  holda  that 
he  does  not  owe  him  any  faith  and  allegiance.    So 
in  alien  eneoiy,  even  invading  the  kingdom  of 
England,  and  taken  in  arms,  cannot  be  dealt  with 
M  a  traitor,  because  he  viQlatet  no  trutt  ar  aUe 
gioMce,    In  abort  this  doctrine,  laid  down  in  the 
best  law  authorities,  is  a  criterion  whereby  we  may 
safely  judge,  whether  or  not  a  particular  people 
are  subject  to  a  particular  government.    And  thus 
upon  the  matter,  that  decisive  act  of  parliament 
a^  Jact9  created  the  united  colonies  free  and  in- 
dependent states. 

These  particulars  evidence  against  the  royal  ca- 
laoiniator  in  the  strongest  manner.    Let  him  not 
with  unparalleled  effrontery  from  a  throne  con- 
t'mue  to  declare,  that  the  Americans  «*meaiit  only 
to  arouse,  by  vague  expressions  of  attachment 
and  the  strongest  professions  of  loyalty,  whilst 
they  were  preparing  for  a  general  revolt,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  an  independent  empire." 
Oa  TH«  rimsT  of  SarrKMBia,  1775,  Richard  Penn 
snd  Arthur  Lee,  esquires,  delivered  to  lord  Oart- 
iDouth,  he  being  secretary  of  state,  a  petition  from 
the  congress  to  the  king,  when  lord  Dartmouih 
told  thtm,  "HO  AHswBK  WOULD  BE  oivEs.*    The 
petition  contained  this  remarkable  passage,  that 
the  king  would  **be  pleated  f  direct  tome  mede^  by 
■mkieh  the  united  apphcationt  of  hit  faithful  cohnittn 
to  the  throntt  in  pretence  of  their  common  councilt, 
might  be  improved  into  a  f  KnMAwaMT  awd  happt  kkgor* 
ciUATioss  ofid  that  in  the  mean  time,  meaturet  mi^ht  be 
taken  for  preveiMng  the  further  detV  uction  of  the  livet  of 
kitmajeotif't  oubjecU.'*  Ysr,  ■otwithsta^diho  this, 
oathe  26th  of  OcToaan /»//o»iii^,  from  the  throne, 
the  king  charged  the  Americans  wiih  aiming  ai 
iodependenee!   The  facts  1  have  sUted  are  known 
to  the  world;  they  are  yet  more  stubborn  than  the 
tyrant.    But  let  other  facts  be  also  stated  agpiinst 

hitn. There  was  a  time,  whe.i  the  American 

army  before  Boston  had  not  a  thousand  weight  of 
gunpowder — the  forces  were  unable  to  advance  into 
Canada,  until  they  received  a  smAll  supply  of  pow. 
der  firom  this  country,  and  for  which  the  general 
congress  expressly  sent — and  when  we  took  up 
arms  a  few  months  before,  we  begun  with  a  stock 
of  five  hundred  weigh.! — These  gvand  magazines 
of  ammunition  du.nonsirate,  to  be  sure,  that  Ame- 
rica, or  even  Massachuselts  iiiy,  was  preparing  to 
enter  the  military  roud  to  independence! — On  the 
euairary,  if  we  couriider  the  m4aaer  in  which  Gi-6al 


Britain  has  conducted  her  irritating  and  hostile 
:neasures,  we  cannot  but  clearly  see,  that  God  haa 
darkened  her  counsels;  and  that  with  a  stretched 
out  arm,  he  himself  has  delivered  us  out  of  the 
house  of  bondage,  and  has  led  us  on  to  empire. 

In  the  year  1774,  general  6sge  arrived  at  Bo9* 
ton  to  awe  the  people  into  a  submission   to   the 
edicts  against  Amsrica.     The  force  he  brought 
wan,  by  the  oppressors,  thought  not  only  sufficient 
tocompel  obedience,  buttbat  tliis  would  be  effected 
even  at  the  appearance  of  the  sword.    But,  the 
continent  being  roused  by  the  edicts,  general  Gage, 
to  his  surprise,  found  that  he  had  not  strength 
sufficient  to  carry  them  into  execution.    Jn  this 
situation  tilings  continued  several  months,  while, 
on  t^.e  one  hand,  the  general  received  reinforce- 
ments, and  on  the  otiier,  the  people  acquired  a 
contempt  for  the  troops,  and  found  time  to  form 
their  militia  into  some  order  to  oppose  the  force 
they  saw  accumulating  for  their  destruction  — 
Hence,  in  the  succeeding  April,  when  the  general 
commenced   hostilities,  he*  w!)s  defeated.     The 
victory  produced  the  most  important  effects.— 
The  people  were  animated  to  besiege  Boston, 
where  it  soon  appeared,  tliat  the  British   troops 
were  too  weak  to  make  any  impression  upon  them, 
thus  acquiring  military  knowledge,  by  the  actual 
operations   of   war. — The   united   colonies    were 
roused  to  arms.— They  new  modelled  their  militia 
— ^raised  regular  troops— fortified  the  harbors— and 
crushed  the  tory  parties  among  them. — Success 
fired  the  Americans  with  a  spirit  of  enterprise. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  king  passed  such  other 
edicts  as,   adding  to  the  calendar  of    injuries, 
widened  the  civil  breach,  and  narrowed  the  band 
of  the  American  union.    And  such  supplies  were, 
from  time  to  time,  sent  fur  the  relief  of  Boston,  aa 
not  in  any  degree  sufficient  to  enable  general  Gage 
to  raiiic  the  siege;  answered  no  other  ends  but  to 
increase  the  number,  heighten  the  spirit,  advance 
the  discipline  of  the  American  army,  and  to  cause 
every  member  of  the  union  to  exert  every  ability 
to  procure  arma  and  ammunition  from   abroad. 
Thtis  trained  on  evidently  by  the  Almighty,  these 
troops,  reproached  by  general  Gage  when  they  first 
sat  down  before  Boston,  that  "with  a  preposterous 
parade  of  military  arrangements,  they  afl*ected  to 
bold  the  army   besieged,"  in   less   than   eleven 
months  compelled  that   British  army,  although 
considerably  reinforced,  to   abandon   Boston    by 
stealth,  and  to  trust  their  safety,  not  to  their  arms, 
out   to   the   winds.     The  British  ministry  have 
attempted  to  put  a  gloss  upon  this  remove  of  their 
army;    However,  the  cannon,  stores  and  provision! 
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they  left  in  Ba&ton,  are  in  our  band«,  lubsUntiali  kingly  office,  and  his  protection  out  of  this  conn- 


iDHrks  of  their  flight. 

Thus  there  appears  to  have  been  a  fatality  in 
their  Munsels  respecting  Boston,  the  grand  seat 
of  contention;  their  forces  being  inadequate  to 
the  enterprize  on  which  tliey  were  sent:  And  un- 
der the  same  influence  have  their  attacks  been 
directed  against  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 
Savannah  and  this  capital.  Such  a  9erie»  of  events 
in  striking!  It  surely  displays  an  over-ruling  Pro- 
vidence that  has  confounded  the  British  counsels, 
to  t!>e  end  that  America  should  not  have  been  at 
first  shackled,  and  thereby  prevented  from  acquir- 
ing a  knowlc(!ge  of,  and  confidence  in  her  strength^ 
to  be  attained  only  by  an  esperimental  trial  and 
succcKhful  exertion  of  it,  previous  to  the  TIritish 
rulers  doing  <ic<8  driving  her,  either  into  slaver}* 
or  independence.— The  same  trace  of  an  over*rttl- 
ing  Providence  is  evident  throughout  the  whole 
transaction  of  the  Knglish  revolution  of  16S8.  King 
James  received  early  information  of  the  prince  of 
Grange's  intention  to  invade  England;  and  Louis 
the  XI T.  oir^rcd  the  king  a  powerful  assistance. 
Itut  his  counsels  were  confounded  fVoro  on  high: 
Jle  paid  little  attention  to  the  first— he  neglected 
the  Ust.  The  winds  blew,  and  how  opportunely 
have  they  aided  uf;  the  winds  detained  James's 
tleet  at  anchor;  while  they,  directing^  the  course  of 
t!ic  prince,  enabled  him  without  any  loaa  to  land 
in  England,  at  a  time  when  no  person  thought  of  a 
revolution,  which  was  destined  to  take  place  with- 
in but  a  few  weeks.  Unexpected,  wonderful  and 
nipid  movements,  character  the  liritish  and  Ame- 
rican revolutions:  They  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  pr<meditated  by  man.  And  from  so  close  a 
similitude,  in  so  many  points,  between  the  two 
revolutions,  we  have  great  reason  to  hope  that  the 
American,  like  the  Qritub^  will  be  stable  against 
the  tyrant. 

As  I  said  before,  in  my  last  charge,  I  drew  a 
puniUcl  between  the  causes  which  oceasioned  the 
Knglish  revolution,  and  those  which  occasioned 
our  local  revolution  in  March  last;  and  I  examined 
tlic  famous  resolution  of  the  lords  and  commons 
of  England  at  Westminster,  declaring  the  law  up- 
on James's  conduct.    The  two  first  points  of  it 


try.^'  Thus  couching  my  thoughts  upon  the  vrtiele 
of  the  withdrawing,  in  order  that  the  ptrallel 
should  be  continued  throughout  as  close  aa  Use 
subject  would  admit,  without  attempting  to  extract 
the  essence  from  the  substance  of  the  refolution^ 
to  demonstrate  that  such  a  parallel  was  not  neces- 
sary: A  mode  which,  the  subject  being  new,  might 
not  then  perhaps  have  been  so  generally  eatiafke- 
tory.  But,  as  the  American  revolution  leads  me 
again  to  mention  that  resolution,  which  in  the 
strongest  manner  justifies  it,  I  make  no  scruple 
now  to  say,  that  the  resoluUon,  though  appearing 
to  point  out  several  kinds  of  criminality,  yet  has 
only  one  idea  thus  variously  represented. 


''Unsolved,  That  king  James  the  aecond  htnnng 
endeavored  to  ntbvert  the  constitution  of  the  king- 
dom, by  breaking  the  original  contract  between 
king  and  people;  and,  by  the  advice  of  Jesuits  and 
other  wicked  persons,  havinf  violated  the  funda- 
mental laws,  and  kavinff  -mithdra-mn  himteff  out  of 
the  kingdom,  has  abdicated  the  government,  and 
that  the  throne  is  thereby  vacant.** 

But,  before  I  make  any  further  observation  upon 
this  resolution,  allow  me  to  shew  you  the  sense  of 
Scotland  in  the  last,  and  of  America  in  the  present 
century,  touching  an  abdication,  of  govemmenti 
and  you  will  find,  that  the  voice  of  nature  is  tbe 
same,  in  either  extremity  of  the  (^obe^  and  in  dif- 
ferent ages. 

The  estates  of  Scotland  having  enumerated  king 
James's  mat-administration,  and  in  which  there 
was  no  article  of  withdrawing,  they  declared,  that 
*<thereby  he  had  forefaulted  the  rights  of  the 
crown,  and  the  throne  was  become  vaeant.** — And 
the  representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, stating  their  grievances  under  king  George 
the  third,  decreed,  that  *«he  has  abdicated  go- 
vernment here,  by  declaring  us  out  of  his  protec- 
tion, and  waging  war  against  us."  And  that  **n 
prince,  whose  character  is  thus  marked  by  every 
act  which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the 
ruler  of  a  free  people." 

Thus  in  each  case  it  is  apparent,  the  abdicatioTi 
or  fbrefauUing  took  place  from  but  one  and  the 


applied  to  our  own  cane  in  the  closest  manner,  and  1 9:ime  cause— M«/ai7rir«  of  protection:     And  this  Is 


in  applying  the  third,  treating  of  JamesS  with- 
drawing, I  pointed  out  that  the  abdication  of  the 
regal  government  among  us,  was  immediately  ef- 
fected, not  only  by  the  withdrawing  of  the  regal 
stibstitute,  with  the  ensigns  of  government,  but 
that  king:  George  had  withdrawn  himself,  "by 
uiihdrawing  the  constitutional   benefits  pf   the 


the  single  idea  that,  I  apprehend,  is  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  Westminster.  Search  to  understand,  what 
is  a  breach  of  the  original  contract— what  a  viola- 
tion of  the  fundamental  laws  wherein  consisted 
the  criminalty  of  James's  withdrawing?  Your  en- 
quiry must  terminate  thus —  a  failure  of  protection. 
—Independent  of  the  nature  of  the  subject,  the 
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^\%iory  of  that  time  warrants  tbU  c<m»truciioi» 
iipo>i  the  wilhdrawing  in  particular.    For,  upon 
James's  first  flying  from  Whitehall,  quitting  the 
administration  without  proTiding  a  power  to  pro- 
tect the  people,  he  was  considered  by  the  prince 
of  Orange,  and  the  heads  of  the  English  nation, 
as  having  then  absolutely  abdicated  the  govern- 
nent,  and  terminated  his  reign;  and  they  treated 
him  accordingly  npon  his  sudden  return  to  White- 
hall, fipom  whence  he  was  immediately  ejected.    In 
short,  a  failure  of  protection  being  once  esUblished, 
it  necessarily  includes,  and  implies  a  charge  of  « 
breach  of  original  contract— a  violation  of  funda- 
mental  laws— and  a  withdrawing  of  the  king:    1 
do  not  mean  the  individual  person,  but  the  officer 
so  called.    For  the  officer  being  constituted  to 
dispense  protection,  and  there  being  a  failure  of  now  in  our  possession,  we  need  no  ingenuity  of 
it.it  is  evident,  ^'mayude,  that  the  officer  is  with-  thought,  or  display  of  eloquence.    To  him  who 


vctraeis  ihi'  uttention  of  the  rest  of  the  universe^ 
Aod  bids  fair,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  to  be  the 
most  glorious  of  any  upon  record. — America  bails 
Gurope,  Asia  and  Africa!— She  proffers  peacje  and 
plenty!  '  * 

This  revolution,  forming  one  of  the  roost  im* 
portant  epochaa  in  the  history,  not  of  a  nation, 
but  of  the  world,  is,  as  it  were,  an  eminence  from 
which  we  may  observe  the  things  around  us.  And 
I  am  miturally  led  to  explain  the  value  of  that 
grand  object  now  in  our  possession  and  view— to 
state  the  American  ability  by  arms  to  maintain 
the  acquisition— and  to  shew  the  conduct,  by 
which  a  patriotic  grand  jury  may  md  the  establish- 
ment of  our  infjmt  empire. 

To  make  men  sensible  of  the  value  of  the  object 


drawn;  and  in  reality,  because  the  law  will  not 

admit  that  the  officer  can  be  present  and  not  dis- 

pense  protection,  as  the  law  ascribes  to  the  king 

ia  his  political  capacity  absolute  perfectioni  and 

therefore  it  will  intend  %  withdrawing  and  abdica- 

tion,  m  exclusion  of  any  idea  of  his  being  present 

asd  doing  wrong.    Protection  was  the  great  end 

for  vhich  mankind  formed  societies.    On  this  hang 

tU  the  doties  of  a  king.    It  is  the  one  thing  needful 

IB  rofslty. 

VpoB  the  whole,  what  is  civil  liberty,  or  by 
tbst  eoBdoct  it  may  be  oppressed,  by  what  means 
the  oppromion  ought  to  be  removed,  or  an  abdica- 
tioa  or  fiireftolting  of  the  government  may  be 
iBdneed,  cannot  precisely  be  ascertained,  and  laid 
dovn  SB  rules  to  the  world.  Humanity  is  interested 
k  these  sobjects.  Nature  alone  will  judge;  and 
ihe  vill  decide  upon  the  occasion  without  regard 
to  precedent.  In  America,  nature  has  borne  Bri 
tiih  oppression  so  long  as  it  was  tolerable;  but 
there  is  a  load  of  injury  which  cannot  be  endured. 
Ifatnrc  felt  it  And  the  people  of  America,  acting 
tpon  natural  principles,  by  the  mouths  of  their 
tpiesentatives  in  congress  sssembled,  st  Philadel- 
phia, oQ  the  fourth  day  of  July  last,  awfully  declared 
"-tnd  revere  the  sentence!— **That  these  United 
Colsmes  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and 
indcpeiident  states,  that  they  are  absolved  from 
tU  allegiance  to  the  British  crown;  and  that  all 
political  connection  between  them  and  the  state 
of  Great  Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  dis- 
»ohred.»» 

A  decree  is  now  gone  forth,  hot  to  be  recalled! 
And  thus  has  suddenly  arisen  in  the  world,  a  new 


doubts  of  the  meridian  sun,  it  is  sufficient  to  point 
to  it.  So  in  the  present  case,  as  welt  to  demonstrate 
the  value  of  the  object  as  the  justice  of  our  claim 
te  it,  we  need  only  hold  it  up  to  view.— It  is,  to 

KAniTAIV  AXOVO  THB  TOWinS  oV  THB  E4BTB,  TBK 
SBPABATB  ABD  B4UAL  ftTATTOW  TO  WBICR  THB  LAWS 
OB  BTAtCBB  ABB  OF  ITATBB'S  OOD  BHTXTLB  VS. — A  feW 

months  ago  we  fought  only  to  preserve  to  the  la- 
borer the  fruits  of  his  toil,  free  Arom  the  all-coveting 
grasp  of  the  British  tyrant,  alietii  affpetent,  ^r;i 
profutue,  and  to  defend  a  people  from  being,  like 
brute  beasts,  bound  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  But 
these  two  last  ingredients  to  make  life  agreeable, 
are  now  melted  into,  inseparably  blended  with,  and 
wholly  included  in  the  first,  which  is  now  become 
TBB  objsCt  for  which  Americs,  ex  necesntute,  wars 
against  Britain — And  1  shall  now  point  out  to  you 
the  continental  ability,  by  arms,  to  maiutain  this 
invaluable  station. 


When,  in  modem  times,  P!ii1ip  of  Spain  became 
the  tyrant  of  the  low  countries  in  Europe,  of  seven- 
teen  provinces  which  composed  those  territories, 
seven  only  effectually  confederated  to  preserve 
their  liberties,  or  to  perish  in  the  attempt    They 
saw  Philip  the  most  powerful  prince  in  the  Old 
world,  and  master  of  Mexico  and  Peru  in  the  new 
—nations,  incessantly  pouring  into  his  territoricii 
floods  of  gold  and  silver.    They  saw  him  possesf?cd 
of  the  best  troops,  and  the  most  formidable  navy 
in  the  universe;  and  aiming  at  no  less  than  universal 
monarchy! — But  these  seven   provinces,  making 
but  a  speck  upon  the  globe,  saw  themselves  wKh- 
nut  armies,  fleets,  or  funds  of  money:  yet  seeing 
tbemselveb  on  the  point  of  being  by  a  tyrant  bound 


empire,  styled  the  United  States  of  America.    An  Tin  all  cases  whatsoever,  noOly  refi/in^  vpon  Pro 


Cl^pii^  that  as  soon  as  started   into    existence,  vidence  arid  the  Justice  of  their  came,  they  resolved 
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to  oppose  the  tyruii's  whole  force,  and  at  least  was  even  this,  that  her  grand  army  of  but  36^00(> 
dtitrve  to  be  free.  They  fought,  they  bled,  and  men,  could  Dot  open  the  present  campaign  be- 
were  often  brought  to  the  door  of  destruction.*-  fore  the  end  of  August  last— Add  to  these  partioa- 
Tsi^jaisousLZD  TBiiB  BTTOBTs  IB  PBOfoBTioB  TO  Urs,  the  troops  are  unaccustomed  to  the  sudden 

vioissiittdes  of  the  American  climate  and  the 
extremes  of  cold,  heat,  and  rain.  They  cannot 
proceed  without  camp  equipage,  because  they  nre 
used  to  such  luxuries.  The  very  scene  of  their 
operations  is  a  matter  of  discouragement  to  tten, 
because  they  know  not  the  country;  and  for  their 
supplies  of  men,  stores  and  the  greatest  part  of 
their  proi^ions,  they  must  look  to  Great  Britain 
— and  there  is  a  vast  abyss  between. — Hence  thdr 
supplies  must  be  precarious  at  best;  and  failing, 
they  may  be  involved  in  ruin.  A  check  may  aJTect 
them  as  a  defeat—a  defeat  in  battle  may  annihilate 
their  very  army.— Such  seems  to  be  the  situation 
of  Great  Britain,  while  wnly  the  American  war  is 
on  her  hands.  But  do  we  not  see  Fbabcb  and 
Spaib,  her  inveterate  enemies,  now  watchiQgfbr 
the  critical  moment  when  they  shall  swallow  up 
her  West  India  islands!  When  this  crisis  appears, 
which,  from  the  now  quick  arrivals  ef  French  vet* 
sels  in  Amerios,  and  fh>m  the  forces  already  col- 
lected, and  others  now  daily  poured  into  the  islands 
by  those  powers,  cannot  be  far  distant,  what  will 
be  the  situation  of  Great  Britain! 


THEiB  BABGXB.  And  the  inhabitants  of  that  epeck 
of  earth,  compelled  the  master  of  domiiuons  so 
extensive,  that  it  was  boasted  the  sun  was  never 
absent,  to  treat  with  them  as  a  free  and  independent 
people! 

For  a  moment,  and  with  the  aid  of  %  fearful 
imagination,  let  us  suppose  that  the  American 
etates  are  now  as  defenceless  as  the  Hollanders 
then  were;  and  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  is 
now  as  powerful  as  Philip  then  was.  Yet  even 
such  a  state  of  things,  could  not  be  a  plea  for  any 
degree  of  submission  on  our  part  Did  not  the 
Hollanders  oppose  their  weakness  to  the  strength 
of  Spain?  Are  not  the  Americans  engaged  in  as 
good  a  cause  as  the  Hollanders  fought  mi  Are 
the  Americans  less  in  love  with  liberty  than  the 
Hollanders  were?  Shall  we  not  in  this,  a  similar 
cause,  dare  those  perils  that  they  successfully 
combat'ed?  Shall  we  not  deterve  freedom!— Our 
past  acUons  presage  our  future  achievements  and 
animate  us  in  our  military  efforts  for  "peace,  li- 
berty and  safety."'^  But  see  the  real  powers  of 
Great  Britain. 

Staggering  beneath  the  load  of  an  enormous  debt, 
the  very  annual  interest  of  which,  in  the  year  1775, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  four  millions  eight  hun- 
dred snd  eighty  thousand  pounds  sterling.  Great 
Britain  scarcely  supports  the  weight  which  is  yet 
rapidly  increasing.    During  the  present  yesr,  she 
prosecutes  the  war  at  a  charge  of  more  than  nine- 
teen millions  sterling,  incurred  by  actual  expenses, 
and  by  loss  of  revenue  in  consequence  of  the  War. 
Her  trade,  her  only  resource  for  money,  is  now  in 
a  manner  destroyed;  for  her  principal  trade,  which 
was  to  this  continent,  is  jiow  at  an  end;  and  she 
sustains  heavy,  very  heavy,  losses  by  the  American 
captures  of  her  West  India  ships.  Uer  manufactures 
are  almost  at  their  last  morsel.  Her  public  credit  is 
certain  to  fail  even  by  a  short  continuance  of  the 
war.  Uer  fleets  are  not  half  manned.    And  she  is  so 
destituteof  snarmy,thatshe  isreducedto  supplicate 
even  the  petty  German  princes  for  assistance;  and 
thinks  it  worth  her  while  to  make  a  separate  treaty 
to  procure  only  668  men!<-a  Imt  effort  to  form  an  ar- 
my  in  .^iiirrtca.- But,  after  all  this  humiliating  exer- 
tion, she  has  even  upen  paper  raised  a  German  army 
of  only  16,868  men  who,  with  about  14,000  national 
troops  and  a  few  Hanoverian  regiments,  compose 
the  whole  military  force  that  she  can  collect  for 


On  the  other  hand,  America  is  pouessed  of 
resources  for  the  war,  which  appear  as  soon  as 
enquired  after;  are  found  only  by  being  sought  for; 
and  are  but  scarce  imagined  even  when  found. 
Strong  in  her  union,  on  each  coaat  and  frontier  she 
meets  the  invaders,  whether  British  or  Indian 
savages,  repelling  their  allied  attacks.  The  Ameri- 
cans now  live  without  luxury.  They  are  babitunted 
to  despise  their  yearly  profits  by  agriculture  and 
trade.  Thkt  rvoAos  »  tbs  wab  fbox  pbibcifix. 
They  follow  their  leaders  to  battle  with  povonal 
affection.  Natives  of  the  climate,  they  bear  the 
vicissitudes  and  extremities  of  the  weather.— 
Hardy  and  robust,  they  need  no  camp  equipage, 
and  they  march  with  celerity.  The  commoo  peo- 
ple have  acute  understandings;  and  there  are  those 
in  the  higher  stations,  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
arts  and  sciences,  and  have  a  comprehensive  view 
of  things  equally  with  those  who  act  against  them. 
In  short,  the  American  armies  meet  the  war  where 
they  may  be  ctnstantly  recruited  and  subsisted; 
comforted  by  the  aid  of  their  neighbors,  and  by 
reflections  upon  the  justice  of  their  cause;  and 
animated  by  seeing,  that  they  are  arrayed  in  the 
defence  of  all  that  is,  or  can  be,  dear  to  them. 

From  such  a  people  every  thing  ia  to  be  hoped 
the  American  service.    Nay,  so  arduous  a  task' lor,  noihiug  is  to  be  doubled  of.    Such  a  people. 
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though  yourg  in  the  practice  of  war,  ever  were 
superior  to  veteran  troops.  To  prove  this,  shall 
I  direct  your  attention  to  Biirope,  Asia  and  Africa, 


trict;  and  these  articles  I  shall  arrange  under  two 
heads.  The  one  relating  to  crimes  and  misdemean- 
orsy  iromediitely  injurious  to  individuals — the  other 


in  their  histories  to  point  out  to  you  numberless  relating  to  such  as  are  injurious  to  the  state. 


instances  of  this  sort?  No,  gentlemen,  America 
now  Attracts  the  eyes  of  the  world:  she  deserves 
oar  whole  attention — ^let  us  not  search  abroad,  and 
Id  remote  or  modem  times,  for  instances  of  such 
a  kind  as  we  can  find  at  home  and  in  our  own  day. 
Need  I  mention  that  such  a  people,  young  in  the 
art  of  war,  beat  veteran  troops  at  Lexington, 
slaughtered  them  at  Bunker's-hill;  and  drove  them 
out  of  Boston!  or  remind  you  of  Sullivan's -Island, 
where,  hi  an  unfinished  wooden  fort,  on  a  flat  coast, 
such  men,  during  11  hours,  and  at  the  distance  of 
500  yards,"  stood  the  whole  and  uojptermitted  fire 
of  a  British  squadron  of  2  ships  of  the  line,  5  frigates 
and  a  bomb;  and,  with  15  pieces  of  cannon,  caused 
th€  enemy  to  bum  one  of  their  largest  frigates,  and 
to  Hy  with  the  rest  of  the  squadron,  in  a  shattered 
condition,  f^om  before  our  capital! 

Such  a  contrasted  state  of  the  powers  of  America 
and  of  Britain  is,  I  iipprdiend,  a  just  representation 
of  their  abilities  with  regard  to  the  present  war; 
and  if  America  behaves  worthy  of  herself,  I  see  no 
cause  to  fear  the  enemy.  However,  in  such  a 
eoo&iet,  we  ouglit  to  expect  difficulties,  dangers 
And  defeats.  *<What,  shall  we  receive  good  at 
the  band  of  God,  and  shall  we  not  receive  evil?" 
M>'s  perseverance  in  his  duty  under  every  calamity, 
at  length  raised  him  to  the  height  of  human  felicity; 
and,  if  we  are  firm,  even  our  defeats  will  operate 
to  oar  benefit.  Let  us  remember^  that  it  was  to 
the  danger  in  which  the  Roman  state  was  reared, 
that  she  owed  her  illustrious  men  and  imperial 
Ibrtooe.  The  Roman  dignity  was  never  so  majestic; 
her  gloiy  never  so  resplendent;  her  fortitude  and 
csertions  never  so  conspicuous  and  nervous,  as 
when  Hanaiba),  in  the  successive  battles  of  Tkabia, 
Thrssymeniu  and  Cannx,  having  almost  extirpated 
their  whole  military  force,  the  very  ttate  wot  on 
ike  brink  •/  diMeluUen-^tht  Romans  cfeMrved— and 
they  Ac^red  victory! 


And  now,  gentlemen  of  the  grand  jury,  having 
in  this  manner  comidered  the  nature  of  the  Ameri- 
revolution  upon  circumstances  of  fact,  and 
les  of  law,  I  am  to  mark  the  conduct  which 
joa  ought  to  pursue,  and  which  will  enable  you 
to  aid  the  establishment  of  our  infant  empire.  But, 
that  1  may  naturally  introduce  this  subject,  I  shall 
first  state  and  explain  to  you,  the  principal  articles 
of  the  enquiry  which  you  are  sworn  to  make  on 
the  part  of  the  state,  and  for  the  body  of  this  dis- 


Those  cri&iinal  injuries  that  affect  individuals, 
respect  either  their  persons,  habitations,  or  pro- 
perty. Of  these  injuries  the  most  important  are 
such  as  effect  the  person;  and  of  such,  the  act  de- 
priving the  person  of  life  is  the  most  enormous. 

In  the  contemplation  of  law,  every  taking  of  life 
is  a  homicide;  and,  according  to  the  particular 
circumstances  of  each  case,  this  homicide  is  purely 
voluntary,  including  the  cases  of  felony,  asselfmur- 
der,  murder  respecting  another,  and  manslaughter^ 
Or,  the  homicide  is  purely  involuntary,  as  per 
inffrtuniumf  misadventure:  Or,  of  a  mixed  kind, 
ex  necesntaie;  as  se  defendende  inducing  a  forfeiture; 
or  being  under  the  requisition  or  permission  of 
law  and  not  inducing  any:  And  thus,  homicide  is 
either  justifiable,  excusable  or  felonious. 

It  is  justifiable  in  all  cases  ex  neceiritatet  ai 
when  life  is  taken  by  the  legal  execution  of  a 
criminal;  or  for  the  advancement  of  justice;  or  for 
the  prevention  of  some  atrocious  crime. 

It  is  excusable  in  cases  per  infortunium,  mis« 
adventurc;  as  when  life  is  taken  by  the  doing  a 
lawful  act  without  any  evil  intention:  So  in  cases 
te  defdndendt;  as  a  man  being  attacked  without  any 
provocation  on  hid  part,  and  having  bona  fide 
retreated  as  far  as  he  safely  could,  when  for  self- 
preservation  he  kills  the  sg^essor.  And  although 
this  last  arises  tx  neeetsitate,  and  it  would  there- 
fore seem  to  be  rather  justifiable  tlian  excusable, 
yet  the  law  intitles  it  necettitas  culpabUit,  and 
thereby  distinguishes  it  from  the  other.  For  the 
law  so  highly  respects  the  life  of  a  man,  that  it 
always  intends  some  misbehavior  in  the  person 
who  takes  it  away  without  an  express  legal  com- 
mand or  permission. 

But  homicide  is  felonious  in  all  cues  of  man- 
slaughter, murder,  and  self-murder.  In  cases  of 
manslaughter,  as  killing  another  without  any 
degree  of  malice,  and  this  killing  may  be  either 
voluntary  by  a  sudden  act  of  revenge  on  a  sudden 
provocation  and  beat,  or  it  may  be,  yet  net  ttrictly 
90 f  involuntary,  being  in  the  commission  of  some 
unlawful  act  under  the  degree  of  felony;  for  this 
killing  being  the  consequence  of  the  unlawful  act 
voluntarly  entered  upon,  the  law,  because  of  the 
previout  intent,  will  transfer  this  from  the  original 
to  the  coneequentittl  object. 

In  cases  of  murder;  as  killing  another  person^ 
ex  maUtia  pi'teeoj^itata^-    And  here  it  is  necessary 
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that  I  particularly  explain  what  the  law  eonsiders 
aa  malice  prepenae.— Malice  prepense  then,  is  an 
inclination  of  the  mind,  not  so  properly  bearing 
ill-will  to  the  person  killed,  the  commonly  received 
notion,  as  containing  an^  evil  detign,  the  dictate  of 
a  wicked  and  malignant  heart.— The  discoTcry  of 
this  secret  inclination  of  the  mind  must  arise, 
bscause  it  cannot  any  otherwise,  only  from  the 
external  effects  of  it;  and  by  such  evidence,*  the 
malignity  of  the  mind  is  held  either  express  in 
part  or  implied  in  law.— Thus,  malice  prepense  is 
held  to  be  express  in  fiict,  when  there  is  evidence 
of  a  laymg  in  wait;  or  of  menscings  antecedent, 
grudges,  or  deliberate  compasingt  to  do  some 
bodily  harm.  Even  upon  a  sudden  provocation, 
the  one  heating  or  treating  another  in  an  excessive 
and  cruel  manner,  so  that  he  dies,  though  he  did 
not  intend  his  death,,  the  slayer  displays  an  express 
evil  dedgn^  the  genuine  sense  of  malice.  This  is 
evidence  of  a  bad  heart;  and  the  act  is  equivalent 
to  a  deliberate  act  of  slaughter.  So  any  willful 
action,  likely  in  its  nature  to  kill,  without  iu  being 
aimed  at  any  person  in  particular:  For  this  shews 
an  enmity  ta«ll  mankind.  So  if  two  or  more  come 
to  do  any  felony,  or  any  unlawful  act,  the  prebable 
consequence  of  which  might  be  bloodshed,  and  one 
pf  them  kills  a  man,  it  is  murder  in  them  all,  be- 
cause of  the  unlawful  act,  the  maUtia  pr^cogUata^ 
or  evil  in/enJcrf.— But  malice  prepense  is  held  to 
be  implied  in  law,  when  one  kilb  an  officer  of 
justice  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  or  any  per- 
son assisting  him,  though  not  specially  called.  Or 
when  without  sufficient  provocation,  and  no  affront 
by  words  or  gestures  only  is  a  sufficient  provoca- 
tion, a  man  suddenly  kills  another.  Or  when,  up. 
on  a  chiding  between  husband  and  wife,  the  bus- 
band  strikes  the  wife  with  a  pestle  or  other  dan- 
gerous  weapon,  and  she  presently  dies.  These 
and  similsr  instances,  are  evidences  of  a  malice 
presense  on  the  part  of  the  slayer,  and  he  shall  be 
held  guilty  of  murder.— In  cases  of  self-murder, 
there  must  be  a  voluntary  and  deliberate  putting 
an  end  to  one's  existence;  or  doing  some  unlawful 
malicious  act,  the  consequence  of  which  is  his  own 
death.  In  a  word,  all  homicide  is  prenimed  to  be 
malicious,  until  the  contrary  is  made  to  appear  in 

evidence. 

There  is  a  regular  gradation  of  importance  in 
the  eoiaponent  parts  of  the  universal  system;  and, 
therefore,  there  must  be  a  scale  marking  the  de- 
grees  of  injury.  We  have  examined  the  highest 
injury  that  can  be  committed  or  perpetrated  upon 
the  person  of  an  individual—let  us  now  turn  our 
attentkm  to  such  injuries  agahitt  the  person,  as 
are  of  an  inferior  nature. 


Of  these  the  first  in  degree  is  mayham,  whicfr 
is  the  cutting  out,  with*  malice  prepense,  or  dis* 
abling  the  tongue,  putting  out  an  eye,  slitting  the 
nose,  cutting  off  a  nose  or  lip,  or  depriving  ano- 
ther of  the  use  of  such  of  his  members  as  may  ren- 
der him  the  less  able  to  defend  himself  or  fnnoy 
his  adversary.    The  next  is  i  rape.    Then  the  infa- 
mous crime  against  nature.    These  are  felonies. 
But  there  are  yet  other  injuries  ^^inst  the  per« 
son  which,  being  of  a  lessflagrMt  degree,  are^  by 
the  tendemeas  of  the  law,  described  under  the 
gentler  term  of  misdemeanors.    Snch  are  assaults. 
batteries,  wounding,  false  imprisonment,  and  kid- 
napping.   Here,  in  a  manner,  terminates  theaeale 
of  injuries  against  the  person:  We  will  now  state 
such  as  may  be  perpetrated  against  his  mansion, 
or  habitation. 

By  the  universal  consent  of  all  ages,  the  dwelling 
house  of  man,  was  and  ia  endowed  with  pecutiar 
immunities  and  valuable  privileges.  Among  the 
ancients,  if  even  an  enemy  reached  the  fire-place  of 
the  house,  he  was  sure  of  protection.  Thus  we 
find'Coriolanus  at  the  fire-place  of  Tullus  Aofidins, 
chief  of  the  Volscian  nation,  discovering  himself 
to  Aufidius,  his  public  and  private  enemy,  and  sap- 
plicating  and  receiving  his  protection  against  Rone 
^m  whence  he  was  banished.  And,  on  this  sid)« 
ject  of  a  dwelling,  Cicero,  the  great  Roman  lawyei » 
orator  and  statesman,  thus  pathetically  expresses 
himself:  *'What  is  more  inviolable,  what  better  de- 
fended by  religion  than  the  house  of  a  citixenf 
Here  are  his  alUrs,  here  his  fire  hearths  are  con- 
tained— this  place  of  refiige  is  so  sacred  to  all  men, 
that  to  be  dragged  from  thence  is  unlawfiil."  In 
like  manner  we  find,  that  at  Athens  the  habitatioii 
was  particularly  protected  by  the  law:  Bdrglary 
was  there  punished  with  death,  altho*^  theft  was 
was  not  And  our  law  hath  so  special  a  regard  to 
a  man's  dwelling  house,  that  it  terms  it  his  castle, 
and  will  not  suffer  it  to  be  violated  with  impunity. 
The  law  ranges  the  injuries  against  it  under  two 
heads— arson,  and  hamesecken  or  housebreaking: 
And,  this  last  it  divides  into  legal  or  proper  bur- 
glary, which  is  nocturnal  house  breaking,  and  house- 
breaking by  day. 

Arsoa  is  an  injury  tliat  tends  by  fire  to  annihi- 
late the  habitation  of  another  person,  or  gthsr 
house,  that  being  within  the  curtilage  or  bomestaH, 
may  reasonably  be  esteemed  a  parcel  of  it,  though 
not  contiguous.  So  a  bam  in  the  field,  with  hay 
or  com  in  it.  But  this  injury  by  fire,  must  be 
done  with  a  malicious  intent,  otherwise  it  a  only 
trespass. 

Burglary,  is  a  bresking  and  entering  ifi  the  nig%( 
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time,  the  mansion  houie  of  another,  with  intent  toj  dwellin^^  b  the  object  of  arson;  but  oiher  property 
comnitt  some  felony  therein,  whether  the  feloniou, 
intent  be  executed  or  not:  And  all  such  houses  are 


the  objeots  of  burglary,  and  of  housebreaking,  as 
mrt  desrribed  in  the  case  of  arson. 


'is  the  subject  for  malicious  mischief  to  operate 
uponi  and  indeed  this  spirit  of  wanton  cruelty  has 


a  wide  field  of  action.  This  horrible  spirit  dis- 
plays  itself  by  burning  or  destroying  the  property 
of  another,  as  a  st>ck  of  rice,  com  or  other  grain; 
or  any  tar  kiln,  barrels  of  pitch,  turpentine,  rosin 
or  other  growth,  product  or  manufacture  of  this 


Bat,  to  violate  this  place  of  protection  in  the  day, 

by  robbing  therein,  and  putting  any  dweller  In  fear, 

although  there  be  no  actual  breach  of  the  houses    ^  ^  .  .,,. 

.     'T      -.  .......     V  J     1  }««*f  s  or  killing  or  destroying  any  horses,  sheep 

or  by  breaking  and  robbing  in  the  house,  a  dwel-j^^^^^ ^^°  ^    ^      ^  » 

ler  being  therein,  and  not  put  in  fear;  or  by  rob 

bing  sad  breaking  the  house,  actuslly  taking  some 


thing,  none  being  in  the  house;  or  by  feloniously 
taking  away  something  to  the  value  of  35/.  curren- 
cy, or  -upt^ards  no  person  being  in  the  house;  or 
by  breaking  the  house  with  indent  to  commit  a 
felony,  any  person  being  in  the  house  and  put  in 
fear,  though  nothing  be  actu«lly  taken— any  such 
violation  is  called  housebreaking — a  crime  not  of 
so  atrocioiis  a  nature  as  burglary.    For,  in  the 
contemplation  of  our  law,  as  well  as  of  all  others, 
riolency  perpetrated  in  the  night,  are  of  a  more 
icalignant  tendency- than  similar  ones  by  dayt  Re- 
cause,  attacks  in  the  night  occasion  a  greater  de- 
gree of  terror;  and  because,  they  are  in  a  season  by 
nature  appropriated  to  the  necessary  rest  and  re 
freshnent  of  the  human  body,  which  is  then,  b> 
sleep,  disarmed  of  all  attention  to  its  defence. 

With  respect  to  injuries  against  a  man's  perso- 
Hal  property,  they  are  to  be  considered   under 
three  heads.     Larceny,  malicious  mischief,  forge 
ry.    And  larceny,  the  first  of  these,  is  ei.her  sim 
pie  or  mixt. 

Simple  larceny*  or  common  theft,  is  a  frloniou" 
and  fraudulent  taking  and  carrying  away  the  mere 
personal  goods  of  another— here  no  violence  or 
fear  is  implied.    If  goods  so  taken  are  above  the 
Talue  of  terpen  tltilHngt  currency,  the  offence  it* 
Xttm^  grand  larceny:   But*  if  they  are  not  exceed- 
Sag  tliat  Value,  the  act  is  p*itit  Uitcwy,    Mixt  Ur 
eeny  has  In  it  all  the  ingredients  of  simple  larce 
ay:  but  it  ts  aggravated  by  a  taking  from  the  house 
or  personc  and  this  taking  is  yet  aggravated  if 


or  other  ciule. 

At  length  the  crime  of  forgery*  concludes  the 
calendarof  public  offences  against  the  property  of 
an  individual;  I  need  only  define  the  crime:  It  is 
a  fraudulent  making  or  alteration  of  a  writing  to 
the  prejudice  of  another  person. 

Having,  in  this  manner  marked,  out  to  you  the 
distinguishing  features  of  the  principal  crin\es  and 
injuries  against  the  person,  habitation  and  property 
of  an  individual,  I  now  desire  your  attention,  and  I 
shall  not  long  detain  it,wliilel  delineate  those  aguinst 
the  state;  objects  which  ought  most  carefully  to 
be  observed  wherever  they  appear.    I  have  pur- 
posely thus  reiserved  this  subject,  ts  well  because 
it  is  of  the  moat  important  nature,  and  virtually 
includes  the  other,  as  that  by  be'ng  the  ln»t  de. 
scribed,  you  may  be  the  more  Hkefy  to  retain  the 
the  impression  of  it.    Every  outrage  and  violenoe 
against  the  person,  habitation  or  property  of  an  in* 
dividual,  is  a  crime,  a  misdemeanor,  or  a  contempt, 
tnd  therefore  an  injury  against  the  state,  bound 
by  original  compact  to  protect  the  individual  in  his 
rights.    For  no  man,  conceiving  him<telf  injured, 
'ias  any  authority,  or  shadow  of  it,  to  redress  him* 
self;  because  the  state  has  established  courts  which 
:;re  vintUcet  injuHamm.     Hence,  ev^r^-  criminal  in- 
jury against  theindividtial  must  ultimately  vound 
he  state;  and  be  included  in  the  offences  against 
he  body  politic,  which  must  be  more  important  in 
their  nature  than  those  relating  to  tl;e  individual, 
because  they  are  more  extensive,  and  of  a  higher 
degree  of  criminality.    It  behov'-s  you  therefore 
to  wa^ch  f.»r  the  public  safety;  for  this  is  to  be  at* 


It  15  under  the  impression  of  violence  or  feur 
Such  a  taking  in  the  house,  with  or  without  vio- 
lence or  fear,  may  or  may  not  fuil  within  the 
carhtoca  of  burglary  ur  housebreaking,  according  to 
th^  circumstances.  And  such  a  taking  from  Xht 
person,  without,  or  with  violence  or  fear,  will  bt: 
but  sbople  larceny  in  the  first  case;  in  tl-.e  other, 
it  is  a  m^bery,  and  the  value  is  of  no  considera 
tion. 

Malicious  mischief  is  a  species  of  irjiiry  tha 

bears  a  near  realtion  to  the  crime  of  arson.    A 
12. 


tentive  to  your  private  security. 

It  is  not  by  ary  means  ncc**S8ary  that -4  Ir.ice 

ihese  crimes,  as  they  arc  branched  b>  the  law.  The 

nresent  public  service   rc^xjuires  your  immediate 

particular  attention  to  offences  done  agiinst  only 

fo4»r  acts  of  assembly— the  patrol  and  negro  laws 

—the  law  against  counterf<riting  the  cenificates  is. 

sued  by  the  late  houses  of  assembly,  or  the  currency 

ssued  hy  the  cov.gress  of  the  continent  or  of  this 

c>un»ry — and,  the  law  to  prevent  scdi'ioH,  und  to 

vtif'isli  insurgents  and  disturbers   of  the   public 

peace. 
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The  two  Tirst  laws  arc  calculated  to  keep  our 
domestics  in  a  proper  behavior.  The  two  last  were 
expressly  formed  as  two  pillars  to  support  our 
new  constitution;  and  therefore,  these  last  are  your 
most  important  objects. — I  shall  fully  explain  them. 

The  act  against  counterfeiting^  extends  to  all 
persons  who  counterfeit,  raze  or  alter,  or  utter,  or 
offer  in  payment,  knowing^  the  same  to  be  counter- 
feited, razed  or  altered,  any  certificate  or  bill  of 
credit,  under  the  authority  of  the  late  commons 
hoaie  of  assembly,  or  the  cong^resaes  of  this  coun* 
tr}%  or  of  the  continent. 

The  law  to  prevent  sedition  guards  against  those 
actions  as,  in  such  a  cris'.s  as  this,  might  reasona- 
bly be  expected  to  operate  against  our  present  ho- 
norable and  happy  establishment.  And  the  variety 
and  importance  of  those  actions,  make  it  necessary 
for  me  to  particti*. arize  them  to  you. 

This  salutary  act  touches  all  persons  taking  up 
arms  against  the  authority  of  the  present  govern-  Inature  of  a  solemn  and  public  accusation,  which  it 


ment;  or  who,  by  violence,  words  deeds  or  writing, 
cause  or  attempt  to  cause,  induce,  or  persuade  any 
other  person  to  do  so.  In  like  manner,  all  persons 
who  give  intelligence  to,  or  hold  correspondence 
with,  or  ai.1  or  abet  any  land  or  naval  force  sent  by 
Great  Britain,  or  any  other  force  or  body  of  men 
within  this  state  with  hostile  intent  against  it.  So 
those  who  compel,  induce,  persuade  or  attempt  to 
do  so,  any  white  person,  Indian,  free  negro,  or  slave, 
to  join  any  force  under  authority  derived  from 
(ireat  Rritain.  And  so  all  persons  who  collect,  or 
procure  them  to  be  assembled,  with  intent  in  a 
riotous  and  seditious  manner,  to  disturb  the  pub- 
lic peace  and  tranquility;  and  by  words,  or  other- 
wise, create  and  raise  traitorous  seditions  or  dis- 
contents, in  the  minds  of  the  people  against  the 
public  authority.   • 

Thus  having  stated  to  you  such  criminal  injuries 
acrainst  an  individual,  or  the  state,  as  may  be  most 
likely  to  come  within  your  notice,  it  is  a  natural 
ron-equence,  that  1  describe  the  person  by  law 
held  capable  of  committing  such  injuries. 

In  the  first  place,  the  party  must  be  of  sound 
memory  at  the  time  of  committing  the  oflTenc,  and 
it  is  the  leading  principle  in  every  case.  If  the 
parly  is  under  seven  years  of  age,  no  evidence  can 
possibly  be  admitted  to  criminate;  because,  the 
law  holds,  that  the  party  cannot  discern  between 
good  and  evil.  But  if  the  accused  .s  above  seven 
and  under  fourteen,  be  is  liable  to  be  criroi. 
nated,  if  at  the  time  of  his  committing  the  injury, 
Lis  understinding  was  so  ripe  as  U)  occasion  him 


to  shew  a  consciousness  of  guilt,  the  rule  bein^ 
maUtia  supplet  atatem.  And  if  the  party  is  of  the 
age  of  fourteen,  which  is  the  age  of  discretion,  the 
law  prima  facie  considers  him  capable  of  commit- 
ting  oflTences  as  a  person  of  full  age.  Also  a  luna- 
tic for  crimes  perpetrated  in  a  lucid  interval.  Aluo 
a  man  for  crimes  done  in  a  state  of  dninkeness  to- 
luntarily  contracted;  and  so  far  is  this  artificial  ii|- 
sanity  from  excusing,  that  it  tends  to  aggraTate 
the  oflTence. 

All  those  particulars  relating  to  the  person,  ha- 
bitation and  property  of  an  individual;  those  re- 
specting the  safety,  peace  and  tranquility  of  the 
state;  and  these  describing  the  perpetrator  of  cri- 
minal injuries,  are  so  many  proper  heads  for  your 
diligent  enquiry:  And  such  offenders  and  offences 
being  within  your  knowledge,  you  roust  make 
due  presentment  of  them.  You  are  to  bear  evi- 
dence only  on  the  part  of  an  information  to  you  of 
an  offence;  fur  an  indictment  by  you  is  only  in  the  - 


afterwards  to  be  tried  and  determined  by  others: 
You  are  only  to  examine,  whether  there  be  suffi- 
cient cause  to  call  upon  the  party   to  answer.     ^ 
Twelve  of  you,  at  least  must  agree  in  opinion,  that 
the  accused  ought  to  undergo  a  public  trial — so 
twelve  other  jurors  are  to  declare  bin  innocent 
or  guilty. — Happy  institutions!  whereby  no  man  ' 
can  be  declared  a  criminal,  but  by  the  concurring 
voices  of  at  least  four  and  twenty  men,  collected  . 
in  the  vicinage  by  blind  chance,  upon  tlieir  oaths 
to  do  justice;  and  against  whom,  even  the  party 
himself  has  no  exception!] 

Thus,  gentlemen  of  the  grand  jury,  with  the 
best  intentions  for  the  public  service,  however 
executed,  having  declared  to  you,  that  you  are 
not  boimtl  under,  but  freed  from  the  dominion  of 
the  British  crown,  I  thought  myself  necessarily  . 
obliged,  and  I  have  endeavored  to  demonstrate  to 
you,  that  the  rise  and  fall  of  empires  are  natu- 
ral events — that  the  independence  of  America 
vfOi  not,  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  civil  wjlr, 
or  even  at  the  conclusion  of  the  last  year,  the  aim 
of  the  ^mericanf — that  their  subjection  to  the  Bri- 
tish crown,  being  released  by  the  action  of  Brtiik 
oppretnon,ihtsiTokeo{  the  Britiih  tworti,  and  the 
tenor  of  a  Britith  act  of  parliament^  their  natural 
rite  to  empire  was  condvcted by  thk  hand  of  God!—  .'' 
that  the  same  strong  hand,  by  proceedii  gs  equally 
unexpected,  wonderful  and  rapid  as  in  our  case* 
conducted  the  English  revolution  of  1688— thit  the 
revolutions  in  E.^gland  and  Scotland  at  that  pe- 
riod, and  in  America  now,  giving  a  new  epocha  to 
the  history  of  the  world»  were  founded  in  the  tofiie 
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immediate  causf;  a  failure  of  protection— that  those 
rerolutions  concurred  in  •ne  grand  evidence  of  the 
fe«lingi  of  nature  on  such  a  subject — that  every 
species  of  mal-administ ration  in  a  king  is  to  be 
trm^cd  to  a  failure  of  protection^  which  is  the  only 
instrument  working  his  abdication — that  the  object 
for  which  we  contend,  \%ju9t  in  iis  nature  and  of  »n- 
ettimabU  value— -that  the  American  revolution  may 
be  supported  with  the  fjiirest  prospect  of  success 
by  arms— and  that  it  may  be  powerfully  aided  by 
m  grand  jury. 

Gentlemen,  I  do  most  cordially  congratulate  yon, 
placed  as  you  are  in  a  station,  honorable  to  your- 
aelTCs,  and  beneficial  to  your  country.  Guardians 
of  the  innocent,  you  are  appointed  to  send  the  rob- 
ber, the  murderer,  the  incendiary  and  the  traitor 
to  trial.  Your  diligence  in  enquiring  for  such  of- 
fenders, is  the  source  of  your  own  honor,  and  a 
means  of  your  country's  safety,  and  although  no 
such  offenders  be  found,  your  laudable  search  will 
yet  tend  to  curb  a  propensity  to  robbery,  murder, 
sedition  and  treason.  See,  gentlemen,  what  great 
sdTSDtages  may  result  from  your  vigilant  and  pa- 
triotic condaci!  Tdur  tAT%  ought  to  be  thut  to  the 
petitions  of  friendship,  and  to  the  culls  ofcossan- 
^inity — but  they  ought  to  be  expanded  to  receive 
the  C9mp!ttintt  of  your-  injured  country,  and  the  de- 
of  impartial  juilice,  Brutus  inflicted  upon 
sons  the  ultimum  •uppiicium  for  conspiring  to 
re-estsblish  the  regal  government  in  Rome.  Anfl, 
if  s  similar  occasion  should  arise  in  Americi,  which 
God  forbid,  I  trust  a  Brutus  will  not  be  wanting! 
L<et  those,  if  there  are  any  such,  who  treaclierously 
or  pusillanimoiisly  hanker  after  a  return  of  regal  go- 
Temment,  remember  such  things  and  tremble. — 
LM  us  ever  remember,  rejoice  and  teach  our  chil- 
dren, that  the  American  empire  is  composed  of 
states  that  are,  %nd  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and 
independent;  'Hhat  they  are  absolved  from  all  alle- 
giance to  the  British  crown;  and  that  all  political 
connection  between  them  and  the  state  of  Great 
Britsin,  is  awd  ouobt  to  bb  totally  dissolved. 

THE  PRESEJfTMENTS  OF  THE  JURY. 
8outh-Casolisa. 
•9l  a  court  s/ob*bbal  sussioirs  of  the  peack,  oxBn 


constituting  the  united  colonies  of  North  America 
independent  states;  an  event,  however  once  dread- 
ed as  repu£^ant  to  those  hopes  of  peace  and  friend- 
ship with  the  British  state,  which  was  then  ardent. 
ly  entertained,  yet  which  every  American  must 
now  most  jo}  fully  embrace,  as  the  only  happy 
means  of  salvation  and  security,  and  the  surest  pre^- 
vention  to  the  treacherous  and  cruel  designs  of  a 
wicked  and  detestable  enemy. 

II.  As  the  kind  and  beneficent  hand  of  a  wise 
and  bounteous  Providence  has  so  ordered  and  dis- 
posed of  human  events  that,  from  calamities  which 
were  dreaded  as  the  most  miserable  and  destruc- 
tive to  America,  bcn<fits,  the  most  advantageous, 
honorable  and  desirable  have  arrisen  to  her,  which 
now  gives  a  very  joyful  prospect  to  liberty  and 
happiness — we  think  our  grateful  sense  of  such 
peculiar  care  and  protection  cannot  be  manifested 
in  a  way  more  acceptable  and  proper  than  in  a 
strict  regard  to  the  duties  which  mankind  owe  to 
their  God. 

III.  We  present  the  growing  evil  of  many  church- 
es established  by  law  filling  to  decay,  and  «ome 
remaining  witltout  ministers  to  perform  divine  ser- 
vice, in  divers  pari^thes  in  this  district,  by  which 
means  the  spirit  of  religion  will  decline,  and  be- 
come prejuiicial  to  the  manners  of  the  people. 

IV.  We  present  and  recommend  a  proper  militia 
law  to  be  made,  in  such  manner  as  to  compel  im- 
partially and  equally  all  degrees  of  persons  liaOle 
to  do  the  duty  therein  reqiiired,  so  as  to  enable 
the  good  people  of  this  state  (who  are  notv  become 
principally  the  guardians  thereof)  to  repel  any  do- 
nuestic  or  foreign  enemy  as  f<ir  as  possible. 

V.  We  present  and  recommend,  that  care  may 
always  be  had,  that  none  but  gentlemen  of  M^ei^ht 
and  i;:fluence,  and  good  example,  be  prevails  on 
to  qialify  and  act  in  the  commission  of  peace,  by 
whose  iniluence  licentiousnes;!,  sedition  and  pro- 
fligacy may  be  suppressed,  and  good  ordtrf*  main- 
tained. 

VI.  We  present  and  recommend,  that  some  of- 
fice may  be  created  in  this  district,  whereby  exe- 


ass  T1BM1SBB,  AssizB  ASD  OESKRAL  GAOL    „«.  cutioos  Bud  sbIcs  by  the  sheriff*  may  be  recorleJ, 

XI TEST,  begun  to  be  held  at  ChailcMftn^for  the  <&>-  !so  that,  on  the  death  or  removal  of  the  sheriff,  re- 

!Zf  J^  ^Aar'«/o«.  on   Tuesday,  October  15/A    .>»;  course  may  be  had  to  such  records  by  tho.e  con- 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thontand  teven  hundred  .       "^  ;      .v.»w  uun 

and  teventy^ix. 


Preoentmento  of  the  grand  jury  for  the  taid  district. 


ccmed. 

« 

VII.  We  present  and  recommend,  tha*  Jews  and 


I.  Itis  with  most  cordial  iiatisf;iction  we  embr.ceo'.hers  may  be  restrained  from  allowii.j;  ilieir  nc- 
this  opportunity  of  oiTeriu^  o«r  coiij^ratulalions  on  j  ;^roe8  to  asW  goo  1»  in  shops,  as  such  a  practice  m^y 


the  late  declaration  of  the  coniinemal  conjresj,,  inudce  other  negroes  to  alcal  and  barteiwit'a  them 
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VIII.  We  preient  tbe  ill  practice  of  Jcwi  open- 
ing their  I'lujirmd  leltinj:  uF  good*  on  Sundty, 
to  the  profjnitiun  of  the  Lord's  Diy. 

IX.  We  preient  the  barrack  muier  Philip  Will, 
Sa  ttlimg  of  firewood  on  the  wharves,  under  pre- 
tence of  the  public,  when  he  applies  the  tame  to 
his  own  Die,  to  the  di*tre«ilng  of  the  inhabitantt. 
Bjr  inrornation  of  Mr.  PaUick  Hind^  one  of  the 
grand  jurors. 

X.  We  present  the  vtnt  of  diotb  conatablas  in 
tbi*  diitriot,  ve  being  inlormed  that  there  are  on- 
If  four  in  tliia  town. 

XI-  Werelamo'ir  thanks  to  hit  honar.the  chief 
justice,  for  lii«  excellent  charge  delivered  at  the 
openingof  thesMsioiis,  and  desire  that  the  chftrge 
■nd  (heie  prMenimenis  be  iorlltwitb  printed  and 
published. 

Jfrpi  G.Bver,  finman,  [l.  *.] 


Benjamin  Baker, 

[u.-] 

Beaiamiallart, 

[L..,] 

Jahn  FuUtrIm, 

[t..-l 

mmam  Ihpitn, 

(l.  S.] 

mtUan  Hull, 

ll.  ».J 

Patrick  m-Jt, 

[i.  a.] 

CharieeJikiuten, 

[k  i  ] 

JIndrem  U>d. 

[l.  ».] 

JohnMIe; 

[l.  s.] 

inmam  ttuiie/. 

[l.  l] 

[L...] 

AtiOTHEn— BV  THE  S.\5JE. 
South  Cibouk*. 
Atacoiiri  ofnasiatLiiatiosa  or  thb  p»ac«,  i 

^t,  begun  and  holden  *t  Charl'iltn,  for  tht 
Uict  of  CAttrieiua,  the  2ln  Oji:ier,  1 777.  before 
•he  honorable  Wiiikk  Htunx  Urittoii, 
ohipf  j'litice,  and  hi*  a>iscialc«,  justices  of  tti« 
aiid  court. 
OHiiaiiFD,  That  the  political  part  ofhii  honor,  thi 
chief  justice's  charj-e  to  the  fTand  jury,  together 
wi<h  their  prcstntmeala be  Ibrlhriih  printed  aod 
published. 

By  the  court, 

JOHN  COLCOCK,  C.  C.  S. 
TBI  rotint*!.  »iRT  or  ms  cHinct. 
Stntl'n™  of  l!"  f  rand  jnr^.— Being  but  just 
returned  from  the  lionse  of  GoJ,  we  are,  I  trust, 
«anctified  to  emer  upon  the  moat  imporunt  citJI 
duties,  and  possessed  of  the  favor  of  HesTcn,  to 
wd  >is  in  our  endearors  faithfully  t^  disebarge  our 
respective  functions.  At  jiresent,  it  is  your  pan 
kttCDttrd;  to  listen  to  me— it  is  dudc  to  dischurse' 


of  tliose  points  immediately  relative  to  your  doty 
in  tliis  court,  and  of  such  things  as  may  enabia 
you,  when  you  shall  return  into  your  Ticiaag^  in  » 
more  enlarged  leanner  to  support  the  laws  and 
rreedom  of  your  country.  The  occasion  of  oar 
meeting  demands  the  first — the  present  criaia  of 
public  afTsiri  requires  tbe  last,  and  I  flatter  myself 
yuur  lime  will  neither  be  disagreeably  mr  m- 
□roFiubty  occupied.  Let  me  therefore  begin  with 
laying  before  you  some  oonsideratioos  aimed  to 
support  the  freedom  of  your  eonnlry;  sucbara  ever 
uppermost  in  my  thought!. 

Ufj  you  seriously  think  of  tbe  great  work  iR 
which  you,  in  conjunction  with  the  rest  of  Jmtriea, 
are  engaged?  You  ought  to  do  so  inthout  ceasing, 
tindit BCtwithacorrespondingvigor.  Far,beyaiid 
all  cumpaiiaoi^  the  work  is  the  most  stupendous, 
august,  and  beneficial  of  any  estant  h  history.  U 
is  10  eitabliih  an  asylum  against  despotism:  of  aa 
entire  world  to  fbrm  an  empire,  composed  of  slatea 
linked  together  by  consanguinity,  professing  tiM 
same  relieioD,  using  the  same  language  and  cus> 
lonisi  and  venerating  tbe  same  principles  of  liberty. 
A  ctKnpounded  political  cement,  which,  in  th< 
formltion  of  the  grand  empirea  upon  record,  no 
political  architects  but  ourselves  ever  possessed-- 
s  cenent  prepared  to  our  band  by  the  Great  Con- 
structor of  the  universei  and  for  the  best  of  piur- 

FoTmed  to  enjoy,  "among  the  power*  of  thft 
"  earth,  the  separate  and  equal  station  to  which 
"  thelaws  of  nature  and  of  nature's  God  entitle  ua," 
by  an  unexpeciad  and  unprovoked  declaration  of 
tJie  king  and  parliament  of  Britain,  that  tbe  iaba- 
bitniiis  of  .linrnca,  having  nu  properly  nor  right, 
v,-crf  by  them  to  he  hound  in  all  cases  whatsoever 
— by  their  sending  a  military  force  to  compel  tu 
to  submit  to  that  declaration — by  their  actual 
seizure  of  our  properly— by  their  lighlini;  conflagra- 
tions in  our  land— perpetrating  rape  and  massacre 
upon-our  people,  and  finally  relrasing  us  from  our 
allegiance,  by  announcing  to  tia,  on  the  twrnty-fitat 
duy  of  Uecetnber,  1775,  that  we  -nere  by  ihciaiehif 
placed  OMI  of  ihtir pnitclim — Smeriea  has  been  com- 
pelled to  atep  into  thai  Kalian  which,  I  trust,  wc 
are  willing,  and  which,  I  am  convinced,  with  the 
hiesaing  of  God,  ve  are  abie  tt  niajnfaiir.— My  dear 
countrymen,  turn  your  attention  to  the  transactiona 
of  the  last  twelve  months,  and  be  convinced,  that 
our  cause  is  the  peculiar  care  of  Heaven. 

Human  policy  at  best  is  hut  short  siglitedi  nor 
is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  original  formation 
of  tbe  continental  army  vu  upun  an  errneoua 
principle.     Tilt  people  of  .i^eiica  are  a  people  of 
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property;  almost  every  man  is  a  freeholder.  Their 
supreme  rulers  thought  auch  men,  living  at  ease 
in  their  farms,  would  not  become  soldiers  under 
long  enlistments;  nor,  as  all  that  was  then  aimed 
at  was  a  redress  of  grievances,  did  they  think  there 
'would  he  occasion  for  their  military  serwces,  but 


2,500  men;  their  time  of  service  was  to  expire  in  a 
few  days,  nor  was  there  any  prospect  that  they 
could  be  induced  to  stay  longer.  This,  such  as  it 
was,  appeared  the  only  force  that  could  be  opposed 
to  the  British,  which  seemed  to  halt  only  to  give 
time  to  the  Ameiican  vigor  to   dissolve  of  itself. 


fi>r  a  few   months.    Hence  the  continental  army   and  display  us  to  the  world  as  an  inconstant  peo- 

.  _i_ ? •.  .^    _r iir_    „?^A __i    t      ^ 


formed  upon  short  enlistments-  a  policy  that 
unexpectedly  dragged  .immca  back  to  the  door  of. 
slsTery.    As  the  times  of  cnlis  ments  expired  the 
last  year,  the  American  army  decreased  in  power, 
'till  it  possessed  scarce  any  thing  but  its  appella 
tion.     And   Wathington,  a  name  which  needs  no 
title  to  adorn  it,  a  freeman  above  all  praise,  having 
evacu.fcted  JUng-Jtland  and  JVVw-  Jfb*  A:  to  a  far  su- 
perior force,  having  repeatedly  baffled  the  enemy 
at  the  fy/die  Plaint,  who,  quitting  that  sr.enc  of 
action,  suddenly  took  fort  Wathington  (^JV<»t;.  16 J 
and  bending  their  course  to  Philadelphia,  he,  wiiit 
bat  a  handful  of  men,  boldly  threw  himself  in  their 
firont,  and  opposed  their  progress.-  -With  a  chosen 
body  of  veterans,  who  had  no  near  prospect  of 


pie,  noisy,  void  of  public  virtue  and  even  shame. 
But,  it  was  in  this  extremity  of  affairs,  when  no 
human  resource  appeared  in  iheir  favor,  that  the 
Almighty  chose  to  manifest  his  powers  to  shew 
the  American*  that  he  had  not  forsaken  there;  and 
to  convince  the  states  that  it  was  by  him  alone  they 
were  to  be  maintained  in  their  independence^  if 
they  deserved  to  possess  it. 

Like  Henry  the  fourth  of  France,  one  of  the 
greatest  men  who  ever  lived,  Wanhington,  laying 
aside  the  generalissimo,  assumed  the  partizan. 
He  hud  but  a  choice  of  difficulties.  He  was  even 
in  a  more  desperate  situation  than  that  in  which 
t'leking  oT  Pnuaia  was  before  the  battle  ofTorgau; 
when  there  was  no  step  which  railmess  dictated. 


discharge,  it  is  a  difficult  operation  to  make  an   bui  prudence  advised  him  to  attempt.    Th 


c  cne< 


orderly,  leisurely  and  effectual  r' treat  before  a^>u 
perior  enemy;  out  with  tVathingtofi^t  little  army,  not 
sxceedtng  four  thoutand  Men,  raw  troops,  who  had 
bat  afew  weeks  to  serve,  to  make  such  a  retreat,  for 
eighty  miles,  and  through  a  populous  country,  with- 
4iut  being  joined  by  a  single  neighbor,  a  most  dis- 
£miraging  tireumstancet  nothing  in  the  whole  science 
^  war  could  be  more  difficult;  yet  it  was  mosi 
oooipletdy  performed.     Washington  caused  the 
Jlcftnpartf  to  bound  the  enemy's   advance.      He 
flosniioned  general  Lee  with  the  corps  under  his 
coouDandto  join  him.    That  veteran,  disobeying 
bis  repeated  orders,  for  which  1  presume  rigid 
iaqoisitioo  is  yet  to  be  made,  loitering  when  he 
abould  have  bounded  forward— he  allowed  himself 
to  be  surprized  siid  made  a  prisoner,  ("Dec.  IZ,J 
at  a  distance  from  his  troops.     Washington,  in  the 
abyss  of  distress,  seemed  to  be  abandoned  by  his 
officer  next  in  command-^by  the  •Americans  them* 
selves,  who  seemed  appalled  at  the  rapid  pro- 
gress of  the  enemy.    Rape  and  massacre,  ruin  and 
devsstaUon  indiscriminately  overwhelmed  vfhigs  and 
imiesf  and  marked  the  advance  of  the  British  torces. 
The  enemy  being  bat  a  day's  nurch  from  PluUdeU 
pkia^  the  quakers  of  that  city,  by  a  public  instru- 
ment, dttted  the  30th  of  December,  declared  their 
attachment  to  the  English  domination— a  general 
defection  was  feared— the  congress  removed  to 
BttUimore — American  liberty  evidently  appeared  as 
Sa  the  last  convulsive  agony! 

WasMfigton  was  now  at  the  bead  but  of  about 


my  were  now  in  full  possession  of  tiie  Jerseys.  A 
principal  body  of  then  were  posted  at  Trenton  on 
the  Delatoare:  tVas/dngion  occupied  the  opposite 
banks.  His  army,  our  only  apparent  hope,  now 
somewhat  shortof  2,a00  men,  was  to  be  disbanded 
in  a  very  few  days:  he  resolved  to  lead  it  to  battle 
before  that  fatal  period;  and  at  least  afford  it  an 
opportunity  of  separating  With  honor.  He  pre- 
pired  to  attack  the  enemy  at  the  dawn  of  day,  on 
the  26th  of  December.  The  weather  was  severe. 
The  ice  in  the  river  prevented  the  passage  of  a 
part  even  of  his  small  force.  But  with  those  (1,500 
men)  thai  he  transported  across  the  river,  through 
a  violent  storm  of  snow  and  hail,  he  marched 
against  the  enemy.  The  unavoidable  diificulties 
in  passing  the  river,  delayrd  his  arrival  at  their 
advanced  posts  till  eight  in  the  morning.  The 
conflict  was  short.  About  thirty  of  the  Bntlsh 
troops  were  killed;  600  fled,  909  officers  and  pri. 
vates  surrendered  theinselves  pri>ioiers,  wiiii  six 
pieces  of  brass  artillery  and  four  pair  of  colors. 

This  brilliant  success  was  obtained  at  a  very 
small  price^K>nly  two  officers,  and  one  or  two 
privates  wounded.  In  a  word,  llic  victory  in  effect 
re-established  the  American  affairs.  The  consent 
of  the  victors  to  C9nti:iuc  s:x  weeks  longer  under 
their  leader — and  the  elcvution  of  the  spiriis  of 
the  people  were  its  immediate  consequences—- 
most  important  acquisitions  at  that  crisis.  The 
ene:ny  roused  from  their  inactivity,  and  with  a 
view  of  allowing   Wus/Uugton    as  little  time  «s 
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possible  to  reap  other  advantages,  they  in  a  hurry 
collected  in  force,  and  marched  agunat  him.  He 
was  posted  at  Trenton,  On  the  second  of  January 
the  front  appeared  in  the  aftemoon—they  halted 
with  design  to  make  an  attack  in  the  morning;  and 
in  the  mean  time,  a  cannonade  was  begun  and 
continued  by  both  parties  till  dark.  Sanpinck 
creek,  which  runs  through  TrtntoHf  parted  the 
two  armies.  Our  forces  occupied  the  south  bank, 
and  at  night  fires  were  lighted  on  both  sides.  At 
twelve,  tVathinffton  having  renewed  his  fires,  and 
leaving  guards  on  the  passages  over  the  creek,  and 
about  500  men  to  amuse  the  enemy,  with  the 
remainder  of  his  army,  about  one  in  the  morning, 
he  marched  to  Princetovn  to  cut  off  a  reinforce- 
roent  that  was  advancing,  lie  arrived  at  his  destina- 
tion by  sun-rise,  and  dislodged  them:  they  left  up- 
wards of  100  men  dead  on  the  spot,  and  near  300 
more  as  prisoners  to  the  victors. 

It  was  by  such  a  decisive  conduct  that  the  king 
*  of  Pruitia  avoided  being  overwhelmed  by  a  com- 
bined attack  upon  his  camp  at  UffHitz,  on  the 
morning  of  the  15Lh  of  August,  1760,  by  three 
armies,  led  by  Daun,  Loudohn  and  Cmernicfiew,  who 
vrere  advancing  against  him  from  diflTerent  quarters. 
In  the  night  the  king  marched,  and  in  the  morning, 
by  the  time  Daun  arrived  at  his  empty  aamp,  he 
Lad  defeated  Lauthhn  in  his  advance.  So  the 
JHotnan  consul,  C.  CtautUui  JSTere,,  dreading  the 
junction  of  Hanidbal  and  his  brother  Atdrubal^  who 
was  in  full  march  to  him  with  a  powerful  reinforce- 
ment, le(\  his  camp  before  Hannibal,  with  such  an 
appearance  as  to  presuade  him  he  was  present,  and 
with  t!ie  nerves  and  sinews  of  his  army  privately 
quitting  it,  he  rapidly  marched,  almost  the  whole 
length  of  Itafy,  white  Rome  trembled  at  his  steps, 
and  j  jining  the  other  consul,  he  defeated  Asdrubal, 
who,  ha-l  he  with  his  forces  joined  his  brother,  had 
made  him  in  all  probability  an  over  match  for  the 
Roman*.  Thus  equal  geniuses  prove  their  equallity, 
by  wisely  adapting  their  conduct  to  their  circum- 
stances. 

The  action  at  Trenton  was  as  the  making  of  the 
flood.  From  that  period  success  rowled  in  upon 
tts,  with  a  spring  tide.  That  victory  gave  us  an 
army— the  aflair  of  Princetovn  procured  us  a  force, 
and  the  re-prossession  of  all  the  Jerteyt  but  Bruno- 
tvick  and  Amboif*  For  the  enemy,  astonished  at 
lVatfdngton*a  vivacity,  dreaded  the  loss  of  those 
posts  in  which  they  bad  deposted  their  stores,  and 
ran  back  to  hide  themselves  behind  the  works 
they  had  throA'a  up  ar>und  t!iem.  Wathington 
pursued,  and  by  the  fifth  of  January  those  forces 


which,  but  a  few  days  before,  were  in  full  poasetakm 
of  the  Jeroejfo,  he  had  closely  confined  to  the . 
environs  of  Brunovnck  and  Amboy.  In  this  aitua- 
cion  both  armies  continued  until  the  13th  of  June 
last,  when  general  Home  made  an  attempt  to 
proceed  to  Philadelphia;  but  being  baffled,  he 
suddenly  abandoned  Brtmnoick  fJune  22j  and  in 
a  day  or  two  after  Amboy,  and  retired  to  Staien' 
ioland. 

In  the  mean  time  general  Burgoyne  was  advanc- 
ing from  Canada  against  Tieonderoga,  He  ap- 
peared before  the  place  on  the  28th  of  June— a  day 
gloriouo  to  thio  country — and  gen*  St.  Clair,  who 
commanded  in  that  important  post,  without  waiting 
till  the  enemy  had  completed  their  works,  or 
given  an  assault,  to  sustain  which,  without  doobt^ 
he  had  been  sent  there,  suddenly  abandoned  the 
fortress  and  its  stores  to  the  enemy,  fJuly  6th.) 
The  public  have  loudly  condemned  this  evacuation; 

and  the  congress  have  ordered  strict  enquiry  to  be 

• 

made  into  the  causes  of  it. 

Gen.  Burgoyne  having  thus  easily  possessed  him- 
self of  TUconderoga,  immediately  began  to  mea- 
sure the  distance  to  Abv-  York.  But  being  destitute 
of  horses  for  his  dragoons,  waggons  for  the  conTey* 
ance  of  his  baggage,  and  in  urgent  want  of  pro« 
visions,  he  halted  near  Saratoga,  to  give  time  for 
ihe  operation  of  the  proclamation  he  had  iasucd 
(^June  23d)  to  assure  the  inhabitants  of  security^ 
and  to  induce  them  to  continue  at  home  with  their 
eflTects.  But,  regardless  of  public  eogagementa 
CAuguot  9th)  he  suddenly  detached  lieutenant  coL 
Bourn,  with  1,500  men,  and  private  instructions 
to  strip  the  people  of  their  horses,  waggons  and 
provisions;  and  gave  *'stretch"  to  his  Indian*  to 
scalp  those  whom  he  had  exhorted  to  *<ai«Ais 

dVlETLT  AT  THaiB  HOUSSS." 

Things  now  wore  a  dreadful  aspect  in  that  pfert 
of  America:  but  general  Stark  soon  changed  the 
countenance  of  affairs.  With  a  body  of  2000  men, 
priiicipally  militia,  he  attacked  fAuguot  16th} 
lieutenant  col.  Baum  at  Bennington,  stormed  hia 
works,  killed  about  200  of  his  men,  took  656  pri- 
soners, together  with  four  brass  field  pieces  and  a 
considerable  quantity  of  baggage;  losing  only 
about  SO  men  killed  and  50  wounded.  This  success- 
ful attack  at  once  rescued  the  country  from  maa- 
sacre  and  ruin;  and  deprived  general  Burgoyne  of 
those  supplies  that  alone  could  enable  him  to  ad* 
vance:  nor  was  it  less  important  in  respect  to  the 
time  at  which  it  was  made.  For  at  this  juncture, 
fort  Stanvix  was  hard  pressed  by  gen.  *V/.  Ledger^ 
who,  having  advanced  from  lake  Ontario,  hud  Uid 
iiege  lo  It  on  the  second  of  Au^^uat.    Gen.  A.n-ild 
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bid  been  prepiring  to  inarch  to  iti  rcltef,  ind  It- 
had  now  full  Itberlj'  brconlinue  kit  rcrul.  His 
near  •{>proieh  compelled  the  enemy  wilti  precipitu 
lion  to  r»Ue  the  liege,  f-^"!-  2t)  leaving  their 
tcote,  and  a  Urge  part  of  their  aminunilion,  ■tor», 
proTta'uHi  and  baggage,  nor  did  be  lose  any  time  in 
aet'.ing  out  in  puriuit  of  tbein. 

Saeh  unexpected  atrokes  atter)]>  disconcerted 
poeral  Bvrs'sne.  Our  militia  began  to  asatmbli 
in  contiderafale  numbera.  He  now  anxiuusly  cisi 
bis  eye  behind  to  T^candtragai  and  wished  t< 
trace  back  hii  attpa.  But  while  gen.  Qaiei  wis 
adrancing  agiinst  hia  front,  at  Slill-fVuier,  with  p 
auperior  force,  the  fruit  of  Btnmngltn  and  Stan- 
•mix,  a  part  of  ,the  American  troops  bad  occupied 
the  poate  in  bia  rear,  and  were  penetrating  to 
Ticandertga,  Id  their  advance  they  look  200 
luttaus  and  993  prisoners;  and  having  seized  the 
old  Frtntk  tinea  near  that  fortress,  on  the  IStd 
September  they  summoned  the  place  to  surrender. 
Later  advices  which,  though  not  indiaputable,  yet 
well  authenticated  say,  gen.  Bargti/nt  is  totally 
defeated  and  taken  prisoner,  and  that  Ticandcmga 
with  all  ita  stores  is  in  our  possession.  Indeed,  ri'om 
At  cvnfa  w*  cUnadg  kntv,  we  have  every  msriD 
to  beliere  that  (he  ^mrrican  arms  are  decisively 
triunphnnt  in  that  quarter. 

Ai  to  gen.  Brmt,  at  the  head  ef  the  grand  RH 
(bAamy,  even  when  the  campaign  waa  far  ailvJnc* 
«d,  he  bad  not  done  any  thiog  in  aid  of  hia  mus- 
tcr*a  promise,  in  June  last,  to  bis  parliament,  that 
his  force*  waaM  "tfTeetually  eruali"  Aiuerica  m  the 
OMirae  or  **ihe  present  campaign,"  Driven  from 
the  Jknegt,  and  having  embarked  bia  troops  on 
tbe  23d  of  July,  he  put  to  sea  from  Sandy-ihek 
with  336  aaili  and  having  entered  the  Chi 
he  landed  hia  army  (about  13,000  men)  the  oUth  of 
Augiut,  on  Tvkeg-ptial,  at  the  bead  of  the  ba; 
Sfcirwithing  with  the  .4aifr>caB  light  tronps  h* 
framed  on  to  jBri]fli^.>Ciiie> creek,  behind  which 
IFaMhimgtm  was  poated  to  obatruat  his  passage. 
By  a  double  onset  on  the  11th  of  Scfilemlier,  al 
CiaJ't  Ibrd  and  Jtntt'  aiz  miles  above,  where,  be 
ooae  of  uncertain  and  contradictory  intelli);etice, 
W^Magun  bad  not  made  a  diapoiition  adequate 
to  tbe  (wee  with  which  the  enemy  attacked,  they 
orMMd,  firet  at  Aaes*  anil  Uien  al  Chad':  The 
engagement  wa*  long  and  obatinate.  I'be  bigheit 
•ceount  doe*  not  mike  our  wAsJc  Int  exceed  IDOO 
■en  and  9  field  piccesi  the  lowest  state  of  the  ene- 
my** ia  not  so  Uw  aa  1000  kilieil—*.  slaughter  fcom 
which  we  may  form  some  idea  of  the  proportion  of 
tiicii  WMiadcd.    Not  baring  made  good  the  de- 


frnee  of  the  Brand^.tVine,  the  American  army  fell 
liack  UK  and  twenty  miles  to  the  Schaytkiil.-  nor 
did  gen.  JiTsige  derive  any  advantage  fhtrn  the 
possession  of  tbe  field  of  battle.  This  is  the  40th 
day  since  the  engagement,  and  we  have  heard  from 
Philadtlplda,  in  lest  than  half  the  time,  circum' 
itaneea  furnishing  reasonable  ground  to  conclude, 
that  for  at  least  three  weeks  afier  his  victory,  gen. 
Bavt  made  no  Impression  upon  the  army  of  tha 
United  States;  and  that  he  purchased  his  passage 
of  the  AnuH^-lfineat  no  imall  price.  He  carried 
Bimket't  hill,  but  be  lost  Beiton.  I  trust  he  ha> 
paiaed  the  Brandn-tVint  but  to  aacrifice  his  army, 
■a  it  were  in  presence  of  our  iUuslrious  congress, 
a*  an  attonement  for  tut  ravages  and  eonflogration* 
in  America. 


Having  thus  taken  a  general  and  concise  view  of 
tbe  progress  of  the  war  in  the  north,  Ut  us  now 
turn  our  mtention  to  our  situation  at  Aome.  In 
respect  of  our  government,  it  is  affectionately 
ibeyed.  With  regard  to  cannon,  arm*  atidammuni> 
ion,  we  are  in  a  truly  respectable  condition.  A* 
o  trade,  we  are  the  grand  emporium  lor  the 
continent.  Oli!  that  1  cuuld  but  give  as  good  an 
account  of  the  public  vigtur  of  Ihe  pt»ple.  Alas! 
it  seems  to  have  beea  exported  in  tbe  same  bottom* 
with  the  growth  of  thrir  lands.  What!  are  we 
sensible  that  we  are  yet  at  was  with  Great  BHtainf 
We  proceed  aa  if  we  had  toUlly  vanquished  the 
enemy.  Are  we  aware,  that  to  continue  such  a 
duct  is  toallure  themtoaet  in  thissute,  isat 
THaoanT  they  performed  tbe  last  winter  in  tiie 
Jer-y,?  Do  we  intend  to  acquiie  an  eiperimentai 
knowledge  of  (he  horrors  of  war/  Do  we  desire 
to  be  driven  from  this  beautiful  town— to  be  dis- 
poEseased  of  Ibis  valuable  seat  of  trade — to  tee 
ourselves  flying  we  know  not  whither— our  heir* 
uselessly  sacrificed  in  our  sight,  and  their  bodies 
mingled  with  repeated  stabs  of  bayonets^  Tell 
me,  do  you  mean  that  your  ears  shall  be  pierced 
with  the  univailing  shrieks  of  your  Wives,  and  the 
agoniilng  screams  of  your  daughtera  under  the 
brulal  violence  of  Briihh  or  Brttn$-mck  rulBana?— 
Route,  nnoai  yourselves  into  an  activity  capable 
of  aecuring  you  igainit  these  horrors.  In  every 
quarter  tJie  enemy  are  vanquished  or  bafBed.  They 
are  at  a  standi  cesae,  my  beloved  countrymen. 
cease,  by  your  langour  in  the  public  defence,  and 
your  srdor  af.er  private  gain,  to  Invite  them  Ut 
turn  their  steps  this  way  and  teiie  your  country 
,«s  a  rirh  and  easy  prey.  The  states  of  Aaitriea 
are  sllxckeil  by  BrUain.  They  ought  to  consider 
themselves  as  an  army  drawn  up  to  receive  the 
iahock  of  assault,  and   from  the  nature  of  thrir 
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ground,  occupying  thirteen  towns  ind  villages  in 
the  extent  of  their  line.  Common  prudence  dictates 
that  the  several  corps,  in  their  respectire  stations, 
during  the  whole  time  they  are  in  battalia,  should 
use  the  utmost  vigilance  and  diligence,  in  being  on 


a  powerful  nation  of  Indiant,  who,  urged  by  Britain ^ 
had  attacked  the  United  Sutes.  But  such  brilliaDt 
proceedings,  unless  supported  with  propriety,  will 
cover  us  with  infamy.  They  will  appear  as  the 
productions  of  fkction,  folly  and  Umerity;  not  of 

their  g^ard,  and  in  adding  strength  to  strength  I  patriotism,  wisdom  and  valor.     What  a  contrast! 

for  their  security.    We  are  in  the  right  wing  of 

the  American  line,  and  at  a  distance  fh>m  the  main 

body — are  we  doing  our  duty?    No!  we  have  in  a 

manner  laid  up  our  arms—nay,  even  prizes  are 

prepared  for  the  horse-race!  we  can  spare  no  la- 
borers to  the  public,  because  we  are  employing 

litem  to  collect  on  all  sides  articles  for  private 

emolument.     We  amuse  ourselves  with  enqtiirifs 

into  the  conduct  of  those  who  permitted  the  loss 

of  Titwideroga^  nor  do  we  appear  to  have  an  idea 

that  others  will,  in  their  turn,  scrutinize  our  con- 
duct at  this  juncture— a  crisis  when  we  know  that 
the  enemy  have  collected  their  force,   and  are 

actually  advanced  against  the  main  battle  ofAme 
rica^  where,  if  they  shall  find  they  can  make  no 
impression,  and  we  have  now  a  Battering  prospect 
they  will  Bnd  their  efforts  abortive,  it  is  but  rea- 

sctnable  to  imagine  they  a'ill  recoil  upon  our  post. 

They  will  toi/  faster  against,   than  aid  can   b^ 

marched  to  us.     Their  arrival  will  be  sudden— 

uhdU  they  find  U9  ihame/ttUy  occupied  in  the  amute 

ment9  andbuanat  of  peace?  Why  has  the  Almighty 

endowed  us  with  a  recollection  of  events,  but  that 

we  may  be  enabled  to  prepare  against  dangers,  by 

avoiding  the  errors  and  follies,  the  negligence  an-?  j  scrutinizing  the  conduct  of  others— good  wishet, 

supiness  by  which  others  have  been  ruined,     r- and  enquiring  the  news  of  the  day.    Such  men  most 

a  sense  of  our  duty  to  our  country,  or  of  safety  to|  be  sensible  of  a  disgraceful  inferiority,  when  they 

posterity.  Is  too  weak  to  rouse  us  into  action;  if- bear  those  American  names,  which  the  trumpet  of 

the  noble  passions  of  the  mind  have  not  force  to  i  f»nie  now  saunds  through  the  world;  a  blast,  that 


how  humiliating  the  one— how  glorious  the  otherf 
Will  not  pride  spur  us  on  to  add  to  the  catalogue.' 
Will  you  not  strive  to  rival  the  vigour  oftheJYwrih? 
Do  we  admire  the  great  names  of  antiquity?    Do 
we  wish  for  an  opportunity  to  be  equally  celebrated 
by  posterity?-.  Than  the  present,  there  never  was 
a  more  inviting  or  certain  opportunity  of  acquir- 
ing an  immortal  name.    A  world  to  be  converted 
into  an  empire,  is  the  work  now  in  hand~-a  work 
whereon  the  names  of  the  workmen  will  be  engrar* 
ed  in  indelible  characters.    Shall  we  not  exert  onr« 
selves  to  be  ranked  in  this  most  illostrious  list? 
Nor  is  it  so  difficult  a  tiling  to  acquire  place  in  it* 
as  may  be  imagined:  it  is  in  every  man's  power  to 
exert  himself  with  vigor  and  constancy.    My  dear 
countrymen,  trifle  not  with  an  opportunity  un- 
exampled, and  not  to  be  recalled- -it  is  paasiii|f 
with  rapidity.  Let  us  put  our  hands  to  our  breasts^ 
and  examine  what  we  have  done  in  forwardmg  this 
imperial  structure.    How  many  mast  say,  I  have 
youth— strength— activity— an   abundant  fortune 
learning—sense,  or  someof  these  blessings;  but— — « 
1  have  shewed  my  attachment  to  America  only  by 
a  momentary  vigour,  to  mark  my  inconstancy — 


elevate  us  to  glory — the  meaner  ones,  perhaps, 
miy  drive  us  into  a  state  of  security.    The  miser, 
amidst  all  his  anxiety  to  add  to  his  heap,  is  yet 
careful  to  provide  a  strong  box  for  its  safety.  Shall 
we  neglect  even  such  an  example  of  prudence? 
Pride  raised  Catiin^t  dagger  against  Canar^  and 
procured  him  the  glorious  title  of  the  last  of  t/ie 
Romans.    We  were  the  first  in  America^  who  pub- 
licly  pronounced  lord  J^orth's  famous  conciliatory 
motion,  inadmissible — we  raised  the  first  regular 
forces  upon  the  continent,  and  for  a  term  of  three 
years — we  first  declared  the  causes  of  taken  up 
arms— we  originated  the  couacils  of  safety — we 
were  among  the  first,  who  led  the  way  to  inde- 
pendence, by  establishing  a  constitution  of  govern- 
ment—we  were  the  first  who  made  a  law  authoris- 
ing the  capture  of  British  vessels  without  distinc 
tion— we  alone  have  defeated  a  British  /eel— we 
•lone  have  vicfrinuly  pierced  through  and  reduced 


will  reach  the  ears  of  the  latest  posterity. 

Surely  such  men  may  have  a  desire  to  be  relieved 
from  so  oppressive  a  sensation:  the  remedy  is  with^* 
in  their  own  power;  and  if  they  will  use  it,  while 
it  throws  off  their  disgrace,  is  will  operate  for  the 
benefit  of  their  country.    Let  them  enquire  of  the 
president,  what  service  thet  cah  asTtnsR  Tnn 
STATX.    To  a  rich  planter,  he  would  aay,  if  you  will 
send  20,  30,  or  40  laborers  to  the  pubilc  works,  and 
for  Tohom  5011  shall  be  paid,  you  will  do  an  essential 
service  m  a  critical  time.    To  another,  if  you  will 
diligently  overlook  and  pnsh  on  ihe  construction 
of  such  a  battery,  or  line,  you  will  merit  the  thanks 
of  your  fellow^itizpns.     To  a  third,  if  instead  of 
hunting  you  will  ride  about  your  neighborhood,  or 
a  little  beyond,  and  endeavor  o  instruct  those  who 
re  ignorjtnt  ot  the  importance  of  the  public  con- 
test—reclaim  the  deluded,  animate  the  timid— 
rouse  the  languid— and  raise  a  spirit  of  emulation 
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who  shall  excpt  himself  most  in  the  csuse  of  frcc- 
d<Hn  and  America:  you  will  deserve  the  tppUu^e 
of  the  continent.  How  many  opportunities  are 
there,  for  a  mtn  to  distinguish  himself;  and  to  be 
beneficial  to  his  country! 


Nor  ought  those  who  hiVe  labored  much  in  the 
f>ublic  defhiee,  to  sit  down  at  ease,  if  they  can  per- 
form  other  services*    The  enemy  are  repulsed  in 
their  attacks— they  are  at  a  stand— they  seem 
stunned.  Let  us  now  collect  our  whole  strength- 
one  effort  more  and  they  must  be  crushed,     ff^e  are 
framed  Is  etpect  the  enemy;  and  It  is  probable,  the 
back  country  militia  may  be  called  to  do  duty  in 
this  town,  during  the  ensuing  winter.    I  wish  to 
extend  some  aid  to  such  of  their  famrlies,  as  rosy 
be  most  distressed  by  their  absence  from  home; 
and  I  do  therefore  declare,  that  1  appropriate  my 
l«st  year's  ialary  for  that  service.    I  am  endeavor- 
ing to  raise  a  •piHt  of  emulation  among  my  country- 
men—the ungenerous  witt  attribute  this  appropria- 
tion to  other  motives— 1  know  the  world  too  well 
to  doubt  it.     But,  let  such  follow  their  inclina- 
tions—I  rely  upon  the  integrity  of  my  conduct.    I 
ought  to  endeavor,  to  discharge  my  duty  to  the 
publici  nor  is  it  a  consideration  with  me,  that  my 
conduct  in  the  prosecution  of  my  duty,  may  expose 
me  to  a  reproach  of  vnnity  or  ingratitude^  a  want 
of  sympathy  for  those  in  distress  or  natural  affec* 
tioni  1  am  always  satisfied,  when  I  know  that  I  do 
iMt  deaerve  such  censures.    I  feel  for  those,  who 
feel  disagreeable  effects  from  my  conducti  but, 
among  the  many  things  1  regret,  I  carniot  but  thus 
publicly  lament,  that  not  the  least  attention  is  paid 
to  two  important  resolutions  of  our  congress  in 
JutM  1775.    One,  that  all  absentees  holding  estates 
in  this  country,  except  the  sick,  and  those  above 
sixty,  and  under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  ought 
Ibrtbwiih  to  return— Die  other,  that  no  person  hol4- 
hig  property  in  this  country  ought  to  withdraw 
themselves  from  iu  service,  without  giving  good 
«nd  sufficient  reasons  for  so  doing.     The  gentle 
voiee  of  legislative  recommendation  is  not  regard- 
ed—must the  legislature,  in  order  to  be  beard, 
ruse  its  voice  to  the  tone  of  forfeiture?    Our  coun- 
try stands  in  neefl  of  the  advice,  the  countenance, 
the  personal  support  of  all  those  who  have  pro- 
perty in  it.    Nor  is  it  just  or  reasonable,  that  any 
should  enjoy  ease  and  ssff  ty  by  continuing  at  a  dis- 
tance, while  the  people  oere  have  put  their  all  at 
hazard.  If  we  fail,  they  contioue  secure  in  life  and 
esUU;  if  we  suceed,  they,  without  toil  or  danger, 
reap  every  benefit  we  shall  procure.    I  know  some 

of  tlioae,  who  are  absent,  contrary  to  th4*  recom- 
13. 


roendation  nf  their  country,  nor  an;  I  so  ungenerous 
as  to  attribute  their  absence  to  a  dicgrnceful  policy. 
But,  even  they  must  be  so  inpenio\is  as  to  admit 
that  those  who  do  not  knoW  them,  have  room  to 
cast  this  reproach  upon  them,  and  to  be  dissatisfied 
at  their  conduct* 

It  is  necessary  that  I  speak  with  boldness  and 
plainness.  In  a  time  like  this,  that  language  should 
be  as  the  thunder — not  as  tlie  music  of  the  spheres 
— and  that  I  discoufse  to  grand  jurors  of  other 
things,  besides  their  mere  duties  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice.   Hence,  upon  other  occasions  have  I  reasoned 
upon  the  propriety  of  our  revolution  in  March  1776 
«-upon  the  legal  necessity  of  the  American  inde- 
pendence—and now,  upon  the  situation  of  affairs. 
I  do  most  earnestly  recommend,  that  you  urge 
these  topicks,  when  you  blend  yourselves  again 
among  your  neighbors.    In  every  station  that  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  fill,  I  have  counselled  the 
most  decisive  measures;  nor  have  I  been  sparing 
of  my  personal  assiitance  in  their  execution!  The 
public  service  requires  an  unwearied  application, 
unabating  vigor,  and  a  readiness   to   make   the 
greatest  sacrifices.    I  firmly  trust,  that  we  shall 
ict  as  XRv;  and  that  posterity  will  have  no  jast 
cause  to  reproach  our  conduct. 


THE  PRESENTMENTS  OF  THE  JURY. 
South  CaXaliva. 
At  a  court  o/okhkral  stssroits  or  thb  pkacr,  otbr 

Aicn    TPRMIRKB,    AS81ZB    AND    4»KNERAL    OAOf.    DB- 

LiVBMt,  begun  una  hohien  at  C/uirfe*ton,  f-.r  the 
diktrictof  Charleiton,  theQlut  October  1777,  before 
the  honorable  IViUiam  Henry  Drayton^  etq.  chief 
ju9(ice,  and  hit  atiodateo,  jvttiee$  of  the  eaid  courts 

Praentmento  of  the  grand  jury  fur  the  taid  dietrict, 

I.  We  the  grand  jurors  of  said  district,  think  it 
our  duty  to  present  as  a  great  grievance,  that  most 
of  the  magis'Tates  in  the  commission  of  the  peace 
for  Charleoton  refuse  to  act,  by  means  whereof 
many  criminals,  particuLirly  slaves,  escape  punish* 
ment,  to  the  great  encouragement  of  crimes  and 
offences:  And  we  are  of  opinion,  that  this  remissness 
in  the  magistrate,  is  owing  to  the  law  disallowing 
any  fees,  for  the  most  salutary  services  to  the  pub- 
lic. 

II.  %Ve  present  as  a  grievance,  the  number  of 
voluntary  absentees  from  this  state  now  in  Europe, 
men  of  large  possessions,  that  they  are  not  particu- 
larly ordered  to  return,  and  join  their  countrymen,  in 
the  present  contest  for  liberty  and  independence. 

HI.  We  present,  by  the  information  of  Mr.  Senja- 
min  Edingt,  that  the  public  road  leadmg  from 
Slann*8  island  to  0dlsto  island,  has  never  been 
finished,  (for  want  of  commissioners)  and  is  now 
*n  ai^ch  bad  order,  that  it  is  very  difficult  fer  the 
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ii.t.abitknli  lo  p»s*  over,  and  wliich  miy  be'  very 
(ictrimenlal  in  c»e  or  any  invuion  or  utliei 
•mergency,  uid  hope  that  duEaltentian  may  be  had 
ill  remedying  this  tji\. 

IV.  WereiumiMrduuikBUihulionor  (hecliici 
jiiHlic*,  for  hia  escellent  an,l  patriotio  chal^r  lU- 
livrredatthcoprninKofthia  Briiiona,  andbeglhr 
"     "     III. 


be  forthwi 

pniitcd  and  puhlMied. 

.aim. 

[l.  s,] 

ridlip  TiJsman, 

[u   ».] 

J.hn  lF<bh, 

tt.    8] 

Ma,  C-elght-». 

[L.    S.] 

1l    B.] 

John  Lscn, 

[l,  s,] 

Sumiul  J^efore, 

[l.  a.) 

J.ifah  Banntau, 

iL.    B.] 

Samuel  Dimlap, 

[L-    S] 

J.h»  Kvfr.. 

[l.    ».) 

KebrrlMvrrellJim. 

[l.    S.] 

Jmei  Witiei;  jm. 

[L     «.] 

miHam  Ragall, 

[t.    6.] 

Utrjamin  EiKngt, 

[L.    ,..] 

Judge  Drayton's  Speecli. 

Thr  tprteh  nflht  htit.  ff'iliam  Hmry  Oraflan,  nri. 
rhi'f  JHttl't  af  Stnllt  Caralina.  deiivertd  an  Ihc 
lar-iiirih  Jamiaiy,  1778,  in  (Af  gentral  attambly— 

iiTiicki  tf  Uu  etnfeilrTtiliatt  af  Iht   Caiud  Hiatci 

a/Jmtriea. 

Mr.  CaiiB»*s  — A  plan  of  a  conrederation  nfi 
the  United  Stale*  of  America,  ia  at  length  by  cm. 
Kr«aM?iT«n  tolbecootineni;  A  subject  of  at  high 
importanee  ai  Can  be  prtiPnled  to  their  atteiition. 
Upon  the  wise  formation  of  thii,  their  indrptt;r!<rn- 
C*,  tloty  and  hippinea*  ultimately  depend.  The 
plan  ii  delivered  abroad  fur  private  and  public  in- 
formatiun:  It  ii  ifot  to  ui  for  coniideration.  Sir, 
my  mind  lahnri  under  the  Load  that  k  thui  thrown ' 
upon  it.- -MillioiH  arc  to  eiperience  the  effi!ciaor| 
the  judgment  oT  tlioie  few,  whom  ibe  laws  per- 1 
mit  lothinhindio  act  fbrlbem  in  thia  i^and  bu- 
aineM.  Millioiia--potterity  innumerable,  will  bin* 
or  curae  our  conduct! — Their  happineia  or  misery 
licpmd  upon  us — their  fitc  ia  now  in  our  hands! 
I  almost  tremble,  while  I  aMist  in  holding  ihr  in. 
Iioriant  balance!— But  sir,  the  great  dispoarr  ol 
all  things,  has  placed  ua  in  this  important  period, 
pregnant  with  vast  e* enti-  lie  ba*  called  us  forth 
to  legitlale  far  the  new  world;  and  to  endeavar 
to  bind  ttie  various  people  of  it,  in  durable  bands 
of  friendship  and  union.  We  must  obej^andl 
trust  we  aliull  obey,  with  courage  and  integrity 
ActuaUd  by  tbeae  principles,  t  am  incapable  of 


receding  fnim  my  duty:  And  conscious  that  1  »« 
:  oiind  to  consider  the  su*<j«ct  of  s  confedention 
ofthe  Uiiited  Statf  s,  upon  the  broad  buis  of  eqiu!  ■ 
i'y.  I  ahatl  endeavor  to  diicharge  this  obligition, 
lirst,  by  viewing  th-  plan  before  u*,  with  liberality, 
and  with  that  decency  and  retpect,  due  to  the  high 
aulhoriif  IVom  whicii  it  ia  derived;  and  then,  by 
lak'mg  the  liberly  of  throwing  out  my  ideas  of 
aiich  lerma,  as  in  my  npiniun  are  des'rable,  attain- 
.ible,  and  likely  to  forin  a  beDeficial  confederation. 
The  beat  writers  upon  goveranicnl,  agree  in  tbit 
as  a  political  truth;  that  v-rre  the  Itbertie*  of  the 
people  are  to  be  preierved,  the  legialitive  and  ex- 
ecutive should  ever  be  aepsraie  and  diaiiiici;  and 
ihat  the  first  should  consist  of  parli  mTitually  form- 
ing a  check  upon  each  other.  Tie  co-isuts,  aeiats 
•nd  people,  cnnsli'uterlauc'i  a  govcm.-n^itin  tlaisr: 
The  king,  InT'li  and  cnmmons,  erec'.ed  such  a  gor. 
entment  in  Britain.  7'iie  flrst,  one  of  Ibe  best  or 
antiquity — the  last,  the  most  perfect  si  stem,  tlie 
wit  of  man  ever  devised:  But  both,.asit  is  tlic  caae 
with  all  things  lemponl,  tost  fieir  capability  of  ac- 
tion, and  changed  their  very  nature. 

We  are  about  to  establish  a  co'ifcd^ratcil  go- 
Tcrnment  which  I  rcligio  is'y  hope  will  last  for 
And,  I  must  be  pardoned  when  1  say,  that 
this  goventmentdoes  not  appear  likely  tn  be  form- 
ed upon  those  principles,  which  the  wis;tt  m;n 
have  deemed,  and  which  lon^  and  invariible  «■ 
perience  prove,  to  be  the  m^a.'  secure  defences  to 
liberty.  The  congress  aeem  lo  have  lost  aiglit  of 
this  wise  mode  of  goverriTne^it;  At  leait  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  they  hive  rejected  it.  I  lament  llicir  de- 
eiiion;  1  have  apprehenaions  for  the  cnnirquences. 
Into  their  own  hands,  they  a;^>ar  inclined  to  as- 
sume almMt  all  the  important  powers  of  govern- 
ment. The  second  urticle  speak*  of  ibe  sovereign- 
ly of  the  respective  st«tei,  but  by  the  lime  we  ar- 
rive at  the  last,  scarce  the  ahmlow  of  sovereign- 
ty remains  to  anv.  "So  two  or  more  States  ahill 
enter  into  any  treaty,"  but  by  content  of  congress 
— "nor  shall  any  bn.Iy  uf  furcei  be  kept  tip  by 
any  state,  in  time  vt  peace,  except  such  namber 
only,"  as  congress  shill  deem  requ'.a:ie— "no  re*. 
sell  of  war,  shall  be  kept  up  in  li-ne  of  peace  by 
any  sttte,  except  «uch  nunlher  only,"  as  congre«s 
shall  deem  necesi^ary— "nnr  aliall  any  stale  grant 
commissions  to  any  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  ezcep  t 
it  be  after  a  declaration  of  war  by,"  Ci-figres* — 
and,  tliese  are  great  and  bumilinting  resirictioni 
upun  t!ieir  sovereignty.  It  ii  ofnccessi-y,  that  the 
sovereignly  ofthe  suies  should  be  reairi.-ic  -  but 
Iwoulddolhiawilh  a^n(/eliand.  l3aunotag«od 
conftdtration  be  had,  wiUiotil  tbcae  kiunjliating 
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restriction^?  1  thirik  it  may.  However,  independ 
ent  of  the  settlement  of  this  point;  the  two  last 
restrictions  require  another  obnervation.  From 
the  first  of  them,  it  oug^t  to  be  presumed,  that  up- 
on a  vacancy  in  any  of  the  vessels  of  war,  kept  up 
by  any  state  in  tinne  of  peace  by  the  permission  of 
Gonfrress,  the  state  to   which  they  belong  shull  in 


consider  the  subsequent  proviso,  worded  in  these 
most  peremptory  terms,  that  **no  treaty  of  com- 
merce ihall  be  made  vhereby  the  legislative  powf^r 
of  the  respective  states  shall  be  rettrained  from.  im> 
posing  tuck  impotta  and  dutiet  on  foreigners,  as  their 
own  people  are  subject  to,  or  from  prohibiting  tlie 
exportation  or  imporuuion  of  any  species  of  goods 


time  of  peace,  be  at  liberty  to  issue  a  new  com-  jor  commodities  whatsoever.'*  1  know,  that  the  rule 


mission:  But  if  this  is  to  be  presume),  the  senti- 
ment 9ught  to  have  been  predtely  expre»9ed;  for  it  is 
obvioaa,  a  doubt  upon  this  matter,  may  aritiC  from 
the  restriction,  that  no  state  shall  grant  comrois- 
sions  to  any  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  except  it  be  af- 
ter «  declaration  of  war.  These  claused,  if  wf 
give  d«.e  efficacy  to  the  signification  of  words,  re- 
ally clash — at  least  displaying  an  ambiguity,  they 
require  a  rule  of  construction,  that  must  deotroy 
the  peremptorines*  of  words.  A  rule  which  ought 
not  to  be  admitted  into  an  instrument  of  this  kind; 
for  it  should  be  maturely  considered;  and  it  may 
bt  precisely  worded,  without  the  formality  in  a 
•tatute  law. 

There  seems  to  be  a  dangermis  inaccuracy  in  that 


of  construction  in  law,  is  capable  of  warranting 
the  meaning  I  have  extended  to  the  first  claoiie, 
and  of  giving  efficacy  to  both:  But  then  it.mu!tt, 
dettroy  the  potitive  terms  in  the  second,  qualifyin|( 
by  giving  them  an  operation  only  respecting  trea- 
ties of  commerce,  which  oJiall  be  made  exclwive  and 
independent  of  the  foreign  stipulations  of  congre  i» 
in  treaties  already  proposed.  And  unlei^s  this  nile 
takes  place,  the  first  clause  is  absolutely  in  effect 
repealed,  by  that  which  is  subsequent.  We  expe- 
rimentally know,  that  men  will  not  always  admit 
that  to  be  reason,  which  really  is  so;  and  that  where 
there  is  a  doubt,  they  will  obstinately  contend  for, 
and  persist  in  opposite  constructions.  Those  two 
clauses  will  undoubtedly  admit  of  contention;  and 


part  of  the  sixth  article,  prohibiting  the  states  re-  the  leaU  consequence  that  can  arise,  will  be,  either 
•pecUvely  from  entering  into  any  conference  withj^****  ^*'«  ^^^  clause  rou«l  be  considered  as  repeal- 
any  king,  prince  or  state.    I  presume  this  ought  !*^'  •'^*^«  "*^""^  ""»P**'^  ®*'^**«  positive  terms  in 


to  be  understood,  to  respect  a  foreign  state  only: 
Brit  it  may  be  insisted  upon,  that  the  prohibition 
includes  even  the  United  States.  Andjwhy  should 


the  last  must  be  destroyed,  and  qualified.  And 
independent  of  these  disagreeable  altemstives,  the 
last  olause  appears  to  be  an  intolerable  clog  to  fo- 


not  two  or  more  of  these  have  any  conference?    1  '•*^»*f"  negociaiion.-I  could  wish  here  to  finish  par- 
voQld  have  the  doubt  aboul^eiy  destroyed.  !  t«<^«»*"»ing  «n*tte%  of  doubt:  but  it  is  necessary  to 

!  Delect  one  instance  more,  and  then  1  will  shew  the 
main  tendency  of  these  objections. 


The  third  section  of  the  article  now  under  my 
olMervttion,  declares,  that  *'no  state  shall  lay  any 
Tinqiosti  or  duties,  which  may  interfere  with  any 
stipulations  in  treaties,  entered  into  by  congr^sb 
vitb  any  king,  prince  or  state,  in  pursuance  of  any 
treaties  already  proposed  by  congress  to  the  courts 


In  ihe  fourth  section  of  the  ninth  article,  con- 
);re<is  is  vested  with  the  po-^'er  of  "regHUiing  the 
trade  and  managing  all  nfl'airs  with  the  Ltdiunpt  not 
members  of  any  of  the  states,  provided  that  the 
legislative  right  of  any  iitate  wiihin  iis  own  limits. 


of/VoACfand  Spmn:^  And  I  m«ist  contrast  this,, ^  .  ^.        .  .  .      ^  ..    , 

.  .  ^.  .  .      .     L      .    ,      •.  .        .  'be  not  mfringed  or  violated."    1  much  approve 

with  the  provision  m  the  ninth  article, "that no  irea-    .  .       -  '    ^       ,    ,  .  7    . 

the  grant,  but  I  confess  i  Jo  nut  uiklers'and  the 


tj  of  commerce  shall  be  made  whereby  the  legii'- 
Utive  power  of  the  respective  stiites  shall  be  re- 
strained fh>m  imposing  such  imposts  and  duties 
CO  foreigners,  as  their  own  people  are  subj*  ct  to, 
or  from  prohibiting  the  exportation  or  impor 
taliofi  of  any  species  of  goods  or  commodit'es 
whatsoever."— -I  am  of  opinion,  we  are  to  un- 
derstand  from  the  first  of  these  clauses,  that  no 
Mtate  tktdl  lay  any impotto  ot  dutiet^  which  may  inter- 
fere with  the  present  foreign  stipuUtions  of  con 
gress,  in  treaties  already  proposed;  and  that  sucl> 
stipulations,  free  of  audi  interference,  may  be  con 
eluded  by  treaty:  But  this  latter  meaning,  is  not 
expressed.    Indeed  a  great  doubt  ari!»es,  whctliei 


grant  and  proviso  combined^  For  1  cannot  conceive 
in  what  manner  the  legislative  right  of  a  stat  t 
within  its  own  limits,  can  be  infringed,  by  an  act 
of  congress  relative  to  Imiiano  not  meinbero  of  any 
state;  and  thereforenot  within  the  limit.i  of  any  so  Ji 
to  be  subject  to  the  operation  of  its  legisUuve  right. 

It  is  of  no  moment  with  me,  whether  the  doitlj!i 
1  have  raised,  are  deemed  obvious  snd  imponai  ■ , 
or  rather  refined  and  of  little  consequence.  Gni..- , 
and  it  must  be  admitted,  that  they  have  the  u;.. 
peara'x??  of  doubts — 1  a:»k  no  more.  The  lio*.*  r 
;ind  interest  of  America  requiri*,  that  their  graui 
uci  of  confederation,  should  be  a  nuble  moi.un.enr, 


this  he  the  true  hitent  of  thai  clause,  when  wcjt'ree,  as  far  as  human  wisdom  can  enable  iL  lo 
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from  dcftci   Mid  flaw;   Erery  thing  unnece»»«T7 
■toold  be  criiicilly  rfmovetl'-CTccy  ippean-nce  of 
doubt,  ihoulil  bf  airtfully  cndieaiedoulof  it. 
U  nol  to  be  (bou^i,  but  that  the  prcient  congrei* 
ctemly  uadcntand  tb«  confederation. 
congretie*  will  lojk  for  the  ipiril  of  tbe  1(« .  This 
"will  then  bi  the  result  of  their  g%od  or  bid  lo^'ic; 
and  thii  will  depend  an  their  cood  or  bid  digi 
on  the  Tiolencc  of  thnr  puiiontj  on  tbe  rank  and 
condition  of  tbe  psrtici,  or  on  th^r 
villi  cpngrtts;  tnd  on  all  Ihoic little  circumitincei, 
which  change  the  ifipearanee  of  object*  in 
fluctuating  mind  of  man."    Tbni  Ihoufbt  tbe  it! 
trioui  marquis  Btecaria,  of  .Vihtii,  a  labline  | 
liMOpber,  reamning  on  the  interpf^'io"  of  Iiwi,— 
I  niuat  be  permitted  to  continue  his  idea*,  ytt  a 
little  fifftheriipwi  tht»  aubjeol— they  are  to  eiicl- 
Ij  in  point.     He  siys,  "there  is  nothing  more  d«n- 
geruut  'ban  the  common  sxioni:    TAe  ipirit  of  ihe 
Jam  ittth*  conadrred.     To  adopt  it,  is  to  give  way 
to  the  torrent  of  opinions."    "When  the  code  of 
lava  ia  once  Bteil,  it  should  be  observed    in  llie 
literal  senae."    "When  the  rule  of  riBht  which 
ought  to  direct  the  actioaa  of  the  philosopher,  ai 
well  as  the  ignortnt,  is  a  matter  of  controversy, 
not  of  fact,  the  people  are  slaves  to  tbe  magis. 

trates," la  it  not  tbe  intention  of  the  coofedera. 

tion,  that  the  people  ihallbsfreef— Let  itthen  be 
■daptcd  to  the  meanest  capacity. ~tet  tbe  ruli 
riehl  be  not  instteT  of  contra*  ersyi  but  of  fad-.-let 
the  confederation  be  uaderelood  according  1o  that 
airict  rule  by  which  we  underatand  penal  laws 
The  eonfederation  is  of  at  least  as  much  import, 
tnce  to  America,  al  penal  lawa  sre  in  ■  small  so- 
ciety—safcty  lo  the  people  is  the  object  of  bnth. 
In  A  word,  tlie  spirit  of  laws,  la}s  down  this  maxim, 
that  rtn  republics,  the  •ery  nature  of  tbe  constitu. 
tioorcquircs  the  judges  to  follow  the'elfn- of  Ihelaw. 
The  fourth  articles  declares,  'Hhst  the  free  in- 
habitants of  each  of  these  sUtes,  paupers,  viga. 
bonds  and  fugiiires  from  justice  excepted,  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunitiea  of  fri 
ciltzcnsin  the  several  staisi:"  A  position,  in  my 
opinion,  abioluiely  insdmiasihle.  Would  the  peo. 
pie  of  .Mamchattiu,  have  the  free  JV*irr«t  i 
Caratina,  eligible  to  their  general  courts  Can 
be  intended,  that  the  free  inhabitants  of  one  utat 
shall  have  power  to  go  into  another,  there 


through  which  the  free  wliite  inhabitanu  of  ttat 
late  are  by  law  enti'led  — Tbia  article  also  pvo- 
idcsfortbe  "removal  ufpraprrty  imported  into 
iny  state;"  but  the  removal  of  property  aeqaired 
in  it,  into  thst  "of  which  tbe  owner  is  an  iababU 
isnt,"  it  npglected.  Has  not  the  owner  an  equal 
ri^littoenjoy  St  bome,  the  laat  kindof  properly  as 
the  firit?  The  provision  in  behslf  of  the  congresi^ 
or  a  state,  is  manifestly  in  contrsdistinelinii,  ta 
that  in  favor  of  a  private  owner. 

The  6flh  arliele  directa,  that  dclegatra  shall  be 
annually  appointed  to  meet  in  congress,  oa  the 
first  Mmday  in  Akventen  and  this  is  a  matter  re- 
quinng  particular  attention.  Ourclioiste  inatruels 
I,  that  the  general  assembly  should  make  their 
long  and  important  session  in  wtiueri  and  but  a 
iliort  one  in  nimmer,  rather  to  finish  than  begin 
L*en  common  buiiiness.  Indeed  this  is  assented  to 
by  tha  nembera,  and  of  course  but  few,  and  tboae 
too,  in  tbe  vicinity  of  Ckarletim,  attend  the  tHat- 
nrr  sitting,  which  cannot  even  with  prudence  be 
had  between  the  months  of  /ufy  and  Mivemiier. 
When  then,  sir,  are  the  delegates  to  ha  eUeted 
lor  tbe  A'tvemUr  congress?  Are  they  to  be  cho- 
in  the  iwnawr  ■cssion;  and  in  a  very  thin  howe 
of  course?  Congress  cannot  intend  tbit-mor  coun- 
try cannot  admit  of  it;  becauae  such  delegates,  a 
ipTtHBtalUn  of  tl^  highai  naturt,  sboutd  ever  be 
chosen  in  a  full  house,  as  the  moat  obvious  aign 
that  tbry  are  the  real  delegalei  »f  tht  pttfU.  Nor 
can  it  be  expected,  they  should  be  eboaen  in  Jam' 
uary,  the  time,  which  the  climate  and  beat  cir- 
curoitanccs  point  out,  as  the  roost  proper  for  be-' 
ginning  our  long  and  itnportant  session.  For  thia 
would  be  reducing  us  to  the  necessity  of  appoint- 
ing delegates,  almost  twelve  months  befbre  they 
were  to  serve — s  measure  nntber  necessary,  nor 
to  be  admitted,  if  we  can  avoid  it.  Those  month* 
comprehend  sn  inclement  nnamer  and  antioan;  and 
death  or  sickness  msy  destroy  the  intended  rcprc* 
mentation:  Tn  which  case  the  state  may  not,  by  the 
united  voice  ofthepeople,  he  represented  in  con- 
gress from  the  beginning  of  ?(o*ember  to  the  mid- 
dle of  February— an  event,  that  might  be  of  htal 
consequences.  I  shall  therefore  be  very  glad  tosee, 
either  the  month  of  February,  March  or  April  aub- 
itltutedinaiFadofNovember.  These  rtaaon*  will  at- 
support  me,  in  objecting  to  that  part  of  tbe  at 


for  rrpresentative*  in  the  legisUture?— And  yei  article.relativetotherecalofdelegates.withintheir 
these  things  are  clearly  included  in  tliat  clause.  1  year.  A  thio  bouse  may  cast  an  unmerited  eenaure 
think  there  ought  to  be  no  douht,  but  that  the  upon  a  worthy  delegate.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  auch 
free  inhabitants  should  be  white,  and  that  such  of  a  power  exiiting.  Not  that  I  expect  if  there  waa 
one  state,  should  be  entitled  to  tbe  privileges  anil  such,  that  it  would  be  abused,  but  we  ought,  as 
immunities  in  v>^<r>  o"ly  by  tbe  aaoie  means  I  far  as  we  can,  to  gtiard  against  the  possible  abuse 
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of  power.  And,  in  additioo  to  thetc  priucipKl  ob- 
jeelioni aKaiiist  the  fiflh  articli,  1  must,  add,  tliii 
I  think  it  ii  unerly  impolitic,  to  exclude  a  inein- 
ber  of  eongnat  from  being  nominated  to  a  eominii- 
■iori  under  ilie  United  Si«tea:  The  cluut-e  upon 
tliis  lubjeet  it  nther  dirk.  M>ay  t  detente,  mtj 
be  able  to  render  mucb  more  inporUnt  lerviee  to 
the  ceofedeTBey,  ia  auch  ■  atation,  than  io  congreis 
—the  occaiion  of  luch  lervice  may  be  pressing — 
ai  fit  a  period  out  of  congreia  may  not  then  be 
known— a  member  of  congres*  may  be  moat  capa- 
ble of  the  (tation,  brcauie  poaaeaied  of  the  Kcreti 
of  eongrraa— and  ahall  the  aertice  of  luch  a  man 
be  loat  to  the  confederacy,  merely  beeauie  he  ii  a 
member  of  conKiri)^  The  answer  iiobviou*  1  think 
— Nc^but  lethia  acceptance  of  the  commiasion  va- 
cate hU  seat,  and  render  him  incapable  of  a  rc- 
electioa  during  the  time  he  holda  it. 

I  baTealreadyaaid,  tbetOTereigntyortheiUtu 
diould  be  reatricted  with  a  gentle  hand;  I  now 
add  it  ought  to  be  reatcieted,  only  in  cue*  of  abso- 
iQte  ncceaiity.—What  abiolute  oeceaiity  Is  there, 
that  congrcaa  ahould  hare  the  power  of -ciuain^ 
thevalue  of  all  granted  land,  tobe"eitiBi>(ed  ac- 
cor^ng  to  auch  mode,  aa  they  ihall  from  tine  to 
direclP"  Congrcii  ahould  have  no  power,  tnit  what 
ia  clearly  defined  in  the  nature  of  ita  operniii>n.— 
But  I  am  ahtolutely  againat  the  poaition,  that  the 
pablic  uda  aball  be  raiaed  by  Uie  aeveral  i 
ia  prapertiDn  to  the  value  of  their  granted 
boildins*  aad  improrementi.  At  the  ftrtt  blush 
of  thb propotition,  nothing  aeemt  more  equitable: 
But  viewing  the  subject  with  more  attention,  1 
thiak  1  ace,  that  it  ia  unequal,  injurious  and  impoli- 
tie.  It  ia  unequal,  becaiui  ii  aeemt  to  be  in  vain 
to  expect,  that  auch  landajkc.  will  be  equally  u 
■eaicd  io  their  true  value.  To  have  any  chance  of 
doiactlliaiUie  aaietior*  muit  actually  know  every 
aerei  and  the  multitude  of  thenmuathav 
judSgnent:  But  can  ciiher  be  even  hoped  fbrP  Dr> 
V*  not  potilively  know,  that  tbii  mode  of  issesa- 
■cat  does  not  anawer  the  cnd-^in  equal  and  just 
■aieawaent  of  the  valuti'  The  aiactaon  in  Cbarlei. 
tOB,  are  hoi  of  knowledge,  diligence  and  iotrgriiy, 
■nd  ia  it  not  notorioua,  that  the  landed  properly 
in  Cbarleaton,  although  minutely  known,  and  with- 
in a  amall  circle  ia  unrquillj  valued?  SLall  we, 
with  our  reaaon  in  full  vigor,  wiab  to  ex'end  to 
«  iamenae  circle,  a  principle  that  we  ar«  senei- 
blc  Cnla  ua  even  in  a  amall  one?  la  there  any  cer- 
tain  criterion  of  value?  Doea  not  value  altogether 
depend  on  opinion,  ima^nation,  caprlceP  Hence 
it  ia,  that  we  tee  the  idcaa  of  men  upon  this  mat. 
ttr,  iafiuiiel]'  vide.     Uotr  then  can  it   be  ex- 


ttied,  thai    ..  general  g 
he  true  valne?  More  or  leta  than  this,  ought  not 
3  be  rated;  In  the  first  cate,  the  ttate  would  be 
ijured— In  the  laat,  the  other  itatea  would  be  dc- 
Trauded;  and  that  courie  atiauld  he  taken,  which 
ma  moat  likely  to  avoid  thit  Sylla  and  Charyb> 
All  movementt   in  poli'ici,  as  in  mechanicE, 
difficult  and  hazardona  in  proportion  to  their 
ipleicdness.    Now,  in  order  to  raiae  the  gene- 
aid,  a  complex  motion  of  government  ia  necea- 
aary.    Fimt,  to  ataeta  the  value  of  the  land-then 
c  aum  to  arite  from  it— and  then,  to 
by  a  variety  of  taiet,  according  to 
the  discretion  of  the  legitlature.    It  tueh  a  com- 
1  to  ratte  the  aid  deairable,  eiiptciil. 
ly  when  It  cannot  possibly  be  done  with  equality 
the  aeveral  state*:  and  also,  when  another  prin- 
ple  ia  at  band,  perfectly  simple  in  itt  nature,  jutt 
and  equal  in  iit  operation,  and  it  the  alloired  eri- 
lerjon  Io  ascerUin  the  proportion  that  is  desired' 
I  have  been  given  to  understand,  that  a  cipilation 
throughout  the  UniledStatet,  wat  in  con  tempi  a. 
tionofcoTigressj  and  Ibaveever  understood  from  the 
approved  writers  upon  this  subject,  that  the 
rictus  and  ttrength  of  a  state  were  to  be  rated 
jporiion  tattie  number  of  people  sustained  in 
would  then  have  this,  the  criterion  of  the 
public  aid  from  wch  state.    It  i»,  in  my  humble 
every  rnpect  preferable  to  the  other. 
ion  may  be  asecrlaiQed,  and  the  t« 
railed  by  one  set  of  government.    Sueh  a  criierion 
id  mode  of  la«ation,  bas  long  been  in  use  in  some 
parts  of  this  conlinenti  and  it  it  hrst,  under  a  new 
to  continue  cuslomt  in  uie  under  the 
old,  as  lonj-  Bt  they  are  aatutary  and  practicable— 
this  ii  Ihe  north  point  in  mypolitieal  compiit.     if 
we  can  atticti  the  people,  by  exempting  tliem  from 
old  impoailiont,  ttich  a*  quit  rents  in  psrlictilar,  it 
the  tnundest  policy  todo  an;  tor  this  interests 
them  in  tuppart  oftheneir  establitbmeni:  Hut  we 
:annot  be  too  cautious  in  trying  projects  of  a  con- 
irary  nature,    I  aaid,  the  cspiuiton   criterion  of 
iroporiion,  waf  in  every  reaped  preferable  to  llie 
Imd  asaesiiment:  I  now  add,  that  it  will  be  an  im- 
portant check  upon  the  numeration  of  tlie  white 
inhabitants,  to  be  taken  in  order  to  rate  the  mill- 
Liry  quota  of  each  stair;  and  this  ia  a  i 
reason  in  support  of  the  cipilation  c 
cannot  well  h  ve  too  many  proofs,  to  csUbliah  the 
irue  number  of  white  inhabilanit. 


y  materi.l1 


The  mode  of  trial  of  drsputts  between  any  two 
or  more  states  aeema  full  of  delay,  »nd  Iherefore 
it  ought  to  beamended.  Tbefirth  article  provides, 
that  the  representation  of  each  Hale,  aball  not  he 
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less  than  two  delegates:  But  the  mode  of  trial  spe 
cifies,  that  in  a  certain  case,  ^'congress  shall  name 
three  persons  out  of  each  of  the  United  States,  from 
whom  the  judges  shall  be  selected.  Now,  a  state 
may  be  represented  by  only  two  delegates,  and 
then,  the  trial  cannot  be  had,  and  considering  the 
expense  of  paying  delegates — the  inconyenience  of 
their  attendance  upon  congress  at  a  distance  from 
their  private  affairs,  and  from  constant  experience, 
a  bare  representation  is  often^r  to  be  expected, 
than  a  supernumerary  one.  If  it  is  meant,  Xhs 
three  shall  be  taken  from  the  people  at  large, 
which  I  will  not  imagine  to  be  the  case,  a  court 
may  be  picked;  and  therefore,  that  plan  ought  not 
to  be  heard  of.— In  this  case,  I  would  prefer  judges 
during  good  behavior,  eminent  for  their  knowledge 
in  the  law  of  nations;  and  who  should  be  obliged 
to  assign  at  large,  the  reasons  upon  which  they 
ground  their  decrcci:. 
The  congress  would  be  vested  with  the  sole  and 

■ 

exclusive  right  and  power  of  regulating  the  alloy 
and  value  of  coin  struck  by  the  authority  of  the  re- 
spective states;  and  of  fixing  the  standard  of 
weights  and  measures  throughout  the  U.  States: 
But  I  see  no  necessity  for  such  delegation.  To  re- 
gpilate  the  alloy  and  value  of  coin  b  one  of  the 
most  distinguisliing  prerogatives  of  sovereignty. 


to  each  of  the  quotas;  and  they  rank  wiih  regi« 
mental  officers.    I  cannot  see  the  shadow  of  « 
good  reason,  why  the  states  should  not  have  the 
appointment  of  all  officers  necessiry  to  complete 
their  respective  quotas.    Their  honor,  interest  and 
safety  arc  immediately  and  primarily  effected,  by 
ihe  proper  formation  and  regulation  of  their  quo* 
tas.    l^eir  respective  spheres  of  action,  beinif 
within  a  very  small  circle,  in  comparison  of  that, 
in  which  the  congress  preside;  they  must  of  conse- 
quence be  enabled  to  view  objects  at  a  nearer  dis- 
tance—to penetrate  into  the  characters  and  abili- 
ties of  candidates,  and  to  make  a  proper  chtuce 
with  more  accuracy  and  precision,  than  congress 
can  be  supposed  to  do.    They  will  have  enough 
upon  their  hands,  in  actuating  the  great  machine 
of  government    Their  attention  neoeasarily  en  - 
gaged  in  general  and  important  affairs,  ought  not 
to  be  permitted  to  be  drawn  off,  by  those  inferior 
objects  which  can  more  minutely  and  therefore  bet* 
ter  be  examined  by  the  respective  states.    This 
ought  to  be  a  fundamental  maxim  in  the  confede- 
rated policy.    There  is  justice  in  it;  and  I  will  be 
bold  to  say,  it  arises  from  principles  of  true  wis- 
dom.   It  will  display  a  confidence  on  the  part  of 
congress  in   the  several  sutes;   and  this   mujit 
be  the  grand  basis  of  their  independency  and  free- 


nor  can  any  of  the  united  states  part  with  it  with-jdom.     We  do  not  mean,  unnecessarily  to  delegate 


out  exposing  itself  to  be  drained  of  specie.  Uid 
we  not  a  few  years  ago,  encrease  the  value  of  dol- 
lars and  half  joUannesses,  in  order  to  retain  those 
coins;  and  shall  we  now  part  with  the  very'  ability 
of  retaining  coin  among  us?  The  balance  of  trade 
may  be  against  ut,  then  remittances  will  be  made 
in  coin,  and  our  produce  will  be  left  upon  our  hands. 
It  is  our  business  to  endeavor  to  reverse  the  case, 
and  I  hope  we  shall,  by  refusing  to  vest  the  con- 
gress with  a  power  that  we  have  hitherto  been  able 
to  exercise  ourselves  with  advantage  in  a  time  of 
necessity. — Nor  do  1  see  any  reason  for  our  resign- 
ing the  power  of  fixing  the  standard  of  our  weights 
and  measures.  The  states  are  very  competent  to 
this  business.  Let  the  weights  and  measures  be 
ever  so  variable  in  the  several  states,  the  price  of 
commodities  will  ever  be  adequate  to  the  varia- 
tion in  the  respective  markets. 

Congress  desire  to  be  invested  with  the  '*ap- 
pointing  all  officers  in  the  land  forces,  excepting 
regimental  officers."  Ani  far  from  seting  any  ab- 
solute necessity  for  their  having  such  a  power,  1 
can  see  no  degree  of  common  propriety  to  war- 
rant the  claim.     The  several  states  are  to  raise 


any  part  of  our  sovereignty:  We  are  willing  to  :ui- 
crifice  only  such  parts  of  it,  as  are  necessary  to 
be  sacrificed  for  the  general  safety.  In  short,  wc 
enter  into  this  confederacy,  on  the  same  principle 
only,  that  men  enter  into  society. 

But  independent  of  this  position,  as  a  matter 
of  right,  I  will  consider  the  claim  upon  the  foot- 
ing of  common  prudence  and  experience.  When- 
ever congress  sit,  there  will  be  a  number  of  per- 
sons, especially  from  the  nearer  states,  soliciting 
offices:  They  will  form  acquaintances  with  the 
members;  and  we  know  the  common  effect  of  sueh 
connections.  In  consequence,  congress  may  ap- 
point even  an  unexceptionable  person,  as  to  his 
character  and  capacity,  to  a  post  in  a  state  in  which 
he  has  no  cocnections,  and  of  which  he  is  not  a 
member:  This  may  occasion  an  envy  againat  the 
officer,  even  to  the  detriment  of  the  public  servicei 
and  a  displeasure  against  congress,  for  having 
made,  as  it  may  be  deemed,  an  appointment  inju- 
rious to  those  individuals  of  that  state,  who  were 
in  every  respect  capable  of  the  office,  and  whom 
the  public  would  wish  to  see  iu  it.  Or  congress 
may  be  induced  to  appoint  aoember  of  the  state. 


the  regiments  composing  the  land  forces.  Deputy  but  such  a  one  as  the  people  never  would  have 
suff  officers  in  particulir  are  absolutely  necessary 'chosen,  because  they  know  Iiim  to  be  uneqtul  to 
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v)ie  trust.  To  say  such  things  ought  not  to  be  sup- 1  quotas  were  specified,  1  may  say  even  in  a  more 
posed,  is  to  say  but  little:  Byerypage  in  history —  positire  manner:  Yet  the  emperor  and  MoUand 
the  known  disposition  of  the  human  heart  inform  were  yearly  more  and  more  deficient.  The  war 
us,  that  nothing  is  more  likely  to  happen.    I  am  was  of  necessity  to  proceed;  and  as  the  other  allies 


tlierefore  clearly  against  the  clause — all  ejicert 
exctpting  regimental  oj/icera.  And  indeed  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  of  as  many  brigades  as  the  quota  of 
any  sutc  may  oonsist,  so  many  brigadiers  general 
should  that  state  nominate;  the  eldest  of  whom 
should  command  the  whole,  while  in  the  state, 
and  not  therein  actually  assisted  by  the  major  part 
of  anolber  quota,  commanded  by  a  superior  officer. 
Let  congress  appoint  a  generalissimo  and  major- 
generals — these  are  proper  to  command  two  or 
more  quotas  when  in  conjunction:  And  the  states 
being  divided  into  departments,  a  proper  number 
of  major-generals  may  command  in  them. 

In  a  confederacy  of  states,  for  the  purpose  of 
general  security  by  arms,  I  cannot  but  conceive, 
that  there  ought  of  prudence  and  necessity,  to  be 
a  clause,  at  least  obliging  the  parties  to  furnish 


failed  in  their  quotas,  so  England  was  obliged  to 
encrease  her  exertions;  and  to  such  a  degree  was 
the  one  and  theother,  that  at  length  England  almost 
entirely  supported  the  war,  while  the  emperor  had 
but  little  more  than  a  single  regiment  at  bis  own 
nxpense,  that  could  be  said  properly  to  act  against 
the  common  enemy.  Mankind  are  not  more  honest 
in  their  principles,  or  faithfUl  to  their  engagements 
than  they  then  were,  nor  will  they  be  so.  Honor, 
duty  and  our  most  essential  interests,  have  loudly 
and  in  vain  called  upon  the  •imericant,  to  complete 
their  quotas.  They  are  as  strongly  bound  by  the 
principles  upon  which  the  quota  clause  is  formed, 
as  they  can  possibly  be,  if  that  clause  without  aid, 
become  a  part  of  the  confederation.  Shall  we  shut 
our  eyes,  and  absolutely  trust  our  liberties  and 
safety  to  a  chuse,  that  as  it  stands,  we   eiperi- 


thcir  respective  quoUs,  beyond  the  possibility  of  j  mentally  know  will  fail  us  in  the  hour  of  necessity? 


t  neglect  or  evasion  with  impunity.    But,  I  see  no 
such  elause  in  the  confederation  before  us— the 
main  pillar  of  security  therefore  is  not  in  it.     It  is 
tree,  there  is  a  loni^:  clause  respecting  quotas:  Dut, 
it  it  only  directory.    And  how  many  such  laws  are 
there,  which  are  regarded  is  nugitory,  merely  for 
the  want  of  a  penal  clause?    Have  we  not  had  suf- 
iicieAt  esperience,  of  the  inefficacy  of  that  chuse 
Tdttisg  to  q«iotas?    Before  it  was  inserted  in  the 
l^n  of  confederation,  did  not  congress  act  upon 
the  fery  principles  contained  in  it?    The  present 
^uotn  of  the  respective  states,  were  arranged  up- 
naeomputation  of  their  respective  abilities.  The 
waberi  were  sufficient,  with  the  favor  of  Heaven, 
oay  abundantly  sufficient  almost  without  effusion 
ofUood,  to  captivate  all  the  Britiih  fbrces  in  ^ime- 
nea.  But,  when  they  ought  to  have  crushed  the 
vBgaiero«is  foe,  they  were  not  even  raised  in  the 
Mit  populous  states.    These  principles,  even  in 
labour  of  the  most  pressing  necessity,  have  been 
Mcleeted  with  impunity,   at  our  handt,  to   the 


While  I  retain  my  proper  senses,  1  cannot. 

Nor  are  th^se  my  only  objections  against  that 
clause  in  its  present  state:    There  is  a  degree  of 
injustice  in  its  tendency.    I  do  not  mean  that  it 
was  designed.    By  there  not  being  any  thing  com- 
pelling in  it,  it  has  a  tendency  to  expose  an  unequal 
proportion  of  the  strength  of  some  states,  to  the 
hazards  of  war  in  defence  of  the  confederation ^ 
And  the  first  principles  of  justice  direct,  that  tliia 
.''anger  should  be  p'^vided  against,  as  far  as  may 
be.    We  well  know,  that  man  is  so  selfish  and  un- 
generous a  being,  that  he  will,  when  he  can,  throw 
his  load  upon  the  shoulder  of  his  neigfibor.    Men 
form  states — tliese  act  upon  tlie  same  principle; 
and  accordingly  we  Bnd,  that  the  emperor  and 
Holland  unjustly  placed  a  load  upon  Knt^land,  that 
almost  crushed  her.    It  is  against  such  an  evasion 
of  duty,  and  such  a  forced  assumption  of  burd<*n, 
that  I  wish  to  provide — and  they  ought  to  be 
guarded  against  by  every  possible  means.     Let  it 
not  be  said,  the  confederated  treasury  is  to  pay 


ianiaeiK  hazard  of  the  liberties  of  Jmerica.    Are  the  whole  expense  incurred— that  is  not  the  point 

But  if  it  was,  U  there  the  len^t  security  liiat  there 


vc  aot  to  be  instructed,  even  by  a  bloody  experi  ' 


(•ee?   Shall  we  not  receive  light,  even  from  the 
coallagrations  spread  over  our  land?    Oii!  why  has 


thall  be  money  in  that  treasury^ ~.My  aim  is  to 
protect  the  states  from  a  more  fatal  injury — to 


•w  beneficent  Creator  endowed  us  with  recollec  i  preserve  them  from  the  necessity  of  sacrificing,  an 
tifla!— Mr.  Chairman,  pardon  mc;  I  am  hurt— .  unreasonable  proportionof  the  flower  of  their  peo- 
pierced  to  the  q-iick,  at  an  o-nission  of  the  most  pic.  An  ardour  for  the  public  weal,  may  involve 
^nature.  It  is  a  symptom  filling  mc  with  toriur-  generous  atales,  in  the  utmost  distress;  and  throw 
wg  apprehensions.  them  a  century  or  two  behind  those  ungeneron* 

Upon  siieh  principles  was  the  allied  army  to  be  ones  they  saved.  Xor  can  the  confederation  make 


fixv^d,  under  the  great  duke  of  Mnrlhvrm^h,  The 


them  amends  for  that  lo89,  '.vhich,  af  all  that  can 
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happen,  is  the  gp'eatest.  Faleriut  Ataxirmit  sa'k:, 
severity  is  the  sure  preserver  snd  avenger  of  It* 
berty. 

Sir,  vhen  I  consider,  the  extent  of  territory 
possessed  by  the  thirteen  states— the  value  of  that 
territory;  and  that  the  three  most  southern,  must 
daily  and  rapidly  encreaae  in  population,  riches 
and  importance.  AVhen  I  reflect,  that  from  the 
nature  of  the  climate,  soil  and  produce  of  the 
several  states,  a  northern  and  southern  interest  in 
many  particulars  niturally  and  unavoidably  arise; 
I  cannot  bat  be  displeased  with  the  prospect,  that 
the  most  important  transactions  in  congress,  may 
be  done  contrary  to  the  united  opposition  of  Fir- 
ginia,  the  two  CaroUnat  and  Georgia:  States 
possessing  more  than  one  half  of  the  whole  ter- 
ritory of  the  confederacy;  and  forming,  as  I  may 
say,  the  body  of  the  southern  interest.  If  things 
of  sucl.  transcendant  weight,  may  be  done  not- 
withstanding such  an  opposition;  the  honor,  interest 
and  sovereignty  of  the  south,  are  in  effect  delivered 
up  to  the  care  of  the  north.  I>o  we  intend  to  make 
such  a  surrender?  T  hope  not,  there  is  no  occasion 
for  it.  Nor  would  I  have  it  understood,  that  I  fear 
the  north  would  abuse  the  confidence  of  the  south: 
But  common  prudence,  sir,  admonishes  me,  that 
confidence  should  not  wantonly  be  placed  any 
where— it  is  but  the  other  day,  that  we  thought 
our  liberties  secure  in  the  care  of  Britain  I  am 
assisting  to  form  the  confederation  of  the  United 
S  tates:  It  is  my  duty  to  speak,  and  to  opeak  plainly: 
I  engage  in  this  great  work  with  a  determined 
purpose,  to  endeavor,  as  far  as  my  slender  abilities 
enable  me,  to  render  it  equal,  just  and  binding.  I 
presume,  that  all  my  coadjutors  in  the  several 
slates,  in  and  out  of  congress,  act  upon  this  senti- 
ment; nor  can  I  admit  a  contrary  idea.  When  all 
mean  fair,  equitable  terms  are  not  difficult  to  be 
adjusted:  I  therefore  hope,  I  shall  not  be  thought 
unreasonable,  because  I  object  to  the  nine  voices 
in  congress;  and  wish  that  eleven  may  be  substitut- 
ed, to  enable  that  body,  to  transact  their  most  im- 


is  olearly  defined  beyond  a  doubt.  N.>- 
of  entering  into  any  engagements,  whi 
as  equal  as  may  be,  between  the  sUta 
ments  of  a  compelling  nature,  and  the  i 
understood  according  to  the  letter  only, 
these  five  leading  principles,  a  confeden 
a  desirable  object  in  my  opinion. 

Thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  have  I  complia 
first  division  of  my  subject — tn  perfiitrm  \ 
is  a  much  more  arduous  task:  But  before 
I  must  crave  the  kind  indulgence  of  y< 
and  the  house:  I  fear  I  have  too  long  mti 
your  attention. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  difHdence,  sir, 
sume  to  throw  out  my  ideas  of  such  t 
my  opinion  are  desirable,  attainable  and 
form  a  beneficial  confederation.    In  doii 
flatter  myself,  it  will  not  be  understood, 
so  weak  as  to  think  them  unexceptionabi 
I  declare,  the  sketch  I  shall  draw,  will  n 
an  one,  as  I  would  prefer,  and  think  the 
feet.    From  the  complexion  of  the  prei 
and  the  labor  and  time  spent  upon  it,  I 
which  I  would  wish,  cannot  be  attaint 
hence,  I  mean  to  conform  my  ideas  to  tt 
laid  down  by  congress;  with  design  res 
and  zealously  to  endeavor  to  render  as  lit 
to  objection  as  I  can,  the  scheme  likelj 
efiect.    I  shall  therefore  sketch  the  plan 
federation  in  the  following  order.    The  ^ 
of  the  country  in  which  the  confederacy  i 
—a  confederated  union,  and  its  objects  d 
the  stile  of  the  confederacy— the  consti 
its  legislative  and  executive — the  powen 
described  and  limited,  and  their  respecti 
pointed  out— the  public  faith  plighted 
engagements  of  congress— the  engagemei 
several  states  to  each  other,  and  declaratio 
rights—a  declaration  of  tlie  capability  of  s 
into  the  confederacy— the  penalty  of  violi 
articles  of  confederation— tlie  obligatory  r 
the  confederation;  and  in  what  manner  c 


federation  shall  be  understood. 

AMERICA. 


portant  business.    The  states  general  of  ffollMnd,  . .      «   , 

^  .                             -,.    .                       ^  .            capsblc  of  alteration— -.he  rule  by  which 
must  be  unanimous:     Their  government  is  ac-  ^  ,       ^ 

counted  a  wise  one;  and  although  it  causes  their 
proceedings  to  be  slow,  yet,  it  secures  the  free- 
dom and  interest  of  its  respective  states.  Is  not 
this  our  great  aim?  . 

For  the  present,  I  here.  Sir,  limit  my  particular 
objection  to  the  plan  under  oonsideration:  I  have 
0ude  these  with  the  highest  reluctance.  In  a  word, 
I  cannot  admit  of  any  confederation,  that  gives  con- 
gress any  power,  that  can  with  propriety,  be  exer- 
cised by  the  several  states — or  any  power,  but  what 
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^  confederated  umo7i,  and  ilt  objectt  de 
Art,  1.  A  confederation  between  the  ir 
ent,  free  and  sovereign  states  of  Nrw  Ha 
Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Pn 
Plantations,  Connecticut,  New- York,  Nen 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginl 
Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  is 
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Hflfnlj  Bid*,  uniiing  tbem  together  undfr  om 
|CHnl  ■aperinUoding  goTemmwt,  for  tbe'ir  com- 
■H  defence  and  eecuriiy,  if»in«t  •«  desiBin  »nd 
lagat*  thEt  miy  bedetrioienWto  theii-  ioterMia; 
^  tffunil  ill  Ibiee  »nd  mttMki  offered  to  or  owde 
■pea  tbem  or  mj  of  UiCBi- 

Tht  itglc  »fO^  cmftderaqi  detlaral. 
Jrt.i.  The»irleofihe«!oiifeder«^*b»lll>e,the 
Coitcd  sum  of  America. 

TTl*  Ugiilatiot  md  ixtaUivt  tuulieuted. 
Jrt.  S-  ThelegidrtiTe  focthe  confederacy  tbsll 
be  in  >  congreti  compoatd  of  delegate,  fiom  e»cL 
«f  the  Uoited  SUtea— the  congreat  ehall  be  alyld. 
The  coof  rcM  of  Jmerica,  ard  one  of  ihe  delegates 
^,11,  by  the  other*,  be  elected  to  preside  in  it. 
The  delegalea  ahallbe  annually  nominated  by  their 
rapectwe  lejialalorei,  to  meet  in  the  conKteaa  of 
.lMn.-a,  on  »he  Bfteenth  day  of  Mareh  in  everj 
■jtu.  Each  aUte  aball  be  repteMnted  in  eongresa. 
by  MtlCM  (ban  three,  nor  more  than  atvtn  dele- 
ptCM  Mid  ah«ll  have  one  *ote  in  eonpesa,  where 
lU  <|ncMioii*  eball  he  determined  by  •  mijorlty 
«t  trtt^  except  luch  aa  ahaU  be  hereinafter 
watiMed.  Any  atate  neglecting  to  have  a  re- 
pnnUtion  in  oongreai,  aball  nevertheless  be 
iauA  by  the  eot  of  congreii,  ai  if  iu  repreaenti.. 
tiw  >a*  pretent  &ach  lUte  ihall  maintain  ita 
*n  ddegatc*.  No  del^ale  ehall  be  a  member 
•TtaifreH  fbr  more  than  three  year*,  in  any  term 
rftii  year*.  Nor  ihall  any  mcmbet  af  congrrai 
WeipAle  of  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
ttita  of  Amtric*,  (or  which  he,  or  any  oiher  for 
li>  bcneflt,  receivei  any  aaliry  or  ewoliiment  o' 
mj  luadi  for  hi*  acceptance  of  an^  Kuch  offici 
lUlficaie  bia  leat  in  eongrea*;  nor  ihill  he  bi 
Rckeicdai  a  member  white  he  bolda  BuchofGce 
ttttioa  of  deUte  and  apeech  »h«U  be  allowed 
h  taaptn,  nor  aliall  any  thing  done  in  con^re' 
be  iapcaehed  or  queiliooed  out  of  it.  Tlie  delr 
pta  ihall  be  protected  in  their  persons  frori 
•treilt  and  impriaonmentt,  eicept  for  treasot 
fdany  or  breach  of  the  peace.  Tbe  eieculive  fo 
tie  eonfederacy  aball  be  in  the  eongresi,  and  dui 
if  iti  rcceaa  in  a  committee  of  their  body,  whicli 
Aallhealyled,  The  committee  of  the  United  State* 
fiJhttricn.  This  committee  ahail  concist  of  one 
delate  from  each  sUte,  tlie  president  of  the  coii- 
pMbciiYaoe,  and  he  shall  prealde  in  i'— sll  quei 
tiM  therein  shall  be  determined  by  a  v.i]ori\y  of 
mc*,a«d  tbeir  acta  sbill  be  binding  upon  ilie  L'nit 
edltetea,  BCtwithatwiding  the  ablence  o!  uny  men. 
toot  it. 
U. 


Th.  p»vm  ^  tit  ttrgmu  md  tht  cmm 
Iftited  Slatf  -f  .i(n(eWet  drtenbrd  a 
a»J  their  retpettive  duUet  ptinled  tut. 


JCI.  4    Tbf  rongrehj 


me  of  iheir  number  ttf  preiide  i'l  it— to  make 
rulra  fer  regulating  their  proceeding*— to  declare 
wliat  thill  he  dremed  ireieon  tgMWt  the  United 
States  of  America,  anii  hi  what  manner  luch  tree- 
Ban  ihall  he  punished— the  eongrea*  iball  have  the 
aole  power  of  declaring  war  and  peace— lending 
ibauadon  to,  and  receiving  them  from,  foreign 
princei  tnd  tUtee— entering  into  and  conclTiding 
treaties  and  alliances  with  foreign  powert— Mcer. 
tiiring  the  mUitary  land  quota  of  each  lUte,  in 
proportion  to  tbe  number  of  white  inhabiunta 
therein  reapeeUvely— building,  purcliasing  and 
tquipliing  1  nsval  force,  in  the  seryiee  of  the  Unit- 
ed  3Utei  of  America— rating  and  causing  taiea  to 
be  leried,  Uiroughoul  tbe  United  Slaiti,  for  the 
lervloe  of  (he  confaderacy— appoint ing  a  gene- 
_-ili«aiino  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  land 
forcei.  major  gcnerali,  principal  ataff  ojBceri,  and 
ji  wir-oAce.  styled  The  wir-oRce  of  America- 
nominating  an  idmirslissimo  and  commander  in 
chief  of  tbe  naval  ftn-cet,  all  subordinate  officers  in 
the  naval  fbrx:e  in  the  serrice  of  the  United  butea, 
and  ta  admiraltyoffice,  styled  Tbe  admirilty 
office  of  America— eaublialiifig  a  treaiury  office, 
•tyled  The  treasury  office  of  America— Supplying 
and  fiUii^  up  til  vacancies  in  the  s>id  miliU'y  and 
nival  establiilimentsi  and  in  tbe  said  war,  admii'.tlty 
md  treasury  officei— making  rules  for  the  govcra> 
menl  of  the  said  military  q<iataa,  naval  force,  war, 
admiralty  and  treasury  ofHces— directing,  order- 
ing and  commanding  tbe  said  military  qiiotia,  naval 
force,  generalisiimo,  major  generali,  principal  suff 
I  llicers,  sdminlissimo,  lubordinste  ufflcers,  war, 
n.<vil  and  treasury  offices,  in  all  their  operations 
*i;d  prxiceedings— emitting  and  borrowing  money 
upon  tbe  credit  of  the  United  Sia'tei,  from  time  to 
lime,  not  exceeding  the  sum  a*cert«ned  si  nece*. 
9>ry  lobe  raised  for  the  service  of  the  eonfederaeyt 
transmitting  to  tbe  leverkl  sUtes,  half  yearly,  an 
account  of  the  sums  of  money  so  emitted  and 
borrowed— applying  the  laid  sums  of  money  ascer- 
led  to  he  raised,  and  allowed  to  be  emitted  und 
borrowed,  for  defraying  the  pubUo  e«pense-col.- 
lecting  military  atorei  and  proviiions,  and  issii:ag 
Ihem  for  the  service  of  the  United  States— gr»nt. 
ing  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal— declaring  what 
captures  on  land  and  m  water  shall  he  Icgalj  and 
in  what  manner  such  captures,  by  the  land  and 
natal  forces  in  the  lervice  of  the  United  Si  tM, 
«hsU   be   divided   and    appropriated— appointing 
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couru  in  ihe  teveral  Unilcd  Sutes  for  trial  of 
piracies  conimitted  od  the  bigh  seas,  and  for  decid- 


beginning,  until  the  number  fthall  be  redueed  to 
thirteen;  and  from  thatmimbernot  leM thaa  scfen, 
ing  finally  appeals  in  all  casca  of  Capture,  arising  j  nor  more  thao  nine,  as  cdtagrest  shall  direct,  sball, 
in  tucli  states  respectirely — appointing  all  such  in  presence  of  the  congress,  and  the  taid  Imwfbl 
civil  officers  as  may  be  necessary  for  transacting  agents,  be  drawn  out  by  lot,  by  the  Mcretary  ef 
and  managing  the  general  aflairs  of  tbe  United  !the  congress,  and  the  persons  whose  naoiei  ahelt 
Slates;  ascertaining  their  duties,  and,  except ;  be  so  drawn,  or  any  five  of  then,  shall  be  judges 
judicial  officers,  directing  tbeir  proceedings — |to  hear  and  finally  determine  the  oontroreray  m 
regulating  tbe  alloy  and  value  of  coin  atruck  by ;  the  manner,  and  the  proceedings  thereupon  ehnll 
their  auibority-^estublishing  and  regulating  post ,  be  the  same  as  specified  relative  to  the  court 
officea  throughout  tbe  United  States;  exacting  i chosen  by  the  said  lawful  agents:  And  if  either 
such  postage  as  may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  (party  shall  neglect  to  attend  at  tbe  day  appooited* 
expense  of  the  said  offices,  or  any  part  thereof— 'or  being  present,  shall  refuse  to  strike,  the  oen- 
regulating  the  affairs  and  trade  of  the  /n<liaitt,  not  gress  shall  proceed  to  nominate  three  penou  of 
members  of  aiiy  state — being  the  dernier  resort,  on  j  the  representation  of  each  of  the  United  8tfttct»  i« 
appeal  in  all  cases  of  dispute,  between  any  two  or!  manner  already  specified  and  provided,  and  tbe 
more  of  the  United  SUtes,  and  this  power  shall  |  secretary  of  the  congress  shall  strike  in  bdialf  of 


be  exercised  in  the  following  manner,  that  is  to  I  such  party  absent  or  refusiofp— the 


shaUbe 


say— whenever  the  legislative  or  executive  au-,  drawn — their  powers  and  duties  shall  be  the  same, 
thority,  or  lawful  agent,  thereunto  legally  required,:  as  shall  be  the  proceedings  of  conffrets,  ae  are 
of  any  state  in  controversy  with  another  or  others,  specified  relative  to  the  court  fV/rmed  by  the  joint 
shall  present  a  petition  to  the  congress,  stating  the !  choice  of  the  lawful  agenta.  And  in  any  court  to 
matter  in  question,  and  praying  for  a  hearing,  provisional  bydirected  to  be  constituted,  if  either  of 
notice  thereof  shall,  within  ten  days,  be  given,  by  |  the  parties  shall  refuse  to  submit  to  the  authority 
order  of  congress,  to  the  legislative  or  executive '  of  the  court,  or  shall  not  appear  therein  to  support 


dsys  thereafter,  seven  judges  to  constitute  a  court 
tor  hearing  and  finally  determining  the  matter  in 
question,  according  to  the  law  of  natioos:  who 
fcball  sit,  if  it  be  necessary,  from  dsy  to  dsy,  not 
txceeding  ten  days,  SumUy  excepted,  and  give 
their  final  decree  by  a  majority  of  voices,  with  the 
^reasons  at  large  upon  which  they  found  it;  which 
c}ecrce  and  reasons  shall  be  by  them  returned  to 
the  congress,  and  by  them  be  deposited  among 
tUe'ir  acts,  for  the  security  of  the  pariies  concerned; 
tiie  congress  causing  tbe  decree  to  be  p«remptorily 
executed  without  loss  of  time.    But,  if  the  s^id 
lawful  agents  shall  not,  within  tbe  s«id  ten  days, 
a'^'rec  in  a  nomination  of  the  seven  judges,  con- 
gress shsll,  within  three  days,  name  three  deleg^es 
of  the  representation  of  each  of  the  Uniied  States, 
(provided  the  president  of  the  congress  sliidl  not 
be  one,  and  tliat  if  such  a  nomination  of  three  dele- 
^;aves   cannot  otherwise   be  made,  that  congress 
fthall  have  power,  of  their  body,  to  elect  a  person 
to  repreaent  the  state  in  his  room)  and  from  the 
iist  of  such  persons,  each  party  in  conirover6> 


authority  ,of  the  other  sUte  or  states  in  controversy,  or  defend  their  cause,  the  court  shall,  notwith- 
assigning  a  day,  not  sooner  than  six  months,  nor !  standing,  procaed  to  hear  and  to  pronounce  Ha 
later  than  nine  months,  to  the  parties  to  appear  decree,  which  shall  be  attended  with  the  aame 
before  them,  •by  their  lawful  agents:  who  shall' effects,  as  are  above  specified,  relative  to  the  eourt 
in  tlieir  presence,  on  tbe  duy  assigned,  be  by  them  chosen  by  joint  consent.  Every  judge,  before  he 
directed  to  appoint,  by  joint  consent,  within  ten  sits  in  judgment  in  any  such  case,  shall  take  Uk 

oath,  to  be  administered  by  any  one  of  the  judgee 
of  the  supreme  or  superior  court  of  the  state,  in 
which  the  cause  shall  be  tried,  *'well  and  truly  to 
hear  and  determine  the  present  matter  in  queatioa 
between  and  according  to 

the  best  of  Lis  judgment,  without  fiivor,.  affection, 
fee  or  hope  of  reward:"  the  blanks  being  supplied 
with  the  description  of  the  parties.  And  all  con* 
troversies  concerning  the  private  right  of  soO, 
claimed  under  the  different  grants,  of  two  or  more 
of  the  United  States,  whose  jurisdictions,  as  they 
may  respect  auch  soil,  and  the  states  which  passed 
such  grants,  the  grants  or  either  of  them  beings  at 
the  same  time  claimed  to  have  originated  antecedent 
to  such  settlement  of  jurisdiction,  shall  be  proceed* 
ed  in,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  agreeable  to  the  trial 
specified  to  be  had  in  controversies  between  any 
two  or  more  of  the  United  States.  The  congrcaa 
shall  further  have  the  power  of  adjourning  to  any 
lime,  not  exceeding  six  months,  ami  to  any  place 
within  the  United  States  of  America— appointing 
tbe  committee  of  the  United  States  of  America— 


aliall  alternately  strike  out  one,  the  petitioners;  vesting  them  with  such  of  their  powers  according 
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U  their  Mithority  «nd  discretion;  es«inimn|^  into 
tbeir  jourrndt  and  proceedings.  But  thecongfress 
ihiU  not  decUre  what  shall  be  treason  against  the 
United  States,  nor  the  punbhment  of  it,  but  by 
tVerotee  of  each  of  the  United  States  in  confpress 
— aor  shall  the  congress  eng^e  in  war- -nor  enter 
intsor  conclude  any  treaty  or  alliance— nor  ascer- 
tain the  military  land  quota  of  the  states— nor 
biild,  porebase  or  equip  a  naval  force— nor  rate 
orctate  a  general  tax  to  be  levied— nor  appoint 
•fCfieralissiiDO— nor  nominate  an  admiralissimo— 
nor  enit  or  borrow  money— nor  grant  letters  of 
miRloe  and  reprisal  In  time  of  peace,  except  by 
tbe  consent  of  eleven  votes  in  the  congress— nor 
ihiU  the  congress  vest  any  of  these  powers  in  the 
eoflHDittce  of  the  United  States— nor  shall  any  per- 
Mi  officiate  as  president  of  the  congress,  longer 
thto  one  year  io  any  term  of  three  years— nor  shall 
tbeeoQgreas  exercise  any  power,  but  what  is  here- 
bf  opressly  delegated  to  them.  The  congress, 
as4  the  committee  of  the  United  States,  shall 
reipectively  publish  the  journal  of  their  proceed- 
np  nonthly,  except  such  parts  thereof  relating 
to  treaties,  alliances  and  military  operations,  as 
thejr  respectively  shall  think  require  secrecyi  and 
t^yeuand  nays  of  the  several  delegates  in  thecon- 
frcit,  and  in  the  committee  of  the  United  States, 
thill  he  entered  on  their  respective  journals,  when 
Mred  by  any  delegate  present,  who,  at  his  re- 
qaeit,  shall  be  furnished  with  a  transcript  of  the 
tiid  JoomaU  respectively,  except  such  psrts  as 
are  above  excepted,  to  lay  before  the  legislature 
of  the  several  states.  The  committee  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  shall  at  all  times  lay  their  journals  and 
pneccdings  before  the  congress,  when  by  them 
nqaired.  And  with  the  powers  herein  delegated 
to  the  congress,  and  that  may  by  tliem  be  delegated 
to  the  committee  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
Uuyaod  each  of  them  shall  endeavor,  that  the  con* 
fisderiey  receive  no  detriment. 
fht  fmUiefidih  pUiffed  fir  pa9i  engagemtnU  9/ c§n' 

grett. 
Jkt  5.  All  bills  of  credit  emitted,  monies  bor- 
rwed,  and  debts  contracted  by  the  congress  of 
the  Vaited  States,  or  imder  their  authority,  before 
tUieoafederation,  ahallbe  deemed  and  considered 
ti  a  charge  against  the  United  States  of  America; 
be  fall  payment  and  aatisfaction  whereof,  the  said 
l^oitcd  Sutes  and  the  public  faith  are  hereby 
*olcBaly  pledged. 

^  <«f  oyewCTle  of  the  aeveral  ttaiea  to  each  other, 
and  declaration  of  their  right i. 
•^.  6.  lliere  shall  be  a  mutual  friendship  and 
wterMone  among  the  people  of  the  several  states 


in  thia  union— the  free  white  inhabitants  of  each 
of  these  statea,  (thoae  who  refuse  to  take  up  arms 
in  defence  of  the  confederacy,  paupers,  vagabonda 
and  fugitivea  from  justice  excepted)  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  privilegea  and  immunities  of  free 
ciiizens  in  the  several  statea,  according  to  the 
laws  of  such  state  respectively,  for  the  govern, 
ment  of  their  own  free  white  inhabitants— having 
unin tempted  ingpreas  and  regress,  togetlier  with 
their  property,  to  and  from  any  other  of  the  United 
States;  subject  nevertheless  to  the  duties,  imposi- 
tions and  restrictions,  aa  tbe  iohabitanta  thereof 
respectively;  provided,  that  such  restrictions  shall 
not  extend  to  defeat  the  articles  of  this  confedera- 
tion, or  any  part  thereof:  Provided  also,  that  no 
doty,  imposition  or  restriction  shall  be  laid  by  any 
state,  on  the  property  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  government,  in  either  of  them,  except  in  cases 
of  embargo. 

If  any  person  charged  with,  or  guilty  of  treason, 
felony  or  other  high  misdemeanor  in  any  of  the 
respective  states,  shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be 
found  in  any  of  tbe  states,  upon  the  demand  of  the 
executive  power  in  the  state  from  which  he  fled, 
he  ahall  be  delivered  up,  and  removed  to  the  atate 
having  jnriadiction  of  the  offence,  that  state  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  the  removal.  And  full 
faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  throughout  the 
United  States  to  the  acts,  records  and  judicial  pro- 
ceedings of  the  courts  and  magiatratea  in  each; 

No  state  shall  lay  or  allow  to  continue  any 
prohibition,  impost  or  duty,  which  may  interfere 
with  any  treaty,  which  ahall  be  made  by  the  con- 
gress  with  any  foreign  power— no  state  shall 
engage  in  any  war,  without  the  consent  of  the  con- 
gress, unless  such  state  be  actually  invaded  by  an 
enemy;  or  shall  have  received  certain  intelligence 
ff  such  hostile  design,  formed  by  some  nation  of 
fndiano,  snd  the  danger  is  so  Imminent  as  not  to 
admit  of  a  delay— no  atate  shall  grant  letters  of 
marque  and  reprbal,  but  afier  a  declaration  of  war 
by  the  congreas;  and  then  only  sgainst  the*  power 
•gainst  whom  the  war  haa  been  to  declared,  except 
such  state  be  infested  by  piracies,  in  which  case 
vessels  of  war  may  be  fitted  out  by  that  state  for 
the  occasion  only^no  state  shall  enter  into  any 
conference,  sgreement,  treaty  or  alliance  with  any 
king,  prince  or  foreign  states — nor  shall  any  person^ 
holding  any  office  under  the  United  States,  or  un« 
der  any  of  them,  accept  of  any  present,  emolument,, 
office  or  title,  from  any  king  or  foreign  state,  with- 
out being  thereby  absolutely  rendered  forever 
incapable  of  any  public  trust,  under  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them— nor  shall  any  of  these  states 
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grm»l  iu)y  t-tle  of  nobilit>:  fiu'*.  precedence  ai  d 
rtnk  shall  be  thus  ettablUhed:  The  president  of 
^he  congress  uf  Americs— the  supreme  cml  officer 
of  a  state  while  in  it«*the  geseralissimo  and 
admiraliBsimo,  and  they  according  to  seniority— 
the  regular  forces  by  land  snd  sea,  in  the  serrice 
of  the  United  States— the  regular  forces  by  land 
snd  sea»  in  the  service  of  a  particular  state,  ranking 
with  such  forces  in  the  service  of  any  other  state 
—the  militia  of  a  state,  ranking  with  the  militia  of 
any  other— ofRcers  of  eqnal  degree,  shall  command 
according  to  xhe  rank  hereby  laid  down  for  their 
respective  corps;  and  officers  of  the  same  corps, 
being  of  equal  degree,  shall  command  by  seniority 
of  commission. 

The  military  land  quots  of  each  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
white  inhabitants  in  each— the  legislature  in  the 
several  states  shall,  from  time  to  time,  cause  all 
the  white  inhabitants  therein,  to  be  numbered  as 
nearly  as  may  be— the  persons  sppointed  to  num- 
ber t^em,  shall  be  sworn  to  mske  the  most  diligent 
and  acc«irate  enquiry  that  they  can,  and  to  return 
to  t'le  executive  power  in  the  state,  the  true  num- 
ber they  shall  so  find — they  shall  be  paid  for  their 
trouble,  and  puni^heJ  for  their  neglect,  if  any 
there  shall  be— the  executive  authority  in  each 
state,  having  received  such  a  return,  shall  without 
loss  of  time  send  it,  or  an  exact  copy  of  it.  to  the 
eong^ress— such  a  reium  to  the  congrets  shall  be 
made  before  the  first  d«y  of  January  next,  and  in 
every  seventh  year  thereafter— the  several  stales 
shall.  In  due  time,  embody  the  several  military 
quotas  required  by  the  congress,  and  shall  raise, 
elo^he,  arm  nnd  msiintain  them,  at  the  g^eral  ex- 
pense, rated  by  the  co;  gress  • -the  several  states 
shall  appoint  all  the  regimental  and  deputy  stxjf 
officers  incidental  to  their  quotas;  and  into  as  many 
briiT'des  as  the  coogress  she'll  brigade  their  respec- 
tive  quotas,  so  many  brigadier-generals,  shall  suci.. 
respective  state  nominate,  the  whole  to  be  com- 
missioned by  the  congress— all  vacancies  in  a  quota 
shall  be  supplied  by  its  state — the  execniive  power 
in  each  state,  except  that  in  which  the  congress  be 
sitting,  shall,  under  the  authority  and  controul  ot 
the  congreas,  direct  the  land  forces,  ships  and  ves- 
sels of  war,  and  all  officers  incidental  thereto.  In 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  within  such  state 
—the  proportionate  pecuniary  quotas  of  the  several 
states  shall  be  regulated  in  proportion  to  the  num- 

ber  of  inhabitants  in  each  state  respectively 

whenever  such  pecuniary  quotas  for  the  service  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  required  by  congress, 
they  shall  state  the  capitation  rate— etch  state 


•hall  then  appoint  persons  to  number  its  whole 
inhabitants,  according  to  the  mode  stated  to 
tain  the  nnmber  of  white  InbabitaBts  in  eadi 
such  persons  being  also  caused  to  speeiQr  the  um- 
ber of  white,  mustizo,  mulatto  andnegroiababltaDte 
respectively— such  a  numeration  being  duly ! 
ed,  the  legislature  in  each  state  shall  levy  the 
of  money  to  arise  therefrom,  in  such  node  as  they 
shall  deem  expedient;  and  a  true  copy  of  the 
return  shall,  without  loss  of  time,  be  sent  to 
gress— the  several  states  shall  duly  pay  tlMir 
pecuniary  quotas  into  the  treasury  office  of 
rica,  by  the  time  mentioned  by  theconj 
payment,  unless  to  the  contrary  directed  for  thje 
good  of  the  public  service}  m  which  case,  suoh  state 
so  directed  shall,  within  twelve  months^  dnly  ee^ 
count  with  the  said  treasury-office  ftrr  1h rpmrnisfy 
quots,  or  psrt  thereof  so  directed  to  be  retafamd 
— each  state  shall,  within  five  years,  establish  m 
foundation  for  a  naval  seminary,  making  soitaUe 
provision  for  the  constant  maintensnoe,  educetien 
and  fitting  for  ses,  B^e  youths  for  every  thousand 
white  inhabitants  within  such  state:    Every  such 
youth  shall  be  admitted  upon  such  estabHshnseat^ 
at  ten  years  of  age:  At  the  sge  of  fourteen,  he  shall 
be  bound  an  apprentice  in  the  sea  service  for  eercn 
years,  completely  fomished  with  necessary  dothee 
and  bedding:  At  the  expiration  of  that  term,  he 
shall  be  liable  for  a  term  of  seven  years,  in  time  of 
war,  to  do  doty,  or  to  find  a  sesman  to  do  duty  in 
bis  room,  on  board  the  naval  force  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Sute»,  or  in  that  of  the  staU  kk 
which  he  was  so  educated:    And  he  or  his  snb- 
stitute,  as  the  case  may  be,  ahall  for  such  service 
be  free  from  every  tax;  and  losing  the  use  of  a  limb 
in  the  public  service,  shall  be  maintained  ever  after 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  or  of  that 
state  in  whose  particular  service  he  was  so  maimed. 
Each  state  shall  make  suitable  lawa  for  rendering 
this  naval  establishment  a  public  benefit— «11  ge> 
neral  officers,  flag  officers  and  commodores,  shall 
be  created  by  election  only,  nor  shall  the  princi- 
ple of  seniority  give  any  title  to  such  promotion- 
no  state  shall  exercise  any  power  hereby  delegated 
lo  the  congress:    But  it  is  declared,  the  several 
states  do  possess  snd  enjoy  all  those  natural  ri^ts 
and  powers  of  sovereignty,  not  by  this  act  delegate 
ed:  And  il  is  also  declared,  that  whenever  the  con> 
gress  shall  cease  to  observe  these  articles  of  con- 
federation, the  several  sUtes  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
declare  themselves  absolved  from  sll  obedience  to 
that  government.* 


•ny      ^        .      ^ , 

ri«C7,  it  must  he  d<>cide<l  by  tlie  voice  of  tiMt  •ockty  ittrit;  there  it 
oat  apoA  Mith  any  otl^  Cfibansl  ta  leiort  10.-1  iHa€/atMM,9lU 
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_i4«bdn>atfni  «/(A«  M^aUbfy  »f  aOmUtion  into 

cmftdtraeg, 

Jht.  f.  Cunda,  ucedinK  ta  ^ii  eonfedentii 

^^td  joining  in  ibe  meararM  of  the  Unittd  3l«t«R, 

^liill  be  idmitMd  Into,  ud  entitled  to  ill  the  »d 

^wifgf  of  thit  union;  and  ihUI  be  equally,  with 

«Mqr  other  of  the  Onttcd  9t*tei,  ■olnnnly  bound  to 

.^ibrict  obwrrtnce  of  tad  obedience  to  theae  irti 

^Blcit  •■■hall  be  abo,  any  other  colony  which  ihsll 

'Se  admitted  into  tbii  oonfederaey.    The  eleven 

~vetei  in  congreti  iball  be  Inereaicd  in  proportion 

m*  the  cenrederaey  la  extended:  Bat,  except  Ca- 

naih.  DO  other  colony  ahall  be  adtnilted  into  the 

«Mfeder«cy  without  the  aaaat  of  eleven  or  more 

^Dtea,  ■■  the  eaie  nay  require,  by  the  confederation 

'fcoif  extended. 

n>  ftnaHs  t/nstatinf  de  anielM  »/  cunfederalim 
Jht,  9.  ForthebetteraMunnceofthebenefiiaex- 
feeted  from  thU  eonfbderation,  TOluntirity  entered 
into  by  the  aereral  atateai  to  K*>*'(l'>  '*  '■''  '*  ">' 
be;  ^aiaat  the  DCflig«nce  and  wekkness  of  mei 
■idtoilinaUle  the  leveral  atatea  toa<:Iue,regiili 
^A  ponctiul  abedieDce  to  thia  eoofederilion,  an 
psflmBaiMe  of  their  lereral   duties  herein    ei 
pR«ed  it  ia  declared,  tbit  if  any  aiate  abtll  fail 
neaaainir  <ti  nilitiry  quota  to  be  duly  embodied; 
■rUltaeBethiip  it*  pecuniary  quota  or  proportion 
af  (he  general  tax  throughout  the  United  State) 
to  be  dflly  leried  and  paid,  in  rither  of  such  cases 
tbe  atatc,  ao  maUng  default,  aball,  within  twelvi 
■ootba  thcNafter,  pay  into  the  treaaury  office  of 
AMcriea,  for  the  uae  of  the  United  States,  in  t 
Ent  eaae.  double  the  aim  of  money  necessary 
its  military  quota,  at  tte  time  it  should  have  been 
CBbodicdi  ia  the  teeond  caae,  double  the  lum  of 
■Micy  ita  peconiaiy  quota  or  proportion  of  the  gt- 
Mral  tax  would  haTe  amounted  to,  if  due  pay meni 
had  been  made,  and  which  shall  be  leslimated  froTn 
itaUat  return  of  inhabitant*:  And  in  default  of  thf 
dae  payment  of  either  of  ■uehpanatliea,  or  in  caic 
*^  of  the  United  State*  shall  in  any  other  retpsci 
folate  any  of  the  artieln  of  this  confederation,  the 
Wegrcaiaball,  within  one  year  therearier,  declar 
ludt  state  under  the  ban  of  the  confederac) ,  and 
hytbentfloitrigorofsraia  shall  fortbwiili  proceed 
Igiinat  auch  state,  until  it  ahall  have  paid  il 
obedience,  upon  which  the  ban  ahall  be  taken 
*Ad  the  state  shall  be  restored  to  the  beneiits  of 
this  eonlMeraey.' 

•f  dtcUtratitnt  tj  the  cbUgaltry  nalvre  o/  l!ie  con 
fidtratim,ondin  whalmamurith  capable  e/ am 
attrralim. 

At.  9-  The  article*  of  this  confederation  ahall 
It  ittletif  bhiding  upon,  vid  iavioUbly  obicrrcd 


by  the  parljea  interested  therein:  Nor  rball  any 
alteration  be  made  in  them,  or  any  of  them,  unlcaa 
icb  alteration  ahall  be  agreed  to  in  the  coDgreaa, 
and  allowed  by  the  legialatnre  of  every  state  in 
the  eonftderaey. 

Tie  nikt  tf  wJUcA  lAe  emfidtration  thall  ie  iinib)s> 

tmd. 

Art,  10,  To  avoid,  as  far  as  may  be.  the  dsngera 

that  may  arise  from  an  erroneous  construct  ton  of 

article*  of  thia  oonfedention,  and  to  prevent  a 

contrariety  of  oirfnion  upon  them,  they  shall  be  nn- 

dcratood  according  to  the  expreiaion  and  not  other- 

viae.  And  an  acta  of  the  oongreaa  knd  of  the  coni< 

of  the  United  Statea,  ahaU  be  talcen  only  b 


the  aama  maoMr. 

In  aolemn  conBrmation  and  teaiiraony  whereof,- 
we,  tbedelegatea  t/r  the  statn  of  Nf-^'  llampsniret 
MaiaachuKetta-Iliy,  B'.o'le  Tilsni'  and  Prtridence 
Planuttona,  Connecticii;,  Nru.Ynrk.  Nrw  Jersey, 
Penasylraoia,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia.  North 
Carolina,  South  Cuvlina  and  Grorj^ia,  in  congreaa 
of  the  United  Stat**,  being  dn<v  authoriied  tliere- 
uBto  by  acta  of  the  legislature  of  our  reapeetitc 
alatei,  for  them  and  on  their  hehslf,  do  hereunto 
■ign  our  names  and  affix  our  aeala  a*.  Lrraa. 
Done  at  in  the  slate  of 

thia  day  of  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord  and  in  the  year 

of  the  aoTereignty  of  America. 
Toumnat  have  observed,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  my 
idea*  have  been  collected  but  to  one  point — an 
eodeavor  to  render  the  plan  before  us  aa  little 
liable  to  objection  aa  I  can — I  have  not  presumed 
to  touch  its  general  scheme.  ■  I  wiih  to  hsve  ihe 
opening  of  a  congress  altered  from  November  to 
l-'ehniary,  March  or  April,  for  the  ressona  1  have 
aisigned:  lhavecho«enMareh,a month particulsriy 
diatlnguiahing  the  laudable  exrniona  of  this  slatei 
a  month,  remarkable  for  great  events  respecting 
the  liberties  of  America)  a  month,  including  the 
date  of  the  declension  of  Grtat  BHlain;  a  month, 
ibat  ever  will  be  fimou*  for  the  patriotic  exeeo- 
I  ion  of  a  Aaman  lyrant^iut  I  am  not  obstinate  in 
ibi*  choice.  1  *hoiild  laost  readily  admit  the 
I'umoua  19th  of  April— the  commencement  of  the 
civil  war:  Or  the  4th  of  July,  the  illustrioa* 
rpocba  of  the  sovereignty  of  America!  A  day  that 
ought  to  be  held  in  everlaaling  remembrance — a 
day  that  naturally  points  out  the  time  for  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  congreaa  of  America,  to 
watch  for  Ihe  permanency  of  its  independence. 

I  have  increased  the  least  rcpresenlation  in  co«i- 
grc**,  io  order  to  procure  a  nore  numerous  re- 


no 
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pretenUtion  of  the  sUtet,  and  to  give  eificJicy  to 
the  node  of  trial  of  ditputet  between  the  tUtei: 
far  a  numerous  representation  la  a  guard  against 
corruption;  and  nothing  should  be  left  at  hasard 
that  c«n  be  avoided^it  seems  requisite  to  declare, 
tliat  a  state  shall  be  bound  by  the  act  of  the  con 
gress,  or  the  committee  of  the  United  Statea, 
althotigh  its  representation  ahall  not  be  present; 
for  this  will  have  a  tendency  to  urge  the  states  to 
presenre  their  representation.  I  think  it  is  utterly 
impolitic  to  exclude  a  member  of  congress  from 
being  nominated  to  an  office,  under  the  United 
States;  for  many  a  man,  may  be  capable  of  perlbra- 
ing  much  more  important  aervice  in  such  a  station 
than  in  congress:  But  I  have  already  given  my 
opinion  fully  on  that  subject.    It  seems  necessary 


necessary,  and  perfectly  equitable:  Can  it  poaciblf 
be  thought  reasonable,  that  the  aouthecn  interest 
should  be  judged  of  and  determined  upon,  without 
the  consent  of,  at  least,  half  the  sUtes  principnllf 
forming  that  interest?— It  appears  eridcatUuit  thm 
free  •wfdu  inhabitanta  only  of  each  of  the  sta^ea, . 
should  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  and  iaim«mtt« 
of  free  citiiena  in  the  others;  and  that  aeoordiog 
to  the  law  respecting  free  white  inhabitants  in  tiidi 
states  rcspectively--the  commercial  ncgodaticMM 
of  congress,  must  ever  be  dilatory  in  their  progresa, 
and  their  views  often  unattainable,  while  expoaed 
to  a  power,  in  any  of  tbe  United  States,  to  1^ 
dutiea  and  impositions  contrary  to  the  spirit  of. 
negociations  manifestly  to  the  general  advantage: , 
Such  a  power  therefore  ahould  not  ejuat«-Tb« 


to  the  despatch  of  business,  that  the  preaident  of  greatest  obstaclea  should  be  laid  in  the  way  of 
congress  should  also  be  the  president  of  the  com-  public  officers  receiving  any  douceur  from  a  foreign 
mittee  of  the  United  States:  For  this  body  is  to  prince— It  seems  absolutely  necessary,  that  prece- 
proceed  in  the  business  begun  by  the  other— con-  dence  and  rank  should  be  established;  for  withoat 


gress  ought  to  have  the  power  of.declaring  treason: 
For  the  power  is  s  great  means  of  gutrding  against 
internal  machinations;  and  it  naturally  appertains 
to  such  a  body — An  admiralissimo  is  necessary:  for 
the  n«vy  should  be  of  right  put  upon  an  equal 
footing  with  the  army,  in  point  of  rank:  America 
must  be  a  great  naval  power;  and  every  encourag- 
ment  should  be  given  that  she  should  be  soon  so — 
I  have  mentioned  a  war  and  admiralty-office:  For 
auch  establishments  do  not  seem  to  be  regulsrly 
compreliended  in  the  clause,  "other  committees 
and  civil  officers;"  the  copulative  creating  an  idea 
of  civil  cnoimtttees — The  restriction  upon  the  con- 
gress  noralnntion  to  military  officea,  is  grounded 
upon  the  reasons  I  htve  assigned  upon  that  head — 
It  does  not  seem  any  way  expedient  that  congress 
should  have  a  power  of  emitting  or  borrowing  more 
money  than  the  sum  they  rate  aa  neceaaary  to  be 
raisi  d:  And,  therefore,  they  ought  to  be  limited  in 
that  point^courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies,  and 
receiving  appeals  in  cases  of  capture,  should  be 
erected  in  each  ttate:  Because  people  should  not 
be  obliged  to  seek  justice  at  a  distance,  when  the> 
can  wiib  propriety  be  allowed  U  procure  it  at  home: 
This  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  natural  right, 
aanctioned  by  common  law  and  usage— The  law  by 
which  the  right  between  atates  in  controversy  is 
to  be  determined,  ought  to  be  specified;  and  the 
rule  of  right  not  left  to  the  caprice  of  judgea — we 
canno:  but.  remember  the  high  authority  which 
says,  **mMi4era  aerviiut  ««/,  ubijua  ett,  vagum  aut 
incognitum  **•    The  eleven  votes  seem  absolutely 

*\Vo('ul  IS  thai  liubj^r.tlon  where  the  law  is  un- 
certain or  uuknown.— 4  Ju9t.  346. 


it  jealousies  and  confusions  may  ariae — ^Thc  namera* 
tion  of  the  white  inhabitants  ought  to  be  frequently 
made^  and  with  the  utmoat  accuracy:  This  bcinip 
the  best  means  of  enabling  the  congresa  to  wield 
the  strength  of  America  with  equal  justice  to  the 
several  atates,  and  with  vigor  in  defence  of  the 
confederacy.  And  the  mode  in  which  this  numeim* 
tioh  ahall  be  made,  and  the  general  tax  shall  be 
raised,  ought  to  be  specified:  These  things  ere 
capable  of  being  regulated  in  an  easy,  plain,  equit* 
able  and  punctual  manner— The  unanimous  vote  it 
highly  expedient  in  the  case  of  treason:  For  this 
ia  a  matter  of  the  most  serious  importance— The 
eleven  voices  ahould  be  increased  aa  the  con* 
federacy  is  enlarged:  For  neither  the  northern  nor 
southern  interest  should  be  effected,  but  by  the 
consent  of  at  least  half  the  atates  in  such  interests 
respectively — The  penal  article  justifies  itself —as 
doea  that  upon  the  construction  of  the  confederft> 
tion,  and  of  the  acts  of  congress  and  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  United  Statea. 


In  addition,  sir,  to  this  concise  state  of  my 
sons  for  some  of  the  principal  alterations  I  have 
made,  I  must  beg  leave  to  be  more  particular  in 
my  arguments  in  support  of  others,  which  I  have 
much  at  heart  and  wish  to  make;  because  1  have 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  introducing  them  with 
propriety.  I  will  endeavor  to  be  as  short  aa  the 
importance  of  the  subject  will  admit* 

I  have  excluded  those  from  the  privileges  of  free 
white  inhabitants  in  the  several  stales  who  n!ruse 
to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  the  confederacy— a 
measure  in  my  opinion  perfectly  just.    It  ia  said. 
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Ul 


eaumple  is  before  precept.    Let  the  Quikers  takei  inconiUtent  with  the  great  Uws  of  natare,  and  with 


ahelter  under  any  text  in  scripture  they  please— 
the  best  tiiey  can  find,  is  but  a  fiir-fetched  implica- 
tion in  their  fsTor.  Howerer^  bad  their  precept 
been  in  more  positiTe  terms,  I  think  1  have  an  ex* 
imple  at  band  capable  of  driving  them  from  such 
a  GOTer.  We  read  that  "Jentt  went  mto  the  tem- 
ple of  Ontf  and  cast  out  all  them  that  sold  and 
iMMigbtin  the  temple*  and  overthrew  the  tables  of 


the  necessary  state  of  human  society,  caijiiot  be 
inspired  by  the  divinity.  Self-defence  is  as  neces- 
sary to  nations  as  men.  And  shall  particulars  have 
a  right  which  nations  have  not?  True  religion  is 
the  perfection  of  reason.  Fanaticism  is  the  dis- 
grace, the  destruction  of  reason.**  Than  all  this 
nothing  can  be  more  just,  certain  and  evident.  C^n 
those  men  reasonably  claim  an  equal  participation 


the  money  changes."    Here  we  see  the  arm  af  the  in  civil  rights  who,  under  any  pretence  whauoever. 


flesh  rmiaed  up,  and  a  degree  of  hostile  violence 
cxereised,  suflicient  to  the  end  in  riew:  And  shall 
it  be  smd  violence  b  not  Justifiable?  Did  not  GBd 
eoOHMnd  MUet  to  number  "all  that  were  able  to 
jffirih  in  war  in  Araeiy*  Did  not  Mftew,  by  the 
Divine  order,  send  12,000  men  to  cut  off  the 
Jmdiamitn:  And,  although  <«they  alew  all  the 
males,**  were  they  not  reprehended  for  baring 
•«teved  all  the  women  alive?**  Did  not  the  Almighty 
coosmand  the  children  of  Itrad  that,  when  they 
bad  passed  into  Canaan^  *nhen  they  should  drire 
oot  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  from  before 
thonP'  Did  not  Motu  direct  that,  when  the  peo- 
ples vcre  ''come  nigh  unto  the  battle,**  the  prie9t9 
sboiild  encourage  them,  declaring  that  the  Lord 
their  Gwd  was  with  them  *Ho  Jight  for  them 
against  their  enemies?**  And  yet  the  Qualcers  have 
sagieioiisly  found  out«  few  words  which,  by  im- 
pUcatiDn,  they  contend*  restrain  firom  doing  ntw, 
what  Gstf  Men  commanded  as  just.  The  grand 
primt^Ue  ^f  mural  rectiiude  are  etemoL  Dare  the 
QualLers  contend  that  the  myriads,  who  have 
drawn  the  aword  since  the  christian  «ra  are 
damned  for  having  done  so?  And  unless  they  main- 
tain this  position,  the^  seem  to  hare  no  reasonable 
cscQse  for  their  creed  -and  conduct.  They  seem 
to  haive  forgot  that  it  is  written,  «how  hardly  shall 
they  that  have  riches  enter  mto  the  kingdom  of 
CW'**  Are  there  any  people  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth  more  diligent  after  riches  than  Quakers?  We, 
in  tUs  time  of  calamity,  know  it  to  our  cost.  With- 
4Mit  doubt  there  are  many  valuable  men  of  that  sect: 
^im  of  that  persuasion  are  very  good  citizens  in 
ti«e  of  peace;  but  it  is  their  principle  in  time  of 
^>r  that  I  condemn.  Is  there  a  Quaker  who  will 
motiving  his  action  for  ^espass?  Is  not  this  an 
^ippssition  to  force?  Here  they  forget  their  prin- 
^le  of  meekness  and  non-resistance.  The  great 
i«d  Lifttleten,  in  his  dialogues  of  the  dead,  tells 
tt>  "^t  ia  blasphemy  to  say  that  any  folly  could 
«we  from  the  fbuntain  of  wisdom.    Whatever  is 


•^^withstanding  the  precept,  »«he  that  hath  uo 
sword,  let. him  seU  his  garment  and  buy  one." 

S*,  Luke,  xxiL  36. 


will  not  assist  in  defending  them?  Shall  there  be 
a  people  maintained  in  the  possession  of  their 
riches  by  the  labor  and  blood  of  other  men?  Are 
not  the  quakers,  some  few  excepted,  the  most 
mveterate  enemies  to  the  independence  of  Ame- 
rica? Hare  they  not  openly  taken  part  with  those 
in  arms  against  us?  I  consider  them  not  only  as  a 
dead  weight  upon  our  hand,  but  as  a  dangerous 
body  in  bur  bosom;  I  would  therefore  gladly  be 
rid  of  them.  I  almost  ^sh  to  "drive  out  all  such 
inhabitanta  of  the  land  from  before  us.**  The 
Canaanitet  knew  not  God,  But  the  Quakers  say 
they  know  him,  and  yet,  according  to  the  idea  of 
lord  LtfUetton,  would  have  gross  folly  and  injusiice 
to  proceed  from  the  fountain  of  wisdom  snd  equity. 
I  entertain  these  sentiments  with  a  conscience  per- 
ftctly  at  ease  on  this  point.  If  such  treatment  shall 
be  termed  persecution,  the  conscientious  Quakera 
can  never  take  it  amiss,  when  they  recollect  that 
it  is  said,  **bleased  are  they  who  are  persecuted  for 
Chrht*9  sake.'*  I  do  not  consider  this  as  such  a  per- 
secution: But  if  they  should,  can  they  be  displeas- 
ed at  being  placed  in  a  situation  to  be  blessed? 
And  I  would  lay  it  down  as  a  truth,  that  whoever 
of  that  sect  should  be  offended  at  such  treatment, 
would  deserve  to  be  expelled  our  society,  as  the 
buyers,  sellers  and  money  changers  were  cast  out 
of  the  temple.  I  am  n6t  afraid  of  any  resentmen*, 
when  it  is  my  duty  to  act  in  behalf  of  the  rights  and 
interests  of  America:  I  trust  I  fully  demonstrated 
this  resolution  when,  on  the  S5th  of  April,  1775,  I 
had*.the  honor,  in  the  supreme  seat  of  justice,  to 
make  the  first  public  declaration  in  America,  that 
my  countrymen  owed  no  allegiance  to  the  king  of 
Great  Britain. 

I  would  have  it  a  point  settled  in  the  confederi. 
tion,  tSat  all  general  officers  shall  be  elected— 
eradicating  the  idea  of  a  promotion  to  that  rank 
by  seniority.  The  idea  u  monarchical— I  do  not 
recollect  that  it  was  admitted  in  the  ancient  and 
wise  republics.  The  great  ffunrdhal,  when  very 
young,  comnumded  the  Carthagenian  army  in  Spain, 
over  tlie  heads  of  much  older  officers— and  the  firat 
^tfricawtM  theught  it  no  diminution  of  hia  ba«k^  v^ 


Hi 
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■crre  un^er  his  brother  JlnaHeut.     These  areifedenicy,  as  by  bting  fiimisLed  with  those  omb 

iUotttlbiii  insttaces  of  wise  policy  and  honorsble  who  sre  most  espable  of  executing  hit  detignt?  R 

modentioii— it  is  seedless  to  gire  others  to  the 

•ame  point.    But.  at  present*  officers  expect  to  rise 

by  seniority  to  a  general  command;  and  although 

it  is  declared  that  a  generalissinko  shall  be  elected, 

yet  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to  apprehend*  as  this 

is  only  a  positiTC  exception  to  the  idea  of  seniority, 

and  therefore  scarce  sufficient  to  eradicate  the  idea 

of  promotion  according  to  seniority,  that  the  next 

in  rank  will  always  expect  the  election,  and  will 

be  but  too  apt  to  consider  himself  as  ill  treated,  if 


was  upon  thtspri;*.ciple  the  invincible 
were  formed.  T.at  government  was  repnblie— 
ours  ii  the  same:  I  would  most  eagerly  adopt  « 
principle,  sanctioned  as  il  is  by  the  happy  esqjMii* 
enoe  of  ages.  MnUetfwieu  expressly  says^  •Hbe 
people  are  vety  capable  of  eUciing  gencrala.**  Of 
right  they  ought  to  be  permitted  to  exerebe  all 
those  powers  wbieh  th^  are  capable  of  exercising 
with  proprie^. 

According  to  the  plan  before  1tt»  the  quotas  of- 
passed  by.    Men,  now  a  daya,  are  fond  of  being  Uj^^  respective  sutes,  which  I  would  term  the  Aaie- 


the  only  Judges  of  their  own  importance  and  merit 
•4hey  generally  overrate  both.  They  seem  to 
have  forgot  that  a  knowledge  of  one*s-self  is  the 
greatest  and  most  difficult  that  can  be  acquired; 
and  that  it  scarcely  erer  was  obtained  with  any 
degree  of  precision.  Men  are  not  called  into  pub- 
lic autions  for  their  own  honor  or  advantage— but 
merely  for  the  public  benefit  The  public  are  there, 
fore  the  only  proper  judges  who  shall  serve  them, 
and  in  what  posU  particular  men  ahall  be  placed: 
And  besides,  they  have  a  natural  right  to  the  ser- 
vice of  every  man  in  the  community.  It  was,  I 
a  Spturian  maxim,  that  a  man  was  not  bom 


rican  forces,  are  to  be  directed  m  their  opermtioa^ 
by  congress.— If  it  is  meant,  as  Isuppose  it  i%  that 
there  shall  be  a  body  of  troops  in  a  states  entircii^ 
independent  of  the  command  of  the  civil  power,  I 
shall,  with  the  utmost  reluctance,  yield  my  assent 
to  the  propositioo;  which,  to  me,  appears  dlrfio 
norable  to  the  sovere^ty  of  the  state,  dangewi 
tu  its  welfore,  and  mconsistent  with  the  superiority 
of  the  civil  power.  I  well  remember  the  feelings 
of  the  general  court  of  MassachuaettsBay,  when 
governor  Barnard  told  them  he  had  no  authority 
to  order  the  king*a  ahips  to  quit  the  harbor  of  Bos- 
ton. If  he^  who  was  but  a  representative  ought* 
for  hhnself,  but  for  hU  country:  Were  we  but  J,,  ^^^  aupremc  civil  officer,  to  have  a  power  di- 
actuated  by  this  just  and  noble  idea,  we  might  be  pecting  the  military  withia  his  govemmenti  Ifir- 


serenely  calm  and  perfectly  safe  amidst  all  the 
venal  exertions  of  Britain— nay,  of  the  rest  of  the 
world  combined  against  us!    It  is  upon  this  prin> 
ciple  the  ab9rigine%  of  America  act.    They  rise  to 
authority  and  ctimmand  by  merit  alone:  And  shall 
Americans  extirpate  a  glorious  plant,  the  natural 
product  of  their  country?    Shall  the  uncultivated 
and  rude  IruHon;  think  more  justly  and  act  with 
more  dignity  than  we,  with  our  improved  under- 
standings  snd  boatted  civilization?  This  very  ques- 
tion alone  should,  I  think,  recal  us  to  the  proper 
line  of  action,  and  force  us  to  abtndon  notions 
which  at  once  disgrace  our  country,  and  expose 
it  to  ruin.    A  colonel  of  small  abilities  can  do  but 
little  harm,  in  comparison  of  a  weak  general  at  the 
head  of  a  division  of  the  army,  leading  on  the  prin- 
cipal attack,  or  covering  a  precipitate  retreat.— 
Marshal  Saxe,  and  we  need  no  better  authority, 
says,  *^e  has  seen  very  good  colonels  become  very 
bad  generals.**    Can  we  then  eipect  to  see  b«d 
colonela  become  able  generals!     But  it  is  a  point 
admitted  by  congress,  that  election  is  the  best 
means  of  procuring  an  able  commander  in  chief. 
And  why  ahould  not  thb  principle  equally  hold 
with  respect  to  general  officers?    Can  the  gene- 
ralissimo be  to  well  enabled  to  defend  the  con- 


nan,  the  several  states  should  possess  that  powtf 
—they  are  sovereign  states.  I  do  not  desire  that 
they  should  abaolutely  direct  such  troops:  But  the 
executive  in  each  state  may,  for  this  purpose,  be 
at  least  the  representative  of  congress.  If  the  peo- 
ple are  to  be  rumed  by  a  blunder,  it  will  be  more 
natural  that  they  ahould  be  ruined  by  the  mistake 
of  their  confidential  men,  than  by  that  of  an  oflicer^ 
perhapa  a  stranger.  We  have  seen  a  day,  when 
tlie  salvation  of  this  capital,  under  God,  depended, 
in  a  manner,  upon  the  authority  of  the  civil  power 
over  the  troops  in  garrison:  I  cannot  but  wish  for  a 
continuance  of  that  command  which  once  has 
saved  us;  and  which  is,  as  it  were,  inseparable  from 
the  civil  power.— I  cannot  bear  the  idea  of  sur- 
rendering it  so  totally  as  the  congress  seem  to  re- 
quire. 

The  establishment  of  a  basis  for  the  American 
naval  force  is  an  object  of  the  first  importance; 
and  it  ought  not  to  be  omitted  in  the  articlea  of 
confederation.  Congress  have  endeavored  to  es- 
tablish a  land  force;  but  this,  which  b  of  superior 
consequence,  has  been  passed  over  almost  in  si- 
lence. For  the  first,  they  have  provided  even  in 
detail;  but  for  the  other,  only  in  five  words— no 
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build  ind  equip  a  navy"— never  whs  ho  imporiant 
\  lubject  more  expeditiously  desp«tcl»cd.  The 
RotiMUi  decree,  **Dant  operam  evruulea,  ne  quid  (letri 
menti  capiat  re«puhUca,**  was  a  sini^ular  model  of 
concise  ener»jy:  Hut  it  must  now  cease  lo  be  no. 
However,  I  should  hAve  been  belter  pleased  had 
Ihere  been  a  cUuse  adied  to  our  maritime  provi- 
aton  for  manning;  the  navy:  Thii  is  the  jjrand  point 
^Britain  finds  it  lo  be  so*  She  can  equip  ships 
with  ease  fron  her  yards:  But  th«  great  difficulty 
is  to  mail  them.  It  wis  not  with  the  phalanx  that 
Greece  kept  the  gf  cat  king  at  arm's  length— it 
was  not  with  the  legions  that  Rome-  acquired 
Sicily  and  conquered  Carthnge — it  was  not  with 
her  battalions  that  Britain  awed  Europei  Bat  Sala- 
•m'm,  IScnoma>  and  La  Hogue,  were  naval  actions 
Ihit  decided  the  superiority  of  nations.  If  Amef  i- 
eatalo  be  secure  at  hooie  and  respected  abroad, 
it  must  be  by  a  naval  force.  Shall  we  then,  scarce 
beitow  a  thought  upon  this  palladium  of  our  safely? 
Mature  and  experience  instruct  us,  that  a  maritime 


most  formidable  hour  ever  cullecteu,  tvcn  witii 
the  aid  of  press  gangs.     The  object  seems  easy 
to  be  obtained — the  view  is  magnificently  greui — 
surely  it  is  worthy  of  being  seriousiy  conUmplated. 
The  due  settlement  of  the  importance  of  the 
several  states  respecting  each   oiiicf,  is  a   mailer 
ot  capital  moment.    In  congress  eacii  state*,  ou^'iC 
of  natural  right,  to  have  a  weight  in  proportion  to 
its  importance.     Can  any  state  be  justly  entitled  to 
a  greater  degree  of  weight?  Can  any  slate  honestly 
desire  to  figure  in  plumes  at  another'^  ex;jeMSt  ?— 
What  is  understood  by  represffniation?     Is  it  not  a 
sign  of  the  reality?  Ought  such  :i  rcprespntaiion  lo 
be  greater  than  the  reality?  U  it  not  up  >n  this  prin- 
ciple, however  abused,  iliat  the  English    pur'ia- 
ment  was  formed?    Has  not   this  principle  been 
adopted  in  all  the  houses  of  a««sem(dy  that  ever  sat 
upon  this  continent?    "Why  are   we  now  to  deem 
that  unjust,  which  till  now,  we  unlversaMv  acknow- 
ledged as  a  Certain  and  benpfi-ial  iruM  ?  Whi\f  is 
called  the  mtten  part  of  the  Rnglish  constituiion — 
is  it  not  an  unequal,  and  therefore  an  nnju!<t  rc- 


-fltrengtb  is  the  best  defence  to  an  insular  situation. 

It  not  the  siiuation  of  the   United    States  insular |  presentation  of  iis  territory  and  wealth?  Has  not 

wi^  respect  to  the  powers  of  the  old  world:  the}  lord  Chatham  been  censured  fi»r  not  having,  dur- 


quarter  from  which,  alone,  we  are  to  apprehend 
dinger?  H^ve  not  the  maritime  stttes  the  great- 
ni  influence  upon  the  aff.tirs  of  the  universe?  Uo 
not  the  powers  of  Europe  strain  their  nerves  to 


ing  his  all-powerful  administration,  a'temmed  to 
cut  oft*  that  rotten  member  fro-n  the  body  politici- 
an amputation  which  was  thought  could  scarce  fail 
of  being  performed  when  Undertaken  by  the  hand 


render  themselves  forniidable  at  sea?  This,  then,  of  so  great  a  man?  Can  ingenuity  iUelf  find  an  im- 
ii  the  theatre,  as  I  may  say,  on  which  America  mutt !  portant  distinction  between  the'two  case»?  In  both, 
ippetr,  if  she  intends  to  appear  any  where,  with  the  great  states  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  great 
difnity  and  importance.    Can  the  proper  means  of  counties,  cities  snd  boroughs  on  the  other,  have 


ker  doing  so,  be  belter  provided  for,  than  in  the 
eonfederation  of  her  United  Slates:  This  act  ought 
tecontain  all  the  great  lines  of  her  general  polity; 
oOierwise  it  must  be  imperfect.  The  nursery  of 
her  naval  power  cannot  be  brtler  establislied,  than 
byhavirtg  it  made  uniform  in  all  the  states.  What 
•dFantage  docs  not  Britain  export  from  her  marine 
lociely?  What  oppression  does  her  people  sufter, 
fviNn  the  practice  of  pressing,  to  man  the  royal 
fleets?— An  absolute  outrage  upon  civil  liberty,  and 
yet  often  inadequate  to  the  end.  The  plan  1  have 
Hinted  seems  calculated  to  avoid  these  evils.  The 
proportion  of  five  in  a  thousand  is  small — the  al- 
lurements are  cnnsiderabie  and  not  expenaive— 
iHe service  is  but  short.  And  yet,  only  eHtimatiiig 
^be  white  inhabitanu  at  two  millions,  after  the 
^t  sixteen  years,  ten  tbousund  seamen  will  an- 
Muilty  be  created,  to  give  security  and  importance 
^  America;  and  in  other  seven  years,  in  all 
probability  we  ttlionlJ  have  more  than  doubl 
^t  number  of  seamen,  whose  boMtiden  duty   i* 


less  weight!  and  the  smaU  states,  counties,  cities 
and  boroughs,  have  more  than  they  ought — such 
is  the  point  in  quenlion.— And  shall  we  designedly 
contract  a  fatal  disetiRe  which  we  know  has  lon^* 
been  consuming  the  vital  vigor  of  the  KogMsh  con- 
stitution, and  is  but  too  likely  to  desti-O)  it?  Shall 
our  ^ise  men  persist  in  endoHVoring  to  create  that 
which  it  would  have  been,  illhsthiops  as  hk  la, 
lord  Chatham's  greatest  glory  to  have  endeavored 
to  destroy? — I  am  htirt  by  the  id '•^— the  contrast 
fills  me  with  pain  and  anxiety— however,  I  do  not 
dt^spair  of  relief.  There  is  a  resolution  of  the  first 
ronKrress  that  was  held  after  the  BHtish  blockrtde 
of  Boston,  from  which  I  have  great  expectation. 
It  was  ihe  fir'<t  rP!<olve  passed  by  that  vciierable 
body;  and  it  is  couched  in  these  terms:  ♦•Resolved, 
that,  in  the  determining  questions  in  ihia  congresa, 
each  colony  or  province  s^tuU  have  ooe  vole— lins 
congress  i^'t  being  possessed  of,  or  at  present  u>>ie 
to  procure  pi'oper  materials  for  ascertaining  i.ie 
importance  of  each  colony."— Hence,  it  is  •  vi'lem. 


^^oulf!  be  •«  m-ji  oui  fii-e'^,  tUn  Uiitnin  ij.   hei  '  what  waa  ihtir  iiea  of  a  jusi  re  prfS'-iiutioi*;  M\dl 
15. 
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hope  it  will  yet  be  adopted.  The  Lvriau  r«publ  f 
w«8  a  confederation  of  three  and  twenty  towns: 
The  great  ones  had  three  voices— the  middling, 


T^ie  8  nail  ones  should  he  those  not,  by  a  complete 
proportion,  exceeding  four  proportions  of  the  smal- 
lest: This  class  would,  for  the  pretent,  contaiii 


two — und  the  small,  one:  contributing  to  the  pub-  Georgia,  Nortn  Carolina,  Delaware,  New  Jwwey, 


lie  expense  in  proportion  to  their  representation 
We  are  to  cotribute  according  to  our  abilitie«,  ami 


New  York,    Rliode   Island   and   New- Hampshire. 
The  middling  should  be  those  states,  by  a  corn- 


why  should  we  not  have  a  weight  in  proportion  tnipiete  proportion,  exceeding  four,  and  not  in  the 
our  importancc?.-.ir  each  state  must  have  tlie  same  jsarne  manner  exceeding  ten  proportions:  This  claa* 
weight,  let  each  coniribuie  the  same  sum.  Wc  are  would  comprehend  South  Carolina,  Biarylan:!, 
1  -.fant  states,  but  we  have  the  wisdom  of  ages  be  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut.  The  great  statas 
ore  our  eyes.  Let  us  not  despise  what  is  invalua-  should  be  ascertained  by  their  exceedinf^  ^even 
ble.  It  is  the  best  chart  by  which  we  can  steer  proportions  of  the  &maUesl:  This  third  class  would 
along  the  diflicult  coast  of  government,  and  ven-  include  Virginia  and  Massachusetts-Day.  The  first 
ture  to  run  our  ship  of  state  into  safe  port.  My  this  class  should  have  three  delegates  to  each  state— the 
we  may  probably  find  an  haven,  that  will  invite  the  second,  six  -the  third,  nine— making  a  congress  of 
people  of  all  nations  to  take  shelter  in  it  agHinsil sixty-nine  delegates,  who  should  by  a  majority  de- 
the  furious  storm^  of  tyranny.  But,  without  it,  weitermine  all  questions  except  those  contained  in  the 
shall  be  but  too  likely  to  be  shipwrecked.  Lst  restrictions,  which  should  be  determined  by  the 
us  tlierefore  adopt  uniform  and  experienced  prin-  voices  of  the  states.  The  representation  of  each 
ciples  throughout  our  voyage:  Let  us  not  trust  tontate  should  be  increased  or  lessened,  in  propor- 
principles  which  clash  and  cannot  form  a  perfect  jtion  to  the  aid  actually  paid;  and  this  ought  to  be 
system.  In  the  present  case,  either  contribute  to.  the  barometer  of  importance,  stimulating  each 
tiie  public  aid,  according  to  ability,  and  have  a  ! state  to  its  utmost  contribtition. 
a  corresponding  weight— or,  have  equal  weight,  j  These  sentiments  upon  tlie  subject  of  a  confede- 
and  contribute  the  same  sum:  Either  is  a  perfect!  ration,  sir,  are  the  result  of  a  few  days  reflection* 


system:  But  the  first  part  of  each  must  ever  con- 
tinue irreconcil cable  to  justice,  and  the  known  rule 
of  right.  The  sage  Montesquieu,  having  maturely 
considered  the  nature  of  a  confederated  govern- 
ment, pariicalarly  the  Empire  and  Holland,  says, 
<*were  1  to  give  a  model  of  an  excellent  confede- 
rate  republic,  1  would  pitch  upon  that  of  Lycia." 
C&n  we  do  better,  sir,  than  adopt  the  governing 
principle  in  the  most  perfect  model  of  a  confede- 
racy? 

I  will  now  beg  leave  to  apply  this  principle  to 
the  rate  for  the  public  aid,  established  by  congress 
on  the  2CJd  of  November  last. 
New  Hampshire  ....       200,000 
Massachusetts  Bay     .  .  820.000 

Rhode  Island,  and  Providence  PUnUtions  100,000 
Connecticut  ....      G00,000 

New-York       ....  200,000 

New  Jersey  .... 

Pennsylvania  .... 
Delaware ..... 
Marvland        .... 
Virginia  ..... 
North -Carolina 

South  Carolina     .... 
Georgia  .... 


amidst  a  variety  of  business,  public  and  private: 
It  is,  indeed,  not  long  since  the  plan  from  the  con- 
gress has  been  received.    I  am  fully  sensible,  that 
my  ideas,  now  thrown  out,  will  admit  of  important 
amendments,  and  therefore  I  do  not  presume  to 
offer  them  for  consideration.    1  have  taken  the  li- 
berty to  drop  them  only  because  it  was  my  duty  to 
do  SO:  and  I  think,  if  the  states  shall  be  allowed  to 
vote  according  to  their  importance,  the  sketch  I 
have  drawn  might  form  a  beneficial   confedera- 
tion.   I  observe  the  plan  before  us  contains  thir- 
teen articles:  I  can  have  no  objection  to  a  number 
allusive  to  the  confeder.tcy  proposed.    My  sketch 
contains  ten  articles.  Nor  can  I  suppose  that  num- 
ber will  be  a  matter  of  difficulty.    In  collecting 
the  materials,  I  arrange  d  them  under  sixteen  arti- 
cles; but  in  condensing  the  subject,  it  accidentally 
4ras  corfiprtsei  in  ten,  altho'  I  strove  to  reach  the 
SrOjOOt;  confederated  number.    Iljwever,  the  accident  in- 
620,0001 8 tanily  made  me  recollect,  that  the  divine  Uw 
60,000 1  to    roan    was   in   ten  articles— and  that  the  Ro- 
5.1)0,000 1  man  law  was  originally  written  on  ten  tables. — I 
800,000  confess,  sir,  I  was  not  displeased— I  am  sure  the 
250,000  Ipious  men  of  antiquity  would  have  considered  the 
500,000  .accidental  ten  atrticles  of  confederation,  as  an  omen 
60,000  of  the  beneficial  nature  of  their  contents.    I  may 

add,  the  number  thirteen  miy,  and  we  all  hope 

5,000,0001  will,  cease  to  be  allusive  to  the  existing  confede* 
These  states  I  would  class  in  tliree  div:sions.   racy:  But  the  number  ten  will  ever  allude  to  the 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


11:> 


eternal  monuments  of  Divine  jus/ice,  and  humai* 
wisdom — Excuse,  sir,  this  excursion  to  Sinai  and 
Rome,  I  will  reium  to  my  proper  subject;  nor  will 
I  detain  your  attention  but  a  moment. 

I  bsve  now,  Mr.  Chiirman,  with  profound  humili- 
ty, piven  my  thoufifhts  upon  the  confederation  of 
the   United   States.    Thoughts  intent  upon   pro> 
moting  and  securing  the  interests  of  my  native 
coontry— thoughts  equally  solicitous  for  the  gran- 
deur of  America.— In  delivering  them,  I  trust  I 
limve,  on  that  point,  fully  discharged  my  duty  to 
my  constituents — to  the  state — to  the  cohtii.ent— 
to  posterity.    I  have  no  intention  to  derogate  fVom 
the  dignity  or  the  merit  of  congress:  I  hitve  zeiil- 
onsly  supported  the  one,  and  I  shall  ever  be  ready, 
(gratefully  to  pay  any  tribute  of  applause  to  the 
otber^    It  IS  my  undaubted  privilege  ss  a  freeman 
to  speak  plainly — it  is  my  bounden  duty  to  do  so — 
nor  can  our  supreme  rulers,  constituted  only  for 
the  purpose  of  preserving  to  us  our  civil  rights,  be 
displeased  at  such  a  conduct:  The  occasion  is  of 
the  first  importance.    I  meant  to  speak  in  terms  of 
respect:  if  any  thing  of  a  contrary  nature  escapefi 
me,  I  am  sorry  and  beg  pardon  for  it — it  is  not 
my  inteniion  to  offend  any  individual,  especiaHy 
the  supreme  authority.    But,  sir,  I  scarce  think 
the  moment  is  at  hand,  for  the  ratification  of  a  con- 
federacy.   Ratlier  than  adopt  the  articles  before  us, 
I  would  yet  s  little  longer  trust  to  the  ties  thai 
now  bind  America  in  union.    The  American  con- 
federmcy  should  be  the  effect  of  wisdom,  not  of 
fear— an  act  of  deliberation,  not  of  hurry.  It  shouM 
be  a  noble  monument  attracting  the  respect  of  the 
world— and  capable  of  drawing  forth  the  admira- 
tion and  gratitude  of  our  posterity.— Upon  the 
whole,  sir,  this  is  scarce  a  time  to  deliberate,  but 
it  is  certainly  a  time  to  set — it  is  my  great  aim, 
that  America  shall  be  independent — free — illustri- 
ous and  happy! 

I  cannot  now,  sir,  sit  down  withont  expressing 
to  the  committee,  ^tbe  concern  1  feel  for  having 
taken  up  so  much  of  their  time  as  I  have.  '  I  am 
sensible  long  discourses  are  often  heard  with  im- 
patience: Hut  the  stupenduuM  importaMce  of  this 
ftfibject,  and  my  aeal  in  endeavoring  to  discharge 
my  duty,  will  I  hope  plead  in  my  favor.  1  beg 
leare  to  return  my  most  respectful  thanks,  for  \Ut 
Attention  and  patience  with  which  I  have  been 
heard. 

Address 

T*  thdr  exreUtnciet  Ricuabb  Viscouht  Howe,  ad- 
mij-a!,  and  William  Uowt^  esq.  general,  of  hii 
pritarmic  wntieuy* 9  forces  in  Am'rica. 


Mr  LOSD  AHD  sin — Your  declaration  at.  New. 
York,  has  reached  this  place.  It  has  occasioned 
surprise  and  concern.  The  known  honor  and 
abilities  of  your  excellencies^  and  your  declara- 
tion, appear  perfect  contrasts.  The  latter  is  an 
uanatural  production.  Hurt,  as  I  am,  to  see  your 
names  so  prostituted,  I  cannot  restrain  mysplf  from 
aiaking  a  few  remarks  to  your  excellencies  upon  a 
subject  which,  by  endangering  your  reputation, 
'isiresses  every  generous  mind.  I  shall  first  sUte 
your  declaration: 

•»Br  Rich  Ann  Viscouht  Hows,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  and  Willcam  Howb,  esq.  general  ofhU 
fnajenty^aforceoin  America,  the  kingU  coxMilsioir. 
las/or  restoring  peace  to  his  mujesttf's  colonies  and 
plantation*  tn  JVorrA  America,  &c.  Uc,  Uc. 

ntc  LA  ratio  X. 
"Although  the  congress,  whom  the  misguided 
Americans  suffer  to  direct  the  opposition  to  a  re- 
establishment  of  the  constitutional  government  of 
these  provinces,  have  disavowed  every  purpose  of 
reconciliation  not  consonant  with  their  extravagant 
and     inadmissible   claim   of  independence.— the 
king's  comipissioners  Uiink  fit  to  declare  thattbey 
are  eqtially  desirous  to  confer  with  his  miijesty'f 
weHaff^-ctcd  subjects  upon  the  means  of  restoring 
the  public  tranquility,  and  establishing  a  perma- 
nent  union  with  every  colony  as  a  pan  of  the  British 
empire.    The  king  beirg  most  graciously  pleased 
to  direct  a  revision  of  such  of  ijis  royal  instructions 
to  his  governors  as  may  be  construed  to  lay  an  im- 
proper restraint  on  the  freedom  of  legislation  in 
any  of  hb  colonies,  and  to  concur  in  the  revisal 
of  all  acts  by  which  his  majesty's  subjects  there 
may  think  themselves  aggrieved,  it  is  recommend- 
ed to  the  inhabitants  at  large,  to  reflect  seriously 
upon  their  present  condition  and  expectations,  and 
juMge  for  themselves,  whether  it  be  more  consistent 
with  their  honor  and  happiness  to  offer  up  their 
lives  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  unjust  and  precarious 
zkMst  in  which  they  are  engaged,  or  return  to  their 
tllegiance,  accept  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  to 
be  secured  in  a  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberties 
And  properties  upon  the  true  principles  of  the  con- 
Uitution. 

•Kiivcn  at  New- York,  I9th  September,  1776. 

"HOWE. 
"W.  HOWE. 
'By  command  of  their  excellencies,      SraAaHET." 

And  now,  not  to  detain  your  excellencies  by 
makinpr  observations  upon  lord  Howe's  not  assum- 
i.wf  his  military  tiMe,  displaying  the  natiire  of  his 
Hunreme  hostile  command  in  America,  by  which 
unusual  and  designed  omission,  Uic  ignorant,  seeing 
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his  name  cont.mstpd  with  that  of  a  general  clothed 
in  all  hit  terrors,  may  be  entrapped  to  believe  that 
bis  loriNhtp  it  to  be  considered  in  a  more  amiable 
point  of  view,  a  mere  commissioner  only,  far  re- 
Btoring  pe«ep,  without  any  military  command  to 
intinrki date  and  coerce.  Not  to  wound  your  delicacy, 
by  adinirin^  the  wisdom  of  your  appealing  from 
the  congress  to  people  confessed  by  you  to  be 
directed  by  that  honorable  as^mbly:  My  remarks 
■hall  be  confined  to  the  more  material  ptrta  of 
your  decLiration,  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  in 
every  respect  luiworthy  your  good  sense  and  high 
characters. 

Your  excellenries  •<think  fit  to  declare,"  that 
rou  are  d'^sirous  ••of  restorinff  the  public  tran- 
quility." But  is  the  end  yofir  excellencies  aim 
at  our  honor  and  advantage?  Is  it  to  give  a  free 
scope  to  o:ir  nattiral  jjrowth?  Is  it  to  confirm  to 
IIS  our  rights  by  the  law  of  nature.'  No!— It  is  to 
rover  us  with  uifimy.  It  is  to  chill  the  sap,  and 
eheck  t)ie  ttituriance  of  our  imperial  plant.  It  is 
to  deprive  us  of  our  natural  equali*y  with  the  rest 
of  mankind,  by  *'eMt  ibHthing**  every  state  "as  a  part 


concur  in  the  rental  of  all  acts  bv  which  his  ma." 

m 

iesty»s  subjects  may  think  themselves  aggrievad." 
Rut  what  of  all  this.  Your  Izcellencies  have  not 
told  the  people,  who  ''think  themselves  aggrieved/' 
that  they  are  to  be  a  party  in  the  revision.  Ton 
have  not  even  told  them  who  are  to  be  revisora.  If 
you  had,  it  would  be  nothing  to  the  purpoae;  fer 
you  hkve  not,  and  cannot  tell  them  and  en^o^vthat 
even  any  of  the  instructions  and  acts,  being  revised* 
shall  be  revoked,  and  repealed;  particnlarhf  tk—e  by 
which  people  ''may  think  themselves  aggrieved.** 
But,  if  such  are  not  to  be  repealed,  why  have  you 
mentioned  *Uhink  themtefveo  ai^griroe^?**  If  they 
are  intended  to  be  repealed,  why  did  not  your 
excellencies  come  to  the  point  at  once  and  tay  «o? 
— It  is  evident  your  excellencies  are  by  yotir  ea- 
periors  precipitated  into  a  dilemma.  Yoa  htre  not 
been  accustomed  fo  dirty  jobs,  and  plain  deoBng 
does  not  accord  with  your  inttnicttons;  otherwiset 
in  the  latter  case,  I  think  you  are  men  of  too  mueh 
sense  avd  honor  to  have  overlooked  or  suppressed 
so  material  a  point  of  information.  Hdwever,  jroa 
say  instructions  and  acts  are  to  be  revised:  We 
of  the  Rntish  empire."  In  short,  youc  excellencies !  see  that  you  have  laid  an  ambuscade  for  our  li« 


invite  men  of  common  sense,  to  exchange  an  inde- 
pendent station  for  a  servile  and  dangerous  de- 
pendenceP  •Rut,  when  we  recollect  that  the  king 
of  Great  Kriuin  has,  from  the  throne,  declared  his 
'  Hr«>  and  itcdCiist  resolutions  to  withstand  every 
attempt  to  weaken  or  impair  the  supreme  authority 
of  thst  I'^gisUture  over  all  the  dominions  of  hi) 
cro*vn:**  that  his  hirelings  in  parliament  and  tools 


bertiea;  the  clause  is  carefully  constructed  witboQt 
the  least  allusion  to  the  revisers,  or  to  the  words 
redress,  revoke,  repeal.  In  short,  it  appears  to  be 
drawn  up  entirely  on  the  plan  of  a  declaratioa  by 
king  James  the  second  after  his  abdication,  es 
confidentially  explained  by  James'  secretary  of 
state,  the  earl  of  Melfbrd,  to  lord  Dundee  in  Scot- 
land.   For  Melfbrd  writes  to  Dundee,  "that  not- 


in  ofR^p,  abhorred  by  the  English  nation,  have  i  withstanding  of  what  was  promised  in  the  declara- 
ecI^.o*d  the  sentiment}  and  that  America,  for  ten  jtion,  indemnity  and  indulgence,  yet  he  had  couched 


years  has  experienced  that  king's  total  want  of 
candor,  humanity,  and  justice— it  io,  I  confess,  a 
mstter  of  wonder,  that  your  excellencies  can  submit 
to  appear  so  lost  to  decency  as  to  hold  out  sub- 
jection as  tl.e  only  condition  of  peace:  and  that 
\ou  could  condescend  to  sully  yotir  personal  honor, 
ly  i.iviting  us  to  trust  a  government  in  which  you 
are  conscious  we  cannot  in  the  nature  of  thingt: 
place  any  coufi  '.encc—a  goveroment  that  you  are 
Ffnsihie  has  been,  no^is,  and  ever  must  be  jealous 
of  o'lr  prosperity  and  natural  growth— «a  govern- 
rient  that  you  know  is  absolutely  abandoned  to 
corruption! — 'I'jkke  it  not  amiss,  if  I  hint  to  your 
excellencies,  that  ifour  vert/  appearing"  in  support 
of  STich  a  proposal,  furnishes  cause  to  doubt  even 
of  your  intrgritv:  and  to  reject  your  allurements, 
least  they  decoy  us  into  slavery. 

The  declaration  says,  "the  king  is  roost  graci- 


tbings  so  that  the  king  -would  break  them  when  be 
please^?;  nor  would  he  think  himself  obliged  <• 
ttandto  them**  And  your  excellencies  have'*c«ucAe<l 
thinff9  90**  that  more  words  upen  this  subject  are 
unnecessary. 

"It  is  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  at  large, 
to  reflfct  seriously  upon  their  present  condition." 
Is  it  possible  your  excellencies  can  be  serious,  and 
mean  any  thing  by  this  recommendation^  Can  you 
be  igrorant,  that  ever  since  the  birth  of  the  stamp- 
act,  the  inhabitants  at  large  have  been  reflecting 
upon  their  deplorable  condition.'  Can  you  have  an 
idea  that,  after  such  a  length  of  time,  during  which 
ihey  have  been  continually  kept  to  their  reflec- 
tions, by  the  declaratory  law,  the  tea-act,  the  Bos- 
ton port  bill,  and  those  then  passed  to  annihilate 
the  charter  of  Mass^chusetts-Ray,  the  Quebec  bill 
o  establish  popery,  the  fishery  bill  to  coerce  by 


o»i<!y  pleised  to  direct  a  revinnn  of  such  of  his  fimine,  the  Hntiah  commencement  of  the  late  civil 
roval  instructions  to  his  governors/*  &c.  "and  to^var,  and  the  act  of  parliament  in  December  last. 
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deeUiing  the  inhAbiUnta  rebels — I  say,  after  tuch  a 
•eriet  of  causes  for  refl<*etion,  and  that  your  eic^U 
iencies  novjlndmin  arm*  against  you,  determined 
on  independenee  or  death,  canyon  possibly  ente*' 
ta'w  an  idea  that  we  have  not  reflected  seriously? 
On  the  contrary  you  know,  that  we  are  preparei  to 
offer  np  our  lives  in  evidence  of  our  serious  reflec- 
tions!   In  addressing^  a  world,  you  ought  to  have 
some  attention  to  the  propriety  of  your  recom 
nendations,  if  only  from  a  regard  to  your  own  re- 
putation. 

You  arc  pleased  to  term  our  cause  **unjust."  In 
this  there  is  nothing  so  surprising,  as  your  being 
lored  to  give  such  a  sentiment  under  your  bands— 
ajgning  your  own  diftgrace  with  posterity.  You 
kiiov,  that  the  virtuous  characters  throughout 
Earjpe,  on  this  point  differ  wiih  your  eicellencioN; 
ind  I  most  respectfully  submit,  whether  there  is 
not  some  little  degree  of  presumption  in  your 
•igoing  an  opinion,  in  contradiction  to  the  opinion 
€f  thousands,  who,  without  derogating  from  your 
eseellencies,  are  at  least  as  well  able  to  judge  up- 
QQ  the  point  as  you  are? 

Bat  you  add,  that  our  cause  is  '*precariou8.*' 
Alltw  me  to  make  a  proper  rtiuim  to  your  excel- 
kneies  by  informing  you,  that  all  the  affairs  of 
ma  are  precarious,  and  that  war  is  particniarly 
n.  However,  if  your  excellencies  meant  to 
hiiaiiate  that  our  cause  is  precarious  from  an 
iMhtlity  in  IIS  to  maistain  it,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  ge- 
Mfll  Howe  what  progress  his  arms  made  during 
MieoBtmand  at  Boston:  And  what  shining  victorie?, 
od  important  conqtiests  yrvu  have  achieved  since 
Tour  junction  at  Biaten-island?  The  eulogium, 
—  duofnfmina  belli 


Scipiadat 


puniot  yet  be  applied  to  your  excellencies,  frene 
nl  Howe's  repulse  from  the  lines  on  Long-island, 
tnd  his  victory  over  the  advanced  g^ard  of  3000 
•tt,  reflect  no  great  degree  of  glory  on  the  eorp» 
^tt least  12000  that  he  commanded.  Nor  can 
70a  boast  much  of  the  action  on  New- York-island 
^  the  15th  September,  when  a  few  more  than  800 
AmericanV  attacking  three  companies  of  light 
troops  supported  by  two  regiments,  the  one  Scotcli, 
the  other  Hessian,  drove  them  from  hill  to  hill  back 
to  your  lines,  and  carried  off"  three  pieces  of  brass 
Cianon  as  trophies  of  their  victory.  And  when 
gtneral  Washington,  on  the  second  of  October, 
dosed  a  large  detachment  to  draw  up  to  Ilarlaesn 
pltios  to  cover  the  inhabitants  between  the  two 
irtties»  while  they  carried  oflf  their  effects,  the 
Bireh  and  tvntinuance  of  the  British  troops  in 


order  of  bittle,  within  lo  'g  shot,  without  firing  a 
gun  to  interrupt  the  service,  is  at  least  some  slight 
'legree  of  evidence  that  they  respect  and  stand  in 
awe  of  the  American  arms.  In  short,  without  being 
unreasonable,  I  think  I  may  be  all'»wed  to  %a\^  that 
these  purticulars  do  not  shew,  that  our  cau>e  is  so 
precarious  as  your  excellencies  would  insinuate  it 
TO  bt*;  and  to  recom  nend  that  your  excellencieie 
"reflect  seriously  upon  your  present  condition," 
and  abandon  'Hhe  unjust  cause  in  which  you  are 
engaged"  while  you  yet  may  preserve  your  reputa- 
tion from  the  reproaches  of  posterity. 

Your  excellencies  call  upon  the  inhabitants  at 
large  "to  return  to  their  allegiance."  It  is  as  if 
you  had  commanded  a  body  of  troops  to  advance 
to  the  assault,  before  you  had  put  them  in  order  of 
battle.  I  tell  your  excellencies,  that  protection 
mtist  precede  allegiance;  f>r  the  latter  \9  founded  an 
the  benefit  of  the  former.  That  the  operations  of 
.he  forces  by  sea  and  land  under  your  orders, 
•'emonstrate  that  your  king  is  not  our  protector. 
And,  that  the  allegiance  of  Ameri^^a  to  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  is  no-w  utterly  out  «/*  the  qneftion. 

But  yon  attempt  to  allure  the  inhabitants  by 
telling  them  they  may  "be  secured  in  a  free  enjoy- 
ment  of  their  liberties  and  properties,  upon  the 
tnie  principles  of  the  constitution."     Will  your 
excellencies  tell  us  where  those  principles  are  to 
be  found?    Y.>u  must  say  they  n-e  not  to  be  found 
in  the  present  British  government.    Do  we  not 
know  that  the  majority  of  the  two  houses  of  parlia- 
incnt  arc  absolutely  under  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain's direc* ion?— They  make  and  repeal  laws;  they 
ai^ree  with  or  reject  motions;  they  vote  money  ev<:n 
-m'thoiti  limitation  of  turn,  at  the  pleasure  of  that 
king*a  minister,  in  whose  pay  they  actually  are; 
and  your  excellencies  as  men  of  honor  dure  noi 
deny  fhete  tkin^t.    Will  you  then  say  that,  where 
there  is  such  a  dependence,  the  true  principles  of 
the  constitution  operate!    The  history  of  the  pre'- 
sent  reign,  all  Europe,  would  witness  against  you. 
Those  principles  have  been  long  despised  by  the 
rulers,  and  lost  to  the  people— otherwise,  even  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  reign,  we  should 
not  have  seen   the  dismission   of    the  virt*>o'4<« 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  liKona,  because  he 
would  not  quit  his  seat  in  parliament  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  last  prince  of  Wales;  nor  the  masxacre 
in  St.  George's  fields  and  the  royal  thanks  to  the 
assassins;  nor  the  repeated  and  unredressed  com. 
plaints  to  the  throne;  rvf>r  the  unhetrd  of  profusion 
df  the  public  treasure,  fir  exceeding  the  extr.iv.i- 
ganceof  a  CaliguU  or  a  Nero;  nor  ihe  present  riiinnti:* 
situation  of  Great  Britain;  nor  the  present  war  in 
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Ainerir  ,  fw  the  -m^rtt  of  prtrp9te9  kindled  by  your 
king^.  Can  ]roar  excellencief  be  to  wanting  to  your- 
•eWes,  oi,  Qt  thit  time  •/  ditty,  on  tbe  part  oF  your 
master,  seriously  to  talk  to  us  of  a  teewitjf  upon  the 
true  principles  oF  ihe  constitution!  Did  it  neirer 
•trike  you  that  the  Americins  would  expect  to 
see  such  principles  operating  in  Kogltnd,  before 
they  could  be  duped  into  a  belief  that  America 
could  possibly  feel  their  effects  from  Uie  dark 
recess  of  the  royal  palace?  The  lord  mayor  of 
liondon  has  openly  charged  lord  North,  and  the 
..  lords  of  the  admiralty,  with  licensing  ships  to  trad^ 
to  all  parts  of  America,  in  direct  disregard,  con- 
tempt,  and  defiance  of  an  act  of  parliament  to  the 
contrary,  pissed  so  late  as  December  last.  And 
yet  your  exeelleiicies  do  not  scruple  to  talk  to  us 
of  a  iecuriiy  vp9n  the  trne  principUt  of  the  eonttilu- 
Uenf — ^Let  the  fotintain  be  sweet,  and  then  its 
stream  may  be  salutary. 

Your  excellencies  say  "thekingismo«f  jfraciouafy 
pleated  to  <.lir*et  a  revision*'  of  ins'ructions  and 
acts.  If  yi>u  really  mean  'o  conciliate,  why  will 
you  insult  the  inhihitants  at  Urge  It  was  "tbe 
kingS"  bounden  duty  to  have  directed,  not  only  a 
revision,  but  an  amendment  of  his  instructions;  and 
to  have  rec-^mmended  a  repeal  of  the  acts  when  the 
people  FIRST  comnlained  of  them.  But  he,  hav- 
ing been  criminally  deaf  to  the  cries  of  the  injured, 
to  terrify  them  into  silence,  having  burnt  their  towns 
—restrained  their  trade — seized  and  confiscated 
their  vesseh — driven  them  into  enormous  expenses 
—sheathed  his  sword  in  their  bowels — and  adorned 
the  heads  of  their  aged,  women  and  children,  with 
a  cincture  male  by  the  tcalping  knife  of  ars  allt 
the  Inditn  S2vagt — ^you  noto  tell  these  injured  peo- 
ple, that  **tlie  king  it  gracinutly  pleated  to  direct  a 
revision!"— His  very  mercies  are  insults! 

And  so  your  excellencies,  besides  your  military 
commands  as  admiral  and  general,  are  also  "com- 
missioners for  restoring  peace."  Is  there  not  some 
error  in  this  title?  Ought  we  not  instead  of  "peace" 
to  read  tyranny?  You  serm  armed  at  all  points 
for  this  purpose;  and  your  very  language  detects 
the  latent  design.  But  you  are  commissioners, 
and  for  the  important  purpose  of ''restoring  peace,'* 
you  are  honored  with  a  power — '*/o  confer:**  And 
you  have  condescended  to  be  mere  machinet  through 
which,  as  through  speaking  trumpets,  words  are  to 
be  sounded  from  America  to  Britain!    How  much 

I.OWEB    IS    IT   JPOSSinLB  POR    TOUR   SXCBLLERCISS    TO 

■ 

SSeRAVI  TODRSP.LV£S  IIT  TUB  ITBS  Or  THE  WiIRLD!  — 

By  this,  it  U  most  evident,  the  British  king  has 
not  one  generous  thought  respecting  America.  Nor 


does  he  aieao  to  grant  tenss  upon  the  true  prtaoi 
plea  of  tbe  constitution.  For,  if  to  grant  tuol 
terms  was  bona  fdt  the  iniention  of  your  oimu^ 
without  doubt  too  would  have  been  vested  wHI 
competent  powers.  But  he  plainly  means  to  gM 
nothing  that  be  can  possibly  avoid;  and  tberete 
he  would  kave  the  matter  of  negociation  dimwi 
into  length  under  hia  own  eye.  Can  we  place  a^ 
confidence  in  such  a  prince?  His  aim  is  to 
not  to  redress*  and  your  excellencies 
is  but  a  continuation  of  lord  North's  conciliatofy 
plan. 

Thus,  while  we  remember  that  lord  NortI 
declared,  on  the  20th  of  February,  1775,  that  hit 
famous  conciliatory  plan  was  rather  calculated  ti 
break  a  Hnk  in  ihe  American  chain  of  union,  than  ti 
give  satbfaction  to  the  people:  and  that  tbe 
else  of  the  right  of  taxing  every  part  of  tSie 
dominions  must  by  no  mean*  be  given  up:  thai 
lord  Mansfield,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bll 
declaring  war  against  the  united  colonies,  aflirAO 
that  he  did  not  eontider  toho  wat  originally  in  tfei 
wrong,  they  were  now  to  consider  only  where  tb^ 
were,  and  the  justice  of  the  caute  must  now  give  wli- 
to  their  present  situation:  when  we  consider  tfa( 
king  of  Great  Britain's  speech  to  the  parlUm^ 
on  the  last  of  NoTember,  and  the  commons  addres 
and  his  answer  on  the  7th  of  December,  1774 — %h 
commons  address  of  tbe  9th  of  February,  1775,  an 
the  royal  answer:  and  the  speech  from  the  thron 
at  the  last  opening  of  the  parliament,  October  th 
26th,  1775 —all  declaring  an  unalterable  purpose  X 
maintain  ihe  tupreme  authority  of  'hat  legis1atur< 
over  all  the  dominions  of  the  crown — in  otbi 
words,  their  unalterable  purpose,  to  ai^fo  vs  i: 
ALL  cAsis  wbatsoxvir:  wheu  we  see  your  hostil 
array  and  operations,  in  consequence  of  thos 
declarations:  I  say,  when  we  consider  these  fAtii^. 
we  can  be  at  no  loss  to  form  a  just  idea  of  the  intei 
tions  of  your  king;  or  to  conceive  what  your  excel 
lencies  mean,  by  "the  true  principles  of  the  coi 
stilution."  Nor  are  we  to  be  caught  by  any  allun 
ments  your  excellencies  may  throw  out — you  coa 
fess,  and  we  know  that  you,  as  commissieners,  hav 
not  any  power  to  negociate  and  determine  an 
thing. 

But,  unanswerable  as  the  reasons  are  againi 
America  returning  to  a  subjection  under  the  Br 
tish  crown,  now  in  fact  become  despotic — and  Am 
rica,  after  unheard  of  injuries,  infinite  toil,  haznT' 
and  expense,  her  inhabitants  called  covfordt  b 
your  masters  servants,  civil  and  military,  harini 
leclared  herself  independent — did  not  your  exoel 
lencies  feel  a  little  for  our  honor^  when  yoa  at  lh< 
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ket't  of  your  armies,  held  out  to  ui,  mbjectiim  and  i  but  I  love  tlie  memory  of  Uie  men,  and  it  is  my 


/focf/  -  Did  not  you  feel  the  dignity  of  your  c'.iarac 
ten  sffected  when  you,  under  the  guise  of  a  security 
upon  the  true  principles  of  the  constitution,  recom 
iwik/u>  'Uhc  inhabiUnts  at  large"  to  rescind  their 
decree,  and  bt  tueib  own  Motrms  declare  them- 
lelfea  the  most  contemptible  people  in  history,  which 
gives  no  example  of  such  basenew'— rbk»«r  their 
name  a  term  of  reproach  among  all  nations— and 


hope,  that  the  afiection  which  I  feel,  will  be  to  me 
instead  of  genius,  and  give  me  warm  words  to  ad- 
vance their  praises. 

I  conceive  it  as  the  first-  honor  of  these  men 
that,  before  tliey  engaged  in  the  war,  they  saw  it  to 
be  just  and  necessary.  They  were  not  the  vassals 
of  a  proud  chieftain  rousing  theiii,  in  barbarous 
times,  by  tl>e  blind  impulse  of  attachment  to  hit 


lOEBis  fflcA  9/Aer  from  pUcing  any,  the  least  degree  family,  or  engaging  them  to  espouse  his  quarrel. 


of  confidence  in,  and  all  foreign  ttatee  from  paying 
till  leist  degree  of  credit  to,   their  moot  solemn 
^farationsf    In  short,  to  submit  to  a  government 
abandoned  to  corruption,  lost  to  a  sense  of  justice, 
»d  already  but  a  step  behind  absolute  despotism 
••4  government  that  has  long  been  and  ever  must 
be  jealous  of  our  rise,  and  studious  to  depress  our 
natural  growth/-  Did  not  your  excellencies  blush 
and  tkrink  within  yourselves,  when  you  asked  men, 
vho  had  been  almost  ruined  by  your  gracious  mas- 
ter, to  abandon  the  honorable  und  natural  station 
of  independence,  and  stoop  to  kiss  Ids  hand,  now 
4ailjf  sarTHED  in,  and  which  ever  must  continue 
ihmedby  the  blood  of  a  friend!  a  brother!  a  son!  a 
fither! 

That  your  excellencies  may  "reflect  seriously*' 
vpon  "the  unjust  cause  in  which  you  are  engaged;" 
ud  that  the  name  of  Hows  may  be  enrolled  with 
thenames  of  MaRlborouoh  and  Efj isoham,  are  the 
^hes  of. 


South  Carolina, 
.  ChaHetton,  October  22,  1776. 


A  C\UOLlNIAN.» 


An  Eulogiuni 


^  the  brave  men  who  have  fallen  in  the  contest 

.  vith  Great  Britain:   Delivered  by  judge  Bbac- 

CESBiDGE,  on  Monday,  July  5,  17r9,  before  a 

numerous  and  respectable  assembly  of  citizens 

and  foreigners,  in  the  German  Calvinist  churchy 

PliUadelphia. 

Hcroci  fhM»  arose; 
Who,  seorninip  coward  ■elf.  for  othen  liv^d, 
ToUM  lor  thdr  eaie,  aod  for  their  utety  tiled. 

Tiiuxsosr. 

It  is  the  high  reward  of  those  who  have  risked 
tbeir  lives  in  a  just  and  necessary  war,f  that  their 
naines  are  sweet  in  the  mouths  of  men,  and  every 
ip  shall  know  their  actions.  I  am  happy  in  hav- 
ia;  It  in  my  power,  before  a  polite  assembly,  to 
express  what  I  think  of  those  who  have  risked 
tkeir  lives  in  the  war  of  America.  I  know  my 
tbiUties  rise  not  to  a  level  with  so  great  a  subject, 


by  the  music  and  entertainment  of  his  hall.    They 
were  themselves  the  chieftains  of  their  own  cause, 
highly  instructed  in  the  nature  of  it,  and  from  the 
best  principles  of  patriotism,  resolute  in  defence. 
They  had  heard  the  declaration  of  the  court  and 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  claiming  the  authority 
of  binding  them  in  all  cases  whatsoever.    They 
had  examined  this  claim,  and  found  it  to  be,  as 
to  its  foundation,  groundless;   as  to  its  nature, 
tyrannical,  and  in  its  consequences,  ruinous  to  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  both  co^mlries.    On  this 
clear  apprehension  and  decided  judgment  of  the 
cause,  ascertained  by  their  own  reason,  and  col- 
lected from  the  best  writers,  it  was  the  noble  pur- 
pose of  their  minds  to  stand  forth  and  assert  it, 
at  the  expense  of  fortune,  and  the  hazard  of  their 
lives. 

These  brave  men  were  not  soldiers  by  profes- 
sion, bred  to  arms,  and  from  a  habit  of  military 
life  attached  to  it.    They  were  men  in  the  easy 
walks  of  life;  mechanics  of  the  city,  merchants  of 
the  counting  house,  youths  engaged  in  the  literary 
studies,  and  husbandmen,  peaceful  cultivators  of 
the  soil.    Happy  in  the  sociability  and  conversa- 
tion of  the  town,  the  simplicity  and  innocencee  of 
the  country  village,  or  the  philosophic  ease  of 
academic  leisure,  and  the  sweets  of  ruiral  life,  they 
wished  not  a  change  of  thfise  scenes  of  pleasure, 
for  the  dangers  and  calamities  of  war.    It  was  the 
pure  love  of  virtue  and  of  freedom,  burning  brigtit 
within  their  minds,  tliat  alone  could  engage  them 
to  esnbark  in  an  undertaking  of  so  bold  and  perilous 
a  nature. 


•"Judge  Drayton."' -EoiTom, 
tTiCiUfii^ 


These  brave  men  were  not  unacquainted  with 
the  circumstances  of  their  situation,  and  their  un- 
prepared state  of  war.  Not  a  bayonet  was  anvilled 
out,  not  a  fire-arm  was  in  their  possession.  No 
redoubt  was  cast  up  to  secure  the  city,  no  fort  was 
erected  to  resist  invasion,  no  g^n  mounted  on  the 
battery,  and  no  vessel  launched  upon  the  stream. 


The  power  of  Britain,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
well  known,  and  by  the  lightning  of  her  orators, 
in  a  thousand  writings  and  harADguesj  bad  been 
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thrown,  in  full  force,  upon  their  mindn.  They  were 
iau£^t  to  believe  her,  (what  indeed  she  was)  old 
in  arts  and  in  arnu,  and  enricheil  with  the  spoils 
of  a  thousand  victories.  Embraced  with  the  ocean 
as  her  favorite,  her  commerce  was  extensive,  and 
she  sent  her  ships  to  every  sea.    Abounding  in 


vmced  with  a  slow  and  suspicious  steD  upon  III 
hostile  territory.  War  is  again  arisen,  and  it  ki 
bf*en  faii^pht  from  spring  to  autumn,  and  ftw 
Hut'jmn  to  spring,  through  the  heat  of  summer  sn 
the  inclemencies  of  winter,  with  unabated  arda 
and  tmshaken  perseverance.    What  tract  of  cotti 


men,  her  armies  were  in  fiiU  force,  her  fleets  were  i  try  has  not  been  laarked  with  the  vestiges  of  wai 
completely  manned,  her  di:icipline  was  regular,  and  \  What  ground  has  not  been  cut  with  trer.ehes?- 
xhe  spirit  of  her  enterprize,  by  sea  and  laud,  bad, '  What  hill  has  not  been  c^ivered  witli  redoubta?- 


in  most  cases,  insured  her  successes. 


What  plain  has  not  been  made  the  scene  of  tl 


The  idea  of  resistance  to  the  power  of  Britaia  engagement?    What  soil  of  our  whole  eartU  hi 

was  indeed  great-but  the  mighty  soul   of  the  ^^  ^^^"^  '^^^  "^''^^  ^^' 

These  have  been  the  toils  of  the  heroes  of  « 


patriot  drank  it  in,  and,  like  the  eagle  on  the  moun 
tain  top,  collected  magnanimity  from  the  very  pros 


army;  but  the  brave  men  whom  we  this  day  cell 


pect  of  the  height  from  which  he  meant  to  soar:  I  ^''***»  ^^""^  »^^«^  ^«  ^»'«*"  ^*»*»  ^»»*  ^<«»  ^«'  *^^ 
Like  the  steed  who  swallows  the  distant  ground  JTh^J  h^^^e  fallen  in  the  contest:    These  of  thei 


with  his  fierceness,*  he  attempts  the  career,  and 
poured  himself  upon  the  race. 

The  patriot  quits  his  easy  independent  walk  of 
life,  his  shop,  his  farm,  his  office  and  bis  counting 
Louse,  and  with  every  hope  and  every  anxious 
thought,  prepares  himself  for  war.  The  materials 
of  gun  powder  are  extracted  from  the  earths  the 
bayonet  is  anvilled  out;  the  fire-arm  is  manufactur- 
ed in  the  shop;  the  m:tnual  exercise  is  taught;  the 
^ompany  is  formed  in  battalion;  the  battalion  is 
instructed  to  manoeuvre  on  the  field;  the  brigade  is 
drawn  forth;  and  the  standard  of  defiance  is  planted 
on  the  soil. 

Shall  I  mention  the  clrcumstancea  of  the  day 
when  the  sword  was  drawn,  and  the  first  blood  was 
shed;  and  shall  I  trace  the  progress  of  the  war  in 
the  course  of  five  campaigns?  The  nsrration  would 
require  the  space  of  an  entire  day:  I  can  mention 
but  the  sum  of  things;  and  only  tell  you,  that  the 
iJUtMd  of  the  foe  has  been  sustained  upon  the  plain, 
and  the  forward  and  impetuous  bands  have  been 
driven  over  the  disdaining  ground  which  they  had 
measured  in  advance.  The  hill  has  been  defended, 
and  the  repulsed  and  rallying  foe  has  been  taught 


in  the  long  and  laborious  march:  These  by  tb 
fever  of  the  camp:  These  have  fallen  when,  ai 
vancing  on  the  enemy,  they  have  received  tl 
beyonet  in  their  breast;  or  high  in  hope,  and  tnnoi 
of  victory,  they  have  dropt  by  the  cannon  or  tl 
musket  ball. 

For  what  cause  did  these  brave  men  aacrifii 
their  lives?  For  that  cause  which,  in  all  age 
has  engaged  the  hopes,  the  wishes,  and  endeaTO 
of  the  breast  of  men — the  cause  of  liberty,  LaaxBT 
thou  art  indeed  valuable;  the  source  of  all  that 
good  and  great  upon  the  earth! -For  thee,  tl 
patriot  of  America  has  drawn  his  sword^  and  li 
fought  and  has  fallen. 

What  was  in  our  power  we  have  done  with  r 
gard  to  the  bodies  of  these  men;  we  have  pal 
them  military  honors;  we  have  placed  them  in  the 
native  earth;  and  it  is  with  veneration  that  we  y 
view  their  tombs  upon  the  furzy  glade,  or  on  tl 
distant  hill.  Ask  me  not  the  names  of  theae.  Tl 
muses  shall  tell  you  of  them,  and  the  bards  aha 
woo*  them  to  their  sons.  The  verse  which  aha 
be  so  happy  as  to  embrace  the  name  of  one  of  thei 
shall  be  immortal.  The  names  of  these  shAll  I 
read  with  these  of  PelopidAS,  E;)aminondas,    ai 


tounderstand,th%tthevalorof  America  was  worthy!  the  worthies  of  the  world.    Posterity  shall  quo 


vf  the  cause  which  her  freemen  have  espoused.  The 
wilderness  has  been  surmounted  in  the  march.  I- 
has  been  fought,  foot  to  foot,  and  point  to  point, 
in  skirmishes,  and  night  surprises,  and  in  pitched 
battles,  with  alternate  hope  and  dubious  success. 
The  enemy,  beaten  in  one  state  has  retired  to  a 
second,  and  beaten  in  the  second,  he  has  returned 
to  the  first;  beaten  in  every  state  he  has  sought  the 
water,  and  like  a  sea  monster  rolling  to  the  deep. 
Las  washedhis  wounds  in  the  brine  of  ocean.  Kising 
from  the  ocean  he  has  sought  the  land,  and  ad- 

''Book  of  Job. 


them  for  parallels,  and  for  examples.  \Vhen  th( 
mean  to  dress  the  hero  with  the  fairest  praise 
they  shall  say  he  was  gallant  and  distin^nii  shed 
his  early  fall,  as  Warren;  prudeat  and  intrepid 
Montgomery,  faithful  and  generous  as  Macpherao 
he  fell  in  the  bold  and  resolute  advance,  like  Haal 
and  like  Mercer;  he  saw  the  honor  which  his  val 
had  acquired,  and  fainted  in  the  arms  of  victor 
like  Herkimer:  having  gallantly  repulstd  the  fo 
he  fiell  covered  with  wounds,  in  his  old  age,  111 
Wooater. 

•pano. 
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nrhe  nani<*9  of  these  braf  e  men  shall  be  read; 
and  the  eartSi  shall  be  sensible  of  praise  where 
iBt^elr  bodies  are  deposited.  Hill  of  fiostpn/  where 
the   God  of  arms  g^ave  uncommon  valor  to  the 
psitriot!    Here  the  muses  shall  observe  the  night, 
mnd  bjmn  heroic  acts,  and  trim  their  lighted  lamps 
to  the  dawn  of  morning:  The  little  biibbling  mystic 
brook»  shall  bear  the  melody,  and  stealing  with  a 
silver  ibot,  shall  tell  it  to  the  ocean.    Hills  within 
prospect  of  the  York  city,  where  the  enemy,  rejoic- 
ing at  his  early  strength,  adventured  and  fought, 
tr  where,  refusing  the  engagement  he  fled,  with 
preci'.Htation  to  his  #hip&!    On  you  the  tomb  of  the 
hero  is  beheld,  and  fancy  walking  round  covers  it 
vHh  shades.    Grounds  in  the  neiprbborhood  of  this 
dty,f  where  the  foreigner  shall  enquire  the  6e1d 
of  battle,  and  the  citizen  shall  say  with  conscious 
pcide,  as  if  the  honor  was  his  own,  this  is  the  tomb 
of  Witherspoon;  that  is  the  g<-ound  where  Nmsh 
feU!  Flaias  washed  by  the  Ashley  and  Cooper,  and 
Vdorethe  walls  of  Charlestownl^Here  has  the  hero 
Mlm,  or  rather  he  has  risen  to  eternal  honor,  and 
Im  birth  place  shall  be  immortal.    His  fame,  like 
ifMtil  lamp*  is  lighted  up:    It  shall  bum,  with 
^  vorld  for  its  temple — and  the  fair  assemblies  of 
tbe  ^tfth  shall  trim  it  with  their  praise. 

Hifiog  paid  that  respect  to  the  memory  of  these 
Ma,  wbidi  the  annual  return  of  this  day  demanded, 
it  remains  that  we  soothe  the  grief  of  those  who 
Wre  bcca  deprived  of  a  father,  bereaved  of  a  son, 
•  vho  have  lost  a  brother,  a  husband  or  a  lover 
■  Ike  contest.  Fathers,  whose  heroic  sons  have 
offered  «p  their  lives  in  the  contest;  it  is  yours  to 
feeolket,  that  their  lives  were  given  them  for  the 
tmiee  of  their  country.  Fathers!  dismiss  every 
Aide  of  grief;  you  are  happy  in  having  been  the 
Pnfcmtor  of  him  who  is  written  with  the  heroes  of 
■■eottntry. 

loBs!  whose  heroic  fathers  have  early  left  yoo, 
■dii  the  conflict  of  the  war,  have  mixed  with 
'(parted  heroes;  be  congratulated  on  the  fair 
UMritanee  of  fam$  which  you  are  entitled  to 
pvicss.  If  it  is  at  all  lawful  to  array  ourselves 
^  borrotred  honor,  surely  it  is  best  drawn  firom 
^^9u  who  have  acted  a  distinguished  part  in  the 
service  of  their  country.  If  it  is  at  all  consistent 
*Hk  the  feelings  of  philosophy  and  reason  to  boast 
of  fiscal  glory,  surely  it  is  most  allowable  in  those 
*ko  boast  of  it  as  flowing  from  such  source.  We 
'oipise  iht  uninstnicted  mind  of  that  man  who 
ito  obtrude  upon  our  ears  the  ideas  of  a  vain 


ancestral  honor;  but  we  love  the  youtli,  and  trans- 
fer to  him  the  reputation  of  his  father,  who,  when 
the  rich  and  haughty  citizen  shidl  fVown  upon  him 
as  ignobly  descended,  shall  aay,*'I  had  a  father  who 
haa  fallen  in  the  service  of  his  country." 

When  after  times  shall  speak  of  those  who  have 
risen  to  renown,  I  will  charge  it  to  the  gulden 
winged  and  silver  tongued  bards,  that  they  recol- 
lect and  set  in  order  eirery  circumstance)  the 
causes  of  the  war;  early  and  just  exertions*  the 
toils,  haaardous  achietemonts,  noble  resolution, 
unshaken  perseverance  unabated  ardors  bop^  in 
the  worst  of  times,  triuniphs  of  victory;  humanity 
to  an  enemy:  All  these  will  I  charge  it,  that  they 
recollect  and  set  in  order,  and  give  them  bright 
and  unsullied  to  the  coming  ages.  The  bards  I 
know  will  hear  me,  and  you,  my  gallant  country- , 
men,  shall  go  down  to  posterity  with  exceeding 
honor.  Tour  fiime  shall  ascend  on  the  current  of 
the  stream  of  time:  It  shall  play  with  the  breeze^ 
of  the  morning.  Men  at  rest,  in  the  cool  age  of 
life^  from  the  fury  of  a  thousand  wars  finished  by 
their  fathers,  shall  observe  the  spreading  ensign. 
They  shall  hail  it,  as  it  waves  with  variegated 
glories;  and  feeling  alt  the  warm  rapture  of  the 
heart,  shall  give  their  plaudit  fhom  the  shores. 


*Bwker»s  hill, 
fllilladelphta. 
16. 


Creorge  Maaon^  of  Virginia. 

Ma.  NiLSS, 

Sir:  Theemancipationof  the  states  of  North  Ame- 
rica, must  ever  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  me. 
morable  events  recorded  in  the  annals  of  the  human 
race.  The  revolutions,  which  have  embroiled  and 
desolated  thejgreat  nations  from  which  they  sprang, 
are  acknowledged  to  have  received  their  first  im* 
pulse  from  the  principles  and  events  of  the  Ameri- 
can struggle.  The  grave  has  closed  upon  a  great 
miijority  of  the  leaders  hi  the  American  revolution; 
and  the  characters  of  the  founders  of  our  indepen- 
dence and  freedom  are  beginning  to  be  contem- 
plated  with  the  severe  impartiality  of  a  distant  pos« 
terity.  The  paasions  which  buoyed,  annoye ),  or 
infested  their  individual  fame  have  subsided  Each 
is  receiving  a  settled  and  mellow  lustre;  and  a  just 
judgment  is  already  busily  engaged  in  as«ig' ing 
the  degree  of  estimation  and  respect  which  a  grate- 
ful posterity  should  continue  to  render  to  tiie  me 
mory  of  each  of  those  whose  efforts  have  obtained 
so  many  blessings  and  such  everlas  m  g  |ftt>ry  for  this 
nation. 

Among  the  conductors  of  those  important  events, 
the  name  of  Gewrg^  J^iatfi,  must  a'.w  ys  hold  a 
distinguished  place.    An  exhibition  of  charatter. 
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in  4  public  BtatiM,  may  be  calculated  to  give  an  jto  icU  him  of  his  political  opinionf  and  principle 
impression  of  the  profcandest  respect;  but.  the  sin.  [and  to  sp^ak  of  the  sentimenU,  fcelingt,  and  pn 
ccrest,  and  beat  iiflVctions  of  the  heart  ran  only  be  Ibable  fortunes  of  his  country.  This  letter,  whia 
won  by  those  trails,  which  are  developed  when  the  is  so  highly  honorable  (o  its  author,  furnishes  OMI 
indiviiual  has  been  divested  of  the  imposing  forms  '  elusive  proof,  that  all  the  diitft,  as  well  mifitarmm 
and  cirumsUnces  of  place  and  ofBce.  It  is  for  civil,  were  guided  and  controuled  by  the  people 
these  reasons,  as  well  as  for  the  rays  of  light  which  and  bears  ample  testimony  to  their  virtue  and  fM 
they  shed  upon  the  most  interesting  portion  of  the  glory. 

history  of  our  country,  that  I  send  you  the  follow-       u-.  —  •        -. 

'  ^  ^  "  He  was  a  member  of  the  convention  which  form 


iDg  papers. 

Getfr^e  Maton,  their  author,  was  an  independent 


ed  the  present  constitution  of  the  United  Stmtea 
and  appears  to  have  been  deeply,  and  sincerely  im 


planter,  i-esiicut  in  Fairfax  county,  Virginia,  his  P*'^**^  with  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking 
native   sUte,   when  the   revolution   commenced.  ^'^  ^'*»  afterwards  a  member  of  the  convention  tA 


He  was  a  man  endowed  by  nature  with  a  vigor 
ous  understanding,  which  had   been  well  culti- 
vated by  a  liberal   education.    He  was  a  sound 
eonsiitutional  lawyer,  although  he  had  not  prac- 
tised or  been  bred  to  the  profession.    His  mind 
had,  evidently,  been  well  stored  from  the  best  po- 
litical writers  of  his  time.    In  temperament  he  was, 
like  the  younger  Cato,  constitutionally  stem,  firm, 
and  honest;  and  in  all  the  affairs  oFlife,  in  whidi 
he  was  engaged,  as  well  private  as  public,  he  was 
habitually,  minutely,  and  critically  clear,  punctual, 
ezict,  and  particular.    He  was  a  member  of  the 
first  conventions  and  assemblies  elected  by  the  peo* 
pie  independently  of  the  colonial  authorities.    He 
chose  and  valued  most,  the  station  of  a  representa- 
tive of  the  people;  because  he  thought  it  most  ho- 
norable, and  one  where  he  could  be  most  useful; 
nor  did  he  ever  consent  to  accept  of  any  other,  but 
once,  when  he  acted  as  a  commissioner  to  adjust 
the  navigation  and  bouadary,  between  Maryland 
and  Virginia.     He  was  a  man  of  the  people  in  spi 
rit  and  in  truth;  and  every  act  of  his  life  incontes 
tibly  evinces,  that  in  their  cause  he  never  once,  or 
for  a  single  moment,  trembled,  hesitated  or  wa- 
vered. 

M-.ny  intell;gent  foreigners,  and  some  of  our  o^  n 
conn  try  men,  whose  judgmentshsve  been  confused  or 
pervfr\ed  by  aristocratic  principles,  entertain  a  be- 
lief, und  propagate  the  opinion,  that  our  liberties 
were  p;  i'icipally  established  by  the  integrity,  wis 
do.n»  and  forbearance  of  our  military  leadtra.    To 


Virginia  by  which  it  was  ratified,  which  he  actively 
and  firmly  opposed,  without  previous  amend  menu. 
He  was  a  most  decided  enemy  to  all  cotutrtteUm 
and  impHeti  powers.    And  it  is  remarkable,  that  he 
was  the  author  of  some,  and  the  warm  advocate  of 
every  amendment  since  made  to  it.    His  friend 
and  coadjutor,  the  illustrious  Ifenry,  poured  forth 
the  boundless  v.'ealih  of  his  impassioned  eloquence 
in  opposition;  he  charmed,  enchanted,  or  won  oTCt 
many  of  his  auditors  to  withhold  their  assent  fWmi 
the  proposed  plan  of  government    But,  when  Ma* 
ton  spoke,  he  seemed  to  cite  his  hearers  aeverallj 
to  the  bar  of  reaaon  and  truth,  and  imperatively  to 
demand  of  them  to  produce  the  reasons  and  grotmds 
upon  which  they  proposed  to  tolerate  the  prmiciooi 
principles  he  denounced,     /ffnry  delighted,  asto- 
riished,  and  captivatecl.    Mason  stirred  the  house, 
and  challenged  every  friend  of  the  new  constitu- 
tion to  stand  forth;  at  the  same  time,  that  he  made 
them  feel,  they  would  have  to  meet  an  antagonist 
whom  it  was  difficult  to  vanquish,  and  impos«ible 
to  put  to  flight;  such  was  the  clear,  condensed,  and 
dauntless  vigor  he  displayed. 

George  Maton  was  a  member  of  that  convention 
of  Virginia,  which,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  May 
1776,  declared  that  state  independent  and  formed 
the  constitution  by  which  it  is  still  governed.  And 
to  him  belongs  the  honor  of  having  draughted  the 
first  declaration  of  rights  ever  adopted  in  Ame* 
rica,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy.  The  few 
alterations  made  by  the  convention,  which  adopted 


stich  it  will  be  particuhirly  instructive  to  attend    '^  unanimously  on  the  twelfth  day  of  June,  17715, 

_  _._ «a«.  ^.  __ 


to»licf:rst  of  the  following  letters  fro.nn  this  veoe 
rahle  patriot;  written  at  a  time,  and  under  circum- 
stances frirgularly  impressive  and  aff.  cting.  In  « 
ripe  old  age,  chastened  by  experience,  when  the 
hai.d  of  P  -ovidence  had  visited  his  household  with 
64C11  ai>  tetHiction  as  to  induce  him  to  desire  no  more 
the  return  of  hilarity  to  his  heart,  he  seaU  him- 
self in  Uif  closet  to  unbosom  himself  to  his  friend; 


and  made  it  a  part  of  the  constitution  of  Virginia, 
where  it  yet  remains,  are  noted.  This  declaration 
contains  principles  more  extensive,  and  much  more 
perspicuously  expressed  than  any  then  to  be  found 
in  the  supposed  analogous  instruments  of  any  other 
age  or  country. 

The  English  magna  charta  was,  strictly  speak- 
iag,  a  contract  beiween  aa  assemblage  of  feudal 
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ns 


Ms  and  t  king,  not  a  declaration  of  the  rights  of 
Mn,  and  the  fundamenttl  principles  on  which  all 
jOTcnmcnt  should  rost.  *<Ic  was  not  so  much 
their  intention  to  secure  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
pie  at  large,  as  to  establish  the  privileges  of  a  few 
indifiduals.  A  great  tyrant  on  the  one  aide,  and 
a  tet  of  petty  tyranU  on  the  other,  seem  to  have 
difided  the  kingdom;  and  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  disregarded  and  oppressed  on  all  hands, 
vere  beholden  for  any  privileges  bestowed  upon 
them,  to  the  jealousy  of  their  masters;  who,  by  li- 
■itiag  the  authority  of  each  other  over  their  de- 
petMients,  produced  a  reciprocal  dimunition  of  their 
power." 

The  articles  drawn  up  by  the  Spanish  junta,  in 
the  year  1522,  under  the  guidance  of  the  celebrat- 
ed Pidilla,  are  much  more  distinct  and  popular  in 
their  proviaions  than  thoae  of  the  English  magna 
charts.  But,  although  it  is  admitted,  that  the  prin 
cipleiof  liberty  were  ably  defended*  and  better 


charges  his  sons,  on  a  father's  blessing,  to  be  true 
fo  freedom  and  their  country.  He  was  indeed  .ind 
in  truth,  one  of  the  fathers  of  this  nation.  Tr  ere* 
f'>re,  let  every  son  of  free  Arnerica,  as  he  enters 
upon  the  busy  scenes  of  life,  hear  and  solemnly  be* 
.seech  Heaven  to  fortify  him  in  the  tuithful  observ- 
ance of  this  sacred  charge  of  one  of  the  most  wor- 
thy fathers  of  this  country. 

DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS. 

C Copy  9/ thi  fir%t  draught  b^  George  Ma9on, J 
A  declaration  of  rights  made,  by  the  representa* 
tives  of  the  good  people  of  Virgliiia,  assembled 
in  full  and  free  convention;  which  rights  do  per- 
tain 10  them  and  their  posterity,  as  the  basii  and 
foundation  of  government. 

1.  That  all  men  are  n-tfc/«(/ equally  free  and  in- 
dependent, andhavecertain  inherent  natiirttl  riglits, 
of  which,  ihey  cannot,  by  any  compac*,  deprive,  or 
divest  iheir  posterity;  (a)  among v/n'ch  are  the  enjoy- 


mdentood,  at  that  Ume  in  Spain,  than  they  wereh^n^o^  >»^«  "^"^  liberty,  with  the  means  of  acqair 


ftr  more  than  a  century  afler,  in  England,  the 
pover  of  Charles  5tb  proved  to  be  irreaistable,  the 
people  &iled  in  their  attempt  to  bridle  his  prero- 
(ttiTe,  and  their  liberties  were  finally  crushed. 

The  &mous  English  bill  of  rights,  sanctioned  by 
WiUiam  and  Mary  on  their  ascending  the  throne, 
«hI  which,  under  the  name  of  the  petition  of  rights, 
appears  to  have  been  projected  many  years  before 
^  that  profound  lawyer,  sir  Edward  Coke,  like 
■Hnacfaarta,  and  the  articles  of  the  Spanish  jun- 
^ii  a  contract  with  nobility  and  royalty,  a  com- 
promise with  despotism,  in  which  the  voice  of  the 
people  is  heard  in  a  tone  of  disturbed  supplication 
ttd  prayer.    But  in  this  declaration  of  Maton*; 
*M  seems  to  stand  erect  in  all  the  majesty  of  his 
■ttnre^to  assert  the  inalienable  rights  and  equali 
^  with  which  he  has  been  endowed  by  his  Creator, 
ttd  to  declare  the  fundamental  piinciplea  by  which 
*U  mlers  should  be  contronled,  and  on  which  all 
S^enmenls  should  rest.    The  contrast  is  striking, 
^  difference  prodigious.    And  when  I  read,  at  the 
ftotof  this  curious  original,  the  assertion  of  its  au- 
^«  that  <*This  DecUration  of  Rights  was  the  firat  in 
'Series;"  I  aee  a  manly  mind  indulging  its  feel- 
^  under  a  consciousness  of  having  done  art  uci 
'^penaanently  and  extensively  useful.    And  what 
deling  caa  be  so  exqtiisitely  delightful?  what  pride 
•we  truly  virtuous  and  noble? 


ing  and  possessing  property,  a  d  pursuing  and  ob- 
taining happpiness  and  safety. 

2.  That  all  power  is  by  God  and  nniure  vtaXtd  in 
and  consequently  derived  from  the  people;  that 
magistrates  are  theirtrustees  and  servants,  and*  at 
all  times  amenable  to  them. 


The  principles  of  liberty  filled  and  warmed  the 
"••om  of  thi<  venerable  pniriot  in  that  last  hour, 
•Wh  is  an  awful,  and  an  honest   one  to  us  all;   it 
^  lul  will,  he  spckks  in  his  d>ing  hour,  antl 


3.  That  government  is,  or  ought  to  be,  instituted 
for  the  common  benefit,  protection  and  security  of 
the  people,  nation,  or  community.  Of  all  the  w 
rious  modes  and  forms  of  government,  thxt  is  besr, 
which  is  capable  of  producing  the  greatest  det^r^e 
of  happiness  and  safety,  and  is  most  effectual  /  se- 
cured against  the  danger  of  mal-administratio  j,  and 
that  whenever  any  govern. nent  shall  be  fov  td  in- 
adequate or  contrary  to  these  purposes,  a  f  uj:>rity 
of  ihe  community  hath  an  indubitable,  unalienable, 
and  indefeasible  right,  to  reform,  alter,  or  aboiis^i 
it,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  judged  lacai  coudu- 
cive  lo  the  public  weal. 

4.  That  no  man,  or  set  of  men,  are  ofiiitled  to  ex- 
clusive or  separate  emoluments  or  ^mvileges  from 
the  community,  but  in  consideratiijti  of  public  kct- 
vices;  which  not  being  descendible,  neither  ought 
ihe  oiKces  of  magistrate,  legisla"  or,  or  judge,  to 
be  hereditary. 

5.  That  the  legislative  and  executive  powers  of 
the  state  should  be  separate  sud  distinct  from  tS.^ 
judioiaf;  and  that  the  membfTi's  of  the  two  iii^i  m.y 
be  restrained  from  oppression,  by  fceiinj;  and  par- 
ticipating the  burthens  of  tiie  people,  '.he>  should, 
it  fixed  periods,  be  red*tced  to  a  private  si^'oon, 
and  return  unto  that  bod)'  from  which  they  were 


lU 
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ori^^inally  taken,  aod  the  ▼tcanclet  be  supplied  by 
frequent,  certain  and  regular  eleetiont;  (a)—- 

6.  That  elections  of  members,  to  senrt  ai  re* 
prescntatives  of  the  people  in  the  legislature^  ought 
to  be  free,  and  that  all  men  haring  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  permanent  common  interest  with,  and  at- 
tachment to  the  community,  hare  the  right  of  suff- 
rage} and  cannot  be  taxed,  or  deprived  of  their 
lyoperty  for  public  uses,  without  their  own  coo- 
sent,  or  that  of  their  representatives  so  elected,  nor 
bound  by  any  law  to  which  they  have  not,  in  like 
manner,  assented  for  the  C9wm9n  good. 

7.  That  all  power  of  suspending  laws,  or  the 
execution  of  laws,  by  any  authority,  without  con- 
sent of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  is  inju* 
riotts  to  their  nghts,  and  ought  not  to  be  exer- 
cised. 

8.  That  in  all  capital  or  criminal  prosecutions,  a 
nan  hath  a  right  to  demand  the  cause  and  nature 
of  hb  accusation,  to  be  confronted  with  the  ac- 
cusers snd  witnesses,  to  call  lor  evidence  in  his  fa- 
vor, and  to  a  speedy  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of 
his  vicinage,  without  whose  unanimous  consent  he 
cannot  be  found  guilty,  nor  can  he  be  compelled 
to  give  evidence  against  himself;  and  that  no  man 
be  deprived  of  his  liberty,  except  by  the  law  of 
the  land,  or  the  j*t<1gment  of  his  peers. 

9.  That  excessive  bail  ought  not  to  be  required, 
n^r  excessive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual 
punishments  inflicted. 

10.  (This  article  was  inserted  by  the  conven. 
timi.) 

11  That  in  controversies  respecting  property, 
and  in  suits  between  man  and  man,  the  ancient  trial 
by  jury  ii  preferable  to  any  other,  and  ought  to  be 
held  sacrsi. 

I  13.  That  the  freedom  gf  the  press  is  one  of  the 
great  bulwarks  of  liberty,  and  can  never  be  re- 
strained but  b;r  despotic  governments. 

13.  That  a  %'ell  regulated  militia,  composed  of 
the  body  of  the  people  trained  to  arms,  is  the  pro- 
per, natural,  and  safe  defence  of  a  free  statei  that 
standing  armies  'v^  time  of  peace,  should  be  avoid- 
ed, as  dangerous  to  liberty;  and  that,  in  ail  cases, 
the  military  should  be  under  strict  subordination 
to,  and  governed  by  the  civil  power. 

14  (This  article  alfto  was  inserted  by  the  con- 
vention.) 


fhigality  and  virtue,  and  by  frequent  recun 
fundamental  principles.       ^ 

16.  Thst  religion,  or  the  duty  which  we 
our  Creator,  and  the  manner  of  dischargiai 
be  directed  only  by  reason  and  convictioiia 
force  or  violence,  and,  therefore  that  all  me 
et^*y  thefuUett  toleration  in  the  exerdee  of 
according  to  the  dictateo  of  conocience,  w/ 
and  unreatrained  by  the  magistrate f  unleoo  wu 
^TcHgion^any  man  disturb  the  peace,  the  ka^ 
tr  the  safety  of  society:  And  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  all  to  practise  Christian  fbrbearanc 
and  charity  towards  each  other. 

"7^  declaration  of  rights  vas  the  first  \ 
rieui  it  received  few  alterations  or  addi 
the  Virginia  convention,  (some  of  them  no^ 
better,)  and  was  afterwards  closely  imitatei 
other  United  Sutes.'* 

The  foregoing  was  copied  verbatim  fr 
original,  in  the  hand  writing  of  the  autiM 
George  Mason,  of  Virginia,  left  in  the  poi 
of  his^son,  gen.  John  Mason,  of  Georgeto' 
•rder  to  fiiicilitate  the  comparison  of  it  wi 
which  was  adopted  by  the  convention,  and 
in  force,  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  nun 
articles  as  in  the  adopted  declaration,  omitt 
10th  and  14th  which  were  inserted  entire 
convention;  and  to  place  those  words  ii 
which  were  either  expunged  or  altered,  an 
a  caret  where  others  were  added. 

**  Virginia,  Gunston-HaU,  Oct,  2d, 
Mf  dear  sir, — It  gave  me  great  pleasur 
receipt  of  your  fav^r  of  the  23d  of  April,  { 
Digges)  to  hear  that  you  are  alive  and  wc 
country,  where  you  can  spend  your  time  ag 
not  having  heard  a  word  from  you,  or  of  } 
two  years  before.  I  am  much  obliged,  by  the 
ly  concern  you  take  in  my  domestic  affai 
your  kind  enquiry  after  my  family:  grea< 
tions  have  happened  in  it.  About  four  yc 
I  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  my  wife:  to  y 
knew  her,  and  the  happy  manner  in  which  v 
I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  my  feelingi 
scarce  able  to  bear  the  first  sUoick,  a  depr* 
spirits,  a  settled  melancholy  followed,  firoi 
I  never  expect,  or  desire  to  recover.  I  det 
to  spend  the  remainder  of  my  days  in  priv 
retirement  with  my  children,  from  whose 
alone,  I  could  expect  comfort.    Some  of  tl 


15.  That  no  free  gov^fnment,  or  the  blessing  of 
liberty,  can  be  preserved  to  any  people,  but  by  a  I  now  grown  up  to  men  and  women;  and  1. 1 
firm  adherence  to  jusUce,  moderation,  temperance, |satisfacUoa  to  see  them  free  from  vices,  j 
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IdS 


iwti\,  obliging  and  dutiful:  they  all  ttill  live  with 
Be,indrecnun  single,  except  my  second  daughter, 


son. 


Pennsylvania;  the  first  having  three  branches  of 
legislature,  and  the  last  only  one;  all  the  ether 
•uteB  have  two:  this  difference  has  given  general 
disgust,  and  it  is  probable  an  alteration  will  soon 
tkert  amiable  disposition)  U  mistress  of  my  fami  t  Jlc  place,  to  assimUate  these  to  the  constitutions 
ly.tnd  Tivwgea  my  little  domestic  matters,  with  of  the  other  states.    We  have  laid  our  new  go 


who  is  lately  married  to  my  neighbor—— 

Ify  eldest  daughter  (who  is  blessed  with  her  ao 

fk^Hft  Amiable  dtsDositionl  is  mistress  of  my  fami 


ft  dsfree  of  prudence  far  above  her  years.    My 
eldt«t  son  eigaged  early  in  the  American  cause, 
tnd  vuchosen  en.<ign  of  the  first  n  Icpen^lent  conn- 
ptAj?brcned  in  Virgtaia,  or  indeed  onthecoiti. 
amt;  it  was  coimand'id  by  the  present  g^ier*l 
WwhiQgtoa  as  captain,  ani  consisted  entirely  of 
geaileaen.    In  tie  year  1775,  he  was  appointed  4 
capuin  of  footy  in  one  of  the  first  minute-regiments 
nised  here;  but  was  soon  obliged  to  quit  the  ser- 
%ice,by  a  violent  rheumatic  disorder;  which  ha» 
ibilowed  him  ever  since,  and,  I  believe  will  force 
him  to  try  the  climaie  of  France  or  Italy.    My 
other  ions  have  not  yet  finished  their  education:  as 
toon  IS  they  do,  if  the  war  continues,  th€y  seem 
itroogly  inclined  to  take  an  active  part. 

Is  the  summer  of  75, 1  was,  much  against  my  iii- 
tlioation,  drag'd  out  of  my  retirement,  by  the  peo 
pie  of  my  county  and  sent  a  delegate  to  the  gene- 
nl  convention  at  Rtchmood;  where  I  was  appoint  • 
^taember  of  the  first  committee  of  safety;  and 
i^u  since,  at  different  times,  been  cbosen  a  mem- 
^of  the  privy-council,  and  of  the  American  con- 
fKis;  but  have  constantly  declined  acting  in  any 
vtlier  public  character  than  that  of  an  independent 
Kpretentative  of  the  people,  in  the  house  of  dele- 
litei;  where  I  still  remain,  from  m  consciousness 
sf  being  able  to  do  my  country  more  service  there, 
llu»  Iq  any  other  department,  and  have  ever  since 
devoted  most  of  ,my  time  to  public  business;  to 
l^sao  small  neglect  and  injury  of«my  private 
fiirtQQe:  but  if  I  can  only  live  to  see  the  American 
i*!^  firmly  fixed,  and  free  govemmenu  well  ee- 
^*^bed  in  our  western  world,  and  can  leave  to 
*f  children  but  a  crust  of  bread  and  liberty,  I 


vernment  upon  a  broad  foundation,  and  have  en« 
deavored  to  provide  the  most  effectual  securities 
for  the  essential  rights  of  human  nature,  both  in 
civil  and  religious  liberty;  the  people  become  every 
day  more  and  more  attached  to  it;  and  1  trust  that 
neither  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  nor  the  power 
of  hell  will  be  able  to  prevail  against  it. 

There  never  was  an  idler  or  a  falser  notion,  than 
that  which  the  British  ministry  have  imposed  upon 
tiie  nition,that  this  great  revolution  has  been  the 
work  of  a  faction,  of  a  junto  of  ambitious  meu 
against  the  sense  of  the  people  of  America.    On 
the  contrary,  nothing  has  been  done  without  the 
approbation  of  the  people,  who  have  indeed  qut* 
run  their  leaders;  so  that  no  capital  measure  hath 
been  adopted,  until  they  called  loudly  for  it:  to 
any  one   who  knows   mankind,  there  needs  no 
greater  proof  than  the  cordial  miuiner  in  which 
they  have  co-operated,  and  the  patience  and  per* 
severance  with  which  they  have  struggled  under 
their  sufferings;  which  have  been  greater  than  you» 
at  a  distance  can  conceive,  or  I  describe.    Equally 
fidse  is  the  assertion  that  independence  was  origi- 
nally designed  here:  things  have  gone  such  lengths, 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  moon-shine  to  us,  whether  in* 
dependence  was  at  first  intended,  or  not,  and  there- 
fore we  msy  now  be  believed.    The  truth  is,  we 
have  been  forced  into  it,  as  the  only  means  of  self- 
preservation,  to  guard  our  country  and  posterity 
from  the  greatest  of  all  evils,  such  another  infernal 
government  (if  it  deserves  the  name  of  govern- 
ment) as  the  provinces  groaned  under,  in  the  latter 
ages  of  the  Roman  commonwealth.    To  talk  of 
replacing  us  in  the  situation  of  1763^  as  we  first 


"^sU  diesatisfied;  and  say,  with  the  psalmist,  ''Lord  asked,  is  to  tlie  last  degree  absurd,  and  impossible: 
*^  letteet  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace.*'—  they  obstinately  refused  it,  while  it  was  in  their 
Toibow  you  that  I  have  not  been  an  idle  specUtor 


^ihis  great  coatest,  and  to  amuse  you  with  the 
'cviisienu  of  an  old  friend  upon  an  important  suh- 

• 

J^l  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  first  draught  of  the 
^'^euration  of  nghts^  just  as  it  was  drawn  and  pre* 
>€atcdby  me,  to  the  Virginia  convention,  where  it 
'^ived  few  alterations;  tome  of  them  I  think  not 
^tbebetttr:  this  was  the  first  thing  of  the  kindupon 
thecootioent,  and  has  been  closely  imitaud  by  all 
Estates.  There  is  a  remarkable  sameness  in  all 
^  lorms  of  government  throughout  the  American 
^'^  except  in  the  states  of  South  Carolina  and 


power,  and  now,  that  it  is  out  of  their  power,  they 
offer  it.  Can  they  raise  our  cities  out  of  their  ash- 
es? Can  they  replace,  in  ease  and  affluence;  the 
thousands  of  families  whom  they  have  ruined?  Can 
tliey  restore  the  husband  to  the  widow,  the  child 
to  the  parent,  or  the  father  to  the  orphan?  In  a 
word,  can  they  reanimate  the  dead?^Our  country 
has  been  made  a  scene  of  desolation  and  blood — 
enormities  and  cruellies  have  been  committed  here, 
which  not  only  disgrace  the  British  name,  but  dis- 
honor the  human  kind,  we  can  never  again  trust  a 
people  who  have  thus  used  us;  human  nature  re- 
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rohst  at  the  ide«!«Tbe  die  U  cut — the  Rubicon  is 
passed— and  a  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain, 
upon  the  terma  of  reUiniio|f  to  her  governmeat,  is 
hnpoasible. 

No  man  was  more  warmly  attached  to  the  Hano* 
ver  family  and  the  whig  interest  of  England,  than 
I  was,  and  few  men  bad  stronger  prejudices  in  fk- 
▼or  of  that  form  of  government  under  which  I  was 
bom  and  bred,  or  a  greater  aversion  to  changing  it; 
it  wu  ever  my  opinion  that  no  good  man  would 
wuh  to  try  so  dangerous  an  experiment  upon  any 
speculative  notions  whatsoever,  without  an  abso- 
lute necessity. 


The  ancient  poets,  in  their  elegant  manner  of  ex-  ^collect  a  force  sufficient  to  counteract  them 


pression,  have  made  a  kind  of  being  of  necessity, 
and  tell  us  that  the  Gods  themselves  are  obliged 
to  yield  to  her. 

When  I  was  first  a  member  of  the  convention,  I 
exerted  myself  to  prevent  a  confiscation  of  the 
and  altho'  I  was  for  putting  the  country  imme- 
diately into  a  state  of  defence,  and  preparing  for 
the  worst;  yet  as  long  as  wa  had  any  well  founded 
hopes  of  reconciliation,  I  opposed  to  the  utmost  of 
my  power,  all  violent  measures,  and  such  as  might 
shut  the  door  to  it:  but  when  reconciliation  became 
a  lost  hope,  when  unconditional  submission,  or  ef- 
fectual resistance  were  the  only  alternatives  left 
us,  when  the  last  dutiful  and  humble  petition  from 
congress  received  no  other  answer  than  declaring  us 
rcjbels,  and  out  of  the  king's  protection,  I,  from  that 
moment,  looked  forward  to  a  revolution  and  inde- 
pendence, as  the  only  means  of  salvation;  and  wiU 
risque  the  last  penny  of  my  fortune,  and  the  last 
drop  of  my  blood  upon  the  issue:  for  to  imagine  that 
we  could  resist  the  efforts  of  Great  Britain,  still 
professing  ourselves  her  subjects,  or  support  a  de 


pects  brighten,  and  appearances  are  strongly  m 
our  favor.  The  British  ministry  must  and  will  ac* 
knowledge  us  independent  states.** 

An  extract  from  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  col  Gfrge 
Maton  to  hit  ton  Mr.  George  Maton,  them  im 
France,  dated  1781,  the  original  of  which  -wao  put 
into  the  handt  of  the  Count  de  Vergennee  by  JDr. 
Franklin. 

"Our  affairs  have  been,  for  some  time,  growing 
from  bad  to  worse.  The  enemy's  fleet  commands 
our  rivers,  and  puU  it  in  their  p3wer  to  remove 
their  troops,  from  place  to  place,  when  and  where 
they  please  without  opposition;  so  that  we  no  sooner 


m  one 

part  of  the  country,  but  they  shift  to  anothett 
ravaging,  plundering,  and  destroying  every  thing 
before  them.  Our  militia  turn  out  with  great  spirit, 
and  have,  in  several  late  actions,  behaved  bravelys 
but  they  are  badly  armed  and  appointed.  General 
Green  with  about  1200  regular  troops  and  some 
militia,  is  in  South  Carolina;  where  he  has  takes 
all  the  enemy's  posts,  except  Charleston.  The 
enemy's  capiul  object,  at  this  tim  e,  seems  to  be 
Virginia.  General  Philips  died  lately  in  Peters* 
burg;  upon  which  the  command  of  the  British 
troops  then  devolved  upon  Arnold.  But  lord  Com* 
wallis,  quitting  North  Carolina,  has  since  joined 
Arnold^  with  about  1200  infantry  and  300  cavalry, 
and  taken  the  chief  command  of  their  army  in 
Virginia,  now  consisting  of  about  5000  men.  They 
have  crossed  James  river,  and  by  the  lateat  ac- 
counU  were  at  Westover;  their  light  horse  having 
advanced  as  far  as  llanover  court  house.  They 
have  burnt  Page's  wareliouses,  where  the  greatest 
part  of  the  York  River  tobacco  was  collected;  they 
had  before  burned  most  of  the  tobacco  upon  James 


fensive  war  against  a  powerful  nation,  without  the  "''^'  ^^  »»»^cpl"«dcred  great  part  of  the  adjacent 


reins  of  government  in  the  hands  of  America  (what- 
ever our  pretended  friends  in  Grest  Britain  may 
say  of  it)  is  too  childish  and  futile  an  idea  to  enter 
into  the  head  of  any  man  of  sense.  I  am  not  sin- 
gular in  my  opinions;  these  are  the  sentiments 
of  more  than  nine  tenths  of  the  best  men  in  Ame- 
rica. 

God  has  been  pleased  to  bless  our  endeavors,  in 
a  just  cause,  with  remarkable  success.  To  Uij 
upon  the  spot,  who  have  seen  step  by  step  the  pro- 
gress of  this  great  contest,  who  know  the  defence- 
less state  of  Ameiica  in  the  beginning,  and  the 
numberless  difficulties  we  have  had  to  struggle 
with,  taking  a  retrospective  view  of  what  is  passed, 
we  seem  to  have  been  treading  upon  enchanted 
groand.    The  case  is  now  altered.  American  pros- 


country:  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  is  about 
twenty  miles  below  Fredericksburg  with  about 
1200  regulars  and  3000  .militia,  waiting  the  arrival 
of  general  Wayne,  with  about  1500  regular  troops 
of  the  Pennsylvania  line. 

"We  have  had  various  accounts  of  the  sailing  of 
a  French  fleet,  with  a  body  of  land  forces,  for  Ame- 
rica; ahouid  they  really  arrive  it  would  quickly 
change  the  face  of  our  affairii,  and  infuse  fresh 
spiriu  and  confidence;  but  it  has  been  so  lon^ 
expected  in  vain,  that  little  credit  is  now  given  to 
reports  concerning  it. 

"You  know,  from  your  own  acquaintance  m  this 
part  of  Virginia,  that  the  bulk  of  the  people  here 
are  staunch  whigs;  strongly  atUched  to  the  A;heri- 
can  cause,  and  well  affected  to  the  French  alliance; 
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yet  they  grow  uneaiy  aud  rcstlew,  and  begin  to.  ind  two  crops  oninspecied;  «o  that  if  a  peace  hap- 
think,  that  our  allies  arc  spinning  out  the  war,  inl  pens,  it  will  find  me  plentyful  banded  in  the  arti- 


order  to  weaken  America,  as  well  as  Greai  Britain, 
and  thereby  leave  tu  at  the  end  of  it«  as  dependent 
as  possible  upon  themselves. 

"However  unjust  this  opinion  maybe,  it  is  natural 
€nougl|  for  planters  and  farmers,  burthened  with 
heavy  taxes,  and  frequently  dragged  from  their 
fiimilies  upon  military  duty  on  the  continual  alarms 
occasioned  by  the  superiority  of  the  British  fleet. 
They  see  their  property  daily  exposed  to  destruc- 
tion, they  see  with  what  facility  the  British  troops 
are  removed  firom  one  part  of  the  continent  to  ano- 
ther, and  with  what  infinite  charge  and  fatigue 
oar's  are,  too  late,  obliged  to  follow;  and  they  see 
too,  very  plainly,  that  a  strong  Frenph  fleet  would 
have  prevented  all  this. 

"If  our  allies  had  a  superior  fleet  here,  I  should 
bave  no  doubt  of  a  favorable  issue  to  the  war;  but, 
wilhout^it,  I  fear  we  are  deceiving  both  them  and 
ourselves,  in  expecting  we  shall  be  able  to  keep 
oor  people  much  longer  firm,  in  so  unequal  an 
opposition  to  Great  Britain. 

''France  surely  intends  the  separation  of  these 
atatet,  forever,  from  Great  Britain.  It  is  highly 
ber  interest  to  accomplish  tbisi  but,  by  drawifig 
oat  the  thread  too  fine  and  long,  it  may  unex* 
]>eef  ely  break  in  her  bands. 

*K3od  bless  you,  my  desr  child;  and  gn*ant  that 
ve  may  again  meet,  in  your  native  country,  as 
freemen;— otherwise,  that  we  may  never  see  each 
other  more,  is  the  prayer  of 

Your  afl*eetionate  father, 

.    G.  MASON." 

Extract  •/*  a  letter  from  col.  George  Maton  to  hit 
Son,  then  in  France,  dated  Jan,  Sth  1783. 

••As  to  the  money  you  htve  spent  in  Europe, 
frotided  you  ctn  satify  me  that  has  not  been  spent 
in  extravagance,  dissipation  or  idle  parade,  I  don't 
fCfiid  it.  It  is  true,  I  have  a  large  family  to  provide 
^«  and  that  I  am  determined  from  motives  of 
>>dlity  and  duty  to  do  justice  to  them  all;  it  is 
certain  also  that  I  have  not  lost  less  than  ^10,000 
•Ittimg  by  the  war,  in  the  depreciation  of  paper 
■^«y  and  the  loss  of  the  profits  of  my  estate;  but 
^n^  this  a  cheap  purchase  of  liberty  and  indepen. 
^^^^  I  thank  God«  I  have  been  able,  by  adopting 
P'M^ciplcg  of  strict  economy  and  frtigjility,  to  keep 


cle  of  tobacco,  which  will  then  be  very  valuable. 
The  money  it  has  cost  you  to  relieve  the  distresses 
of  your  unfortunate  countrymen  was  worthily  ex- 
pended, and  you  will  receive  retribution,  with  large 
interest,  in  Heaven— but  in  order  to  shorten  the 
time  of  credit  and  also  to  entitle  myself  to  some 
proportion  of  the  merit,  I  shall  insist  upon  replac- 
ing to  you  every  shilling  of  it  here;  I  hope  you  will 
therefore  keep  an  exact  account  of  it« 

I  beg  you  will  freely  communicate  to  me  the 
situation  of  your  afr«irs;  and  if  there  should  be  a 
necessity  of  making  you  remittances,  I  will  endeavor 
to  do  it  at  all  events,  though  it  must  be  by  selling 
some  of  the  produce  of  my  estate  at  an  under  value. 
I  am  now  pretty  far  advanced  in  life,  and  all  my 
views  are  centered  in  the  happiness  and  welfare 
of  my  children — you  will  therefore  find  from  me 
every  indulgence  which  you  bave  a  right  to  ex- 
pect from  an  aflectionate  parent. 

I  have  been  for  some  time  in  retirement  and  shall 
not  probsbly  return  again  to  public  life;  my  anxiety 
for  my  country,  in  these  times  of  danger,  makes 
me  sometimes  dabble  a  little  in  politics,  and  keep 
up  a  correspondence  with  some  men  upon  the 
pnblic  stage.  You  know  1  am  not  apt  to  form  opi- 
nions lightly  and  without  due  examination.  And 
I  can  venture  to  say  that  the  French  court  and 
nation,  may  confide  in  the  honor  and  good  faith  of 
Amsricn;  we  reflect  with  gratitude  on  the  import- 
ant aids  France  has  given  us;  but  she  must  not, 
and  I  hope  will  not,  attempt  to  lead  us  into  a 
war  of  ambition  or  conquest,  or  trail  us  around 
the  mysterious  circle  of  European  politics.  We 
have  little  news  worth  communicating — nothing 
of  consequence  has  happened  here  this  campaigns 
the  enemy  having  generally  kept  close  withia 
their  lines,  and  the  American  army  not  strong 
enongb  to  force  them.  We  have  a  long  time  ex- 
pected the  evacuation  of  Charlestown;  the  enemy 
having  dismantled  their  out-works  and  embarked 
their  heavy  artillery  and  some  of  their  troops.— 
However,  by  the  last  accounts  (in  December)  they 
had  still  a  garrison  tliere.  By  late  accounts  from 
KenUKky,  we  are  informed  that  general  Clarke 
with  1200  volunteers,  had  cresed  the  Ohio  river 
and  destroyed  six  of  the  Shawnese  towns,  destroy- 
ing also  about  2,000  barrels  of  their  com  and  bring- 
ing off  furs   and  other  plunder  to  the  value  of 


''y  Itttneipal,  I  mean  my  country  estate,  unimpaired  I  jf  3,000,  which  was  sold  and  the  money  divided 
^  I  bave  suffered  little  by  the  depredations  of  among  his  men;  this  will  probably  drive  these 


tiM 


enemy.    I  bave  at  thin  time,  two  years  rents 


savages  near  the  Lakes  or  thf  Mississippi.     Upoa 


(T^  know  flune  are  all  tobacco  rents)  in  arrear '  Clark's  return   the  Oiickasaws  sent  deputiea  te 
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bim  to  treat  fbr  peace.  Every  thiii^  wn  quiet  in 
the  nem  lettlementSy  and  upwards  of  5  000  souU 
have  been  added  to  them  imee  last  September. 
The  people  there  are  extremely  uneasy  lest  the 
free  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  to  the  sea 
shoald  not  be  secured  to  them  upon  a  treaty  of 
peace;  if  it  is  not,  it  will  occasion  another  war  in 
less  than  seven  years;  the  inhabitants  think  they 
have  a  natural  right  to  the  free,  though  not  the 
exclusive  navigation  of  that  river;  and  in  a  few 
yesrs  they  will  be  strong  enough  to  enforce  that 
righu 


i» 


Erirad  of  a  letter  fiom  c*Unel  6eaf*f#  JMotsn,  •/ 
Tirfginia  f-whUe  tervmg  in  the  general  cenventienj^ 
tie  a  friend  in  that  ttate, 

4Phtuj)blpbta»  June  1st,  1 787. 

*niie  idea  I  formerly  mentioned  to  yon,  before 
the  convention  met,  of  a  great  national  council, 
consisting  of  two  branches  of  the  legislature,  a 
judiciary  and  an  executive,  upon  the  principle  of 
fair  representation  in  the  legislature,  with  powers 
adopted  to  the  great  objects  of  the  union,  and  eon- 
tequently  a  eontroul  in  these  instances,  on  the  state 
legislatures,  b  still  the  prevalent  one.  Virghiia  has 
luid  the  honor  of  presenting  the  out  lines  of  the 
plan^  upon  which  the  convention  is  proceeding; 
bat  so  slowly,  that  it  is  impossible  to  judge  when 
the  business  wiU  be  ftnUhed;  most  probably  not|n«'  theterrorsof  poverty  and  di«grace,  or  U 


aiul  the  formations  of  our  new  govemmen'a 
time,  were  nothing  compared  wiih  the  great  bi 
now  before  us;  there  was  then  a  certain  de| 
enthusium,  which  inspired  and  supported  the 
but  to  vie  w,  through,  the  calm  sedate  mediuin 
son  the  influence  which  the  esublishments  m 
posed  njay  have  upon  the  happiness  or  misi 
millions  yet  unborn,  is  an  object  of  such  nugi 
as  ab«orbs,  and  in  a  manner  suspends  the  opei 
of  the  human  understanding." 

'*P.  S.  All  communications  of  the  proceedy 
forbidden  during  the  sitting  of  the  conventk 
I  think  was  a  necessary  precaution  to  prevei 
represenutions  or  mistake**;  there  being  a  m 
diflTerence  between  the  appearance  of  a  tubj 
its  first  crude,  and  indigested  shape,  and  a 
shall  have  been  properly  matured  and  amii{ 

An  extract  from  the  latt  -mil  and  tettament 
Geerge  Maemt^  •/  Virginia. 

"I  recommend  it  to  my  sons,  from  my  m 
perience  in  life,  to  prefer  the  happiness  of 
pendeace  snd  a  private  station  to  the  trouM 
vexation  of  public  business;  but  if  either  the 
inclinations  or  the  necessity  of  the  times  i 
engage  them  in  public  affairs,  I  charge  the 
a  father's  blessing,  never  to  let  the  motii 
private  interest  or  ambition  induce  them  to  I 


before  Augtist—/<rfft'na  lente  may  very  well  be  called 
our  motto.  When  I  first  came  here,  judging  from 
casual  conversations  with  gentlemen  firom  the  dif 
ferent  states,  I  was  very  apprehensive  that  soured 
and  disgusted  with  the  unexpected  evils  we  had 
experienced  from  the  democratic  principles  of  our 
governments,  we  should  be  apt  to  run  into  the 
opposite  extreme,  and  in  endeavoring  to  steer  too 
far  from  Scylla,  we  might  be  drawn  into  the  vortex 
of  Charybdis,  of  which  I  still  think,  there  is  some 
danger;  though  I  have  the  pleasure  to  find  in  the 
convention,  many  men  of  fine  republican  principles. 
America  has  certainly,  upon  tliis  occasion,  drawn 
forth  her  first  characters;  there  are  upon  this  con- 
vention many  gentlemen  of  the  most  respectable 
abilities;  and,  so  far  as  I  can  yet  discover,  of  the 
purest  intentions;  the  eyes  of  the  United  States  are 
turned  upon  this  asseiyhly,  and  their  expectations 
raised  to  a  very  anxious  degree. 

May  God  grant,  we  may  be  able  to  gratify  them, 
by  establbbing  a  wise  and  just  government.  For 
my  own  part,  I  never  before  felt  myself  in  such  a 
situation;  and  declare,  I  would  not,  upon  pecuniary 
lotives,  serve  in  this  convention  for  a  thousand 


of  danger  or  of  death,  deter  them  from  asi 
the  liberty  of  their  country,  and  endeavor 
transmit  to  their  posterity  those  sacred  rig 
which  themselves  were  bom." 


New  York 

VXOW  THl   ALB AST   ABOrSi 

Mr,  Buel — Permit  me  to  solicit  to  trea^ 
readers  and  patrons  with  ;he  publication  of  tl 
lowing  address.  The  journal  of  the  assen 
the  year  1781,  at  their  second  meeting,  was 
printed:  it  appears  that  the  state  printer  fc 
year  could  not  procure  the  necessary  paper  1 
purpose.  Three  hundred  copies  of  this  a 
were  printed  in  a  pamphlet  form  for  the 
state,  and  the  same  »-as  ordered  to  be  printet] 
friendly  news-papers.  New-York  city  bein 
in  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  this  latter 
of  circulation  must  have  been  small, 
manuscript  journal  of  1781,  above  mentioi 
the  original  ttate  addreti,  from  which  1  have 
this  exact  copy.  It  appears  from  Uiis  joums 
previous  to  the  publication  of  this  interesting 


ment,  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  this 
pomids  per  day.    The  revolt  from  Great  Britain  >  I  although  they  loved  thair  country  and  still  < 
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•nd   prayed   for  liberty,   yet  found    then»belve» 
fitiguedy  distressed,  embarrassed,  drained  of  pro 
perty  and  deprived  of  t\\t  services  of  their  use- 
ful, hardy   husbandmeno- surrounded   and    daily 
encroached   upon  by  the   ravaging   enemy,  and 
pressed  by  a  merciless  savage  foe.    The  record  of 
their  complaints  and  entreaties  for  relief,  trans- 
mitted to  the  legislature  from  every  part  of  the 
state,  prove  them  to  have  been  greatly  disquieted, 
and  anxious  to  put  a  ipeedy  temnnaUon  to  taxes, 
impresses,  assessments,  and  levies  of  militia*    By 
the  history  of  the  succeeding  year,  this  admirable 
address  seems  to  have  had  the  desired  effect.  Tb€ 
committee  for  drafting  and  preparing  the  same 
vere  Mr  L'Hommedieu,  Mr»  Tayler,  and  Mr.  Brn- 
wn,  of  the  assembly,  and  Mr  Schuyler,  Mr.  Yates, 
ind  Mr.  Piatt,  of  the  senate.    It  was  first  reported 
to  the  assembly  by  Mr.  Benson* 

By  its  publication  in  your  state  paper,  you  will 
deserve  the  thanks  of  the  present  generation,  and 
preserve  to  posterity  an  important  Item  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  MIMOSABLB  ambhicak  bkvolvtios. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  your  very  humble  ser- 
vant, AARON  CLARK. 
Mang,  JV^v.  3,  1819. 

"AN  ADDRESS 
Tnm  the  hgitlature  of  the  state  uf  A'ew-  TorJt,  f o  tMr 

ConttitueJiti. 

"Fiiisrns  ahd  vbllow-citiziss— While  govern- 
ment is  without  corruption,  the  representatives  of 
ifVee  people  cannot  be  inattentive  to  the  opinions 
of  their  constituents:  They  will  hear  their  com- 
pUmts  and  examine  into  ihe  causes  of  them;  if  they 
i^roceed  from  errors  in  government,  they  will 
^detvor  to  correct  such  errors^  if  they  originate 
M  evils  which  arise  from  their  peculiar  situation, 
t^ey  will  explain  the  necessity  which  gives  them 
inrtb^weil  satisfied  that  sua!i  evils  will  be  borne 
*ith  patience,  by  those  virtuous  citizens,  who  count 
l^porary  inconveniences  as  dust  in  the  balance 
*hen  weighed  against  their  own  freedom,  and  the 
^Ppiness  of  posterity. 

The  weight  of  taxes*  the  rigorous  measures  that 
^H  been  used  to  restrain  the  disaffected,  exer- 
^^  oppressive  to  individuals,  by  which  supplies 
^ve  been  obtained,  the  wants  of  the  army,  the 
^^npon  the  militia,  and  the  destruction  of  our 
f'^tien*,  are  the  principal  sources  from  which  the 
Resent  discontents  are  supposed  to  How.  At  first 
^•^',  it  will  appear  that  mo&t  of  these  complaints 
militate  against  each  otlier,  and  that  to  diminish 
^^  Cause  of  some  evils,  others  mtist  be  increascdt 
^t»ii  to  procure  s»<pn'iirs  v.'iil»oul  force,  money 


must  be  obtained  <ini  \ox--  rendererl  ■  re  bun  hen* 
somej  to  relieve  the  frontiers,  great  demands  must 
be  made  upon  the  roilitiat  to  conduct  military 
operations  with  success,  vigor  and  energy  must  be 
given  to  government,  and  temporary  restraint  be 
imposed  upon  the  liberty  of  the  subject.  Those 
vho  candidly  admit  the?<e  truths,  will  judge  of  the 

embarrHSsments  which  perplex  the  legislature 

will  make  proper  allowances  for  them,  and  by  aiding 
and  supporting  government,  enable  their  rulers  to 
distinguish  between  the  manly  repi-eRcntati^^n^  of 
freemen  and  real  patriots,  and  the  insidious  murmurs 
of  those  grovelling  souls,  whom  the  flesli  pots  of 
Bgypt  would  lure  back  to  the  land  of  bondtf{:«>. 

But  to  enter  more  minutely  into  parti'-uUrs: 
With  respect  to  the  weight  and  inequality  of  taxes, 
let  the  sincere  and  xealoua  friend  of  his  cotmiry, 
for  to  such  characters  only  we  mean  to  address 
ourselves,  look  back  to  the  beginning  of  this  con. 
troversy,  and  test  the  justice  of  present  complaints 
by  past  promises.  Greater  evils  than  any  we  have 
yet  experienced,  were  appreliended  when  we  enter- 
ed  into  the  present  contest.  Cowards  shuddered 
and  attempted  to  fly  from  them;  you  set  them  at 
defiances  and  animated  with  the  spirit  of  freedom 
in  your  public  assemblies,  at  your  private  meet- 
ings, by  your  solemn  acts,  and  in  your  familiar  con- 
versations,  repeatedly  pledged  your  lives  and  for- 
tunes  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigor. 

That  the  taxes  are  burthensome,  will  readily  be 
aduiilted;  but  ou  the  other  hand,  we  submit  to  your 
candor,  whether  they  are  not  far  short  of  what  you 
liad  reason  to  expectj  especially  when  you  consider 
the  real  and  not  the  nominal  sum  demanded;  and 
take  into  the  account,  that  the  war  had  been  carried 
on  far  several  camptigns,  at  a  considerable  expense, 
before  any  taxes  were  collected,  and  we  are  per- 
suaded your  justice  will  not  permit  you  to  ascribe 
to  tlie  legislature,  hardships  ari^illg  from  taxes 
\vhich  it  was  their  duty  to  lay,  in  conformity  to  the 
resolutions  of  that  august  body,  whom  tiic  common 
voice  of  America  has  rendered  supreme  in  matters 
relative  to  the  war.    If  congress,  urged  by  ttieir 
necessities,  have  unhappily  called  for  more  than 
you  are  in  circumstances  to  grant — if  they  have  not 
duly  weighed  the  various  events  which  have  im- 
poverished and  distressed  this  state,  it  becomes 
us,  without  derangi'  gthe  general  system,  faithfully 
to  represent  our  situation,  while  we  endeavor  to 
comply  with  their  requisitions.  This  we  have  done; 
and  have  reason  to  hope  for  every  relief  which  ttie 
present  emergencies  will  permit  them  to  »ifr>rd. 
In  this   exp'^ciarion  wc  have  also  t^ken  moAhUivs 
to  8i!»p''nfl  f'  e  oper^  ion  of  th**  law  for  pni^ing  a 
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sum  equal  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars in  specie. 

As  the  vast  debt  due  to  indWiduals  of  this  state 
from  the  United  States  remains  unpaid,  and  there- 
fore you  arc  destitute  of  a  circulating;  medium;  and 
aJso  because  the  desolation  on  the  frontiers  in  the 
last  campaign,  has  compelled  as  to  require  you  to 
raise  an  extraordmary,  but  necessary  number  of 
men  for  their  security,  we  have  given  further  time 
for  the  payment  of  the  tax,  which  will  be  due  on 
the  first  of  April,  and  we  propose  in  Uie  mean  time 
to  digest  some  plan  for  a  more  just   and  equal 
distribution  of  that  and  the  other  burthens  of  the 
war.    To  this,  vour  representatives  engage  to  turn 
their  earnest  attention.      They  lament  that  the 
wants  of  the  army,  and  the  negligence  of  states 
who  have  built  too  much  upon  our  efforts,  have  so 
frequently  rendered  it  neces«ary  to  disturb  the 
common  coarse  of  trade;  and  in  some  measure  to 
violate  the  rights  of  property:  we  trust,  however, 
thst  this  necessity  will  justify  us  in  the  opinion  of 
those  who  sincerely  believe  the  reUefofiht  troops 
a  national  object,  and  their  wants  a  national  griev- 
ance. 

We  have  staled  to  congress  the  difficalties  into 
which  we  are  involved,  and  flatter  ourselves  that 
they  will  take  measures  to  procure  from  every  state 
its  just  quota,  and  thereby  render  exerttjns  beyond 
our  proportion,  unnecessary  in  future.  And  we 
presume  so  much  on  your  attachment  to  the  caus" 
of  freedom,  as  not  to  doubt  that  you  will  cheerfully 
submit  to  every  equitable  mode  which  the  legislu 
lure  may  devise  to  draw  forth  the  resources  of  thik 
ftUte,  and  by  that  means  prevent  us  from  being 
exposed  to  the  censure  of  those  whom  we  charge 
with  neglect. 

We  have  already  hinted,  that  we  feel  the  incon- 
venience to  which  the  non-payment  of  the  con- 
tinental debts,  as  well  as  those  contracted  by  the 
Slate,  has  subji'cted  many  of  you.  To  this  sub- 
ject we  have  again  earnestly  entreated  the  atten- 
tion of  congress,  and  pointed  out  a  mode  of  redrebs. 


or  to  your  representatives,  in  aasembly,  eoaM 
Uiem  to  bring  the  offenders  to  jtistice. 


The  extraordinary  powers  given  to  eommissioi 

ers  for  defeating  conspiracies,  may  undoubtedl 

be  justified  by  our  peculiar  situation,  and  by  th 

prictice  of  all  nations  under  similar  circanstftnee 

On  this  occasion,  we  are  again  impelled  to  call  o 

your  candor,  and  to  ask,  beset  as  we  are  by  avowc 

enemies,  and  infested  with  concealed  trattora,  w|i 

with  facility  maintani  criminal  intercourse,  sc«tt< 

the  seeds  of  disaffection,  and  take  advantage  i 

the  credulity  of  the  honest  but  misinformed— wb 

ther  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  be  attenth 

to  their  motions— tocompare  intelligence  receive 

from  difFerent  quarters — to  counteract  the  varioi 

machinations  they  are  incessantly  practiain^  i 

subjugate  us  to  British  tyranny— that  the  legist 

ture  should  delegate  such  powers  ai  these  coi 

missioners  are  invested  with.    From  a  persuaav 

that  you  conceived  their  proceedings  may,  in  ton 

instances,  have  been  improper,  we  do  you  the  ju 

tice  to  believe,  that  hence  your  complaints  ha 

originated;  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  in  a  me 

serious  consideration,  you,  as  friends  to  your  cou 

try,  will  be  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  au 

powers,  and  that  they  will  be  obnoxious  to  none  b 

the  disaffected.    The  proceedings  of  these  co 

missioners  will,  however,  be  submitted   to   t 

inspection  of  a  committee  of  both  houses,  in  ord 

\o  discover  whether  they  have  abused  their  i 

ihority. 

We  have  alresdv  taken  measures  for  the  defer 
of  the  frontiers,  which,  if  successful,  will  gvea 
relieve  the  militia;  and  we  indulge  ourselves  ii 
7ope  that  our  endeavors  will  be  wsrmly  second 
by  those,  at  least,  whose  zeal  has  justly  led  th 
to  consider  the  destruction  of  the  frontiers  as  a 
tional  misfortune. 

We  see  with  pain,  many  of  the  inhabitants 
ihe  state  remonstrating  against  that  as  a  grievar 
u'hicb,  as  a  part  of  the  original  constitution,  u 
intimatcl}  interwoven  therewith,  as  no*  to  be  i 


We  have  now  under  consideration,  apian  for  calling  from  it  without  destroying  the  fabric,  namely. 


to  account  such  persons  aa  have  been  entrusted 
with  public  money,  and  thereby  to  restrain  impro- 
per expenditures.     We  sincerely  wish  that  the 
charge  against  public  officers  had  been  so  par 
ticular  as  to  direct  us  in  our  enquiries  to  tiie  per 
sons  aimed  at,  and  still  hope  that  where  abuses 
have  crept  into  any  department,  the  same  zeai 
which  dictated  the  complaint,  will,  by  regular  in. 
formation  to  the  prosecutor  for  the  public,  to 
grand  jury,  composed  of  tlie  body  of  each  county, 


share  which  the  representatives  of  the  southern  | 
of  the  state  have  in  legislation.  We  find  oursei 
constrained  to  declare,  thi^t  we  cannot  consider 
as  a  proper  subject  of  complaint.  A  convtriti 
was  chosen  for  the  whole  state,  and  consiste< 
deputies  from  every  county,  with  unlimited  povi 
to  institute  and  establish  a  government  wl 
should  citchide  tlie  \eholt.  Whilst  this  great  fa 
r.ess  was  in  agitation,  the  southern  rou  .licb 
,  came  under  a  restraint  f^om  the  enemy,  and 
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▼cntion  nade  provision  for  afTordinc;  to  ihff  pointed  mt  the  embarrassments  wbicb   surround 
nbftbttants  of  those  counties  at  muoh  of  the  bene-ius,  and  the  means  we  bare  pursued  to  remove 
ts  of  the  constitution  as  their  situation  and  eir-  them;  but  while  duly  diotattd  this  line  of  conduct 

on  our  part,  it  becomes  ut,  the  temporary  repretenta^ 
tivet  of  the  majetty  of  the  people,  to  prosecute  this 
address  in  a  style  which  freemen  ought  to  use  to 
Iheir  equals;  and  we  therefore  cannot  hesitate  to 
assert,  that  it  is  incumbent  on  you  candidly  to  dig- 
tin{i^ish  between  errors  in  the  general  system  of 
the  laws  themselves,  and  the  persons  employed  in 
the  execution  of  them;  between  those  which  care 
and  attention  in  your  legislature  and  magbtrates 
may  remedy,  and  those  which  your  situation  and 
circumstances  render  unavoidable.  Your  repre- 
sentations have  been  useful  in  pointing  out  defects, 
but  in  your  fortitude,  in  a  due  obedience  to  the 
laws,  and  in  a  determination  to  support  the  au- 
thority of  government,  can  relief  only  be  obtained 
against  partial  burthens,  and  although  we  csnnot 
suspect  that  you  will  be  remiss  in  these  great  duties 
of  the  g^od  citizen,  yet  it  behoves  us  to  advise  you, 
that  a  criminal  negligence  has  been  lately  too  pre* 
Carolina  to  sit,  debate,  and  vote,  although  thelvalent  vrith  some;  that  it  is  your  duty  to  interfere. 


^Btimstances  would  admit.    We  presume  the  oon- 
'^rention  were  convinced,  that  as  legislation  and 
irepresentatlon  is  the  leading  principle  in  our  con- 
vtitation,  it  would,  therefore,  be  highly  unjust,  if 
because  our  brethren  were  unfortunate  and  could 
not  enjoy  the  whole  of  their  inheritance,  we  should 
Hieprive  them  of  that  in  which  they  could  pariici 
pmte.    To  prevent  this  injustice,  and  influenced  by 
motives  of  necessity  and  expediency,  the  conven- 
tion passed  the  ordinance  which  we  cannot,  with- 
out violating  the  rights  of  the  people,  consider 
otherwise  than  as  part  of  the  constitution,  from 
which  we  derive  our  powers,  and  therefore  not  to 
be  altered  or  annulled  by  us.  Independent  of  these 
conclusions,  which  we  have  drawn  from  the  strict 
principles  of  the  constitution,  we  find  our  conduct 
supported  by  the  example  of  the  great  council  of 
the  United  States.  Congress  has  allowed,  and  doth 
stiQ  permit  the  delegatet  from  Georgia  and  South 


former  is  entirely  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  capital  of  the  latter,  with  a  great  part  of  the 
state,  experience  the  same  misfortune.  Indeed, 
should  the  delegates  of  those  states,  or  the  re- 
presentatives of  those  counties  be  deprived  of  their 
teats,  the  former  might  of  right,  and  agreeable  to 
Ibebw  of  nitions,  separate  from  the  federal  union, 
enter  into  compacts  with  other  nations,  and  even 
unite  with  Great  Britain— and  the  latter  might  on 
the  same  principles  hold  a  similar  conduct  with 
respect  to  us.  We  forbear  to  enter  into  a  further 
detail  of  reasoning  on  this  subject,  presuming  that 
the  least  reflection  will  discover  that,  as  in  the  on.^ 
case,  the  jurisdiction  of  congress  could  not,  of 
right,  extend  to  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  so  in 
the  other,  our  sovereignty  would  be  restricted  in 
point  of  territory,  and  our  act  could  not  rightfully 
bind  the  Inhabitants  of  the  counties  in  the  power 
of  the  enemy.  Consequences  so  detrimental  to 
both,  we  are  persuaded,  were  not  foreseen  by  those 
ttBoogst  our  constituents  who  wish  well  to  the  cause 
of  their  country,  otherwise  we  flatter  ourselve.^ 
that  this  matter  would  nut  have  been  suggested  as 
i  grievance. 


especially  whilst  the  British  tyrant  insults  you 
with  his  unmesning  offers  of  peace  and  pardon, 
and  whilst  his  infnmous  emissaries  industriously 
attempt  to  excite  the  honest,  but  credulous  friend 
of  his  country,  to  unwarrantable  commotions,  and 
induce  him  to  mix  with  well  founded  grievances, 
those  that  do  not  exist.  We  mention  this  to  sound 
the  alarm  to  you,  whose  seal  and  firmness  have 
remained  unshaken  in  every  vicissitude  of  Uie  pre- 
sent contest,  that  the  weak  and  unwary  may,  by 
your  example,  be  led  to  the  better  policy  of  remov- 
ing the  difficulties  and  embarrassments  which  lav 

• 

between  us  and  the  great  objeete  we  have  in  view. 
isnKPKNDivcB,  LiBBRTT  and  FBAOB,  aud  not,  by 
throwing  fresh  difficulties  in  the  way,  remove  to  a 
more  remote  period  the  completion  of  your  wish. 

Listen,  friends  fellow-ciiizens,  and  countrymen, 
to  the  recommendations  of  that  great  and  good 
man,  whose  virtues  and  patriotism,  as  the  soldier 
and  the  citizen,  have  drawn  down  the  admiration^ 
not  of  America  only,  but  all  Europe;  whose  well- 
earned  fame  will  roll  down  the  tide  of  time  until 
ii  is  absorbed  in  the  abyss  of  eternity:  Listen  to 
what  he  recommended  to  your  army  on  a  recent 


Thus,  friends  and  fellowcitizens,  impelled  by  sml  an  alarming  occasion,  and  seriously  apply  it  to 


the  laudable  principle  that  the  public  weal  only 
ought  to  influence  the  conduct  of  its  servants,  have 
we  admitted  the  justice  of  some  of  your  com- 
plaints, promised  our  endeavors  to  lessen  the  cause 


of  others,  submitted  to  your  candor  our  observal"  doing  every  thing  in  their  power  for  the 
tioQfoQ  those  which  we  cannot  deem  grievous,!-'  purpose.    But  while  wc  lopk  to  tb«  public  f«.: 


yourselves  and  to  us:  ••The  general  is  deeply  sensi 

"  ble  of  the  sufl^erings  of  the  army;  he  leaves  no 

••  expedient  unused  to  relieve  them,  and  he  is  pi  r. 

«*  suaded  thai  congress  and  the  several  states  ijre 

same 
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"  «i  r  f-'*fi:'-  lit  of  i\&  er.gagen«ent8y  we  thmld  c/«  H 
"  teith  f  roper  allowance  fur  the  embarriuimentt  of 
Jntbhc  affair*!  we  began  a  contest  for  Uberty  tnd 
indeptndence,  ill  provided  for  with  the  means  of 
war,  relying  on  our  patriotism  to  supply  deficies- 
**  cies:  we  expected  to  encounter  many  wanu  and 
"difKcultieff,  and  we  should  neither  thrink  from 
'^  tl'rcn  when  they  happen,  nor  fly  in  the  face  of 
"  law  and  gwtmmefU  to  procure  redress.  There 
is  no  doubt  the  public  will,  in  the  erent,  do 
ample  justice  to  the  men  6ghting  and  suffering 
**  in  their  defence;  but  it  iM  our  dutff  to  bemr  pretent 
'*  eri'g  with  frtitude,  Utoking  forward  to  the  period 
"when  our  country  will  have  it  more  in  its  power 
**  to  rewsrd  nur  services-  History  is  full  of  esam- 
"  pies  of  armies  suffering,  with  patience,  the  ez 
**  tremities  of  distress  which  exceed  tho«e  we  have 
^  cxp(r!enroc?,  HVtd  ihobC  in  the  cause  of  ambition 
**  and  conquest,  not  in  that  of  the  rights  of  hu- 
**  munity,  of  their  country,  of  their  families,  and 
'*  01  tbemselvrs  SluU  we^  «ho  aspire  Is  the  tHetinc- 
**  tion  of  a  patriot  a^niif,  wMfi  are  contending  for  every 
**  thing  preciouo  in  oociety,  agaimt  evtrtf  thing  hatC' 
**fitl  and  degrading  in  tlavery;  shall  «'e,  who  call 
**  oursrWes  cittzent,  discover  less  constanc)*,  and 
**  miii  AT)  virtue,  thiin  the  mercetoary  iostrumentt 
••  of  ambition?** 

These  are  the  sentiments  of  a  Waokingtom^  and 
although  he  had  not  us  Immediately  in  view,  yet 
every  sentence  is  replete  with  wholesome  admoni- 
tion to  all  orders  of  men  in  these  states.  The  force 
and  artiflce  of  the  enemy  have  hitherto  proved 
equally  abortive.  Britain's  proud  boasts  of  con- 
quest are  do  more,  and  all  Europe  detests  her, 
cause.  You  are  already  within  sight  of  the  promist* d 
land,  and,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  and  adequate 
efforts  on  your  part,  you  may  shortly  hope,  under 
your  own  vine  and  )our  own  fig  tree,  to  spend  the 
ren)ainder  of  your  d^ys  in  tranquility  and  ease} 
when  the  dangers  you  have  passed,  and  the  difficul- 
ties you  sustain,  will  only  seem  to  heighten  your 
enjoyments;  when  you  will  look  f-^rward  to  the 
appUuses  of  succeeding  ages,  and  extend  your 
happiness  to  the  most  remote  period,  by  Hnticipat. 
ing  that  which  your  exertions  shall  transmit  to 
your  posterity. 


But,  friends,  fellow  citizens  and  countrymen, 
vain  is  your  hope  to  experience  these  glorious  re- 
wards, for  all  your  toils,  and  quaff*  the  cup  of  bliss; 
in  vain  has  our  hardy  aiiccbtor  traversed  the 
trackless  ocean  to  ceek  in  the  wilds  of  the  new 
world  a  refuge  from  the  oppressions  of  the  old;  in 
vain  fvr  our  lakes  has  he  fled  from  that  tyranny 


which,  b>  taxing  industry,  transmiis  poverty  9m.mk 
inheritance  from  one  generation  to  another;  in  vafli 
has  he  strove  with  the  ruthless  barbarian,  and  with 
the  various  diffieulties  inrident  on  the  emigratioa  to 
cotmtries  untrodden  by  civilised  man;  i(  by  ntenal 
discord,  by  a  pusillanimous  impatience  uader  vo* 
avoidable  burthens,  by  an  immoderate  attachmcat 
to  perishable  property,  by  an  intemperate  jcalovigr 
of  those  servants  whom  each  revolving  year  mtf 
displace  from  your  confidence,  by  forgetting  thaaa 
fundamental  principles  which  induced  America  to 
separate  from  Britain,  we  play  into  the  baada  af  m 
haughty  nation,  spurred  on  to  perseverance  in  injo- 
ry,  by  a  despairing  yet  unrelenting  tyrant,  and  Ilia 
rapacious  minions. 

Tour  representatives  feel  themselves  incapable 
of  believing  that  any  but  the  misguided»  the  weak 
and  the  unwary  amongst  our  fellow-dtiaena,  can  be 
guilty  of  so  foully  staining  the  honor  of  the  atate, 
and  wantonly  becoming  parricides  of  their  owii» 
and  the  peace  and  happiness  of  their  ponterity.— 
Let  us  then  all,  for  our  interest  is  the  samc^  with 
one  heart  and  one  voice,  mutually  aid  and  snpport 
each  other.  Let  us  steadily,  unanimously,  and  vigor* 
ously,  prosecute  the  great  business  of  cstabfiabiqg 
our  independence.  Thus  shall  we  be  firea  pnr- 
selves,  and  leave  the  blessings  of  freedom  to  flBil* 
lions  yet  unborn. 

By  order  of  the  senate, 
(Signed)        PIERRE  .VAN  CORTLANDT,  ^res^f 

By  order  of  the  assembly, 
(Signed)  EVERT  BANCKER,  i^eaJbcr. 

Jilbany,  March  13,  1781. 


Declaration  of  Independence. 

VBOM  TBB  aiXIlOH  BBOISTXa. 

It  is  not  probably  known  to  many  of  our  readers, 
that  the  citisens  of  Mecklenburg  county,  in  thia 
state,  made  a  declaration  of  independence  more 
than  a  year  before  congress  made  theirs.  The 
following  document  on  the  subj^t  has  lately 
come  to  the  hands  of  the  editor  from  unques- 
tionable auvhority,  and  is  published  that  it  may 
go  down  to  posterity. 

NoaTH-CAaoLiWA, 
Mecklenburg  county.  May  20, 1775. 
In  the  spring  of  1775,  the  Uading  characters  of 
Mecklenburg  county,  stimulated  by  the  enthusiaa- 
tic  patriotism  which  elevates  the  mind  above  consi- 
derations of  individual  aggrandisement,  and  scorn- 
ing to  shelter   themselves  from   the  impending 
storm,  by  submission  to  lawless  power,  bo.  &c. 
held  several  detached  meetings,  in  each  of  whicli 
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e  indindiul  •< 


"that  tha  ci 


SMtoD  VM  the  eiiue  of  til;  that  their  deit 
were  indiMolublr  connected  with  tboM  of  their 
eMtem  fella ir-eitizeni — and  that  they  mutt  eii 
Ctthoilt  to  all  the  imposition*  which  m  unprl 
plediBd  to  then  an  anrepreientedptTliamtnt  might 
impM^^r  support  their  brethren  wh6  were  doomed 
toauatain  the  fint  ibock  rf  that  power,  which,  if  luc- 
ceMfiil there,  would  nltimaielyorerwheltnallin  tlx 
CMaaum  calantitj.  Confiirmabty  to  theie  principles 
•ol.  Adam  Alexander,  through  aolieiUtion,  iaiued 
HI  orderto  ewh  captaioi'i  companj  !■  th«  cc 
«if  Hechltnbnrf,  (Iheo  camprinn;  the  present 
count;  orcabarrui)  direeling  each  oilitb  company 
to  elect  two  personi,  and  delepte  to  them  am- 
plepower  to  deviae  ways  aod  meaat  t«  ud  and  as- 
■iat  their  suffering  brethren  in  Boston,  ud  also  ge- 
•ermllj  to  adopt  measures  to  extricate  Ihemselvea 
firaca  the  impending  storm,  and  to  lecure,  i 
pured,  their  inalienable  rig^U,  privileges  ar 
bertiea,  from  the  dominant  grMp  of  British  i 
4ilion  and  tyranny. 


o  aaid  order,  on  the  19th  of  May, 
1773,  the  aaid  delegation  met  io  Charlotte,  veiled 
vilb  unlimited  powerii  at  which  time  odiciil 
Bcwi,  by  expreas,  arrived  of  the  battle  of  Lei 
Ua  on  that  day  of  the  preceding  month.  Every 
delegate  felt  the  value  and  importance  of  the  prize 
and  the  awful  and  eolemn  crisi*  which  had  airivei 
^aaeiy  boaoai  awelled  with  indignation  at  thi 
■atiee^  inveteraey,  and  intatiable  rcvange  develop- 
ed in  the  late  attsek  at  Lexington.  The  ui 
■entiment  was — let  us  not  Hstter  ouraelvea  that 
popular  harar.guet — or  reaolvesi  that  populi 
pov  will  avert  the  atorra,  orvanquiabonr  eommon 
cncmf^let  ua  deliberate— let  aa  calculate  the  ii. 
nu— the  probable  reiolti  and  then  letuaaet  withi 
—my  H  brethren  leagued  to  preserve  our  proper- 
s—our Uvea,— and  what  ia  aiill  more  endearing, 
the  lAcrtica  of  America.  Adam  Altiaiubr  waa 
ttw  elected  chairman,  and  Jehv  ATKiaU  MexaaJtr, 
■Ictk.  After  a  free  and  fiill  discussion  of  the  va- 
tioua  objecta  for  which  the  deletcation  had  beeo 
CiMvened,  it  was  onaoimauaty  ordained— 

1.  Menhred,  That  whosoever  directly  or  indi- 
recQjr  abetted,  or  in  any  wiy,  farm,  or  manner,  | 
eountenanced  the  unchartered  and  dsngeroiia  in-1 
WMIOO  of  our  rights,  as  claimed  by  Great  Briiiin, 
ia  an  enemy  to  this  country— to  America— and  lo 
tbc  inberent  and  inalienable  right*  of  mvn. 

S.  lUnlxcd,  Hut  we,  the  citiaen*  of  Mecklenburg 
coanty,  dohcreby  dissolve  ihepoUtical  banJa  uiiich 
bava  MBBcatcd  u*  to  the  mathcr  eouatiy,  and  berc- 


Sy  absolve  onraelvea  from  allegiance  to  the  British 

iwn,  and  abjure  all  political  oonnection,  contract, 

associatian  with  that  Dalian,  who  have  wantonly 

,inpled  on  our  right  and  lihtrtiea— and  inhumanly 

:d  the  innocent  blood  of  American  patriot*  at 

Lexington. 

Mmlvtil,  That  we  do  hereby  declare  our* 
leWes  a  ttet  and  independent  people;  are,  and  of 
right  ou^t  to  be,  a  aovereign  and  lelf-goveming 
■Bsocialion,  under  the  control  of  no  power  other 
than  that  of  our  God  and  the  general  government 
of  the  congresi:  to  the  maintenance  of  which  inde> 
pendence,  we  aolemnly  pledge  to  each  other  our 
mutual  co-operation,  our  live*,  our  fbrtimes,  aad 
our  must  aacred  honor. 

4.  ntttlvti.  That,  a*  we  now  acknowledge  the 
existence  and  control  of  no  law  or  legal  officer,  ci- 
vil or  military,  within  this  county,  we  do  hereby 
ordain  and  adopt,  aa  a  rule  of  life,  all,  each,  and 
every  of  our  former  lavvi — wherein,  ncverihelei*, 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain  never  ean  be  consider- 
rd  as  holding  right*,  privil^et,  immunities,  or  aiv- , 
tbority  therein. 

5.  Jltimlvtit,  That  it  it  alto  Farther  decreed,  that 
•11,  each,  and  every  military  oScer  in  this  county 
is  hereby  reinitated  to  his  former  command  and 
authority,  he  acting  conformably  to  these  regula- 
tions. And  that  every  member  prrtent  of  this  de- 
legation ihall  bcncefbrth  be  a  civil  officer,  via:  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  in  the  ditracter  of  a 'Ctumff. 
Me  man,'  to  issue  proceit,  hear  and  determine  all 
matter*  of  controvcrty,  accordingto  tsld  adapted 
laws,  and  to  preterve  peace,  and  union,  and  har- 
mony, in  aaid  county;  and  to  use  every  exertion  to 
■prta'l  the  love  of  country  and  fire  of  freedom 
throughout  America,  until  a  more  general  and  ot- 
ganiied  government  be  ettabiithed  in  thii  pro- 

A  number  of  by  laws  were  also  added,  merely  to 
protect  the  association  from  confusion,  and  to  re- 
gulate their  general  conduct  at  citiieni.  Afier 
silting  in  the  court  house  all  night,  neither  aleepy, 
hungry  or  fatigued,  and  after  diicutiing  every  pa- 
ragraph,  they  were  all  passed,  aaneiioncd,  and  de- 
creed, ananiBuiuJy,  about  3  o'clock,  A.  M-  May 
30.  In  a  few  days,  a  deputation  of  said  delegation 
convened,  whencspt.  J4jF7irt  JacJt,  of  Charlotte,  was 
deputed  as  ezpreas  to  <he  congress  at  Philadel- 
phia, with  ■  copy  of  tsld  resolves  and  proceeding!*, 
togetiier  with  a  letter  adtlreated  to  our  three  re- 
presentative h,  via:  Hichard  Cataell,  H'm.  IJaaptr, 
and  Jnepli  Hughe;  under  rzpreia  injunction,  per- 
■onally,  and  through  the  attte  reprctanlttiofi,  to 
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use  all  possible  oieani  to  have  nid  proceedings 
sanctioned  and  approved  by  the  general  congress. 
On  the  return  of  capt.  Jack,  the  delegation  learned 
that  their  proceedings  were  indindaally  approved 
by  the  members  of  congress,  but  that  it  was  deem- 
ed premature  to  lay  them  before  the  house-  A  joint 
letter  from  said  three  members  of  congress  was 
mlso  received,  complimentary  of  the  seal  in  the 
common  cause,  and  recommending  perseTerance, 
order,  and  energy. 

The  subsequent  harmony,  unanimity,  and  exer- 
tion, tn  the  cause  of  liberty  and  independence, 
evidently  resulting  from  these  regulations^  and  the 
continued  exertion  of  said  delegation,  apparently 
tranquilized  this  section  of  the  sUte,  and  met  with 
the  concurrence  and  high  approbation  of  the  coun- 
cil of  safety,  who  held  their  sessions  at  Newbem 
•nd  Wilmington,  alternately,  and  who  confirmed 
the  nomination  and  acts  of  the  delegation  in  their 
official  capacity. 

From  this  delegation  originated  the  court  of  en- 
quiry  of  this  county,  who  constituted  and  held  their 
first  session  in  Charlotte;  they  then  held  their 
neetingii  regularly  at  Charlotte,  at  col.  Jimes  Har- 
fb'ti,  and  at  col.  Phifer's,  alternately,  one  week  at 
each  place;  I*  was  a  civil  court  founded  on  milita- 
ry process.  Before  this  judicature  all  suspicious 
persons  were  made  to  appear,  who  were  formally 
tried,  and  banished  or  continued  under  guard.  Its 
jurisdiction  was  as  unlimited  as  toryism,  and  its 
decrees  as  final  as  the  confidence  and  patriotism 
of  the  county.  Several  were  arrested  and  brought 
before  tbem  from  Lincoln,  Rowan,  and  the  adja- 
cent coumies. 

[The  fdrsgoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  papers  on 
the  above  subject,  left  in  my  hands  by  John  Mat- 
thew Alexander,  deceased.  I  find  it  mentioned  on 
file,  that  the  original  book  was  burned  in  April, 
1800;  th:«t  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  was  sent  to 
Hugh  Willtamso.i,  in  New  Y  rk,  then  writing  a 
a  history  of  North  Carolina,  and  that  a  copy  was 
Bent  to  gen.  W.  R  Davie. 

J.  M'KNITT.] 

The  following  rotal  raocLAMATioir  was  com- 
nunicated  at  the  same  time,  and  is  published  as  a 
guriotittft 

NORTHCVROLINA. 
J?y  hit  excellency  Ji»ti:h  Martin^  hit  majaty't  cafh- 

tain  general^  and  g:  vernor  in  chief  of  the  taid  pro' 

vince,  &c,  Uc  &c. 

A  PaOCLAXATlOir. 

AVhereu  the  king,  ever  anxious  for  the  welfare 


and  happiness  of  all  his  pegple,  and  sensible  to  the 
representations  which  have  been  cooitantly  n»de 
to  him  of  the  steady  and  unshaken  loyalty,  end  of 
the  inviolable  fidelity  and  attachment  of  bia  fiutb- 
fill  subjects  in  this  province  to  his  person  and  go. 
verament,  and    confiding   entirely  in    their  re- 
peated assurances  to  his  majesty  of  their  ofvn  at- 
most  exertions  in  co-operation  with  his  arma  when- 
ever they  should  be  directed  to  their  support:  And 
whereas  his  majesty,  moved  by  these  coosidem- 
tions,  by  every  the  most  tender  and  patcmml  feel- 
ing of  concern  and  regard  for  the  sufTeringe  and 
misery  of  his  ftithfiil  people,  under  the  intolerable 
yoke  of  arbitrary  power,  which  his  maicaty,  witb 
indignation,  sees  imposed  by  the  tyranny  of  the 
rebel  cong^ress  upon  his  free-born  sobjecta,  bath 
been  pleased  to  send  an  army  to  their  aid  and  re- 
lief—I  have,  therefore,  thought  it  proper^  by  thii 
proclamation,  to  inform  his  majesty's  loyal  wnd 
fiiithful  subjects  in  this  province,  of  this  great 
proof  and  instance  of  his  majesty's  gneioos  atten- 
tion to  them,  and  at  the  same  time  to  advertise 
them  that  the  royal  army,  under  the  command  of 
lieut.  gen.  carl  Cornwallis,  is  thus  far  advanced  to 
their  support,  leaving  it  to  themselvea  to  compale 
its  power  and  superiority  from  the  great,  aignal, 
and  complete  victory  which  it  obtained  when  in 
force  very  inferior  to  its  preseiU  strength,  over  the 
rebel  army  on  the  16th  of  August:  And  whereas, 
while  his  majesty,  on  the  one  hand,  holds  fortk 
grace  and  mercy  to  his  deluded  subjectawho  shall 
immediately,  and  with  good  faith,  return  to  their 
duty,  to  which  they  have  been  invited,  in  vain,  by 
every  reason  and  argument,  and  by  every  conside- 
ration of  interest,  of  freedom,  and  happiness,  he  ia 
determined,  on  the  other,  to  employ,  in  the  most  vi- 
gorous and  effectual  manner,  the  force  of  his  arms^ 
and  the  united  strength  of  his  faithful  people,  to 
restore  and  maintain  to  them  that  genuine  liberty, 
peace,  and  prosperity,  which  they  formerly  enjoyal 
in  such  full  security,  under  the  mild  government 
and  protection  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  compel  the 
disobedient  to  submission  to  the  laws,  and  to  a 
participation  of  those  blessing^  of  a  free  conatita- 
tion,  which,  through  ignorance,  infatuation,  delu- 
sion, blindness,  and  fraud,  they  have  been  hitherto 
led  to  resist,  notwithstanding  his  majesty'a  moat 
gracious  and  merciful  endeavors  to  reclaim   them. 
Having  thus  signified  to  the  king's  loyal  and  faith- 
ful subjects  the  arrival  and  progress  of  his  majes- 
ty's army  to  their  aid  and  support,  which  they  have 
so  long  and  eagerly  wished  for,  it  becomes  my  duty 
to  remind  them  that  the  time  is  now  arrived  in 
which  they  are  to  evince  the  sincerity  of  their  pre- 
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Giren  under  my  hand|  and  the  great  seal  of  tho 
said  prorince  at  head  quarters,  in 
Charlottett^wn,  this  third  day  of  Octoher 
In  the  year  of  oar  Lord  one  thousand  se« 
▼tn  hundred  and  eighty,  and  in  the  twen- 
tieth year  of  hia  majesty's  reig^. 

JO.  MARTIN. 
By  his  excellency's  command: 
RiQDos  Bmcb,  p.  Sec'y. 

God  save  the  king! 


fes^ians  ofloyalty  and  attachment  to  his  majesty's,  they  shall  choose  toenlUt,  from  a  just  aenseof  the 
person  and  government;  they  are  to  consider  them-  merit  and  applause  that  wUl  be  due  to  such  at  at* 
•elresin  thU  hour  most  serioaisly  and  solemnly  cal-|  soonest  completed. 
led  upon  by  erery  duly  of  the  subject  to  the  sove- 
reign, and  by  every  tie  and  consideration  of  family, 
liberty,  and  property,  of  present  and  future  wel- 
fare and  interest,  with  heart  and  hand,  to  join  and 
unite  tfieir  strength  with  that  of  his  majesty's 
Ibrees,  in  order  to  deliver  themselves  from  that  in- 
tolerable  yoke  of  slavery  and  arbitrary  power, 
(which  the  tyranny  of  the  rebel  congress,  lost  to 
every  sense  of  truth  artd  virtue,  is  evidently  aim- 
ing to  rivet  upon  them,  by  calling  in  the  aid  of 
.  the  two  Roman  Catholic  powers  of  France  and 
Spain,  whose  policy  and  incessant  labor  it  has  been 
Ibr  ages  to  subvert  the  civil  and  religious  liber- 
ties of  mankind,)  and  to  restote  themselves  to  that 
state  of  perfect  freedom  which  is  acknowledged 
throughout  the  world  to  be  found  only  in  the  en- 
Tied  rights  and  condition  of  British  subjects: 

And  whereas  1  have  the  entire  confidence,  that  it 
is  the  wish,  inclination,  and  ardent  desire  of  his 
majesty's  faithful  and  loyal  subjects  in  this  pro- 
wince,  to  employ  their  sUength  on  this  great  occa- 
sion for  the  redemption  of  every  thing  that  can 
be  dear  to  men,  in  the  way  that  is  likely  most  effec 
tually  apd  certainly  to  accomplish  the  great  objects 
of  peace  and  happiness  which  they  have  in  view: 
I  do  hereby  exhort  and  invite  allthe  young  and  able- 
bodied  men  to  testify  the  reality  of  tlieir  loyalty 
sad  spirit,  by   enlisting  in  the  provincial  corps, 
which  UT2  forthwith  to  be  raised  and  put  under  my 
command,  as  his  majesty's  governor  of  the  pro 
wince,  hereby  informing  and  aasuring  them  that 
they  are  and  will  be  required  to  serve  only  during 
-the  rebellion,  and  within  the  provinces  of  North 
snd  South  Carolina  and  Virginia,  under  ofiicera  of 
their  own  recommendation;  that  each  man  will  re- 
ceive the  bounty  of  three  guineas  at  the  time  of 
enlisting,  and  all  the  pay,  clothing,  appointments, 
sllowances,  and  encouragements  of  soldiers  of  his 
majesty's  army;  and  will  be  entitled,  at  the  end  ol 


mad 
this 

Mil: 


THE  MECKLENBURG  RESOLUTIONS. 

FaOX  THE  BALIIOH  BIOISTBB. 

Declaration  0/  independence  — The  following  pa'' 
ragraph  appears  in  the  Essex  Register  of  the  34tli 
ult.  in  relation  to  the  declaration  of  independence 

ade  by  the  citizena  of  Mecklenbui|^  county,  in 
state,  as  early  as  May,  1775,  which  was  origi« 

lly  published  in  this  paper  on  the  30th  of  Aprils 
1818,  and  which  has  been  copied  into  most  of  the 
newspapers  printed  in  the  United  States. 

*'The  Mecklenburg  resolutions,  as  copied  from 
the  Raleigh  Register,  have  not  had  universal  credit. 
It  has  been  surprising  that  they  had  been  so  long 
unknown.    Though  the  publisher  says  they  rest 
upon  high  authority,  the  public  would  be  pleased 
to  know  more  about  them.    If  they  are  forgeries, 
they  are  highly  criminal,  and  we  agree,  that  '<fic« 
tions  of  this  kind,  five  and  forty  years  after  the  pre* 
tended  fact,  ought  to  be  discountenanced  by  every 
man  of  honor,  and  this  in  particular  ought  to  be 
hunted  from  the  dark  cavern  from  which  it  origi- 
!4ated.    The  more  ingenious  the  invention,  the 
more  detestable."    We  can  only  say    that,  from 
the  specious  form  in  which  they  appeared,  we  were 
induced  to  copy  them.    They  had  so  many  cir- 
cumstances that  they  could  easily  be  exposed,  if 
fictions;  and,  being  printed  in  the  state  in  which 
ihe  reaoluiions  are  said  to  have  been  taken,  they 


the  rebellion,  when  they  are  to  be  discharged,  to 


free  grants  of  land.  And  I  have  such  full  assu- 
rance that  his  majesty's  loyal  and  faithful  subjects 
of  this  province  wilt  so  clearly  see  the  propriety 
snd  necessity  of  forming  their  strength  upon  this 
plan,  which  experience  hath  proved  can  alone  ren- 
de;-  it  useful  and  efl'eeuial,  to  the  spee.ly  suppres- 
sion of  the  tyranny  which  has  for  years  past  de- 
prived them  of  every  blessing,  right,  and  enjoy- 
joyment  of  life,  that  I  am  coafitlent  ^leir  honest 
xeul  Will  lead  \Xv^m  to  contend  and  vie  with  each 
other  in  filli:ig  t!>e  re^ipective  battalions  in  whfcl« 


originated  where  these  circumstances  might  be  ex* 
pUined.    We  know  not  what  part  the  represent*- 
fives  of  Norih  Carolina  took  in  congress,  and  how 
Ut  they  availed  themselves  of  the  spirit  they  found 
in  their  constituents.    With  ui,  it  was  no  objection 
that  they  were  net  published.    We  knew  the  state 
of  the  press  at  that  time,  and  the  general  inability 
to  uke  a  fair  estimate  of  local  opinions.    As  some 
vloubia  have  arisen  respecting  the  documents,  it  it 
of  ihe  greatest  importance  that  the  documents  be 
examined  and  traced  to  their  true  history.    These 
doubts  involve  some  serious  questions.    We  copied 
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tbem  firom  the  preM»  and  tbey  have  no  object  in 
northern  policy.  They  are,  if  true,  favoPAble  to 
the  south,  in  which  they  appear.  As  they  re- 
gard a  period  of  our  history  in  which  every  thing 
should  be  clear  and  certain,  we  hope  the  publisber 
will  assist  to  more  satisfactory  knowledge  of  their 
true  character." 

For  the  satisfHCtion  of  the  respectable  editor  of 
the  Essex  Register,  we  are  desirous  of  giving  him, 
and  others,  who  may  have  doubts  aa  to  the  correct- 
ness of  these  documents,  all  the  information  in  our 
power;  and  we  feel  confident,  after  we  shall  have 
done  ao,  no  longer  doubt  will  remain  aa  to  the  truth 
and  reality  of  the  proceedings  in  question. 

It  appears,  this  Mecklenburg  declaration  of  in- 
dependence had,  during  lut  winter,  been  the  sub- 
jcet  of  conversation  at  Washington,  amongst  mem- 
bers of  congress;  and  that,  in  order  to  put  the  mat- 
ter out  of  dispute,  one  of  our  senators,  and  the 
representaHve  from  the  Mecklenburg  district,  in 
congress,  wrote  to  gentlemen  in  thst  part  of  the 
country,  most  likely  to  give  it,  lor  satisfactory  hi- 
formation  in  relation  to  this  matter. 

Our  senator  received  the  following  answer  to  the 
letter  which  he  wrote  on  this  occasion: 

**AlexaHtbiaHag  Mecklenburg  funty,  M  C, 

February  7,  1819. 

**Sts— Tour  application  to  gen.  Joseph  Graham, 
of  Lincoln  county  Ibr  information  respecting  the  de- 
Claration  of  independence  by  the  county  of  Meek 
lenburg,  previous  to  the  declsration  by  the  United 
States,  induced  him  toforward  your  letter  to  me  for 
the  like  purpose,  with  a  request  to  furnish  you. 
from  my  father's  old  papers,  every  thing  on  that 
subject  that  could  be  found;  but,  previous  to  the 
reception  of  your  letter,  William  Davidson*  had 
addressed  my  brother  on  the  same  subject, 
and  he  hu  furnished  all  that  could  be  found 
amongst  my  father's  papers  on  that  subject.  But,  on 
looking  again,  I  found  an  old  proclamation,!  which 
I  herein  enclose  to  you— if  it  should  be  of  any 
service,  you  can  use  it. 

**Nearly  all  my  father's  papers  were  burned  in 
the  spring  of  1800;  which  destroyed  the  papers 
now  wanting,  as  I  believe  he  acted  as  secretary  to 
the  the  committee  that  declared  independence  for 
thia  county  in  1775. 

<'Iam,sir,  with  respect  snd  esteem,  your,  &c. 

«*AVM   B.  ALEXANDER. 

**IIoh.  NATUiarai.  Macoh.'* 


1':u  (iecluration  r.\  '^  resolutisws  fMUhtd^  vcre 
re*-.-ived  by  Mr.  Davids'.r.  fro  n  J  M'Knitt,  (bro- 
ther of  Mr.  Alexander,  the  writer  of  the  above 
letter)  accompanied  with  the  following  certifi* 
cmte: 

''The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  papers  on 
the  above  subject,  left  in  the  hands  of  John 
M'Knitt  Alexander,  deceased.  I  llnd  it  mentioned 
on  (lie,  that  the  original  book  >vas  burned,  April, 
1800;  that  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  was  sent  to- 
Hugh  Williamson,  in  New  York,  then  writing  the 
history  of  North  Camlina,  snd  that  a  copy  wag 
sent  to  gen.  W.  R.  Davie. 

••J.  M*KNITT~ 

And  the  papers,  thus  certified,  were  sent  to  n* 
for  publication,  by  the  senator  who  had  collected 
the  information.  We  trust,  therefore,  tliat  the 
most  sceptical  will  no  longer  entertam  a  doubt  of 
the  authenticity  of  this  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence of  Mecklenburg  county.  If  further  evi« 
dence  of  these  facts  were  wanting,  it  is  bdieved. 
the  testimony  of  one  the  most  respectable  inhabi* 
tants  of  this  city,  who  was  present  when  the  de« 
claration  was  resolved  upon  might,  be  added. 


*Mr-  Davidson  is  the  representative  in  cong^t:s^ 
from  that  district. 

flbis  was  the  proclamation  of  George  3d.  pub- 
lished with  the  declaration. 


Revolutionary  Document. 

We  have  recently  procured  a  copy  of  the  instm* 
ment  by  which  GAGE,  in  1779,  proclahned  a  par- 
don to  all  Americans  who  should  "lay  down  their 
arms  and  return  to  their  duty,"  with  the  ezeeptioQ 
of  SAMUEL  ADAMS  and  JOHN  HANCOCK.  We 
find  by  the  mtroduction,  that  it  was  published  hf 
the  Whigs,  firom  the  British  originiL  It  is  in  the 
hand  bill  form,  and  we  believe  has  never  before  ap- 
peared in  a  news-p«per.— £</.  Botttn  Patrit, 

Cambridoi,  June  14^  1775« 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  an  infamout  tfdnf  hand* 
ed  about  here  yesterday,  and  now -reprinted  te 
aatisfy  the  curiosity  of  the  public.  As  it  is  replete 
with  consummate  impudence,  the  most  abomin- 
able lies,  and  stuffed  with  daring  exprcssiona  of 
tyranny,  as  well  as  rebellion  against  the  estab- 
lished consti'.uiional  authoriiy  of  the  AMERI- 
CAN STATES,  no  one  will  hesitate  in  pronoun- 
cing it  to  be  the  genmne  production  ot  that 
perfidious,  petty  tyrant,  Thomas  Gaob. 

BT  niS  SXCSLUIICT  TBI  HOST.  THOMAS  OAOB,  ISQ,. 

Govem9r  and  common  ffer  in  chief  in  and  over  Ai«  mo- 
Je%tyU  Province  of  Jktatoachusettt'Bay,  and  viee'^ 
admiral  of  the  tame. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whshias  the  infatuated  muMtudes,  who  have 
long  suffered  themselves  to  be  conducted  by  cer- 
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tias 


tin  welUknown  incendiaries  Mid  tnilors,  in  m  fatal 
ion  of  crimes,  ac^ainst  the  constitutional 
uthority  Of  the  state,  have  at  length  proceeded 
<i  avowed  rebellion;  and  the  good  effects  which 
ere  expected  to  arise  from   the  patience  and 
-«nity  of  the  king's  government,  have  been  often 
ustrmted^  and  are  now  rendered  bopeless.  by  the 
flueace  6f  the  same  evil  counsels;  it  only  re- 
ains  for  those  who  are  entrusted  with  supreme 
ule,  as  well  for  the  punishment  of  the  guilty,  as 
proUction  of  the  well  affected,  to  prove  they 
o  not  bear  UjC  sWord  in  vain. 
The  infringements  which  have  been  committed 
'itpon  the  most  sacred  rights  of  the  crown  and  peo- 
ple of  Great  Britain,  are  too  many  to  enumerate  on 
one  side,  and  are  all  too  atrocious  to  be  palliated 
tm  the  other.    All  unprejudiced  people  who  have 
leeo  witnesses  of  the  late  transactions,  in  tliis 
sbd  the  neighboring  provmces,  will  find,  upon  a 
transient  review,  m^rks  of  premeditation  and  con- 
spiracy that  would  justify  the  fulness  of  chastise- 
Bent:    And  even  those  who  are  least  acquainted 
with  fkets,  cannot  fail  to  receive  a  just  impression 
of  their  enormity,  in  proportion  as  they  discover 
the  arts  and  assiduity  by  which  they  have  been 
falsified  or  concealed.    The  authors  of  the  present 
unnatural  revolt,  never  daring  to  trust  their  cause 
c»r  their  actions,  to  the  judgment  of  an  impartial 
publiCy  or  even  to  the  dispassionate  reflection  of 
tlieir  followers,  have  uniformly  placed  their  chief 
confidence  in  the  suppression  of  truth:  And  while 
indefiitigable  and  shameless  pains  have  been  takep 
to  obstruct  every  appeal  to  the  real  interest  of 
the  people  of  America,   the   grossest  forgeries, 

calumnieB  and  absurdnifs  that  ever  insuUed  hu-  ^^^  ^f  ^^^  flagitious  a  nature  to  admit  of  any  other 
man  underst  .ending,  Imvc  been  imposed  upon  their,  consideration  than  that  of  condign  punUhment. 


armed  persons,  to  the  amount  of  many  ihousands, 
assembled  on  the  19ih  of  April  last,  and  from 
behind  walls  and  lurking  holes,  attacked  a  detach- 
ment of  the  king's  troops,  who,  not  ezpeciing  ^o 
consummate  an  act  of  frenzy,  unprepared  for  veo* 
geance  and  willing  to  decline  it,  m^de  use  of  their 
arms  only  in  their  own  defence.  Since  that  period 
the  rebels,  deriving  confidence  from  impunity,  have 
added  insult  to  outrage;  have  repeatedly  fired  up* 
on  the  king's  ships  and  subjects,  with  cannon  and 
small  arms;  have  possessed  the  roa<ls  and  other 
comnr^lnications  by  which  the  town  of  Boston  was 
supplied  with  provisions;  and,  with  a  preposterous 
parade  of  military  arrangemc^it,  they  affect  to  hold 
the  army  besieged;  while  part  of  their  body  make 
daily  and  indiscriminate  invasions  upon  private  pro- 
perty, and,  with  a  wantonness  of  cruelty  ever 
incident  to  lawless  tumult,  cai-ry  depredation  and 
distress  wherever  they  turn  their  steps.  l*he  ac- 
tions of  the  19th  of  April  are  of  such  notoriety,  as 
roust  baflie  all  attempts  to  contradict  them,  and 
the  flames  of  buildings  and  other  property,  from  the 
islands  and  adjacent  country,  for  some  weeks  past, 
itpread  a  melancholy  confirmation  of  the  subsequent 
assertions. 

In  this  exigency  of  complicated  calamities.  I 
avail  myself  of  the  last  effort  within  the  bounds  of 
my  duty  to  spare  the  effusion  of  blood;  to  offer, 
and  I  do  hereby  in  his  majesty's  name,  ofl^r  and 
promise  his  most  gracious  pardon,  to  all  persons 
who  shall  forthwith  lay  down  their  arms,  and  re- 
turn to  the  duties  of  peaceable  subjects,  excepting 
only  from  the  benefit  of  such  pardon,  SAMUEL 
ADAMS  and  JOHX  HANCOCK,  whose  offencea 


credu^ty.  Tlie  press,  that  distinguished  appen 
dage  of  public  liberty,  and  when  fairly  and  im- 
partially employed,  its  best  support,  haa  been 
invariably  prostituted  to  the  most  contrary  pur- 
poses: the  animated  language  of  ancient  and  vir;u- 
ovs  times,  calculated  to  vindicate  and  promote 
the  just  rights  and  interests  of  mankind,  hhve  been 
applied  to  countenance  the  most  abandoned  viola- 
tion of  those  sacred  blessings;  and  not  only  from 
the  flagitious  prints,  bu(  from  the  popular  harangues 
of  the  times,  men  have  been  taught  to  depend  up- 
on  activity  in  treason  for  the  security  of  their  per- 
bons  and  ;)ropertie&:  lill,  to  complete  the  horrid  pro- 
fanation of  terms  and  of  ideas,  the  name  of  God  ha<> 
been  introduced  in  the  ;;ul;'iils  to  excite  aiid  jusiify 
CevastuVioa  and  rrias>\icre. 


And  to  the  end  that  no  person  within  the  limits 
of  this  proffered  mercy  may  plead  ignorance  of  the 
consequences  of  refusing  it,  I  by  these  presents 
pioclaim,  not  only  the  persons  above-named  and 
excepted,  but  also  all  their  adherents,  astociaies 
and  abettors,  meaning  to  comprehend  in  those 
terms  all  and  every  person,  and  persons  of  what 
class,   denomination   or  description  s<>ever»   who 
have  appeared  in  arrot  against  the  king'a  govern- 
ment, and  shall  not  lay  down  the  sante  as  afore- 
mentioned; and  likewise  all  such  as  shall  so  take 
arms  after  the  date  hereof,  or  who  shall  in  any -wise 
protect  or  conceal  such  offenders,  or  assist  them 
with  money,  provi^iion,  cattle,  arms,  am:iiuni.ian, 
carriages,  or  nny  other  necessary  for  i>ui»:ii^i(fnce 


TliC  minds  of  me!)  having  been  tlius  gradually:  or  ofiVnct;   or  xhali  hold  secret  con-esponJence 
ffrr'ixrcf*  ibr-thf   vor-i*.  (.x'lcjnitics,  a  uiinabcr  oj    w-lh  thtj.ii  hv  lollr-r,  jiieisage,  si^  jaI,  or  othe<; 
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wise,  to  be  rebels  and  traitors,  and  as  such  to  be] by  landing  in  difTerent  parts  of  the  cbui 
treated.  keep  them  in  continual  hot  water;  but  as 

l/?ii//  whereat,  during  the  continuance  of  the  >-«**•«  t«''ls  me  he  means  to  give  you  pai 
present  unnatural  rebellion,  justice  cannot  be  ad-!  enough,  I  sliall  say  no  more  on  that  subject, 
ministered  by  the  common  law  of  the  land,  the^he  prisoners,  we  hare  taken  one  Oliver, 
course  wliereof  has,  for  a  long  time  past,  beenUnd  Deane,  two  natires  of  Boston,  I 

▼iolenily  impeded,  and  wholly  interrupted;  from  >-»  gunpowder  to  North  Carolina.    The  U 


seiit  from  Boston  to  iufiuence  the  minds  of 
pie,  in  wiiich  he  has  been  but  too  Buccessi 
was  taken  from  on  board  a  schooner  go^ 
this  place  to  the  Western  Islands,  to  brinf^ 


whence  resuUs  a  necessi'y  for  using  and  exercis- 
ing the  law  martial:  I  have  therefore  thouglit  fii, 
by  the  authority  vested  in  me,  by  the  royal  cha-- 
^  ter  to  this  province,  to  publish,  and  I  do  hereby 
publish,  proclaim  and  order  the  use  and  exercise  to  this  colony;  and  the  others  have  carrw 
of  ihe  law  martial,  within  and  throughout  this j  against  his  m»je?cty  in  this  province.  I  K 
province*,  for  so  long  time  m  the  present  unhappy 'them  more  with  a  view  of  intimidating  othi 
occasion  ahall  necessarily  require;  whereof  all  •  to  punish  them,  as  they  expect  here  that, 
persons  are  hereby  required  to  take  notice,  and'a^  the\  are  sent  to  Boston,  they  are  to  be 
govern  themselves,  as  well  to  maintain  order  and  Robinson  is  a  delegate  of  our  convention;  M 


was  a  captain  of  their  minute-meo.    Perbs 
may  be  of  some  use  to  you,  in  exchangin 


regularity  among  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the 
province,  as  to  resist,  encounter  and  subdue  the 
rebels  and  traitors  above*  Jeicribed  by  auch  as  shall  i Tor  good  men.    The  sloop  not  sailing  so  8< 
be  called  upon  for  those  purposes.  j  expected,  I  have  to  inform  you  thas  on  tl 

jinst.  I  had  information  that  a  party  of  i 
To  tbeM  ineviuble.  but  1  tni.t  ..lutary  met- ib„^,^„f  j^^  ^,,„,  c^rolinarebeUh.d  « 
>ttre«.  it  is  a  far  more  ple.«in,5  part  of  my  d-tyj^^  „,^  „.ist»nce  of  those  in  tlus  colonA-,  ., 
to  add  the  HS.ur.nces  of  protection  .nd  •upport.jp^.^^j  ,  ,  p,^^.^  ^^„^j  ,^^  Great -Bridge, 
to  all  who.  in  so  trying  a  crisis,  shall  manifest  j^,^^^.^,  ^^  .^  ^j.^  ^^^^^^  ^  ,ccordi..g 
their  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  affection  to  thel^,,^^^  ^^^  ,;,„^  ^„^,  .„  ^^^j,  .^  ,^^  „, 
parent  state.  So  that  such  person,  as  may  hareL^,  j^  ,,^  ^.^^^  ^,j^^^„  ^^^^^^  ,^j  3(,  ,^,, 
been  intimidated  to  quit  their  habiutions  in  the  f^„  jj„,f„,^  ^^  ,^„^gj  ^i^,^.^  ^^^  „ 
course  of  thU  alarm,  may  return  to  their  respec-  l^e  bridge,  and  arrived  there  a  little  aft 
tive  cUlings  and  professions,  and  stand  distincinjg^,.  b„,^  ^^  ^.^^  g^^,^  mortifioaiion.  fo, 
and  separate  from  the  parricides  of  the  conslitu-  ^j^j,  ,,,,j  g  _^^„  ^^^  ^^^^i  ,^  ^.^  ,.^  „,,^  , 
tion.  till  God.  in  his  mercy,  shall  restore  to  his,  ^^.t  a  body,  between  2  and  300,  of  cir  reb« 
creatures,  in  this  districted  land,  that  system  or.^^^^^.,^  .^out  .en  miles  of  u,,  we  detcrm 

happiness  from  which  they  have  been  seduced,  the  I  K^.»  ..^  .u^-  .  j  j-     i 

'^*  ^  *         beat  up  their  q'larters,  and  accordinjfly  pro 

reliction  of  peace,  and  liberty  founded  upon  law.     Lu^..a  ^-  u.  —  i  u      .u      p     j  i 

*>  *^        '  '  *^  'about  eight  miles,  when  they  fired  on  o'.ir  trl 

Civsw  at  Boston,  this  twelfth  day  of  June,  injguards  fnm  the  woods,  on  which  I  imme 

tie  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  ma- j  ordered  our  people  to  rush  in  upon  them, 

je-ty  GEOUGB  the  third,  by  the  grace   ofjihesame  timescnt  ap.4ry  of  the  re>rnUrs,  v 

GOD,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland, 'volunteers,  to  ou-flank  th^'m.      The   enei 

KINO,  defenrler  of  the  Faith,  &c.  Auiioque  I  mediately   fl  d  on  all  quarters,  and  our 

Domini,  1775.  jpursued  them   for  a  mi'e  or  oioro,   killed 

THOMAS  GAGE,     .drov    others  in  o  a  creek,  \vu.-retliey  were 

By  his  excellency's  command:  ,ed,  anJ  took  nine  pri^oiers,  tinonj^  wlio  «  is 

Tao's  Fmjckrr,  secretary.  i their  colo  els.     We  on'y  hid  one  man  wo 

God  savb  thk  kijcc.  iwLo  is  recovering    I  i.n:r,c.lia*ely  upou  thi- 

"^^■""^■^■■■■^■^  it:  e  enclosed  p  oclam-.i  ioii;  which  ha«» had a^ 

Lord  Dunmore  to   GeDenal  Howe.      ful  efTec;,  as  there  are  no  les^  than  300  wl 

WiLLiAMSBVROH,  VivQi^iA,  Jail.  25        t»k  Tx  aiid  Rigned  the  end  sed  oath.     The 

The  fol'oving'  it  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  lori  7Jrm-  are  also  fl  >ckirig  in  from  all  quarters,  which 

more  to  general  Unoe,  dated  yVovemffer  30,  1775. ;  will  o/>'ige  the  rebels  to  disperse,  to  take 


"1  luust  inform  you,  that  with  our  little  corpw  I 
think  we  have  done  wonders.  We  have  taken  an  { 
destroyed  above  fourscore  pieces  of  ordnance,  and 


their  families  and  property,  an^*.  had  I  but 
more  men  here,  I  would  immediately  ma 
Williamsburgh,  my  former  place  of  reside! 
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mrbicb  I  tSotild  soon  compel  the  whole   colony  to 
submit.    We  are  in  great  vant  of  small  arms;  and 
if   two  or  three  field  pieces  and  their  carriage«i 
ooitild   be  spared,  they  would  be  of  great  service 
t.o  us«  alio  some  cartridge  paper,  of  which  not  a 
Abeet  is  to  be  got  in  this  country,  and  all  our 
emririij(es  are  expended.— Since  the  19th  of  May 
last  I  have  not  received  a  single  line  from  any  one 
in  adminbtratlon,  though  I  have  wrote  volumes  to 
them,  in  each  of  which  1  have  prayed  to  be  instruct  - 
ed,  but  to  no  purpose.    I  ami  therefore  determined 
to  go  oa  doin;  the  best  of  my  power  for  his  Tia 
jesiy's  service.    I  b<ive  «ccordingly  ordered  a  regi 
mcQt,  called  the  Queeit's  own  loyal  regiment,  of 
5O0meii,  lo  be  raised  immediately,  consisting  of  a 
lieutenant-colonel  commandant,   major,  and   ten 
companies,  each   of  which  is  to   consist  of  one 
capuin,  two  lieutenants,  one  en«ign,  and  fil^y  pri 
vates,  with  non-commissio'ied  oflioers  in  propor- 
tion.   You  may  observe,  by  my  proclamation,  that 
•f  9fir  frtedom  to  the  blacht  "f  all  rtbeh  that  join  iwir, 
in  consequence  of  which  there  are  between  2  aiu! 
300 already  come  in,  and  those  1  fii^n  into  corps  aH 
fasi  as  they  come  in,  givini?  th^m  wtiite  officers  and 
Don-commifsioners  inprop.)rtion.— A.  »d  from  thes- 
tvo  plans,  1  make  no  doubt  of  getting  men  enou^^h 
lo  reduce  this  colony  to  a  proper  sense  of  theii* 
duty.    My  next  distress  will  be  the  want  of  arms, 
Mcoutrements  and  money,  all  of  which  you  may 
^sbleto  relieve  me  from.    Trte  latter  I  am  sure 
you  can,  as  there  are  many  merchants  here   who 
ve  ready  to  supply  me,  on  my  giving  iliem  bills 
M  you,  which  you  will  have  to  withdraw,  and  give 
your  own  in  tiieir  room.    I  hope  this  mode  will  be 
*fif^tble  to  you;  it  is  the  same  that  general  Gagv 
I^oposcd.    I  have  now,  in   order  to  carry  on   the 
'Ccruiiing  bu«i;te8s,  victu^llinf;^,  clothing,  Sec.  dra-vn 
M  you  for  £5000  strrling,  and  have  Hppointed  a  pay- 
■uter.who  will  keep  exact  account  fi.    I  wish  you 
*ould  inform  me,  by  the  return  of  the  sLiop,  what 
bounty  money  may  be  given  to  ihose  who  enlist.— 
^^g  heard  that  1000  clioscn  men  be'o.iging  to 
^o^rebfls,  a  great  part  of  whom  were  nfli-men,  were 
**  their  march  to  aita  k  u«  here,  or  to  cut  off  our 
provisional,  I  determined  to  take  possession  of  the 
P^Matthe  Great- Rridfje,   wh:cli   secures  us   the 
P^&test  part  of  two  cou.i  iei,  to  supply  us   with 
Provisions.     1  accordinjjly  orilered  a  stockade   to  \ 
•^  erected  there,  which  was  done  in  a  ftw  day-; 


'ip.d  I  mak  no  doubt  we  shall  now  be  able  to  main- 
tain our  ground  there;  but  should  we  be  obliged 
to  abandon  it,  we  have  thrown  up  an  intrenchment 
on  the  land  Ride  of  Norfolk,  which  I  hope  they 
never  will  be  able  to  force.  Here  we  are  contend- 
ing, with  only  a  very  small  part  of  a  .regiment, 
against  the  extensive  coiony  of  Virginia.  If  you 
vnfild  but  spare  me,  for  a  few  months,  the  64th 
regiment  now  in  the  castle,  and  the  remaining  part 
of  the  l^t's  I  really  beiieve  we  should  reduce  this 
colony  to  %  piopT  se  »se  of  their  iluly.'* 


ConveutioD  iu  Virginia. 

Ifetolvtd,  unanimously,  that  this  convention  do 
big'  ly  approve  of  col.  Woodford's  conduct,  mani- 
fested, as  well  in  the  iiuccess  of  the  troops  under 
his  coaimand,  as  in  the  humane  treatment  of,  asid 
kind  acten'ion  to,  the  unfortunate,  though  brave 
officers  and  soldiers,  who  were  made  prisonerN  io 
the  late-  action  near  the  Great  Bridge,  and  that  the 
president  communicate  to  cul.  Woodford  the  sense 
of  his  country  on  thiit  occasion. 


Whereas  lord  Dunmore,  by  his  proclamation, 
dated  on  hoard  the  sliip  William,  the  T^h  day  of 
November,  1775  hath  presumed,  in  direct  violati  )ri 
of  the  constituiion,  and  the  laws  of  this  country, 
to  declare  mariial  law  in  force,  and  to  be  executed 
throughout  this  colony,  whereby  our  lives,  our  li- 
beriy,  and  our  property,  are  arbitrarily  subjected 
to  his  power  and  direction:  and  whereas  the  said 
lord  Dunmore,  assuming  powers  which  the  kirg 
himself  cannot  exccise,  to  intimidate  the  good 
people  of  this  colony  into  a  compliance  with  his 
arbitrary  will,  iiatb  declared  those  who  do  noi  im- 
mediately repair  to  his  sttmdard.  and  submit  in  all 
thii.gs  to  a  government  not  warranted  by  the  con- 
stitution, to  be  in  actual  rebellion,  and  thereby  to 
have  incurred  the  penalties  ii;flicted  by  the  laws 
for  such  off  .-nces;  and  hath  offered  freedom  to  ihe 
servants  and  slaves  of  those  h«  U  pleased  to  term 
rebels,  arming  them  against  their  masters,  and 
destroying  the  peace  and  happinesq  of  his  ma- 
jesty's good  and  faithful  subjects,  whose  property 
is  rendered  insecure,  and  whose  lives  are  exposed 
to  the  dangers  of  a  general  insurrection:  We,  as 
gijardians  of  t!ie  lives  and  libc^riy  of  the  people, 
o'lr  constituenis,  conceived  it  to  be  indispensably 
our  duty  to  protect  them  against  every  species  of 
!  despo  ism,  and  to  endeavor  to  remove  those  fears 


"^  I  pat  an  officer  and  2j  men  to  garrison  it,  wiih  ......    ^  ... 

u^       ,  .  ......  I  with  which  they  arc  so  justly  alarmed. 

■^e  volunteer*  and  -— ,  who   h*ve  dctendca   i'  j 

^linitall  the  efftjrls  of  the  rebels  fjr  thene  eight       If  it  were  possible  the  understandings  of  men 


^^*  past.    We  buve  killed  several  of  their  men, 


could  be  sj  blinded,  that  every  gleam  of  reason 
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mif^ht  be  lost,  the  hope,  his  lordship  says,  he  hath 
ever  entertained  of  an  accommodation  between 
Great  Britain  and  this  colony,  mi^ht  now  pass 
unnoticed:  but  truth,  justice,  and  common  sense, 
must  ever  prerail,  when  facts  can  be  appealeil  to 
in  their  support.  It  is  the  peculiar  happiness  of 
this  colony,  that  his  lor'ifihip  can  be  traced  as  the 
source  of  innumerable  evils,  and  one  of  the  princi- 
pal causes  of  the  misfortunes  under  which  we  now 
labor.  A  ptrticuUr  detail  of  his  conduct,  since  his 
arriTal  in  this  colony,  can  be  considered  only  as  a 


seized  and  draprf^ed  to  confinement,  contrary  U^ 
the  principles  of  liberty,  and  the  constitution  olT 
oar  country:  yet  have  we  borne  this  injurious  treat* 
ment  with  unexampled  patience,  unwillinj^  to  alied 
the  blood  of  our  fellow-subjects,  who,  prosecuting 
the  metiRurrs  of  a  Hritish  parliament,  would  aaeri- 
fice  our  lives  and  property  to  a  relentless  liiry  and. 
unabatin^  avaric«*.  If  a  fpvemor  can  be  authorised* 
even  by  majesty  itself,  to  annul  the  laws  of  theland* 
and  to  introduce  the  most  execrable  of  all  systems, 
the  law  martialt  if,  by  his  single  fiat,  he  can  strip 


repetition,  it  having  been  already  fully  published  ,  ug  of  our  property,  can  give  freedom  to  onr  ser- 
to  the  world  by  the  proceedings  of  the  general  i^ants  and  slaves,  and  arm  them  for  our  destruction, 
assembly,  and  a  former  convention;  but  the  un-  let  us  bid  adieu  to  every  thing  valuable  in  life;  let 
remitting  violence  with  which  his  lordship  endea-  us  at  once  bend  our  necks  to  the  galling  yoke,  and 
vors  to  involve  this  country  in  the  most  dreadful  hug  the  chains  prepared  for  us  and  our  latest  pos- 
calamities,  certainly  affords  new  matter  for  the  terity* 


attention  of  the  public,  and  will  remove  every 
imputation  of  ingratitude  to  his  lordship,  or  of 
injustice  to  his  character.  His  lordship  is  pleased 
to  ascribe  the  unworthy  steps  he  hath  taken  against 
this  colony  to  a  necessity  arising  from  the  conduct 
of  its  inhabitants,  whom  he  hath  considered  in  a 
rebellioift  state,  but  whoknow  nothing  of  rebellion 
except  the  name.  Ever  zealous  in  support  of 
tyranny,  he  hath  broken  the  bomls  of  society,  and 
trampled  justice  under  his  feet.  Had  his  lordship 
been  desirous  of  affectinp^  an  accommodation  of 
these  disputes,  he  hath  had  the  most  ample  occa- 
sion of  exerting  both  his  interest  and  abilities;  but 
that  he  never  had  in  view  any  such  salutary  end, 
most  evide'^tly  appears  from  the  whole  tenor  of 
his  conduct.    The  supposed  design  of  the  Canada 


It  is  with  inexpressible  concern  we  reflect  upon 
the  distressed  situation  of  some  of  our  unhappy 
countrymen,  who  had  thought  themselves  too  im- 
mediately within  the  power  of  lord  Dunmore,  and 
have  been  induced  thereby  to  remain  inactive.  We 
lament  the  advantage  he  hath  taken  of  their  situa- 
tion, and  at  present  impute  their  inactivity,  in  the 
cause  of  freedom  and  the  constitution,  not  to  any 
defection  or  want  of  zeal,  but  to  their  defence- 
less state;  and  whilst  we  endeavor  to  afford  them 
succour,  and  to  support  their  rights,  we  expect 
they  will  contribute  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
effect  their  delivei-ance:  yet  if  any  of  our  people* 
in  violation  of  their  faith  plighted  to  this  colony* 
and  the  duty  they  owe  to  society,  shall  be  found 

in  arms,  or  continue  to  give  assistance  to  our  ene- 
bill  harinp  been  to  drawdown  upon  us  4  merciless  ^.^^^  ^^  ^,^^„  „,j„^  „„„elves  justified,  by  the 


aud  savage  enemy,  the  present  mantcuvres  amongst 
the  Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland,  and  the  schemes 
concerted  with  Doctor  Connelly,  and  other  vile 
instrument,  of  tyranny,  which  b.re  .ppe.red  b,      >'»?»•»"<>  "i*  «  i'««  »■«»  •'<'•=«»  «»»  fo'  «>• 


necessity  we  arc  under,  in  executing  upon  them  the 
law  of  retaliation. 


the  examinati.m  of  the  said  Cvinnclly,  justify  the 
supposition,  and  most  fully  evince  hiit  lordship's 
inimical  and  crticl  disposition  towsrds  us,  and  can 
be-t  determine  whether  we  have  been  wrong  in 
preparing  to  resist,  even  Sy  arms,  that  system  of 
tyranny  adopted  hy  the  ministry  and  parliament  of 
f;reat  Britain,  of  which  he  is  become  the  rigid 


welfare  and  huppiness  ot  our  countrymen,  we  trust 
they  will,  on  their  part,  exert  themselves  in  de- 
fence of  our  common  cause,  and  that  we  shall  aU 
acquit  ourselves  like  freemen,  being  compelled  by 
a  disagreeable,  hut  absol'tte  necessity,  of  repelling 
force  by  force,  to  maintain  our  just  rights  and 
privileges;  and  we  appeal  to  God,   who   is   the 


exeritioner  in  this  colony.    The  many  depred.-  Sovereign  Disposer  of  all  events,  for  the  justice 

tions  committed  also  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  :«<"»'«■  «=»•"«•  *■•"**'"»  '"  '"'  ""'"'"^  ''«»«1<"»  '• 

I         I.    .u     ^     J  J     .1  J  1  '  direct  our  councils,  and  eive  success  to  our  arms, 

colony,  by  the  tenders  and  other  armed  vessels  j  wwu..wiio,      v*  ^ 

employed  by  his  lordship  for  stich  purposes;  the  whereas  lord  Dunmore,  by  his  proclamation* 
pilfering  and  plundering  the  property  of  the  peo-  dated  on  board  the  ship  William,  off  Norfolk,  the 
pie,  and  the  actual  seduction  and  seizure  of  their  7^1,  day  of  November,  1775,  hath  offered  freedom 


slaves,  were  truly  alarming  in  their  effects,  and 


to  such  able  bodied  slaves  as  are  willing  to  join 


called  aloud  for  justice  and  resistance.    The  per-  kj^^  ^^^j  ^^^^  up  ^^j^^  agtinst  the  good  people  of 
sons  of  many  of  our  peaceable  brethren  have  been  '^j^j,  colony,  giving  thereby  encouragement  to  a 
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general  insurrection,  which  in»y  induce  a  necessity 

of  inflicting  the  severest  punishments  upon  th«se 

unbsppy  people  already  dfluded  by  his  base  and 

insidious  arts,  and  whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  g^ene 

ral  assembly  now  in  force  ia  this  colony,  it  is 

enacted,  that  all  nej^ro,  or  other  slaves,  conspirinp 

to  rebel  or  make  insurrection,  shall  suffer  death, 

and  be  excluded  all  benefit  of  cler(^-^we  think 

it  proper  to  declare,  that  sU  slaves  who  have  been, 

or  shall  be,  seduced  by  his  lordship's  proclama- 
tion, or  otlier  arts,  to  desert  their  master's  senricf*, 

and  take  up  srres  against  the  inhabitants  of  this 

colony,  shall  be  liable  to  such  punishment  as  shall 

hereafter  be  directed  by  the  convention.    And  tn 

the  end  that  all  such,  who  have  taken  this  unlaw. 

ful  and  wicked  step,  may  return  in  safety  to  their 
duty,  and  escap^^  the  punishment  due  to   their 

crimes,  we  hereby  promise  pardon  to  them,  they 

•urrcndering  themselves  to  colonel  William  Wood- 

Tord,  or  any  other  commander  of  our  troops,  and 

Jiot  appearinff  in  arms  af\er  the  publication  hereof, 
^nd  we  do  further  earnestly  recommend  it  to  all 
liumane  and  benevolent  persons  in  this  colony ,  to 
explain  and  make  known  this  our  offer  of  mercy  to 
those  unfortunate  people. 

And   whereas.  notwithsUnding^  the  favorable 

And  \ind  dispositions  shewn  by  the  conveition  and 

the  natives  of  this  colony,  and  the  extraordinary 

A>id  unexampled  indul^rence  by  them  held  out  to 

^enativetof  Great  Britaii^residingf  in  this  colony,  ers  of  government,  and  are  thereby  endeavoring^ 

Ol«  Scotch  who  gave  themselves  this  title  in  their  j  to  over»urn  our  most  happy  constitution,  and  have 

incMrred  the  guilt  of  actual  rebellion  against  our 
most  gracious  sovereign:  We  have  therffore  tak*»n 


Ibis  country,  wTierever  bom,  ought  to  be  e?:empted 
from  any  of  the  burthens  or  dangers  to  which  the 
colony  is  exposed;  but  that,  as  good  citizenB,  it  is 
incumbent  on  them  to  use  every  exertion  of  th«»ir 
power  and  abilities  in  the  common  defence;  and 
should  any  persons  of  ability  declini?  or  shrink  from 
so  neressary  a  duty  to  the  community,  that  all  such, 
except  those  who  have  taken  up  arms  against  our 
inhabitants,  or  shewn  themselves  to  us,  may  be 
permitted,  under  a  license  of  the  committee  of 
safety,  to  leave  the  country. 

O:;^0ne  of  Id.  Dunmore's  tenders  wenttoaplsce 
called  Mulberry-island,  in  Warwick  county,  and 
landed  her  men,  who  went  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Wells's 
bouse,  with  their  faces  blacked  like  negroes,  whose 
companions  they  are,  and  robbed  the  house  of  all 
the  furniture,  four  negrroes,  a  WHtch,  and  ntock- 
buckle.  The  inhuman  wretches  even  took  the  bed 
on  which  lay  two  sick  infants. 

A  copy  tf  the  oath  extorted  from  the  people  ft/A'or. 
folk  mnd  Princess  Anne,  by  lord  Vunmore, 

••We  tlie  inhabitants  of being  fully  sensible 

of  the  errors  and  guilt  into  which  this  colony  hatb 
been  misled,  under  color  of  seeking  redress  of 
grievances,  and  that  a  set  of  factious  men  styling 
themselv^s  committees,  conventions,  and  con<* 
jrrcsses,  have  violently,  and  under  various  pre- 
tences, usurped  the  legiHlative  and  executive  pow. 


petition)  many  of  these  have  lately  become  strict  * 

adherents  to  the  lord  Dunmore  and  the  most  active 

l^nwBoters  of  all  his  cruel  and  arbitrary  pcrsecu- 

^Hm  of  the  good  people  of  thit  colony,  not  only 

^violtting  the  continental  association,  to  which 

thejr had  solemnly  subscribe!,  ii  many   the  most 

flsjTVit  instances;  not  merely  by  giving  intelligence 

iooor  enemies  and  furnishing  them  with  provisiona, 

bat  by  propagating,  as  well  in  Great  Britain  as  in 

tktf  colony,  many  of  the  most  mischievous  false- 

booda^  to  the  great  prejudice  and  dishonor  of  this 

eoantry:    And  moreover,  many  of  these  natives  of 

CSreat  Britain,  instead  of  giving  their  assistance  in 

nppretsing insurrections,  have  contrary  to  all  faith, 

foiemnly  plighted  in  their  petition,  excited  our 

slavea  Co  rebellion,  and  some  of  them  have  daringly 


an  oath  abjuring  their  authority,  and  solemnly 
promising,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  to 
hear  faith  and  true  allegiance  to  his  sacred  m.a- 
jesty  George  the  third;  and  that  we  will,  to  the 
utmost  of  our  power  and  abiltfy,  support,  main. 
tain,  and  defend  hi^  crown  and  dignity,  against  all 
traitorous  attempts  and  conspiracies  whatsoever. 
And  whereas  armed  bodies  of  men  are  collected 
in  various  parts  of  this  colony,  without  any  legal 
authority,  we  wish  them  to  be  informed,  thitt  ho>«'. 
ever  unwilling  we  shov.Kl  be  to  af-.d  the  blood  of 
our  countrymen,  we  must,  in  discharge  of  omt  du*y 
to  God  and  the  king,  and  in  sMpport  of  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  our  country,  oppose    their 


led  those  slaves  in  arms  against  our  inhabitants;  the  i  marching  into  this  county,  where  their  coming 
committee  having  these  things  in  AiU  proof,  and  jcananswernoguodend,  bur,  one  the  contrary,  must 


conaldering their  alarming  and  dangerous  tendency, 
do  give  it  as  their  opinion,  and  it  ia  accordingly 
rmolvedf  that  the  former  resolution  in  their  favor 
oogfat  from  hencelbrtb  to  be  totally  abrogated  and 


Mseinde^i  that  none  of  the  freemen,  inbtbitantt  of  <  the  last  drop  of  our  blood.*' 


expose  us  to'  the  ravages  and  liorrora  of  a  civjl  war: 
and,  for  that  purpose,  wc  are  determined  to  t'ike 
advantage  of  our  happy  situation,  and  will  defend 
the  passes  into  our  county,  and  r.cighborfjood,  to 
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>l  assachusetts  -  Bay  • 

My  the  great  and  general  court  of  the  cohm/ 

Mteaachutftte  Bay. 
A  PROCLAMATlOir. 

The  frailty  of  human  nature,  the  wants  of  indivi 
duals,  and  the  numerous  d^n^rs  whieh  surround 
thf'm,  through  the  conme  of  life,  have,  in  all  af^s, 
and  in  every  country,  impelled  them  to  form  socie- 
ties and  establish  governments. 


As  the  happiness  of  the  people  ll  the  sole  end 
of  government,  so  the  consent  of  the  people  is  the 
oniy  foundation  of  it,  in  reason,  morality,  and  the 
natural  fitniras  of  things.  An^  therefore  evry 
ac^  of  government,  evei*y  exercise  of  sovereignty, 
•gainst,  or  without,  the  consent  of  the  people,  is 
iDJustioe,  usurpation,  and  tyranny. 

It  is  a  maxim  that  in  every  «rovernment,  there 
must  exist,  somewhere  a  supreme,  sovereign, 
absolute,  and  uncontrolable  power»  but  this  power 
resides  always  in  the  body  of  the  people;  and  it 
never  was,  or  can  be  delegated  to  one  man,  or  a 
few;  the  great  Creator  having  never  given  to  men 
m  right  to  vest  others  with  authority  over  them, 
unlimited  either  in  duration  or  degree. 

When  kings,  ministers,  governors,  or  legislators, 
therefore,  instead  of  exercising  the  powers  entrust, 
ed  ^rith  them,  according  to  the  principles,  forms 
and  proportions  stated  by  the  constitution,  and 
established  by  the  original  compact,  prostitute 
those  powers  to  the  purposes  of  oppression — to 
subvert,  instead  of  supporting  a  free  constitution; 
—to  destroy,  instead  of  preserving  the  lives,  liber- 
tics  and  properties  of  the  people;— they  are  no 
longer  to  be  deemed  magistrates  vested  with  a 
sscred  character,  btit  become  public  enemies,  and 
ought  to  be  resisted. 

The  administration  of  Great  Britain,  despising 
equally  the  justice,  humanity  and  magnanimity  of 
their  ancestors;  and  the  rights,  liberties  and 
courage  of  AMERICANS,  have,  for  a  course  of 
years,  labored  to  establish  a  sovereignty  in  Ame> 
rica,'not  founded  in  thecon<tcnt  of  the  people,  but 
in  the  mere  will  of  persons,  a  thousand  leagues 
from  us,  whom  we  know  not,  and  have  endeavored 
to  establish  this  sovereignty  over  us,  against  our 
consent,  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

The  colonies,  during  this  period,  have  recurrec! 
to  every  peaceable  resource  in  a  free  constitutior, 
by  petitions  and  remonstrances,  to  obtain  justice ; 
which  has  been  not  only  denied  to  them,  but  they 
h;&ve  been  treated  with  unexampled  indignity  and 


Icontempti  and  at  length,  open  war  of  the  moti 
s  atrodeus,  cruel  and  sanguinary  kind,  has  been  com* 
ni<*nced  against  them.  To  this  an  open,  manff 
and  successfal  resistance  has  hitherto  been  nadeft 
thirteen  colonies  are  now  firmly  united  in  the  con- 
duct of  this  most  just  and  necessary  war,  under  ihe 
wise  councils  of  their  congress. 


It  is  the  will  of  Providence  for  wise,  righteous, 
and  gracious  ends,  that  this  colony  should  have 
been  singled  out,  by  the  enemies  of  America,  as  the 
first  object,  both  of  their  envy  snd  their  revenge; 
and  after  having  been  made  the  subject  of  several 
mercilf^ssand  vindictive  statutes,  one  of  wbidi  w«a 
intended  to  subvert  our  co.istituiion  by  charter,  b 
nade  the  seat  of  war: 

No  effectual  resistance  to  the  system  of  t3rranny 
P'-ep.ired  for  us,  could  be  made  without  either 
instant  recourse  to  arms,  or  a  temporary  suspen* 
sion  of  the  ordinary  powers  of  government,  and 
tribunals  of  justice  To  the  last  of  which  evils,  in 
hopen  of  a  speedy  reconciliation  with  Gr^at  Bri- 
tain, upon  equitable  terms,  the  congress  advised  uft 
to  submit: — An.d  msnkind  has  seen  a  phenomenoQ, 
without  example  in  the  political  world,  a  large  and 
populous  colony,  subsisting  in  grrat  decency  and 
order,  for  more  than  a  year,  under  such  a  suspensioo 
of  government. 

But  as  our  enemies  have  proceeded  to  a^h  bar- 
barous extremities,  commencing  iiostilities  upoe 
the  good  people  of  this  colony,  and  with  unpre- 
cedented malice  exerting  their  power  to  spread 
ihe  calamines  of  fire,  sword  and  famine  through 
the  land,  and  no  reasonable  prospect  remains  of  a 
speedy  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain,  the  con- 
gress have  reaolved.' 

*'That  no  obedience  being  due  to  the  act  of  par* 
liament  for  altering  the  chirter  of  the  colony  of 
Massachusetts' Bsy,  nor  to  a  governor  or  lieutenant- 
governor,  who  will  not  observe  the  directions  of, 
but  endeavor  to  subvert  that  charter,  the  gover- 
nor aad  lieutenant-g^vemor  of  that  colony  are  to 
be  considered  as  absent,  and  their  offices  vacant 
And  •  s  there  is  no  council  there,  and  inconvenien- 
cies  arising  from  ih^  suspension  of  the  powers  of 
i^overnment  are  intolerable,  especially  at  a  time 
when  general  Gage  hath  actually  levied  war,  snd 
is   carrying   on    hostilities  against  bis  majesty's 
peaceable  and  loyal  subjects  of  tliat  colony:  that, 
.»  order  to  conform  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  spirit 
*nd  substance  of  tlie  charter,  it  be  recommended 
•  ^  the  provincial  convention  to  write  letters  to  the 
\habitants  of  the  several  places  which  are  entitled 
to  representation  in  assembly,  requesting  them  to 


V 


PRINCIPLBS  AND  ACTS  Of  THE  BfiVOLUTIOfN. 


14^ 


cUootetucfi  rof>re«entatiyeii(  and  that  the  sateT.bly, 
vhen  chosen,  do  elect  counsellors;  and  thai  huch 
aaiembij  and  council  esercMe  the  powers  of  f^o- 
▼eri'.ment,  vmtil  a  goTemor  of  his  majfsty*s  appoint  • 
neat  will  consent  to  gorem  the  colony  according 
to  its  charter.  "• 

In  pursuance  of  which  advice,  the  i^ood  people 
of  this  colony  have  chosen  a  full  and  free  reprc 
seaution  of  themselv^,  who,  being  co.ivened  in 
asiembly,  have  elected  a  council;  who,  as  the|exeeu« 
tife  branch  of  government,  have  constituted  neces- 
sary officers  through  the  colony.  The  present 
genefBtion,  therefore,  may  be  congratulated  on  the 
acquisition  of  a  form  of  government  more  imme- 
diately, in  all  its  branches,  under  the  influence 
and  controul  of  the  people,  and  therefore  more 
free  md  happy  tlian  was  enjoyed  by  their  anceston. 
But  u  a  government  so  poptiUr  can  be  supported 
only  by  universal  knowledge  and  virtue  in  the 
body  of  the  people,  it  is  the  titity  of  all  ranks  to 
pRNtote  the  means  of  education,  for  the  rising 
gnerttion,  as  well  as  true  religion,  parity  of  man- 
ner!, tnd  integrity  of  life,  among  all  orders  and 
dcgrtes. 

At  an  army  has  become  necessary  for  our  de- 
f^Bnee;  and  in  all  free  states  the  civil  must  provide 
ibr  lad  controul  the  military  power,  the  major 
ptrtof  the  council  have  appointed  magistrates  and 


I  worship  of  G«rd,  at  all  times  leknowledgiag  with 
gratitude  his  m >rciful  interpisiti.in  in  their  be- 
half, devout  y  confiding  in  him,  as  the  God  of  ar- 
mies, by  who  e  favor  and  protection  alone  they 
mi»]i  hope  for  8ucces>,  in  their  present  confl.ct. 

And  sll  judges,  jtistices,  sheriffd,  grand  jurors, 
tylhing-men,  and  all  ot'ier  civil  ofKcers  within  this 
c  )lony,  are  hereby  strictly  enjoined  and  command- 
ed tliat  they  contribute  all  in  their  power,  by  their 
advice,  ex'^rtions  and  exAmple<i,  towards  a  gene- 
ral reformaiion  of  manners,  and  that  they  bring  to 
condign  punishment  every  person  who  shall  com- 
mit any  of  the  crimes  or  misdeineanors  aforesaid, 
or  that  shall  be  guilty  of  any  innmoralities  whatso- 
ever; and  that  they  use  the  utmost  endeavors  to 
have  the  resolves  of  the  congress,  and  the  good 
ind  wholesome  laws  of  this  colony,  duly  carried  into 
execution. 

A  id  aa  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  within  this 
colony,  have,  during  the  late  relaxation  of  the  pow- 
ers of  civil  government,  exerted  themselves  for 
our  safety.  It  is  hereby  recomniended  to  them, 
still  to  continue  their  virtuous  labors  for  the  good 
of  the  people,  inculcating  hy  their  public  ministry* 
and  private  ex<imple,  the  necessity  of  religion^ 
oioraliiy,  and  good  order. 

In  cooRCfL,  January  19, 1776. 
Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  proclamation  be 


coortt  of  justice  in  every  county,  whose  happiness  ~ 

i*  10  connected  with  that  of  the  people,  that  it  is  f**f  •^  ^^^  opening  of  every  superior  court  of 
diflleoU  to  sup^Mise  they  can  abuse  their  trust. 'J^'^'®'*"'^'*^*"^ '"^*^"®^<^®"*^®f^™™onP^««^ 
The  business  of  it  U  to  see  those  laws  enforced  ""'^  ^^^^  of  general  sessions  for  the  peace  within 
whXei  are  neccssuy  for  the  preservation  of  peace,  !^**"  ^'^'^^  ^^  ^'^'"'  respective  clerk;  and  at  the 
virtae  and  good  order.  Aud  tlic  great  and  gene-  i*""^*'  ^"^^  meetings  in  March,  in  each  town.— 
ral fiftiPt  **n*^f.  «n^  r^n«..*.  ih.f  «ii  n.^— .o^«  ^nd  it  is   hereby  recommended  to   the  several 


'*!  60'irt  expects  and  r:»qai  -es  ih^t  all  necessary  , 

tappin  .n  i  a^Utanco  be  ^\ytr^,  and  all  proper  n™'"'"^*"  of  ^^^  go'P^^  throughout  this  colony,  to 

obedience  yieldel  lo  ti.em;  and  will  dec-n  every   '"^"'^  the  same  in  their  respective  assemblies  on  the 

P'^^n,  wh?  s'lall  fail  of  his  duty  in  this  respect 

^▼wds  them,  a  dis'urber  of  the  p-ace  of  this 

ciloay,  and  deserving  of  exemplary  punishment. 


That  piety  and  virtue,  which  alone  can  secure 
Ac  freedom  of  any  people,  may  be  encour.iged, 

•novice  and  immorality  suppressed,  the  great  j— Read  and  concurred. 
*d  ^eral  couri  have  thought  fii  to  issue  this 
P'ocUniation,  commanding  and  enjoining  it  upon 
the  ^ood  people  of  this  colony,  that  thry  lead 
•o^tr,  religious  and  peaceable  lives,  avoiding  all 
W-ipliemles,  contempt  of  the  holy  scriptures,  -md 
•f  the  lord's  d*y,  and  all  other  crimen  and  mis- 
demeanors, ill  debauchery,  prophaneness  cornip- 
••011,  Tenality,  all  riotous  and  tumultuous  proceed- 
"*Pi  and  all  immoraiiiies  whatsoever;  and  th  . 
^^  decently  and   reverently  attend  the  public 


lord's  day  nexi  after  their  receiving  it,  immediately 
afier  divine  service. 

Ser.t  do'A'n  for  concurrence. 

PEIIRZ  MOKTOX.  deputy  sec. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  January  23, 1776 


William  Cooprr,  speaker,  pro  tern,  consented  to. 
Wiirnm  Sever,  Walter  Spooner,  Caleb  Cash- 
ing, John  Winthr  p.TiiomasCushing,  Moses 
Gill,  Michael  Fa:  ley,  Sannuel  llolten,  Charles 
Chauncy,  Joseph  Palmer,  John  Whetcoipb. 
Jedcdiufj  Foster,  Kldad  Taylor,  John  Taylor, 
Bcnj»min  Whi<e,  James  Prescot. 
By  ord'^r  of  the  general  court, 

PKREZ  MOUTOX,  deputy  set. 

fluD  8AVR  TlIK  FEOPLIX 
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To  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth.  j  *'*'•*  •^  Maryland,  all  which,  except  New.York, 

Ure  ilmost  unanimous  in  the  voice  of  liberty.-* 
•Mf^  iord-'ir  constitutional  allegiance  to  my  indeed  none  (save  a  few  olRceix  under  the  crown) 


kinf^,  a  warm  atlachment  to  my  country,*  and  the 
most  sanguine  emotions  far  peace  and  permanent 
union  beuveen  tlie  parent  state  and  her  colonies. 


are  willing  to  be  bound  by  the  British  parliameat, 
in  all  CMSes  whatsoever.  The  Americans  declare, 
a  masier  can  lay  no  grater  burden  on  a  slave  than 


will  iufficiently  expiate  for  epistolary  freedom.  |  ^^  j^j^^^.^  j^^^l  ^^,  ^j^^^^^^^_^^^^^^j„^ 
permit  a  minister  of  Uie  king  of  kings  to  addressj^^  ^.^^  ^^^^^.^^  ^^^^  imbibed,  and  before  this 
a  minister  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain.  France,  |  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  lordship,  Canada  will,  in  aU  boman 
Ireland,  and  North  America:  fur  it  is  the  »*ns«»ffc|  probability,  be  added  to  the  thirteen,  for  St.  John's 
of  my  soul,  tliat  the  precious  American  jewel  may  I  ^  Montreal  have,  upon  capitulation,  surrendered, 
speedily    and  immoveably  be  set  in  the  most  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  province,  in  every  other  jr- 


effulgent  diadem. 

Your  lordship  sustains  a  twofold  character:  a 
soldier  of  the  lord  of  lords,  and  secretary  of  state 
for  the  northern  department,  under  our  rightful 
sovereign.  High  and  honorable  ofiices  indeed!  but 
every  soldier  is  not  an  intrepid  warrior,  or  as  a 
noble  lord  once  expressed  it,  **There  are  many 
profesiors,  but  few  possessors;"  nor  is  every  ser 
vant  of  the  crown  ii\faHible:  in  both  these,  every 
man  at  best  is  but  a  fallible  being.  This  doctrine 
your  lordship  cnce  loved,  being  then  a  real  follower 
of  the  Lamb:  for  I  veil  remember  oeveral  opportunitiet, 
and  the  happy  andpreciout  rmmentt  of  each,  vhen  ve 
Soved  together  at  tlie  sacred  altar;\  at  which«  when 
I  beheld  the  right  honorable  communicant,  loith  his 
livery  tervants  on  his  ri^ht  hand  and  left^  my  soul 
was  raised  almost  to  the  third  Heaven,  and  my 
spirits  filled  with  evangelical  love!  Por  not  many 
mighty,  not  many  noble,  are  truly  Godly.  As  your 
lordship's  condescension  was  so  laudable,  honor- 
able, and  scriptural,  as  to  appear  a  professor  of 
(ibristisnity,  a  witness  for  God,  and  the  truly  hum- 
ble soul,  I  trust,  and  firmly  believe,  that  "the  most 
line  gold  is  not  yet  become  dim."  To  whom  then 
shall  I  write,  or  speak  in  behalf  of  the  miserable 
convulsed  empirei  for  your  iordship  haih  ("I  trust  J 
eternal  life  at  heart,  and  everUsling  felicity,  by 

faith,  in  full  view. 

piness,  truth  and  justice,  religion  and  piety,  might 

The  parliament  ofGreatBritainssy,  they  have  a  js^ill  be  and  flourish  under  his  sceptre.    Add  to 

right  to  tax  or  bind  the  Americans  in  all  cases*  ihjs^  I  justly  may,  thesev^iral  conversations  I  have 

whauoever,  to  which  they  answer,  "As  they  werdhad  with,  and  the  private  prayers  I  have  heard  by 

bom  free,  free  they  will  be,  or  die,"  and  upon  many ;  those  gentlemen  concerning  his  majesty,  his  crov.n 

of  their  hats  there  is  this  motto,  *  freedom  or  death. 

Upon  others,  **God  and  our  rights** 


spect,  bids  fiiir  for  a  general  surrender,  or  subjec- 
tion to  the  American  side.  In  New- York  city  and 
province,  although  there  are,  I  verily  believe,  more 
friends  to  government  (as  they  call  themselves) 
than  all  the  rest  of  the  colonies  together  can  pro- 
duce, yet  in  the  city  and  province  there  is,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  question,  a  majority  large  enough 
to  subdue  them  at  any  time:  for  instance,  a  few 
weeks  ago  some  of  these  friends  appeared  in  the 
province  in  opposition  to  the  American  voice; 
whereon  a  small  party  went  out  immediatery,  who 
subdued  and  disarmed  them.  These  freinds,  my 
lord,  are  not  worthy  of  the  appellation;  they  are 
only  sycophants;  they  flatter  with  their  lips  and"- 
pens,  and  deceive  (I  fear)  your  lordship  and'othen 
in  administration,  from  packet  to  packet.  They 
have  repeatedly  insinuated,  that  the*  New  BfiglAnd 
governments  have  nothing  else  in  view  but  inde- 
pendence. It  is  totally  repugnant  to  truth.  Be- 
fore the  sword  was  drawn,  there  c'>uld  not  possibly 
be  greater  loyalists.  In  the  ye  ir  1769,  I  arrived 
first  in  America;  and  they  daily  manifested  what 
loving  subjects  they  were:  and  the  dissenting 
clergy  alao,  in  every  opportunity,  were  particularly 
anxious  to  invoke  the  l>reat  Jehovah  in  behalf  of 
their  dread  sovereign,  of  whom  they  spake  in  terms 
the  most  pathetic;  also  for  all  his  governors  and 
officers,  as  well  as  for  others,  that  peace  and  hap- 


and  dignity;  with  all  which  every  loyalist  could 
but  be  perfectly  well  pleased.    To  these  ftcis,  my 

lord,  I  have  not  only  been  an  eye  witness  in  one 

Since  the  battle  of  I^xinistoa,  I  have  been  twice !     i^       u  .  •  •     %«         i        .. 

^      »  ;  colony,  but  in  many,  nay  even  in  Massadiusetts- 


in  eight  of  the  thirteen  united  colonies,  namely, 
IVIassachuseits-IlAy,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
Xew-York,  New -.lersey,  Pennsylvania,  NewC;ASlle, 

*Uorn  in  the  city  of  Oxford. 
iOrtheLjck  Chapel. 


B'iy,  and  her  capitol. 


*  Although  New  Castle,  &:c.  belong  to  PennAyl- 
vania,  yet  as  tlicy  in  usMeinbty  are  iliHtiiicily  repre* 
sented,  and  also  in  the  con^^rt'ss,  those  counties 
.  icrcfore  are  vlowcd  :is,  aiid  called  our?  of  the  unii- 
ed  colonies. 
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ZNonir,  my  lord,  for  Clirial's  Sjike,  uttend  f»itli-l  (""trusted  them,  cUim  now  ihe  following' prernga. 

tivca  over  the  united  colonies.  The  continental 
tongress  is  over  all,  under  the  king;  the  provinciuli 
orcr  tluB  committees,  knd  th^  committees  over  the 
counties.  The  congresses  and  Committees  haVe  su 
raised  and  regulated  the  militia  and  minutemen, 
whom  they  h;irM'ai8ed  almost  in  every  county, 
that  the^-  ina1it(%  every  city  and  town,  the  most 
warlike  appearance.  Salt-petre  is  made  in  abun- 
dance! Knd  powder-mills  constantly  employed  in 
many  provinces;  and  many  believe  that  there  is  now 
\m  tlie  fSossession  of  the  Americans,  powder  enough 
for  three  years.  This  to  me  is  very  obvious.  Soon 
Hfter  general  Gage  collected  the  troops  from  the 
several  provinces  into  one  b'-dy  at  Boston,  the  con- 
gresfies  ordered  all  the  shop-keepers  not  to  sell 
their  powder  to  fowlers  ami  hunters,  but  to  keep 
the  same  for  the  use  of  the  colonies,  which  in  ge- 
ner4l  was  faithfully  observed.  Before  this,  a  per- 
son might  get  a  large  quantity  of  powder  almost 
a'  every  large  store,  of  mere  hant's  shop,  in  «rery 
city,  tx)wn,  and  county  on  the  continent.  Now, 
all  this  collected  together,  and  what  the  mills  have 
made,  together  with  the  great  quantities  taken  at 
St.  Jolm's,  Montreal,  otlier  forts,  and  on  the  seas, 
must  make  an  immense  quantity:  add  to  Ibis,  the 
constant  employment  of  the  mills,  and  a  great  nu:ii- 
ber  of  privateers  faithfully  looking  out  for  yours* 
And,  my  lord,  how  is  it  possible  fur  all  store  sliips 
to  escape  a  fleet  so  large^  which,  it  this  time,  I 
firmly  believe,  is  composed  of  50  sail,  and  by  nett 
spring  i  shall  not  marvel  if  their  fleet  be  doubled. 

Iron  gpins  of  the  best  quality  have  betn  made  in 
America,  and  as  they  have  plenty  of  iron  and  lead 
mines,  they  can  m^ke  what  cjuantity  of  cannon, 
shot,  and  bullets  they  please;  but  administration 
hmve  lately  supplied  them  with  a  very  valuable 
assortment  of  such  stores.*  RiA*s,  infiuitely  better 
than  tlioie  imporied,  are  daily  made  in  many  placcs 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  all  the  gUM-timiths  every  where 
constantly  employed.     In  this  country,  my  lor  J, 
the  boys,  as  soon  as  they  can  discharge  a  gun,  fre- 
quently exercise  themKcUes  therewith,  some  a 
fowling,  and  others  a  hunting.  Theg^eatqua:t4ities 
of  game,  the  many  kinds  and  tlie  great  privileges 
of  killiag,  make  the  Americans  the  best  mirksmen 
in  the  world,  and  thousands  8«ipp(iri  their  families 
principally  by  the  same,  part  cularly  riflemen  on 
the  frontiers,  whose  objects  are  deer  and  turkeys. 
In  marching  through  woods,  one  thousand  of  ihcae 
riflemen  would  cut  to  pieces  ten  thousand  uf  your 

•Store  vessels  bound  to  Boston,  tukcn  by   the 
continentul  captains. 


r^-A  ly. 

^^bout  two  months  ago  I  viewed  the  camps, 

^tburyand  Cambridge.    The  lines  of  both  are 

pregnable)  with  forts  (many  of  which  are  bomb 

:»of)  and  redoubts,  supposing  them  to  be  all  in  a 

'action,  are  about  20  mllesi  the  breastworks  of 

voper  height,  and  in  many  places   17  feet    in 

\Vm  s.cknes^,  the  trenches  wide  and  deep  in  proper- 

ti^»vm,  before  which  Uy  forked  impediments,  and 

m  i^k^w^y  of  the  forts,  in  every  respect,  are  perfectly 

r^  ^  ^y  (or  bittle;  the  whole,  in  a  word,  an  admira- 

tici^n  to  every  spectator:  for  verily  their  fortiftca- 

tic^  Kss  appear  to  be  the  works  of  seven  years,  instead 

of^       about  as  many  months.    At  ti»ese  camps  are 

a.1=»  oiit  tO,000  men,  well  disciplined.    The  gene- 

ri^S^md  other  ofllcers,  in  all  their  militkry  under- 

tsLBc  iogs,  solid,  discreet,  and  courageous,  the  men 

di^S  ly  raving  for  action,  and  seemingly  void  of  fear. 

T  Ix^Bre  are  many  flontmg  batteries,  and  also  batteaus 

if^    abundance;  besides  this  strength,  10,000  militiH 

»x* bordered  in  that  government  to  appear  on  the 

fir'vt  summons.    Provisions  and  money  there  are 

vcM-j  plenty,  and  the  soldiers  faithfully  paid.    The 

•rniy  in  great  (Trder,  and  very  healthy,  and  about 

•■%    weeks  ago  lodged  in  comfortable  barracks.— 

t^tamplains  constantly  attend  tlie  c«nt{)s,  morning 

nigtkt.    Prayers  sre  often  ofFw'red  up  for  peace 

reconciliation,  and  the  soldiers  very  attentive. 

'I^He  roads,  at  the  time  t  viewed  the  camps,  were 

^^naost  lined  with  spectators,  and  thousands  with 

ii^e  can  declare  the  above,  respecting  the  camps,  to 

^^^  •  just  descriptio;);  but|  my  lord,  1  havcf  more 

f^cts  to  mention. 

Gontinental  and  provincial  currencies,  to  facilitate 
^Hia  great  undertaking,  are  emitted,  which  cir- 
^ulat<$  freely,  and  are  daily  eichanged  for  silver 
■■*d  gold.  Their  harbors,  by  s;>ring,  will  swarm 
^itli  privateers;  an  admiral  is  appointed,  a  court 
^tsbllshed,  and  on  the  3c/  instant  the  continental  Jt'ig, 
•■*  6tan/  the  Black  Prince^  opposite  Philadelphia,  vat 
^^*9ted.  Many  of  the  captains  of  t^^ose  vess  .Is,  in 
^^  lait  war,  proved  their  intrepidity  to  tUe  world 
"7  their  prises,  ani  some  ot  them  h'ive  already 
many  valuable  prizes  which  government  had 
tred  to  Boston,  and  thereby  must  have  much 
^^•tressed  the  troops:  all  which  the  prints  will 
J*^«*ticulari2e. 

"Hie  appointmertt  of  the  continental  and  pro- 
^tncial  congresses  and  committees,  your  lordship, 
Without  doubt,  before  now,  must  be  fully  »(K)uaint- 
*^  with.    These  sets  of  gentlemen,  by  virtue  of 


**  JfTcat  privileges  wiih  v/liich  ihc  colonies  have 

-  IQ 


V 


14G 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


besl  troops.  I  don't » my  lord,  spetk  at  random,  or 
write  partuUy;  I  have  travelled  too  much  among 
these  men  to  be  insensible  of  their  abilities.-— Oh, 
my  lord!  if  your  lordship  knew  but  one  half  what 
I  know  of  America,  your  lordship  would  not  persist, 
but  be  instantly  for  peace,  or  resign.  But,  ray  lord, 
construe  this  epistle  as  you  please,  nevertheless, 
my  meaning  is,  that  it  should  not  in  t!ie  least 
convey,  or  even  hint,  any  tiling  about  the  legality 
or  illegality  of  tlie  unhappy  dispute.  Many  great 
and  celebrated  writers  have  moved  every  nerve, 
but  hitherto  in  vain.  What  then  can  I  do,  who 
am  but  a  babe?  Not  much  truly;  but  when  a  house 
is  in  flames,  all  run,  without  distinction,  some  with 
buckets,  some  with  grappling^,  and  others  with 
ongines,  wishing  they  provfdentially  may  extlnguisli 
the  fire.  Now,  my  lord,  the  British  empire  is  really 
in  flames!  I  cannot  therefore  be  inactive.  Sufler 
then  the  insignificant  witli  the  most  siguificint,.  to 
help  Ibrward  with  something.  I  present  therefore 
for  your  lordship's  acceptance,  an  engine  of  facts; 
the  carved  works  are  but  homeljr,  but  the  essential 
parts  are  sound,  and  substantial:  try  them  lawfully 
and  faithfully,  and  I  (by  God's  permission)  will 
pledf^e  my  life  they  will  stand  the  test;  facts  are 
at  all  times  proof  against  the  most  inveterate  foes. 
By  way  of  appurtenances,  I  must  add — up  the 
north  river,  in  the  province  of  New-York,  there  is 
erected  an  impregnable  fort,  against  which  vessels 
cannot  possibly  many  minutes  survive.  In  the  New 
England  governments,  batteries  are  already  made 
before  most  of  their  sea-ports.  The  mimitemen, 
beforementioned,  like  firemen,  have  all  things  pro- 
per and  ready  to  attend  on  the  first  alarm.  The 
American  coast,  long  as  it  is,  both  by  land  and  sea, 
is  faithfjUy  watched,  and  posts  are  every  where 
established.  Whether,  therefore,  administration 
have  in  view  the  east  or  west  of  the  continent,  it 
matters  ttot;  set  but  a  foot  ashore  to  execute  their 
plan,  and  the  same  will  instantly  find  enemies;  nay, 
let  tliousands  be  landed,  and  they  will  immediHtely 
find  swarms  of  fjes;  for  the  electrical  posts  riding 
&.iy  and  night  will  soon  mnke  them  sensible  there- 
of My  lord,  administration  have  not  one  friend 
they  can  call  their's,  in  every  respect,  thut  is  a 
resident  among  the  Americans;  they  have  several, 
it  is  true,  who,  for  sordid  gain,  act  under  the  rose; 
but  woe  to  them  if  they  should  be  discovered. — 
Ma>i^  examples  have  been  already  made,  and  this 
mAy  be  relied  on,  that  in  a  few  months  (as  ways 
and  means  are  now  under  cor.cjieration)  a>l  minis' ."a- 
tioii  will  in  every  respect  in  America  be  friendless. 
Tiie  destroying  of  Falmouth,  and  lord  Dunmore's 
proclamation,  procUiml.'g  a  jubilee  to  the  slaves 


and  convicts  in  Virginia,  provided  they  repair  to 
the  royal  standard  in  due  time,  have  exasperated 
the  Americans  beyond  descrip'ion,  and  made  the 
breach  infinitely  wider.— A  few  days  ago  his  lord* 
sliip's  party  was  repulsed  with  great  loss.  His  lord- 
s!)ip,  my  lord,  can  do  no-hing  but  cause  the  men  and 
treasure  now  under  his  command  ta  be  sacrificed 
and  expended  in  vsin;  for  he  is  surrounded  by 
hundreds  of  the  best  riflemen,  who  have  driTen 
his  troops  out  of  their  intrenchments,  &c.  Most,  if 
not  all,  by  this  time,  of  his  majesty's  governora  are 
afloat,  and  rendered  incapable  of  fulfilling  yoar 
lordships  commands.* 

The  most  celebrated  military  authors  are  re- 
printed for  the  use  of  the  young  ofiicers,  that  they 
may  be  furnished  with  every  pre-requisite  sf^ioat 
spring.  The  ship-carpenters  are  very  busy  in 
getting  the  rest  of  the  privateers  ready,  and  alia 
other  hands  to  equip  them  wholly  for  sailing. 

Now,  right  honorable  sir,  what  will  you  do.'-^ 
Where  wiU  your  lordship  look.'  Where  can  ad^ 
ministration  fix  their  ideas  with  the  least  view  of 
success?  Say,  my  lord,  that  their  troops  are  good; 
the  Americans  have  again  and  again  repulsed  them; 
not  one  plan  of  administration  hath  had  the  wished 
for  success;  in  general  they  have  turned  out  abor- 
tive?—Say  further,  that  20  or  30,000,  nay  double 
the  numbers,  shall  be  sent  to  subdue  the  Ameri-^ 
cans — 20,000  (descending  to  the  camp  phrase)  may 
nearly  serve  for  a  breakfast,  or  rather  do  fur  a 
relish,  and  so,  from  time  to  time,  British  troops  may 
be  transported  for  the  American  sacrifice.  But  ad- 
ministration can  destroy  all  their  sea<porls:  I  reply, 
a  few  months  ago  they  might  have  wrought  such 
devastation,  but  now  they  will  find  it  impracticable. 
Some  harbors  are  blocked  up,  batteries  before 
others  erected,  as  abovementioned,  and  when  the 
ice  impediments  are  dissolved  in  their  harbors,  no 
marvel,  my  lord,  if  some  of  the  BriJsh  armament, 
as  well  as  transports  or  store-ships,  be  taken:  about 
an  hundred  privateers,  with  the  most  intrepid 
marines,  and  tliose  persons  who,  last  natural  war, 
immortalized  their  names,  again  chosen  for  captains, 
are  (vouching  their  scnemes)  no  contemptible  ene- 
my by  sea.  Convinced  1  am  fully,  that  an  hundred 
ihousand  of  the  best  troops  Europe  can  raise  will 
not  subdue  the  Americans,  nor  make  tlie<n  ac- 
quiesce in  the  parliamentary  claiins — Let  govern- 
ment say  what  they  pl>*.'\se  in  favor  of  their  forces 
— remember,  my  lor ',  the  Americans  have  just 
such  blood,  the  like  cournge,  the  same  spirits,  and 

*Biich  rulin;:;  ^i  auciior  before  bis  government, 
or  as  near  as  conveaience  will  admit. 
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•re  equal  in  color  ind  suture,  and  as  well  dii- 
cipline.  Some  of  their  fathers,  grand-fathers,  and 
great.grand-fathers,  are  to  British  dust  returned, 
and  in  silent  repose,  while  their  sons  and  g:rand 
ions  are  struggling  for  their  birth-rights:  for  they 
traditionally  or  constitutionally  retain  the  idea  of 
liberty,  and  with  him  of  old  say,  **God  forbid  that 
ice  sliould  sell  the  inheriUnce  of  our  fathers!"— 
Whether  this  be  belieyed  or  not,  I  don't  know; 
but  one  thing  I  know,  albeit  tlie  king  requestetb, 

revertheless,  like  Naboth,  they  will  resist  even 
unto  death.— Blessed  be  God,  we  have  no  Jezebel 
to  ttir  up  his  majesty,  for  his  consort  is  the  best 
of  queens,  and  as  such  the  Americans  extol  her 

majesty  daily.    Perhaps,  my  lord,  this  may  be 

▼iewed  as  partiality;  but  I  can  assure  your  lord- 
ship, I  write  from  conviction,  and  not  from  a 

partial  spirit.    If  I  am  charged  ifiy  where  herein 

with  partiality,  as  it  is  most  natural  and  also  very 

fuhtonable  now  to  act' the  sycophant  where  one's 

interest  is,  I  certainly  flatter  your  lordship  (as  I 

fear  too  many  have),  for  I  have  bo  interest  nor 

kindred  here,  nor  hopes  of  interest  for,  or  reward 

for  any  thing  of  this  nature  tliat  I  have  done  or  c^n  j  ^^^  thousand  on  the  continent,  America,  with  as 

do.    Btit  I  have  immense  hopes  and  views.    My    ^„^,,  ^^^  ^^^  expense,  can  produce  ten  thousand 


ihat  Joseph  would  take  Benjamin  in  his  arms  and 
embrace  him,  for  they  are  brothers!    If  Benjumln 
have  err'd,  let  the  age  and  :wisdom  of  Joseph  over 
look  and  obliterate  all:  let  him  no  longer  refruin, 
but  fall  on  his  neck  and  kiss  him,  and  let  love  and 
virtue  re-unite  tliem.     As  Joseph  embraced  and 
owned  Benjamin  as  his  brother,  and  returned  his 
money,  so  let  the  parent  state  embrace  and  own 
the  colonies  wthout  fee  or  reward^  and  instantly 
the  sword  on  both  sides  will  be  sheathed;  and  then 
Benjamin,  as  usual,  will  go  and  carry  com  and 
money  to  Joseph,  and  take  his  superb  clothing  in 
exchange.    But  if  Joseph  will  yet  refrain  and  not 
be  rceonciled,  Benjamin  is  determined  to  clothe 
himself  with  his  own  wool,  and  keep  his  money  and 
send  his  corn  to  other  merchantmen.    Let  facts, 
my  lord,  apologize  for  prolixity;  I  will  conclude 
now  with  a  few  lines. 

The  Americans  may  be  /^^with  a  hair;  but  they 
haire  too  much  English  blood  in  them,  are  too  well 
disciplined,  ami  too  numerous  to  be  driven^  even 
by  an  hundred  thousand  of  the  best  forces  govern- 
ment can  raise.    MThere  government  can  produce 


time  here  is  very  short,  and  ere  long  I  shall  be  in 
a  world  of  spirits,  where  the  most  noble,  the  right 
honorable  and  reverend  persona  must  all  appear; 
••I  know  not  therefore  how  to  give  flattering  titlea 
unto  man:  for  in  so  doing  my  MJcer  would  soon 
take  me  away." 

If,  figuratively,  two  persons  may  represent  both 
parcies  in  dispute,  there  is  a  striking  similarity  in 
Sacred  writ,  with  which  your  lordship  is  perfectly 
^.cquainted,  and  by  which  \  beg  permission  to 
^nention  the  following  things. 

I  view  both  sides,  as  to  their  precious  blood,  as 
Qpoil  old  Jacob  viewed  his  sons,  Joseph  and  Benja- 
in,  and  am  equally  with  him  unwilling  that  either 
(hould  be  slain.     If  the  British  troops  must  be 
presented  by  the  elder  brother,  grieved  to  my 
'^ery  heart  I  must  be  to  hear  that  he  is  sacrificed; 
mxid  if  the  American  forces  may  be  compared  to  the 
younger,  f  shall  equally  lament  his  death.— May 
<yod,  of  his  infinite  mercy,  save  both  by  a  speedy 
mccommodation.  Beojiminhaih  repeatedly  petition- 
ed Joseph  for  redress  of  grievances;  but  Joseph 
"Would  not  receive  his  petitions,  but  made  himself 
Btrange,  and  spkke  roughly  unto  him,  charjf  ing  him 
vrith  having  and  holdiiig  unjustly  Pharaoh's  cu;>,*  } 


of  which  the  poor  lad  is  perfectly  innocf^nt. — Oh! 

*Not  rendering  unto  Crciar  the  things  which  be 
Cxiar'e. 


in  oppositidn:  for  men,  women  and  children  are 
against  the  proceedings  of  administration  through- 
out the  united  colonies  to  a  wounderful  majority. 
The  women,  both  old  and  young,  being  greatly 
irritated  at  the  inflexibility  of  administration,  are 
not  only  willing  their  sons  and  brothers  should  turn 
out  in  the  field,  but  also  declare  that  they   will 
give  them  up  and  theirselves  likewise  as  a  sacrifice 
before  they  will  bow  to  Pharaoh's  task-masters; 
this  makes  the  raising  of  troops  on  the  continent 
very  easy,    I-.et  a  person  go  into  any  province,  city, 
town,  or  county,  and  ask  the  females,  '*Are  you 
willing  your  sons  or  brothers  should  go  for  soldiers 
and  defend  their  liberties?"  they  wouM  severally 
answer,  "Yes,  with  all  my  soul,  and  if  they  won't 
go  I  won't  own  them  as  my  sons,  or  brothers;  for 
I'll  help  myself  if  there  should  be  any  need  of  mine; 
if  I  can't  stand  in  the  ranks,  I  can  h«lp  forward 
wiih  powder,  ballx,  and  provisions/'  and  presently 
this  will  appear  more  pellucid.     Last   summer  I 
saw  in   Philadelphia  a  company  of  school-boys, 
called  the  Academy  company,  in  their  uniforms, 
with  real  arms  and  colors.      Upon   this,  I  askcr* 
Mow  many  such  companies  were  in  the  city,  an  ■■• 
for  what  they  were  designed;  to  which  I  was  an- 
swered by  a  gentlewoman,  the  mother  of  two  ot 
this    company,  "thtre  are  three   companies,  and 
as  to  the  design,  they  are  to  learn  the  art  or  theory 
of  war;  and  if  there  should  be  any  occasion  fer 
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them  in  the  field  of  battle,  they  will  go,  for  they 
•re  all  volunteers;  but  I  for  my  part  am,  I  do  aver, 
•ir,  heartily  willia^  to  sacrifice  my  sons,  believing^ 
that  with  ai4ch  sacrifice  God  is  well  pleated:  for 
lie  has  hitherto  marvisllously  blessed  our  arms  and 
cnii(.|ii-reil  our  enemies  for  us,  and  he  who,  in  the 
days  of  his  flesh,  spoiled  principalities  and  powers, 
and  made  a  shew  of  them  openly,  will  in  the  end,  1 
doubt  not,  evince  to  the  world  that  he  is  conqueror." 
This,  my  lord,  is  the  langusge  of  the  American 
woiDcn;  your  lordsliip  knows  it  is  generally  the 
reverse  with  the  En);lish,  the  mother's  and  sister's 
lives  are  bound  up  in  the  boys;  but  I  am  afraid  I 
shall  trespasa  on  your  lordship's  patience:  There- 
fore, 

In  the  great  name,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  ever 
blessed  Trinity,  I  now  beseech  your  lordship  to 
weigh  thoroughly,  and  with  patience,  impartiality, 
and  love,  this  narrative  of  f«cts;  and  may  that  ever 
blessed  adorable  person,  Jesus  Christ,  the  wonder- 
fill  councellor  and  prince  of  pe^ce,  give  your  lord- 
fhip  a  right  judgment  and  understanding  in  all 
things,  and  council  and  influence  administration  to 
act  wisely,  and  repeal  the  acts  in  dispute,  and  so 
mako  peace.  I  am,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  ready 
anv!  willing  servant,  fur  Christ's  sake,  B.  P. 
Jilartfltmtlt  Dec.  20,  1775. 


Town  of  Boston. 

The  foUoitfing  proclamation  -wat  puhlithed  by  gene- 
ral Wiuhingtonf  on  hit  taking  potteuion  of  the 
tvwn  of  Boiton: 

By  his  excellency  George  Washington,  esq.  gene- 
ral and  commander  in  chief  of  the  thirteen  unit- 
ed colonies. 

"Whereas  the  ministerial  army  has  abandoned 
the  town  of  Boston,  and  the  forces  of  the  united 
colonies,  under  my  coramAnd,  are  in  possession  of 
the  same:  1  liave  therefore  thought  it  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  peace,  good  order  and 
discipline,  to  publish  thfc  following  orders,  that  no 

I 

person  offending  therein,  may  plead  ignorance  as 
an  excuse  for  their  misconduct. 

All  ofHcers  and  soldiers  are  hereby  ordered  to 
live  in  the  strictest  peace  and  amity  with  the 
inhabitants;  and  no  inhabitant,  or  other  person, 
employed  in  his  lawful  businesi  in  tie  town,  is  to 
be  molested  in  his  person  or  property,  on  any 
pretence  whatever. 

If  any  officer  or  soldier  shall  presume  to  strike, 
imprison,  or  otherwise  ilUtreat  any  of  the  inha- 
bitants, they  may  depend  on  being  punished  with 
the  u;mo8t  severity;  and  if  any  officer  or  soldier 


shall  receive  any  insult  from  any  of  the  inhibitants» 
be  is  to  seek  redress  in  a  lE-g:il  way,  and  no  other. . 

Any  non  commissioned  officer  or  soldier  or  others 
uiider  my  command,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  robbiog 
or  plundering  in  tbe  town,  are  to  be  immediately 
confined,  and  will  be  most  rigidly  punished.  All 
officers  are  therefore  ordered  to  be  very  vigilant 
in  the  discovery  of  such  offenders,  and  report  tbe|r 
names  and  crime  to  the  commanding  officer  ia  tbe 
town,  as  soon  aa  may  be. 

The  inhabitants  and  others,  are  called  apoo  to 
make  known  to  the  quarter- master-general,  or  any 
of  his  deputies,  all  stores  belonging  to  the  mimt- 
terial  army,  that  may  be  remaining  or  secreted  in 
the  town:  any  person  or  persons  whatever,  that 
shall  be  known  to  conceal  any  of  the  said  stores, 
or  sppropriate  them  to  his  or  their  own  us%  will 
be  considered  as  an  enemy  to  America,  and  treated 
accordingly. 

The  seleat  men  and  other  magistrates  of  the 
towi),  are  desired  to  return  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  the  names  of  sll  or  sny  person  or  persons, 
they  may  suspect  of  being  employed  as  spies  tipon 
the  continental  army,  that  they  may  be  dealt  with 
accordingly. 

All  officers  of  the  continental  army,  are  enjoined 
to  assist  the  civil  magistrates  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty,  snd  to  promote  peace  and  good  order. 
They  are  to  prevent,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
soldiers  from  frequenting  tippling-houses,  and 
strolling  from  their  posts.  Particular  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  officers  as  are  inattentive  and 
remiss  in  their  duty;  and  on  the  contrary,  such 
only  aa  are  active  and  vigilant  will  be  entitled  to 
future  favor  and  promotion. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  head  quarters,  in 

Cambridge,  the  21st  day  of  March,   one 

thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy.siz. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON." 
JBotton,  March  29. 

The  addreth  of  the  honorable  council  and  houte  ofre^ 
pretentativet  to  hit  excellency  George  Wathingttm^ 
etq.  general  and  commander  in  chief  of  thef*,rce9 
of  the  nnitsti  coloniet. 

J^fay  it  pleate  your  excellency — 
"When  the  liberties  of  America  were  attacked 
by  the  violent  hand  of  oppression — when  troops, 
hostile  to  the  ^^hts  of  humanity,  invaded  this 
colony,  seized  our  capital,  and  spread  havoc  and 
destruction  around  it;  when  our  virtuous  sons  were 
murdered,  and  our  houses  destroyed  by  the  troopa 
of  Britain,  the  iuhabi  ants  of  this  and  the  c^her 
American  colonies,  impelled -by  self-preiervatioo, 
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■ad  ihc  live  of  freedom,  fiirrettlnt;  lh«ir  domeitic 
Micrrni,  determined  rnolutely  and  unitedly  l< 
oppoie  (he  ion*  of  tyranny. 

Conijncrd  of  tlie  *ut  importance  of  h«nng  b 
pilltman  of  in«at  military  ■ccomnlishmcHt)  iu 
^•dpline,  lead,  am)  conduct  the  furcea  of  thr 
coloiiri,  itgateu*  the  greiiieil  latUfactiiin  to  bear 
btt  the  honorable  congrvii  of  the  united  coloniri 
k>d  Bide  choice  of  a  t^entleman  thui  qualilie-:, 
■ho,  ieirin^  the  pleasure  uf  domeitic  and  rui^; 
Bft,  raready  to  undertake  the  arduoja  tuk.  An>! 
jnirMAlydectinlr,';  to iccept  the  pecuniary  emolii- 
wUtaDtvesed  to  thii  hiKh  office,  fully  evidencKd 
Uiu  ijitt  1  warn  regard  to  the  aacred  righta  of 
baiaily,  and  aincere  lave  to  your  country,  aoleiy 
iHuoccd  you  in  the  acceptance  of  thii  inporlam 
Inii. 

From  yuur  acknon'tedged  ibililie*  u  a  MldiEr, 
l*d  jrwiT  virtues  in  public  and  private  life,  we  had 
the  man  pleaaiiig  hopea;  but  the  fortitude  and 
t<l<luiBiIy  ao  conipicuous  in  your  caniluct;  tlie 
tiadoB  of  your  councili;  the  mild,  yet  ilrict  ^o- 
rnaant  of  the  army;  your  attention  to  (he  civil 
cunilution  of  tfiia  colony,  the  regard  you  have  at 
■U  liitH  ahewn  for  the  live*  and  health  of  thost 
ndtryour  command;  the  fatiguea  you  liavc  will) 
dtatiibteta  endured)  the  regard  you  have  ahewn 
fcr  the  preaerration  of  our  metropolii,  and  the 
iral  addreat  with  which  our  military  operations 
We  bteu  conducted,  have  exceeded  our  mosi 
Mpbie  expectationa,  and  demand  the  warmesi 
Ktmni  of  gralitude- 
ThtSuprenelluIeraf  the  tinivenehavingamiled 
«  DOT  anna,  and  crowned  your  labor*  with  r< 
■utible  aueeeaa,  we  are  now,  without  that  effi: 
Ma  of  blood  we  h>  much  wiatied  to  avoid,  aguin 
a  Ike  quiet  poaieaaion  of  otir  capital;  the  wiadon 
**i  prudence  of  thoae  novemeiila,  which  hav? 
■bl^  the  eaemy  to  abandon  our  metrapolii,  fill 
"*>  be  remenbercd  by  the  Inbahitaau  af  Uiia 

talBly. 

)*>y  jeu  atill  go  on  approved  by  Heavm,  revereil 
^  tU  good  men,  and  dreaded  by  thoie  lyrania  who 
dun  their  fellow  men  aa  their  properly.  May  (hr 
*Ati  odloniea  be  defended  ttom  alavery  by  your 
Alotioui  arm*.  May  they  alill  aee  lhei[  enemirs 
h'»l  befbre  you:  and  (the  deliverance  of  yoiir 
*»wtiy  being  effected)  may  you,  in  reiiremm', 
^i«t  that  peace  and  aatufaciion  of  mind,  wb  ich 
■i"*!*  ailcnda  the  good  and  great:  and  may  future 
PUrationa  in  tlie  peaceful  enjoyment  of  that  frc 


Hit  excttltne^i  antver. 
"Gentltmen — I  return  yuu  my  niott  sincere  and 
hearty  thank*  for  your  polite  addrrai;  and  feel 
myaelf  called  upon,  by  every  prlnciplo  of  gratitude, 
to  acknowledge  the  honor  you  have  done  me  in 
Lliia  teitimonial  of  your  approbation  of  my  appoint- 
■lent  to  the  exalted  station  I  now  (ill;  and  what  ii 
-nore  pleaaiog,  of  my  conduct  in  diichirging  ila 
important  dutiea. 
When  the  council*  of  the  Briliah  nation  bad 

orucd  a  plan  for  cnilaving  America,  and  depriv- 
ing her  ion*  of  their  moat  aacred  and  invaluable 
jinvilegei,  againat  the  clearest  remomtrancea  of 
ilie  constitution,  of  juitice  and  of  truth;  and  to 
ciecute  their  acheoiM,  bad  appealed  la  the  sword, 
I  eateemed  it  my  duty  to  t&ke  a  part  in  the  contest, 
indmore  especiaUy,  on  account  of  my  being  called 
iliereto  by  the  unsolicited  sufTrages  of  the  reprc- 
9#ntali*ta  of  a  free  people;  wishing  for  no  other 
I'c-ward  than  ibac  arising  from  a  cdnsciencious  dis- 
.'  large  ol  the  important  truat,  and  (hat  my  aervice* 

.light  contribute  to  the  establishment  of  frceiinm 
.ind  peace,  upon  a  permanent  foundation,  and  merit 
ibe  applause  of  my  countrymen,  and  every  vlriuou* 

Your  prol^siooa  of  my  attention  to  the  civil  eon- 
-■lituiion  iif  this  colony,  whilat  acting  in  the  line  of 
my  department,  also  demands  my  grateful  thanks. 
A  regsrd  to  every  provincial  institution,  where  not 
Incumpatihlr  with  the  common  interest,  I  bold  a 
principle  of  duty,  and  of  policy,  and  ihall  ever  form 
1  part  of  my  cooduat.  Had  I  not  learnt  this  be- 
fore, the  hippy  eiperienee  of  the  advantages  re- 
nuUing  from  a  friendly  intercourse  with  your  lioror- 
able  body,  their  ready  and  willing  concurrence  to 
lid  anil  to  counsel,  wlienever  callrd  upon  in  caaea 
if  difficulty  and  emergency,  would  have  taught  me 
the  uacful  leasoo. 
That  the  melrapolis  ofyoiir  colony  is  nowreliev- 
I  from  th«  cruel  and  oppressive  invasions  of  those 
ho  were  *cnt  to  erect  the  standard  of  linlfsa 
domination,  and  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  l.i,- 
manity,  and  is  again  open  and  free  for  its  righttiil 
possessors,  must  give  pleasure  to  every  virtuous 
ind  sympatlirtic  heart,  and  being  rRecled  without 
the  blood  of  our  soldicri  and  fellow -citizens,  must 
be  ascribed  to  the  intcvpusi'i'inurihat  Pmvldenct, 
which  ha*  manifcatlyappr.red  in  our  behalf  lliron^h 
ihe  whole  of  this  Impiiriint  itm^glc,  as  well  m  i» 
the  measures  pursued  for  briiit;ing  bliuul  ti.e  li<>py 


'^1  ttie   exercise  of  which   your  sword   sh:!!  I' 

WUHiab,  raise  the  richest  and  most  lasting  nwinu-       May  that  Being  who  is  powerful  to  save,  and  in 

f^^U  to  the  name  of  •  Ifathiasim."  I  wbo^e  banda  it  the  fate  of  nation*,  look  down  with 
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an  eye  of  tender  pity  and  companton  upon  the 
whole  of  the  united  coloniesi  may  he  continue  to 
•mile  upon  their  countels  and  arms,  and  crown 
them  with  snccess,  wfailtt  employed  in  the  cause 
of  Tirtue  and  mankind. — May  this  distressed  colony 
and  its  capital,  and  every  part  of  this  wide  extend- 
ed continent,  through  his  divine  favor,  he  restored 
to  more  than  their  former  lustre  and  once  happy 
state,  and  have  peace,  liberty,  and  safety  secured 
'  upon  a  solid,  permanent,  and  lasting  foundation." 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


Sonth  Carolina. 

At  a  general  assembly  begun  and  holden  at  Charles- 
ton, on  Tuesday  the  twenty-sixth  dsy  of  March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Ix>rd  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six;  and  from  thence  continued, 
by  divers  adjournments,  to  Thursday  the  eleventh 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-six. 
jfn  aei  to  prevent  tetUiion,  and  fntniah  intur^ente  and 
di$turbert  of  She  pubKc  peace, 
"Whereas  a  horrid  and  unnatural  war  is  now 
carried  on  by  the  ministry  and  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  against  the  united  colonies  of  North  Ame- 
rica in  general,  and  this  colony  in  particular,  with 
a  cruel  and  oppressive  design  of  robbing  the  colo- 
nies and  good  people  of  this  colony  of  their  dearest 
and  most  valuable  rights  as  freemen,  a'^d  reducing 
them  to  a  state  of  the  most  abject  slavery  and  op- 
pression: and  whereas,  also,  in  order  further  to 
accomplish  the  said  iniquitous  and  unwarrantable 
designs,  every  means  has  been  adopted  by  a  wickr*d 
administration  to  sow  civil  dissentions  and  animosi- 
ties, and  to  create  disorder,  confusion  and  b1ood> 
shed  amongst  the  good  people  of  this  colony,  by 
employing  secret  emissaries  tc  stir  up  in  the  minds 
of  wiclced  and  evil -disposed  persons,  persuasions 
and  principles  inimical  to  the  ties  of  humanity,  and 
the  common  rights  of  mankind,  and  thereby  indue 
ing  them  not  only  to  disturb  the  common  peace, 
safety,  and  good  oriler  of  this  colony,  but  to  take 
up  arms  and  spill  the  blood  of  their  fdlow-citizens, 
wlio  are  only  acting  in  the  defence  of  their  lives, 
liberties,  and  properties,  against  the  hands  of  a 
lawless  and  despotic  power:  to  the  iotent,  there- 
fore, and  in  order  the  more  effectually  to  preserve 
and  secure  the  peace,  order,  and  good  government 
of  (his  colony,  and  to  deter  and  prevent  such  evil- 
minded  persons  from  committing  such  offences, 
and  all  such  other  ofTences  declared  in  this  act,  to 
the  great  danger  of  the  lives,  liberties,  and  pro- 
perties of  the  ir.habitanU  of  this  colony:  Be  it 
t  juclcd  by  his  excellency  John  Rutledge,  esq.  pre- 


si<!ent  and  commander  in  chief  in  and  over  I 
colony  of  South  Carolina,  and  by  the  honorabltl 
legislative  council  and  general  assembly  of  t 
colony,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  thai 
any  person  or  persons  within  this  colony  do, 
shall,  from,  and  immediately  after,  the  paasinj 
this  act,  take  up  arms  with  a  hostile  intent,  i 
by  force  and  violence,  or  by  words,  deeds,  or  w 
ing,  or  any  other  means  whatsoever,  cause,  inda 
or  persuade,  or  attempt  to  cause,  induce,  or  f 
suade  any  other  person  or  persons,  with  such  hof 
intent,  to  take  up  arms,  and  by  force  and  vidti 
to  oppose  and  subvert  the  aut-.ority  of  the  govt 
ment  of  this  colony,  established  by  the  eoostj 
tion,  agreed  on  and  confirmed  In  congress 
Charleston,  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March,  < 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  or 
wound,  maim,  or  kill  any  person  or  persons, 
destroy  any  of  the  houses,  goods,  or  cbattek 
any  such  persons,  who  shall  under,  and  by  vn 
of  any  authority  of  the  said  government,  be  tcl 
in  support  and  defence  of  the  same,  or  the  ex( 
tion  of  any  power,  authority  or  office  derived  tht 
from,'  all  and  every  of  such  person  or  pcrsonSi 
the  aider  and  abettor,  or  aiders  and  abettor 
such  person  or  persons  so  offending,  in  eitha 
the  offences  aforesaid,  shall,  on  being  indicted 
convicted  of  the  same,  by  du«  oourae  of  law, 
deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  flehioy,  and  sa 
death  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

And  be  it  furtlier  enacted  by  the  authority  aC 
said.  That  if  any  persons  within  this  colony  si 
immediately  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  02 
any  time  thereafier,  by  letter,  writing,  message 
other  means  of  intelligence,  hold  any  corresf 
dence  or  intercourse,  or  conspire  or  concert  in 
manner  whatever  with,  or  aid  or  abet  any  land 
naval  farce,  raised  or  to  he  raised,  or  which  il 
be  sent  by  Great  Britain,  in  a  hostile  mam 
against  this  colony,  or  any  other  force  or  bod; 
men  within  this  colony,  who  shall,  in  a  bos 
intent  or  manner,  oppose  the  power  and  autboi 
of  the  present  government  of  this  colony,  esiabl; 
ed  as  aforesaid,  with  an  intent  to  promote  the 
complishments  of  any  hostile  plan  of  operati 
designed  by  such  force  or  forces  ag.^inst  the  \n 
liberties  and  properties  of  all  or  any  of  the  in 
bitants  and  friends  to  the  constitution  of  this 
lony,  established  as  aforeseid — every  such  per 
or  persons,  so  offending  in  any  of  the  said  ofTenc 
shall,  on  being  indicted  and  convicted  ther 
by  due  course  of  law,  be  deemed  and  adjudf 
guilty  of  felony,  and  suffer  death  without  beiiefi' 
clergy. 
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And  be  it  furtber  enacted  by  the  tutiioriiy  ifoce. 
nid,  That  if  tny  perion  nr  penon*  within  tliii  cO' 
tail}  ifaill,  imiDcdiately  ifter  tbe  pMiin|;  of  this  act, 
grituiy  timetberufter,  fumuhgr  lupply,  or  c>ut( 
'  w  procure  to  be  TuniisbeJ  or  tupptied,  vilb  any 
Ul>«f  cxcliuii^,  DoaiH,  goodi,  pniviiiont,  liqi 
m  oiher  DeceaMry  trticlei  of  tubtUtence,  Ar  any 
■tlitwr  or  naral  itore*  whatever,  any  of  lh«  land 
«nnl  torcu,  raUed  or  to  be  railed,  or  aent  by 
(ml  Britain,  or  any  authority  derived  froin  iliai 
pKRinent,  agiinil  thia  colony,  or  ihall,  in  like 
■uaer,  furnigh  or  eupply,  or  cauie  to  be  fumisli- 
dtriupplied,  any  (bree  or  body  of  men  wtio  shitt, 
itikottile  muner,  oppose  the  government  of  tliii 
ulBy,titahlitbedai  afDreiiid— every  auchpcriaii 
M  pcriHu,  ao  offending  io  either  of  the  ofFcncc) 
rtnuid,  and  the  aider  or  abettor,  or  Bidcn  am: 


HgaiMt  all  eneitiiei  wbataoever,  who  ihall  invade 
or  attack  the  aaine,  or  endanger  the  Mfety  thereof. 

And  be  it  fUrther  enacted  by  the  authority  afare- 
said,  That  if  any  person  or  pernon*  within  this 
colony  ihall,  innediitely  after  the  pasiing  of 
thi*  act,  or  at  any  time  tliereifter,  eolleet  or  aiiem- 
ble  with  any  body  or  asiembly  of  persona,  or  cause 
or  procure  tliim  to  be  so  collected  and  utembled, 
with  intent,  in  a  riotous  and  sedilioua  manner,  to 
diaturb  the  public  peace  and  tranquilliy,  and  the 
good  order  of  the  government,  and  by  words  or 
otherwise  to  create  and  raise  traitEmus  seditions 
or  discontenta  in  the  minds  of  the  good  people  of 
ihis  colony,  agaioat  the  authority  of  the  preient 
government  established  ss  ■foresaid— every  luch 
person  or  persons,  so  offending  in  any  of  the  said 
affences,  shall,  en  conviction  thereof,  by  due  ci 


.knon  J  »,  of  Ih.  M  .«■.»«.,  .h.ll,  "■  b.»E  I  _,„„„,  j^„^  ^  .dj«ds.a  guOl,  of  t.lmj. 

■dieted  or  convicted  thereof,  by  due  course  ofj 

to,  be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and       And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  ifete- 


tr  death  without  benefit  of  clergy. 
And  be  it  fbrther  enacted  by  the  aulhoriiy  Bfore- 


laid,  That  the  lands  and  tenemcntt,  goods  and 
■battels,  and  other  real  and  pcraonxl  estate  of  all 
such  person  or  persons,  who  shall  be  duly  et 


«ii,  mt  if  any  person  or  peraons  within  this  gj^  t,  virtue  of  tbia  act,  of  any  of  the  crimes  .'d 
tsbsy  ih.ll,  at  any  time  after  the  passing  of  ibi,  ^^^^^  ,^^„.      ^^^   f^^         ^^^^^.    ^.^^.^^  ^ 


W,  compel,  induce,  persu»de,  or  attempt  to  eom- 
pi^  Mduce,  or  pcrauade  any  white  person,  or  per- 
Na^  or  any  free  nrgro,  or  negroes,  mulatto  or 
mUUms,  Indian  or  Indians,  to  desert  from  their 
Wtalion  or  habitations,  or  any  negro  or  other 
dire  or  slani,  to  desert  from  bis  or  Uieir  muster, 
■isress,  or  owner,  and  to  join  any  land  or  DUval 
futt,  raised  or  to  be  raised,  or  sent  by  Great  Bri-  |-^^ 
Ua,  or  any  avthority  derived  from  that  gover' 
■B^  against  the  united  colonies  of  AmerUi, 
Wl  Mdony,  or  to  join  any  person  or  persons  irined 

■  ihostile  manner,  with  inleat  to  oppose  or  subvert 
Utgovemment  of  Ibis  colony,  ettablisbcd  aa  afore 
aidfOT  with  intent  of  killing  any  person  or  persons, 

■  destroying  hit,  her,  or  their  goods  or  property, 
*bo  shall  be  acting,  or  ready  and  willing  to  act  in 
MHMrt  and  defence  of  such  government,  or  my  of 
Ik  iihabitants  of  this  colony  snd  friends  lo  11 
■■I — every  such  person  or  persnna,  to  offending 
■^  of  the  above  offences,  and  all  such  as  abill  aid 
■dihel  the  said  affender,or  offenders,  in  the  per- 
felntion  and  execution  of  any  of  the  said  ofTences, 
••II,  on  conviction  thereof,  by  due  course  of  law, 
Adeemed  andadjudgedguiltyofl'elonv,  and  shall 
■tftr  dsftth  without  benefit  of  clergy.  Provided 
■ilt'ijs,  neveriheleis,  that  nothing  in  this  act  oon- 
liined  shall  be  construed  or  taken  lo  prevent  ihr 
pod  people  ol'  this  cukny  from  .riiiing  of  slaves 
<*^Ugrues,  for  tiic  belter  del'enc:  of  this  e 


offences  (hereby  made  felony,  shall,  within  one 
month  after  such  conviction,  by  the  sheriff  of  each 
district  respectively,  in  vbicb  such  real  and  per 
sonal  estate  of  tbe  pcnon  or  persons  so  convicted, 
or  any  pari  thereof,  shall  be  found,  with  thret  free 
holders  of  the  said  district,  be  appraised  upon  oil):, 
and  the  suid  appTaisement  duly  returned,  by  the 
aud  sheriff  of  such  district,  to  tbe  aecretary's  of- 
Chsrleilcn,  within  one  month  after  such  ap- 
I  praisement  is  made,  and  the  said  sheriff  of  such  dis- 
trict in  which  ihe  appraisenient  is  made,  u  afiire- 
sbull,  within  one  month  thereafter,  expose 
sucli  estate  to  iipprolsed  to  public  sale,  first  giving 
twenty-one  days  public  notice  of  the  tile;  and  shall, 
within  three  months  after  such  sale,  dfpoiiie  the 
amount  of  tbe  same,  deducting  legal  poundage  and 
charges,  in  Ibc  office  of  the  cobny  treasury  in 
Charleston,  and  the  commissioneri  of  the  colony 
treasury,  or  any  one  of  tliem,  on  receipt  of  such 
monies  from  Uie  sheriff,  aa  aluresiid,  stull  give  a 
receipt  or  voucher  lijr  the  same. 


And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  sfure- 
said.  That  if  any  sheriff  or  sheriffs,  fbr  any  of  tbe 
disiriett  in  tliit  culuny,  shall  in  any  wite  tnntgress, 
or  disobiy,  or  neglect  tbe  putting  in  execution,  any 
of  tbe  provisions  or  clause*  in  this  act,  retpecl^ng 
Iheir  duty  and  office — every  sheriff  so  offending, 
disobeying  or  n^lecting  the  tame,  shall  forfeit  his 
:cur  tbepaialty  of  one  thaujand  puuuls 
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curre'ii  money,  to  be  buviI  for,  and  recovered  by 
bill  or  plaint  in  any  court  of  record  in  this  colony, 
wherein  no  essoign,  privilege,  protection  or  wager 
of  law»  or  more  than  one  imparlance,  shall  be 
allowe  d. 


Honorable  gentlemen  of  the  legitlative  CBUnc'l^ 
Mr.Speaker  and  gentlemen  of  the  general  akttm^^^f^ 

It  has  afforded  me  much  satisfactioa  to  obseir^-  ^, 
that  though  the  seaaon  of  the  year  rendered  y»%A.  r 
sitting  very   inconvenient,  your  private  concerc^^. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore-  «^^»c»»  «nu»t  have  suffered  greatly  by  ycmr  lor»j: 
said.  That  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  all[*nd  close  application,  in  the  late  congress,  to  ^1 
such  estates  as  shall  become  forfeited,  by  virtue  ofl«^«»"  ©^  *^«  colony,  requiring  yOur  presence 
this  met,  shall  be  appropriated  lor  a  fund,  and  sliall  the  county,  yet  continuiHg  to  prefer  the  publics 
become  a  reprisal  fund,  for  reimbursing  all  such  «^«^l  ^o  "»«  "»d  retirement,  you  have  been  busily 
losses  and  damages  which  have  been,  or  shall  be|engaged  m  framing  such  Uws  as  our  peculiar  ci»-- 
sustained  by  any  person  or  persons  who  have  bceii,!c'i«i8tances  rendered  absolutely  necessary  to     t>« 
are,  or  shall  be.  engaged  in  opposition  to  the  op  jP»"e<i  htfoTt  your  adjournment.     Haviii|p  gi^^^ 
pressive  measures  of  tlie  British  ministry,  or  thej'ny  assent  to  them,  I  presume  you  are  row  deairc»u  9 
defence  of  the  present  established  constitution,  and  °^  •  recess. 

On  my  part,  a  most  solemn  oath  has  been  talc^** 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  my  duty;  on  your^y    ^ 


the  liberties  of  this  colony. 


'    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore 

•aid.  That  no  persoji  or  persons  shall  be  reimbursed,  solemn  assurance  has  been  given  to  support 

by  virtue  of  this  act,  for  any  losses  or  damages  therein.     Thus,  a  public  co  mpact   between 


sustained  from  persons  acting  in  open  hostility 
against  the  present  constitution  of  government, 
and  the  liberties  of  tliis  colony,  unless  the  said 
reimbursem  ent  be,  on  application,  and  oath  made 
of  the  damages  actually  sustained,  deemed  just 
and  reasonable  by  the  general  assembly  of  this 
colony,  or  such  other  body  or  persons  as  the  legists 
tive  body  of  this  colony  shall  appoint:    Provided 
always,  nevertheless.  That  such  person  or  persons, 
to  whom  such  reimbursement  shall  be  tliouglit  rea- 
sonable, do  first,  before  the  receipt  thereof,  take 
and  subscribe  the  oath  of  fidelity,  ordained  in  the 
present  constitution,  if  such  person  or  persons  had 
not  before  taken  and  subscribed  the  same. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  the  fines  and  penalties  to  be  incurred, 
by  viKue  of  tliis  act,  shall,  upon  recovery  thereof, 
be  paid  into  the  colony  treasury,  to  be  applied  to, 
and  for  such  uses  and  purposes  as  are  herein  men- 
tioned. G.  G.  Powell,  speaker  of  the 

Legislative  council. 
James  Pausovs,  speaker  of  the 


stands  recorded.  You  may  rest  assured  that  I  shs  ^^^ 
keep  this  oath  ever  in  mind — the  constitution  stm^^' 
be  the  iuvariable  rule  of  my  conduct— my  esra  Au^  '  ^ 
be  always  open  to  the  complaints  of  the  injure ^  if 
justice,  in  mercy,  shall  neither  be  denied,  or  deft^^'' 
ed — Our  laws  and  religion,  and  the  libertiea  <*' 
America,  shalt  be  maintained  and  defended,  to  'tJtM  ^ 
utmost  of  my  power.  1  repose  the  most  perfiP^^  ^ 
confidence  in  your  engagement. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  let  me  intreat  that  y^** 
will,  in  your  several  parishes  and  districts,  nM^^ 
your  influence  and  authority  to  keep  peace  ^kX^"^ 
good  order,  and  procure  strict  observance  of,  ^s^*  ^ 
ready  obedience  to  the  law.  If  any  persona  th^^^' 
in  are  strll  strangers  to  the  nature  and  merits  ^ 
the  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  the  coloa^  ^^* 
you  will  explain  it  to  them  fully,  and  teach  tb^'*'* 
if  they  are  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  know  tl»  ^^ 
inherent  rights.  Prove  to  them,  that  the  privily  ^^ 
of  being  tried  by  a  jury  of  tlie  vicinage,  acquain  -m^^^ 
with  the  parties  and  witnesses;  of  being  taxed  o^  ^^'^ 
with  their  own  consent,  given  by  their  represt 


General  asseroblv.  ^>^"»  freely  chosen  by,  and  sharing  the  hurt  W^^^ 

In  the  council  chamber,  the  lllh  day  of  April,  ^^"^^y  '^'^^  themselves,  not  for  the  sggrandia  ^  ^ 
17r6-Assented  to,  J.  Rutledgi:.       *  rapacious  minister,  and  his  dependent  favori«  ^^ 

and  for  corrupting  the  people,  and  subverting  tl:^  "^  * 

In  general  atiembltf.  South  Carolina,  ^pril  11, 1776.  liberties,  but  for  such  wise  and  salutary  purpo^  ^J 

as  they  themselves  approve;  and  of  having  tta  * 
internal  polity  regulated,  only  by  Uws  consen  < 
commander  in  c\\  ief  of  this  colony,  be  forthwith  to  by  competent  judges  of  what  is  best  adapted  , 


Ordered,  I'hat  the  speech  this  day  delivered  to 
both  houses,  by  his  excellency  the  president  and 


ir 

d 


their  situation  and  circumstances,  equally   boi.s>^ 


too  by  those  laws,  are   inestimable,  and  derl 


printed  and  made  public,  as  well  in  the  newspapers 
as  otherwise. 

By  order  of  the  house,  'from  that  constUu'ion,  which  is  the  birtlMigb^- 

PsTcn  TiMOTHT,  clerk  G.  A.       the  poorest  mun,  und  the  bcit  iuheritance  of   ^^ 


i 
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mty,  by  the  permisiion  of  Hettren,  lay  wute  our 
towns^  tnd  ravage  ouf  Country,  it  can  never 
eradicate  fWmi  the  breasts  of  freemen^  those  prin* 
ciples  which  are  ingrafted  in  their  very  hature.— • 
Socb  men  will  do  their  duty«  neither  knowingf,  nor 
reg^arding  consequences)  but  submitting  themi 
With  humble  confidence,  to  the  omniscient  and 
omnipotent  arbiter  and  director  of  the  fate  of  tm* 
pires,  and  trusting  that  his  Almighty  arm,  which 
has  been  so  signally  sti^etched  out  for  our  defenc^^^ 
will  delivct  them  in  a  righteous  cause. 

The  eyes  of  Europe^  nay  of  the  whole  World,  are 
on  America.  The  eyes  of  every  other  colony  are 
on  this;  a  colony,  whose  reputation  for  generosity 
and  magnanitoityy  is  Universally  acknowledged.  1 
trusty  therefore,  it  will  not  be  diminbbed  by  our 
fiiture  Conduct)  that  there  will  be  no  civil  discord 
here}  and  that  tlie  only  strife  amongst  brethren 
will  be,  who  shall  do  most  to  serve  and  to  save  an 
oppressed  and  injured  eoui\try. 

JOHK  ROTXIDOB. 

JprU  11,  17?6. 

To  kU  excellenof  John  RulUdgrt^  etq.  pretident  ahd 
commander  in  chief  in  and  over  the  co'ony  of  South 
CaroHna, 

The  address  of  the  legislative  council  and  general 

assembly. 
J^ay  it  please  jfour  exceUenejf'^ 
Vft^  the  legislative  council  and  general  assembly 

of  South  Carolina,  convened  under  the  authority 

of  the  equitable  constitution  of  government  estab« 

lished  by  s  free  people  in  congress,  on  the  S6th  ult. 

beg  leave,  most  respectfully,  to  addrew  your  excel* 

lency. 

Nothing  is  better  known  to  your  eiceTlency  than 
the  unavoidable  necessity  which  induced  us,  as 
members  of  congress,  on  the  part  of  the  people,  to 
resume  the  powers  of  government,  and  to  establish 
some  mode  far  regulating  the  internal  polity  of 
this  colony;  and,  as  members  of  the  legislative 
council  and  general  assembly,  to  vest  you,  for  a 
time  limited,  with  the  executive  authority.  Such 
constitutional  proceedings,  on  our  part,  we  make 
no  doubt  will  be  misconstrued  into  acts  of  the 
greatest  criminality  by  that  despotism,  which,  lost 
to  all  sense  of  justice  and  humanity,  has  already 
pretended  that  we  are  in  actual  rebellion.  But, 
sir,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  unprovoked,  cruel, 
and  accumulated  oppressions  under  which  Ame 
rica,  in  general,  and  this  celony  in  particular,  has 
long  continued;  oppressions  whicby  gradually  in- 
creasing in  injustice  anil  violence,  are  now«  by  the 

-•i^ate  about  the  choice.  AlU}oueh  superior  forct' inexorable  tvianny  perpetrated  against  the  umletl 
20. 


>8t  wealthy.  Relate  to  them  the  varioui»j  unjust 
d  cruel  stattltes,  which  the  British  parliament, 
iroing  a  right  to  make  laws  fbr  binding  the 
loniet  in  all  caies  whatwever,  hate  enacted;  ahd 
t  many  sanguinary  measures  which  have  been, 
d  ate  daily  pursued  and  threatened,  to  wrest 
m  them  those  invaluable  benefits^  and  to  enforce 
6h  ah  unlimited  and  destructive  claim.  To  the 
»t  illiterate  it  must  appear,  that  no  power  bn 
fth  eanj  of  fightj  deprive  them  of  the  hardly 
med  fruiU  of  their  honest  industry,  toil  and 
lor^-even  to  them,  the  impious  attempt  to  pre- 
nt  many  thousands  from  tising  tlie  means  of 
btistence  provided  for  man  by  the  bounty  of  his 
eator,  and  to  compel  them,  by  famine,  to  sur- 
nder  their  rights,  will  seem  to  call  for  t)ivine 
ngeance.  The  endeavors,  by  deceit  and  bribery, 
engage  barbarous  nations  to  embnie  their  hands 
the  innocent  blood  of  helpless  women  and  child, 
m  and  the  attempts  by  fair  but  false  promises, 
make  ignorant  dmncstics  subservient  to  the 
oat  wicked  purposes,  are  acts  at  which  humanity 
tist  revolt. 

Shew  your  constituents,  then,  the  indispehskble 
Messity  which  there  was  for  establishing  some 
lode  of  government  in  this  colony;  the  benefits 
I  that,  which  a  full  and  free  representation  has 
lUblished;  and  that  the  consent  of  the  people  is 
le  origin,  and  their  happiness  the  end  of  govern- 
»«t. .  Remove  the  apprehensions  with  which  honest 
sd  well*meaning,  but  weak  and  credulous,  minds 
ay  be  alatmedj  and  prevent  ill  impressions  by 
"^fiil  and  designing  enemies.  Let  it  be  known 
kat  this  constitution  is  but  temporary*  till  an  ac- 
MDmodation  of  the  unhappy  differences  between 
reat  Britain  and  America  can  be  obtained;  and 
lat  such  an  event  is  still  desired  by  men  who  yet 
member  former  friendships  and  intimate  connec- 
mt»  though,  for  defending  their  persons  and 
•opertiea,  they  are  stigmatized  and  treated  as 

Tnifh,  being  known,  will  prevail  over  artifice 
>d  misrepresentation— In  such  case  no  man,  who 
worthy  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  will,  or  can, 
fuse  to  join  with  you,  in  defending  them  to  the 
fet  eltrmity,  disdaining  every  sordid  view,  and 
«  mean  paljfy  considerations  of  private  interest 
^  present  emolument,  when  placed  in  competi- 
■>n  with  the  liberties  of  millions;  and  seeing  that 
^re  is  no  altematite  but  absolute,  untonditional 
Amission,  and  the  most  abject  slavery,  or  a  de- 
'^ce  becoming  men  born  to  freedomi  he  will  not 


154 


PWNCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


Colonies,  tinder  the  various  forms  of  robbery,  con- 
flHgntions,  msssscre,  breich  of  public  faith,  and 
open  war;  conscious  of  our  natural  and  unalienable 
rights,  and  determined  to  make  every  eff'>rt  in  our 
power  to  retain  them,  we  see  your  excellency's 
elevation  from  the  midst  of  us,  to  govern  this 
country,  as  the  natural  consequence  of  such  out- 
nijea. 

By  the  sufirages  of  a  free  people  you,  sir,  hsve 
b^cn  chosen  to  hold  the  reins  of  government,  an 
event  as  honorable  to  yourself  as  beneficial  to  the 
public.  We  firmly  trust  that  you  will  make  the 
constitution  the  great  rule  of  your  conduct;  and, 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  we  do  assure  your 
excellency  that,  in  the  dbcharge  of  your  duties, 
under  that  constitution  wliich  looks  forward  to  an 
accommodation  with  Great  Britam  (an  event  which, 
though  traduced  and  treated  as  rebels,  we  still 
camef  tly  desire,}  we  will  support  you  with  our  liveb 
and  fortunes.  - 

In  the  legislative  council,  the  Sd  iday  of  April, 
1776.  Gsoa«x  Gabhixl  Powull,  speaker. 

In  the  general  assembly,  the  3d  day  of  April, 

1776. 

By  order  of  the  bouse, 

Jamxs  Pabsovs,  speaker. 


JSf?«  exeeUtnc^M  arnvfer, 
Mmerable  gentlemen  of  the  legislative  council^  Mf 

Sfteaker,  and  geniktnen  ef  the  general  QBtembly. 

My  most  cordial  thanks  are  due,  and  I  reques: 
that  you  will  accept  them,  for  this  solemn  engage* 
nent  of  support,  in  discharging  the  duty  of  the 
honorable  station  to  which,  by  your  favor,  I  have 
been  elected. 

Be  persuaded,  that  no  man  would  embrace  a 
just  and  equitable  accommodation  with  Great  Bri 
tain  more  gladly  than  myself;  but,  until  so  desi- 
rable an  object  can  be  obtained,  the  defence  of  my 
ccuntrj,  and  preservation  of  that  constitution 
which,  from  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  rights, 
and  a  laudable  regard  to  the  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple, you  have  so  wisely  framed,  shall  engross  my 
wliole  attention. 

To  this  country  I  owe  all  that  is  dear  and  valua- 
h\f.t  and  would,  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  sscri 
iice  every  temporal  felicity  to  establish  and  per- 
petuate her  freedom.  J.  Rutlcoqb. 

^ *J p.  general  at9embl]fp  ,^il  6,  1776. 
Ordered,  That  the  ibllowing  resolutions  be  forth 
'*,  1th  printed  and  made  public. 
r>y  order  of  the  house, 

PrrsB  TijcoTBT,  clerk  G.  A. 


Whereas,  the  honorable  the  continental  coi 
hath  resolved,  ^that,  in  the  present  titust 
affairs,  it  will  be  very  dangerous  to  the  lik 
and  welfare  of  America,  if  any  colony  i 
sepfirately  petition  the  king  or  either  boi 
parliament.'*  And  whereas  no  step  should  I 
unessayed  to  promote  Ihe  general  welfiwc 
whereas  the  sending  commissioners  from 
Britain  to  treat  with  the  different  coloni 
dangerous  to  the  stability  of  the  liberties  of 
rica:  Therefore- 
Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  1 
ihat  no  measures  should  be  left  unessay 
establish  the  liberties  of  America,  and  to 
them  as  far  as  maybe,  out  of  the  reach  of  frani 
schemes  to  subvert  them  by  negociation;  am 
this  colony  should  not  enter  into  sny  treaty  o 
respondence  with  the  court  of  Great  Brita 
with  any  person  or  persons  under  that  antli 
but  through  the  medium  of  the  continentn 
gress. 


Resolved  slso.  That  it  is  the  opinion  o 

house,  that  if  any  person  or  persons  sent 

Great  Britain  to  treat  with  the  several  coV 

shall  arrive  in  this  colony  by  water,  such  p 

or  persons,  and  their  retinae  or  company^  a] 

not,  upon  any  pretence,  be  allowed  to  land, 

remain  in  the  colony  longer  than  forty-eight  I 

wind  and  weather  permitting;  or  while  so  re 

>ng,  to  hold  any  communication  with  any  pen 

this  colony,  but  through  his  excellency  the  ] 

dent;  and  if  any  such  persons  shall  arrive  by 

they  should  be  forthwith  escorted  out  of  the  cc 

and  not  permitted  to  hold  conference  with  an} 

son  not  for  that  purpose  authorized  by  the  \ 

dent,  and  that  for  the  mere  purpose  of  accomn 

tion. 

JV5?w  Jersey.  In  Provincial  congrete, 

Burlington,  June  14»  17 
Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  ibis  con| 
the  proclamation  of  William  Franklin,  esq. 
governor  of  New  Jersey,  bearing  date  the  thii 
day  of  May  last,  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  i 
Britain,  appointing  a  meeting  of  the  general  ai 
bly,  to  be  held  on  the  twentieth  of  this  in 
June,  ought  not  to  be  obeyed. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  con| 
the  said  William  Franklin,  esq.  by  such,  his  det 
tion,  has  acted  in  direct  contempt  and  violati 
the  resolve  of  the  continental  congress  of  the 
day  of  May  last. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  tbii  con| 
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all  payments  af  money  on  account  of  stlary  or 
otherwise,  to  the  smid  William  Franklin,  esq.  as 
governor,  ought  from  henceforth  to  cease;  and  that 
the  treasurer  or  treasurers  of  this  province,  shall 
account  for  the  monies  in  their  hands  to  this  con- 
gre8s,^or  to  the  future  legislature  of  this  colony. 
By  order  of  the  coi^ess, 

Samubl  TuGKiB,  president 
Ji  true  eep^f 
William  Pattbbsov,  secretary. 

Jin  addreaa  to  the  inhabitanta  ef  JWw  Jeraey, 
Cetmtrymen  and  frienda'^ 
Thia  province  has  been  requested  by  the  con- 
tinental cong^ress  to  send,  without  delay,  from  their 
militia,  thKe  thousand  three  hundred  men  to  Xew- 
York,  in  oon^^uence  of  authentic  information  that 
the  grand  attack  of  our  common  enemy  this  sum- 
mer, which  will  probably  prove  the  decisive  cam- 
paign, is  to  be  upon  that  city;  and  that  their  force 
nay  be  expected  there  in  a  few  days. — Your  re- 
presentatives in  this  congress  have,  with  all  the 
despatch  in  their  power,  and  with  the  utmost  una- 
nimity,  prepared  an  ordinance^r  raising  the  num- 
ber called  for,  aa  equally  from  the  different  parts 
of  the  province  as  possible.  They  have  determined 
to  rabe  the  men  by  voluntary  enlistment  in  the 
aereral  counties,  in  full  confidence  that,  in  this 
war,  they  will  be  raised  most  speedily,  as  well  as 
consist  of  persons  of  the  greatest  spirit  and  alacrity 
tor  the  important  service.  Filled  with  the  same 
zeal  for  the  defence  of  their  country,  they  apply 
to  you  by  this  short  address— snd,  in  the  most 
eameat  and  affectionate  manner,  entreat  you  not 
to  sully  the  reputation  acquired  on  all  former  oc- 
casions; but  to  give  a  new  proof  to  the  public  of 
your  courage  and  intrepidity,  as  men,  of  your 
unalterable  attachment  to  the  liberties  of  America, 
and  the  sincerity  of  your  unanimous  resolutions 
Irom  the  beginning  of  this  contest.  Were  there 
time  to  draw  up  a  long  discourse  in  this  hour  of 
danger,  the  arguments  that  might  be  used  ai^ 
innumerable;  and  as  some  of  them  sre  of  the  most 
urgent,  so  (blessed  be  God)  others  are  of  the  most 
encouraging  and  animating  kind. 

The  danger  is  not  only  certain,  but  immediate 
and  imminent.  It  do^  not  admit  of  a  moment's 
^elay^  for  our  unjust  and  implacable  enemy  is  at 
lund.  The  place  where  the  attack  b  expected 
is  of  the  last  importance;  not  only  a  city  of  great 
extent,  the  interest  of  whose  numerous  inhabitants 
must  be  exceedingly  dear  to  us,  but  situated  in 
the  middle  of  the  colonies,  and  where  the  success 


disunite  their  efforts  by  land,  which  are  of  necessity 
liable  to  interruption  from  the  enemy's  fleet  by 
sea.  It  is  scarce  worth  while  to  add,  that  thia 
province,  by  its  vicinity,  would  then  be  exposed 
to  the  cruel  depredations  of  the  enemy,  who,  hap* 
pily,  hitherto  have  been  able  to  do  us  little  or  no 
mischief  but  by  theft  and  rapine.  It  would  seem 
to  carry  unjust  suspicion  of  you  to  say  any  more 
on  our  own  private  interest,  as  we  hope  every 
honest  man  is  chiefly  concerned  for,  and  will  strain 
every  nerve  in  support  o^  the  common  cause  of  tht 
united  colonies. 

We  cannot  help  putting  you  in  mind  how  signally 
Almighty  God  has  prospered  us  hitherto,  and 
crowned  our  virtuous  efforts  with  success.  The 
expulsion  of  the  enemy  from  Boston,  where  they 
first  took  possession,  and  began  their  oppressive 
measures,  was  an  event  as  disgraceful  to  them,  aa 
it  was  advantageous  to  the  public  cause,  and 
honorable  to  that  brave  and  resolute  army  by 
which  it  was  accomplished.  It  will  certainly  be 
no  small  encoursgement  to  those  who  shall  now 
proceed  to  the  place  of  danger,  that  they  shsU 
join  with  many  of  the  same  soldiers,  who  have 
gained  immortal  honor  by  their  past  conduct,  as 
well  aa  serve  under  that  wise  and  able  leader, 
whose  prudence,  firmness  and  attention  to  his  great 
charge,  have  procured  him  the  most  unlimited 
confidence,  both  of  those  who  direct  the  public 
counsels,  and  of  those  who  are  in  arms  under  hia 
command. 

We  must  not  forget  the  activity  and  success  of 
tlie  inhabitants  of  the  southern  colonies.  They  run 
to  arms  in  thousands  the  moment  they  heard  of  an 
attack,  both  in  Virginia  and  North  Gsrolina.  God 
was  pleased,  in  both  cases,  to  reward  their  alacrity, 
for  they  obtained  a  complete  victory  over  their 
enemies  with  so  little  loss  of  blood,  as  waa  not 
barely  wonderful,  but  scarcely  credible.  At  the 
battle  of  Moor-Creek  Bridge,  there  were  but  few 
men  killed,  and  at  Norfolk  Great-Bridge  we  did 
not  lose  a  single  life. 

Time  does  not  permit  us  to  enlarge  on  the  past 
events  of  thb  war,  in  which  the  kindness  of  Pro- 
vidence is  so  clearly  to  be  seen.  We  therefore  only 
further  observe,  that,  by  the  preparations  in  Bri- 
tain for  this  campaign,  and  by  all  the  intelligence 
received  from  Europe,  it  is  plain  that  not  honor 
and  advantage  only,  but  absolute  necessity  requires 
us  to  exert  our  utmost  efforts,  lor  our  all  is  at 
stake.  Every  one  now  is  obliged  to  confess  what 
many  saw  long  ago,  that  entire  and  uncondiiional 


«f  tbt  eoemy  would  separate  the  provinces,  and  submlssiom  is  the  point  to  which  our  imemiea  are 
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detenniaed  to  bring  u8,  if  in  their  pover;  so  that 
nothing  retntinB  for  us  but  either  the  abject  sUvery 
of  tributary  atatea,  or  to  maintain  our  rightt  and 
libertiei  by  force  of  arms,  and  hand  down  the  Ikir 
inheritance  to  our  posterity^  by  a  braye  and  deter- 
mined defence. 

IX t  desire  and  eipect,  that,  in  tuch  a  situation 
of  things,  all  particular  difference  of  small  mo- 
ment, arising  from  whatever  cause,  whether  religi- 
oiii  denominations,  rivalship  of  different  classes  of 
men,  scarcity  of  some  articles  of  commerce,  or  any 
other,  may  be  entirely  laid  aside.  The  present 
danger  requires  the  most  perfect  union.  Let  every 
enemy  perceive,  that  the  representatives  of  the 
colonies,  as  soon  as  ttiey  determine  upon  any  mea- 
sure, are  able  to  bring  out  the  whole  strength  of 
this  vast  country  to  carry  it  into  execution. 

That  you  may  be  under  no  apprehension  either 
of  ineqtislity  in  thf  burden,  or  that  our  own  coasts 
will  be  left  unguarded  by  the  destination  of  this 
brigade,  we  have  thought  it  best  to  inform  you, 
tha$  the  continental  congress  have  amply  provided 
for  the  defence  of  this  province,  and  have  made 
such  arrangement  of  the  continental  army  for  the 
ensuing  campaign,  as  lays  an  equal  burden  on  the 
inhabitants  of  the  different  colonies;  in  particular, 
that  a  flying  camp  of  ten  thousand  men  is  now 
formmg  for  the  protection  of  the  middle  colonies, 
which,  we  are  credibly  informed,  b  to  have  its 
chief  station  in  this  province.  We  add  no  more, 
but  that  we  trust  and  hope,  that,  while  every 
province  is  making  the  most  spirited  efforts.  New 
Jersey  in  its  place  snd  duty  will  be  second  to  none. 

Signed  in  name,  iM>d  by  appointment  of  con- 
gressi  at  Burl|ngtoo,  June  15, 1776. 

Saxus^  Tuckir,  president. 
•4  true  copy, 

Wm.  Pattirso9i  secretary. 

Extract  from  the  inttructiom  to  the  repretentativei  of 
the  town  of  Botton^  1776. 
Gentlemen—Touchxng  the  internal  police  of  this 
colony,  it  is  essentially  necessary,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve harmony  among  ourselves,  that  the  con- 
stituent  body  be  satisfied  that  they  are  fairly  and 
fully  rqiresented.  The  right  to  legislate  is  origi- 
nally due  to  every  member  of  the  community; 
which  right  is  always  exercised  in  the  infancy  of 
a  state:  but,  when  Uie  inhabitants  are  become 
numerous,  it  is  not  only  inconvenient,  but  im- 
practicable, for  all  to  meet  in  one  assembly;  and 
hence  arose  the  necessity  and  practice  of  legislat- 
Ing  by  a  few,  freely  chosen  by  the  many.    When 


this  choice  is  free,  and  the  representation  equal,  it  is ' 
the  people's  fiiult  if  they  are  not  happys  we  there- 
fore  instruct  you  to  devise  some  means  to  obtain 
an  equal  representation  of  the  people  of  this  co« 
lony  in  the  legislature:— but  care  should  be  taken 
that  the  assembly  be  not  unwieldy;  for  this  would 
be  an  approach  to  the  evil  meant  to  be  cured  by 
representation.  The  largest  bodies  of  men  do  not 
always  despatch  business  with  the  greatest  ezpedi* 
tion,  nor  conduct  it  in  the  wisest  manner. 

It  is  essential  to  liberty,  that  the  legislative, 
judicial,  and  executive  powers  of  government  b^ 
as  nearly  as  possible,  independent  of,  and  separate 
from  each  other;  for  where  they  are  united  in  tbf 
same  persons,  or  number  of  persons,  there  would 
be  wanting  that  mutual  check  which  is  the  princi- 
pal security  against  the  making  of  arbitrary  laws, 
and  a  wanton  exercise  of  power  in  the  ezecutioo 
of  them.  It  is  also  of  the  highest  importance^  that 
every  person  in  a  judiciary  department  employ  the 
gpreatest  part  of  his  time  and  attention  in  the  duties 
of  his  office;  w^  therefore  further  instruct  you,  to 
procure  the  enacting  such  law  or  laws,  as  shall 
make  it  incompatible  for  the  same  person  to  hold 
a  seat  in  the  legislative  and  executive  departments 
of  government,  at  one  and  the  same  time:  that  shall 
render  the  judges,  in  every  judicatory  through  the 
colony,  dependent,  not  on  the  uncertain  tenure  of 
caprice  or  pleasure,  but  on  an  unimpeachable 
deportment  in  the  important  duties  of  their  station, 
for  their  continuance  in  office;  and  to  prevent  the 
multiplicity  of  offices  in  the  same  person,  that  sucb 
salaries  be  settled  upon  them  as  will  place  them 
above  the  necessity  of  stooping  to  any  indirect  or 
collateral  means  for  subsistence.  We  wish  to 
avoid  a  profusion  of  the  public  monies  'on  the  one 
hsnd,  and  the  danger  of  sacrificing  our  libertiea 
to  a  spirit  of  parsimony  on  the  other.  Not  doubt- 
ingofyour  zeal  and  abilities  in  the  common  cause 
of  our  country,  we  leave  your  discretion  to  prompt 
such  exertions,  in  promoting  any  military  opera- 
tions, as  the  exigencies  of  our  public  affairs  may 
require:  and  in  the  same  confidence  of  your  fervor 
and  attachment  to  the  public  weal,  we  readily 
submit  all  other  matters  of  public  moment,  that 
may  require  your  consideration,  to  your  own  wis- 
dom and  discretion. 

M  a  legal  meeting  0/  the  inhabitantt  of  the  town  of 
Maiden,  [Ma$$.]  May  27»  1776, 1/  reat  voted  im- 
ammoii«/y,  that  the  folloitfing  in$trvclion»  be  given 
to  their  repretentative,  viz. 

To  Mr.  Ezra  Sargeant. 
Sir — A  resolution  of  the  hon.  house  of  repre- 

lentativei,  calling  upon  the  severtl  towns  In  this 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


157 


colony  to  espress  their  minds  with  respect  to  the 
importtnt  question  of  American  independence,  is 
tlse  oeeaiion  of  our  now  instructinf^  you.  The 
tins  e  wts,  sir,  when  we  loved  the  king  and  the  peD- 
f\^  of  Great  Britain  with  an  affection  truly  filial; 
we  felt  ourselves  interested  in  their  glory;  we 
flhmred  in  their  joys  and  sorrows;  we  cheerfully 
poamved  the  fruit  of  all  our  labors  into  the  lap  of 
•tar  mother-country,  and  without  reluctance  ex- 
pended our  hlood  and  our  treasure  in  their  cause. 


nribese  were  our  sentiments  towards  Great  Bri 
tails  while  she  continued  to  act  the  part  of  a  parent 
«tm^«;  we  felt  ourselves  happy  in  our  connection 
wa^li  her,  nor  wished  it  to  be  dissolved;  but  our 
•en^imcntt  are  altered,  it  is  now  the  ardent  wish  of 
ciar  souls  that  America  may  become  a  free  and 
iadepc&dent  state. 

A.  sense  of  unprovoked  injuries  will  arouse  the 

Teseatment  of  the  most  peaceful.    Such  injuries 

theae  cokmies  have  received  from  Britain.    Un- 

yiistifiable  elaims  have  been  made  by  the  king  and 

his  miiuoDa  to  tax  us  without  our  consent;  these 

cUiBt  have  been  prosecuted  in  a  manner  cruel 

wd  unjust  to  the  highest  degree.     The  frantic 

policy  of  administration  hath  induced  them  to  send 

ttfiM  and  armies  to  America;  thai,  by  depriving  us 

<^  our  trade  and  cutting  tbethroats  of  our  brethren, 

^y  Bight  awe  us  into  submission,  and  erect  a  sys- 

^<A  of  despotism  in  America,  which  should  so  far 

^luge  the  influence  of  the  crown  as  to  enable  it 

^  livet  their  shAcklea  upon  the  people  of  Great 

3ritaio. 

"Hiis  |4an  was  brou{^t  to  a  crisis  upon  the  ever 
■••onAle  nineteenth  of  April.  We  remember 
"•fttil  day!  the  expiring  groans  of  our  country- 
*^  jet  vibrate  on  our  ears!  and  we  now  behold 
^  flames  of  their  peaceful  dwellings  ascending 
^  Heaven!  we  hear  their  blood  crying  to  us  from 
^  S^nond  for  vengeance!  charging  us,  as  we  value 
^  petee  of  their  manes,  to  have  no  further  con- 
■*ctioo  with  — -,  who  can  unfeelingly  hear  of  the 
''^giiter  of—,  and  composedly  sleep  with  their 
^^  upon  his  soul.  The  manner  in  which  the 
^  had  been  prosecuted  hath  confirmed  us  in 
^^  sentimentsi  piracy  and  murder,  robbery  and 
"'^'*eb  of  faiih,  have  been  conspicuous  in  the  con- 
^^t  of  the  king's  troopit  defeneeless  towns  have 
°^  attacked  and  destroyed:  the  mins  of  Charles- 
^^^  which  are  daily  in  our  view,  daily  reminds  us 
•^^Uiii:  the  cries  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan 
oar  Attention;  they  demand  that  the  hand 


^Piiy  riiould  wipe  the  tear  firom  their  eye»  and 


that  the  sword  of  their  country  should  avenge  their 
wrongs.  We  long  entertained  hopes  that  the  spirit 
of  the  British  nation  would  -once  more  induce  them 
to  assert  their  own  and  our  rights,  and  bring  to 
condign  punishment  the  elevated  villains  who  have 
trampled  upon  the  sacrrd  rights  of  men,  and 
affronted  the  majesty  of  the  people.  We  hoped 
in  vain;  they  have  lost  their  love  to  freedom;  they 
have  lost  their  spirit  of  just  resentmens*  we  there- 
fore renounce  with  disdain  our  connexion  with  a 
kingdom  of  slaves;  we  bid  a  final  adieu  to  Britain* 

Could  an  accommodation  be  now  effected,  we 
have  reason  to  think  that  it  would  be  fatal  to  the 
liberties  of  America;  we  should  soon  catch  the 
contagion  of  venality  and  dissipation,  which  hath 
subjected  Britons  to  lawless  domination.  Were 
we  placed  in  the  situation  we  were  in  1763*.  were 
the  powers  of  appointing  to  oflices,  and  command- 
ing the  militia,  in  the  hands  of  governors,  our  arts, 
trade  and  manufactures  would  be  cramped;  nay, 
more  than  this,  the  life  of  every  man  who  has 
been  active  in  the  cause  of  his  country  would  be 
endangered. 

For  these  reasons,  as  well  as  many  others  which 
might  be  produced,  we  are  confirmed  in  the  opi- 
nion, that  the  present  age  will  be  deficient  in  their 
duty  to  God,  their  posterity  and  themselves,  if 
they  do  not  establish  an  American  republic.  This 
is  the  only  form  of  government  which  we  wish  to 
see  established;  for  we  can  never  be  willingly  sub- 
ject to  any  other  King  than  he  who,  being  possessed 
of  infinite  wisdom,  goodness  and  rectitude,  is  alone 
fit  to  possess  unlimited  power. 

We  have  freely  spoken  our  sentiments  upon  this 
important  subject,  but  we  mean  not  to  dictate;  we 
have  unbounded  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and 
uprightness  of  the  continental  congress:  witli  plea- 
sure we  recollect  that  this  affair  is  under  their 
direction:  and  we  now  instruct  you,  sir,  to  give 
them  the  strongest  assurance  that,  if  they  should 
declare  America  to  be  a  free  and  independent  re- 
public, your  constituents  will  support  and  defend 
the  measure,  to  the  last  drop  of  their  blood,  and 
the  last  farthing  of  their  treasure. 
Attest 

Sax.  MinnxT,  town-clerk. 

Extraclafrom  the  Joumai  of  the  Prwincial  concrete 

of  South  Carolina, 

In  congreot,  Feb.  8,  2776. 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  President  do  signify  the 
approbation  of  this  congress,  and  present  theirr 
thanks  to  the  hon.  Henry  MiddletoOf  and  Jolm 
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kingdomi,  and  elevated  the  home  of  BrunswU  to 
royalty. 

Worthy  delegates!  It  it  the  jadgnent  of  yo«r 
ooantry  that  your  eonduct,  of  which  I  hare  Mark- 
ed the  grand  lines,  in  the  American  congress*  is 
jnatifiable  before  God  and  man,  and  that,  whatever 
may  be  the  issue  of  this  defensive  civil  war,  In 
which,  unfortunately,  though  gloriously,  we  are 
engaged,  whether  independence  or  slavery,  all  the 
blood,  and  all  the  guilt,  must  be  imputed  to  Bri- 
tish not  to  American  counsels-^Hence  your  con- 
stituents, sensible  of  the  propriety  of  your  oondqet, 
snd  of  the  benefits  which,  with  the  blessing  of  the 
Almighty,  it  is  calculated  to  shed  upon  America, 
have  conatituted  me,  their  instrument,  as  well  to 
signify  to  you  their  approbation,  as  to  present  to 
you  their  thanks:  and  it  is  m  the  discharge  of  these 
duties  that  I^ow  have  the  honor  to  address  you. 

In  an  important  crisis,  like  the  present,  to  receive 
the  public  thanks  of  a  free  people,  is  to  receive  the 
most  honorable  recompense  for  past  services,  and 
to  deserve  such  thanks  is  to  be  truly  great  I  know 
that  it  is  with  psin  such  men  hear  thetr  com- 
mendations. Gentlemen,  with  the  public  reeofli* 
pense,  I  mean  to  pay  into  you  my  mite  also;  and 
lest  I  wound  your  delicacy,  when  1  mean  only  t& 
do  justice' to  your  merit,  I  forbear  to  partieiilariac 
what  is  already  well  known.  I  therefore  confine 
myself;  and  I  do  most  respectfiilly,  in  the  name  ol 
the  congress,  present  to  you,  and  to  each  of  yoiii 
the  thanks  of  your  country,  for  your  impoKant  oer< 
vices  in  the  American  congress  at  Philadelphia. 

Boitortt  ^pTtl  25,  1776. 
The  corporation  of  Harvard  College  in  Cambridge^  it 
JWw  England^  to  all  faithful  in  Chritt,  f  whom 
then  preoentt  ohall  come  greeting: 
Whereas  scademical  degrees  were  originally 
instituted  for  this  purpose,  that  men,  eminent  foi 
knowledge,  wisdom  and  virtue,  who  have  bighlj 
merited  of  the  republic  of  letters,  should  be  re 
warded  with  the  honor  of  these  laurels,  there  ii 
the  greatest  propriety  in  conferring  such  honor  oi 
that  very  illustrious  gentleman,  George  Washing 
ton,  esq.  the  accomplished  general  of  the  con 
not  from  choice;  proceediogrs  that  are  the  natural  federated  colonies  in  America;  whose  knowledge 
con8equencesofthepresentinau8piclousreign;pro-|tnd  patriotic  ardour  are  manifest  to  all;  who,  foi 
ceedings  just  in  themselves,  and  which,  notwith- 1  his  distinguished  virtues,  both  civil  and  military,  ii 
atanding  the  declarations  of  the  corrupt  houses  of|  the  first  plsce  being  elected  by  the  suffrages  o 
parlisment,  the  proclamation  at  the  court  of  St.  the  VirjE^ians  one  of  their  delegates,  exerted  bun 
James's,  the  23d  of  August,  and  the  subsequent  self  with  fidelity  and  singular  wisdom  in  the  cele 
royal  speech  in  parluunent,  are  exactly  as  far  brated  congress  in  America,  for  the  defence  of  Ii 


Rutledge,  esqrs.  now  present  m  congress,  and  to 
the  other  delegates  of  this  colony  at  Philadelphia, 
for  their  important  services  in  the  American  con- 
gress. 

Mr.  President  accordingly  addressed  himself  to 
the  hon.  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Mr.  Rutledge,  as 
follows: 

Genthmen'^ynien  the  hand  of  tyranny,  armed 
in  hostile  manner,  was  extended  from  Great  Bri- 
Uin  to  spoil  Americs  of  whatever  she  held  most 
valuable,  it  was,  for  the  most  important  purposes, 
that  the  good  people  of  this  colony  delegated  you 
to  repreaent  them  in  the  continental  congress,  at 
Philadelphia.  It  became  your  business  to  ascer- 
tam  the  righU  of  America,  to  point  out  her  violat- 
ed franchises,  to  make  humble  representation  to 
the  king  for  redress,  and,  he  being  deaf  to  the  cries 
of  his  American  subjecU,  to  sppeal  to  the  King  of 
kings,  for  the  recovery  of  the  rights  of  an  infant 
people,  by  the  majesty  of  Heaven  formed  for  future 
empire. 

In  thia  most  important  business  you  engsged, 
as  becsme  good  citizens;  snd,  step  by  step,  you 
deliberately  advanced  through  it,  with  a  regret 
and  sorrow,  and  with  a  resolution  and  conduct, 
that  bear  all  thecharactera  of  ancient  magnanimity. 
Your  conatituents,  with  a  ateady  eye,  beheld  your 
progress.  They  ssw  the  American  claim  of  rights, 
the  association  for  the  recovery  of  American 
franchises,  aitd  the  humble  petition  to  the  king 
for  redress  of  grievances.  They  saw  the  Ameri- 
can  appeal  to  the  King  of  kings;  and  a  second  hum- 
ble petition  to  the  British  monarch,  alas!  as  un- 
availing  as  tiie  first.  They  have  also  seen  the 
establishment  of  an  American  naval  force,  a  trea- 
sury, a  general  post-office,  and  the  laying  on  a 
continental  embargo:  in  short,  they  have  seen  per* 
mission  granted  to  colonies  to  erect  forms  of  ga> 
vemment  independent  of,  and  in  opposition  to,  the 
regal  authority. 

Your  country  saw  all  these  proceedings,  the 
work  of  a  body  of  which  you  were  and  are  mem- 
bers; proceedings  arising  from  dire  necessity,  and 


distant  from  treason  and  rebellion,  aa  atands  the 


berty,  when  in  the  utmost  danger  of  being  forcve 


glorious  revdntioo,  which  deprived  n  tyrant  of  his  bst,  and  for  the  salvation  of  his  cosntryi  and  then 
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tt  the  earnest  request  of  that  grand  council  of 
pttriott,  without  hesiUtion,  left  all  the  pleasures 
of  his  delightfbl  seat  in  Virginia,  and  the  afiairs 
ofhitown  estate,  that,  through  all  the  fatigues  and 
dmgen  of  camp,  without  accepting  any  reward, 
be  night  deliver  New  England  from  the  unjust 
isd  etoA  arms  of  Great  Britain,  and  defend  the 
other  colonies;  and  who,  hy  the  most  signal  smiles 
ef  Difme  Providence  on  his  military  operations, 
rfrfw  thejieet  and  troopa  of  the  fneisy  vith  dUgraee^ 
fkl  fttdpitaticn  frvm  the  t9wn  ^f  Botten,  which  for 
defcn  months  had  been  shut,  fortified  and  defend- 
ed by  a  garrison  of  above  7000  regulars;  so  that 
the  inhabitanto,  who  suffered  a  great  variety  of 
hirdahipt  and  cruelties  while  under  the  power  of 
their  ojtpressors,  now  rejoice  in  their  deliverance; 
the  Ddghboring  towns  are  also  freed  from  the 
ttaulti  of  arms,  and  our  university  has  the  agreea- 
ble prospect  of  being  restored  to  its  ancient  seat. 

Kaov  ye,  therefore,  that  we,  the  president  and 
fellows  of  Harvard  College  in  Cambridge,  (with 
the  coMent  of  the  honored  and  reverend  overseers 
of  our  academy)  have  constituted  and  created  the 
•foresaid  gentleman,  George  Washington,  who 
nerits  the  highest  honor,  doctor  of  laws,  the  law 
«f  naive  and  nations,  and  the  civil  law;  and  have 
(wtQ  and  granted  him  at  the  same  time  all  rights, 
pHvile^es  and  honors  to  the  said  degree  pertain* 
«». 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  affixed  the  com* 
■^  seal  of  our  university  to  these  letters,  and 
subscribed  them  with  our  hand- writing,  this  third 
^y  of  April,  in  the  3rear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
*^VCQ  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Saxukl  LAveooir,  S.  T.  D.  Preses. 

Natbihtii  ArPLiTOir,  S.  T.  D. 

JoBAJiBrKS  Wibtbhop,  Mat.  et.  Phi.  P. 

AvDBXAs  Elliot,  S.  T.  D.  (Hoi.)  L.  L.  D 

Samvil  Coorn,  S.  T.  D. 

JoBAsis  WAnswoHTR,  Log.  ct.  Eth.  Pre. 

Savannah,  fGeor^aJ  June  20,  1776. 

^r  provincial  congress  met  here  on  the  6th  inst 
y^^  his  excellency  Archibald  Bullock,  esq.  pre- 
^tnx  M^  commander  in  chief  of  the  province  of 

'^^'^a,  delivered  the  following  speech: 

•*.  Sfrnk-c^,  cnt!  fr^ntlemen  of  the  congrctt^' 

The  s'  MO  .4"  .\\*i  province  at  your  last  meeting 
***ic  it  J)soli!i'-!y  ncccsiary  to  adopt  some  tcm- 
P^'ir^  fffjuJit'Jo.'v*  f.r  iho  preservation  of  the  pub- 
''^pticc  a'».;  hAi>'.y;  a'" 'J  your  appointment  of  me 
^  Carry  tbcij'?  things  ijto  cxocuiion,  at  a  time  so 
^*Ufcu  lui'X  iiV.;o:Uni  \.o  i»,c  wcif&re  of  this  coun- 


try, requires  an  exertion  of  the  greatest  prudence 
and  abilities. 

At  a  time,  when  our  rights  and  privileges  are 
invaded,  when  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
constitution  are  subverted,  and  those  men  whose 
duty  should  teach  them  to  protect  and  defend  us, 
are  become  our  betrayers  and  murderers;  it  calls 
aloud  on  evei;y  virtuous  member  of  the  community 
to  stand  forth,  and  stem  the  prerailing  torrent  of 
corruption  and  lawless  power. 

The  many  and  frequent  instances  of  your  attach- 
ment towards  me,  and  an  ardent  desire  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  my  country,  have  induced  me  to 
accept  of  this  weighty  and  important  trust;  for 
your  interest  only  I  desire  to  act;  and  relying  on 
your  aid  and  assistance  in  every  difficulty,  I  shall 
always  most  confidently  expect  it. 

Some  venal  disaffected  men  may  endeavor  to 
persuade  the  people  to  submit  to  the  mandates  of 
despotism;  but  surely  every  freeman  would  con* 
sider  the  nature,  and  inspect  the  designs  and  execu* 
tion  of  that  government,  under  which  he  may  be 
called  to  live.  The  people  of  this  province,  in  op« 
posing  the  designs  of  a  cruel  and  corrupt  ministry, 
have  surmounted  what  appeared  inseparable  dif- 
ficulties; and  notwithstanding  the  artifice  and  ad- 
dress that  for  a  long  time  were  employed  to  divert 
their  attention  from  the  common  cause,  tliey,  at 
length,  by  imperceptible  degrees,  succeeded,  and 
declared  their  resolutions  to  assert  their  liberties, 
and  to  maintain  them,  at  all  events,  in  concurrence 
with  the  other  associated  colonies.  For  ray  part, 
I  most  candidly  declare  that,  from  the  origin  of 
these  unhappy  disputes,  I  heartily  approved  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Americans.  My  approbation  was 
not  the  result  of  prejudice  or  partiality,  but  pro- 
ceeded fVom  a  firm  persuasion  of  their  having  acted 
agreeable  to  constitutional  principles,  and  the 
dictates  of  an  upright  disinterested  conscience. 

We  must  all  acknowledge  our  great  obligations 
to  our  ancestors,  for  the  invaluable  liberties  we 
enjoy;  it  is  our  indispensible  duty  to  transmit  them 
inviolate  to  posterity;  and  to  be  negligent,  in  an 
affair  of  such  moment,  would  be  an  indelible  stain 
of  inf»my  on  the  present  xra.  Animated  with  this 
principle,  I  shall  think  myself  amply  rewarded,  if 
I  can  be  so  fortunate  as  to  render  any  service  to 
ihe  cause  of  freedom  and  posterity. 

.1/r.  Speaker  and  gentlemen  of  the  congrett"^ 

Being  sensible  that  colony  matters  of  (p*eat  im- 
portance will  ciAim  your  attention  ft  this  meeting, 
i  will  not  take  up  too  much  of  your  time  from  the 
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fhiblie  boBineas.  Some  farther  regulations  respect- 
ing  the  courts  of  justice,  the  sUte  of  the  continen- 
tsl  batulions,  »Dd  the  better  ordering  of  the 
militia  of  this  province,  will  necessarily  be  the 
subject  of  your  disquisitions. 

You  must  be  convinced  of  the  msny  difficulties 
we  labor  under,  arising  from  the  number  that  still 
irmain  among  us,  under  the  shelter  of  an  sffected 
neutrality.  The  arguments  alleged, for  their  con- 
duct,  appear  too  weak  to  merit  a  refutation.  This 
is  no  time  to  talk  of  moderation:  in  the  present 
instance  it  ceases  to  be  a  virtue.  An  appeali  an 
awful  appeal,  is  made  to  Heaveni  and  thousands  of 
lives  are  in  jeopardy  every  hour.  Our  northern 
brethren  point  to  their  wounds,  and  call  for  our 
most  vigorous  exertions;  and  God  forbid  that  so 
noble  aftontest  should  end  in  an  infamous  conclu- 
sion. You  will  not,  therefore,  be  biassed  by  any 
suggestions  from  these  enemies  of  American  li- 
berty! or  regard  any  censure  they  may  bestow  on 
the  forwardness  and  xeal  of  this  infant  colony.— 
You  must  evidently  perceive  the  necessity  of 
mking  some  further  laws  respecting  these  non- 
associates;  and  though  there  may  be  some  who  ap- 
pear at  present  fbrwsrd  to  sign  the  as::ociation, 
yet  it  becomes  us  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  the 
motive  and  conduct  of  these  men,  lest  the  public 
good  should  be  endangered  through  this  perfidy 
and  pretended  firiendship. 

By  the  resolves  of  the  general  congress,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  united  colonies  are  permitted  to 
trade  to  any  part  of  the  world,  except  the  dominions 
of  the  king  of  Great  Britain;  and  in  consequence 
vf  which,  it  will  be  necessary  to  fix  on  some  mode 
of  proceeding,  for  the  clearance  of  vessels  and 
•ther  matters  relative  thereto;  and  perhaps  you 
may  think  it  further  requisite,  to  appoint  proper 
officers  to  despatch  this  business,  that  the  ad- 
venturers in  trade  may  meet  with  as  little  obstruc- 
tion as  possible.  And  I  would  at  the  same  time 
recommend  to  your  consideration,  the  exorbitant 
prices  of  g^ds,  and  other  necessaries  of  life,  in  the 
town  of  Savannah,  and  every  part  of  the  province. 
This  certainly  requires  some  immediate  regula- 
tions, as  the  poor  must  be  greatly  distressed  by 
such  alarming  and  unheard  of  extortions. 

With  respect  to  Indian  affairs,  I  hoped  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  assuring  you,  from  the  state  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  commissioners,  that  they  were 
in  every  respect  friendly  and  warmly  attached  to 
otir  interest,  and  that  there  was  the  greatest  rea 
>on  to  expect  a  coctinuance  of  the  same  friendly 


disposition;  but  I  have  received  some  mccoonttf 
rather  unfavorable.  As  this  is  of  the  bigheat  coo« 
sequence  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  colooy^ 
I  would  here  suggest,  wlietber  it  would  not  be 
necessary  to  enter  into  some  resolves,  in  order  ta 
prevent  any  future  misunderstanding  between  them 
and  oar  back  settlers;  and  to  this  I  think  I  may  add, 
that  the  putting  the  province  in  the  best  posture 
of  defence,  would  be  an  object  very  requisite  at 
this  juncture. 

The  continental  congress  have  always  been 
solicitous  to  promote  the  increase  and  improve* 
ment  of  useful  knowledge,  and  with  the  highest 
flatjsfaction  contemplating  the  rapid  progress  of 
the  arts  and  sciences  in  America,  have  thought 
proper  to  recommend  the  encouraging  the  manu- 
factory of  salt-petre,  sulphur,  and  gun-powder.— 
The  process  is  extremely  easy,  and  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  see  any  of  the  good  people  of  tbi« 
province  exerting  themselves  in  the  manufacture 
of  these  useful  and  necessary  articfes.  If  fhey  once 
consider  it  is  for  the  public  g6od,  they  will  need 
no  other  inducement. 
Mir.  Speaker  and  gentlemen  of  the  eongretS"^ 

Remember  in  all  your  deliberations  yoa  tre 
^g>ged  in  a  most  arduous  undertaking.  Geoerm* 
tions  yet  unborn  may  owe  their  freedom  and  happi« 
ness  to  your  determination,  and  msy  bestow  bles* 
sings  or  execrations  on  your  memory,  in  such  ib«q- 
ner  as  you  discbarge  the  trust  reposed  in  you  by 
your  constituents.  Thoughts  like  these  will  influ- 
ence  you  to  throw  aside  every  prejudice,  and  to 
exert  your  utmost  efforts  to  preserve  unanimity, 
firmness  and  impartiality  in  all  your  proceedings. 

Archibald  Bullock. 


The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph^s  Speech^ 

The  fuUoinng piece,  -wrote  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  JoxATnAW 
Sbiflit,  late  bithop  of  St.  Maph,  -wai  intended  Is 
have  been  ipoken  in  the  hotue  of  lords  on  the  biUfer 
altering  the  charter  of  the  co-ony  of  the  Afafta- 
chusetts  Bay;  and  it  nov  exhibited  to  the  public 
for  their  perutal:  It  is  the  whole  of  the  pamphlet, 
save  an  advertisement  that  preceded  the  work,  i»hic/i 
•we  thought  needless  to  insert. 

[Maryland  Gazette,  Sept.  29,  1774. 
It  is  of  such  great  importance  to  compos?,  or 
even  to  moderate,  the  dissensions  which  subsist 
at  present  between  our  unbsppy  country  and  her 
colonies,  that  I  cannot  help  endeavoring,  from  the 
faiint  prospect  I  have  of  contributing  somettiing  to 
so  good  an  end,  to  overcome  the  inexpressible 
reluctance  I  feel  at  uttering  my  thoughts  before 
the  most  respectabks  of  all  audiences. 
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The  true  "object  of  •!!  our  deliberations  on  ihia 
n,  which  I  hope  we  «ihtU  never  lose  sight  of, 
m  <a  a  full  and  cordial  reconcilUiion  with  North  Ame- 
ica.    t^ow  t  own,  my  lords,  I  have  many  doubu 
hethcr  the  terrors  and  punishments  wc  bang  out 
them  at  present  are  the  sorest  means  of  produc- 
Tig  this  reconciliation.    Let  us  at  leiwt  do  this 
^sticc  to  the  people  of  North  America,  to  own 
hat  wc  can  all  remember  a  time  when  they  were 
iuch  better  friends  than  at  present  to  their  mother 
ountry.    They  arc  neither  our  natural  nor  our 
eicrmined  enemies.     Before  the  stamp-act,  we 
•idered  them  in  the  light  of  as  good  nUbjtCU  as 
lie  oatiTCs  of  any  county  in  England. 


It  is  worth  while  to  enquire  by  what  steps  we 
Irst  gained  their  affection,  and  preserved  it  so 
.onp  and  by  what  conduct  we  have  lately  lost  it. 
uch  an  enqniry  mny  point  out  the  means  of  rcstor- 
^  mg  peaee,  and  make  the  use  of  force  unnecessary 
^a^inst  a  people^  whom  I  cannot  yet  forbear  to 
^sonsidel'  at  our  brethriui.     j^ 

It  bai  iilvayt  beert  a  iftost  arduous  task  to  go- 
*^-em  distant  pfovincei,  with  even  a  tolerable  ap» 
Vaearancc  of  justice.  The  viceroys  ind  governors 
^>f  otber  nations  are  usually  temporary  tyfrants,  who 
%:bink  themselves  obliged  to  make  the  most  of  their 
^Ime;  who  not  only  plunder  the  people,  but  cafry 
im,wmy  their  spoils,  and  dry  Up  all  the  soUtces  of 
^^ommerfte  and  industry.    Taxation,  in  their  hands, 


much  lessened  the  pleasure  I  used  to  feel  in  think' 
big  myself  an  Englishman.  We  ought  surely  not 
to  hold  our  colonies  totally  inexcusable  for  wish« 
ing  to  etempt  themselves  firom  a  grievance,  Which 
has  caused  subh  unexampled  devastation^  and,  my 
lords,  it  would  be  too  disgraceful  to  ourselves,  to 
try  so  cruel  an  experiment  more  than  once.  Let 
us  reflect,  that  before  these  innovations  were 
thought  of,  by  following  the  line  of  good  conduct 
which  had  been  marked  out  by  our  ancestors,  we 
governed  North  America  with  mutual  benefit  to 
them  tnd  burselves.  It  was  a  happy  idea,  that 
made  us  first  consider  them  rather  as  instruments 
of  commerce  than  as  objects  of  government.  It 
was  wise  and  generous  to  give  them  the  form  and 
the  spirit  of  our  own  constitution;  an  assembly,  in 
which  A  greater  equality  of  representation  has  been 
preserved  them  at  home,  and  councils  and  gover* 
nors,  such  as  were  adapted  to  their  situation, 
though  they  must  be  acknowledged  to  be  very 
inferior  copies  of  the  dignity  of  this  bouse,  and  th« 
majesty  of  the  ctown. 

Dut  what  is  far  more  Valuable  tlisn  all  ih^  rest, 
we  gave  them  liber ly.  We  allowed  tb^in  to  use 
their  own  j(]4gment  in  the  mahageinent  of  their 
own  interest.  The  idea  of  taxing  them  never 
entered  our  heads.  On  the  contrary  they  have 
experienced  our  liberality  On  many  public  occa- 
sionst  we  bate  given  them  bounties  to  encourage 
their  industry^  and  have  demanded  no  return  but 


^9  an  aolimiled  power  of  opptession:  but  in  what-  what  evefy  state  exacts  from  iU  colonies,  the  advan 


^Ver  hands  the  power  of  taxation  is  lodged,  it 
InpUes  and  Includes  all  other  powers.    Arbitrary 
taxation  is  plunder  authorised  by  law:  it  is  the 
Support  and  the  essence  of  tyranny^  and  hat  done 
itmore  mischief  to  mankind,  than  those  other  three 
^courget  from  Heaven,  famine,  pestilence  and  the 
ift  word.    I  need  not  carry  your  lordabipout  of  your 
knowledge,  or  out  of  yout  own  dominiohsi  to 
yon  conceive  what  misery  this  right  of  taxa- 
%.ion  is  capable  of  producing  in  a  provincial  govcrn- 
VHent.     We  need  only  recollect  that  our  country. 
n^tn  in  India  have,  in  the  space  of  five  or  six  years, 
\m  virtue  of  this  right,  destroyed,  starved,  and 
Oriven  away  more  inhabitants  from  Bengal,  than 
^u«  to  he  found  at  present  in  all  our  American 
^feolooies;  more  than  all  those  formidable  numbers 
^^hlth  we  have  been  nursing  up  fur  the  space  of 
^  wo  btmdred  years,  with  so  muOh  care  and  success, 
%o  the  astonishment  of  all  £urope.    This  is  no 
Exaggeration,  my  lords,  but  plain  matter  of  fact. 
coUcoted  from  the  accounts  sent  over  by  Mr.  Hast- 
Vtgs,  whose  name  I  mention  with  honor  and  venera- 


Ukgts  of  an  exclusive  commerce,  and  the  regula- 
tions that  are  htecessary  to  secure  it.  We  mado 
requisitionk  to  them  on  great  occasions.  In  the 
same  mahner  as  our  princes  formerly  asked  bene* 
volences  of  their  subjects;  and  as  nothing  was  asked 
but  what  was  visibly  for  the  public  good,  it  was 
always  granted;  and  tliey  some  times  did  mure  than 
we  expected.  The  matter  of  right  Whs  neither 
disputed,  nor  even  considered.  And  let  us  dot 
forget  that  the  people  of  New-Kngland  were  them* 
selves,  during  the  last  war,  the  most  forward  of  all 
in  the  national  Cause;  that  every  year  we  voted 
them  a  considerable  sum,  in  acknowledgment  of 
their  Zealand  their  services;  that,  in  the  preceding 
war,  they  alone  enabled  us  to  make  the  treaty  of 
Aixla-Cbapelle,  by  furnishing  us  with  the  only 
equivalent  for  the  towns  that  were  tAeu  fW>m  our 
allies  in  Flanders;  and  that,  in  times  of  peace,  they 
alone  have  taken  from  us  six  times  as  mireh  ti  our 
woolen  manufactures  as  the  whole  kingdom  of 
Ireland 4  8 uch  a  colony,  my  lords,  not  only  pwn 
the  justice,  but  from  the  gratitude  we  owe  tkem. 


tWn.    And,  I  muit  own,  such  accounts  have  vf i\  •  uave  a  right  to  be  beard  in  their  defence:  and  \i 
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t*)cir  crimrs  are  not  of  the  most  ine xpinble  kind, 
I  could  almost  say,  they  have  a  right  to  be  forgiven. 

But  in  the  times  we  speak  of,  our  public  inter- 
course was  carried  on  with  ease  and  satisfaction. 
We  regarded  them  as  our  firiendt  and  fi  How  citi- 
lens,  and  relied  as  much  upon  their  fidelity  as  on 
the  inhabitants  of  our  own  country.  They  saw  our 
power  with  pleasure,  for  they  cor.sid<*red  it  only  a« 
tlieir  protection.  They  inherited  otir  laws,  our 
language,  and  our  custom*-;  they  preferred  our 
aanufitcturea,  and  followed  our  fashion*  with  a 
partiality  that  secured  our  ezeclusive  trade  with 
them  more  effectually  than  all  the  regulations  and 
vigilance  of  the  custom  house.  Had  we  suffered 
them  to  enrich  us  a  little  longer,  and  to  grow  a 
little  richer  themselves,  their  men  of  fortune,  like 
the  Wett-1ndians«  would  undoubtedly  have  made 
this  country  the  place  of  their  education  and  resort. 
For  they  looked  up  to  EngUod  with  reverence  and 
affrciion,  as  to  the  country  of  their  friends  and 
ancestors.  They  esteemed  and  they  called  it  their 
home,  and  tliought  of  it  aa  the  Jews  once  thought 
of  the  land  of  Canaan. 

Now,  my  lords,  consider  with  yourselves  what 
were  the  chains  and  ties  that  onited  this  people 
to  their  mother-country  with  so  much  warmth  and 
affection,  at  so  amazing  a  distance.  The  colonies 
6f  other  nations  have  been  discontented  with  their 
treatment,  and  not  without  sufficient  cause;  always 
murmuring  at  their  grievances,  and  some  times 
breaking  ottt  into  acts  of  rebellion.  Our  subjects 
at  home,  with  all  their  reasons  for  satisfaction,  have 
never  been  entirely  satisfied.  Since  the  beginning 
of  this  century  we  have  had  two  rebellions,  several 
plots  and  conspiracies;  *and  we  ourselves  been 
witnesses  to  the  most  dangerous  excesses  of 
sedition.  But  the  provinces  in  North  America  have 
engaged  Hi  no  party,  have  excited  no  opposition, 
they  have  been  utter  strangers  even  to  the  name 
of  whig  and  tory.  In  all  changes,  rn  all  revolu- 
tions,  they  have  quietly  followed  the  fortunes  and 
submitted  to  the  government  of  England. 

Now  let  me  appeal  to  your  lordships  as  to  men 
of  ei^Urged  and  liberal  minds,  who  have  been  led 
by  your  office  and  rank  to  the  study  of  history 
Can  you  find  in  the  long  succession  of  ages,   ir 
the  wliole  extent  of  human  affnlrs,  a  single  instance 
where  distant  provinces  have  been  preserved  ii 
so  flourishing  a  state,  and  kept  at  the  same  timi 
in  such  due  subjection  to  their  motber-countr}? 
My  lords,  there  is  no  instance;  the  case  nevei 
existed  before.    It  is  perhaps  the  most  singula, 
phenomenon  in  all  ciTil  bjstory;  and  (he  ctusje  of 


it  well  deserves  your  serious  consideration.  Th 
true  cause  is,  thai  a  mother-country  never  existe* 
before,  who  placed  her  natives  and  her  colonies  o 
the  same  equal  footing;  and  joined  with  them  ii 
fuirly  carrying  on  one  common  interest. 

You  ought  to  consider  this,  my  lords,  not  aa 
mere  historical  fact,  but  as  a  most  important  aai 
invaluable  discovery.  It  enlarges  our  ideas  of  lb 
power  and  energy  of  good  government  beyond  a1 
fiirmer  examples;  and  shews  that  it  can  act  lik 
gravitation  at  the  greatest  distances.  It  proves  t 
a  demonstration  that  you  may  have  good  subject 
in  the  remotest  corner  of  the  earth,  if  you  will  be 
treat  them  with  kindness  and  equity.  If  you  hav 
any  doubts  of  the  truth  of  this  kind  of  reasonini 
the  experience  we  have  had  of  a  different  kmd  wi 
entirely  remove  them. 

The  g^ood  genius  of  our  country  had  led  as  t 
the  simple  and  happy  metJiod  of  governing  frei 
men,  which  I  have  endeavored  to  describe.  Ou 
ministers  received  it  from  their  predecessors  am 
for  some  time  continued  to  observe  it;  but  withoa 
knowing  its  value.  At  length,  presuming  on  thei 
own  wisdom,  and  the  quiet  dispositions  of  th 
Americans,  they  flattered  themselves  that  we  migfa 
reap  great  advantages  from  their  prosperity  b; 
destroying  the  cause  of  it.  They  chose,  in  ai 
unlucky  houra  to  treat  them  as  other  nations  hav 
thought  fit  to  treat  their  colonies;  they  threatened 
and  they  taxed  them. 

I  do  not  Tkow  enquire  whetlrer  taxation  is  m\tte 
of  right;  I  only  consider  it  as  matter  of  experiment 
for  sorely  the  art  of  government  itself  is  foundei 
on  experience.  I  need  not  suggest  what  were  th 
consequences  of  this  change  of  measures.  The  evil 
produced  by  it  were  such  as  we  still  remembe 
and  still  feel.  We  suffered  mere  by  our  loss  o 
irade  with  them,  than  the  wealth  flowing  in  fros 
Ifidia  was  able  to  recompense.  The  bankruptc; 
of  the  East-India  compnny  may  be  sufficient!; 
accounted  for  by  the  rapine  abroad  and  the  knaver 
at  home;  but  it  certainly  would  have  been  delayer 
some  years,  had  we  continued  our  commerce  wit] 
.hem  in  the  single  article  of  tea.  But  that  am 
many  other  branches  of  trade  have  been  diverted 
into  other  channels,  and  may  probably  never  retun 
entire  to  their  own  old  course.  But  what  is  wors' 
of  fell,  we  have  lost  their  confidence  and  friendshii 
•re  have  ignorantly  undermined  the  most  soU 
foundation  of  our  own  power. 

In  order  to  observe  the  strictest  impartiality,  i 

H  but  just  for  us  to  enquire  what  we  have  gaine 

oy  these  taxes  as  well  as  what  we  have  lost.    I  ai 
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astored  thtt  out  of  all  the  lums  raised  in  America 
the  last  year  but  one,  tf  the  expenses  are  deducted, 
vhich  the  natires  would  else  have  discharg^ed 
themselves,  the  net  revenue  paid  into  the  treasury 
to  go  in  aid  of  the  sinking  fund,  or  to  be  employed 
in  vhatever  public  services  parliament  shall  think 
fit,  is  eighty-five  pounds.  Eighty-fiire  pounds,  my 
lords,  is  the  whole  equivalent  we  have  received 
for  all  the  hatred  and  mischief,  and  all  the  infinite 
losses  this  kingdom  has  suffered  during  that  year 
in  her  disputes  with  North  America.  Money  that 
is  earned  so  dearly  as  \hU,  ought  to  be  expended 
\irith  great  wisdom  and  economy.  My  lords,  were 
you  to  take  up  but  one  thousand  pounds  more  from 
North  America  upon  the  same  termif,  the  nation 
itself  would  be  a  bankrupt.  But  the  most  amazing, 
and  most  alarming  circumstances  are  still  behind. 
It  is  that  our  case  is  so  incurable,  that  all  this 
experience  has  made  no  impression  upon  us.  And 
yet,  my  lords,  if  you  could  but  keep  these  facta, 
which  I  have  ventured  to  lay  before  you,  for  a  few 
moments  in  your  minds  (supposing  your  right  oF 
taxation  to  be  never  so  clear)  yet  I  think  you  must 
necessarily  perceive  that  it  cannot  be  exercised  in 
any  manner  that  can  be  advantageous  ta  ourselvcB 
or  them.  We  have  not  always  the  wisdom  to  tax 
ourselves  with  propriety;  and  I  am  confident  we 
could  never  tax  a  people  at  that  distance,  without 
infinite  blunders,  and  infinite  oppression.  And  to 
own  the  truth,  my  lords,  we  are  not  honest  enough 
to  trust  ourselves  with  the  power  of  8hifting  our 
own  burthens  upon  them.  Allow  me  therefi>re  to 
conclude,  I  think  unanswerably,  that  the  incon- 
venience and  distress  we  have  felt  in  this  change 
of  our  conduct,  no  less  than  the  ease  and  tranquility 
we  formerly  found  in  the  pursuit  of  it,  will  force 
tis,  if  we  have  any  sense  lefi,  to  return  to  the  good 
old  path  we  trode  in  so  long,  and  found  it  the  way 
ofpleasantnefs. 

I  desire  to  have  it  understood,  that  I  am  oppos- 
ing no  rights  legislature  may  think  proper  to  claim: 
1  am  only  comparing  two  different  methods  of  go- 
wemment.  By  your  old  rational  and  generous  ad- 
aiinistration*  by  treating  the  Amer'-cans  as  your 
ftiends  and  fellow-citizens,  you  made  them  tliC 
bappiest  of  human  kind;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
dxvw  from  them,  by  commerce,  more  clear  profit 
than  Spain  has  drawn  fh>m  all  its  minen;  and  their 
growing  numbers  were  a  daily  Increase  and  addition 
to  your  strength.  There  was  no  room  for  improve- 
ment or  alteration  in  so  noble  a  system  of  polic) 
as  this.  It  was  sanctified  by  time,  by  experience, 
by  public  utility.    I  will  venture  to  use  a  bolt* 


uniformly  adopted  this  « qiiitable  adminisiralion  in 
all  our  distant  ptovinces  as  f«r  as  circumstances 
would  admit,  it  would  have  placed  this  country^ 
for  ages,  at  the  head  of  human  affairs  in  every 
quarter  of  the  world.  My  lords  this  is  no  viaionaryt 
or  chimerical  doctrine.  The  idea  of  governing 
provinces  and  colonies  by  force  is  visionary  and 
chimerical.  Tiie  experiment  haa  often  been  tried 
And  it  never  has  succeeded.  It  ends  infallibly  in 
ihe  ruin  of  the  one  country  or  the  other,  or  in  the 
last  degree  of  wretchedness. 

If  there  is  any  tmth,  my  lords,  in  whst  T  have 
said,  and  I  most  firmly  believe  it  all  to  be  true,  let 
me  recommend  to  you  to  resume  that  generous  and 
benevolent  spirit  in  the  discussion  of  our  differ* 
ences  which  used  to  be  the  source  of  our  union. 
We  certainly  did  wrong  In  taxing  them:  when  the 
stamp-act  was  repealed,  we  did  wrong  in  laying  on 
other  taxes,  which  tended  only  to  keep  alive  a 
claim  that  was  mischievous,  impracticable  and 
useless.  We  acted  contrary  to  our  own  principles 
of  liberty,  and  to  the  generous  sentiments  of  our 
sovereign,  when  we  desired  to  have  thehr  Judges 
dependent  on  the  crown  for  their  stipends  as  well 
as  their  continuance.  It  was  equally  unwise  to  , 
wish  to  make  the  governors  independent  of  the 
people  for  their  salaries.  We  ought  to  consider 
the  governors,  not  as  spies  entrusted  with  the 
management  of  our  interest,  but  as  the  servants  of 
the  people,  recommended  to  them  by  us.  Our  ears 
ought  to  be  open  to  every  complaint  af,ainst  the 
governors;  but  we  ought  not  to  suffer  the  gover* 
nors  to  complain  of  the  people.  We  have  taken  a 
diiff  cent  method,  to  which  no  small  part  of  our 
difBciilties  are  owing.  Our  ears  have  been  open 
to  the  governors  and  shut  to  the  people.  This 
must  necessarily  led  us  to  countenance  the  jobs  of 
interested  men,  under  the  pretence  of  defeodhig 
the  riglits  of  the  crown.  But  the  people  are 
certainly  the  best  judges  whether  they  are  well 
n^averned;  and  the  crown  can  have  no  rights  in« 
consistent  with  the  happiness  of  the  people. 


Now,  my  lords,  we  ought  to  do  what  I  bseve 
Atiggested,  and  many  things  more,  out  of  prudence 
and  justice,  to  win  their  affection,  and  to  do  them 
public  service. 

If  we  have  a  right  to  govern  them,  let  us  exert 
it  for  the  true  ends  of  government  But,  my  lords, 
what  we  ought  to  do,  from  motives  of  reason  and 
justice,  is  much  more  than  is  sufficient  to  bring 
them  to  a  reasonable  accommodation.  For  thus,  hs 
(  spprehend,  stands  the  case:    They  petition  for 


liDgtuge  my  lords;  I  will  assert,  that  if  we  haduhe  repeal  of  an  act  of  parliament,  which  they  cava« 
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plain  of  ts  unjust  and  oppre^sire.    And  there  is  suffered  in  more  instancei  than  one,  both  hi  inUntt 


not  a  man  among^st  us,  not  tlie  warmest  friend  of 
administration,  who  does  not  sincerely  wish  thai 
act  had  never  been  made.    In  fact,  they  only  ask 
for  what  we  wish  to  be  rid  of.    Under  such  a  dis- 
position of  mi!id,  one  would  imagine  there  could 
be  no  occasion  for  fleets  and  armies  to  bring  men 
to  a  good  understanding.     Dut,  my  lords,  our 
difficulty  lies  in  the  point  of  honor.    We  must  not 
let  down  the  dignity  of  the  moUicr-country;  but 
preserve  her  sovereignty  over  all  the  ptrts  of  the 
British  empire.     This  language  has  something  in 
it  that  founds 
but  is  otlierwise 

lords,  there  arc  methods  of  making  reasonable 
concessions,  and  yet  without  injuring  our  dignity. 
Ifinlsters  arc  generally  fruitful  in  expedients  to 
rcconpilc  difficultiea  of  this  kind  to  escape  the 
embarraMincnts  of   forms,  the  competitions  ofl 


and  credit,  by  not  choosing  to  give  up  pointi  thftt 
could  not  be  defended. 


^Vith  regard  to  the  people  of  Boston,  I  am  ff^e 
to  own  that  1  never  approve  of  their  riots  nor  their 
punishment:  And  yet,  if  we  inflict  it  as  wc  ought, 
with  a  consciousness  that  wc  were  ourselves  the 
aggressors,  that  we  gave  the  provocation,  and  thst 
their  disobedience  is  the  fruit  of  our  own  impru- 
dent and  imperious  conduct,  I  think  the  puiush* 
ment  cannot  rise  to  any  great  degree  of  severitj. 

I  own,  my  lords,  I  have  read  the  report  of  the 


pleMMt  to  the  e«rs  of  Bnglishmen.  j  ,^^^^,  ^^^^meet  of  thw  house,  with  rery  different  :^  - 
ise  of  little  weight.    For  .are,  my  ^„^^^„  j^„  jj^ose  with  which  it  wm  inwu  ap.    -  ^ 


dignity  and  precedency;  and  to  let  clashing  righU 
eleep,  while  they  transact  their  business,    Now, 
my  lords,  on  this  occasion  can  they  find  no  excuse, 
no  preUnee,  no  invention,  no  happy  turn  of  Ian- 
linage,  not  one  colorable  argument  fo?  doing  the 
greatest  service  they  can  ever  render  to  their  coun- 
try?   It  must  be  sometliing  more  than  incapacity 
that  makes  inen  barren  of  expedients  at  such  a 
•eason  as  this.    l>o,  but  for  once,  remove  this  im- 
practicable  statdincsa  and  dignity,  and  treat  the 
matter  with  a  little  common  sense  and  a  little  good 
humour,  and  our  reconciliation  would  not  be  the 
work  of  an  hour.    But  after  all,  my  lords,  if  there 
is  any  thing  mortifying  in  undoing  the  errors  of 
our  ministers,  it  is  a  monification  we  ought  to 
submit  to.    If  it  was  unjust  to  ux  them,  we  ought 
to  repeal  it  for  their  sakesj  if  it  was  unwise  to  tax 
them,  we  ought  to  repeal  it  for  our  own.    A  matter 


It  seems  to  be  designed,  that  we  should  consider 
their  violent  measures  and  speeches  as  so  many 
determined  acts  of  opposition  to  the  sovereignty 
Bngland,  arising  from  the  malignity  of  their  own 
hearts.    One  would  think  the  mothercoantrf  had 


been  totally  silent  and  passive  in  the  progress  of 
the  whole  affair.    I,  on  the  contrary,  consider  these 
violences  as  tl^  natural  efft^cts  of  such  measures 
as  ours  on  thf  minds  of  freemen.    And  this  is  the 
most  useful  point  of  view  in  which  government 
can  consider  them.    In  their  situation,  a  wise  man 
would  expect  to  meet  with  the  strongest  marks  o 
passion  and  imprudence,  and  be  prepared  to  for- 
give  them.    The  first  and  easiest  thing  to  be  done 
is  to  correct  our  own  errors:  and  I  am  confident 
we  should  find  it  the  most  effectual  method  to  cor- 
rect theirs.    At  any  rate  let  us  put  ourselves  ia 
the  right;  and  then  if  we  must  contend  with  North 
America,  we  shall  be  unanimous  at  home,  and  the 
wise  and  moderate  there  will  be  our  friends, 
present  we  force  every  North  American  to  ht  onr 
enemy;  and  the  wise  and  moderate  at  home,  and 
those  immense  multitudes  which  must  soon  begin 


■"•-——-»    --   —  ^J  -  ...wow    »— — -  ^ 

80  trivisl  in  itself  as  the  threepenny  duty  upon  tea,|  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^y  the  madness  of  our  rulers,  will  unite 


but  which  has  given  cause  to  so  mud)  national 
hatred  and  reproach,  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to 
subsist  an  unnecessary  day.  Must  the  interest, 
the  commerce,  and  the  union  of  this  country  and 
her  colonies,  be  all  of  them  sacrificed  to  save  the 
credit  of  one  imprudent  measure  of  administra- 
tion? I  own  I  cannot  comprehend  that  there  is  any 
dignity  either  in  being  in  the  wrong,  or  in  persist- 
ing in  it.  I  have  known  friendship  preserved,  and 
affection  gained,  but  I  never  knew  dignity  lost  hy 
the  candid  acknowledgement  of  an  error.  And, 
my  lords,  let  me  appeal  to  your  own  experience  of 
a  few  years  backward  (I  would  not  mention  par- 
ticulars,  because  I  would  pass  no  censures  and 
revive  no  unpleasant  reflections)  but  I  think  every 
candid  minister  must  own,  that  administration  has 


to  oppose  them.  It  is  a  strange  idea  we  have  taken 
up,  to  cure  their  resentments  by  increaaing  their 
provocations^  to  remove  the  effects  of  our  own  ill 
conduct  by  muUiplying  the  instances  of  it.    But 
the  spLrlt  of  blindness  and   infatuation  is   gone 
forth.    We  are  hurrying  wildly  on  without  any 
fixed  design,  without  any  important  object.    We 
pursue  a  vain  phantoth  of  unlimited  soverdgnty, 
which  was  not  msde  for  man:  and  reject  the  solid 
advantages  of  a  moderate,  useful,  and  intdtigibl 
authority.    That  just  God,  whom  we  have  all 
deeply  offended,  can  hardly  inflict  a  severer  na 
tional  punishment  than  by  committing  us  to  th 
natural  consequences  of  our  own  conduct.  Indeed 
in  my  opinion,  a  blacker  cloud  never  hung  over  thi 
island. 
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To  reaton  consisteiitly  with  the  principles  of 
justice  and  national  friendship,  which  I  have  en* 
dcavored  to  establish,  or  rather  to  revive  what  was 
csiabliabed  by  our  ancestors,  as  our  wisest  rale  of 
conduct  for  the  government  of  America;  1  nuai 
sessarily  disapprove  of  the  bill  before  us,  for  it 
every  one  of  them.    In  our  present 
Aitiimtion  every  act  of  the  legislature,  even  our  acts 
«»C  severity,  ought  to  be  so  many  stepi  towards  the 
reconciliation  we  wish  for.    But  to  change  the  go 
^remment  of  a  peopk,  without  their  consent,  is  the 
and  most  arbitrary  act  of  sovereignty  that 
nation  can  exercise  over  another.    The  Ro- 
iftiis  hardly  ever  proceeded  to  this  extremity,  even 
rtr  a  conquered  nation,  till  its  frequent  revolts  and 
mBAOirections  had  made  th(  m  deem  it  incorrigible. 
*Tbe  very  idea  of  it,  implies  a  most  abject  and 
almwiah  dependency  in  the  inferior  state.  Recollect 
^bat  tbe  Americans  are  men  of  like  passions  with 
oursdvct,  and  think  how  deeply  this  treatment 
ISC  affect  them.    They  have  the  same  veneration 
their  charters  that  we  have  for  our  Magna 
C^harta,  and  they  ought  in  reason  to  have  greater. 
They  are  the  title  deeds  to  all  their  rights,  both 
Smblie  and  private.    What!  my  lords,  must  these 
sights   never  acquire    any  legal  assurance  and 
Stability?  can  they  derive  no  force  from  the  peace- 
able* possession  of  near  two  hundred  years?  and 
Sftust  the  fundamental  constitution  of  a  powerful 
state  be,  forever,  subject  to  as  capricious  altcra- 
'mions  as  you  think  fit  to  make  in  the  charters  of  a 
little  mercantile  company  or  the  corporation  of  a 
Iborougli?  this  will  undoubtedly  furnish  matter  for 
m  nore  pernicious  debate  than  has  yet  been  moved. 
Xvery  other  colony  will  m$kt  the  case  its  own.— 
Tbey  will  complain  that  their  rights  can  never  be 
aeeertained;  that  every  thing  belonging  to  them 
depends  upon  our  arbitrary  will;  and  may  think  it 
better  to  run  any  hazard,  than  to  submit  to  the 
"^Hblenoe  of  their  mother«country,  in  a  matter  in 
^vhich  they  can  see  neither  moderation  nor  end. 

But  let  us  coolly  enquire,  what  is  the  reason  of 
this  unheard  of  innovation.  Is  it  to  make  them 
peaceable?  my  lorda,  it  will  make  them  mad.  Will 
they  be  better  governed  if  we  introduce  this 
ebange?  will  they  be  more  our  friends?  the  least 
that  such  a  measure  can  do,  is  to  make  them  hate 
us.  And  would  to  God,  my  lords,  we  had  governed 
ourselves  with  as  much  economy,  integrity  a'hd 
prudence,  as  they  have  done.  Let  them  continue 
to  enjoy  the  liberty  our  fathers  gave  them.  Gave 
tbem,  did  I  say?  they  are  co-heirs  of  liberty  with 
euraelves;  and  their  portion  of  the  inheritance  has 
btoi  much  better  looked  after  thao  oura.    Suffer 


them  to  enjoy  a  little  longer  that  short  period  of 
public  integrity  and  domestic  happiness,  whieU 
seems  to  be  the  portion  allotted  by  Providence  to 
young  rising  states.  Instead  of  hoping  that  their 
constitution  may  receive  improvement  from  our 
skill  in  government,  the  most  useful  wiHh  I  can 
form  in  their  favor,  u  that  Heaven  may  long  pre- 
serve them  from  our  vices  and  our  politics. 

Let  me  add  further— that  to  make  any  changes  in 
their  government,  without  their  consent,  would  be 
to  transgress  the  wisest  rules  of  policy,  and  to 
wound  our  most  important  interesU.    As  they  in« 
crease  in  numbers  and  in  riches,  our  comparative 
strength  must  lessen.    In  another  age,  when  our 
power  has  begun  to  lose  somethmg  of  its  superiority^ 
we  should  be  happy  if  we  could  -support  our  au^ 
thority  by  mutual  good  will  and  the  habit  of  coi&> 
manding;  but  chiefly  by  those  original  esUbliab- 
ments,  which  time  and  public  honor  might  have 
rendered  inviolable.    Our  posterity  will  then  have 
reaaon  to  lament  that  they  cannot  avail  themselves 
of  those  treasures  of  public  friendship  and  coa- 
fidance  which  our  fathers  had  wisely  boarded  up* 
and  we  are  throwing  away.    »Tis  hard,  'tis  cruel, 
besides  all  our  debts  and  taxes,  and  those  enormous 
expenses  which  are  multiplying  upon  us  every  year, 
to  load  our  uphappy  sons  with  the  hatred  and  curse 
of  North  America.    Indeed,  my  lords,  we  are  treat- 
ing posterity  very  scurvily.     We  have  mortgaged 
all  the  lands;  we  have  cut  down  all  the  oaks;  we 
are  now  trampling  down  the  fences,  rooting  up  tbe 
seedlings  and  samplers,  and  ruining  all  the  re- 
sources of  another  age.    We  shall  send  the  next 
generation  into  the  world,  like  the  wretched  heir 
of  a  worthless  father,  without  money,  credit  or 
friends;  with  a  striped,  incumbered,  and  perhaps 
untenanted  estate. 

Havmg  spoke  so  largly  against  the  principle  of 
ihe  bill,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  enter  into  the 
merits  of  it.  I  shall  only  observe  that,  even  if  we 
had  the  consent  of  the  people  to  alter  their  goveiin 
ment,  it  would  be  unwise  to  make  such  alteratioha 
as  these.  To  give  the  appointment  of  the  gover- 
nor and  council  to  the  crown,  and  the  disposal  of 
all  places,  even  of  the  judges,  and  with  a  power 
of  removing  them,  to  the  governor,  is  evidently 
calculated  with  a  view  to  form  a  strong  party  in 
our  favor.  This  I  know  has  been  done  in  other 
colonies;  but  still  this  is  opening  a  source  of  per- 
pettul  discord,  where  it  is  our  interest  always  to 
agree.  If  we  mean  any  thing  by  this  establish- 
ment, it  is  to  support  the  governor  and  the  oof 
against  the  people,  i.  e.  to  qurrrel  with  our  ff 
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thtt  we  may  please  theic  tenrants.  This  scheme 
of  gfOTerning  them  by  a  party  it  not  wisely  ima|pn«d, 
ft  it  much  too  premature^  and,  at  all  events,  mutt 
tmm  to  our  disadvantag^e.  If  it  fails,  it  will  only 
make  us  contemptible;  if  it  suceeedsi  it  will  make 
lis  odious.  It  is  our  interest  to  take  very  little 
part  in  their  domestic  adminittration  of  gorem- 
nent,  but  purely  to  watch  orer  them  lor  their  good* 
IVe  never  gained  so  much  by  North  America  as 
,irhen  we  let  them  govern  themselv^,  and  were 
content  to  trade  with  them  and  to  protect  them. 
One  would  think,  my  lords,  there  was  some  statute 
law,  prohibiting  us,  under  the  teverett  penalties, 
to  profit  by  experience. 

My  lords,  I  have  ventured  to  lay  my  thoughts 
before  you,  on  the  greatest  national  concern  that 
ever  came  under  your  deliberation,  with  at  much 
honetty  at  you  will  meet  with  from  abler  men,  and 
with  a  melancholy  assurance,  that  not  a  word  of  it 
will  be  regarded.  And  yet,  my  lords,  with  your 
permitsion,  I  will  waste  one  short  argument  more 
on  the  same  cause,  one  that  I  own  I  am  fond  of, 
mnd  which  contains  fn  it,  what,  T  think,  mutt  effect 
overy  generous  mind.  My  lords,  I  look  upon  North 
America  as  the  only  great  nursery  of  freemen  now 
left  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  We  have  seen  the 
liberties  of  Poland  and  Sweden  swept  away,  in  the 
course  of  one  year,  by  treachery  and  usurpation. 
The  free  towns  in  Germany  are  like  so  many  dying 
sparks,  that  go  out  one  after  another;  and  which 
must  all  be  aoon  extinguished  under  the  destruc* 
live  greatness  of  their  neighbors.  Holland  is  little 
more  than  a  pn^'^at  trading  company,  with  luxurious 
manners,  and  an  exhausted  revenue;  with  little 
■trength  and  with  less  spirit.  Switzerland  alone 
is  firee  and  happy  within  the  narrow  inclosure  of  its 
rocks  and  vallies.  As  for  the  state  of  this  coun« 
try,  my  lords,  I  can  only  refer  myself  to  your  own 
secret  thoughts.  I  am  dispoed  to  think  and  hope 
the  best  of  public  liberty.  Were  1  to  describe  her 
according  to  my  own  ideas  at  present,  I  should  say 
that  she  has  a  sickly  countenance,  but  I  trust  she 
tut  a  long  constitution. 

I  But  whatevermay  be  our  future  fate,  the  greatest 
glory  that  attends  thi^  country,  a  greater  than  any 
other  nation  ever  acquired,  is  to  have  formed  and 
nursed  up  to  such  s  state  of  happiness  those  colonies 
whom  we  are  now  so  eager  to  butcher.  We  ought 
to  cherish  them  as  the  immortal  monuments  of  our 
public  justice  and  wis(}bm;  as  the  heirs  of  our  bet- 
ter  days,  of  our  old  arts  and  manners,  and  of  our 
expiring  national  virtues.  Wliat  work  of  art,  or 
power,  or  public  utility  has  ever  equalled  the  gloi^ 


of  having  peopled  a  continent  witliout  guilt 
bloodshed,  with  a  multitude  of  free  and  ha| 
commonwealths;  to  have  given  them  the  beat  a 
of  life  and  government;  and  to  have  suffered  tbi 
under  the  shelter  of  our  authority,  to  acquire 
peace  the  akill  to  use  them.  In  comparison  of  tl 
the  policy  of  governing  by  influence,  and  even  < 
pride  of  war  and  victory,  are  dishonest  tricks  i 
poor  contemptible  pageantry. 

We  teem  not  to  be  tenaible  of  the  high  and  1 
portant  trust  which  Providence  has  committed 
our  charge.  The  most  precious  remains  of  el 
liberty,  that  the  world  can  now  bonst  of,  are  d 
lodged  in  our  hands;  and  God  forbid  that  we  sboi 
violate  so  sacred  a  deposite.  By  enslaving  y< 
coloniea,  you  not  only  ruin  the  peace,  the  co 
merce,  and  the  fortunea  of  both  countries,  but) 
extinguish  the  fiurest  hopes,  shut  up  the  last  atyl 
of  mankind.  I  think,  my  lords,  without  be 
weakly  auperstitious,  that  a  good  man  may  he 
that  Heaven  will  take  part  against  the  exeeut 
of  a  plan  which  seems  big  not  only  with  misch! 
but  impiety. 

Let  us  be  content  with  the  spoils  and  the  dettrt 
tion  of  the  east.  If  your  lordships  can  see  no  j 
propriety  in  it,  let  the  plunderer  and  oppren 
still  go  free.  But  let  not  the  love  of  liberty 
the  only  crime  you  think  worthy  of  punishment 
fear  we  shall  soon  make  it  a  part  of  our  nato] 
character,  to  ruin  every  thing  that  baa  the  n 
fortiuie  to  depend  upon  us. 

No  nation  hat  ever  before  contrived,  in  so  sb 
a  space  of  time,  without  any  war  or  public  calam 
(unless  unwise  measures  may  be  so  called) 
deatroy  such  ample  resources  of  commerce,  wea 
and  power,  as  of  late  were  ours,  and  which,  iftt 
had  been  rightly  improved,  mi^hl  have  raised 
to  a  state  of  more  honorable  and  more  permani 
greatness  than  the  world  has  yet  seen. 

Let  me  remind  the  noble  lords  in  administratl 
that  before  the  stamp-act,  they  had  power  sufBci 
to  answer  all  the  just  ends  of  government,  and  tt 
were  all  completely  answered.  If  that  is  the  pov 
ihey  want,  though  we  have  lost  much  of  it  at  pi 
sent,  a  few  kind  words  would  recover  it  all. 

But  if  the  tendency  of  this  bill  is,  as  I  own  it  i 
pears  to  me,  to  acquire  a  power  of  governing  th* 
by  influence  snd  corruption,  in  the  first  place, : 
lords  this  is  not  true  government,  but  s  sophisticat 
kind,  which  counterfeits  the  sppearance,  bui  wil 
out  the  spirit  or  virtue  of  the  true:  and  then,  as 
tends  to  debase  their  ipirita  and  corrupt  their  mi 
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aers,  to  destmy  all  that  it  great  and  respectable  in 

so    considerable  a  ]>«rt  of  the  bttman  species,  and 

hy  degrees  to  gather  them  together  with  the  rest 

oF  the  irorld,  under  the  yoke  of  unirersal  slavery — 

I     ^1)ink«  for  these  reasonf,  it  is  the  duty  of  every 

fv^«e  man,  of  every  honest  man,  and  of  every  Eng- 

B^luBsn,  by  all  lawful  means,  to  oppose  it. 

.^innapolit,  June  29, 1769. 

STg  'aKiifl/  iff  tkf  eounliei  having  before  entered  inio  re- 

^^thttUnt «/ jion-importation  •/British  eupefJIvUiei, 

^nd  tht  province,  in  general^  being  inndted  bjf  the 

Jfie»ple  ^f  Anne  Arundel  county,  <a  regueti  eome 

^jjMitntitmen  from  each  county^  to  meet  at  thio  place, 

«»  cAtf  70th  inotani,  in  order  that  a  general  reoolw 

Mimt  of  non-importation  mrght  be  formed^^-^Tkere 

accordingly  a  very  full  meeting,  at  which  the 

BxsoLCTiovs  vere  entered  into:  and  it 

^gr9ed,  that  twelve  copieo  ohould  be  printed 

^gid  transmitted  to  each  cowity,  to  be  oigned  by  the 

^^eople,  •which,  it  to  ejrpeeted,  will  be  done  with  great 

^'eaditteeo  throughout  the  province. 

^^e,  the  subscribers,  his  majesty's  loyal  and 

dtiatifui  subjects,  the  merchants,  traders,  free- 

UoUers,   mechanics,   and    other   inhabitants    of 

t.li«  province  of  Maryland,  seriously  considering 

tla«  present  state  and  condition  of  the  province, 

«vwi  being  sensible   that  there  is  a  necessity  to 

B^aee  upon  such  measures,  as  may  tend  to  dis- 

moorage,  and  as  much  as  may  be,  prevent  the  use 

<>C  foreign  luxuries  and  superfluities,  in  the  con 

•uiBption  of  which  we  have  heretofore  too  much 

indulged  ourselves,  to  the  great  detriment  of  our 

private  fortunea,  and,  in  some  instances,  to  the 

^ia  of  our  families;  and,  to  this  end,  to  practice 

Ottndves,  and  as  much  as  possible,  to  promote, 

€ouBtcnaiieet  and  encourage  in  others,  a  habit  of 

leaperancc,  fhigtlity,  economy,  and  industry,  and 

^msidering  also,  that  measures  of  this  nature  are 

■ore  particularly  necessary  at  this  time,  as  the 

fsrlisment  of  Qreai  Britain,  by  imposing  taxes 

^tKk  many  articles  imported  hither  from  thence, 

Md  frsm  other  parts  beyond  sea,  has  left  it  less 

>iottr  power,  than  in  time  past,  to  purchtse  and 

R^y  for  titc  manufactures  of  the  mother-country; 

^ieh  taxes,  especially  those  imposed  by  a  late 

*^  of  parliament,  laying  duties  on  tea,  paper, 

fUsi,  lie  we  are  clearly  convinced  have  been  im- 

(<^  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  constitution,  and 

^  a  direct  and  manifest  tendency  to  deprive  us, 

"*  ^  end,  of  all  political  freedom,  and  reduce  us 

^^  a  state  of  dependrnce,  inconaistent  with  thai 

^^y  we  have  rightfully  enjoyed  under  the  go 

^^^ibott  of  his  present  most  sacred  majesty,  (to 


whom  we  owe,  acknowledge,  and  will  always  joy- 
/iilly  pay  all  due  obedience  and  allegiance)  and  of 
his  royal  predecessors,  ever  since  the  first  settle- 
ment of  the  province,  until  of  very  late  time— have 
thought  it  necessary  to  unite,  ss  nearly  as  our  cir- 
cumstances will  admit,  with  our  sister  colonies,  in 
resolutions  for  the  purpose  aforesaid;  and,  there- 
fore, do  hereby  agree,  and  bind  ourselves,  to  and 
with  each  other,  by  all  the  ties  and  obliga'.ions  of 
honor  and  reputation,  that  we  will  strictly  and 
foithfully  observe,  and  conform  to  the  following 
resolutions: 

FiBST,  That  we  will  not,  at  any  time  hereafter, 
directly  or  indirectly,  import,  or  cause  to  be  im* 
ported,  any  manner  of  g^ds,  merchandize,  or 
manufactures,  which  are,  or  shall  hereafter  bt, 
taxed  by  act  of  parliament,  for  the  purpose  of  rais- 
ing a  revenue  in  America,  (except  paper  not 
exceeding  six  shillings  per  ream,  and  except  such 
articles  only  aa  orders  have  been  already  sent  for) 
but,  that  we  will  always  consider  such  taxation,  in 
every  rrspect,  as  an  absolute  prohibition  to  the' 
articles  that  are,  or  may  be  taxed. 

SacovBLT,  That  we  will  not  hereafter,  directly 
or  indirectly,  during  the  continuance  of  the  afore- 
said act  of  parltapient,  import,  or  cause  to  be  im- 
ported, fk^m  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  part  of 
Europe,  (except  such  articles  of  the  produce  or 
manufacture  of  Ireland,  aa  msy  be  immediately  and 
legally  brought  fh>m  thence,  and  also,  except  all 
such  goods  aa  orders  have  been  already  sent  for) 
any  of  the  goods  herein  after  eniraierated,  to  ^t, 
horaes,  spiriu,  wine,  cyder,  perry,  beer,  ale,  malt* 
barley,  peas,  beef,  pork,  fish,  butter,  cheese,  tal- 
low, candles,  oil,  except  SaladMl,  fruit,  pickles, 
oonfeciionary,  British  refined  sugar,  mustard,  cof- 
fee, pewter,  tin-ware  of  all  kinds,  whether  plain 
or  painted,  waiters,  and  all  kind  of  japan-wsre, 
wrought  copper,  wrought  and  cast  brass,  and  bell- 
metal,  watches,  clocks,  plate,  and  all  other  gold 
and  ailversmiths*  work,  trinkets,  and  jewellery  of 
all  kinds,  gold  and  silver  lace,  joiners'  and  cabinet 
work  of  all  sorts,  looking-glasses,  upholstery  of  all 
kinds,  carriagea  of  all  kinds,  ribbons  and  millinery 
*«f  all  kinds,  except  vrig-ribbon,  lace,  cambrick, 
lawn,  muslin,  kenting,  gauze  of  all  kinds,  except 
Baulting'Cloth;  silks  of  all  kinds,  except  raw  and 
tewing  eilh,  and  wig  canlt,  velvets,  chintzes,  and 
calicoes  of  all  sorts,  of  more  than  twenty  pence 
per  ysrd,  East-India  goods  of  every  kind,  except 
tall'prtrc,  black  pepper,  and  tpicet,  printed  lineo% 
and  printed  cottons,  striped  linens,  and  cottoris« 
check  linens,  and  cotton  checks  of  all  k(nil5. 
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handkerchiefs  of  all  kinds,  at  more  thsn  ten  shi  - 
lings  per  dozen;  cotton  velvets,  and  all  kind  o: 
cotton,  or  cotton  and  linen  stuffs,  bed- bants,  and 
bed -ticking  of  all  sorts,  cotton  counterpanes  and 
coverlids,  British  manufactured  linens  of  all  kindi« 
9xcept  nM'Clotht  Irish  and  all  fbreign  linens,  above 
one  ahilliog  and  six  pence  per  yard;  woolen  cloth, 
above  five  quarters  wide,  of  more  than  five  shillings 
per  yard;  narrow  cloths  of  all  sorts,  of  more  thar« 
three  shillings  per  yard;  worsted  stuffs  of  all  sorts, 
above  thirteen  pence  per  yard;  silk  and  worsted, 
silk  and  cotton,  silk  and  hair;  and  hair  and  worsted 
stuffs  of  all  kinds,  worsted  and  hair  shags,  mourn, 
ing  of  all  and  every  kind,  stockings,  caps,  waistcoat 

'  and  breeches  patterns  of  all  kinds,  rugs  of  all  sorts, 
above  eight  shillingn;  blankets,  above  five  shillings, 
per  blanket;  mens  and  womens  ready  made  clothes, 
and  wearing  apparel  of  all  kinds,  hats  of  all  kinds, 
of  more  than  two  shillings  per  hat;  wigs,  gloves, 
and  miu  of  all  kinds,  stays  and  bodices  of  all  sorts, 
hoots,  saddles,  and  all  manufactures  of  leather,  and 
akins  of  all  kinds,  except  mens  andwomem  «Ase«,  9/ 
not  more  than  four  ahilHn^t  per  pair,  whips,  brushes, 
and  brooms  of  all  soru,  gilt,  and  hair  trunks, 

.  paintings,  carpets  of  all  sorts,  snuff*- boxes,  snuff, 

. .  and  ether  manufactured  tobacco,  soap,  starch. 

playmg  cards,  dice,  English  china,  English  ware, 

in  imitation  of  China,  delph  and  stone  ware,  of  all 

,  sorts,  except  milk-pans,  stone  bottles,  jugs,  pitch- 
ers, and  chamber  pots,  marble  and  wrought  stone 
of  any  kind,  except  scytbe-stones;  millstones,  and 
grind-stones,  iron  castings,  ironmonge)7  of  all 
sorts,  except  nails;  hoes,  steel,  handicraft  and  manu- 
facturers tools,  locks,  frying-pans,  scythes  and 

.  sickles,  cutlery  of  all  sorts,  except  knives  and  forks, 
not  exceeding  three  shillings  per  dozen;  knives, 
scissors,  sheep  shears,  needles,  pins  and  thimbles, 
razors,  chirurgical  instruments  and  spectacles, 
cordage,  or  tarred  rope  of  all  sorts,  seins,  ships 
colors  ready  made,  ivory,  horn,  and  bone  ware  of 
all  sorts,  except  combs. 

TmaDLT,  That  we  will  not,  during  the  time 
aforesaid,  import  any  wines,  of  any  kind  whatever, 
or  purchase  the  same  from  any  person  whate? er, 
except  such  wines  as  are  already  imported,  or  for 
which  orders  are  already  sent. 

FoumTRLT,  That  we  will  not  kill  or  suffer  to  be 
killed,  or  sell,  or  dispose  to  any  person,  whom  we 
have  reason  to  believe  intends  to  kill,  any  ewe- 
lamb  that  ahall  be  yeaned  before  the  first  di»y  of 
May  in  any  year,  during  the  time  afiiresaid. 

FirrxLT,  That  we  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
during  the  time  afi)resaid,  purchase,  take  up,  or 


receive,  on  any  terms,  or  condiiions  whatercrg 
of  the  goo 's  enumeiated  io  the  setond  rcaola! 
that  shall,  or  may  be  imported  into  this  provi 
contrary  to  the  intent  and  design  of  these  tcm 
tions,  by  any  person  whatever,  or  coosigiied  to 
factor,  agent,  manager,  or  storekeeper  here, 
any  person  residing  in  Great  Britain,  or  eUewh 
and  if  any  such  goods  shall  be  imported,  we^ 
not,  upon  any  consideration  whatever,  rent  or  i 
to,  or  permit  any 'way  to  be  made  use  of  by 
such  hsporter,  his  sgent,  factor,  manager,  or  eh 
keeper,  or  any  person,  on  his,  or  their  bebnl( 
store- house,  er  other  bouse,  or  any  kind  <^pl 
whetever,belo!gingto  us,  respectively^  for  es| 
ing  to  sale,  or  even  securing  any  such  goods, 
will  we  softer  aoy  soch  to  be  put  oo  ebore  oir 
respective  properties. 

Sixm&T,  That  if  any  person  shall  import^ 
endeavor  to  import,  frbm  threat  Britain  or 
part  of  Europe,  any  goods  whstever,  contrarf 
the  spirit  and  design  of  the  foregoing  resolntii 
or  shall  sell  any  goods  which  he  has  now,  otf  i 
hereafter  have  on  hand,  or  may  import,  on 
other  terms*  than  are  herein  expresied,  we  will  i 
at  any  time  hereafter,  deal  with  any  such  pen 
his  agent,  manager,  factor,  or  storekeeper,  lor 
commodity  whatever:  and  that  auch  of  tu  as  i 
Of  may  be  sellers  of  goods,  will  not  take  any 
vantage  of  the  scarcity  of  goods,  that  this  agi 
ment  may  occasion,  but  vrill  sell  soch  as  we  b 
now  on  hand,  or  may  hereafter  import,  or  have 
sale,  at  the  respective  usual  and  accustomed  n 
for  three  years  last  past. 

SavmnTHLT,  That  we  wHl  not,  during  the  t 
aforesaid,  import  into  this  province,  any  of 
goods  above  enumerated  for  non-importation 
the  second  resolution,  which  have  been,  or  shal 
imported  from  Great  Britain,  or  some  part  of 
rope,  from  any  colony,  or  province,  which  hath 
entered,  or  shall  not,  within  two  months  firom 
date  hereof,  enter  into  resolutions  of  non-impo 
tion,  nor  will  we  purchase,  take  up,  or  receive 
any  terms,  or  conditions  whatever,  any  such  goi 
from  any  person  or  persons,  that  may  import 
same;  nor  will  we  purchase,  take  up,  or  receivi 
any  terms,  or  conditions,  any  of  the  said  gee 
which  may  be  imported  from  any  province,  or 
lony,  which  has  entered,  or  may  enter  into  s 
resolutioiis,  unless  a  certificate  shall  accomf 
such  goods,  under  the  bands  of  a  commiltei 
merchants  (if  any)  of  the  place  from  whence  i 
gooda  shall  come  or  if  ao  such  committee^  1 
under  the  bands  of  at  least  three  of  the  prise 
imerdiaats  there,  who  have  entered  into 
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non- importation,  that  such  goods  were  imported 
|>«fore  8uch  resolution  was  entered  into  in  such 
f^%Mce.  And  that  we  will  not  purchase^  take  up, 
Kpw  recetre,  on  any  termsi  or  conditions  whatever. 
m.F^tr  the  expiration  of  six  months,  from  the  date 
U  ^#eof^  from  any  colony,  or  province  aforesaid,  asy 
f^W  the  said  enumerated  articles,  which  have  been, 
t^X^    shall  be  imported  from  Great  Britain. 

X^ioBTRLT,  We,  the  tradesmen  and  matlufac- 
tc^v-ers,  do  likewise  promise,  and  agree,  that  we 
^w  i  II  not  avail  ourselves  of  the  scarcity  of  European 
^oods,  proceeding  fh)m  the  resolutions  for  non- 
Itts  portation,  to  raise  or  enhance  the  prices  of  ihe 
fercnt  articles,  or  commodities,  by  us  wrought 
or  manufiicturedi  but  that  we  will  sell  and  dis 
(e  of  the  same,  at  the  usu&l  and  accustomed  rates 
^v-^  have  done  for  these  three  years  past. 

XasTLT^  That,  if  any  person,  or  persons,  what- 
ever, shall  oppose,  or  contravene  the  above  resolu- 
tioTis,  or  act  in  opposition  to  the  true  spirit  and 
design  thereof,  we  will  consider  him,  or  them,  as 
ra«mies  to  the  liberties  of  America,  and  treat  them, 
1M1  all  occasions,  with  the  contempt  they  deserve; 
provided  that  these  resolutions  shall  be  binding 
tMn  vsi  for  and  during  the  Continuance  of  the  before 
lAleiitioned  act  sf  parliament,  unless  ageneral  meet- 
^"^  of  such  persons  at  Annapolis,  as  ihay,  at  any 
luiie  hereafter,  be  requested  by  the  people  of  the 
^vcral  coxintiea  in  this  province  to  meet,  fok*  the 
T'urpose  of  considering  the  ekpediehcy  of  dispens. 
^S  ^tb  the  said  tpsolutions,  or  any  of  them,  not 
^sceeding  four  from  each  county,  or  a  majority  of 
*^li  of  them  as  shall  attend,  shall  determine  other- 

irio.  

At  a  meeting  of  the  merchants,  and  others,  in. 
^Uibitants  of  Baltimore  county,  associators  for  non- 
^iipOftatiofi  of  European  goods,  held  at  Mr.  Littl^/, 
^Vnrm^  14,  1769, 

iosa  Skits,  chairman— 
.The  committee  of  enquiry  having  reported,  that 
^^^Biwa  M69re,  jun,  had  imported  a  cargo  of  goods 
■^thcXsrc/  Cambden,  captain  John  Johnttorif  from 
l^indoii,  of  the  value  of /^OO  sterling,  which  they 
^cit  fai  doubt  were  not  within  tht  terms  of  the 
^Hociatioa.    The  following  question  was  piti,  whe 
^^  H'ilUam  Moorr^  jun.  has  imported  the  said 
^0  within  the  terms  mentioned  in  the  agreement 
^lhe30th  of  March  last,  to  which  he  was  a  signer? 
^Pon  which  question^  the  gentlemen  present  were 
^nmiiooiigly  of  opinion,  that  the  said  cargo  wa' 
^^ported  contrary  to  tliat  agreement:    Or  whici. 
^**cnninatioo  Willinm  Moore  being  informed,  W 
*^ed,  as  a  Justificaiion  of  his  conduct,  that  a 

^e  t^  he  signed  the  agreement,  he  objected  to 
—  T2. 


Benjamin  Rogers, 
Jonathan  Hudson. 
Murdock  Kennedy^ 
Henry  Brown, 
William  Hamroondy 
Andrew  Buchanan, 
John  Deaver, 


Mr.  John  Merrymarif  who  then  had  the  carriage 

thereof,  (and  who  is  now  absent  in  London)  that 

he  would  not  sign,  unless  he  had  liberty  to  send 

off  his  orders  for  fnll  goods,  and  to  import  the 

same:    That  some  few  days  afterwarda  Mr.  Mtrry- 

man  informed  him,  that  themerMjants  of  the  town 

would  give  Itave  to  send  off  the  orders,  and  receive 

the  fall  goodst  and  that,  in  consequence  of  this 

information,  he  signed  the  agreement,  without  an^ 

such  condition,  written  or  expressed,  in  the  same 

opposite  to  his  name.    After  which  the  question 

\»'a8  put,  whether  Mr  Moore  should  have  liberty 

to  land  and  vend  fils  whole  cargo?    Which  was 

determined  in  the  affirmative 

For  the  AFFIRMATIVE. 
Thomas  E^ing,  H.  D  Gough, 

\lexander  M*Machen»     Jonathan  Plowman, 

Richard  Moale, 
Archibald  Buchansn, 
Hercules  Courtenay, 
John  Mucimbb, 
Charles  Rogers^ 
John  A   Smith, 
Thomas  Place. 

Fjr  the  NEGATIVE. 
John  Moale,  John  Smith, 

Henry  Thompson,  William  Smith, 

William  Lux,  R  R.   .       Al»*xander  Lawson, 
R'^bert  Oiristic,  EHenezer  Mackie, 

Robert  Alekmder,  William  Lux. 

The  committee  of  enquiry  having  also  reported 

that  Benjamin  Howard  had  impofted  a  Cargo  oF 

goods,  of  the  value  of  jfirOO  sterling,  m  the  Lord 

Cambden,C9.p\tLinJohnJohnrton,  from  London,  which 

they  were  in  doubt  Were  not  within  the  terms  of 

the  association  of  30th  March.    Upon  which  the 

following  question   was  put,  Whethel*  Benjamin 

Ho-uurd  be  permitted  to  land  and  rend  the  said 

cargo,  he  having  alleged   that  he  never  signed 

the  association  of  the  30th  March,  being  then  an 

inhabitant  of  Anne-Arundel  county,  and  that  he 

apprehended  he  was  entitled  to  import  within  the 

terms  of  the  general  absociation  of  the  32d  June, 

to  which  he  was  a  subscriber,  his  orders  for  Uie 

said  cargo  having  been  transmitted  the  ibl  of  May. 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

For  the  AFFIRMATIVE. 
Thomas  Ewing,  H.  D.  Gondii, 

\lexander  MVVIachen,     Jonathan  PloNfman, 

Richard  Moale, 
Archibal!  Iluchanart, 
Murdock  Kennedy, 
John  Moitle, 
John  Macnabb, 
Cliarlea  Rogers, 
John  A   Smith, 
il.^rcuips  Couricnay. 

F.r  the  NKG\TIVE. 

E.  :.'.e2i-r  Muckic, 


Henjamin  Rogers, 
Jonathan  Hudson, 
Thomas  Place, 
Henry  Thompson, 
Henry  Brown, 
William  Hammond, 
\ndrew  Buchanan, 
John  Deaver, 


»  bn  Smith, 
Itobcrt  Oinstie, 
William  Smith, 


AiiXui.dcr  Liaison, 
William  Lux. 
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Philadelphia,  January  3,  1774. 
The  untnimity,  spirit  and  zeal,  which  have  here- 
tofore animated  all  the  colonies,  from  Boston  tr 
South  Carolina,  have  been  so  eminently  displa)e'> 
in  the  opposition  to  the  pernicious  project  of  the 
Kast  India  company,  in  sending  tea  to  America, 
wliile  it  remains  subject  to  a  duly,  and  the  Ameri- 
cans at  the  same  time  confined  by  the  stronges: 
prohibitory  laws  to  import  it  only  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, that  a  particular  account  of  the  transactions 
of  this  city  cannot  but  be  acceptable  to  all  our 
readers,  and  every  other  friend  of  American  liberty 

Upon  the  first  advice  of  this  measure,  a  general 
dissatisfaction  was  eiprf  ssed,  that,  at  a  time  when 
we  were  strugglmg  with  this  oppressive  act,  and 
an  agreement  subsisting  not  to  import  tea  while 
sulject  to  the  duty,  our  fellow  subjects  in  Eng- 
lan(!  sho'ild  form  a  measure  so  directly  tending  to 
enforce  that  act,  and  again  embroil  us  with  our 
parent  state.  When  it  was  also  considered,  that 
the  proposed  mode  of  disposing  of  the  tea,  tended 
to  a  monopoly,  ever  odious  in  a  free  country,  a 
universal  disapprobation -shewed  itself  throughout 
the  city.  A  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was 
held  at  the  state  house  on  the  181h  October,  at 
which  great  numbers  attended,  and  the  sense  of 
the  city  was  expressed  in  the  following  resolves-* 

1.  That  the  disposal  of  their  own  property  is  the 
inherent  rights  of  freemen;  that  there  can  be  nn 
property  in  that  which  another  can,  of  right,  take 
from  us  without  our  consent;  that  the  claim  of 
parliament  to  tax  America  is,  in  other  words,  a 
claim  of  right  to  levy  contributions  on  us  at  plea 
sure. 

2.  That  the  duty  imposed  by  parliament  upon 
tea  landed  in  America,  is  a  tax  on  the  Americans, 
or  levying  contributions  on  them  without  their  con- 
senj. 

S.  That  the  express  purpose  for  which  the  tax 
is  lev)ed  en  the  Americans,  namely,  for  the  sup- 
port of  government,  administration  of  justice,  and 
defence  of  his  majesty's  dominions  in  America,  has 
a  direct  tendency  to  render  assemblies  uselcbs,  and 
to  introduce  arbitrary  government  and  sUvery. 

4.  That  a  virtuous  and  steady  opposition  to  this 
ministerial  plan  of  governing  America,  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  preserve  even  the  shadow  of  liberty, 
and  is  a  duty  which  every  freeman  in  America  owes 
to  his  country,  to  himself  und  to  his  posterity. 

5.  That  the  resolution  lately  entered  into  by  the 
East-India  company  to  send  out  their  tea  to  Ame- 


rica, subjf^ct  to  the  piiyment  of  duJes  on  its 
landed  here,  is  an  open  attempt  to  enforee  thi 
ministerial  plan,  and  a  violent  attack  upon  thi 
liberties  of  America. 

6.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  American  to  op 
pose  this  attempt. 

7.  That  whoever  shall«  directly  or  indirectly 
countenance  this  attempt,  or  in  any  wise  aid 
abet  in  unloading,  receiving,  or  veading  the  i 
sent,  or  to  be  sent  out  by  the  East-India  compan 
while  it  remains  subject  to  the  payment  of  a  dnt^ 
here,  is  an  enemy  to  his  country. 

8.  That  a  committee  be  iomiediately  chosen 
wkii  on  those  gentlemen  who»  it  is  reported, 
appointed  by  the  East-India  company  to  reeeiv 
and  sell  the  said  tea,  and  request  then,  from 
regard  to  their  own  character,  and  the  peace  am 
good  order  of  the  city  and  province,  immcdlatcl 
to  resign  their  appointment 

In  fconsequence  of  this  appointment,  the  com— 
mil  tee  waited  upon  the  gentlemen  in  this  city, 
had  been  appointed  consignees  of  the  ezpecti 
cargo.  They  represented  to  them  the  detestati 
and  abhorrence  in  which  this  measure  wss  he! 
by  their  fellow-citizens,  the  danger  and  difficoltifli 
which  must  attend  the  execution  of  so  odiont  a 
trust,  and  expressed  the  united  desire  of  the  city, 
that  they  would  renounce  the  commission,  and 
<^n?sg6  not  to  intermeddle  with  the  ship  or  cargo 
in  any  shape  whatever.— Some  of  the  commissiooera 
resigned,  in  a  manner  that  gave  general  satisfactioDp 
others,  in  such  equivocal  terms  as  required  further 
explanation.  However  in  a  few  days  the  resigna- 
tion was  complete.— In  this  situation  things  remain- 
ed for  a  few  days.  In  the  mean  time,  the  general 
spirit  and  indignation  rose  to  such  a  beig^th,  that 
it  was  thought  proper  to  call  another  general  meet- 
ing of  the  principal  citizens  to  consider  and  resolve 
upon  such  farther  steps  as  might  give  weight,  and 
insure  success  to  the  unanimous  opposition  now 
formed.  Accordingly  a  meeting  was  held,  for  the 
above  purpose,  at  which  a  great  number  of  respect- 
able inhabitants  attended;  and  it  appeared  to  be 
the  unanimous  opinion  that  the  entry  of  the  ship 
at  the  custom-house,  or  Uie  landmg  any  part  of 
her  cargo,  would  be  attended  with  great  danger 
and  difficulty,  and  would  directly  tend  to  destroy 
that  peace  and  good  order  which  ought  to  be 
prescrvM.— An  addition  of  twelve  other  gentle- 
men was  then  made  to  the  former  committee,  and 
the  general  meeting  adjourned  till  the  arrival  of 
the  tea  ship.  Information  being  given  of  that,  the 
price  of  tea  was  suddenly  advanced,  thotigh  it  ms 
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owing  to  A  general  scarcity  of  that  articlet  yet  all 
the  possessors  of  tea,  in  order  to  give  strength  to 
the  opposition,  readily  agreed  to  reduce  the  price, 
and  sell  what  remained  in  their  hands  at  a  reason- 
able rate.  Nothing  now  remained,  but  to  keep  up 
a  proper  correspondence  and  connection  with  the 
other  colonies,  and  to  take  all  prudent  and. proper 
precautions  on  the  arrival  of  the  tea  ship. 

It  is  not  easy  to  describe  the  anxiety  and  suspense 
of  the  city  in  this  interval.  Sundry  reports  of  her 
arrival  were  received,  which  proved  premature.— 
But  on  Saturday  evening  the  25lh  ult.  an  express 
came  up  from  Chester,  to  inform  the  town,  that 
the  tea  ship,  commanded  by  captain  Ayre^,  with 
her  detested  cargo,  was  arrived  there,  having 
followed  another  ship  up  the  river  so  far. 

The  committee  met  early  the  next  morning,  and 
being  apprized  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Gilbert  Barclay, 
the  other  consignee,  who  came  passenger  in  the 
ship,  they  immediately  went  in  a  body  to  request 
bis  renunciation  of  the  commission.  Mr.  Barclay 
politely  attended  the  committee,  at  the  first  re-, 
q'lest;  and  being  made  acquainted  with  the  senti- 
ments of  the  city,  and  the  danger  to  which  the 
public  liberties  of  America  were  exposed  by  this 
measure,  he,  after  expressing  the  particular  hard- 
ship of  his  situation,  also  resigned  the  commission, 
k  a  manner  which  affected  every  one  present. 

The  committee  then  appointed  three  of  their 
■lembers  to  go  to  Chester,  and  two  others  to 
Gloucester  point,  in  order  to  have  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  meeting  capt.  Ayres,  and  representing 
to  him  the  sense  of  the  public,  respecting  bis 
voyage  and  Ciirg^.  The  gentlemen  who  had  set 
out  for  Chester,  receiving  intelligence  that  the 
vessel  had  weighed  anchor  about  12  o'clock,  and 
proceeded  to  town,  returned.  About  2  o'clock  she 
appeared  in  sight  of  Gloucester  point,  where  a 
number  of  inhabitants  from  the  town  had  assembled 
with  the  gentlemen  from  the  committee.  As  she 
passed  along,  she  was  hailed,  and  the  captain  re- 
quested not  to  proceed  further,  but  to  come  on 
shore.  This  the  captain  complied  with,  and  was 
banded  through  a  lane  made  by  the  people,  to  the 
gentlemen  appointed  to  confer  with  him.  They 
represented  to  him  the  general  sentiments,  toge- 
ther  with  the  danger  and  difliculiies  that  would 
attend  his  refusal  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of 
the  inhabitants;  and  finally  desired  him  to  proceed 
with  them  to  town,  where  he  would  be  more  fully 
informed  of  the  temper  and  resolution  of  the  peo- 
ple*   He  was  accordingly  accompiuited  to  town  by 


a  number  of  persons,  where  he  wm  soon  convinced 
of  the  truth  and  propriety  of  the  reprpsentationi 
which  had  been  made  to  him — and  agreed  that, 
upon  the  desire  of  the  inhabitants  being  publicly 
expressed,  he  would  conduct  himself  accordingly. 
Some  small  rudeness  being  offered  to  the  captain 
afterwards  in  the  street,  by  some  boys,  several 
gentlemen  interpofied,  and  suppressed  it  before  be 
received  the  least  injury.  Upon  an  hour's  notice 
on  Monday  morning,  a  public  meeting  was  called, 
and  the  state-house  not  being  sufficient  to  hold 
the  numbers  assembled,  they  adjourned  into  the 
square.  This  meeting  is  allowed  by  all  to  be  the 
most  respec  able,  both  in  the  numbers  and  rank  of 
those  who  attended  it,  that  has  been  known  in  thta 
city.  After  a  short  introduction,  the  following 
resolutions  were  not  only  agreed  to,  but  the  public 
approbation  testified  in  the  warmast  manner. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  tea,  on  board  the  ship 
Polly,  captain  Ayres,  shall  not  be  lan^ied. 

2.  That  captain  Ayres  shall  neither  enter  nor 
report  his  vessel  at  the  custom-house. 

3.  That  captain  Ayres  shall  carry  back  the  tea 
immediately. 

4.  That  captain  Ayres  shall  immediately  send  a 
pilot  on  board  bis  vessel,  with  orders  to  take  charge 
of  her,  and  proceed  to  Reedy-island  next  high 
water. 

5.  That  the  captain  shall  be  allowed  to  stay  in 
town  till  to-morrow,  to  provide  necessaries  for  hb 
voyage. 

6.  Tliat  he  shall  then  be  obliged  to  leave  the  town 
and  proceed  to  his  vessel,  and  make  the  best  of  his 
way  out  of  our  river  and  bay. 

7.  That  a  committee  of  four  gentlemen  be  ap. 
pointed  to  see  these  resolves  carried  into  execu- 
tion. 

The  assembly  were  then  informed  of  the  spirit 
and  resolution  of  New- York,  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  and  the  conduct  of  the  people  of  Boston, 
whereupon  it  was  unanimously  resolved —  ^ 

That  this  assembly  highly  approve  of  the  con- 
duct  and  spirit  of  the  people  of  New-York  Char- 
leston, and  Boston,  and  return  their  hearty  tlianks 
to  the  people  of  Boston  for  their  resolution  in 
destroying  the  tea,  rather  than  suffering  it  to  be ' 
landed. 

The  whole  business  was  conducted  with  a  de- 
corum ami  order  worthy  the  imporunce  of  tike. 
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cause.  Ciiptain  Ayrfa  being  present  at  this  meet- 
ing, solemnly  and  publicly  engnged,  that  he  would 
literally  comply  with  the  sense  of  the  city,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  above  resolutions. 

A  proper  supply  of  necessaries  and  fresh  pro- 
visions being  then  procured,  in  about  two  hours 
the  tea  ship  weighed  anchor  from  Gloucester-point, 
where  she  Uy  within  sight  of  the  town,  and  has 
proceeded,  with  her  whole  cargo,  on  her  return  to 
the  East -India  company. 

1  he  public  think  the  conduct  of  those  gentle- 
men, whose  goods  are  returned  on  board  the  tea 
ship,  ought  not  to  pass  unnoticed,  as  they  have, 
upon  this  occasion,  generously  sacrificed  their 
private  hiterest  to  the  public  good. 

Thua  this  important  affair,  in  which  there  has 
been  so  glorious  an  exertion  of  public  virtue  and 
f  plrity  has  been  brought  to  a  happy  issue;  by  which 
the  force  of  » law  so  obstinately  persisted  in,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  national  commerce,  for  the  sake 
of  the  principle  on  which  it  ia  founded,  (a  right  of 
ttxing  the  Americans  without  their  consent)  has 
been  eflVctually  broken— and  the  foundations  of 
Amtrlcan  liberty  more  deeply  laid  than  ever. 

AaHi?OLXB,  Jvne  9, 1774- 

At  a  meeting  of  a  considerable  number  of  the 
magistrates,  and  other  the  most  respectable 
mhabitants  of  Queen-Anne's  county,  at  Queen's 
town,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  May,  1774,  in  or- 
der  to  deliberate  upon  the  tendency  and  effect 
of  the  act  of  parliament  for  blocking  up  the  port 
and  harbor  of  Boston. 

Duly  considering  and  deeply  affected  with  the 
prospect  of  the  unhappy  situation  of  Great  Britain 
and  British  America,  under  any  kind  of  disunion, 
this  meeting  think  themselves  obliged,  by  all  the 
ties  which  ever  ought  to  preserve  a  firm  union 
amongst  Americans,  as  speedily  as  possible  to 
make  known  their  sentiments  to  their  distressed 
brethren  of  Boston;  and  therefore  publish  to  the 
worldy 

That  they  look  upon  the  cause  of  Boston  in  its 
conaequences  to  be  the  common  eause  of  America. 

That  the  act  of  parliament  for  blocking  up  the 
port  and  harbor  of  Boston,  appears  to  them  a  cruel 
and  oppressive  invasion  of  their  natural  rights,  as 
mtn,  and  constitutional  rights  as  English  subjects, 
and  if  not  repealed,  will  be  a  foundatbn  for  the 
UtUr  destructioa  of  Anerican  freedom. 


That  all  legal  and  conatitutional  means  ought  to 
be  used  by  all  America,  for  procuring  a  repeal 
the  said  act  of  parliament. 

That  the  only  effectual  means  of  obtaining  sutel 
repeal,  they  are  at  present  of  opinion,  is  an 
tion,  under  the  strongest  ties,  for  breaking  off  all 
commercial  connections  with  Great  BritaiOt  until 
the  said  act  of  parliament  be  repealed,  and  the 
right  assumed  by  parliament  for  taxing 
in  all  cote*  -whaiioever^  be  given  up,  and  Am 
freedom  ascertained  and  settled  upon  a  perauneni 
constitutional  foundation. 

That  the  most  practicable  mode  of  forming  trn 
an  effectual  association,  they  conceive  to  be  a  g 
neral  meeting  of  the  gentlemen,  who  are  already 
or  shall  be  appointed  committees,  to  form  an  Ame- 
rican intercourse  and  correspondence  upoa  thia 
most  interesting  occasion. 

That  in  the  mean  time  they  will  form  such  par* 
(ieular  associations  aslo  them, shall  seem  effeetiiali' 
yet  profeasing  themselves  ready  to  join  in  any 
reasonable  general  one  that  may  be  deriaed  aa 
aforesaid. 

That  these  sentiments  he  immediately  forwarded 
to  be  printed  ki  the  Maryland  and  Pennajlraiua 
Gazettes. 

That  Edward  Tilghman,  Solomon  Wrigbt,  Tiff^ 
but  Wright,  John  Browne,  Ricliard  Tilghman 
Farle,  James  Hollyday,  Thomas  Wright,  Williaiii 
Hemsley,  Adam  Gray,  Clement  Sewell,  Richard 
Tilghman,  James  Kent,  John  Kerr,  James  Bordley, 
and  William  Bruff,  be  a  committee  of  correspon- 
dence and  intercourse,  until  some  alteration  is 
made  in  this  appointment  by  a  more  general  meet^ 
ing. 

Attested  by — 

JAMES  EARLE,  elk.  com. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  freeholderf,  gentlemen, 
merchants,  tradesmen,  and  other  inbabitanta  oT 
Baltimore  county,  held  at  the  court  houae  of 
the  said  cotmty,  on  Tuesday  the  31ft  of  May, 
1774, 
Captain  Chaxlxs  Ridoslt,  cA<iimiaii— 

I.  Jietolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meet- 
ng,  that  the  town  of  Boston  Is  now  suffering  in 
the  common  cause  of  America,  and  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  colony  in  America  to  unite  in  the 
most  effectual  means  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  late 
Hct  of  parliament  for  blocking  up  the  harbor  of 
Bofton.— Distentient  three. 
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II.  Tha*^  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  tbat  if)  directed  to  their  committee  of  correspondence. 


be  colonies  come  into  a  joint  renolution  to  stop 
ftportations  from,  and  ezportations  to  Great  Bri- 
lin  and  the  West-Tndies,  until  the  act  for  block- 
ig  up  the  harbor  of  Boston  be  repealed,  the  same 
my  be  the  me^.ns  of  preserrinf^  North  America  in 
tr  liberties. — Dissentient  three. 

'UT.  That  therefore  the  inhabitants  of  this  countjr 
ill  join  in  an  association  with  the  several  count ies 
this  province  and  the  principal  colonies  in  Ame- 
ca,  to  put  a  stop  to  exports  to  Great  Britain  and 
le  Weat -Indies,  after  the  first  day  of  October 
FXt,  or  such  other  day  as  may  be  agrrecd  on,  and 
»  put  a  stop  to  the  imports  from  Great  Britain 
fter  the  first  day  of  December  next,  or  such  other 
ay  at  may  be  a((reed  upon,  until  the  said  act  shall 
e  repealed,  and  that  such  association  shall  be  upon 
alb.— Dissentient  nine. 

TV.  Unanimously. — That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Beeting,  that  as  the  most  effectual  means  of  uniting 


and  be  also  published  in  the  Maryland  Gazette,  to 
evince  to  all  the  world  the  sense  they  entertain  of 
the  invasion  of  their  constitutiontl  rights  and  li- 
berties. 

yil.  That  the  chairman  be  desired  to  return  the 
thanks  of  this  meeting  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
committee  of  correspondence  from  Annapolis,  for 
their  polite  personal  attendance  in  consequence  of 
an  invitation  by  the  committee  of  correspondence 
for  Baltiraore*town. 

Signed  per  order, 

WILUAM  LUX,  clerk. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  very  considerable  and  respect- 
able body  of  the  inhabitants  of  Anne-Arundel 
county,  inclusive  of  those  of  the  city  of  Anna- 
polis, on  Saturday  the  4th  day  of  June,  1774, 

Mr.  Brice  Thomas  Beale  Worthington,  moderator. 
I.  Hetohted,  unanimously.  That  it  is  the  opinion 

of  this  meeting,  that  the  town  of  Boston  is  now 


11  parts  of  this  province  m  such  association,  as      ^   .       .     ^.  .... 

^      '  ,  «  ,        .     ^  .^  suffenng  in  the  common  cause  of  America,  and 


roposed,  a  general  congress  of  deputies  from  each 
ounty  be  held  at  Annapolis,  at  such  time  as  may 
^  agreed  upon;  and  that,  if  agreeable  to  the  sense 
F'our  sister  Cfdonies,  delegates  shall  be  appointed 
"^m  this  province  to  attend  a  general  congress  of 
legates  from  the  other  colonies,  at  such  time  and 
l-atce  as  shall  be  agreed  on,  in  order  to  settle  and 
s^ablish  a  general  plan  of  conduct  for  the  impor- 
kstt  purposes  aforementioned. 

T.  Unanimously — That  the  inhabitants  of  this 
^^nty  will,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
fc«t  this  province  ought  to  break  off  all  trade  and 
^talings  with  that  colony,  province  or  town,  which 
^«ll  decline  or  refuse  to  come  into  similar  resolu- 
^M  with  a  majority  of  the  colonies. 

TL  Thatcapt.  Charles  Ridgely,  Charles  Ridgely, 
•^  of  John,  Walter  Tolley,  jun.  Thomas  Cockey 
Ve,  William  Lux,  Robert  Alexander,  Samnel  Pur- 
•^nee,  jun.  John  Moale,  Andrew  Buchanan,  and 
«orge  Risteau,  be  a  committee  to  attend  a  gene- 
k^  meeting  at  Annapolis.  And  that  the  same  gen- 
^men,  together  with  John  Smith,  Thomas  Harri* 
^  V,  William  Buchanan,  Benjamin  Nicholson,  Tho- 
^  SoUars,  William  Smith,  James  Gittings,  Rich 
^  Moale,  Jonathan  Plowman,  and  William  Spear, 
^  a  committee  of  correspondence  to  receive  and 
*«wer  all  letters,  and  on  any  emergency,  to  call  a 
literal  meetmg,  and  that  any  six  of  the  number 
^T*  power  to  act. 

Tn.  That  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  be  trans> 
^^Ucd  to  the  several  coooties  of  this  province, 


that  it  is  incumbent  on  every  colony  in  America 
to  unite  in  effectual  means  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the 
late  act  of  parliament  for  blocking  up  the  harbor 
of  Boston. 

II.  Beiolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meet- 
ing, that  if  the  colonies  come  into  a  joint  resolution 
to  stop  all  importations  from,  and  exportations  to 
Great  Britain,  and  the  West-Indies,  till  the  said 
act  be  repealed,  the  same  will  be  the  most  effectual 
means  to  obtam  a  repeal  of  the  said  act,  and  pre* 
serve  North  America  and  her  liberties. 

III.  Reholved  therefore,  unanimously,  That  tlie 
inhabitants  of  this  county  will  join  in  an  associa- 
tion with  the  several  counties  in  this  province,  and 
the  principal  colonies  in  America,  to  put  a  stop  to 
exports  to  Great  BriUin,  and  the  West-Lidies,  af^er 
the  9th  day  of  October  next,  or  such  other  day  aa 
may  be  agreed  on,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  the  imports 
of  goodsa  not  already  ordered,  and  of  those  ordered 
that  shall  not  be  shipped  from  Great  Britain  by 
the  20ih  day  of  July  next,  or  such  other  day  as  may 
be  agreed  on,  until  the  said  act  shall  be  repealed, 
and  that  such  assocation  be  on  oath. 

IV.  Resolved,  That  as  remittances  can  be  made 
only  from  exports,  after  stopping  the  exports  to 
Great  Britain  and  the  West-Indies,  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  very  many  of  the  people  of  this  pro- 
vince who  are  possessed  of  valuable  property,  im- 
mediately  to  pay  off  their  debU,  and  therefore  it 
lis  the  opinion  of  this  meetmg,  the  gentlemen  cf 
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the  law  ought  to  bring  no  suit  for  the  recovery 
of  any  debt,  due  from  any  inbabiUnts  of  this 
proviiKe,  to  any  inhabitant  of  Great  Britain,  until 
that  said  act  be  repealed;  and  further,  that  they 
ouGTht  not  to  bring  suit  for  the  recovery  of  any 
debt,  due  to  any  inhabitant  of  this  province,  except 
10  such  cases  where  the  debtor  is  guilty  of  a  wilfiil 
deUy  in  payment^  having  ability  to  pay,  or  is  about 
to  abscond  or  remove  his  effects,  or  is  wasting  his 
•ubstance,  or  shall  refuse  to  settle  his  account 

V.  Retohoed,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meet- 
ing, that  a  congress  of  deputies  from  the  several 
counties,  to  be  held  at  Annapolis  as  soon  as  con- 
leniently  may  be,  will  be  the  most  speedy  and 
effectual  means  of  uniting  all  the  parts  of  this 
province  in  such  association  as  proposed^  and  that, 
if  agreeable  to  the  sense  of  our  sister  colonies, 
delegates  ought  to  be  appointed  from  this  province 
to  attend  a  general  congress  of  deputies  from  the 
other  colonies,  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be 
agreed  on,  to  effect  unity  in  a  wiac  and  prudent  plan 
for  the  forementioned  purpose. 

VI.  Retoboedt  unanimously,  That  the  inhabitants 
of  this  county  will,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
meeting,  that  the  province  ought  to  break  off  all 
trade  and  dealings  with  that  colony,  province,  or 
town,  which  shall  decline  or  refuse  to  come  into 
f  imiUr  resolutions  with  a  majority  of  the  colonies. 

VII.  Retolved,  That  Brice  Thomas  Beale  Wor- 
thington,  Charles  Carroll,  barrister,  John  Hall, 
William  Paca,  Samuel  Chase,  Thomas  Johnson, 
jun.  Matthias  Hammond,  Thoman  Sprigg,  Samuel 
Chev,  John  Weems,  Thomas  Dorsey,  Rezin  Ham- 
moncl,  John  Hood,  jun.  be  a  committee  to  attend 
a  genecal  meeting  at  Annapolis,  and  of  corres- 
pondence, to  receive  and  answer  all  letters,  and 
on  any  emergency  to  call  a  general  meeting,  and 
that  any  six  of  the  number  have  power  to  act. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolves  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  committees  of  the  several  coimties  of 
this  province,  and  be  also  published  in  the  Mary- 
land Gizette. 

By  order,         JOHN  DUCKETT  elk.  com. 

Nbw-Yok,  July  7,  1774. 
On  Monday  evening  the  committee  met,  and 
nominated  five  gentlemen  as  delegates  at  the  grand 
tiongress  on  the  first  of  next  September,  who  are 
to  be  proposed  to  the  citizens  summoned  to  assem- 
ble this  day  at  12  o'clock,  at  the  city  hall,  for  their 
approbation;  or  to  make  such  alterations  as  may 
l:'e  agreed  upon. 


At  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  tb 
city  of  New- York,  convened  in  the  fields,  b 
public  advertisement,  on  Wednesday  the  6th  o 
July,  1774, 

Mb.  ALsxAHDsm  M^DotroiLi.,  chairman— 
The  busmess  of  the  meeting  being  fully  eiplaii 
ed  by  the  chairman,  and  the  dangerous  tendency 
of  the  numerous  and  vile  arts  used  by  the  enemlc 
of  America,  to  divide  and  diatract  ber  couneils,  a 
well  aa  the  misrepresentations  of  the  virtuoa 
intentions  of  the  citizens  of  this  metropolis,  in  thi 
interesting  and  alarming  state  of  the  libertiea  o 
America,  the  following  resolutions  were  twaci 
read,  and  the  question  being  separately  put  oi 
each  of  them,  they  were  passed  without  one  dii 
sentient. 


1st.  Resolved,  nem.  cen.  That  the  statute 
monly  called  the  Boston  port  act,  is  oppressive  U 
the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  unconstitutional  ii 
its  principles,  and  dangerous  to  the  libertiea  o 
British  America;  and  that,  therefore,  we  considei 
our  brethren  at  Boston,  as  now  suffering  in  th4 
common  cause  of  these  colonies. 

2d.  Retohedf  nem,  con.  That  any  attack  oi 
attempt  to  abridge  the  liberties,  or  invade  the  coo 
stitulion  of  any  of  our  sister  colonies,  is  immediatd] 
an  attack  upon  the  liberties  and  constitution  of  all 
the  Britbh  colonies. 

3d.  Reeolved,  nem.  con.'  That  the  shutting  up  oi 
any  of  the  porta  in  America,  with  intent  to  exact 
from  Americans,  a  submission  to  parliamentarj 
taxations,  or  extort  a  reparation  of  private  injuries, 
is  highly  unconstitutional,  and  subversive  of  the 
commercial  rights  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  cott 
tinent. 

4th.  Retolved,  nem,  con.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  meeting,  that  if  the  principal  colonies  on  this 
continent,  shall  come  into  a  joint  resolution,  to 
stop  all  importation  from,  and  exportation  to  Great 
Britain,  till  the  act  of  parliament  for  blocking  up 
the  harbor  of  Boston  be  repealed,  the  saniC  will 
prove  the  salvation  of  North  America  and  her  liberw 
ties,  and  that,  on  the  other  band,  if  they  cDatinue 
their  exports  and  imports,  there  is  great  reason  to 
fear  that  fraud,  power,  and  ibe  most  odious  op- 
pression, will  rise  triumphant  over  right,  justice, 
soeial  happiness,  and  freedom: — Therefore, 

5th.  Resolved,  nem,  con.  That  the  deputies  who 
shall  represent  this  colony  in  the  congress  of  Ame- 
riCAn  deputies,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  about 
ihe  first  of  September  next,  are  hereby  instructed, 
empowered,  and  directed  to  engage  with  a  ma- 
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jority  of  the  principal  colonies,  to  agree,  for  this 
city,  upon  a  non- importation  from  Great  Britain, 
of  all  goods.  Wares  and  merchandizes,  until  the  act 
for  blocking  up  the  harbor  of  Boston  be  repealed, 
and  American  grievances  be  redressed;  and  also 
to  agree  to  all  such  other  measures  as  the  con- 
gress shall,  in  their  wisdom,  judge  advansive  of 
these  great  objects,  and  a  general  security  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  America. 

6th.  Resolved,  nem,  con.  That  this  meetmg  will 
abide  by,  obey,  and  observe  all  such  resolutions, 
determinations,  and  measures,  which  the  congress 
aforesaid  shall  come  into,  and  direct  or  recom- 
mend to  be  done,  for  obtaining  and  securing  the 
important  ends  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions. And  that  an  engagement  to  this  effect  be 
immediately  entered  into  and  sent  to  the  congress, 
to  evioca  to  them,  our  readiness  and  determina- 
tion to  co-operate  with  our  sister  colonies,  for  the 
relief  of  our  distressed  brethren  of  Boston,  ss  well 
as  for  the  aecurity  of  our  common  rights  and  pri- 
vileges. 

7tb.  Rctolved,  nem.  csn.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  meeting,  that  it  would  be  proper  for  every 
eoonly  in  the  colony,  without  delay,  to  send  two 
deputies,  chosen  by  the  people,  or  from  the  com- 
mittee,  chosen  by  them  in  each  county,  to  bold, 
in  conjunction  with  deputies  for  this  city  and 
county,  a  convention  for  the  colony  (on  a  day  to 
be  appointed)  in  order  to  elect  a  proper  number  of 
deputieBy  to  represent  the  colony  in  the  general 
congress:  but  that,  if  the  counties  shall  conceive 
this  mode  impracticable,  or  inexpedient,  they  be 
requested  to  give  their  approbation  to  the  deputies 
who  ihall  be  choaen  for  this  city  and  couoiy,  to 
represent  the  colony  in  congress. 

8th.  Refhid,  nem,  con.  That  a  subseripiion 
ibould  immediately  be  set  on  foot,  for  the  relief 
of  such  poor  inhabitants  of  Boston  ss  are,  or  may 
be  deprived  of  the  means  of  subsistence,  by  the 
operation  of  the  act  of  parliament  for  stopping  up 
the  port  of  Boston,  The  money  which  shall  arisi 
from  such  subscription,  to  be  laid  out  as  the  ciiy 
committee  of  correspondence  shall  think  will  best 
answer  the  end  proposed. 

9th.  Retolvedt  nem,  con.  That  the  city  comOiittee 
of  correspondence  be,  and  they  are  hereby  instruct- 
ed to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  carry  these 
resolutions  into  execution. 

Ordered,  That  theae  resolutions  be  printed  in 

tl^  public  newspapers  of  this  eity,  and  transmitted  J    *lilackstone,  237. 


f0  the  different  counties  in  this  colony,  and  to  thof 
committees  of  correspondence,  for  the  neighboring 
eoloniea. 

Pbiladslpbta,  July  23, 1^74. 
T*he   committee  chooen   by   the   oeveral  countiet  in 
Pennoylvama,  having  brought  in  a  draught  of  in* 
etructionot  the  lame  -were  debated  and  ^mended,  and 
being  agreed  to,  -were  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the 
chairman.     The  committee  in  a  body  then  waited 
on  the  assembly,  and  presented  the  same. 
GsvTLEXKif. — The  dissenUons   between   Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies  on  this  continent,  com- 
mencing  about  ten  years  ago,  since  continually 
increasing,  and  at  length  grown  to  such  an  excess 
as  to  involve  the  latter  in  deep  distress  iind  danger^ 
have  excited  the  good  people  of  this  province  to 
take  into  their  serious  consideration  the  present 
situation  of  public  affairs. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  seversl  counties  qualified 
to  vote  at  elections,  being  assembled  on  due  notice^ 
have  appointed  us  their  deputies;  and  in  conse^ 
quence  thereof,  we  being  in  provincial  committee 
met,  esteem  it  our  indispensable  duty,  in  pursuance 
of  the  tmst  reposed  in  us,  to  give  you  such  instruc- 
tions as,  at  this  important  period,  appear  to  us  i% 
be  proper. 

We,  speaking  in  their  names  and  our  own,  ac- 
knowledge ourselves  liege  subjects  of  his  majesty 
kiag  George  the  third,  to  whom  "we  will  be  faith- 
ful and  bear  true  allegiance.' 
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Our  judgments  and  affections  attach  us,  with 
inviolable  loyalty,  to  his  msjesty's  person,  family 
and  government. 

We  acknowledge  the  prerogatives  of  the  so- 
vereign, among  which  are  included  the  great  pow- 
eisof  mskiiig  peace  and  war,  treaties,  leagues  and 
allisnees  binding  tit^of  appointing  all  officers, 
except  in  cases  where  other  provision  is  made,  by 
grants  from  the  crown,  or  laws  approved  by  the 
crown— of  confirming  or  annulling  every  act  of  our 
askeiTibly  within  the  allowed  time— and  of  hearing 
and  determining  finally,  in  council,  appeals  from 
our  courts  of  justice.  'The  prerogatives  are 
limited,*'*  as  a  learned  judge  observes,  *'by 
bounds  so  certain  and  notorious,  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  exceed  them,  without  the  consent  of  the 
people  on  the  one  har<d,  or  without,  on  the  other, 
it  violation  of  that  original  contract,  which,  in  all 
states  impliedly,  and  m  ours  niost  expressly,  sub« 
ftists  between  the  prince  and  subject. — For  these 
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prerogatives  are  vested  in  the  crown /or  the  wpport 
of  9ociehff  and  do  not  intrench  any  further  on  our 
fiaturai  liberties,  than  is  expedient  for  the  m&inten 
'anee  of  our  civil.** 

But  it  if  our  misfortune,  that  we  are  compelled 
loudly  to  call  your  attention  to  the  consideration 
of  another  power,  totally  different  in  kind,  limited, 
as  it  is  alleged,  by  no  <*bounds,"  and  **< wearing  a 
DBoat  dreadful  aspect"  with  regard  to  America. 
We  mean  the  power  claimed  by  parliament,  of 
right,  to  bind  the  people  of  these  colonies  by 
statutes,  **tm  all  casts  WHATSOxvan.**— A  power, 
ts  we  are  not,  and,  from  local  circumstances,  can- 
net  be  represented  there,  utterly  subversive  of  our 
natural  and  civil  liberties— past  events  and  reason 
convincing  us,  that  there  never  existed,  and  never 
can  exist,  a  state  thui  subordinate  to  another,  and 
yet  retaining  the  sllghtests  portion  of  freedom  or 
happiness. 

The  import  of  the  words  above  quoted  needs  no 
detcant;  for  the  wit  of  man,  as  we  apprehend,  can* 
not  possibly  form  a  more  clear,  concise,  and  com- 
prehensive dejiniticn  and  eentence  of  slavery,  than 
these  expressions  contain. 

This  power,  claimed  by  Great  Britain,  and  the 
late  attempts  to  exercise  it  over  these  colonies, 
present  to  our  view  two  events,  one  of  which  must 
inevitably  take  place,  if  she  shall  continue  to  insist 
on  her  pretensions.  Either,  the  colonists  will  sink 
from  the  rank  of  freemen  into  the  class  of  slaves, 
overwhelmed  with  all  the  miseries  and  vices, 
proved  by  the  history  of  mankind  to  be  inseparably 
annexed  to  that  deplorable  condition— or,  if  they 
have  sense  and  virtue  enough  to  exert  themselves 
in  striving  to  avoid  this  perdition,  they  must  be 
involved  in  an  opposition,  dreadful  even  in  con- 
templation. 

Aimor,  juitice,  and  humanity  call  upon  us  to  hold, 
and  to  transmit  to  our  posterity,  that  liberty  which 
we  received  from  our  ancestors.  It  is  not  our  duty 
to  leave  wealth  to  our  children;  but  it  is  our  duly 
.to  leave  liberty  to  them.  No  infamy,  iniquity, 
or  cruelty,  can  exceed  our  own,  if  we,  bom  and 
.^i1  misted  in  a  country  of  freedom,  entitled  to  its 
blessings,  and  knowing  their  v^lue,  pusillanimously 
deserting  the  post  assigned  us  by  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, surrender  succeeding  generations  to  a 
condition  of  wretchedness,  from  which  no  human 
efforts,  in  all  probability,  will  be  sufficient  to 
extricate  tliem;  the  experience  of  all  states  mourn- 
fully  demonstrating  to  us,   that  when  arbitrary 

♦Ibid.  270. 


power  has  been  established  over  them,  even  the 
wisest  and  bravest  nations,  that  ever  flourish ed^ 
have,  in  a  few  years,  degenerated  into  abject  and 
wretched  vassals. 

So  alarming  are  the  measures  already  taken  for 

Uying  the  foundation  of  a  despotic  authority  of 

Great  Britain  over  us,  and  with  such  artful  and 

incessant  vigilance  is  the  plan  prosecuted,  that 

unless  the  present  generation  can  interrupt  the 

work,  while  it  it  going  forward,  can  it  be  imagined, 

that  our  children,  debilitated  by  our  imprudence 

and  supineness,  will  be  able  to  overthrow  it  wAen 

completed?  populous  and  powerful  as  these  coloniea 

may  grow,  they  will  still  find  arbitrary  dominatiov 

not  only  streng^ening  with  their  strength,  but 

exceeding,  in  the  swiftness  of  its  progression,  as 

it  ever  has  done,  all  the  artless  advantages  that 

can  accrue  to  the  governed.    These  advance  with 

a  regularity,  which   the  Divine  Author  of  our 

existence  has  impressed  on  the  laudable  pursuits 

of  his  creatures:  but  despotism,  unchecked  and 

unbounded  by  any  laws— never  satisfied  with  wbat 

has  been  done,  while  sny  thing  remains  to  be  done, 

for  the  accomplishment  of  its  purposes— confiding^ 

and  capable  of  confiding  only,  in  the  annihilation 

of  all  opposition— holds  its  course  with  such  unabat* 

ing  and  destructive  rapidity,  that  the  world  hat 

become  its  prey,  and  at  this  day.  Great  Britain  and 

her  dominions  excepted,  there  is  scarce  a  spot  on 

the  globe  inhabited  by  civilized  nations,  where  the 

vestiges  of  freedom  are  to  be  observed. 

To  us,  therefore,  it  appears,  at  this  aUrming 
period,  our  duty  to  God,  to  our  cotmtry,  to  our- 
selves, and  to  our  posterity,  to  exert  our  utmost 
abilities,  in  promoting  and  establishing  harmony 
between  Great  Britain  and  these  colonies*  •«  a 

COHSTrTCnOXAI.  rOUHDATIOV. 

For  attaining  this  great  and  desirable  end,  we 
request  you  as  soon  as  you  meet,  to  appoint  a  pro- 
per number  of  persons  to  attend  a  congress  of 
deputies  from  the  several  colonies,  appointed,  or 
to  be  appointed,  by  the  representatives  of  the  peo-^ 
pie  of  the  colonies  respectively,  in  assembly  or 
convention,  or  by  delegates  chosen  by  the  counties 
generally  in  the  respective  colonies,  and  met  i» 
provincial  committee,  at  snoh  time  and  place  as^ 
shall  be  generally  agreed  on:  and  that  the  deputies 
from  this  province  may  be  mduced  and  encouraged 
to  concur  in  such  measures,  as  may  be  devised 
for  the  common  welfare,  we  think  it  proper,  par- 
ticularly to  inform  you  how  far,  we  apprehend, 
they  will  be  supported  in  their  conduct  by  tiieir 
constituents. 
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The  luumed  parlUmtnUry  power  i 
legitUticn,  Rnd  tbe  pbwcr  of  Mpitiiilni 
of  tite  n'erciied,  *nd  d«ki|rned  to  be 
we  are  thorniigMy  convinced,  witi  prove  unriiling 
and  plenliral  aourcei  of  diitenlioni  lo  our  mother 
bountt?  and  theie  coloniei,  unlen  inme  ripediei 
cm  be  adopted  to  render  her  lecute  <if  receivi 
from  ui  every  emolument  that  cm,  in  jixlice  ■ 
reiton,  be  ckprcted,  and  ui  secut-t  in  our  liv 
libcTtiet^propertiei,  andaaequitableahareol  GO 
anetbe. 

Mouitirully  revolving  im  oar  mindi  tbe  calii 
tiei  tbat,  ariiiog  from  thcae  diairolltiiii,  will  mr 
probably  fall  on  ui  or  our  Ehildren,  we  will  ni 
lay  btfbre  you  Uir  pHrticulir  piiinta  we  reitiicat  of 
yi>u  lo  procure,  if  poailblr,  lo  be  finally  decided: 
and  the  ueuurea  ibat  appear  to  ui  ino«l  likely  to 
jiroduce  lach  ■  deairable  period  of  our  iliaireiiieH 
and  danger*.    ^Vc  ihcrefure  dctire  of  you— 

Friit.  TTi»t  the  deputies  you  appoint,  may  be 
inslmcted  by  you  atrcnuoualy  lo  exert  iheinxivea, 
U  the  ensuing  cbngreu,  to  obtain  ■  renunciation, 
on  the  part  of  Great  Briuin,  of  all  power*  under 
theitatutettf  the  :}Sih  of  Henry  the  eighth,  chapter 
the  ^—of  all  pbwEk^  of  internal  legi 
impoaiDg  taxei  or  dutiei,  internal  or  eit 
nf  rrguUling  trade^  except  with  respect  to  any 
new  artldea  ofcominerce,  vVichihe  coloniea  niaj 
kcreaf^er  raiie,  aa  tilk,  wine,  &c.  reaecving  ■  ri^h 
to  carry  theae  from  one  colony  to  anollier — a  rtpirs 
of  all  itatulM  furqtiarteringtronpiinlliEcolDriie* 
Br  aubjecting  them  to  any  espenie  on  account  o 
Meli  troopa— of  all  atalutra  iniponing  <\uUt%  to  bi 
piid  In  the  eoloniea,  that  were  pussed  at  ihi 
■teeaiion  of  bii  pretent  majeaty  or  before  thii 
linn:  which  every  period  Iball  be  judged  moti 
Mv'ueable^-of  the  elatutea  giving  the  couni  or 
kdntirally  In  the  colonie*  greater  power  tli 
•*■  admiralty  have  in  Ei)gl*nd— oFthe  aiatute*  of 
U««  5lh  of  George  the  aecond,  chapter  the  33d, 
Kn^BfiheSSdiOfGeorgto  the  teconil,  chapi 
^^  ill— of  tbe  atatute  for  ahulling  up  the  pnrl  of 
of  ever}'  other  atitute  pjrticularly  if- 


I«r 


iiing  the  province  of  >Mahtacbu*eUi-Ba},  plated 


**'*    Jht  laat  aeaaton  of  parliament. 

In  caae  of.obtalning  theae  terflii,  it  is  our  opi- 
'^^^^■i,  that  it' will  be  reaumable  fbr  (he  colonies  to 
^^^(age  their  obedience  to  the  act*  ofparliimeni, 
^^Wmonly  called  llie  acts  of  navigution,  and  to 
^^'vry  other  act  of  pirliainent  declared  to  have 
"**^ei  at  this  time,  in  theae  eoloniea,  oilier  than 
^Ufe  above  mentioned,  and  (o  coufirm  tiuclj  au'luteft 
3J. 


by  acta  of  the  seveml  aMentbliei.  It  is  also  our 
opinion,  that,  taking  example  from  our  moiher 
country,  in  ibolithiiig  tbe  "courta  of  warda  ani^ 
tenures  in  capilr,  and  by  Icnights  serrine 
and  purver.ince,"  it  will  be  rrssnnable  tor  tbe 
t^olonie*.  in  cste  «f.obiaining  the  terms  before 
mcniionrd,  10  leltl^  a  certain  annual  revenue  on 
Ilia  tnajealy,  his  heirs  and  BuccesBnra,-iiihject  to 
the  conlrnl  i>f  parliament,  and  to  satisfy  alt  damage* 
done  to  tlie  ^aat-India  company. 

Tliis  our  idea  of  aettling  a  revenue,  arise*  from  a 

aenae  of  d'lty  to  oiir  sovereign  and  esteem  fiir  our 

mother  country.    We  know  and  have  felt  the  hene- 

fiti  of  aiibordinate  conneiion  with  her.    We  nei- 

»re  ii  stupid  a*  to  be  ignorant  of  tlicin,  nor 

n|iiii  ai  to  deny  them.     We  have  alio  ex- 

cnced  the  pleaaures  of  gr.tiiude  and  love,  m  ; 

a>  adranlages  from  that  cnnuearon.    The  iin> 

siona  are  not  yet  er.snl.    We  consider  her 

jmalances  ivith  tender  concern.     We  liave  not 

lioii.lly  called  upon. 


lu  ■■slat  her  to  the  uimosi  oi  our  aotiiiieei  inio- 
much  thai  ihe  has  j^idged  it  reasunabte  to  make 
US  recompensea  lor  ouroveratraned  exerlionai  and 
we  now  think  we  ought  to  contribute  more  than 
we  do,  to  the  alleviation  of  her  burtliena. 

Whatever  may  be  aaid  of  theae  propoaal*  on 
Uier  ai.le  of  the  Atlantic,  this  itnol  ■  time,  either 
for  timidi'.y  or  raahnesn.  We  perfectly  know,  that 
ihc  great  cause  new  agiiaied,  ia  to  be  conducted 
lo  a  hiippy  conclusion,  only  by  that  well  tempered 
composition  of  cuunaels.  with  firmness,  prudence, 
loyalty  to  our  sovereii^,  respect  to  our  parent 
itaie,  and  aJl'caiion  lo  our  native  country,  united. 

By  auch  a  compact,  Great  Britain  will  secure 
;vtry  benefit,  that  the  parliameniMry  wis^lom  of 
igea  hiu  tliought  proper  to  attach  In  her.    ^\«« 


s'.all  c 


locarry 


»  of  c 


ce,  the   eiLporta-.ion  of  which  hpr  poliey  has 

light  fit  lo  coajSiu  M  keritl/.     H'Uh  nul.  paru  ef 

martd  aiili,,  a*  ithe  haa  appointed  ua  to  deal,  w*e    ' 

!ihall  continue  to  deal*  and  nich  eammailidti  tiil^,  as 

has  pFimiiied  us  lo  bring  from  them,  we  shall 

tiiue  to  bring.    ■Ihe  exectiUve  and   ctilnSof 

r-Jtr  iif  the  crown  »iil  retain  their  present  fuU 

force  and  operation.     We  shall  conieoiedly  labur  • 

"  ■  her  (9  ilTectionaie  friendt,   in  time  of  tran. 

illity.  and  cheerfully  spend   for  her,  aa  dutiful 

cAi/i/rru,  our  ireanure  and  our  blood,  in  time  of  War. 


v.iil  recci' 


MttKt  Irea  us,  witbout. 
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the  trouble  or  expense  of  collecting  it— without 
being  constuntly  disturbed  by  complaints  of  gritv- 
•nres  which  she  cannot  justify  and  will  not  redress. 
l*.'.  case  of  T/nr,  or  in  any  emergrncy  of  distress  to 
her,  we  shMll  also  be  ready  and  willing  to  contri 
bute  all  aids  within  our  power:  and  we  soUmnh 
declare,  that  on  such  occasions,  if  we  or  our  pos- 
terity shall  refuse,  neglect  or  decline  thus  to 
rontribute,  it  will  be  a  mean  and  manifest  viola- 
tion of  a  plain  duty,  and  a  weak  and  wicked  deser- 
tion of  the  true  interests  of  this  province,  which 
ever  have  been  and  must  be  bound  up  in  the  pros- 
perity of  our  mother  country.  Our  union,  founded 
on  mutual  compacts  and  mutual  benefits,  will  be 
indissoluble,  at  least  more  firm,  than  an  union  per- 
petually disturbed  by  disputed  right  and  retorted 
injuries. 

SccoxnLT.  If  all  the  terms  abovementioned  can- 


colonies  of  entering  into  agreemen'.s  of  non-im 
portation  and  non-exportation.  We  are  fally  con- 
vinced, that  such  agreements  would  witbbold  ^try 
large  supplies  from  Great  Britain^  and  no  woi 
can  describe  our  contempt  and  abhorrence  of  tbos»  ^ 
colonies,  if  any  such  there  are,  who,  from  a  sordi^^'^ 
and  ill-judged  attachment  to  their  own  immed»t>  «9*^ 
profit,  would  pursue  that,  to  the  injury  of  iheiK.s» 
count r}',  in  this  great  struggle  for  all  the  bloMingg^  w 
of  liberty.  It  would  appear  to  us  a  most  waatefujr^^ 
frugality,  that  would  lose  every  important  poHe»  «»« 
sion  by  too  strict  an  attention  to  small  thinga, 
lose  also  even  these  at  the  last.  For  our  part, 
will  cheerfully  make  any  sacrifice,  when  neeesaar^-nK^fl 
to  preserve  the  freedom  of  our  country  But  otk»  «f . 
considerations  have  weight  with  us.  We  wi^sA-^ 
every  mark  of  respect  to  be  paid  to  hia  maieaty^^  ^ 
administration.  We  have  been  taught  horn  ori 
youth  to  entertain  tender  and  brotherly  afTectio 


not  be  obtamed,  it  is  our  opmion,  that  the  mea  ^.    . 

...  ^  ,.  r  L     ,.  ;for  our  fellow  subjects  at  home.    The  interrupti 

aures  adopted  by  the  congress  t(>r  our  relief  should  I    .  **  _  _  "^ 

never  be  retingnhhed  or  intermitied^  until  those 
relating  to  the  troops— internal  legislation^im- 
position  of  taxes  or  duties  hereafter— the  35th  of 
Henry  the  8th,  chapter  the  2d— the  extension  of 
admiralty  courts,— the  ports  of  Boston,  and  the 
province  of  Massachuse  tsBay,  are  obtained. — 
Kvery  modification  or  quullficRtion  of  these  points, 
in  our  judgment,  shall  be  inadmissible.  To  obtain 
them,  we  think  it  may  be  prudent  to  settle  a  re- 
venue as  abovementioned,  and  to  satisfy  the  East- 
India  company. 


of  our  commerce  must  distress  great  numbers 
them.    This  we  earnestly  debire  to  avoid, 
therefore  request,  that  the  deputies  yoo  shall 
point  may  be  instructed  to  exert  themstlves, 
the  congress,  to  induce  the  members  of  it  to 
sent  to  mkke  a  full  and  precise  state  of  grievano 
and  a  decent  yet  firm  claim  of  redress,  and  to 
the  even:  before  any  other  step  is  taken.    It  ia  o 
opinion,  that  persons  should  be  appointed  and 
home  to  present  this  state  and  claim,  at  the  cot^ 
of  Great  Britain. 


t 


Tbibdlt.  If  neither  of  these  plans  should  be 
ageed  to,  in  congress,  but  some  other  of  a  similar 
nature  shall  be  framed,  though  on  the  terms  of  a 
revenue  and  satisfaction  to  the  East -India  company, 
and  thar.gh  it  shall  be  agreed  by  the  congress  to 
admit  no  modification  or  quallficaiion  in  the  terms 
they  shall  insibt  on,  we  desire  your  deputies  may 
be  instructed  to  concur  with  the  other  deputies  in 
it;  and  \vc  will  accede  to,  and  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion as  far  as  we  can. 

Fourthly.  As  to  the  regulation  of  trade — we 
are  of  opinion,  that  by  making  some  few  amend- 
nients,  the  commerce  of  the  colonies  might  be 
f'ttled  on  a  firm  establishment,  advantageous  to 
Great  llritain  and  them,  requiring  and  subject  to 
nd  future  alterations,  without  mutual  consent.  We 
de!('?re  to  have  this  point  considered  by  the  con- 
gress; and  such  measures  taken,  as  they  msy  judge 
proper. 

In  oi  der  to  obtain  redress  of  our  common  griev 
aaces,  wc  observe  a  general  inclinttion  among  the  |  counsel  aud  coaduct^  that  alone  can  work  out 


If  the  congress  shall  choose  to  form  agreenenti  < 
non-importation  and  non- exportation  iumedutel_ 
we  desire  the  deputies  from  this  provinee  w^^ 
endeavor  to  h«ve  them  so  formed  as  to  be  bindii^' 
upon  all,  and  that  they  may  be  psanAaKiiT,  shouK 
the  public  interest  require  it.    They  cannot 
eficueious,  unless  they  can  be  permanent,  and  it  a 
pei.rs  to  us,  that  there  will  be  a  danger  of  the 
being  infringed,  if  they  are  not  formed  with  g 
caution  and  deliberation.    We  have  determined 
the  preaent  situation  of  public  afialrs  to 
to  a  stoppsge  of  our  commerce  with  Great  Brit 
only;  but  in  case  any  proceedings  of  parliament, 
which  notice  shall  be  received  on  this  continen 
before  or  at  the  congress,  shall  render  it  nece 
in  the  opinion  of  the  c  ngress,  to  take  further  step 
the  inh:«bitants  of  this   province  will  adopt  sue 
steps,  and  do  all  in  their  power  to  carry  them  int-"-^ 
execution. 


h 

^ 


This  extensive  power  we  commit  to  the  c 
gress,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  iliat  unanimity 
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•aWation  of  ttiete  coloniet,  with  a  ilrong  hope  an^  i 
tmat,  that  they  will  not  draw  tbii  province  into 
any  meaiure  judged  by  us,  who  must  be  better 
acquainted  with  iu  aute  than  atrangers,  highly 
inexpedient.    Of  thia  kind,  we  know  any  other 
stoppage  of  trade,  but  of  that  with  Great  Britain, 
will  be.    Even  this  step  we  should  be  extremely 
afflicted  to  aee  taken  by  the  congress,  before  the 
Qftber  mode  above  pointed  out  is  tried.  But  should 
it  be  taken,  we  apprehend  that  a  plan  of  restric- 
tions may  be  ao  framed,  agreeably  to  the  respective 
circumatances  of  the  several  colonies,  as  to  render 
Great  Britain  sensible  of  the  imprude*ice  of  her 
oounaela,  and  yet  leave  them  a  necessary  com 
merce.    And  here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  take 
notice,  that  if  redress  of  our  grievances  cannot  he 
wholly  obuined,  the  extent  or  continuance  of  our 
reatrtctiona  may,  in  some  sort,  be  proportions^!  lo 
the  rights  we  are  contending  for,  and  the  degree 
•f  relief  afforded  us.    This  mode  will  render  our 
tpp^aition  as  perpetual  as  our  oppreiHon,  and  will  be 

A  COXnVUAL   CLAIM  IMO  ASSXXTIOX  OF   OUX  miOHTS. 

We  cannot  expreaa  the  anxiety,  with  wliieh  we 
wiah  the  consideration  of  theae  points  to  be  recom- 
mended to  you.  We  are  persuaded,  that  if  these 
colonies  fail  of  unanimity,  or  prudence  in  forming 
their  reaolutions,  or  of  llidelity  in  observing  them, 
the  oppoaition  by  non-importation  and  non.exporta- 
tion  agreementa  will  be  ineffectual;  and  then  we 
shall  have  only  the  alternative  of  a  more  dangerous 
contention,  or  of  a  tame  submission. 


Upon  the  whole,  we  ahall  repose  the  highest 
confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  the 
ensuing  congress:  and  though  we  have,  for  the 
latlsfaction  of  the  good  people  of  thia  province, 
who  have  chosen  ua  for  this  express  purpose, 
offered  you  such  instructions,  as  have  appeared 
expedient  to  us,  yet  it  is  not  otir  meaning,  that  by 
these  or  by  any  you  may  think  proper  to  give  them, 
the  deputies  appointed  by  you  should  be  restrained 
from  agreeing  to  any  measures  that  shall  be  ap- 
proved by  a  majority  of  the  deputies  in  congress. 
We  should  be  glad  the  deputies  chosen  by  you 
could,  by  their  influence,  procure  our  opinions 
hereby   communicated  to  you,  to   be  as  nenrly 
idhtred  to,  as  may  be  possible:  but  to  avoid  dif- 
ficultiea,  we  desire  that  they  may  be  Instructed  by 
you,  to  agree  to  any  meaaurea  that  ahall  be  ap- 
proved by  the  congress,  in  the  manner  before- 
laeotioned;  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  having 
reaolved  to  adopt  and  carry  them  into  execution. 
Lastly— we  desire  the  deputies  from  this  prm'ince. 


congress,  to  such  a  day  aa  they  shall  ju^lge  proper* 
and  the  appointment  of  a  standing  committee. 

Agreed,  that  John  Dickinson,  Joaeph  Reade,  and 
Charles  Thomson,  be  a  committee  to  write  to  the 
neij^hboring  colonies,  and* communicate  to  them 
these  resolves  and  instructions. 

Agreed,  that  the  committee  for  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  or  any  fifteen  of  them,  bo 
a  committee  of  corresporidence  for  the  general 
committee  of  this  province. 

Extract  from  the  minuxeii, 

Cll A  ULKS  THOMSON,  tecretan/. 

PHILABBLPHtA,   Jufie,  1774. 

At  a  very  large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the 
freeholders  and  freemen  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  on  Saiurdhv,  June  18.  1774, 

Thomat  fl'il'ing^  John  Dichiuann,  etquirett  chairmen, 

I.  Retolvedt  T!iat  the  wcx  of  parliament,  fi  r 
Abutting  up  the  port  of  Bojtton,  is  unconslitutionai; 
oppressive  to  the  inhabitantfi  of  that  town;  danger, 
ous  to  the  liberties  of  the  British  colonies;  and  that 
therefore,  we  consider  our  brethren,  at  Boston,  aa 
aufffring  in  the  common  cause  of  America. 

II.  That  a  congress  of  depntiejifrom  the  several 
colonies,  in  North  Aiperio*,  is  the  most  propable 
and  proper  mode  of  procuring  relief  for  our  suf- 
fering brethren,  obtaining  redress  of  American 
grievances,  securing  our  righra  and  liberties,  and 
r^-establisliing  peace  and  harmony  between  Great 
Britain  and  these  colonies,  on  a  constitutional  foun- 
dation* 


HI.  That  a  large  and  reapectahle  committee  be 
immediately  appuin^d  for  the  city  and  county  of 
PhiUdelphia,  to  correspond  with  the  gisier  colonies 
and  with  the  several  co'inties  in  this  province,  in 
order  that  all  may  unite  in  promo  iag  and  endeavor- 
ing to  attain  the  great  and  valuable  endi^,  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing  resolution. 

IV.  That  the  committee  nominated  by  this  meet- 
.ng  shall  conault  together,  and  on  matuie  delibera- 
tion determine,  what  ia  the  moat  proper  mode  of 
collecting  the  sense  of  this  province,  and  appoint- 
ing deputiea  for  the  same,  to  attend  a  general  con- 
gress; and  having  determined  thereupon,  shall  lake 
such  measures,  as  by  them  shall  be  ju.lged  most 
expedient,  for  procuring  this  province  to  be  re- 
presented at  the  aaid  congress,  in  the  best  man- 
ner that  can  be  devised  for  promoting  the  public 
welfare. 

V.  Thatthecommittee  be  instructed  immediately 


Qay  caieafor  to  procure  an  adjouramcat  of  ibe  •  o  set  on  foot  a  aubscripiioo  for  the  relief  of  aiVkicA^ 
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poor  inhabirants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  is  may  be 
deprived  of  the  means  of  stihsistence  by  tbe  opera- 
tion of  the  act  of  paHiament.  commonly  styled  the 
JfQtiQP'port  bill,  Tbe  money  arising  from  such 
f  cbscrlption  to  be  laid  out  as  the  committee  shall 
think  will  best  answer  the  ends  proponed. 

VI.  That  tbp  committee  consist  of  forty-thrce 
persons,  viz.  John  Dickinson,  Kdward  Pennington, 
John  Nisfon,  Thomas  Willing,  George  Clymer, 
Samuel  Hnvell,  Joseph  Readr,  John  Roberts, 
(miller)  Thomas  Wliarton,  jun.  Charles  Thomson, 
Jacob  Barge,  Thomas  Barclay,  tVillism  Rush, 
Robert  Smith,  (carpenter,)  Thomas  Fiizimons, 
Ceorge  Robert*,  Samuel  En*in,  Thomas  Mifflin, 
Jr)hn  Cox,  George  Gray,  Robert  Morris,  Samuel 
Allies.  John  M.  Xcsbit,  Peter  Chevalier,  William 
MouUler,  Joseph  Moulder,  Anthony  Morris,  jun. 
John  Allen,  Jeremiah  Warder,  jun.  rev.  D.  William 
Smith,  Paul  Kngle,  Thomas  Penrose,  Jumes  Mease, 
Benjamin  Marshall,  Reuben  Haines,  John  Bayard, 
Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Thomas  Wharton,  Isaac  Howell, 
Michael  Hillegas,  Adam  Mubley,  George  Schlosser, 
and  Cliristopher  Ludwick. 

JH^/rintdit  nvri  frfhv-cifizenff/ — A  few  days  will 
present  you  with  an  opportuni*y  of  displaying  the 
most  noble  beneficenRe  and  exalted  humanity  in 
the  ^anse  of  liberty  and  virtue.  It  cannot  be 
doubted,  that  the  operation  of  the  cruel  edict, 
against  the  town  cf  Boston,  will  expose  jts  inha. 
bitants,  your  brethren,  fellow  s^lljects  and  Ameri- 
cans, to  the  dreadful  dangers  of  penury  and  want. 
The  voice  of  freedom  in  distress  is  a  sound  which, 
1  trust,  no  American  can  hear  unmoved:  think^  my 
clear  fellow-citizens,  what  would  be  your  own  ex- 
|>ectations,  if  pressed  by  tbe  immediate  hand  of 
power,  your  streets  should  echo  with  the  cries  of 
the  laboring  poor  and  industrious  tradesmen,  the 
widow,  and  the  orphan,  lacking  bread:  how  would 
3F011  look  round  with  anxious  eyes  npon  those, 
whom  the  policy  of  a  vindictive  minister  had  yet 
enabled  to  sdminixter  to  your  wants?  how  would 
their  bounty,  like  the  gentle  dew  of  Heaven,  cheer 
your  drooping  spirits,  and  dispel  the  dreadful 
gloom:  the  distresses  of  Boston  have  a  peculiar 
rlfim  upon  all,  who  have  recommended  firmness, 
prudence,  and  moderation;  they  must  be  enabled 
to  follow  this  advice,  and  exercise  these  virtues: 
the  common  interests  of  American  itberty  oppose 
their  prostration  at  the  feet  of  a  haughty  and  un* 
feeling  ministf'r;  the  dignity  of  the  cause  cannot 
he  sullie<l  by  hasty  and  precipitate  measures:  Ik 
it  not  then  our  duty  and  our  interest,  with  a 
libenOtty  bicoroing  freemen,  to  support  them  in 


the  hour  of  distress,  and  while  we  are  uniting 
the  benefit  of  all,  to  guard  them  agaiaat  ih=- 
desperation,  whose  effects  will  be  perniciout  to  a"^ 
Indeed,  my  fellow-citizens,  this  is  probably  bu 
part  of  tbiit  scene  in  which  we  shall  be  called 
act,  or  suffer;  it  is  so  most  assuredly,  if  that  devoi 
town,  deserted  and  fbrsaken,  should,  in  tbe  agfmi 
of  hunger  and  want,  sink  under  the  load,  or  bu: 
forth  in  a  desperate  effort  to  throw  it  ofT.  Poli 
humanity,  the  love  of  liberty  and  our  country,  a 
every  principle  that  can  ennoble  the  human  ni 
are  now  called  forth  into  action;  but  in  a  m 
which  the  most  peaceable  cannot  disapprove, 
the  most  animated  cannot  err  or  mislead:  if  a- 
lurking  prejudices  or  remembrancca  of 
hardships  hang  upon  any  of  our  minds,  how  nob 
how  magnanimous  will  it  appear  'to  cast  tbem 
behind  us.— -To  shew  the  world,  that  like  Chriati 
indeed,  we  cannot  only  forget  and  forgive,  but  le 
the  way  in  one  grest  collected  effort  of  pub 
virtue  and  benevolence — that  no  partial  views, 
private  resentments  can  check  thegenerous  impul 
arising  from  violated  rights  and  insulted  patriotis 
That  man  must  be  unworthy,  or  insensible  of  t 
honor  derived  from  the  rank  of  a  freeman,  w 
can  withhold  his  mite  from  such  accumulated  d 
tress;  but  I  am  sure  this  public  spirited  city  c 
need  no  stimulus  on  this  occasion.  We  shall  inap' 
our  suffering  brethren  with  sentiments  of  tbe 
tender  confidence,  aod  affectionate  gratitude, 
oil  and  balsam  into  their  bleeding  wounds: — wli» 
the  ear  hears  of  us,  it  shall  bless  us,  and  whenl 
eye  sees  us,  it  shall  bear  witness:  because 
delivered  the  poor  that  cried— the  fatherless,  a 
those  who  had  none  to  help  them.  Tbe  wido 
heart  shall  sing  for  joy,  and  the  b|essing8  of  tb 
who  are  ready  to  perish,  shall  come  upon  us. 

PuiL4JI1pHm0P0S. 


Letter  ^om  the  committee  of  Norfolk  and  Por^' 
/        mouth  to  the  Boston  committee. 
/  Karfolk,  June  3,  1774^ 

v'  Gentlemen — We  gladly  take  this  first  opportunS 
of  assuring  our  brethren  of  Boston,  on  this  neltf 
choly  occasion,  that  we  are  not  indifferent  apee^ 
tors  of  their  distressing  situation,  uuderthe 
criiel  exertion  of  British  power,  to  support  an  cd 
calculated  to  ruin  their  trade,  and  forever  tubj< 
a  very  considerable  property  to  the  arbitrary  pi 
sure  of  (he  crown.    Our  bosoms  glow  with  tenc 
regprd  for  you;  we  sympathize  with  you  in  yc 
suffering^,  and  thought  it  our  duty  devoutly 
observe  the  appointment  of  the  first  of  June,  a^ 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  S'^lemnly  to  uddress  tJ^ 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


181 


SE 


AliDighty  Kuler  to  support  you  In  your  affl'ctions,  |for  their  faithful  diacharge  of  that  important  trust: 

and  to  remove  from  our  sovereign,  those  pernicious 

counaellors  that  have  been  wicked  instruments  of 

your  oppression.    Be  assured  we  consider  yon  as 

auffering  in  the  common  cause,  and  look  upon 

ourselves  as  hound  by  the  most  sacred  and  solemn 

ties,  to  support  you  in  every  measure  that  shall  be 

found  necessary  to  regain  your  just  rights  and  pri* 

fileges. — As  we  have  had  occasion  to  communicate 

our  aentiments  to  Charleston  and  Baltimore,  we 

refer  you  to  those  letters  and   the  other  papers 

tnnamitted  to  you;  and  although  we  are  not  one 

of  the  larger  commercial  towns  on  the  continent, 

yet  as  the  trade  is  more  collected  hore,  than  in 

any  other  place  of  this  well  watered  and  extensive 

dominion,  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  communicata 

what  we  apprehend  to  be  the  sense  of  the  mercantile 

part  of  the  community  among  us. 

That  the  Almighty  arm  may  support  you  and 

sbi'14  yon  in  the  hour  of  danger,  is  the  fervent 

prayer  oT^ 

Gentlemen,  your  affectionate  brethren, 

Thomas  Niwtow,  jun. 
JostPB  HuTCUises, 
Mattbkw  Punirp, 
Samuel  Krii, 

ItOBBBT   SbEDDSV, 

llLvar  Baowii, 
Alezandkr  Skirxxr, 
Th'JMas  Baowv, 

^OBEBT  TaTLOB, 

A  true  copy,       Wilmaij  I^atiis,  elk. 


AirifAPOLis,  December  15,  1774, 
At  a  meeting  of  the  deputies  appointed  by  the 
several  counties  of  the  province  of  Maryland,  at 
the  city  of  Annapolis,  by  adjournment,  on  the 
8th  day  of  December,  1774,  and  continued  till 
the  12th  day  of  the  same  month,  were  present, 
eighty-five  members. 
Mr.  JoHif  Hall  in  the  chair,  and 
Ma.  Jowr  Dcckbtt,  clerk.     *• 
The  proceedings  of  the  continental  congress 
were  read,  considered,  and  u;)animou8ly  approved. 
BisoLVKn,  That  every  member  of  this  convention 
will,  and  every  person  in  the  province  ought  strictly 
and  inviolably  to  observe  and  carry  into  execution 
the  association  agreed  on  by  the  said  continental 
oongrets. 

On  motion,  unanimously  resolved.  That  the 
thanka  of  this  convention  be  given,  by  the  chair- 
man,  to  the  gentlemen  who  represented  this  pro- 
▼ince  M  depuUes  in  the  late  continental  congress, 


And  the  same  was  done  accordingly. 

To  increase  our  flocks  of  sheep,  and  thereby 
promote  the  woolen  manufacture  in  this  province* 
Resolved,  That  no  person  ought  to  kill  any  lamb, 
Iropt  before  the  first  day  of  May  yearly,  or  other 
sheep,  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  under 
four  years  of  age. 

To  increase  the  manuftieture  of  linen  and  cotton. 
Resolved,  That  every  planter  and  furmer  ought  to 
raifte  as  much  flax,  hemp,  and  cotton,  aa  he  eon- 
vrniently  can;  and  the  cultivation  thereof  is  par- 
icularly  recommended  to  such  inhabitants  of  tliia 
province,  whose  lands  are  best  adapted  to  that 
purpose— And  resolved,  That  no  flaxseed,  of  the 
growth  of  the  present  year,  ought  to  be  purehaae^ 
for  exportation,  after  the  twelfth  diy  of  thia  month. 

It  being  repr^ented  to  this  convention,  that 
.^nny  merchants  and  traders  of  this  province,  from 
a  scarcity  of  cash  to  make  their  remitUncea,  and 
other  causes,  had  sold  their  goods,  within  twelve 
months  next  before  the  twentieth  day  of  October 
last,  at,  and  sometimes  even  below,  the  prime  coa^ 
and  that,  in  many  different  parts  of  this  province, 
merchants  had  vended  their  goods  at  a  very  dif- 
ferent advance  on  the  prime  cost;  and  it  appearing 
to  this  convention  to  be  unjust  to  compel  such 
merchants  to  sell  tjieir  goods  at  prime  cost,  and 
that  one  general  rule,  allowing  a  reasonable  profit 
to  the  trader,  and  preventing  him  from  taking  ad* 
vantage  of  the  scarcity  of  goods  which  may  be 
occasioned  by  the  non  importation,  would  give 
great  satisfaction  to  the  merchants  and  people  of 
this  province,  resolved  unanimously.  That  no  mef* 
chani  ought  to  sell  his  (^oods,  at  wholeaale,  for 
more  than  112J  per  cent.— at  retail,  for  cash,  for 
more  than  13  per  cent.— on  credit,  for  more  than 
150  per  cent,  advance  on  the  prime  cost;  and  that 
ao  merchant,  or  other  person,  ought  to  engross 
any  goods^  wares,  or  merchandiae  whatsoever.-^ 
And  m  case  any  question  should  arise,  respecting 
ihe  prime  cost  of  goods,  every  merchant  or  factor 
possessing  or  owning  such  goods,  ought  to  ascer* 
tain  the  same  on  oath,  if  requested  to  do  it  by  the 
commiittee. 

Ai  a  further  regulation  to  enforce  an  observance 
of  the  late  continenUl  association— Resolved  unani- 
mously,  That  in  all  cases,  where  breaches  of  the 
continenUl  association,  or  the  resolves  of  this  con- 
vention,  shall  happen  and  be  declared  auch  by  any 
committee  of  a  county,  no  gentleman  of  the  law 
ought  to  bring  or  prosecute  any  suit  whatever  for 
auch  offender:    And  if  any  factor  ahall  commit  wy 
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breach  of  the  taid  assocUtion  or  reaolvea,  that  no 
gentleman  of  the  law  ought  to  bring  or  prosecute 
aaj  suit  for  any  debt  due  to  the  store  of  which  the 
•aid  factor  has  the  management^  after  notice  as 
aforesaid. 

JHeiolved,  That  it  is  earnestly  recommended,  by 
this  convention,  to  the  people  of  this  proTince,  that 
the  determinaiions  of  the  several  county  com 
mittees  be  obsenred  and  acquiesced  in:  That  no 
peraqns,  except  members  of  the  committees^  under- 
take to  meddle  with  or  determine  any  question 
respecting  the  construction  of  the  association 
entered  into  by  the  continental  congress:  And 
that  peace  and  good  order  be  inviolably  maintained 
throughout  thia  province. 

Il$toived  unanimou$1y.  That  if  the  late  acts  of 
parliament,  relative  to  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  shall 
be  attempted  to  be  carried  into  execution  by  force 
in  that  colony,  or  if  tlie  assumed  power  of  parlia- 
nent  to  tax  the  colonies  shall  be  attempted  to  be 
carried  into  execution  by  force,  in  that  colony  or  any 
other  colony,  that  in  such  case,  this  province  will 
jiupport  such  colony  to  the  utmost  of  their  power. 

Jietohed  vnanimoutftf,  That  a  well  regulated 
militia,  composed  of  the  gentlemen,  freeholders, 
and  other  freemen,  is  the  natural  strength  and 
only  stable  security  of  a  free  government,  and  that 
such  militia  will  relieve  our  mother  country  from 
any  expense  in  our  protection  and  defence;  will 
obviate  the  pretence  of  a  necessity  for  taxing  us 
on  that  account,  and  render  it  unnecessary  to  keep 
any  standing  army  (ever  dangerous  to  liberty)  in 
this  province:  And  therefore  it  is  recommended 
to  such  of  the  said  inhabitants  of  this  province  as 
are  from  sixteen  to  fifty  years  of  tgp,  to  form 
themselves  into  companies  of  sixty.eight  men;  to 
choose  a  captain,  two  lieutenants,  an  ensign,  four 
Serjeants,  four  corpc^rals,  and  one  drummer,  for 
each  company;  and  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to 
make  themselves  masters  of  the  military  exercise: 
That  each  man  be  provided  with  a  good  firelock 
and  bayonet  filled  thereon,  half  a  pound  of  powder, 
two  pounds  of  lead,  and  a  cartouch-box,  or  powder- 
bom  and  bag  for  ball,  and  be  in  readiness  to  act  on 
any  emergency. 

Hetolved  unanintoualtft  That  it  is  recommended 
to  the  committees  of  each  county  to  raise  by 
•ubscription,  or  in  such  other  voluntary  manner 
-  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  will  be  most  agreea- 
ble to  their  respective  counties,  such  sums  Of 
money  as,  with  any  monies  already  raised,  will 


amount  to  the  fiqflowing  sunM  in  the  respecti' 

counties,  to  afit: 
In  St  Mary's  county  .     £600 

Charles  800 

Calvert 366 

Prince  George's        ....    S33 
Anne  Arundel      ....       866 


Frederick 

Baltimore 

Harford 

Worcester 

Somerset 

Dorchester 

Caroline 

Talbot 

Queen  Anne's 

Kent 

Cocil 


1533 
933 
466 
533 
533 
480 
358 
400 
533 
566 
400 


^10.000 

And  that  the  committees  of  the  respective  coms 
ties  lay  out  the  same  in  the  purchase  of  arms  an< 
ammunition  for  the  use  of  such  county,  to 
secured  and  kept  in  proper  and  convenient  places^ 
under  the  direction  of  the  said  committees. 

Retolved  unanimously.  That  it  will  be  necessary 
that  a  provincial  meeting  of  deputies,  chosen  by 
the  several  counties  of  this  province,  should  be* 
held  in  the  city  of  Annapolis,  on  Monday,  the  24tba 
day  of  April  next,  unless  American  grievances  be- 
redressed  before  that  time;  and  therefore  we  re- 
commend that  the  several  counties  of  this  provincer 
chouse  deputies,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be^ 
to  attend  such  meeting:     And  the  committee  oF* 
correspondence  for  this  province  are  impowered  to 
call  a  meeting  of  the  said  deputies,  before   tbe 
said  24th  day  of  April,  if  they  shall  esteem  it  neces-> 
sary. 

Retolved  vnammovsly.  That  contributions  fh>m 
the  several  counties  of  this  province,  fur  supply- 
ing the  necessities,  and  alleviating  the  distresses 
of  our  brethren  at  Boston,  ought  to  be  continued 
in  such  manner  and  so  long  as  their  occaf^ions  may 
require;  and  that  it  is  tlie  duty  of  the  committees 
of  each  county  to  collect  and  transmit  the  same  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Retolved  vnanimovthf.  That  the  hon.  Matthew 
I'ilghman,  and  John  Hall,  Samuel  Chase,  Thomas 
Johnson,  jun.  Charles  Carroll,  of  CarroUton,  Char- 
les Carroll,  barrister,  and  William  Paca,  esquires, 
or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  a  committee  of 
correspondence  for  this  province. 
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Reflvtd  unanimowly.  That  the  hon.  Mtttbew 
Tilghman,  and  Thomas  Johnson,  jun.  Robert 
Go1dsborough»  WiUiam  Paca,  Saaacl  Chase,  John 
Hall,  and  Thomas  Stone,  esquires,  or  any  three  or 
more  of  them,  be  delegates  to  represent  this  pro 
▼Ince  in  the  next  continental  congress,  and  that 
they,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  have  full  and 
ample  power  to  consent  and  agree  to  all  measures 
which  such  congress  shall  deem  necessary  and  ef* 
fectual  to  obtain  a  redress  of  American  grievances; 
and  this  province  bind  themselves  to  execute,  to 
the  utmost  of  their  power,  all  resolutions  which 
the  said  congress  may  adopt:  And  further,  if  the 
said  congress  shall  think  necessary  to  adjourn,  we 
do  authorise  our  said  delegates  to  represent  and 
act  for  this  province,  in  any  one  congress  to  be  held 
by  virtue  of  such  adjournment. 

Rewhfed  unammcutly^  That  it  is  recommended 
to  the  several  colonies  and  provinces,  to  enter  into 
such  or  the  like  resolutions,  for  mutual  defence 
and  protection,  as  are  entered  into  by  this  pro- 
▼loce. 

As  our  opposition  to  the  settled  plan  of  the 
British  administration  to  enslave  America,  will  be 
strengthened  by  an  union  of  all  ranks  of  men  in 
this  province,  we  do  most  earnestly  recommend, 
that  all  former  differences^  about  religion  or 
politics,  and  all  private  animosities  and  quarrtls 
of  every  kind,  from  henceforth  cease  and  be  for* 
ever  buried  in  oblivion;  and  we  intreat,  we  conjure 
every  man  by  his  duty  to  God,  hit  country,  and  his 
posterity,  cordially  to  unite  in  defence  of  our  com- 
aon  rights  and  liberties. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be 
transmitted  by  the  committee  of  correapondence 
for  this  province,  to  the  committees  of  correspon- 
dence for  the  several  colonies,  and  be  also  publish- 
ed in  the  Maryland  Gaaette. 

By  order,  JOHN  DUCKETT,  clerk. 


Boston,  December  19,  1774. 

^n  provincial  OmgretBt  Cambridge,  Dec.  8,  1774 

As  the  happiness  of  particular  families  arises,  in 

'  JCreat  degree,  from  their  being  more  or  less  de 

^*ndent  upon  others;  and  as  the  less  occasion  they 

''■*^e  for  any  article  belonging  to  others,  the  more 

"^'^^pendent;  and  consequently  the  h;'ppier  they 

*''^s    So  the  happiness  of  every  political  body  of 

^^n  upon  earth  is  to  be  estimated,  in  a  great  mea- 

*^**«,upon  their  greater  or  Xtnf  dependence  upon 

^^'y  other  political  bodies*,  and  from  hence  arises  a 

^'cible  argument^  why  every. state  ouglvt  to  re- 


gulate their  internal  policy  in  tocb  a  manner  as  to 
furnish  themselves,  within  their  own  body,  with 
every  necess&ry  article  for  subsistence  and  de- 
fence: Otherwise  their  political  existence  will 
dedend  upon  others,  who  may  take  advantage  of 
such  weakness  and  reduce  them  to  the  lowest  state 
of  vassalage  and  slavery.  For  preventing  so  great 
an  evil,  more  to  be  dreaded  than  death  itself,  it 
must  be  the  wisdom  of  this  colony  at  all  times, 
more  especially  at  this  time,  when  the  hand  of 
power  is  lashing  us  with  the  scorpions  of  des- 
potism, to  encourage  sgriculture, .  manufactures 
and  economy,  so  as  to  render  this  state  as  inde- 
pendent of  every  other  state  as  the  nature  of  our 
country  will  admit:  From  the  consideration  there- 
of, and  trusting  that  that  the  virtue  of  the  people  of 
this  colony  is  such,  that  the  following  resolutions 
of  this  congress,  which  must  be  productive  of  the 
greatest  good,  will  by  them  be  effectually  carried 
into  execution.    And  it  is  therefore  resolved-^ 

1st.  That  we  do  recommend  to  the  people  the 
improvement  of  their  breed  of  sheep,  and  the 
greatest  possible  increase  of  .the  same;  and  also 
the  preferable  use  of  our  own  woolen  manufac- 
tures; and  to  the  manufacturers,  that  they  ask  only 
reasonable  prices  for  their  goods;  and  especially 
a  very  careful  sorting  of  the  wool,  so  that  it  may 
be  manufactured  to  the  greatest  advantnge,  and  as 
much  as  may  be,  into  the  best  goods. 

2d.  We  do  also  recommend  to  the  people  the 
raising  of  hemp  and  flax;  and  as  large  quantities 
(  f  flax-seed,  more  than  may  be  wanted  foraowing, 
may  be  produced,  we  would  also  further  recom- 
mend themanuficturing  the  aame  into  oiL 

3d.  We  do  likewise  recommend  the  making  of 
nails;  which  we  do  apprehend  most  meet  with  the 
strongest  encoursgement  from  the  public,  and  be 
of  lasting  benefit  both  to  the  manufacturer  and  t|ie 
public. 

4ib.  The  making  of  steel,  and  the  preferable  use 
of  the  same,  we  do  also  recommend  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  colony. 

5ih.  We  do  in  like  manner  recommend  the  mak- 
ing ti  i-plates,  as  an  article  well  worth  the  atten- 
tion  of  this  people. 


6lh.  As  fire-arms  have  been  manufactured  in 
several  parts  of  this  colony,  we  do  recommend  the 
use  of  such,  in  preference  to  any  imported:  And 
we  do  recommend  the  making  of  gun-locks,  and 
furniture  and  other  locks,  with  other  articles  in  the 
Uron  way. 
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7th.  We  do  alto  earnestly  reeommeiid  the  roak 
Ing"  of  salt-petre,  as  an  article  of  Tatt  inportancc 
to  be  encouraged^  as  may  be  directed  hereafter. 

8tb.  That  gun-powder  is  also  an  article  of  such 
importance,  that  every  man  amongst  us  who  loves 
his  country,  roust  wish  the  establishment  of  manu- 
factories for  that  purpose,  and,  as  there  are  the 
iHiins  of  several  powder  mills,  and  sundry  persons 
among  us  who  are  acquainted  with  that  business, 
ire  do  heartily  recommend  its  encouragement,  by 
repairing  one  or  more  of  said  mills,  or  erecting 
others*  and  renewing  said  business  as  soon  as  possi 
ble. 

.  9th.  That  at  several  paper  mills  are  now  use- 
folly  employed,  we  do  likewise  recommend  a  pre- 
ferable use  of  our  own  manufactures  in  this  way; 
and  a  careful  saving  and  coUeciing  rags,  kc.  and 
also  that  the  manuficturers  give  a  generous  price 
for  such  rags,  &c. 


lOtb.  That  it  will  be  the  interest,  aa  well  aa  the 
duty  of  this  body,  or  of  such  as  may  aneceed  us, 
to  make  such  effectual  provision  lor  the  further 
manu&ctnring  of  the  several  sorta  of  glass,  as  that 
the  same  may  be  carried  on  to  the  mutual  benefit 
of  the  underuker  and  the  public^  and  firmly  estab 
lished  in  this  colony. 


16th.  As  madder  is  an  article  of  great  ii 
ance  in  the  dyer's  business,  and  which  may  be 
raised  and  cured  among  ourselves,  we  do 
fore  earnestly  recommend  the  raising  and  ^ 
the  same. 

17th.  in  order  the  more  e^ectually  to  carry 
resolutions  into  eff^^ct,  we  do  earnestly  recon 
That  a  societjr  or  aocieiies  be  established  f 
purposes  of  introducing  and  establishing  sue 
and  manufactures  as  may  be  useful  to  thii 
pie,  and  are  not  yet  introduced,  and  the 
effectually  establiabing  such  as  we  hate  al 
among  us. 

18th.  We  do  recommend  to  the  inhabita: 
this  province  to  muke  use  of  our  manufac 
snd  those  of  our  sister  colonits,  in  preferei 
all  other  manufactures. 

Si^ed  bjf  order  of  the  ftrovinUnl  con^reti 
JOHN  HANCOCK,  pretiti 
A  true  extract  from  the  minuieo, 

BENJAMIN  LINCOLN,  tecref. 


11th.  lliat  whereas  buttons  of  excellent  qualities 
and  of  rariods  sorts  are  manufactured  among  us, 
we  do  earnestly  recommend  the  general  use  of  the 
same;  so  that  the  manufactories  may  be  extended 
to  the  advantage  of  the  people  and  manufacturers. 

ISth.  That  whereas  salt  is  an  article  of  vast  con- 
aumption  within  this  colony,  and  in  its  fisheries,  we 
dohesrtily  recommend  the  making  the  same,  in  the 
•everal  ways  wherein  it  is  made  in  the  several  parts 
of  Europe;  especially  in  the  method  used  in  that 
part  of  France  where  they  make  bay  taltu 

13th«  We  do  likewise  recommend  an  encourage- 
ment of  horn-smiths  in  all  their  various  branches, 
as  what  will  be  of  public  utility. 

14th.  We  do  likewise  recommend  the  esUblish- 
ment  of  one  or  more  manufactories  for  making  wool 
comber's  combs,  as  an  article  necessary  in  our 
woolen  manufactures. 

15th.  We  do  in  like  manner  heartly  recommend 
the  preferable  use  of  the  stocking  and  ether  hosiery 
wove  among  ourselves,  so  as  to  enlarge  the  manu- 
factories thereof,  in  such  a  manner  aa  to  encourage 
the  mami&cturer  and  serve  the  country. 


l^aoviBti  or  New  HAarp^HiRx. 

At  the  convention  of  the  deputies  appoint 
the  several  towns  in  the  province  aforesaid 
at  Exeter,  on  the  25ihday  of  January,  1775.  F 
144  members. 

Hon.  JuHw  WBifT#OBTH,  csq.  president. 

Voted  unarimously.  That  we  heartly  appr 
the  proceedings  of  the  late  grand  continenta 
gress  respecting  the  just  state  of  the  right 
liberties  of  the  British  Colonies;  and  of  the  i 
recommended  to  restore,  secure,  and  prote< 
same;  and  thbit  we  return  our  most  unfe 
thanks  to  the  late  members  of  that  congr< 
general,  and  to  those  of  this  province  in  parti 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  important 
reposed  in  them. 

Voted,  That  John  Sullivan,  and  John  Lanj 
esqrs.  be  delegates  to  represent  this  provir 
the  continental  congress,  proposed  to  be  he 
Philadelphia,  on  the  tenih  day  of  May  next 
that  they  and  each  of  ihem  in  the  absence  c 
other,  have  full  and  ample  power,  in  behalf  o 
province,  to  consent  and  agree  to  all  roeai 
which  said  congress  shall  deem  necessary  to  o 
redress  of  American  grievances. 

Voted,  That  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
ful  iT.oney,  be  raised  for  defraying  tlie  expeni 
s.id  delegates. 

Voted,  That  thehon.  John  Went  worth,  col. ! 
Folao;:Q,  hon.  Meseach  Weare,  esq.  col.  Joaiah 
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let,  col.  Chriiiopher  Toppan,  Ebcnczer  Tbompsor, 
tnd  William  Whipple,  esqrs;  be  «  comnlitte*,  in  be 
lialf  of  tbls  province,  to  call  a  prOFincial  convention 
bf  deputies,  wlien  they  nhall  judge  the  exlgencici 
Of  public  affaira  require  it:  And  that  lhey>  together 
with  Samuel  Cults  and  J.^hn  Pickering,  csqrs.  be 
a  commlltee  of  correspondence  for  this  province. 

Votied,  the  following  address: 
To  the  iahMtunu  of  the  pt^wince  o/"  JWw  Hnmpthire, 

Brethrtn— When  we  consider  the  unhappy  condi- 
tlon  to  which  you  and  your  American  brethren  are 
deduced!  when  we  reflect  that,  for  near  ten  months 
past,  you  have  been  deprived  of  any  share  in  your 
own  government,  and  of  those  advantages,  which 
flow  to  society  from  legislative  assemblies)  when 
we  view  the  lowering  clouds,  charged  With  minis- 
terial vengeance,  fast  spreading  over  this  extensive 
coniinenty  ready  to  burst  on  the  heads  of  Its  inha- 
bitants and  involve  the  whole  British  empire  in 
one  common  ruin—at  this  alarming  juncture,  duty 
to  Almighty  God,  to  our  country,  durselvea,  and 
posterity,  loudly  demands  our  fhost  strenuous  eier-j  the  late  corttinentarcongrisi,  and  deal  >it^ilh  th^ 


like'jr  to  prevent  th6s<;  di-eadful  calamities  with 
wliich  we  are  threatened. 

Fully  deiisibie  that  to  point  out,  with  an^  defrrea 
of  certainty,  the  methods  by  which  you  may  shiia 
the  threatening  eviisi  wohtd  require  oiore  than  hu* 
man  wisdom,  we  can  only  recQmmend  Such  tnea- 
sures  as  appear  to  us  most  likely  to  answei^  tha 
desirable  end^  best  calculated  to  restore  to  you 
that  peace  and  harmony^  so  ardently  wished  fdi* 
by  every  good  and  lionest  America^. 
We  therefjre  earnestly  reccnmend, 
1st.  That  you  discountenance  and  disCoUrAge  alt 
trespasses  and  injuries  against   individuals,  and 
their  property,  and  all  disorders  of  every  kind;  and 
that  you  cultivate  and  maintain  peace  and  harmony 
among  yourselves. 

2d.  That  you  yield  due  obedience  tb  the  magis- 
trates within  this  government;  and  carefully  en* 
deaVor  to  support  the  laws  thereof. 

3(1.  'f  hat  yaii  strictly  adhere  to  the  association  of 


tions  to  avoid  the  imt^ending  danger. 

8u6b  are  the  nieasureft  adopted  by  the  British 
ministry,  for  enslaving  you,  and  with  such  incesi^ant 
Vigilance  has  their  plan  been  prosecuted,  that 
tyranny  already  begins  to  wave  its  banners  in  your 
borders,  and  to  threaten  these  once  hiippy  regions 
iritb  infamous  and  detestable  slavery! 


VioUtors  of  it,  in  the  madner  therein  recoihmended 

4th.  That  ytiik  endeavor  particularly  to  enforce 
the  la#B  of  the  province  against  hawkers,  pedlars} 
and  petty  chapmen. 

5thi  That  you  abstain  fr6m  the  use  offcast-India 
tea,  vi^heneVer,  o^  by  whatever  meaiis  it  has^  or  ntiy 
be  Itnporied* 


Shall  we,  knowiniC  the  value  of  freedom,  ahdi     ^..    mu*.-  j.^...w'      i 

ou«iB  wcr,  A^ivwi  5  f  6thi  That  you  encourage  and  support  yoUrkevcral 

Ifavsed  in  the  arms  of  liberty,  make  a  base  and  •*.    ^     r  j  «  .  •        . 

.   '**»^"  *"  •■■^  •  "  committees  of  correspondence  and  mspeclion,  \x\ 

%Kviominiotis  surrender    of  our  rights,    thereby    ...  ..  ».  ^*  *  v   i  i. 

•^  *  ^  discharging  the  very  importiOt  trust  you  hivc 

'^■isigning  succeeding  g««»crations  to  a  condition ,  ^^p^^^^  j^  ^^^^ 

rth.  That  in  ease  any  lilhabiUnt)  of  theie  colonies 


wretchedness,  from  whichj  pei^haps,  all  human 
^)rtt  will  be  insufficient  to  extricate  themf 


-iDuty  to  ourselves^  and  regard  for  our  c6unti7, 
uld  induce  us  to  defend  our  libebties^  and  to 
asmit  the  fair  inheritance  unimpaired  to  pos- 


Ihotlld  oUr  restless  Enemies  drive  us  to  arms  in 

Tence  of  every  thing  we  hola  dear^  we  should  be 

tuced  to  a  state,  dreadful  even  in  contemplution; 
^^^  should  we  prove  victorious^  the  blood  of  our 
^'^'^stthrcn,  shed  in  the  Unhappy  ccihtest,  would  bause 

|J^^  laurels  to  wither  on  our  brows,  and  make  the  g|,^,„  ^^  ^^^^  of  extravigaiice. 
^^^querors  mourn  with  the  Vknquisbed:  but  should 
^^^  enemies  he  successful,  they  will  thereby  rivet 
^^^  chains  of  slavery  upon  us  and  our  posterity^ 


should  be  seized,  in  order  to  be  transported  to  GreftI 
Britain,  or  other  parts  beyond  seai,  to  be  tried  (br 
offences liuppo^ed  to  be  cOmihltted  in  Amerlcdi  you 
conduct  yourselves  agreeable  to  tlie  adVicd  of  the 
late  continental  congress. 

8th.  That,  iii  yOur  several  stationi,  you  proiMte    ^ 
and -encourage  the  manufactures  dt"  this  CMtmtry; 
and  endeavor,  both  by  pi*ecept  and  exanrple,  to 
induce  all  under  yo'i,  and  with  whom  yoi>  are  con- 
nected, to  practice  economy  and  industry,  and  Xa 


"i'hos  surrOtinded  with  dangers  and  distresses  on 
^^ry  side^  it  behoved  us  to  adopt  and  pursue  such 
^^^ceable  measiir^  as^  under  Godf  will  be  most 


9th.  That  the  officers  of  the  seyertrl  regimen  tar 
strictly  comply  with  the  laws  of  this  province  for 
regulating  a  milivia-i-And  as  the'  miKihi  n'pon  thiar 
continent,  if  properly  disciplined,  would  b*c  abie  tor 
do  great  service  in  its  defence,  should  tt  etcf  btf 
livaded  by  his  majesty's  eneouefl—tiha  your  si^ 


■*-•■ .  ., 
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hit,  on  the  4Ui  iu«t.  in  M:en'ght  ttme,  somepersoa 
or  pcrftoTui  unknown,  had  brvke  into  the  public 

.lag^ztne,  and  taken  from  fhence  suodrj  fire  arms 
belonging  to  his  majesty: 

We,  the  msyor,  aMermeni  and  eonnDon  cmmcil 
of  the  8:«id  city,  being  desirotii  to  mahiUin  peace* 
order  ard  good  government,  do  hereby  declare  our 
abhorrence  of  such  unlawftfl  proceediivg,  and  do 
hereby  require  the  inhabitants  to  use  their  utmost 
endeavors  to  prevent  the  like  outrage  in  futnrff 
and  exhort  all  persons  who  may  be  in  poaaesaioo 
of  any  of  the  said  arms,  to  return  the  same  imoie* 
diately,  to  be  replaced  in  the  ro»gazine. 

And  it  having  been  recommended  to  thie  neet- 
and  least  e«pen,iTe  inanner^Th.t  M  debtors  j^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^„^.,^^  ,pp^j„^^^^^ 

exert  them.eWes  •»  dUeh.rginR  their  ju.t  debts.  ^  p^,^^^  ^^^^  ,,.j  „.g„i,,e,  they  »re  of  opiniim 
»nd  credi.ors  exercise  such  lenity  » their  cireum-  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^,^^  „^  .ulhority  to  Uy  any  tax  for  that 

purpose,  but  that  if  some  trusty  person  should  be 
appointed,  by  his  excellency  the  governor,  to  be 


quaint  yourselves  wit!*  the  manual  exercise,  psr 
ticuUrly  that  recommended  and  enjoined  by  the 
captain  general— the  motions  being  natural,  essy, 
and  best  calculated  to  qualify  persons  for  real 
action;  and  also  to  improve  themselves  in  those 
evoluiiims  wliich  are  necessary  for  infantry  in  time 
of  engagement. 

lOih.  That,  as  your  enemies  are  using  every  ar* 
to  impoverish  and  distress  you,  in  order  to  induce 
subii.ission  to  their  Krbitr»ry  mandates,  you  carefully 
shun  those  measures  which  may  h^ve  a  tendenc) 
to  distress  your  brethren  and  fellow  suflerers,  and 
avoid  all  unnecessary  lawsuits,  and  endeavor  to 
settle  disputes  between  you  in  the  most  amicable, 


stances  will  admit  of. 

y  1 1th.  That  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bos- 
/ton,  in  the 


province  of  Massucl.usetts-Bay,  are  now 
/    laboring  under  a  load  of  miaisterinl  vengeance,  laid 
/       upon  them  to  enforce  o'^etlience  to  certain  arbitrary 
f  and  uncoiisiitutional  ac'.:i,  which,  if  once  submitted 

to,  must  involve  all  America  in  slavery  and  ruin; 
conscious  that  all  these  colonies  are  largely  indebt- 
ed to  the  virtue  and  fortitude  of  those  patriotic 
assertors  of  freedom,  we  heartily  recommend  a 
Goylinuation  of  your  contributions,  for  the  relief  of 
that  oppressed  people:  And  that  you  keep  your- 
selves in  constant  readincs:*  to  support  them  in 
their  just  opposition,  whenever  necessity  may  re- 
quire. 

jM^tly,  We  earnestly  entreat  you,  at  this  time  of 
tribulation  and  distress,  when  your  enemies  are 
urging  you  to  despair;  when  every  scene  around  ih 
full  of  gloom  and  horror;  that,  in  imitation  of  your 
pious  forefathers,  with  contrition  of  spirit,  and 
penitence  of  heart,  you  implore  the  Divine  Being, 
who  alone  is  able  to  deliver  you  from  your  present 
unhappy  and  distres!»ing  situaiion,  to  espouse  your 
rij^ht^ous  cause,  secure  your  liberties,  and  fix  Uien^ 
on  a  firm  and  Usting  basis.  And  we  ferventi} 
beseech  fiim  to  rtrsiore  lo  you  ar.d  your  Americaii 
brethren,  tliat  peace  and  tranquility,  so  ardent!; 
desired,  and  earnebily  sough i  for,  by  every  true 
friend  to  liberty  and  mankind. 

By  order  of  the  convention, 

J.  WEXTWORTH,  president. 


VrneiNiA,  Jlfai/f  1775, 
Jit  a  C9Wt  of  eotnmon  council Jor  ti.e  city  of  kliLuim 
bvrgt  hcid  the  Sih  day  of  May,  1775. 
Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  haii, 


keeper  thereof,  and  care  taken  to  streng^en  it 
with  proper  bars,  there  probably  would  be  a  stop 
put  to  violences  of  that  nature,  and  they  do  humbly 
recommend  to  his  excellency,  Mr.  Gabriel  Maupin, 
who  lives  near  the  magazine,  as  a  person  worthy 
of  that  trust# 
(A  copy)    MAT.  DAVENFORT,  town  cleit. 

Frederiektbur^,  committee  chamber, 

Saturday,  the  '29(h  of  .^pril,  1775, 
At  a  council  of  102  members,  delegates  of  the 
provincial  convention,  officers  and  special  deputies 
of  14  companies  of  light  horse,  consisting  of  up- 
wards of  600  well  armed  and  disciplined  men, 
friends  of  constitutional  liberty  and  America,  now 
rendezvoused  here  in  consequence  of  an  alarm  oe- 
Cisioned  by  the  powder  being  removed  from  the 
county  magazine,  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  in 
the  night  of  Thursday  the  2lRt  inst.  and  deposited 
on  board  an  armed  schooner  by  order  of  his  excel- 
lency the  gijvernor: 


The  council  having  before  them  the  several  mat- 
ters of  intelligence  respecting  this  transaction,  and 
ppnicularly  a  letter  from  the  hon.   Pe>ton  lUn- 

lulph,  esq.  speaker  of  the  late  house  of  burgess^ 
of  Virginia,  received  here  last  night  by  an  express 
despatched  to  William8bu**g,  for  the  purpose  of 
^Mining  intelligence,  informing  that  the  gentlemen 
of  the  city  of  ^yilliamsbu^g  and  neighborhood,  have 

liid  full  assurances  from  his  excellency  that  this 
affair  shall  be  accommodated,  and  advising  that  the 
'gentlemen  assembled  here  should  proceed  no  fur, 
.  xet  a:  this  tirhe— this  council  came  to  the  follow. 

n,;  detcrniination,  and  offer  the  same  as  their 
advice  to  those  public  spirited  gentlemen,  friends 
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to  Bri  ish  liber  y  and  America,  who  hare  honorcci 
them  by  this  appointment.  Hl,^h1y  cood-mninir 
the  conduct  of  the  governor,  on  this  occasion,  an 
impcYlitic,  and  justly  alarming  to  the  good  people 
of  this  colony,  tending  to  destroy  all  coiifidenee  in 
gOTernment,  and  to  widen  the  unhappy  breach 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  ilUtimed 
And  totally  unnecessary,  consider  this  instance  as  a 
lull  proof  that  no  opinion  which  may  be  formed  of 
the  good  intentions  of  a  gnvemor  in  private  lif%  can 
afford  security  ^oour  injured  aad  oppressed  co^in* 
try;  but  that  obedience  to  arbitrary,  ministerial 
mandate,  and  the  most  oppressive  and  tyrannical 
system  of  government,  mist  be  the  fatal  line  of 
conduct  to  all  bis  majesty's  present  servants  in 
Americai  at  the  same  ti  ne  justly  dretding  the 
horrors  of  a  civil  war,  influenced  by  motives  of  the 
strongest  affection  to  our  fellow  subjects  of  Great 
Britain,  most  ardently  wishing  to  he.il  our  mutual 
wounds^  and  therefjre  preferring  peaceable  mea- 
sures, whilst  the  least  hope  of  reconciliation  re- 
mains,  do  advise  that  the  several  companies  now 
rendezvoused  here  do  reiurn  to  their  respective 
homes  But  considering  the  just  rights  and  liberty 
of  Annericato  be  greaily  endangered  by  theviolen 
a*.«d  hostile  proceedings  of  an  arbitrary  ministry, 
and  being  firmly  resolved  to  resist  such  attempts 
at  the  utmost  hazard  of  our  lives  and  furiunes,  do 
BOW  pledge  ourselves  to  each  other  to  be  in  readi- 
ness, at  a  moment's  warning,  to  re-assemble,  and, 
by  force  of  arms,  to  defend  the  laws,  the  liberty 
and  rights  of  this,  or  any  sister  colony,  from  un- 
just and  wicked  invasion.  Ordered,  that  expresses 
be  despatched  to  the  troops  assembled  at  the 
Bowling  Green,  and  also  to  the  companies  from 
Frederick,  Berkely,  Dunmore,  and  such  other 
eountiet  as  are  now  on  their  march,  to  return  them 
thanks  for  their  cheerful  offers  of  service,  and  to 
acquaint  them  with  the  determination  now  taken. 

GOD   SAVS  TOE  LtBRRTIBS  OP  AMSKICA. 

The  foregoing  determination  of  council,  having 
been  read  at  the  head  of  each  company,  was  cordially 
lUid  tmanimously  approved. 

^t  a  committee  appointed  and  held  for  Hanover 
crounty,  at  the  court  house,  on  Tueadby  the  9'Ai 
of  May,  177  J— 

PRRSBNT, 

John  Syme,  Samuel  Overton,  William  Craghead. 
Meriweather  Skelton,  Richard  Morris,  Benjamin 
Anderson,  John  Pendleton,  John  Robinson,  Ncl- 
son  Berkely,  and  George  DaUney,  jun. 

Agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  the  committee  held 
at  NewcsstU  the  2d  iost.  settings  forth,  that  they 


iieing  fully  informed  of  the  violent  hostilities  com- 
mitted  by  the  king's  troops  in  America,  and  of  the 
danger  arising  to  the  colony  by  tlie  loss  of  the 
public  powder,  and  of  the  conduct  of  the  gover- 
nor, which  tlireitens,  altogether,  calamities  of  the 
greatest  magnitude  and  most  fatal  consequences 
to  this  colony,  and  therefore  recommending  re- 
prisals to  be  mad?  upon  the  king's  property,  suffi- 
cient to  replace  the  gun-powder  taken  out  of  the 
mngazine,  it  apoears  to  this  committee,  that  the 
vo1«inteers  who  marched  from  Newcastle,  to  obtain 
satisfaciion  for  the  public  powder,  by  reprisal  or 
other\vise,  prr>ceefled  on  that  business  as  follows, 
to  wit:  «*That  an  officer  wi  h  16  men  was  deUcbed 
to  seize  the  king's  receiver  general,  with  orders 
to  detain  him;  and  this,  it  was  supposed,  might  be 
done  without  impeding  the  progress  of  the  main 
body.  The  said  receiver  general  not  being  appre- 
hended, owing  to  his  absence  from  home,  the  said 
detachment,  according  to  orders,  proceeded  to  join 
the  main  body  on  its  march  to  WilliamsHurg,  snd 
the  j'lnction  hapoened  the  3  I  instant  at  Doncastle't 
ordinary  about  sunset.  A  little  after  sunrise  ne»t 
morning,  the  commanding  officer  being  assured 
that  proper  satisfaction  in  money  should  be  in- 
stantly made,  the  volunteers  halted,  and  the  pre 
posal  being  considered  by  them,  was  judged  satis- 
fsctory  as  to  that  point;  and  the  following  receipt 
was  given,  viz  "Doncastle's  ordinary,  New  Kent, 
May  4,  1775:  Received  from  the  hon.  Richard 
Corbin,  esq.  his  majesty's  receiver  general,  £%30, 
as  a  compensation  for  the  gun  powder  Utely  taken 
otit  of  the  public  magazine  by  the  governor's  or- 
derj  which  money  I  promise  to  convey  to  the  Vir- 
ginia delegates  at  the  general  congress,  to  be  un- 
der their  direction,  laid  out  in  gun-powder  for  the 
colony's  use,  and  to  be  stored  as  they  shall  direct, 
until  the  nezt  colony  convention  or  general  assem- 
bly, unless  it  shall  be  necessary,  in  the  mean  time, 
to  use  the  same  in  defence  of  this  colony.  It  is 
agreed  that  in  case  the  next  convention  shall  de- 
termine that  any  part  of  the  said  money  ought  to 
be  returned  to  his  majesty's  said  receiver  general, 
that  the  same  shall  done  accordingly. 

Test,  PAT.  HENRY,  jun.** 

Parks  GooDAL;.i(^^™«^W). 

It  was  then  conftidered  that  as  a  general  congress 
would  meet  in  a  few  days,  and  probably  a  colony 
convention  would  shortly  assemble,  and  that  the 
reprisal  now  made  would  amply  replace  the  powder 
with  the  charges  of  transportation,  the  commanding 
officer  wrote  the  following  letter,  and  sent  it  by 
express. 
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8m— The  affair  of  the  powder  if  now  settled,  to 
IS  to  produce  Mtisfaction  to  me,  and  I  earnestly 
wish  to  the  colony  in  ureneral.  The  people  here  have 
it  ii^  charge,  from  Hanover  committee,  to  tender 
their  service  to  yon,  as  a  pnMic  officer,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  escortini;  the  public  treasury  to  any  place 
in  this  colony,  where  the  money  may  be  judfi^ed 
more  n%fp  than  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg.  The 
reprisal  now  made  by  the  Hanover  volunteers, 
though  accomplished  in  a  manner  least  liable  to 
the  imputation  of  violent  extremity,  may  pgs^ibly 
be  the  cause  of  future  injury  to  the  treasury.  If 
therefore  y^u  apprehend  the  least  danger,  a  suffi- 
cient gn<ird  is  at  your  service.  1  beg  the  returr 
of  the  bearer  may  be  instant,  because  the  men  wish 
to  know  their  destination.  With  g^e^t  regard,  I 
fm,  sir,  your  mQ«t  humble  servant, 

PAT.  HEKRY,  jun. 
To  RonsRT  Cartbr  N  coolas,  esq.  treasurer. 

Test,      Samhicl  MKRr.niTB, 
Garland  Ardsrik>bi 


?  (A  trqe  copy) 


To  which  Rn  answer  was  receive<l  from  the  said 
Mr.  Nicholas,  importing,  thst  he  had  no  apprehen- 
Bior.s  of  tKe  necessity  or  propriety  of  the  proffered 
service/ For  which  reason*,  and  understanding, 
irjoreover,  from  others,  that  the  private  citisens  of 
Williamsburg  were  in  %  fjreat  mci|sure  quieted 
from  their  late  apprehension  for  their  persons  and 
property,  the  volunteers  judged  it  best  to  return 
liome,  and  did  so  accordingly,  in  order  to  wait  the 
further  directions  of  the  general  congress,  or  colony 
convention.  It  appears  a^so  to  this  committee,  that 
before,  and  on  the  mRrch,  strict  orders  were  re- 
peatedly given  to  the  volunteers  to  avoid  all  vio- 
lence, injury  and  insult,  towards  the  persons  and 
propefty  of  every  private  individual;  and  that  in 
rxecuting  the  plan  of  reprisal  on  the  persons  of 
the  king's  servants  and  his  property,  bloodshed 
ehotild  be  avoided,  if  possible;  and  that  there  is 
the  strongest  reason  to  believe  that  the  foregoing 
orders,  respecting  private  persons  and  property, 
were  stHctly  observed. 


JReaoheJf  That  this  committee  do  approve  of 
the  prop eedings  oF  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
volunteer  company,  and  do  return  them  their  most 
fiincere  thanks  for  their  services  on  the  late  ex 
pedition;  and  also  that  the  thanks  of  this  com- 
viittee  be  given  to  the  many  volunteers  of  the  dif 
Ibreot  counties  who  joined,  and  were  nurching  and 
ready  to  co-operate  with  the  volunteer  coippany  of 
this  county. 

Ordered,  TT^at  the  clerk  do  transmit  a  copy  of 
those  proceedings  to  the  printers,  and  desire  that 


they  will  be  pleaded  to  publish  the  aaae  ia  tb^ 
Gaxettes,  as  soon  tt  possible. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 
(A  copy).  BART.  ANDERSON,  el^ 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 
JWw-rorib,  December  15,  1773. 
The  following  association  is  Signed  by  a  great  nom« 
ber  of  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  cUj,  mer* 
chants,  lawyers,  and  other  inhabitants  of  all  ranks^ 
and  it  is  still  carried  about  the  city,  to  give  an 
opportunity  to  those  who  have  not  yet  signed  to 
unite  with  their  fellow-citizens,  to  testify  their 
abhorrence  to  the  diabolical  project  of  enalaving 
America. 
The  attociotion  of  the  font  of  liberty  of  ^erm-Tnrk. 
It  is  essential  to  the  freedom  and  security  of  a 
free  people,  that  no  taxes  be  imposed  upon  theni 
but  by  their  own  consent,  or  their  representatives. 
For  <*what  property  have  they  in  that  which  ano- 
ther may,  by  right,  take  when  he  pleases  to  him- 
self?"    The  former  is  the  undoubted  right  of 
Rnglishmen,  to  secure  which  they  expended  mil* 
lions  and  sacrificed  the  lives  of  thousands.    And 
yet,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  the  world,  and  the 
grief  of  America,  the  commons  of  Great  Oritain, 
after  the  repeal  of  the  memorable  and  detestable 
stamp-:ict,  reassumed  the  power  of  imposing  taxee 
on  the  American  color ie;  and,  iasisJngon  it  aa 
a  necessary  badge  of  parliamentary  auprefRaey, 
pasted  a  bill,  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  present  hm- 
jesty's  reign,  imposing  duties  on  all  glass,  painters* 
colors,  paper  and  teas,  that  should,  after  the  20tli 
of  November,  1767,  be  "imported  from  Great  Bri*i 
tain  into  any  colony  or  plantation  in  America.**— 
This  bill,  after   the  concurrence   of  the    lords, 
obtained  the  royal  assent.    And  thus  they  who, 
from  time  immemorial,  have  exercised  the  right 
of  giving  to,  or  withholding  from  the  crown,  tlieir 
4ids  and  subsidies,  according  to  their  ovfn  free  will 
and  pleasure,  signified  by  their  representatives  ie 
parliament,  do,  by  the  act  in  question,  deny  us, 
their  brethren  in  America,  the  enjoyment  of  the 
same  right.    As  this  denial,  and  the  execution  of 
that  act,  involves  our  slavery,  and  would  sap  tl»e 
foundation  of  our  freedom,  whereby  we  should  be* 
come  slaves  to  our  brethren  and  fellow  subjects, 
bom  to  no  greater  stock  of  freedom  than  the  Ame* 
ricans— the  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  this  city, 
in  conjunction  with  the  merchants  and  inhabitants 
of  the  ancient  American  colonies,  entered  into  an 
agreement  to  decline  a  part  of  their  commerce 
with  Great  Britain,  until  the  abovementioned  act 
should  be  totally  rapealed.  Tiiis  sgreement  operat- 
ed so  powerfully  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  maou^ 
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f«eturt>rs  of  EngUn-l  thftt  many  of  them  were  un  « 
employed.  To  appease  their  clamors,  and  to 
proTide  the  subsist ence  for  them,  which  the  non- 
impoitation  bad  deprived  them  of,  the  parliament, 
ID  1770,  repealed  so  much  of  the  revenue  act  as 
iflAposed  a  duty  on  g\M»9,  painters'  colors,  and  di- 
per,  and  left  the  duty  on  tea,  as  a  tett  of  the  parlia- 
meniary  righi  to  tax  i/».  The  merchants  of  t».^ 
cities  of  Nevr.York  and  Philadelphia,  having^  ntHcN 
ly  adhered  to  the  agreement,  so  far  as  it  related  to 


the  importation  of  articles  subject  to  an  American 
doty, have  convinced  the  ministry,  that  some  other 
measures  must  be  adopted  to  execute parliamenttry 
supremacy  over  this  country,  and  to  remove  the 
distress  brought  on  the  E&st-lndia  comfiany,  by  the 
iU-poUey  of  that  act.  Accordingly,  to  increase  the 
temptation  to  the  shippers  of  tea  from  EngUt.d, 
an  act  of  parliament  passed  the  last  session,  which 
gttes  the  whole  duty  on  tea,  the  company  were 
subject  to  pay,  upon  the  importation  of  it  into  Eng. 
land,  to  the  purchasers  and  exporters;  and  when 
the  company  have  ten  millions  of  pounds  of  tea,  in 


^mm  «ny  place  whatsoever,  into  this  colony,  while 
it  is  subject^  by  a  British  act  to  parliament,  to  the- 
paym'ent  of  a  duty,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  re- 
venue in  America,  he  shall  be  deemed  an  enemy  to- 
ihe  liberties  of  America. 

3d.  Rtfolved,  That  whoever  shall  be  aidiog,  or 
assisting,  in  the  landing,  or  carting  of  such  tea, 
from  any  ship,  or  vessel,  or  shall  hire  any  honse, 
stor^-house,  op  cellar  or  any  place  whatsoever,  to 
deposite  the  tea,  dtibject  to  a  duty  as  aforesaid, 
he  shall  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of 
America. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  whoever  shall  sell,  or  boy, 
or  in  any  manner  contribute  to  the  aale,  or  pur» 
chase  of  tea,  subject  to  a  duty  as  aforesaid,  or  shall 
aid,  or  abet,  in  transporting  such  tea,  by  land  or 
water,  from  this  city,  until  the  Tlh  George  III. 
chap.  46,  commonly  called  the  revenue  act,  shall 
be  totally  and  clearly  repealed,  he  shall  be  deemed 
an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  America. 

4th.  Petolvedt  That  whether  the  duties  on  tes, 


their  ware-houses,  exclusive.of  the  quantity  theyj^^poged  by  this  act,  be  paid  in  Great  Britain  or  in 
may  want  to  ship,  they  are  allowed  to  export  tea, 
discharged  from  the  payment  of  that  duty,  with 
which  they  were  before  chargeable.  In  hopes  of 
aid  in  the  execution  of  this  project,  by  the  influ- 
ence of  the  owners  of  the  American  ships,  applica- 
tion  was  made  by  the  company  to  the  captains  of 
those  ships  to  take  the  tea  on  freight;  but  they 
virtoously  rejected  it.  Still  determined  on  the 
•eheme,  they  have  chartered  ships  to  bring  the  tea 
to  this  country,  which  may  be  hourly  expected,  to 
make  an  important  trj|l  of  our  virtue.  If  they 
succeed  in  the  sale  of  that  tea,  we  shall  have  no 
property  that  we  can  call  our  own,  and  then  we 
may  bid  adieu  to  American  liberty.  Tlicr^* 

fore,  to  prevent  a  calamity  which«  of  all  others,  is 
the  roost  to  be  dreaded— --slavery,  and  its  terrible 
concomitants— we,  the  subscribers,  being  iiffluenc* 
ed  from  a  regpard  to  liberty,  and  disposed  to  use 
tU  lawful  endeavors  in  our  power,  to  defeat  the 
pernicious  project,  and  to  tranamit  to  our  posterity, 
those  blessings  of  freedom  which  our  ancestors 
have  handed  down  to  us;  and  to  contribute  to  the 
support  of  the  common  liberties  of  America,  which 
are  in  danger  to  be  subverted,  do,  for  those  im- 
portant purposes,  agree  to  associate  together,  un- 
der the  name  and  style  of  the  oono  o/Ubert^  o/JVew- 
Ytrk,  and  engage  our  honor  to,  and  with  each  other, 
faithfully  to  observe  and  perform  the  following 
retobttimi^  nix. 


1st.  Re9ol!oed,  That  whoever  shall  aid,  or  abet, 
•r  in  nny  manner  assist  in  the  introduction  of  tea,  '*irictest  review  of  my  arguments;  I  reexaoiiii^daMl 


\merica,  our  liberties  are  equally  affected.   - 

5th.  Retolved,  That  whoever  ahsll  transgress  any 
of  these  resolutions,  we  will  not  deal  with,  or  em- 
ploy, or  have  any  connection  with  him. 

JVew-Forfc,  JSTov.  29,  1778. 

Prom  THB Bristol (Eao.)GAZiTTB,  MAiirH24, 1774. 

Loap  Chatham's  speech  on  the  declsratory  bill  of 
the  aovereignty  of  Great  Britain  over  the  colo- 
nies. 

When  I  spoke  last  on  this  subject,  I  thotight  I 
hsd  delivered  my  sentiments  so  fully,  and  supports 
ed  them  with  such  reasons,  and  such  authorities, 
that  I  apprehended  I  ahould  be  under  no  necessity 
of  troubling  your  lordship  agsin.  But  1  am  com- 
pelled to  rriie  up  and  beg  your  further  indulgence^ 
I  find  that  I  have  been  very  injuriously  treated, 
have  been  considered  ssthe  broicher  of  new  ftnglcd 
doctrines,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  kingdom, 
and  aubversive  of  the  rights  of  parliament.  My 
lord,  this  is  a  heavy  charge,  but  more  so  when 
made  against  one  stationed  as  1  am,  in  both  cspaci- 
ties,  as  P—  and  J—,  the  defender  of  the  law  and 
the  constitution.  When  I  spoke  last,  I  was  indeed 
replied  to,  but  not  answered.  Tn  the  intermediate 
time  many  things  have  been  said.  As  I  was  not 
present,  I  must  now  beg  lesve  to  answer  such  as 
hnve  come  to  my  knowledge.  As  the  affair  is  of 
the  utmost  importance,  and  in  its  consequences 
may  involve  the  fate  of  kingdoms,  I  took  the 
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^y  authoritie<t;  fully  determined,  if  I  fband  itiyself 
Afitaken,  pnbliely  to  own  my  miitake,  and  give 
op  my  opinion.  But  my  search  ei  have  more  and 
more  convineed  me  that  the  Brftish  parliament 
bare  no  right  to  tax  the  Americans.  I  ihall  not 
therefore  consiirr  the  declaratory  bill  now  lying 
on  your  table;  for  to  what  purpote,  but  loss  of 
time,  to  consider  the  particulars  of  ,  the  very 

existence  of  which  is  illegal,  absolutely  illegal, 
contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  nature,  con* 
trary  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  this  constitution 
grounded  on  the  eternal  and  immutable  laws  of 
nature;  a  constitution  on  whose  foundation  and 
oentre  ia  liberty,  which  tends  liberty  to  every  sub- 
ject that  is  or  may  hkppen  to  be  within  any  part  of 
ita  ample  circumference.  Nor,  my  lord,  is  tlie 
doctrine  new;  it  is  as  old  as  the  constitution;  it 
grew  up  with  it,  it  is  its  support;  taxation  and 
representatbn  are  inseparably  united;  God  hath 
joined  them,  no  British  parliament  can  separate 
them;  to  endeavor  to  do  it  is  to  stab  our  very  vitals. 
Nor  is  this  tlie  first  time  this  doctrine  has  been 
mentioned;  seventy  years  ago,  my  lord,  a  pamphlet 
vas  published,  recommending  the  levying  a  par- 
liamentary tax  on  one  of  the  colonies;  this  pamphlet 
was  answered  by  two  others,  tlien  much  read;  these 
totally  deny  the  power  of  taxing  the  colonies;  and 
why'  because  the  colonies  had  no  representatives 
in  parliament  to  give  consent:  no  answers,  public 
or  private,  was  given  to  these  pamphlets;  no  censure 
pasted  upon  them;  men  were  not  startled  at  the 
doctrine,  as  either  new  or  illegal,  or  derogatory  to 
the  rights  of  parliament.  I  do  not  mention  these 
pamphlets  by  way  of  authority,  but  to  vindicate 
myself  from  the  imputation  of  having  first  broached 
tbi^  doctrine. 


authority  of  this  kingdom  was  more  equally  settled. 
I  am  sure  some  histories  of  late  published,  havi 
done  cpreat  mischief;  to  endeavor  to  fix  ^the  wn 
when  the  house  of  commons  began  in  thia  kingdonii 
is  a  most  pernicious  and  destnietive  attempt;  to 
fix  it  in  an  Edward's  or  Henry's  reign,  is  owing  ts 
the  idle  dreams  of  aome  whimsical,  ill-judging 
antiquarians:  But,  my  lord,  this  is  a  point  too  im- 
portant to  be  lefl  to  such  wrong-headed  people. 
When  did  the  house  of  commons  first  begin?  When! 
my  lord?  It  began  with  the  constitution,  it  grew 
up  with  the  constitution;  there  is  not  a  blade  of 
growing  in  the  most  obscure  comer  of  this 
dom,  which  is  not,  which  was  not,  ever  represented 
since  the  constitution  beg^n;  there  is  not  a  blade 
of  grass  which,  when  taxed,  waa  not  taxed  by  the 
consent  of  the  proprietor. 

There  is  a  history  writte-t  ty  one  Carte,  a  historj 
that  most  people  see  through;  and  there  is  asothei 
favorite  history,  much  read  and  admired.  I  wiS 
not  name  the  author,  your  lordship  m*jst  know 
whom  I  mean,  and  you  must  know  from  whence  he 
pilfered  his  notions  concerning  the  first  beginning 
of  the  house  of  commons.  My  lord,  f  ohallengi 
any  one  to  point  out  the  time  when  any  tax  wai 
laid  upon  any  perfion  by  parliament,  that  person 
being  unrepresented  in  parliament.  The  parlia- 
ment laid  a  tax  upon  the  palatinate  .tf  Chester,  and 
ordered  commissioners  to  collect  it  there,  as  com- 
missioners were  ordered  to  collect  it  in  other  conn' 
ties;  but  the  palatinate  refused  to  comply;  the| 
addressed  the  king  by  petition,  setting  forth,  that 
the  English  parliament  had  no  right  to  tax  them; 
that  they  had  a  parliament  df  their  own;  they  had 
always  taxed  themselves,  and  therefore  desired  tlic 
king  to  order  his  commissioners  not  to  proceed. 
My  lord,  the  king  received  the  petition;  he  did 
not  declare  them  either  seditious  or  rebelliouf, 


My  position  is  this--I  repeat  it — I  will  maintain 
it  to  my  last  hour — taxation  and  representation  are 
inseparable;  this  position  is  founded  on  the  laws  .but  allowed  their  plea,  and  they  taxed  themselves, 
of  nature;  it  is  more,  it  is  itself  an  eternal  law  of  Your  lordship  may  see  both  the  petition  and  the 


nature;  for  whatever  is  a  man's  own,  is  absolutely 


king's  answer,  in  the  records  in  the  Tower.     The 


his  own;  no  man  has  aright  to  take  it  from  bimiclergy  taxed  themselves;  when  the  p^irliament 
without  his  consent,  either  expressed  by  himself  or  attempted  to  tax  them,  they  stoutly  refused,  sai^ 
representative;  whoever  attempts  to  do  it,  attempts  jihey  were  not  represented  there;  tiiat  they  had  i 
an  injury;  whoever  does  it,  commits  a  robbery;  he  jpirliament  of  their  own,  which  represented  the 
throws  down  and  destroys  the  distinction  between  clergy;  that  they  would  tax  tiiemselves;  they  did 
liberty  and  slavery.  Taxation  and  representation  I  so.  Much  stress  baa  been  laid  upon  Wales,  before 
are  coeval  with,  and  essential  to,  tliis  constitution.  I  it  was  united  as  it  now  is,  as  if  the  king,  standing 
I  wish  the  maxim  of  Machiavel  was  followed,  that  \  in  the  place  of  the  former  princes  of  that  coun< 


of  examining  a  constitution,  at  certain  period*,  try,  raised  money  by  his  own  authority;  but  the 
according  to  its  first  principles;  thiq  would  correct  i  real  facts  are  otherwise:  For  1  find  that,  long  be- 
abuses  and  supply  defects.  I  wish  the  times  would  lore  Wales  was  subvlucd,  the  northern  counties  ol 
bear  it,  and  that  men's  minds  were  cool  enough  to  that  principality  had  representatives  and  ;i  p  irlia 
enter  upon  such  a  task,  and  that  the  representative  ^  m?i\i  or  assembly.    As  to  IreUnd,  my  lord,  befon 
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^t  kin^om  had  a  parliament,  as  it  now  has,  if 

TOUT  lordship  will  examine  the  old  records*  you 

vUl  fi<id  that,  when  a  tax  was  to  be  laid  on  that 

Cooniry,  the  Irish  sent  over  here  representatiTcs; 

ind  the  same  records  will  inforiD  your  lordship 

irhat  waives  those  representatives  received  fr6in 

their  constituents.    In  shorty  my  lord,  from  the 

vbole  of  our  history,  from  the  earliest  period,  you 

will   find  that  taxation  and  representation  were 

aliriays  united;   so  true  are  the   words   of  thai 

coosummate  reasoner  and  politician  Mr.  Locke.    I 

before  alluded  to  his  booki  I  have  ag^ain  consulted 

buns  and  finding  that  he  writes  so  applicable  to  the 

Mbject  in  hand,  and  so  much  in  favor  of  my  senti- 

neviis,  I  beg  your  lordship's  leave  to  read  a  little 

ef  bis  book. 


to  enable  me  to  express  myself  in  a  manner  worthy 
of  their  attention.  A  modesty,  becoming  my  situa^ 
tion,  prevented  me  from  offering  my  opinion  be- 
fore, when  I  saw  men  of  so  much  superior  ability 
rising  from  the  beginning  of  the  debate. 

It  may  appear  arrogant  in  a  member  so  inferior 
as  I  confess  myself  to  be,  to  offer  objections  to  a 
bill,  so  extensive  in  its  consequences  under  every 
consideration,  especially  af^er  it  must  U&ve  been  so 
maturely  considered,  in  every  article,  by  men  so 
distinguished  by  their  talents  and  high  situations 
in  office,  besides  the  general  applause  which  haa 
followed  the  bill  in  its  rapid  progress  through  this 
house.  Nevertheless,  though  naturally  diffident  of 
my  opinion,  when  I  had  the  good  or  bad  fortune 
(I  don't  know  which  to  term  it)  of  prognosticating 
to  the  chairman  of  the  East.India  company,  the 
consequences  of  sending  this  tea,  on  their  own  ac- 
count, to  America,  and  that  the  event  has  literally 
fulfilled  my  words,  as  it  is  well  known  to  some  mem« 
bers  now  in  my  eye,  it  makes  me  more  confident  in 
warning  the  house  of  what  I  apprehend  will  be  the 
eonsequencee  of  this  bill. 


**The  supreme  power  cannot  take  from  any  man, 
viy  fMrt  of  his  property  without  his  own  consent;" 
an^  B.  It  p.  136—139,  particularly  140.  Such  are 
t^e  words  of  this  great  man,  and  which  are  well 
war-tb  your  lordship's  serious  attention.  His  prin* 
ciplcs  are  drawn  from  the  heart  of  our  constitu- 
ti<^n^  which  he  thoroughly  understood,  and  will 

^t.  as  long  as  that  shall  last;  and,  to  his  immortal  i  told  the  chairman  of  the  Bast-Ibdia  company, 
hwior,  I  know  not  to  what,  under  Providence,  the  first  in  conversation,  on  asking  my  opinion,  and 
^e»oltttioQ  and  all  its  happy  effects  are  more  owing  afterwards  by  letter,  that  the  evidence  might  ap- 
tfc^O  to  the  principles  of  government  laid  down  by  pear  in  the  progresi  of  tilings,  that  I  conceived 
M«*.  I/>cke.  For  these  reasons,  my  lord  ,1  can  never!  the  East-India  company  cxporUng  tea  on  their 
P^e  my  assent  to  sny  bill  for  taxing  tlie  American  jo^.„  account  wa?,  under  every  consideration  of 
colosies,  while  they  remain  unrepresented;  for,  ss^  their  situation  and  Institution,  wno^o,  but,  under 
to  the  distinction  of  a  virtual  representation,  it  isjthe  present  discontents  and  disputed  matters  of 
■•  rnhmiTd  as  not  to  deserve  an  snswer;  I  tlierefure  go^.grn„gnt  in  America,  cniMiwAitr  absuhd,  be- 
P*^  it  over  with  contempt.  The  foref*thers  ofj  g.^e  they  Fere  presenting  themselves  as  the  butt 
*^«  Americans  did  not  leave  their  native  country,  i„  tjjg  controversy,  where  they  would  probably 

come  off  with  the  loss  of  the  whole.  The  event 
has  justified  my  prediction;  for  whatever  repay- 
ment  the  company  may  obtain  from  the  town  of 
Boston,  under  those  cruel  coercive  measures  now 
proposed,  (the  effect  of  which  I  still  doubt)  yet  the 
company  must  remain  great  losers,  even  if  the 
other  provinces,  equally  culpable,  are  made  to 
refund  the  loss  arising  from  their  conduct;  because 
it  was  not  supplies  of  cash  at  a  distant  period  the 
company  wanted,  but  an  imxediati  supplt,  to 
answer  a  temporary  exigency,  which  a  combina* 
tion  of  the  enemies  of  the  company  hid  produced. 

I  now  venture  to  predict  to  this  house,  that 
the  effect  of  the  present  bill  must  be  productive 
of  a  general  confederacy,  to  resist  the  power  of 
this  country.  It  is  irritating,  tempting,  nay  inviting 
men  to  those  deeds,  by  ineffectual  expedients, 
the  abortions  of  an  undecisive  mind,  incapable  of 
comprehending  the  chain  of  consequences  w^vi^ 


subject  themselves  to  every  danger  and  dis 
^^ss»  to  be  reduced  to  a  state  of  slaveryi  they  did 
'^t  gire  up  their  rights;  they  looked  for  protec- 
^'^^s  and  not  for  chains,  from  their  mother  coun- 
ts by  ber  they  expected  to  be  defended  in  the 
I'^T^aession  of  their  property,  and  not  to  be  deprived 
^  *•■;  for  should  the  present  power  continue,  there 
^  "^tithing  which  they  can  call  their  own;  or,  to  use 
*^^    words  of  Mr.  Locke,  "what  property  have 
^'^^^  in  that  which  another  may  by  right  Uke  when 
^^    pleases  to  himself?" 

LosDoir,  March,  1774. 
^^^-^enwr  JohnttenU  tpetch  on  the  bill  for  blockading 

the  town  fif  Boit*n. 

I  _ 

V     ^^ia.  SrsAKKB^l  find  so  much  difficulty  in  pro- 

"^^^incing  my  sentiments  at  any  time,  that  unless 

^^^^  house  b  kindly  disposed  to  hear  me  at  this 

'^^«  hour,  1  shall  patiently  sit  down,  because  I  am 

^^^Ucious  it  will  require  their  greatest  indulgence 
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OHut  result  from  *tleh  a  law.— >I  uta  Hot  etfe  of 
those  who  believe,  that  disttiit  pfovincei  Cm  be 
fetained  in  their  duty  by  preachiaj^  or  enchant- 
taienu;  I  believe  that  vOaca  op  po#iSf  conducted 
with  wiioox,  are  the  means  of  fecurinf^  regular 
qbedience   under  every  establiahment,  but  that 
•uch  force  should  never  be  applied  to  any  degree 
of  rigour,  unless  it  shall  carry  the  gentr«l  approba 
tion  of  mankind  in  the  execution.    However  much 
•^ch  approbation  may  prevail  at  the  particular 
moment  in  this  house,  it  is  impossible  to  believe 
the  sense  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  sense  of  America, 
can  go  to  the  punishing  a  raBTicuLAa  towk,  for 
resisting  the  payment  of  the  tea- tax,  which   is 
universally  odious  throughout  America,  and   is 
held  in  ridicule  and  contempt  by  every  thinking 
man  in  this  country.— The  question  of  taxing  Ame- 
rica is  sufficiently  nice  to  palliate  resistance,  if  the 
subject  had  never  been  litigated  in  this  country; 
but,  after  the  highest  characten  in  the  state  had 
declared  against  the  right  of  this  country  to  im- 
pose taxes  on  America,  for  the  purposes  of  revenue; 
nfter  the  general  voice  of  the  senate  had  concurred 
10  marxAUXo  thk  staxp   act,  upon   that  princi- 
ple: after  those  men,  who  had  maintained  these 
doctrines,  had  been  promoted  by  his  majesty  to 
the  first  stations  in  the  administration  of  civil  and 
judicial  affairs,  there  is  so  much  mitigation  to  be 
pieced  in  favor  of  the  Americans,  from  those  cir- 
cumstances (allpwing  them  in  an  error  at  present) 
that  erery  man  must  feel  the  height  of  cruelty,  by 
enforcing  contrary  maxims,  with  any  degree  of 
severity  at  first,  before  due  warning  is  given 

It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  Boston  is  more  culpable 
than  the  other  colonies;  sending  the  ships  from 
thence,  and  obliging  them  to  return  to  England, 
is  a  more  solemn  and  deliberate  act  of  resistance, 
than  the  outrage  committed  by  persons  in  disguise, 
in  the  night,  when  the  ship  refused  to  depart.— 
That  the  blocking  up  of  the  harbor  of  Boston,  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  British  manufactures, 
or  the  exportation  of  goods  which  are  to  pay  for 
them,  is  a  measure  equally  absurd  as  if  the  parlia- 
ment here,  upon  the  resistance  which  was  made 
to  their  resolution,  by  the  riots  of  Brentford,  and 
other  disturbances  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  bad 
decreed,  by  way  of  punisfiment,  that  the  freehold 
era  should  have  been  prohibited  from  sowing  wheat. 
For  whose  benefit  do  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  toil 
and  labor?  Thespringa  in  the  circle  of  commerce 
bear  so  nicely  on  each  other,  that  few  men  can  tell 
by  interrupting  one,  the  degree  and  extent  to  which 
the  rest  nay  be  exposed.  By  excluding  the  im- 
portation of  moUsseSy  and  the  esportstioaof  that ' 


spirit   which   is  distiUed   at   Boston,  the  whol^ 
Ottinea  trade  wHl  be  affected,  and  in*  consequenetf 
the  sugar  trade  that  diepends  upon  it.    In  extends- 
ing  this  kind  of  puisument  to  the  other  colonies/ 
every  one  must  see  the  danger;  and  yet,  if  it  cair 
be  approved  fifr  one,  the  same  arguments  will  bold' 
good  to  approve  sfr  reject  it  respecting  the  other. 
But  let  any  man  figure  to  himself  the  consequences 
to  this  country,  if  a  similar  punishment  waS  applied* 
to  the  colony  of  Virginia;  4^300,000  a  year  diminu*^ 
tion  hi  revenue,  besides  the  loss  of  all  the  foreigir 
contracts,  and  perhaps  of  that  beneficial  trade  for* 
ever.    Notwithstanding  the  general  approbatioor 
which  has  been  giten  to  thia  bill,  and  the  loud- 
applauses  which  hate  been  re«echoed  to  ever/ 
word  of  the  noble  lord  in  explaining  it,  yet  no  matr 
will  be  bold  enough  to  say,  that  this  PAnTiaik 
puirisHKxsT  is  a  remedy  for  the  general  disease, 
and  yet  without  knowing  what  is  to  follow,  no  man 
can  be  vindicated  (even  supposing  the  bill  right  ta 
part)  for  giving  his  assent  to  it.    't'hos^  gentlemeitf 
who  are  in  the  secrets  of  the  cabinet,  and  know 
how  assuredly  every  proposition  Ax>m  them   is 
adopted  by  thia  house,  may  be  excused  for  tbdr 
sanguine  acclamations  in  favor  of  the  measure.  But. 
the  general  mass,  who  must  be  equally  ignorant 
with  myself  of  what  is  to  follow,  can  have  no 
excuse  for  giving  their  assent  so  readily  for  punish* 
ing  their  fellow  f.ubjects  in  so  unprecedented  m 
manner,  and  their  eager  zeal  serves  only  to  sheiT 
how  ready  they  are  to  obey  the  will  of  another, 
without  exercising   their  own  judgment   in  tL» 
case.  If  the  government  of  this  country  is  resisted 
in  America,  my  opinion  is,  instead  of  removing  the 
seat  of  government  in  the  colony,  and  forcing  the 
eleinents  to  bend  to  our  will,  which  is  imposaibleft 
that  an  effectual  force  should  be  carried  to  the 
heart  of  the  colony  resisting,  to  crush  rebeliioai 
in  the  bud,  before  a  general  confederacy  can  be 
formed.    In  the  present  case  we  abandon  the  go« 
vemment,  and  drive  the  inhabitants  to  despair^ 
leaving  the  muliitude  a  prey  to  any  ambiUoos  spirit 
that  may  arise.    For  my  own  part  I  am  convinced^ 
from  experience  in  the  colonies,  that  good  go« 
vernroent  may  be  conducted  there  upon  ratioiud 
grounds,  na  well  as  in  this  country;  but  the  power 
and  means  of  governing,  rewarda  and  punialiments^ 
are  taken  from  yotH*  supreme  executive  magistrate 
in  every  sense,  and  then  you  are  surprised  that  ail 
order  and  obedience  should  cease.    The  colonies 
can  only  be  governed  by  their  assemblies,  aa  ^ng« 
land  by  the  house  of  commons^  the  patent  officers^ 
aa  well  as  those  in  the  customs,  which  were  formerly 
given,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  gof  eniors,  t# 
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tnea  supporting  government^  and  residing  in  the 
t>rovince8)  are  now  given  in  reversion^  three  or  four 
lives  deep,  to  men  living  in  this  country.  The 
coaimand  of  the  military,  which  was  another  great 
source  of  respect  and  obedience,  Is  likewise  taken 
from  the  governor;  so  tbut  in  t<utb  he  remaihs  an 
insignificant  pageant  of  state^  fit  only  to  trantmit 
tedious  accounts  of  his  own  ridiculous  situation: 
or,  like  the  doctof  of  Sorbonne,  to  debate  with  his 
Iwscibbly  about  abstract  doctrines  in  govemmeni. 

I  am  far  from  wishihg  to  throw  any  blame  upon 
j^vemor  Hutchinson,  or  to  condemn  him,  like  the 
lo'wn  of  Boston,  unhesrd.  The  absence  of  the  man, 
and  the  getienil  clamor  against  him,  will  restrain 
me  from  saying  many  things  respecting  his  con- 
duct, which  appear  reprehensible.    But  I  cannot 
Udmtt  ft  passage  ill  the  speech  of  a  noble  lord  to 
pMSs  unnoticed.    His  lordship  alleges^  "that  the 
"  governor  could  not  apply  to  the  admiral  irt  the 
^harbor,  or  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
^troops  id  the  castle,  for  the  protection  of  the 
**  custom-house  officers,  as  well  as  the  teas  in  ques- 
*■  tioni  wtTHoVTtheadviceof hiscoimcii."  But  1  beg 
leave  to  inform  the  noble  lord;  as  I  served  in  that 
station  myselft  that  there  H  a  volume  of  instruc- 
tions to  every  governor  on  tliis  subject^  whereby 
be  is  commanded,  under  the  severest  penalties,  '*tb 
«<  give  all  kind  of  protection  to  trade attd  commerce, 
^*  as  well  as  to  the  officers  of  his  majesty's  customs, 
^*  by  his  own  authority,  withcut  thb  necessity  of 
^  acting  through  his  couhcil."    Nor  can  1  conceive 
m  possible  excuse  for  the  destruction  of  those  teas, 
lirhile  two  men  of  wa^  lay  in  the  harbor,  without 
^e  least  application  baviug  been  made  to  the  ad- 
miral for  prot6Cti<in,  during  %o  long  A  txansaciion. 

The  first  essential  point  in  those  disputes  which 

%re  nCw  likely  to  become  so  serious,  by  the  weak* 

%iea«  of  administration  in  this  couniry,  in  following 

lio  conii^cte<l  plan,  either  of  force  or  f^ivor,  but 

iBonttantLy  vibrating  between  the  two,  is  to  put 

%»urselves  in  the  right,  and  for  this  purpose  1  would 

recommend  the  immediate  bkpbai.  of  tus  tba  nuTt, 

^bicb  can  be  vindicated  upon  no  principles,  either 

«f  commerce  or  policy.      Men  may  allege   this 

would  be  giving  up  the  point.    But  if  we  have  no 

better  points  to  diitpute  upon,  I  am  ready  to  yield 

l]ie  arguments    Raising  taxes  in  Ame^ca  for  the 

purposes  of  BBVsif  us,  I  maintain  to  be  unnecessary 

•nd  dangerous.    A  stamp  act,  as  a  measure  of 

police,  varied  for  the  different  governments^  and 

leaving  the  revenue  raised  thereby  to  be  appro- 


iog  a  due  obedience  td  the  authoriiy  of  this  coup« 
try,  and  prolonging  that  dependence  for  ages  to 
come*  How  far  ii  can  be  executed  afier  what  has 
already  (lassedt  1  am  rather  diffident;  but  of  this  t 
am  certain^  that  in  case  Great  Britain  is  deprived 
of  elecuting  a  measure  of  that  naure,  which,  bf 
pervading  every  transaction,  secures  the  exrCUtioo 
in  iuelf,  she  haft  lost  one  of  the  greatest  engines 
for  supporting  her  influence  throughout  the  em-* 
pire  without  oppression.  Some  men,  wSo  are  for 
simplifying  government  to  their  own  compreheil* 
sions,  will  not  allow  they  taxi  conceive  that  the  sa« 
preme  legislative  authority  shall  riot  be  paramouiit 
in  all  things;  and  taxation  being  fully  comprehend* 
ed  in  legislation^  they  argue,  that  the  power  of  the 
one  must  necessarily  follow  that  of  the  other^  and 
yet  we  find  mankind  possessed  of  privileges,  which 

m 

are  not  to  be  violated  in  the  moitt  arbitrarv  couin* 
tries.  The  province  of  Languedoc  is  a  striking 
eiiample  in  refutation  of  the  doctrines  respecting 
taxation^  which  are  held  by  such  narrow  observetSi 
The  kingdom  of  Ireland  is  another  instance  in  out* 
dominions.  Inhere  is  not  one  argument  which  can 
apply  for  exempting  Ireland  from  taxStioti  by  tha 
parliamint  of  Great  Britsin,  that  does  not  equally 
protect  the  colonies  from  the  power  of  sue!)  puirtial 
Judges.  Every  man  should  now  call  to  his  remem- 
brance by  what  obstinate  infatuation  Philip  the  II. 
came  to  lose  the  United  Pr^tvinces.  Can  it  be 
supposed  that,  in  a  nation  so  wise  as  Spain  was  at 
that  time,  that  no  man  perceived  the  injustice  and 
futility  of  the  measure  in  dispute?  But  I  Ctoi 
easily  suppose,  from  the  pride  of  authority  where 
our  vanity  is  so  much  flattered,  that  no  man  durst 
venture  a  proposition  fbr  receding  from  that  cruel 
measure  after  it  had  been  resisted  by  Violence! 

These  are  the  general  beadsi 

The  particular  objections  to  the  bill  St^e,  tiM, 
for  continuing  the  punishment  *'until  satisfaction 
shall  be  made  to  the  India  company,*'  without  stat- 
ing the  amount^  dr  what  that  satiihfaction  shall  be. 
Next,  ^until  peaCe  and  good  order  shall  be  cer< 
tified  to  be  restored,**  when  it  Is  impossible,  as  to 
the  subject  indisputCi  that  such  certificate  can  ever 
be  granted,  because  the  custom-house  officers  ero 
removed,  and  ail  trade  and  commerce  prohibited. 
The  numerous  disptites  and  litigations  >«rhich  must 
necessarily  arise  in  csrrying  this  law  into  execu^ 
tion^  dn  contract  made  by  parties  beforif  they  codld 
be  apprised  of  it,  and  the  despatch  of  ships  in  bar« 
bor  Under  the  limited  time,  Without  any  exception 
for  the  desertion  of  seamen,  or  lirittd  and  weatfieri 


priated  by  the  respective  legislatures,  I  hold  to   is  altogether  melancholy  to  cbnsider!    The  {:fcwer 
be  a  measure  of  the  highest  efHcacy,  for  mainUin*  1  given  to  the  admiralt  or  chief  oommsndeo  to  oc^if 
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the  »hips  rcturninif  from  foreign  voyai^es  to  such  |  procted  dlfTerent  from  the  line  which  it  nlwtji 
staUons,  as  be  ihall  direct,  tt  wild,  texatiout,  and  obserTed  in  courts  of  justice?    Y  lu  are  now  going' 
indefinite.    That  of  permitting  his  majesty  to  alter 


to  alter  the  charter  because  it  is  coovenient.    Is 


the  Talueof  all  the  property  in  the  town  of  Boston,!  what  manner  does  the  house  mean  to  take  »way 
upon  restoring  the  port,  by  affixing  such  quays  and!  this  charter,  when  in  fact  they  refuse  to  hear  the 
Wharves,  as  es  omi  shall  appoint,  for  landing  and  parties,  or  to  go  through  a  legal  course  of  eirideaet 


shipping  of  goods,  is  Tuble  to  such  misrepresenta- 
tion and  abuse,  that  I  expect  to  see  CTery  evil  fol- 
low the  exercise  of  it,  and  it  mubt  create  infinite 

jealousies  and  di&iraciions  among  the  people. 

• 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  bill,  both  from 
the  principle  and  munner  in  which  it  has  been 
passetl,  and  from  fore  lunning  the  general  regula- 
tions that  are  intentJed,  and  which  ought  at  least 
to  accompany  it,  instead,  of  quieting  the  disturb- 
ances  in  Boston,  it  will  promote  them  still  further, 
and  induce  the  inhabitants  to  cut  off  all  communi- 


of  the  facts.  Chartered  rights  have,  at  all  timesj 
when  attempted  to  be  altered  or  taken  n^ray, 
occasioned  much  bloodshed  and  strife;  and  wfaal« 
ever  persons  in  this  house  have  advanced*  thai 
they  do  not  proceed  upon  this  business  but  witk 
trembling  hands|  I  do  also  asaure  them  that  I  hnft 
shewn  my  fears  upon  this  occasion;  for  I  haTe  ma* 
away  from  every  question,  excep'.  one*  to  which  I 
guve  my  negative.  I  do  not  like  to  be  present  at 
a  busmes9,  which  1  think  inconsistent  with  the 
dignity  and  justice  of  this  house;  I  iremble  whea 
1  am,  for  fear  of  the  cansequences;  and  I  think  t1 


cation  with  your  ships  of  war,  which  may  be  pro-L  |•^^e  extraordinary  that  Mr.  Bollan  should  bi 
ductive  of  mutual  hostilities,  and  most  probably  L^^iUed  to  be  heard  as  an  American  agent  in  th'i 
will  end  in  a  oiskial  bctolt.  house  of  krds,  when  in  the  house  of  commons  h 

was  refused.    I  believe  it  is  true,  that  the  facts  se 


LovDOR,  April  26,  17^4. 
Jfn  authentic  account  of  Frit^^^t  debate  on  the  tecond 

reading  of  the  bill  for  reflating  the  civil  govern^ 

ment  of  J^iattachuteitt-Bay. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  make  any 
debate,  for  he  was  not  enabled  as  yet  to  form  any 
opinion  whether  the  bill  before  the  house  was  a 
proper  bill  or  not;  as  copies  of  the  charters  which 
had  been  ordered  before  the  house  were  not  yet 
laid,  he  would  venture  to  say,  that  no  man  knew 
the  constitution  of  that  government;  it  was  there, 
fore  impossible  for  him  to  say  in  what  manner  he 
would  correct  or  amend  it. 

Sir  George  Saville  said,  he  had  not  troubled  the 
bouse  before  on  the  occasion,  but  he  could  not 
help  observing,  that  the  measure  now  before  the 
bouse  was  a  very  doubtful  and  dangerous  one; 
doubtful  as  to  the  propriety  of  reguUtion,  and 


forth  in  his  petition  to  this  house,  were  differen 
from  those  which  he  presented  to  the  bouse  c 
lords;  in  one  declaring  himself  an  inhabitant  < 
Boston,  and  in  the  other  omitting  it.  I  cannot  coi 
ceive  it  possible  to  proceed  on  this  bill  upott  tl) 
small  ground  of  evidence  which  you  have  bad 

Mr.  iVtlbore  EUio.  I  must  rise,  sir,  with  grei 
confidence,  when  1  differ  from  the  honorable  get 
tlemaii  who  spvke  last,  whose  abilities  are  i 
eminently  great;  but  I  think,  sir,  that  charterc 
rights  are  by  no  means  those  sacred  things  whic 
never  can  be  altered;  they  are  vested  in  the  croi) 
as  a  prerogative,  for  the  good  of  the  people  : 
large;  if  the  supreme  legislature  find  that  tho! 
charters  so  granted,  are  both  unfit  and  inconreniei 
for  the  public  utility,  they  have  a  right  to  mak 
them  fit  and  convenient;  wherever  private  pr 
perty  is  concerned,  the  legislature  will  not  tal 


dangerous  as  to  its  consequence;  ih»t  charters  b)  Ijt  away  wiihout  making  a  full  recompense;  b 


goveinment  were  sacred  things,  snd  sre  o^ily  to  be 
taken  away  by  a  due  course  of  law,  either  as  a 
punikhment  for  an  offence,  or  for  a  breacli  of  the 
contract,  and  that  can  only  be  by  evidence  of  the 
facts;  nor  could  he  conceive  that  in  either  of  thosi 
cases  there  could  be  any  Mich  thing  as  proceedin^t 
without  a  fair  hearing  of  both  parties.  This  luea. 
sure  before  us  seems  to  be  a  most  extraordinary 
exertion  of  legislative  power.  Let  us  suppose  a 
lease  granted  to  a  man,  wherein  was  a  covenant, 
the  breach  of  whicn  would  subject  him  to  a  for- 
feiture  of  bis  lease — would  not  a  court  of  justic* 
require  evidence  of  the  fact?    Why,  thcD|  will  you 


wherever  the  regulation  of  public  matter  is  t] 
object,  they  have  a  right  to  correct,  controul, 
lake  it  away,  as  may  best  suit  the  public  welfin 
The  crown  may  some  times  grant  improper  pow< 
with  regard  to  governments  that  are  to  be  estj 
Itahed;  will  it  not  be  highly  proper  and  necessai 
that  the  legislature,  seeing  in  what  manner  t 
croArn  has  been  ill-advised,  should  take  it  in 
their  consideration,  and  alter  it  as  far  as  necessa 
It  is  the  legislature's  duty  to  correct  the  errc 
that  have  been  esiablished  in  the  infancy  of  tl; 
constitution,  and  regulate  them  for  the  public  w 
fare.    Is  a  charter,  not  consistent  with  the  ptib 
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good«  to  be  continued?    The  honorable  gentlemen 

fajrs*  much  bloodshed  has  been  occasioned  by  tak 

in^T  *v*y  o^  altering  of  chartered  rights;  I  grant  it; 

bat  it  has  always  been  where  encroachments  have 

been  made  by  improper  parties,  and  the  attack 

has  been  carried  on  by  improper  powers.    He  also 

tax**  this  form  of  government  in  America  otigb  t 

M»^  to  be  altered,  without  hearing  the  parties;  the 

papers  on  your  table,  surely,  are  sufficient  evidence 

of   ivhat  they  have  to  say  in  their  defence — look 

tttljr  into  the  letter,  dated  the  19th  November, 

1773,  wherein  the  governor  applied  to  the  council 

Ibr    advice,  and  they  neglected  giving  it  to  him! 

•nd   also  wherein  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 

corvancil  by  certain  persons  who  applied  for  protec- 

tioim  to  their  property  during  these  disturbances, 

the  council,  without  giving  any  answer,  adjourned 

foir^  ten  days,  and  the  governor^  was  not  able  to  do 

any    thing  himself  without  their  opinion.    Look 

ag'a.in,  sir,  into  the  resolution  which  the  council 

caTiie  to  when  they  met  again,  stating  the  total 

in&tafiicieoey  of  their  power.    This,  surely,  sir,  is 

<A    evidence  competent  to  ground  this  bill  upon. 

^e  have  now  got  no  further  than  just  to  alter 

theme  two  parts,  as  stated  by  themselves.    Surely, 

*>>*»  that  form  of  government  which  JwiU  not  protect 

y^^r  property,  ought  to  be  altered  in  such  a  man- 

*^^  ms  it  may  be  able  to  do  it. 

General  Conway,  What  I  intend  to  wy  will  not 
detmy  the  house  long.  I  am  very  sure  what  I 
B^^end  to  fay  will  little  deserve  the  attention  of 


o  be  said,  that  this  hill  p«ss>H  without  it.— 7^ 
house  being  vodferout,  he  said,  T  %m  afr^iH  I  tire  the 
house  with  my  weak  voice;  if  that  is  'he  ease,  I 
will  not  proceed,  but  I  do  think,  and  it  is  oiy 
sincere  opinion,  that  we  are  the  aoorsssors  and 
r7i?iovAT)'»RS,  and  vot  the  coLOinas.  We  have 
iRRiTATSB  and  roBciD  laws  upon  them  for  these 
six  or  seven  years  last  past.  We  have  enacted 
such  a  variety  of  laws,  with  these  new  taxes,  tog«-i 
ther  with  a  refus«l  to  repeU  the  trifling  duty  on 
tea;  all  these  things  have  served  no  other  purpose 
but  to  dittreu  and  perplex.  I  think  the  Annericant 
have  done  no  more  than  every  shbject  would  do  in 
an  ar^t^ar^  state,  where  laws  ire  imposed  against 
their  will.  In  my  conscience,  I  think,  taxation  and 
legitlation  are  in  this  case  incoTiaiftent,  Huve  yoti 
not  a  legislative  right  over  Ireland?  And  yet  no 
one  will  diire  to  say  we  have  a  right  to  tax.  These 
acts  respecting  America,  will  involve  this  country 
and  its  ministers  in  nutfortunet^  and  I  wish  I  may 
not  add,  in  ruin. 

Lord  JK'^orth.  I  do  not  consi'^er  this  matter  of 
regulation  to  be  takin£-  awsy  their  charters  in  such 
manner  as  is  represented;  it  is  a  regulation  of  go- 
vernment to  assist  the  crown;  it  appears  to  me  not 
to  be  a  matter  of  political  expediency,  but  of 
necessity.  If  it  does  not  stand  upon  thtt  ground,  it 
stands  on  nothing.  The  account  which  has  ju«t  now 
Heen  read  to  you  is  an  authentic  paper,  transmitted 
to  government  here,  shewing  that  the  council 
refused  in  every  case  their  assistance  and  advice^ 


the  house;  but  the  subject  is  of  that  importance,  and  will  this  country  sit  still  when  they  see  the 


tl>%t  it  requires  it.    The  consequence  of  this  bill 

^"^H  be  very  important  and  dangerous.     Parlia- 

''^nt  cannot  break  into  a  right  without  hearing 

tl^^  parties.    The  question  then  is  simply  this:— 

^>e  they  been  heard?    Wiiat!  because  the  pa- 

P^^Ts  tav  a  murder  had  been  cnmniitteJ,  does  it 

™Uow  they  have  proved  it?     Jiudi  alteram  partem, 

'*  %  maxim  I  have  long  adhered  to;  but  it  is  some 

thing  so  inconsistent  with  parliamentary  proceed- 

'^^^  not  to  do  it,  that  T  am  astonished  at  it.    The 

^^Uncil  are  blamed  because  they  did  not  give  that 

ice  to  the  governor  which  he  wanted.    I  think, 

the  governor  might  have  acted  alone,  without 

^'^tr  assistance.    Gentlemen  will  consider,  that 

^•^  is  not  only  the  charter  of  Boston,  or  of  any 

P^t^icular  part,  but  the  charter  of  \LL  .\merica. 

^i*^^  the  Americans  not  to  be  heard?  -Do  not  chose 

^    consent  and  agree  about  appointing  an  agent? 

^  ^laink  there  is  no  harm  upon  this  occasion,  in 

•^etching  a  point;  and  1  would  rather  have  Mr 

^^llan,  as  an  agent  of  America  (though    he   u 

irregular  ia  his  appointment)  sooner  than  leave  it 


colony  proceeding   against  your  own   subjects, 
tarring  and  feathering  your  servants,  denying  your 
laws  and  authority,  refVising  every  direction  and 
advice  which  you  send?    Are  we,  sir,  seeing  all 
this,  to  be  silent,  and  give  the  governor  no  sup- 
port?   Gentlemen  say,  let  thencolony  come  to  your 
bar,  and  be  heard  in  their  defence;  though  it  is 
not  likely  that  they  will  come,  when  they  deny 
your  authority  in  every  instance,  can  we  remain 
in  this  situation  long?    We  must  effectually  take 
some  measures  to  correct  and  amend  the  defects 
of  that  government.    I  have  heard  so  many  dif- 
ferent opinions  in  regard  to  our  conduct  in  Ame* 
rica,  I  hardly  know  ho'V  to  answer  them.    The 
honorable   gentleman,   who  spoke  last,  formerly 
blamed  the  tame  an*!  insipid  conduct  of  govern  • 
ment;  now  he  condemns  this  measure  as  harsh  and 
severe.    The  Americans  ha\e  tarred  and  feathered 
yotir  subjects,  plundered  your  merchants,  bu'-nt 
your  ships,  denied  all  obedience  to  your  laws  and 
.(Uthortty;  yet  so  clement  and  forbeariig  has  our 
conduct  beeui  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  now 


IM 
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to  Uke  a  differfitt  coune.  Wb»iever  may  be  the 
conifquence,  we  innst  risque  yomething}  if  we  do 
not,  all  19  ortr,  ^The  measure  now  proposed,  is 
pothing  more  than  taking  the  election  of  counsellors 
out  of  the  han^ls  of  those  people,  whoare  continually 
•ctin^rin  drfinnce  and  resistance  of  your  laws.  It 
has  also  been  snid  by  gentlemetf— send  (br  the 
American*  to  your  btr — gire  tbem  redress  a 
twelve-month  hence.  Surely,  sir,  this  cannot  be 
the  language  that  is  :o  gtre  effectual  relief  to  Ame- 
rica} if  is  not,  I  s«y  again,  political  convenience,  i' 
is  political  necessity  that  urges  this  measure;  if 
this  Is  not  the  proper  method,  shew  me  any  other 
which  is  preferable,  and  I  will  posipone  it. 

Sir  Q^org^  Toung  It  remains  tp  me,  sir,  that 
i^  is  uQAns  •ered  and  unanswerable,  whi^t  has  been 
^HyanceU  by  the  ho*!orable  gentleman  who  spoke 
ijBcqnd,  th^t  t!)e  parties  should  be  heard,  though 
«fen  at  a  twelve-monib  heqce.  Nothing,  sir,  but 
fatal  necessity  can  countenance  thi«  measure.  No 
b6dy  of  iqen  ought  to  be  proceeded  against  with- 
out being  heard,  much  less  ought  the  regulation 
of  %  whole  govtniioent  to  take  place,  without  the 
parties  attending  in  their  defence  against  such 
|Utcr.«tion8. 

Governor  JohntUn.  I  see,  sir,  a  great  disposition 
In  this  house  to  proceed  in  this  business  without 
l^nowing  any  thing  of  the  constitution  of  America; 
several  inconveniences  will  ^rise  if  the  aheriff*  is 
to  b(?  appointed  bv  the  governor^  the  jury  wilt,  of 
course,  be  biassed  by  sqme  influence  or  other; 
ipecial  juries  will  be  most  liable  to  this.    [Here [an  honorable  gentleman  has  observed,  that  we  arc 
the  governor  gave  ah  account  of  the  different  riots  the  aggressors 
which  had  happened  in   England,  and  compared 
them  with  what  be  called  the  fal^e  accounis  of 
those  from  America.]    I  impute,  tays  he,  all  the 
nisfortimes  which  have  happened  in  America,  to 
the  tuking  away  the  power  of  the  governor.    No 
nan  of  common  sense  can  apprehend  that  the  go. 
vcmor  would  ever  have  gone  two  or  three  days 
into  the  country,  during  these  disturbances,  if  he 
bad  the'  command  of  the  military  power.    The 
oaural  spirit  of  man  would  be  fired,  in  such  a 
nanner,  as  to  actuate  himself  to  shew  resistance: 
but  in  iliis  governor  no  power  was  lodged     I  dis- 
approve much  of  the  measure  which  is  before  us, 
^id  I  cannot  but  think  its  consequences  will  be 
priju^icialf 


quell  ih«*  riots  and  disturbances.^  ^  No,  they  ok 
none.  Let  me  ask  again,  whether  all  the  checks 
and  eontroul  that  are  necessary,  are  not  put  iete 
the  commission  of  the  governments?  Much  hat 
been  said  about  hearing  the  parties,  and  taking 
away  their  chartered  rights;  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
where  the  rig^t  is  a  high  political  regulation,  you 
are  not  in  that  instance  bound  to  hear  thOD;  bat 
the  hearmg  of  parties  is  neeeaaary  where  private 
property  is  concerned.  It  is  not  only  in  the  late 
proceedings,  but  in  all  former,  that  they  have 
denied  your  authority  over  them;  they«haTe  r^ 
fused  protection  to  his  mcijeaty't  sobjeota^  and  is 
every  instance  disobeyed  the  laws  of  this  countryi 
either  let  thia  country  forsake  its  trade  with  Ame* 
riea,  or  let  us  give  that  due  proteotion  to  it  which 
safety  requires. 

Mr.  Barrit,  I  cannot  see,  sir,  any  reason  Ibr  sn 
wide  a  separation  between  America  and  England* 
as  other  gentlemen  are  apt  to  think  there  ought 
to  be;  that  country,  sir>  was  batched  from  thia,  and 
I  hope  we  shall  always  keep  it  under  the  shadow 
of  our  winga  It  haa  been  said,  no  repreaentatien, 
no  tftation.  This  waa  the  system  formerly  adopted, 
but  I  do  not  find  it  authorised  in  any  book  of  jiiria* 
prudence,  nor  do  I  deem  it  to  bs  a  doctrine  either 
reasonable  or  constitutional.  I  insist  upon  it,  thej 
are  bound  to  obey  both  the  crown  and  parliament. 
The  last  twelve  years  of  our  proceedings  have  been 
a  scene  of  lenTty  and  inactivity.  Let  us  proceed 
and  mend  otir  method,  or  else  I  shall  believe,  at 


Mr.  C.  Jenkinton.  I  rise,  sir,  only  to  observe,  that 
if  the  coloi  y  has  not  that  power  within  iUelf  to 
maintain  its  own  peace  and  order,  the  legislature 
should,  and  ougl.t  to  have.  Let  me  ask,  sir,  whe- 
tlicr  the  colony  took  any  step,  in  any  shape,  to 


Sir  Edward  A$tley,  If  we  have  had  a  twelve  years 
lenity  and  inactivity,  I  hope  we  shall  not  now 
proceed  to  have  a  twelve  years  cruelty  and  op- 
pression. By  the  resolution  and  firmness  trhich 
I  perceive  in  the  house,  it  seems  to  indicate  a  per- 
severance in  the  measure  now  proposed,  which  I 
deem  to  be  a  harsh  one,  and  unworthy  of  a  British 
legislature. 

Mr.  }Vard.  [The  house  was  very  noisy  during 
the  few  words  whlc'i  he  said.]— He  found  &ult 
with  the  clvarter  being  left  too  much,  as  to  the 
ex'^cution  of  its  power,  in  the  people,  and  be  could 
not  think  the  Icgt&laiure  was  doing  any  thing, 
which  it  had  not  a  right  to  do,  as  he  had  lo«.tked 
upon  all  chariers  to  be  granted  with  a  particular 
clause  in  it,  expressing  that  it  should  not  be  taken 
away  but  by  the  parliament. 

Governor  Po-mnal.  I  beg  leave  to  set  some  gen- 
tlemen right,  who  have  erred  with  regard  to  tbf 
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Wiitrters  of  Aoierica.    The  appointment  of  sever«t 
^f  the  officers  U  in  the  governor.    The  charter  o' 
~3oiton  directs,  that  the  governor  thall  ask  tbt 
coanctl  for  advice,  but  it  does  not  say  he  shall  noi 
act  without  it,  if  they  refUse  to  give  it.    It  is  said 
it  IS  criminal  to  do  any  thing  without  advice  of  the 
council;  I  differ  greatly,  sir,  from  that  doctrine; 
Cor  I  myself  have  acted  without  in  putting  an  end 
to  disturbances,  in  preserving  the  peace  and  good 
«rder  of  the  place;  if  I  had  been  governor  during 
tb^  late  disturbances,  I  would  have  given  an  or- 
der for  the  military  power  to  attend,  and  then  let 
ae  have  seen  what  officer  dare  disobey.    I  think 
the  council  are  much  to  blame  for  not  co-operating 
and  aMisting  the  governor,  but  I  think  the  gover- 
aor  might  have  acted  without  the  council.    The 
council  are  inexcusable,  though  not  criminal,  as 
they  are  not  obliged  to  give  it.    I,  sir,  for  my  part, 
aball  give  my  last  opinion.    I  have  always  been  in 
one  way  of  thinking  with  regard  to  America,  which 
Ihave  both  given  here  and  wrote  to  America.  They 
have  all  along  tended  to  one  point;  but  it  is  now 
BO  longer  matter  of  opinion.  Things  are  now  come 
to  action;  and  I  must  be  free  to  tell  the  house, 
that  the  Americans  will  resist  these  measurcF: 
they  are  prepared  to  do  it.    I  do  not  mean  by 
arms,  but  by  the  conversation  of  public  town  meet, 
lags;  they  now  send  their  letters  by  aouriers, 
instead  of  the  post,  from  one  town  to  another;  and 
I  can  say  your  post  office  will  very  soon  be  de- 
prived of  its  revenue.    With  regard  to  the  officers 
who  command  the  militia  of  that  country,  they 
will  have  them  of  their  own  appointment,  and  not 
from  government;  but  I  will  never  more  give  an 
opinion  concerning  America  in  this  house;  those  T 
have  given  have  been  disregarded. 

Mr.  Rigby,  Upon  my  word,  sir,  what  was  just 

Bow  said,  it  very  worthy  the  considertttion  of  this 

house;  and  if,  from  what  the  honorable  gentleman 

•ays,  it  is  true,  and  I  believe  he  is  well  informed, 

it  appears,  thai  America  it  preparing  to  armt;  and 

thai  the  deHberationt  of  their  toton  meetirig%  tend 

chieJUf  to  oppote  the  meatuvet  ofthit  country  by  force 

He  has  told  you,  sir,  that  the  Americans  will  ap- 

]>oint  other  officers  than  those  sent  by  government 

to  command  their  troops.     He  has  told  you  that 

the  post  office  is  established  on  their  account  from 

town  to  town,  in  order  to  carry  their  traitorous 

Correspondence  from  one  to  another,    lie  has  told 

yf«i  the  post  office  revenue  will  soon  be  annihilated. 

tr  these  things  are  true,  air,  I  find  we  have  been 

^ke  aggressors,  by  continually  doing  acts  of  lenity 

^Jr  ^kcae  twelve  years  last  past.    I  think,  sir,  and 

J  9p0^  eut  boldhf  when  I  nry  iV,  that  this  country 


hmt  a  right  to  tax  America;  but,  sir,  it  is  matter  of 
iatonishment  to  me,  how  an  honorable  gentleman 
(Mr  Conway)  can  be  the  author  of  bringing  in  of 
«  declaratory  law  over  all  America,  and  yet  saying 
4t  one  and  the  same  time,  that  we  have  no  right 
to  tax  America?    If  I  was  to  begin  to  say  that 
\merica  ought  not  to  be  Uxed,  and  that  these 
measures  were  not  proper,  I  would  first  desire  my 
own  declaratory  law  to  be  repealed;  but  being  of 
opinion  that  the  Americans  are  the  subjects  ofthit 
country,  I  will  declare  freely,  that  I  think  thia 
country  has  a  right  to  Ux  America;  but  I  do  not 
hay  that  I  would  put  any  new  tax  on  at  this  par* 
ticular  crisis;  but  when  things  are  returned  to  a 
peaeeable  state,  I'would  then  begin  to  exercise  it. 
And  I  am  firee  to  declare  my  opinion,  that  I  think  we 
have  a  right  to  tsx  Ireland,  if  there  was  a  necessity 
so  to  do,  in  order  to  help  the  mother  country.    If 
Ireland  was  to  rebel  and  resist  our  laws,  I  would 
tax  it.    The  mother  country  has  an  undoubted 
right  and  contrbul  over  the  whole  of  its  colonies. 
Again,  sir,  a  great  deal  has  been  said  concerning 
requisition.    Pray,  in  what  manner  is  it  to  be 
obuined?    Is  the  king  to  demand  it,  or  are  we, 
the  legi«Utive  power  of  this  country,  to  Btn^  a 
very  civil  polite  gentleman  over  to  treat  with  their 
assembliea?    How  and  in  what  manner  is  he  to 
address  that  assembly?    Is  he  to  tell  the  speaker 
that  we  have  been  exiremely   ill  used  by  our 
neighbors  the  French;  that  they  have  attacked  na 
in  several  quarters;  that  the  finances  of  this  coun- 
try  are  in  a  bad  state;  and  therefore  we  desire  you 
will  be  kind  enough  to  assist  us,  and  give  us  some 
money?    Is  this  to  be  the  language  of  this  coun- 
try to  that;  and  are  we  thus  to  go  cap  in  hand?    I 
am  of  opinion,  that  if  the  administration  of  thia 
country  had  not  been  changed  soon  after  passing 
the  stamp.Rct,  that  tax  would  have  b<»en  collected 
with  as  much  ease  as  the  land-tax  is  in  Great  Bri* 
tain.    I  have  acted,  with  regard  to  America,  one 
consi^itent  part,  and  shall  continue  in  it,  till  I  hear 
better  reasons  to  convince  me  to  the  conirar}'. 

Governor  PewnaU  (to  explain).  I  apprehend  I  hare 
been  totally  misunderstood.  I  did  not  assert  the 
Americans  were  note  in  rebellion,  but  that  they  are 
gtdng  to  rebel;  when  that  comes  to  pass,  the  ques- 
tion will  br,  who  was  the  occasion  of  it?  Something 
has  been  said  relative  to  requisition;  I  think  I  gave 
several  instances  wherein  the  same  had  been  com- 
plied  with  in  time  of  war. 

Mr,  CFox,  I  am  gh.l  to  hear  from  the  honora- 
ble  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  that  nov  is  not  the 
lime  to  tax  America;  that  the  only  time  for  that 
Uf  when  all  these  disturbancea  are  quelled,  and 
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they  »re  retarned  lo'heirdutyt  m.I  Bod  (iii;j  »re 
to  be  Ibe  nwird  oTobediencfi  aid  the  Amrrican^, 
vho  tre  coniidcrfd  to  btve  been  in  open  rebellion. 
are  to  be  rewirded  bf  aequieteing  la  their  niei- 
•iirea.  Whrn  will  be  the  t!me  when  Anieric&  niicht 
to  hiT«  htvty  tixei  UH  iipari  hi  The  honomblp 
f^tlem«n  (Mr.  Rijrby)  tell*  you,  thit  thtt  tlmf 
will  be  when  the  AneFicin*  ire  retnmed  lo  p»ce 
knd  quietneii.  The  hon.  ^ntlenitn  tells  ui  ilio, 
that  ve  <i»e  ■  ri|;ht  to  tax  Irelwid;  however  I  miy 
agree  with  hi™  it  r^Bfird  to  the  prinelpU,  it  would 
not  b<  policy  to  exerciie  it;  1  belitve  we  bive  no 
more  right  to  lu  the  one  than  the  other.  I  believe 
America  U  wrong  In  re*iitinK  againtt  thh  counlry, 
with  rfffird  tolrf^ialatire  authority.  It  wai  an  old 
•pinion,  and  I  bfli^F  a  very  true  one.  th«t  there 
wa*  a  diipentinif  power  in  the  crown,  but  whrn- 
erer  that  di«p«n«inK  p^wer  wa«  pretended  lo  be 
ffereiied,  it  w»i  alwiyi  rrjecied  and  opposed  to 
tiie  ntmotti  beenu*  it  operated  to  me,  *■  a  iubjf;!, 
u  a  fletriraenl  to  my  property  and  libertyi  hni,  «!r, 
there  haa  been  a  conittnt  conduct  praoliwd  in  this 
MMntry,  eoniiitJPK  ■>''  violence  and  weilcneKi  I 
wiah  thote  neaiurei  miy  not  continu*t  nor  can  I 
tlwnk  that  the  *tamp-«ct  would  harebeenaubmiUed 
tft  without  rr«i«t in ee,  irilie  adminiilration  hm'1  no' 
been  chan^i  the  prewnl  bill  before  yoTi  is  nn> 
Mali  to  what  you  want;  it  irritatM  the  minds  of  thr 
people,  hot  doea  not  correct  the  deBcienciet  of 
that  |ro*rmment. 

Sir  Gibfi  EBiH  arost  to  an«wer  Mr.  C,    Pot, 


Al  a  vrryfuH  ntttinf  »f  the  dtitgaUt  jWm  lie  tf. 
frrmt  cfuntiti  in  iht  enliuqr  "td  ibiHinies  tf  fir- 
jinia,   begvn  in   WlOiamitiirj,   tie  Jtnt  dag  if 
Aufuil,  ia  tke  year  a f»a'  Lnrd  1774,  onWemttab 
ed  hy  leveral  a/tftHnimtnli  It  Salurdaf  the  6lk  if 
th'  taidmimth,  lie/tBa-mng  mnoalimt  waiimaKi- 
Timialif  rmhed  uptn  and  agreed  t*. 
Wr,  hit  inttje«ly**  dutifiil  uid  loysl  snbjeeta,  thi 
delejfatrs  of  the  frephoMen  of  Virginia,  deputed 
to  rrpr'«ent  then  it  a  general  meetin|f  ia  Ae  eitf 
of  WDliiiasburg,  aTowinj^our  inviolable  and  IM- 
ihaken    fidelity   and   attachmen',   to   our    moit 
grscious  anverei^,  our  regard  and  affeelion  hr 
ill  our  friends  and  fellow  luhjectt  in  Great  Britata 
ind   elsewhere,  protestini^  against   every  set  op 
hint;,  which  nay  have  the  most  diitint  tend^Kf 
o  inlernipt,  or  in  any  wise  disturb  hia  majesty^ 
peane,  and  the  good  order  of  f^emnen',  widii* 
this  his  ancient  colony,  which  we  are  resolved  to 
maiitiin  ind  defend,  attheriiqueofoor  livea  and 
fortunes,  but  at  the  same  time  affected  with  (he 
df-rpest  iniiely,  and  most  alarming  apprehenaion*, 
of  those  i^evuicei  and  distresses   by  which  hia 
majesty's  Americin  labjecta  are  oppressed,  and 
'living  taken  under  our  mist  serious  deliberatioa, 
the  Blste  of  the  whole  continent,  Rn-llhit  the  pre- 
sent iinhappy  situation  of  our  affairs  is  ehleSy 
ocrxaioned  by  certain  ill-idviied  regulation*,  at 
well  of  our  trade  sa  internal  pnliey,  introduced  by 
severil  unconalitutional  acli  of  the  ilritish  pirlia- 

, at  length,  attempted  to  be  enforced  by 

which  he  did  inarerymsslrrly  manner,  by  -l»iing;,f,^  ^,^j  ^f  ^^^^.  ,„,,,^,  i„ft,,„cj^  ^y  these  im- 
^t  there  was  not  the  leut  degree  of  abs.irdity  in  L,„,„,  .^^  ^^jg^ty  consideration.,  we  think  it  aa 
tsKlng  your  own  auhjecta.  over  whom  you  h"e|indi,p^n„ble  duty,  which  we  owe  to  our  country, 
deeUred  you  had  an  ab.olute  rights  though  thalL„^,^,„„_  ,„d  i„„,  potUtHj.  to  guard  against 
UI  should,  through  necessity,  be  enatJted  «t  atlme,,^^!,  j^n^erous  and  eiteniive  mischief^  by  every 
when  peace  and  quietness  were  the  reigning  ays'e- 
of  the  limM;  voudeclare  you  have  that  right,  * 


"*  juBt  and  proper  n 


li  the  absurdity  in  the  eiercise  of  itf 

Sir  Rid.ard  S<iiiin  read  a  coTty  of  a  letter,  rela 
tive  to  the  government  of  Americi.yromajr"*™' 
in  .tomcn,  to  the  board  of  trade,  shewing;  that,  at 
the  mo*t  qu'et  times,  the  dispositions  to  oppose 
tht  laws  of  this  eoan'ry  w^re  strnrgly  ingraOedin 
them,  and  that  all  their  actions  conveyed  a  snlrit 
and  wish  ftr  ind  "pen  dene*.  If  you  ask  an  Ameri- 
can who  is  hi*  master?  he  will  tell  you  h^bni  nnnr, 
Bor  anv  governor  hiit  .leiiii  Cliriil.  I  do  believe 
it,  and  it  is  my  fir-n  opinion,  that  the  op:>nniti(in 
to  the  meaaureii  of  the  I'-gisIiture  oftliiiciiiiiTy, 
is  a  determined  prepossession  of  the  idea  of  total 
independence. 

After  which  the  bill  wa*  coaunittcd  for  Friday 
next,  without  a  division. 


If,  by  the  messures  adopted,  some  unhappy  con- 
sequences and  ineon»eoienees  sbo>iI.l  be  derived 
to  our  fellow  subjects,  whom  we  wish  not  to  injure 
in  the  smallest  degree,  we  hope  and  flstter  our- 
selves, that  they  will  impute  them  to  their  real 
c:tuse— the  hard  necessity  to  which  we  are  driven. 

That  tlie  good  people  of  Ibis  colony  may,  on  so 
'rjlFiff  an  occasion,  conliniie  steaH.'aslly  directed 
to  their  most  essential  inlerrst*.  In  hopes  that  they 
will  be  iflflueneed  and  stimulated  by  our  example 
to  ;he  greatest  industry,  the  strictest  economy,  and 
fnigaliiy,  and  the  eiecutlon  of  every  public  virtue, 
nersua  led  that  the  merchants,  manufacturers,  and 
o'her  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  and,  above  all, 
ttiat  ilie  Dritish  parliament  will  be  convinced  how 
much  ttie  true  interest  of  that  kingdom  must 
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d^'pend  on  the  reatoralion  and  continuance  of  that  |  "ic  colonies,  we  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly. 


aiu 


tual  friendship  and  cordiality,  which  ao  happily  I  import  or  p^^cha8e  any  British  Eaat-IndU  com- 


jtabaiited  between  tis.  we  have  unanimously,  and,  j  i>odity  whatever,  till  the  company,  op  some  other 

person^  on  their  behalf  shall  refund  and  fully  re- 
store to  the  owners,  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money 
as  may  be  so  extorted. 


wlt.fl  one  voice,  entered  into  the  following  resolu 
tiorms  and  association,  which  we  do  oblige  our- 
8^1  ^es,  by  those  sacred  ties  of  honor  and  love  to 
ouir   country,  strictly  to   observe;    and   further 
de^c^lare,  before  God  and  the  world,  that  we  will 
ret  igiously  adhere  to  and  keep  the  same  inviolate, 
lis   ^ftry  particular,  until  redress  of  all  such  Ame- 
rlc£ja.ii  grievances  as  may  be  denned  and  settled  at  the 
g^^B%eral  congress  of  delegates  from  the  different 
colonies,  shall  be  fully  obuined,  or,  until  this 
sssociation  shsll  be  abrogated  or  altered  by  a  ge 
n««^l  meeting  of  the  deputies  of  this  colony,  to  be 
e^csveoed,  as  is  herein  after  directed.    And  we  do, 
«r  1  ^  h  the  greatest  earnestness,  recommend  this  our 
ociation,  to  all  gentlemen,  merchants,  traders, 
other  inhabitanu  of  this  colony,  hoping  that 
tk%,  ^rv  will  cheerfully  and  cordially  accede  thereto. 


^st.  We  do  hereby  resolve  and  declare  that  we 
ir  2  Ei  not  either  directly  or  indirectly,  after  the  first 
dak.>r  of  November  next,  import  from  Great  Britain, 
tr&^^  goods,  wares,  or  merchandizes,  whatever, 
((■^^dicines  excepted,)  nor  will  we,  af^er  that  day, 
^ort  any  British  manufactures,  either  from  the 
cstlnilies,  or  any  other  place,  nor  any  ar'icle 
v^l^mtever,  which  we  shall  know,  or  have  reason  to 
b^l.iefe,  was  brought  into  such  countries  from  Great 
J^«^ltin,  nor  will  we  purchase  any  such  articles,  so 
Icvsported,  of  sny  person  or  persons  whatsoever, 
*^oept  such  as  are  now  in  the  country,  or  such 
*•  may  arrive  on  or  before  the  said  first  day  of 
^oirc^ber,  in  consequence  of  orders  already  given. 
^>)d  wliich  cannot  now  be  countermanded  in  time. 

Sdly.  We  will  neither  ourselves  import,  nor 
Purchase  any  slave,  or  slaves,  imported  by  any  per. 
•^»*,  after  the  first  day  of  November  next,  either 
^''oin  Africa,  the  West-Indies,  or  any  other  place. 

3dly.  Considering  the  article  of  tea  as  the 
^^tcstable  instrument  which  laid  the  fouodaiion  of 
^^«  present  suffVrings  of  our  distressed  friends  in 
^e  town  of  Boston,  wc  view  it  with  horror,  and 
^^refore  resolve  that  we  will  not,  from  this  dsy, 
^^er  import  tea  of  any  kind  whatever,  nor  will  w<r 
^^^  or  suffer,  even  such  of  it  as  is  now  at  hand,  to 
^^^  used  in  any  of  our  families. 

Stilly.  If  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston, 

^^   any  other  colony,  should,  by  violence  or  dire 

^^eessity,  be  compelled  to  pay  the  East-India  com- 

I^^Hy  for  destroying  any  tea,  which  they  have  lately, 

^7  their  agcatSi  unjustly  attcroptsd  to  force  inio 


Sthly.  We  do  resolve,  that  unless   American 
f^ievances  be  redressed  before  the  10>h  dtiy  of 
August,  1775,  we  will  not,  after  that  day,  directly 
or  indirectly,  export  tobacco  or  any  other  article 
whatever,  to  Great  Britain;  nor  will  we  sell  any 
such  articles  as  we  think  can  be  exported  to  Great 
Britain  with  a  prospect  of  gain,  to  any  person  or 
persons  whatever,  wiih  a  design  of  puiiing  it  into 
his  or  their  power  to  export  the  same  to  Great 
Britain,  either  on  our  own,  his  or  their  account. 
And  that  this  resolution  maybe  the  more  effectually 
carried  into  execution,  we  do  hereby  recommend 
it  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  to  refrain  from 
the  cultivation  of  tobacco  as  much  as  conveniently 
may  be,  and  in  lieu  thereof  that  tliey  will,  as  we 
resolve  to  do,  spply  their  attention  and  industry^ 
^o  the  cultivation  of  all  such  articles,  as  msy  form 
a  proper  basis  for  manufactures  of  all  sorts,  which 
we  will  endeavor  to  encourage  throughout  this 
colony  to  the  utmost  of  our  abilities. 


6thly.  We  will  endeavor  to  improve  our  breed 
of  sheep,  and  increase  their  number  to  the  utmost 
extent,  and  to  this  ead,  we  will  be  as  sparing  at 
we  conveniently  can,  in  killing  of  sheep,  especially 
those  of  the  most  profitable  kind,  and  if  we  should 
at  any  time  be  overstocked,  or  can  conveniently 
spare  any,  we  will  dispose  of  them  to  our  neighbors, 
especially  thepoorersort  of  people,  upon  moderate 
terms. 

7thly.  Resolved,  that  the  merchants  and  otbera, 
venders  of  goods  and  merchandizes  wiiliin  this  co- 
lony, ought  not  to  take  advantage  of  the  scarcity 
of  goods  that  may  be  occasioned  by  this  associa* 
tion,  but  that  they  ought  to  sell  the  same,  at  the 
rates  they  have  been  accustomed  to  for  twelve 
months  past,  and  if  they  shall  sell  any  such  goods 
on  higher  terms,  or  shall  in  any  manner,  or  by  any 
device  whatever,  violate  or  depart  from  this  resolu- 
tion, we  will  not,  and  are  of  opinion  that  no  inha* 
bitant  of  this  colony  ought,  at  any  time  thereafter, 
to  deal  with  any  such  persons,  their  factors,  dr 
agents,  for  any  commodity  whatever;  and  it  is  re- 
commended to  the  deputies  of  the  several  counties, 
that  committees  be  chosen  in  each  county,  by  such 
persons  as  accede  to  this  association,  to  t^ke  ef- 
fectual care  that  these  resolves  be  ^iroperly  observ- 
ed, and  for  correspondiag  occasioasil^  Hl^^S^>^<tl 
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general  commiitee  of  correipondenee  in  the  city 
of  WillUmiburg.  Provided  that,  if  exchange 
flhould  rise,  tuch  advance  may  be  made  in  the 
prices  of  ^odt  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  com- 
mittee of  each  county. 

8thly.  In  order  the  bettet  tc^  distinguish  such 
worthy  mercliants  and  traders^  who  ■  are  well 
wishers  to  this  colony,  from  those  who  may  attempt, 
through  motives  of  self-interesti  to  obstruct  our 
views,  we  do  hereby  resolve,  that  we  will  n^  t,  after 
the  first  day  of  November  next*  deal  with  any 
merchant  or  trader,  who  will  not  sign  this  associa* 
tion,  nor  until  he  hath  obtained  a  certificate  of  his 
having  done  so  from  the  county  committee,  or  an) 
three  members  thereof.  And  if  any  merchant, 
trader,  or  other  person,  shall  import  any  goods  or 
aercbandize,  alter  the  first  day  of  November, 
contrary  to  this  association,  we  give  it  as  our  opi 
nion,  that  such  goods  and  merchandize  sliouid  be 
eith  er  forthwith  re-shipped,  or  delivered  up  to  tlie 
county  committee,  to  be  stored  at  the  risk  of  the 
importer,  unless  such  importer  shall  give  a  proper 
Msurance  to  the  said  committee,  that  such  goods  or 
merchandizes  shall  not  be  sold  within  this  colony 
dtirin  g  the  continuance  of  this  assoeiatioo;  and  if 
such  importer  shall  refuse  to  comply  with  one  or 
the  other  of  these  terms,  upon  application  and  due 
caution  given  to  him  or  her,  by  ihe  said  committee, 
or  any  three  members  thereof,  such  committee  is 
required  to  publish  the  truth  of  the  case  in  the 
Gazettes,  and  in  the  county  where  he  or  she  resides, 
and  we  will  thereafter  consider  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  inimical  to  this  country,  and  break  off  every 

connexion  and  all  dealings  with  them. 

• 

9thly.  Resolved^  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  export  tobacco,  or  any  other  commodity,  to 
Great  Britain,  after  the  lOih  day  of  August,  1775, 
contrary  to  this  as«oeiatioii,  we  shall  hold  ourstlves 
obliged  to  consider  such  person  or  persons  as 
nimical  to  the  community,  and  at  an  afifffber  qj 
Amtrican  ^rievancei;  and  give  it  as  our  opiniou, 
that  the  public  should  be  advertised  of  his  conduct, 
as  in  the  8th  article  is  desired. 

lOthly.  Being  fully  persuaded  that  the  united 
#isdum  of  the  general  congress  may  improve  these 
our  endeavors  to  preserve  the  ngbts  and  libertirs 
in  British  America,  we  decline  eolargmg  at  pre- 
sent, but  do  hereby  resolve  that  we  will  conforn. 
ti^  and  strictly  observe,  all  such  alteraUons,  or 
mdditions,  assented  to  by  the  delegates  for  this 
coletoy,  as  they  may  judge  it  nt-eessary  to  adopt, 
after  the  ismc  sbaU  be  published  sod  made  known 
to  us. 


llthly.  Reitolved,  That  we  think  oursttves  calfed 
upon  by  every  principle  of  humanity  and  brotherlf 
affection,  to  extend  the  utmost  and  speediest  relief 
to  our  distressed  fellow  subjects  in  the  town  of 
Boston,  and  therefore  most  earnestly  recommend 
it  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  to  make 
such  liberal  contributions  as  they  can  affordi  to  be 
collected  and  remitted  to  Boston,  in  such  manner 
as  may  best  answer  so  desirable  a  purpose. 

12th1y^  and  lastly.  Resolved,  that  the  moderator 
of  this  meeting,  and,  in  case  of  his  death,  Robert 
Carter  Nicholas,  esquire,  be  empowered,  on  any 
future  occasion,  that  may  in  his  opinion  require  it| 
10  convene  the  several  delegpates  of  this  colony,  at 
such  time  and  place  as  he  may  judge  proper;  and 
in  case  of  the  death  or  absence  of  any  delegate^ 
it  is  recommended  that  another  be  chosen  in  his 
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Franctt  JLiightfbot  Lee^ 
Edwin  6r«y> 
Henry  Taylor, 
George  Stubblefield, 
Mann  Page,  jun. 
John  Alexander^ 
C.  Carter, 
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William  Langhome, 
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tftr  the  deputiet  appointed  to  meet  in  gene- 
«tf  on  the  part  of  the  colony  tf  Virginia, 

lappy  disputes  between  Great  Britain 
seriean  colonies,  which  began  abotlt  the 
of  the  reign  of  his  present  nujesty,  und 
;inually  increasing,  have  proceeded  to 
dangerous  and  alarming  as  to  excite  just 
onst  in  the  minds  of  his  majesty's  futhfiil 
r  this  colony,  that  they  are  in  danger  of 
•ived  of  their  natural,  ancient,  cdnstitu- 
chartered  rights,  have  compelled  them 
skme  into  their  most  serious  considers* 
}eing  deprived  of  their  ususl  and  ac- 
node  of  making  known  their  grievances, 
nted  us  their  representatives  to  consider 
»per  to  be  done  in  this  dangerous  cfisis 
n  affairs.  It  being  our  oipinion  that  the 
dom  of  North  America  should  be  col- 
general  congress  of  all  the  aolonies,  we 
nted  the  honorable  Peyton  Randolph, 
chard  Henry  Lee,  George  Washington, 
nry,  Richard  Bland,  Benjamin  Harrison, 
id  Pendleton,  esquires,  deputies  to  re* 
I  colony  in  the  said  congress^  to  be  held 
phia  on  the  first  Monday  in  September 

they  maybe  the  better  infofrtked  of  OUr 

,  touching  the  conduct  we  ^ith  them  to 

this  important  occasion,  we  desire  they 

8,  in  the  first  place,,  our  f^ith  and  true 

to  his  majesty  king  6eot*ge  the  lhi^d, 

snd  rightful  sovereign;  and  that  we  are 

,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to  support 

legal  etercise  of  all  his  just  fights  and 
5. 


prerogatives;  and  however  misrepresented,  we 
sincerely  approve  at  a  constitutional  conn  ex  ton 
with  Great  firitain,  and  wish  moat  ardtfitly  a  re« 
turn  of  that  intercourse  of  afiection  and  commercial 
connexion  that  formerly  united  both  counti*iea» 
which  can  only  be  aifedted  by  a  removal  of  those 
causes  of  discontent  wbidi  have  of  late  unhappily 
divided  us. 

It  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt  but  that  British  sub- 
jects in  America,  are  entitled  to  the  same  rigbu 
and  privileges  as  their  fellow  subjects  pbssess  in 
Britain;  and  therefore^  that  the  power  assume -*  by  , 
the  British  parliament  to  bind  America  Ky  thtlr 
statutes,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  is  unconstita« 
tional,  and  the  source  of  these  unhappy  differences. 

The  end  of  government  would  be  defeated  by 
the  British  parliament  exercising  a  power  over  the 
lives,  the  property,  and  the  liberty  of  the  Americsn, 
stibjectt  who  are  not,  and  from  their  local  eir« 
cumstanees  cannot,  be  there  represented.  Of  this 
nature  we  consider  the  several  acts  of  parlisment 
for  raising  a  revenue  in  America,  for  extending 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  admiralty,  fur 
seising  American  subjects  and  transporting  them 
to  Britain  to  be' tried  for  crimes  eom^iittedin  Ame«> 
riea,  and  the  several  late  oppressive  a6ts  respect. 
ing  the  town  of  Boston,  and  provlnceof  the  Massa- 
chnsetts-flay. 

tlie  original  Constitution  of  the  American  eolOniei 
possessing  their  assemblies  with  the  sole  right  of 
directing  their  intamal  polity.  It  Is  absoliltely 
destructive  of  the  end  of  their  tostitutUm  that  their 
leglalaturea  should  be  stlspetided,  or  prevented*  by 
hasty  disaolutions,  from  exercising  their  legislative 
powers. 

Wanting  the  protection  of  Britain,  we  have  long 
acqmeued  in  their  acts  of  navigation  restrictive  of 
our  cdmmercei  which  we  consider  as  an  ample 
recompense  for  suph  protections  but  as  those  acta 
derive  their  e fllcacy  firom  that  foundation  atone,  we 
have  reason  to  expeet  they  wilt  be  restrained,  so  aa 
to  produce  the  reasonable  purposes  of  Britain,  with- 
out being  injurious  to  us^ 

To  obtain  a  redress  of  thoaegrievances,  without 
Which  the  people  of  America  cim  neither  be  saf«, 
free,  nor  happy,  they  are  willing  to  tmdergo  the 
great  inconvenience  that  will  be  derived  to  them 
from  stopping  all  imports  whatsoever  frdm  Great 
Britain,  after  the  first  day  of  November  next,  and 
also  to  ceaae  exporting  any  commodity  whatsoever, 
to  the  same  place,  after  the  10th  d;iy  of  August, 
1775.    fhe  earacav  dti^ve  ^^\«Rt^\ft  ^^^  ii^ 
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qiMck  and  full  paymcot,  at  poasible^  of  our  debts  ic 
Great  Britain;  and  to  avoid  the  heavy  injury  tha' 
would  arite  to  this  country  from  an  earlier  adoptiou 
of  the  aon-exportatjon  plan,  after  the  people  hav'- 
already  applied  to  much  of  their  labor  to  the  per- 
fec:tr(^  of  tl  e  nretent  crop,  by  which  meant  they 
have  been  prevented  from  pursuing^  other  methods 
of  clothing  and  supporting  their  families,  have 
rendered  it  necesfiary  to  restrain  you  in  this  article 
of  non-exportation;  but  it  it  our  desire  th«t  you 
cordially  co-operate  with  our  titter  coloniet,  in 
general  congrest,  in  such  other  jutt  and  proper 
methodt  at  they,  or  the  majority,  shall  deem  neces* 
aary  forthe  accomplifhmeni  of  thrte  valuable  ends. 

The  proclamatioQ  issued  by  general  Gage,  in  the 

government  of  the  province  of  the  Masfacbusetts- 

Bay,  decbring  it  treason  for  the  inhabitants  of  that 

province  to  assemble  themselves  to  consider  of 

their  grievances,  and  form  associations  for  their 

common  conduct  on  the  occasion,  and  requiring 

the  civil  magistrates  and  officers  to  apprehend  all 

such  persons  to  be  tried  for  ttieir  supposed  offences, 

is  the  moti  «larming  procest  that  ever  appeared  in 

a  Britith  government;  that  the  taid  general  Gage 

hath   thereby  aasiimed  and  taken  upon  himself 

powers  denied  by  the  constitution  to  our  leg»l 

sovereign;  that  he,  not  having  condescended  to 

disclose  by  what  au-hority  he  exercises  such  exien 

tire  and"  unheard  of  powers,  we  are  at  a  lott  to 

determine  whether  he  intendt  to  justify  himtelf  as 

the  repretentative  of  the  king,  or  as  the  commander 

in  chief  of  his  majest/t  forces  in  North  America. 

If  he  contidert  himself  as  acting  in  the  churacter  of 

bis  majesty's  representative,  we  would  remind  him, 

that  the  statute  25th  Edward  III.  haa  expreased 

and  defined  all  treasonable  offences,  and  that  the 

legitlatttre  of  Great  Britain  hath  declared  that  no 

offence  shall  be  conntrued  to  be  treaton  but  such 

as  it  pointed  out  by  that  ttatute,  and  that  thit  wat 

done  to  take  out  of  the  handt  of  tyrannical  king$, 

and  of  wtak  and  wicked  miniitertg   that  deadly 

.weapon  which  constructive  treaton  had  fiimithed 

iliem  with,  and  which  had  drawn  the  blood  of  the 

beat  and  honeatett  men  in  the  kingdom,  and  that 

tlie  king  of  Great  Britain  hath  lit  rig^ht,  by  hit  pro 

clamaiion,  to  tubject  his  people  to  impritonment, 

paina,  and  penalties. 


-onstitutional  rights  of  hit  mujesty't  tubjeeti, 
^vheoever  they  interfere  with  the  pUn  he  hat 
.ormed  for  oppressing  the  good  people  pftrth« 
Massachusetts  Bay;  and  therefore,  that  iheeavcsf- 
ingf  or  attempting  f»  execute,  such  procUmatloa, 
will  justify  BKsiSTAJicB  and  eifusal. 

Philadklphta,  March  27,  1775* 
A  tpeech  deHveredin  Cabpsntsr's  hall,  March  16ily 
before  the  ntbtcrihert^  tovarda  a  fund  for  eotobUMk^ 
ing  manufactoriet  of  woolen,  cotton  and  Unen^  in  tki 
city  of  Phiiadelpfda.'^PubHthed  at  the  requett  ^ 
the  company. 

GxirTLXMEir— When  I  reflect  upon  the  extent  of 
the  subject  before  roe,  and  consider  the  small 
share  of  knowledge!  possess  of  it,  I  confess  I  rise 
with  timidity  to  speik  in  this  assembly^  and  it  ia 
only  because  the  requests  of  fellow-citizens  in  every 
laudable  undertaking  should  always  operate  with 
the  force  of  commands,  that  I  have  prevailed  upon* 
myself  to  execute  the  task  you  have  assigned  me. 

m 

My  business,  upon  this  occasion,  is  to  lay  befbre 
you  afew  thoughts  upon  the  xbcbssitt,  possibilttt 
and  advahtaobs  of  establishing  woolen,  cotton,  and 
linen  manufactories  among  us. 


That,  if  the  aaid  general  Gage  conceives  he  ii> 
empowered  to  act  in  this  manner,  aa  the  commander 
in  chief  of  Wis  majesty's  forces  in  America,  thit 
odiouo  and  iSlegal  proclamation  must  be  considered 
as  a  plain  and  full  declaration  that  this  deapotiL 


The  HzczssiTT  of  establishing  these  manufac« 
tories  is  obvious  from  the  association  of  the  con- 
gress, which  puts  a  stop  to  the  importation  of  Bri- 
tish goods,  of  which  woolens,  cottons,  and  linens, 
alwajTS  made  a  considerable  part.  So  large  baa 
been  the  demand  for  these  articles,  and  so  very 
necessary  are  they  in  this  country,  that  it  is  im- 
posnible  for  us  to  clothe  ourselves  without  substitut* 
ing  some  others  in  their  room.  I  am  far  from  think* 
ing  that  the  non-importati^  agreement  will  be  so 
transitory  a  thing,  as  some  have  supposed.  The 
appearance  of  a  change  of  measures  in  England 
respecting  the  colonies,  does  not  flow  from  a  con* 
viciion.  of  their  injustice.  The  same  arbitrary 
ministers  continue  in  office,  and  the  same  arbitrary 
favorites  continue  to  abuse  the  confidence  of  our 
sovereign  Sudden  conversion  should  be  trusted 
with  caution,  especially,  when  'they  have  been 
brought  about  by  interest  or  fear.  I  shall  think 
the  liberties  of  America  established  at  an  easy 
price  by  a  two  or  three  years  non-import«tion 
agreement.  By  union  and  perseverance  in  this 
mode  of  opposition  to  Great  Britain,  we  shall  af- 
ford a  new  phenomenon  in  the  history  of  mankind. 
And  furnish  posterity  with  an  example  to  teach 
ihem  that  peace,  with  all  the  rights  of  humanity 
and  justice,  may  be  maintained  by  the  exertion  of 


uce^if  will  be  bound  by  no  Anr,  nor  regard  th(|economtcal«  aB  wcU  as  miUlary  virtuct.    Wc  sbtU, 
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moreover,  demnnalratc  tlie  faliehood  of  tho»f  »ys- 
4ems  of  gover"  ment,  whkb  Mclude  p»irioli«ni 
fronilieliitarvirtuM;  and «haw. thit w 
iu«-«fj  for  ounUes,  wlien  weacltnoit  .hanitraUiBs 
£>«•    tiie  public. 

Tie  MsaiBiLiTT  of  e.itabli'liinfr  woolcii,  collon 

in  <a  llntn  manuftciorlfs  iimotiii  in  w pUin,  fiom  ihe 

ilL^cceii  which  hith  itleiidcJ  stvPrJ  «lempia  llml 

kK«'«  been  m»de  for  Ihal  purpose.     A  great  psri 

•r  t  Jie  inliibilani*  nf  several  of  theeoanl'iM  In  lhi« 

pro-»ince,  elothe  ItiemselveB  entirely  willi  woolemi 

vid  liiieni  mknuhelured  in  their  own  fumilit"-  Our 

»ool  i*  pqu«t  in  quslity  to  the  wool  *f  levcril 

ll<«»-ojir»n  counTriei,  and  if  the  sime  paini  were 

bcK-^nvrd  in  the  culture  of  onr  «heep,  wliich   ire 

hmeri  i"  Bnfland  uid  Spuin,  I  Hive  no  iloubt  but 

In    ^  few  yeiT*  vir  wool  would  equil  the  wnnl  of 

Se-f^ovia  itielf.    Nor  will  ibere  be  ■  detitiency  in 

>1>^    qiiwtiiy  of  *sol  which  will  be  nectMiiry  for 

I",    if  we  continue  lO  adhere  to  ihe  iisociai'ion  of 

W»  f^  mnfjtn,  u  strictly  us  we  h»vp  done,    if  the 

tity  of  Fiili'lelphi*  consumes  20,000  sheep  less 

lUis  jtit,  thin  il  did  Ihi,  how  miiny  20,000  sheep 

UKvwtAtippoiewillbeBBvedihrau^hout the  while 

pr*oviflce.    According  to  the  ordjntry  increRS*  in 

<ii«   breed  of  ihecpi  tnd  illowtn^  for  the  idditionil 

1<*>*>lit;  oT  wool,  which  M  little  cue  or  tbem  will 

prodice,  1  think  f  could  mike  it  »ppetir  that  in 

*»e  yewt  there  will  be  wool  enough  pilaed  in  the 

T^owiacc  to  clothe  the  whole  of  its  inhabitanlg. — 

^^tM  nuty  be  imported  tip  on  such  terms  from  the 

^e«t  Indies  ind  louthcrn  colonics,  ta  Xo  enable  us 

to  minufacture  tbicktels,  calicoes,  tix.  at  a  much 

*eapefr»te  than  they  etnhe  imported  from  Bri. 

^in.  Considering  how  much  theeBitufTs  are  Worn 

^  those  classes  of  people  who  constiiute  the  nu- 

ivity  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  eonotry,  the  cn- 

■Nnfement  of  the  cotton  maniifaclory  appear*  to 

*•  SB  object  of  the  utmost  consequence.    I  caa- 

Mbelp  auggeatin^  in  thia  place,  although  it  may 

IVcarforeiga  to  our  subject,  that  the  trade  to  the 

Wert  lodieaandjouthemeolo'iieifor  cotton,  would 

feiteauch  a  eonaiercial  union,  with  the  middle 

*d  aortiicm  eoloniet,  a*  wonld  tend  greatly  to 

■trtn|[lh:n  that  polilicil  union  which  now  sub<iata 


Ihe  lU^ccss  of  theie  oi  •nufaeloriea  bcyand  s  bare 
poisibilily,  and  leems  to  render  it  in  Home  meisure 
certiin.  The  resolvs  nf  the  CongrtsS  have  been 
executed  wiih  a  fidelity  tiart!ly  known  to  laws  in 
•"y  country,  and  thit  too  without  the  assi»li.nce 
of  fire  aid  sword,  or  even  of  the  civil  migictrale, 
and  iu  some  places,  in  direct  oppoiiiion  to  them 
all.  U  give«  me  the  utmost  ptMSUFC  to  mention 
here,  that  our  province  it  among  the  fc.remost  of 
ihe  eolonlee  in  the  peicetMe  mode  of  opposition 
recommended  by  the  cnngreia.  "When  I  reflect 
upnn  Ihe  temper  we  have  idiaeovered  in  the  pre- 
sent eontrovrrsy,  and  cumpare  il  with  the  habitual 
spirit  of  industry  and  economy  for  which  we  are 
celebrated  araong  strangers,  I  know  not  how  to 
estimate  our  virtue  high  enouifh.  I  am  sur'-  no 
objpcta  will  appear  too  difficult,  nor  no  under- 
tukings  too  expeniive  for  us  in  the  present  ttrug- 
gte.  T!ie  sum  of  money  which  has  been  already 
subscribed  for  the  pu'pose  of  these  manufactories, 
il  *  proof  that  I  am  not  tooaanguioE  in  my  expecta- 
tions li-om  Ihii  province. 

I  come  now  to  point  out  the  anTAiiTinrj  we 
■hall  derive  from  etiabliahing  the  woolen,  eolion 
and  linen  min'ifuctories  amoug  ua.  The  lint  ad- 
vantage I  shall  mention  1",  we  shall  save  a  large 
(an  of  money  anntijlly  in  our  province.  The 
pmrinee  of  Fcnniylv.inia  it  auppMed  to  contain 
400,000  inbabitanu.  Let  ua  aoppose,  that  only 
50.000  of  these  are  eloibed  with  Ihe  «ool>:ii, 
cottons  and  linens  of  Great  Drilain,  and  that  the 
price  of  clothing  each  of  these  persons,  upon  an 
average,  amounts  to  £S  sterling  i  year.  If  thia 
compuUtton  be  jnat,  then  the  aum  annuolly  saved 
in  our  province  by  the  miuufsctory  of  our  clothes 
will  amount  to  <2J0,U00Bterlmg,  Secondly,  Manu- 
ftetorlea,  next  lo  agriculture,  arc  the  basis  of  tli* 
riches  of  every  country.  Cardinal  XJmenet  is  re- 
mombered  at  this  day  in  Spain  incire  fop  the  im- 
provement he  made  in  the  breed  of  sliecp,  by  im- 
porting a  number  of  rams  from  Darhary,  than  for 
any  other  services  he  rendered  his  country.  King 
Kdwanl  the  IV.  and  <iTieen  Elizabeth,  of  Kngland, 
are  menlioneJ  with  gratitude  by  historians  r)r 
pasalng  acs  of  parliament  to  import  a  number  of 
sheep  from  Spain;  and  to  thia  mixture  of  Spanish 


^Iveen  them.    I  need  a^  nothing  of  the  facility 

"ftulliaating  R.][,nor  of  the  eceellent  quality  of!  with  Enginh  sheep,  the  wool  of  the  latter 

'''the  linen*  which  have  beenalready  manufactured  its  peculiar  e<icri1p(i-:e  and  reputation,  all 

t*«iig  ua.    1  shall  onlyadil,  that  this  manufactory 

^  he  Cirried  on  wMiont  lessening  the  value  of 

"■tinde  which  arises  from  theesportalionof  our 

"'tsted  t(t  Irrlsnd. 

I  eamiat  help  laying  a  good  deal  of  stress  npon 
"*  (nblic  fplrit  of  mj  comtrymco,  whioh  removes 


IvJOifl  the  XIV.  kinp  of  France,  knew  the 
importance  of  a  woolen  manuraclory  in  hit  king, 
dom,  and  in  order  to  encourage  it,  allowed  several 
eiclasive  privilegei  lo  tlie  compsny  of  woolen 
tradersin  Paris.  The  effects  nf  this  roynl  patron- 
age of  this  ■Banufactory  hv*  Wm  Vi«  ««wftk\>j  \£»- 


1^. 
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by  tbe  EnglisI),  who  have,  within  these  thirty  or 
forty  years^  had  the  mortification  of  teeing  tbe 
trade  op  the  Lerant,  for  woolen  clotha,  in  lome 
measure  monopolised  by  the  French.  It  is  remark- 
able that  the  riches,  and  nayal  power  of  France 
have  increased  in  proportion  to  this  very  lucrative 
trade.    Thirdly,  By  establishinip  these  manufac- 
tories among  us,  we  shall  employ  annmbei  of  poor 
people  in  our  city,  and  that  too  in  a  way  most 
ftgree:tble  to  themselves,  and  least  expensive  to 
the  company;  for,  according  to  our  plan,  the  princi- 
pal p«rt  of  the  business  will  be  carried  on  in  their 
owii  houses     TraveHers  through  Spain  inform  us, 
that  in  the  town  of  Segovia,  which  contains  60,000 
inhabitants,  there  is  not  t  Btogle  beggar  to  be  seen. 
This  is  attributed  entirely  to  the  woolen  manu- 
iactory  wiiich  is  carried  on  in  the  most  extensive 
inanner  in  that  place,  affording  constant  employ- 
ment to  the  whole  of  their  poor  people.  Fourthly, 
By  establishing  the  woolen,  cotton  and  linen  manu- 
lactories  in  this  country,  we  shall  invite  manufao 
turers  from  every  part  of  Europe,  particularly  from 
Britain  and  Ireland,  to  come  and  settle  among  us. 
To  men  nho  want  money  to  purchase  lands,  and 
who,  from  habits  of  manufacturing,  are  disinclined 
to  agriculture,  tbe  prospect  of  meeting  witl^  em- 
ployment as  soon  as  tUey  arrive  in  this  country,  in 
a  way  they  have  been  accustomed  to,  would  lessen 
the  difficulties  of  emigration,  and  encourage  thou- 
sanda  to  come  and  settle  in  America.     If  they 
increased  our  riches  by  increasing  the  value  of 
our  property,  and  if  they  added  to  our  itrengtb  by 
adding  to  our  numbers  only,  they  would  be  a  great 
aequbition  to  us.    But  there  are  higher  motives 
which  should  lead  us  to  invite  strangers  to  settle 
In  this  country.    Poverty,  with  its  other  evils,  has 
joined  with  it  in  every  part  of  Europe,  all  the 
miseries  of  slavery.     America  is  no«/  the  only 
asylum  for  liberty  in  the  whole  world.    The  prp- 
aent  contest  with  Great  Britain  was  perhaps  intend- 
ed by  the  Supreme  Being,  among  other  wise  and 
benevolent  purposes,  to  show  the  world  this  asylum, 
which,  from  its  remote  and  unconnected  situation 
with  the  rest  of  the  globe,  might  have  remained  a 
secret  fur  ages.    %  establishing  manufactories,  we 
atretch  forth  a  hand  from  the  ark  to  invite  the 
timid  manufacturers  to  come  in.    It  might  afford 
Qs  pleasure  to  trace  the  new  sources  o^ happiness 
which   would   immediately  open   to  our  fellow 
ereatures  from  their  settlement  in  this  country. 
Manufactories  have  been  accused  of  being  un- 
ftiendly  to  population.  I  believe  the  charge  should 
&11  upon  slavery.    By  bringing  manufacturers  into 
XhU  Und  of  liberty  and  plenty,  w<  recover  them 


from  the  torpid  state  in  which  they  exiated  in  their 
own  country,  and  place  them  in  ctreasatancea 
which  enable  them  to  become  huabanda  and  fiif^an^ 
and  thua  we  add  to  the  general  tide  of  hunaa 
happiness.  Fifthly,  The  establishment  of  manii* 
factories  in  this  country,  by  lessening  our  importp 
from  Great  Britain,  will  deprive  European  luziiriea 
and  vices  of  those  vehicles  oi  which  thqr  tuve  lie«» 
transported  to  America.  The  wisdom  of  the  ooo- 
gress  cannot  be  too  much  admired  in  pqtting  a 
check  to  them  both.  They  have  In  effect  aaid  to 
them— •*Thus  far  shall  ye  go,  and  no  liirther.**-*> 
Sixthly,  By  establishing  manufactoriea  amoiig  ub^ 
we  erect  an  additional  barrier  against  the  encroadu 
ments  of  tyranny.  A  people,  who  are  tmHrtiy  de« 
pendent  upon  foreigners  for  food  or  dothcaa  must 
always  be  subject  to  them.  I  need  not  detain  yoa 
in  setting  forth  the  misery  of  holding  property,  li>' 
berty  and  life  iipon  the  precariooa  will  of  ow 
fellow  subjects  in  Britain.  I  beg  leave  to  add  a 
thought  in  this  place  which  has  been  but  littU 
attended  to  by  the  writers  upon  thia  aubject,  and 
that  is,  that  proverty,  confinement  and  death  arc 
trifling  evils,  when  compared  with  that  total  de^ 
pravity  of  heart  which  is  connected  with  slavery. 
By  becoming  slaves,  we  shall  lose  every  principle 
of  virtue.  We  shall  transfer  unlimited  obedience 
from  our  Maker,  to  a  corrupted  majority  in  ^e 
British  house  of  commons,  and  shall  esteem  their 
crimes,  tl^e  certificates  of  their  divine  commissioo 
to  govern  us.  We  shall  cease  to  look  with  horror 
upon  the  prostitution  of  our  wives  and  daughtersa 
by  those  civil  and  military  harpies,  who  now  hover 
around  the  liberties  of  our  country.  We  ahall 
cheerfully  lay  them  both  at  their  feet.  We  ahall 
hug  our  chains.  W^  shall  cease  to  be  iaien.  We 
ahall  be  slavzs. 

I  shall  now  consider  the  objections  which  hare 
been  made  to  tl^e  establishment  of  manufactoriea 
in  this  country. 

The  first,  and  most  common  objection  to  manu- 
Victories  in  this  country  is,  that  they  will  draw  off 
our  attention  from  agriculture.  Thb  objectioq 
derives  great  weight  from  being  made  originally 
by  the  duke  of  Sully,  against  tlie  establishment  of 
manufactqries  in  France.  But  the  history  of  that 
country  shows  ua,  that  it  is  more  founded  in  specula^ 
tion  than  fact.  France  has  become  opulent  and 
powerful  in  proportion  as  jnanufactories  have 
flourished  in  her,  and  if  agriculture  has  not  kept 
pace  with  her  manufactories,  it  is*  owing  entirely 
to  that  ill-judged  policy  which  forbad  the  exporta- 
tion of  grain.    I  believe  it  wUl  be  /ound,  upon  CA- 
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^Diry,    nat  a  grctttr  number  9f  limd*  have  bcfo 
tak«i  IkwA  the  plougbi  and  employed  in  importing;. 
feUilJHg  and  tranaportmfir  Britiah  woolrna»  cottons 
yiif  liAtna,  than  would  be  aufBcicnt  to  manuftclnrr 
M  moohof  them*  aa  would  clothe  all  the  rnhabiUnt* 
of  the  ptoTince.    There  ia  an  endleaa  Ttriety  in 
the  ^cnittaea  of  men»  and  it  would  be  to  preclude 
the  cmertion  of  the  faeoUiea  of  the  mind,  to  con* 
fiae  tkem  entirely  to  the  simple  arts  of  agriculture. 
Bealdef^  if  these  manufmctorlbi  were  conducted  as 
they  ought  to  be,  two  thirds  of  the  labor  of  them 
will  be  ttalrried  on  by  those  members  of  society  who 
camiDt  be  employed  in  agriculture,  namely,  by  wo- 
nm  and  ehildrtn. 
A  second  objection  is,  that  wis  cannot  ilianu 


ish  ni&niifacturrs.    By  nanufacturing  our  own 
cloths  we  deprive  ourseWea  of  the  only  weapon 
by  which  we  can  hereAfler  effectually  oppose  Great 
Britain.    Before  we  answer  this  objection,  it  be* 
comes  us  to  acknowledge  the  obligations  we  owe 
(o  our  merctiaats  for  consenting,  so  cheerfully,  to 
a  suspension  of  their  trsde  with  Britain.    From 
the  benefita  we  have  derived  from  their  virtue, 
it  would  be  iuiju«t  to  insinuate  that  ever  there  will 
he  the  least  danger  of  trusting  the  defence  of  out 
iiben  iea^o  them;  but  1  would  wish  to  guard  against 
placing  one  body  of  men  only  upon  that  Ibrloni 
hope  to  which  a  non-importation  agreement  must 
iltdkrays  expose  them.    For  this  purpose,  I  would 
fill  their  stores  with  the  msnufiictures  of  Ameri- 


can looms,  and  thus  establiah  their  trade  upon  e 
fteture  eloths  so  cheap  here,  aa  they  een  be  im-  ^^^^^.^  ^y^^^  ^^^  be  shaken.  Here  then  we 
ported  from  Britain.    !•  haa  been  the  mUfbrtune  ^^^.^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  objection  that  wan. 


af  oKiet  of  the  manufactories  which  have  been  aet 


mentioned;  for,   in  proportion  aa  manufactoriea 


q>  ta  tbU  eo«try,  to  .fford  labor  to  jouroejrmon,  ^^^.^  .^  Amerfet,  they  mutt  decline  in  Dritwn, 

enlr  fcr  six  w  nine  months  in  the  ye«r,  by  whidi  ^^  .^  j^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^j^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^ 

lacM*  th^  wtftt  Itave  necemrilT  been  eo  biRh  ,f^^^^^  ^,^,  rendered  her  formid.bIe  in  .11  oor 

U  to  wpport  them  in  the  interrrie  of  their  >•«>«••  Uontwu  Vith  b«r,    Thete  .re  the  foundations  of 

It  triU  be  fband.  upon  enquiry,  th.t  those  mwu.  ^„  ^^,  ^^^^,  ^^  ^^^     ^^^^  ^,^^  ^,^^  ^^^ 

ftetoriea  whieh  occupy  joam^rmen  the  vhole  year,  „„gh„„  „„m^  ^  bernobJe.  prince..    These 

we  enrried  on  st  as  cheap  a  rate  a.  they  are  in  ^^^^  ^^  ^  triumphantly  through  the  kto  ejc- 


Sritain.  The  expense  of  manufketuring  cloth  will 
be  IcMOied  from  the  great  share  women  and  chil- 
drea  will  have  fai  them;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  of 


pensive  war,  and  these  are  the  support  of  a  power 

moredangrrouatothe  liberties  of  America,  than  her 

Aeets  and  armies,  I  mean  the  power  of  corfjiptioR. 
ii»fi>risiiiig  you  that  the  tosthine  lately  brought  hlto  j  j  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^  vindictive  patrioU  who  esult 

thie  city  fbr  leiaening  the  efcficnse  of  tnne  and}.^  ^^^  proapect  of  the  decay  of  the  mamifaotoriea 
\mnd9  m  epietting,  is  likely  to  meet  with  encourage^  ^^  ^^^^.^  j  ^  ^^^^.^^  ^^  ^^  tttempts  to 
It  from  the  legisUture  of  our  province.  In  a  j  ^„,,^^^  ^^^  .^  ^^^  nihnory  of  our  once  mutnai  frec- 
the  ezpermieBts  which  have  been  elreedy^^^j^j  ^^^  happiness.    And  should  her  liberly-her 

arta-^her  fleets  and  armies  and  her  empire,  ever  be 
interred  in  Britain,  1  hope  they  will  all  rise  in  Bri- 


ue,  convinee  ua  that  woolefis  and 
of  aU  kinda,  may  be  made  end  bought  aa 

ui  thoee  imported  from  BriUin,  and  I  be*j||j|^,^^^^,  ^,y  j^  Americi. 
Ueve  every  one,  who  haa  tried  the  former,  wHtj 
riedge  that  ^ey  wear  twiee  ea  well  aa  the 


A  tbM  objettion  to  tnaimfketoriea  is,  that  they 
dmtroy  heiltb,  and  ate  hurtfiil  to  populsftion.  The 
aiunfc  may  be  said  of  navigation,  and  many  other 
mrfB  lirhtBh  ai^  easential  to  the  happiness  and  glory 
of  m  etete.  I  believe  thht  many  of  the  diaeaaea  to 
^^ieih  the  manufkcturera  in  Britain  are  aUbject,  are 
WoogBt  on,  not  lo  much  by  the  nature  of  their 
^^ployment,  but  by  thdr  unWholesome  diet,  damp 
litMnes,  and  other  bad  accomfnodations,  each  of 
%liSch  may  be  prevented  in  America. 

A  fourth  objection  to  eatabliahing  manufactories 

In  thia  coontry  is  a  political  one.    The  liberties  of 

Ameviea  have  been  twicer  and  we  hope  will  be  a 

IhM  IkM  prctcrvcd  fa^  a  aott-importeiion  of  Uri- 


WiTsa-rowr^  .^pril  26/A,  \7f5. 
ffi  provincial  congreta  of  Mattachuteiit,  to  the  itUu^ 
hitanto  ^f  Great  Britain, 
Friendo  and  fellow  oubjecto — Hostilities  are  at 
length  commenced  in  thia  colony  by  the  troops 
under  the  command  of  general  Gage,  and  it  being 
of  the  greateat  importance  tliat  an  early,  tnie, 
and  authentic  account  of  this  inhuman  proeeeding 
should  be  known  to  you,  the  congress  of  this  colony 
have  transmitted  the  same,  snd  from  want  of  a 
session  of  the  hon.  continental  congress,  think  it 
proper  to  address  you  on  the  alarming  occasion. 

By  the  clearest  depositions  relative  to  tliis 
transaction,  it  will  appear  that  on  the  night  preced* 
ing  the  nineteenth  of 'April  instant,  a  body  of  the 
Wing's  troops,  under  command  of  colonel  ^\^c<^ 
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were  tecretly  landed  at  Cambridfr^  with  an  ap- 
parent dcsi^  to  take  or  destroy  the  military  and 
other  ctores,  proridfd  fbr  the  deftnce  of  this  co- 
lony, and  deposited  at  Concord— that  aome  inha- 
bitants of  the  colony,  on  the  night  aforeaaid.  whilst 
travelling  peaceably  on  the  road,  between  Boston 
and  Concord,  were  seised  and  greatly  abused  by 
armed  men,  who  appeared  to  Se  ofBoera  of  gene- 
ral Gage's  sroiy;  that  the  town  of  Lexington,  by 
these  mesns,  was  alarmed,  and  a  comfMuiy  of  the 
inhabitanta  mastered  on  the  occasioo— that  the 
regular  troops  on  their  way  to  Concord,  msrehed 
into  the  said  town  of  Lexington,  and  the  said  com- 
pany, on  their  approadi,  began  to  diiperse— that, 
notwithstanding  this,  the  regulars  rushed  on  with 
great  violence  and  first  began  hostilities,  by  firing 
on  said  Lexington  company,  whereby  they  killed 
eight,  and  wounded  several  others— that  the  re- 
gulars continued  their  fire,  until  those  of  said  com> 
pany,  who  were  neither  killed  nor  wounded,  had 
made  their  escspe— that  colonel  Smith,  with  the 
detachment  then  marched  to  Concord,  where  a 
number  of  provincials  were  sgain  fired  on  by  the 
troops,  two  of  them  killed  and  several  wounded, 
before  the  provincials  fired  on  them,  and  that  these 
hostile  measures  of  the  troops,  produced  an  engage- 
ment that  lasted  through  the  day,  in  which  many  of 
the  provincials  and  more  of  the  regular  troops  were 
killed  and  wounded. 

To  give  a  particular  account  of  the  ravages  of 
the  troops,  as  they  retreated  from  Concord  to 
Cbarlefttown,  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  im- 
pKcticsble;  let  it  stiffice  to  ssy,  thst  a  great  num* 
her  of  the  homes  on  the  road  were  plundered  and 
rendered  unfit  for  use,  several  were  burnt,  women 
in  child-bed  were  driven  by  the  soldiery  naked  iito 
the  streets,  old  men  peaceably  in  their  hodaet 
were  shot  dead,  and  such  scenes  exhibited  as 
would  disgrsce  the  annals  of  the  most  uncivilised 
nation. 

These,  brethren,  sre  marks  of  ministerial  ven- 
geance against  this  colony,  for  refusing,  with  her 
sister  colonies,  a  submission  to  slavery;  but  they 
have  not  yet  detached  us  from  our  royal  sovereign. 
We  pcofess  to  be  his  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects, 
and  so  hardly  dealt  with  as  we  have  been,  are  still 
rendy,  with  our  lives  snd  fortunes,  to  defend  his 
person,  family,  crown  and  dignity.  Nevertheless, 
to  the  persecution  and  tyranny  of  his  cruel  ministry 
we  will  not  tamely  submit — appealing  to  Heaven 
for  the  justice  of  our  cause,  we  determine  to  die 
or  be  free. 

We  cannot  think  that  the  honor,  wisdom  and 
valour  of  Britons  will  suffer  them  to  be  longer 


inaettve  speeutors  of  measures  in  which  th^ 
themsdvci  are  so  deeply  iatcrctted— mcaiMrfS, 
pursued  ia  oppositioii  to  the  solem  prottsta  of 
msny  noble  lords,  and  expressed  sense  of  eoupiea- 
ous  oattmoBers,  whose  knowledge  and  virtue  have 
kmg  charaeterised  them  aa  aome  of  the  gr^teat 
aien  fai  the  nation  measurea,  executed  ooottaiy 
to  the  interest,  petitions  and  resohrca  of  mai^ 
large,  reapectahle  and  opoleat  eountica,  eitica  aad 
boroughs  in  Great  Britain— measures  highly  fei- 
compatible  with  justice,  but  still  pursued  with  a 
specious  pretence  of  easing  the  nation  of  Hm  bufw 
thcBS— Measurea  which,  if  anecessful,  must  end  in 
the  rum  and  slavery  of  Britun,  aa  well  aa  the  p«* 
aecuted  American  cdloniea. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  the  Great  Bover^gn  of 
the  universe,  who  hath  ao  often  appeared  Ibr  the 
Engliah  natkm,  will  support  yon  ki  every  ratkmal 
and  manly  exeHion  with  these  cokmies,  for  saving 
it  from  rum,  and  that,  hi  a  constitutional  eonneetlon 
with  the  mother  country,  we  ahall  soon  be  altege- 
thcr  a  free  and  happy  people. 
By  order, 

JOSBPH  WARREN,  frendhil,  />:  71 

TkefoHtfwinf  U  a  e^pff  s/n  Utter  Jr9m  gtner^  Let 
f  general  Bwrgfne^  vpen  kh  arrknU  in  AssMt. 

PniLauLFnra,  Jkne  7, 1775. 
J^  Jear  «r— We  have  had  twenty  dHferenl  ne- 
oounta  of  your  arrival  at  Boston,  which  have  been 
regularly  contradicted  the  next  morning;  but  aa  1 
now  find  it  certain  that  you  are  arrived,  I  shall  not 
delay  a  single  instant  addressing  myself  to  you. 
It  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  friendship  I  have  hmg  and 
smeerely  professed  for  you;  a  friendship  to  which 
you  have  the  strongest  claim  from  the  first  mo- 
ments of  our  acquaintance.    There  is  no  man  horn 
whom  I  have  received  ao  many  testimonies  of 
esteem  and  afiection;  there  ia  no  man  whose  esteem 
and  aflTeotmn  could,  in  my  opinion,  have  done  me 
greater  honor.    I  intreat  and  conjure  you,  there- 
fiyre,  my  dear  sir,  to  impute  these  lines  not  to  n 
petulant  itch  of  scribbling,  but    to  the   moat 
unfeigned  solicitude  fi>r  the  future  tranquility  of 
your  mind,  and  fbr  your  reputation.    I  aincerely 
lament  the  infatuation  of  the  times,  when  men  of 
such  a  stamp  as.  Mr.  Burgoyne  and  Mr.  Howe,  can 
be  seduced  into  so  impious  and  nefarioua  a  service 
by  the  artifice  of  a  wicked  and  insidious  court  and 
cabinet    You,  sir,  must  be  sensible  that  these 
epithets  are  not  unjustly  severe.    You  have  your- 
self experienced  the  wickedness  and  treachery  of 
thia  court  and  cabinet.    You  cannot  but  recollect 
their  nuuwravrea  in  your  own  select  committee. 
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wd  tlie  treatment  yourself,  at  president,  receWed 
fioni  these  abandoned  mcli*    Tou  cannot  bat  re- 
collect the  black  businesa  of  St.  Vincenu,  by  an 
opposition  to  which  yon  acquired  the  highest  and 
moat  dfsenred  honor.    I  shall  not  trouble  you  with 
vy  opinion  of  the  right  of  taxinfi^  America  without 
ber  own  consent,  as  I  am  afraid,  from  wtiat  I  have 
teen  of  your  speeches,  that  you  have  already  formed 
your  creed  on  tbia  article;  but  I  will  boldly  affirm, 
bad  tbla  fight  b«en  established  by  a  thousand 
ttatiites,  had  America  admitted  it  from    time 
immemorial,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  ereiy  good 
Engltsbman,  to  exert  his  utmost  to  divest  parUa* 
nent  of  thia  right,  as  it  must  inevitably  work  the 
tttbveraioo  of  the  whole  empire.    The  malady  un- 
der which  the  state  labors  is  indisputably  derived 
from  the  inadequate  representation  of  the  subject, 
tad  the  vast  pecuniary  influence  of  the  crown.    To 
add  to  this  pecuniary  influence  and  incompetency 
of  reprcaentation,  is  to  insure  and  precipitate  our 
destmction.    To  with  any  addition,  can  scarcely 
<ater  the  heart  of  a  citixen,  who  baa  the  least  spark 
of  public  virtue,  and  who  is  at  the  same  time 
eapnble  of  seeing  consequences  the  most  imme- 
diate.   I  appeal,  sir,  to  your  own  consdence,  to 
yow  czperienee  and  knowledge  of  our  court  and 
pBrliament,  and  I  request  you  to  lay  your  band  up- 
tn  your  heart,  and  then  answer  with  your  usual 
integrity  apd  frankne^  whether,  on  the  supposi- 
^OQ  America  should  be  abject  enough  to  submit 
^  tlie  terms  imposed,  you  think  a  single  guinea, 
v^ued  upon  her,  would  be  applied  to  tbe  purp<^e 
<!•  it  is  ostentatiously  held  out  to  deceive  the  peo- 
9^e  at  hone)  of  easing  the  mother  country?  or  whe* 
^er  you  are  not  convinced  that  the  whole  they 
^eald  extract  would  be  applied  aoldy  to  heap  up 
^tm  farther  the  enormoua  fUnd  for  corruption, 
^ich  the  crown  already  posaesses,  and  of  which  a 
^oit  diabolical  uae  b  made.    On  these  principles 
^  ity,  sir,  every  good  Engliahman,  abstracted  of 
^  regard  for  America,  must  oppose  ber  bting 
^tted  faiy  the  British  parliament;  lor  my  own  part, 
^  •m  convinced  that  no  argument  (not  totally 
^iboirettt  from  the  %pmi  of  liberty  and  tbe  British 
^Beeilitntion)  can  be  produced  in  support  of  this 
*^|lit   But  it  woukl  be  impertinent  to  trouble  you 
^PoQ  a  sui]ject  which  baa  been  ao  amply,  and  in 
^  opinion,  so  fully  discussed .    I  find  by  a  speech 
9>vm  as  yout'a  in  the  public  ptpers,  that  it  was 
^  tile  king's  positive  command  you  embarked  in 
^  lervioe.    i  am  somewhat  pleased  that  it  is  not 
^eleeof  yo«r  own  seeking,  though,  at  the  tame 
^M  muit  Gonfesa  that  it  is  very  alarming  to 
^^  virtiioiii  oitiaen,  when  he  tees  meo  of  sense 


and  integrity,  (because  of  a  certain  profession)  lay 
it  dpwn  aa  a  rule  implicitly  to  obey  tbe  mandates 
of  a  court,  be  they  ever  so  flagitious.    It  furnishes, 
in  my  opinion,. the  best  arguments  for  tbe  total 
reduction  of  the  army.    But  I  am  running  into  a 
tedious  essay,  whereas  I  ought  to  confine  myself  to 
the  main  design  and  purpose  of  this  letter,  which 
is  to  guard  you  and  your  colleagues  from  those 
prejudices  which  the  same  miscreants,  who  have 
infatuated  general  Gage  and  still  .surround  him, 
will  labor  to  instil  into  you  against  a  brave,  loyal 
and  most  deserving  people.    The  avenues  of  truth 
will  be  shut  up  to  you.    I  assert,  sir,  that  even 
general  Gage  will  deceive  you  as  he  has  deceived 
himself;  I  do  not  say  he  will  do  it  designedly.    I 
do  not  think  him  capable;  but  his  mind  is  so  totally 
poisoned,  and  his  understanding  so  totally  blinded 
by  the  society  of  fi^ls  and  knaves,  that  he  no  longer 
is  capable  of  discerning  facts  aa  manifest  as  the 
noon  day  sun.    I  assert,  sir,  that  he  b  ignorant,  that 
he  baa  fh>m  the  beginning  been  comsummately 
ignorant  of  the  principles,  temper,  disposition  and 
force  of  tbe  colonies.    I  assert,  sir,  that  his  letters 
to  the  ministry,  (at  least  such  as  the  public  have 
seen)  are  one  continued  bsue  bf  mbrepresentation, 
injustice,  and  tortured  inferences  firom  misstated 
frets.    I  aifirm,  sir,  that  be  has  taken  no  pains  to 
inform  himself  of  the  truth;  that  he  has  never 
conversed  with  a  man  who  has  had  the  courage  or 
honesty  to  tell  him  the  truth. — I  am  apprehensive 
that  you  and  your  colleagues  may  fall  into  the 
same  trap,  and  it  is  the  apprehension  that  you  may 
be  inconsiderately  hurried,  by  tbe  vigour  and 
activity  you  possess,  into  meuures  which  may  be 
fatal  to  many  innocent  individuals,  may  hereafter 
wound  your  own  feelings,  and  which  cannot  possi- 
bly serve  the  cause  of  those  who  sent  you,  that 
has  prompted  me  to  address  these  lines  to  you.    I 
moit  devoutly  wbh,  that  your  industry,  valor  and 
military  talents,  m^  be  reserved  for  a  more  honora* 
ble  and  virtuous  service  against  the  natural  ene- 
mies of  your  country,  (to  whom  our  court  are  so 
basely  complaisant)  and  not  be  wasted  in  inefi*ectual 
attempts  to  reduce  to  tbe  wretcbedest  state  of 
servitude,  the  most  meritorious  part  of  your  fel- 
low subjects.    1  say,  sir,  that  any  attempts  to  ac- 
complbh  thb  purpose,  must  be  inefiectual.    You 
cannot  possibly  succeed.    No  man  is  better  acv 
quainted  with  the  atate  of  this  continent  than  my* 
self.  I  have  ran -through  almost  the  whole  colonies^ 
firom  the  North  to  the  South,  and  from  the  South 
to  the  North.    I  have  conversed  with  all  orders  of 
men,  from  tbe  first  estated  gentlemen,  to  the  lowest 
pbmters  tnd  fiurmers,  and  can  aasuxt  ^t^^«  >daax 
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tbe  matt  ipirit  uiirnXM  Ae  whole.  Netlcii  thu  oribc  Bottoaiwu,  or  of  Qie  Mherprm 
Aibnndrcd  and  fifty  thMitind  fcntleiMa,  jtonea  eomthiited tbeir  eriorea.  ButH  bihenoMeapMI 
andftrmerf,  «re  now  in  troi,  drtcrmined  to  pre-  ^of  libenyoMiiltetlrperTkdin^tliewtirieeaBthiai^ 
ttrrt  tbeir  liberliei  or  periit). — Aitotbeideatlut  whicbhu  rendered  them  the  object*  of  miwwtg'M 
the  Amerieui*  are  deficient  in  eonngt,  it  ii  too  mnd  tnjtl  TengeuKe.— H»d  tbey  beea  ant 
tidUuloiti  >nd  gliringlj'  ftlie  to  deterre  >  tcrion*  of  inoiher  diipoaitioo,  had  the;  been  ktwdmi 

rerutation. 1   never  could  conceive  upon  4endtu£nem  parat*i,  tbey  tnigbt  have  made  ml 

what  this  notion  wk  founded. 1  lerved  MVend  jwitb  the  property  of  the  Eaat.India  C' 


campaign!  in  America  the  hut  war,  an 

MooUeet  a  ainglc  initaace  of  ill  behavior  in  the 

prorineiilf,  where  the  regnlart  acquittrd  tbon* 

•diet  well.    Indeed  wc  well  remember,  aome  in- 

•tlMU,  orthe  rererae,  paKieularly  where  the  late 

eotonel  Grant,  (he  who  lately  pledged  faimaelf  for 

tkefeneral  eowardiee  of  America]  ran-away  Til1< 

>  large  body  of  hit  own  re^^iment,  and  wm  ta«ed 

fhiBi  deatruction  by  the  rmlar  of  a  few  Virfciniana. 

Such  prepoileraua  aritumenta  are  only  proper  for 

tbeRigby't  and  9and*ich'a,  fWim  wboM  wNith*  By  off  f>Mn  the  hce  of  the  earth,  and  leave  not 

never  lamed,  and   to  whoae  fareait*,    truth   andjtrace  behind.    Tbeie,  air,  are  my  ptincipleat  tti 


the  ftlonioui  ITorth  himaclf  with  impunity.    Bui 
the  lotdt  of  St.  Jamea',  and  th^  mercenariea  o 

'phen'*,  will  know  that,  aa  long  ai 
■pirit  of  tbti  great  continent  n 

progreu  they  can  make  in  Ifaetr  •cbene  0^ 
nniveraal  deapotiim,  will  be  bot  trifling.    Henea 
it  ii,  that  they  wage  Ineipitble  war  agalnat  Abm^ 
rica.  In  ihort,  tbla  ia  the  last  aaytnm  ofpenceateS 
liberty.— Here,  ahonld  the  ir 

encmlea  prevail,  that  bright  Goddeaa  ■ 


decency  are  utter  itranger*.  Tou  wilfnaeh  oblige 
■e  in  communicating  thii  letter  to  ganertl  Hi>we, 
to  whom  I  could  wiih  it  ihould  be  conaidered  in 


*  to 


my  perauation,  and  eoaaequcntially  I 
mined  to  act.  I  have  now,  eir,  only  to  entmt  that: 
whatever  meaaurea  you  portue,  •helhcr  dwaa 
which  your  real  friends  [ayieir  aaongat  tliem^ 
would  with,  or  unfortunately  Ihoae  which  oar 
aecoraed  misnilera  ahall  dictate,  you  wQl  aiiK 
believe  ne  to  be,  penooally,  ^ith  tbo  grortcftl 
(inccrity  and  affection, 

Toor's  be.  G.  LEK, 


Mr.  Howe  U  a  man  for  whom  I  have  ever  had  the 
bigfaeit  love  and  reverence.  I  have  honored  him 
ftir  hU  own  eonneetiona,  hut  above  all  for  hb 
admirable  talent*  and  good  qualities.  I  have  court- 
ad  bis  aoqaaHitaoce  and  friendship,  not  only  aa  a 
pleamre,  but  aa  an  ornament;  I  flittered  myaelf 
that  I  had  obtained  it.— Gnciout  God!  it  it  poaii- 
blc  that  Mr.  Howe  should  be  prevailed  upon  to 
aocept  of  auch  an  office?  That  the  brother  of  him, 
to  whoae  memory  the  mucli  injured  people  of  Ooi- 
ton  erected  a  monument,  should  be  eraplo>'ed  as 
■D«  of  the  instrument!  of  their  destruction!— But 
the  fashion  of  the  times  it  seem*  it  such,  aa  renders 
it  impostible  that  he  should  avoid  it.  The  com' 
nands  of  our  mott  gracious  tovereign,  are  tooncel 
atl  moral  obligations,  to  sanctify  every  action,  even 
tboae  that  the  satrap  of  an  eastern  drtpot  would  I  t  claim  ao  merit  from  the  attcntioMyodioknidlf 
atart  at. — 1  shill  now  beg  leave  to  say  afew  words 'remember,  but  as  they  manifest  how  vutA  it  wa* 
with  respect  to  myseir  and  the  part  I  act.— I  wai  my  pride  to  be  known  for  your  friend;  ICor  ban 
bred  op  from  my  infancy  in  the  highest  veneration  [I  drparied  from  the  duties  of  that  character,  wbn 
for  the  liberties  of  mankind  in  generil.  Wdat  UH-illnot  scruple  to  say,  it  haa  been  almoat  gen«- 
have  aecnof  courtt  and  princrs  convinces  me,  Ihitirtl  offence  to  maintain  it)  I  mean  since  the  violent 
power  cannot  be  lodged  in  worse  hand*  thin  in  I  part  you  have  taken  in  the  coramotiont  of  the 
tbelrtj  and  of  all  courts  I  un  persuaded  that  n;irs '  coloniet.  Ii  would  eiceed  the  limita  and  proprtely 
i*  the  man  compt  and  hostile  to  the  righta  uf  of  our  pretent  correspondence  lo  argue  at  full, 

the  great  eaote  in  which  we  are  engaged.  But 
I  topreaerve  i  consistent  and  ingenuoua  clia< 
and  jealous,  I  confeu,  aT  tkaring  the  part  t 
I  Imputed  lu  such  mottvea  aa  you  'mlimate^ 

I  wilt  (late  to  jou  aa  oanciaely  aa  1  en,  the  priact> 


A  letltr  frm  general  Burgtgnt,  in  answer  M  ant — - 
vn(e  llim  iy  gtnerai  Let. 

Bdstor,  Jafy  9,  177*. 
7)«ir  sir — When  wr  wete  last  ti^ether  in  mt  ' 
vice,  I  ahould  not  have  thought  it  within  llie^ 
viciisiiude  of  human  affaita  that  *e  ihovld  meet 
at  any  time,  or  in  any  aense  at  fi>et;  the  letter  yM 
jhave  honored  me  with,  and  my  own  ftelinp  eam> 
I  bine  to  prove  we  are  lUll  &r  from  briiy  penenally 
tuch. 


I  am  convinced  that  a  regular  plan 
ha*  been  laid  (indeed  evoy  act,  aince  the  present 
teeeaaioD,  evincea  it)  to  abolith  even  the  abadow 
•f  liberty  from  amongst  ua.  It  wu  not  the  demoli. 
timi  of  the  tea,  it  waa  not  any  other  pacUcolar  act 
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plel  npon  which,  not  TolunUrilyi  but  m<Mt  con 
Mtent)Duil;>  1  undertook  it. 

I  have,  like  you,  entert«ined  fron  nif  inftncy 
Tenenilion  &r  public  liberty.  I  have  likewiie  re 
f  anted  the  Britiih  conatitution  a«  t)ie  best  s»(t 
fntrd  of  that  blcfaing,  to  be  found  in  the  history 
of  mankind.  The  vital  principle  of  the  conmitu- 
tion,  in  which  it  moTpi  and  hat  ita  being,  is  (he 
•uprtmicy  of  the  kinj;  in  parliament;  >  compound, 
indeEnite,  indefeaiible  power,  coeval  with  the  origin 
of  the  empire,  and  caeitenaive  over  all  ila  part^i— 
I  an  no  atran^ er  to  the  doetrinea  of  Mr.  Locke  and 
other  of  the  best  advocate!  for  the  righta  of  man. 
kind,  npan  the  compact  alwtya  implied  belweei! 
the  governing  and  governed,  and  the  ri[[til  ai 
reiiBtance  b  the  tatter,  when  the  compact  thsll  bi 
•o  violated  aa  to  leave  no  other  meana  of  redrrim 
Ilookwilhreverenee,almoat  amounting  to  idolatry, 
upon  thoae  immortal  wbiga  vho  adopted  and  kp 
plied  auch  doctrine  during  part  of  the  reign  of 
Charlea  the  lit,  and  in  that  of  Jaroea  the  llil— 
Should  corruption  pervade  the  three  eatatea  of  the 
realm,  ao  •«  to  pervert  the  great  enda  of  thr'ir 
inilitution,  and  make  the  power,  vested  in  them  fur 
the  good  of  the  whole  people,  operate  like  an  abuse 
of  the  prerogaUve  of  the  crown,  to  general  op 
preiiioa,  I  am  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  the  aame 
doctrine  of  resistance  appliea  aa  forcibly  agiinst 
tbe  abuiea  of  the  collective  body  of  powc 
againat  iboae  of  the  crown,  or  either  of  the 
ponent  brancbei  aeparately:  atill  alwiyi  understood 
that  no  other  meana  of  redrera  can  be  obtained.— 
A  case,  1  contend,  much  more  difficult  to  auppos' 
wtieo  it  relatet  to  the  whole  than  when  it  reUlc; 
to  parts.  But  in  all  caaei  that  have  exiited,  oi 
cut  be  conceived,  I  hold  that  resistance,  to  bi 
jttttiGaUfiinuat  be  directed  against  Ibe  uaurpatioi; 
or  nndue  ezerciae  of  power,  and  that  il  is  mosi 
erinioal  when  directed  agaiuat  any  power  itseli 
It  b  tbe  conatilultoa. 


And  here  you  will  diacem  immediately  why  I 
drew  a  tine  in  the  allusion  I  made  above  to  the 
reign  of  Charlea  the  firat.  Towards  the  close  of  i', 
tbe  true  principle  of  resistance  was  changed,  und 
mnewsystemofgovemEnentproJec'ed  accordingly. 
The  patriots,  previous  to  the  long  psrliament  and 
during  great  part  of  it,  ai  well  hi  the  glorious 
revolutioniata  of  IGSS,  reaiatcd  to  vindicate  and 
restore  tbe  cooatilutioaj  tbe  republicans  resisted, 
to  subvert  it. 

Now,  sir,  lay  yonr  hand  upon  your  heart,  ta  you 
iMVe  enjoined  me  to  do  on  nin^  and  tell  mc,  tu 


fliicli  of  these  purpoaea  do  the  proceedings  of 
Imf  ric«  tend?  Is  it,  the  weight  of  lares  tmpiaed, 
nd  the  Impoasibility  of  relief,  aRrr  due  rep reten ta- 
lon of  her  burthen),  that  haa  induced  her  to  take 
rma?  Or  is  it  •  denial  of  the  legislative  rii^ht  of 
ireat  Britain  to  impoie  them,  and  consequently  k 
iruggle  for  tot*l  independency f— For  the  idea  of 
I  pawer  that  can  tak  eitemally  and  «ot  internally, 
itmI  ill  the  sophistry  that  attends  it,  thougli  it  may 
:aioh  the  weaknes*  and  prejudice*  of  the  multitude, 
n  a  speech  or  a  pamphlet,  is  too  preposlerbiit  to 
velgh  seriously  with  a  man  of  your  undrrslsntJing, 

and  I  sm  persuaded  you  will  admit  tbe  qiieatioft 

fairly  put. 

Is  it  then  for  a  relief  from  taies— or  from  iba 
Kontroul  of  parliament,  "in  all  eases  whaiaoever," 
ihot  we  are  in  war?  If  for  the  former,  thequarfd 
Is  at  an  end— There  is  not  a  man  of  aense  and  in. 
fiirmaiion  In  Americn,  who  doei  nit' see  it  i*  in 
the  power  of  the  colonies  to  obtain  a  retinqulah- 
of  the  exercise  of  laiation  immediately  and 
Er.— I  boldly  aasert  it,  because  sense  aud  th> 
iiion  must  also  auggeat  to  every  man,  that  it 
lever  be  the  interest  of  Britain  to  nuke  • 
second  trial. 

But  if  the  other  ground  is  taken,  and  it  ta  in- 
ended  to  wrest  from  Great  Britain,  a  link  ofthtt 
suhstintial,  and  I  hope  perpetual  chain,  by  whicEi 
the  empire  holds— think  it  not  *  ministerial  man- 
daici  think  it  not  mere  profesrional  ardourj  think 
it  not  prejudice  against  any  part  of  our  fellow  sub- 
jects, thatinducesmenofintrgriiy,  and  among  auch 
you  hsve  done  me  the  honor  to  clajtt  mr,  to  set 
*ilh  vigor:— But  be  ansiired  it  is  conviction  that 
the  whole  of  our  political  syatem  depends  upon 
preserving  entire  its  great  and  esseiilia)  parts,  and 
none  is  so  great  and  eatenlial  as  the  suprrmaev  of 
legislation- It  it  conviction  that  a*  a  king  of  Eiig. 
Ijnd  iiEverappearainsogloriciit  acsptcily  as  when 
he  employs  the  executive  power  of  the  state  to 
maintain  the  taws,  so  in  the  prrtent  exertiuns  of 
thai  power,  fait  majesty  is  particularly  entitled  to 
oiir  T.rA  and  grateful  obedience,  not  only  aa  totdien 


These  principles,  depend  upon  it,  actuate  the 
rmy  and  fleet  throughout.  And  let  me,  at  tbe 
■me  lime  add,  there  are  f^w,  if  any,  gentlemen 
.moiig  ua  who  would  have  drawn  bis  award  in  th« 
lu^e  of  slavery.  But,  why  do  1  confina  myself  to 
he  fleet  and  army:  I  affirm  UiesenLiments  I  hero 
ouched,  to  be  those  of  the  greit  bulk  -of  the  n«- 
lion.    Lappeal  even  to  tbois  trading  town*  whieli 
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are  8:iff>rera  by  the  dis|mte»  and  ihe  city  of  London 
»t  the  head  of  them,  notwicbaunding  the  petitiona 
and  remonttrances  that  the  arta  of  partiea  and 
faetiona  have  eztoHed  from  aome  individuals}  and 
laat,  beeanie  leaat  in  your  favor,  1  appeal  to  the 
majoritiea  of  the  laat  vear  upon  American  qtiestiona 
in  parliament.  The  most  licentious  news  writer 
wanta  aaaurance  to  call  theae  majoritiea  ministeral; 
much  leaa  will  you,  when  you  impartially  examine 
the  characters  of  which  they  were  in  a  grreat  d^n^ee 
oompoaed — men  of  the  most  independent  principles 
and  fortunes,  and  many  of  them  professedly  in  op- 
poaitioD  in  their  general  line  of  conduct. 

Among  other  supportera  of  British  rights  against 
American  claims,  1  will  not  speak  poai lively,  but 
I  firmly  believe,  I  may  name  the  men  of  whose 
integrity  and  judgment  yriu  have  the  higheat  opi 
ftion,  and  whose  friendship  is  nearest  your  heart:  1 
Biean  lord  Thanet,  from  whom  m^  aid  de  camp  has 
a  letter  for  you,  with  another  from  air  C.  Davers. 
I  do  not  enclose  them,  because  the  writers,  little 
Imagining  how  difficult  your  conduct  would  render 
our  intercourse,  desired  they  might  be  delivered 
into  your  own  handa. 

For  thia  purpoae,  aa  well  aa  to  renew  <*the  rights 
of  our  fellow  .ship,**  I  wish  to  see  you;  and  above 
all  I  should  think  an  interview  happy  if  it  induced 
•uch  explanations  aa  might  tend  in  their  conse- 
quences to  peace.  I  feel,  in  common  with  all  aruund 
ne,  for  the  unhappy  deluded  bulk  of  this  country 
-»they  foresee  not  the  distress  that  is  impending 
I  know  Great  Britain  ia  ready  to  open  her  arma  up- 
on the  first  reasonable  overturea  of  accommoda- 
tion; 1  know  ahe  is  equally  resolute  to  maintain 
her  original  righta;  and  I  also  know,  that  if  the 
war  proceeds,  your  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
men  will  be  no  match  for  her  power.  I  put  my 
lionor  to  theae  a^aertiona,  as  you  have  done  to 
others,  and  I  claim  the  credit  I  am  willing  to  give. 

The  place  I  would  propose  for  our  meeting  is 
the  house  on  Boston  Neck,  just  within  our  advanc- 
ed aentries,  called  Brown'a  house.  1  will  obtain 
authority  to  give  you  my  parole  of  honor  for  your 
•ecure  return:  I  ahall  expect  the  aame  on  your 
part,  that  no  intuit  be  offered  to  me.  If  the  pro- 
posal is  agreeable  to  you,  name  your  day  and  hour 
—And,  at  alleventa,  accept  a  sincere  return  of  the 
aatiurances  you  honor  me  with,  and  believe  me 
aflr  ctionately  youra,  J.  BURGOYNB. 

P.  8.  I  have  been  prevented  by  buainesa  anawer- 
ing  your  letter  sooner.— I  obeyed  your  commands 
inregard  to  geoeral  Howe  and  Clintooi  aad  I  like- 


wise communicated  to  lord  Percy  the  eonioita 
your  letter  and  my  anawer  j— They  all  join  villi 
in  complimenta,  and  aothoriaa  me  to 
they  do  the  aame  in  prtncipl 


General  Xee^t  anrmer  to  general  Bmrgvym^e 
CajiBRinoB,  HiAD-QuAmrxaa,  /«{y  11,  1775. 
General  Lia'a  compliments  to  general  Bub«« 
—Would  be  extremely  happy  in  Ihe  inlefriav 
so  kindly  proposed.    But  aa  he  percetirea  UmI  ge 
neral  BoRooraa  has  already  nude  up  hit  wmA 
this  great  subject;  and  that  it  ia  impoaaiBle  UmT: 
he  [gen.  Lib]  should  ever  alter  hit  opinioii,  he  i 
apprehensive  that  the  interview  might  create  tb< 
jealousies  and  suspicions,  ao  natural  to  a 
struggling  in  the  deareat  of  all  cauaes,  thatof  thea 
liberty,  property,  wivea,  children,  and  their 
generationa.    He  muat,  therefore,  defer  the  bappi* 
nesa  of  embracing  a  man  whom  he  most  aincerel 
loves  until  the  subveraiona  of  the  preaent  tyrai 
ministry  and  system,  which  he  is  persuaded  mua^ 
be  in  a  few  months,  aa  be  knowa  Great  Britain  cw 
not  atand  theconteat.— Hebegs  general  Bira«OT«: 
will  aeod  the  lettera  which  his  aid  de  camp 
for  him.  If  Gardiner  Is  hia  aid  de  camp^  he 
hia  love  to  him. 

Copy  of  a  letter  tent  by  WUHam  Tryon^  etg.  io 
excellency  governor  TrumhuUf  of  ConnecHeut, 

New  Yoax,  April  17th,  1778. 
Sib— HAving  been  huiiored  J^ith  the  king*a  ocMB- 
mands,  to  circulate  tlie  enclosures  to  the  people  aV 
large,  I  take  the  liberty  to  offer  them  to  you 
your  candid  coaaideration,  and  to  recommend  that 
through  your  means,  the  inhabitants  within 
province  may  be  acquainted  with  the  same;  a 
the  other  provinces  to  the  eastward. 

I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  TBYON. 

Governor  Trumbull. 

IHa  excdlenaft  anrwer, 

LBBARoar,  April  23,  177S. 
Sir— Your  letter  of  the  17th  inst.  from  New 
is  received,  with  its  enclosures,  and  the  aev 
similar  packets,  of  various  adiiresses»  with 
It  waa  accompanied. 

Proposals  of  peace  are  usually  made  from  th 
supreme  authority  of  one  contending  power,  to 
similar  authority  of  the  other;  and  the  preaent  is 
he  first  instance,  within  my  recollection,  when  a 
vague,  half  blduik,and  very  indefinite  draught'of  a 
bill,  once  only  read  before  one  of  the  three  bodiea 
ihe  legialature  of  the  nation,  has  ever  been  a.ldret- 
sedto  %ht  people  at  large  of  the  opposite  power^  afr 
an  overture  ofreconoiiiatieo. 
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Xherc  wm  a  day,  when  even  this  «tep,  from  our 
tben  acknowledged  parent  state,  might  have  been 
Accepted  with  joy  and  gratitiidp;  but  that  day,  sir. 
Ml  lUtft  irpecov  ra'  ly.  The  repeated  insolent  rejec- 
tion, of  our  sincere  and  sufficiently  humble  peti 
^H»iis,  the  unprovoked  commencement  of  hostilities; 
^ti€  barbarous  inhumanity  which  has  marked  the 
itioft  of  the  war  on  yo-ir  part,  in  its  several 
I;  the  insolence  which  displays  itself  on  every 
Petty  advantage;  the  cruelties  which  have  been 
^iKcreistfd  on  those  unhappy  men  whom  the  fortune 
of  war  has  thrown  into  your  hands^all  these  are 
insuperable  bars  to  the  very  idea  of  concluding  a 
|>«ace  with  Great  Britain,  on  any  other  conditions 
than  the  most  absolute  and  perfect  independence. 
*ro  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
therefore,  all  proposals  of  this  kind  are  to  be  ad- 
dressed; and  you  wil-  give  me  leave,  sir,  to  say  that 
the  present  mode  bears  too  much  the  marks  of  an  of  cotton  and  wool  cards  from  the  northward,  6r 

elsewhere. 

'*We  desire  further,  that  you  will  not  depart 
from  the  association  formed  by  the  continental  cpn> 
gress  in  September  last,  but  will  strictly  adhere  to 
it  in  every  particular.'* 


^The  meatts  of  constitutional  legislation  in  this 
colony,  being  now  interrupted,  and  entirely  pre- 
carious, and  being  convinced  thut  some  rule  is  nSb' 
cessary, for  speedily  putting  the  colcny  in  a  state 
of  defence,  we,  in  an  especial  manner,  recommend 
this  matter  toyour-consi^eration  in  convention;  and 
you  may  depend  that  any  general  tax,  by  that  body 
imposed,  for  such  purposes,  will  be  cheerfully 
submitted  to»  and  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  this 
county. 

"We  desire  that  you  will  consider  the  BQttvnianM 
as  suffering  in  the  common  catue^  and  cheerfully 
join  in  their  support  to  the  utmost  of  your  power: 

"That  you  will  direct  the  deputies  to  congrasa, 
on  the  part  of  this  colony,  to  use  their  best  endea- 
vors to  establish  a  tra  le  between  the  colonien;  and 
to  procure  a  quantity  o{ gun-powder^  and  a  number 


design  to  disunite  the  people,  and  to  lull 
us  into  a  state  of  quietude,  and  negligence  of  the 
nece  sary  preparations  for  the  approaching  cam- 
pu|pn.    If  this  be  the  real  design,  it  is  fruitless.  If 
peace  be  really  the  object,  let  your  proposals  be 
properly  addressed  to  th-  proper  power,  and  your 
aei^ociationii  be  honorab'y  conducted,  we  shall  then 
have  some  pro<»pectof  (what  is  the  most  ardent  wish 
of  ewery  honest  American,)  a  lasting  and  honorable 
peace.     The  British  nation  may  then,  perhaps,  find 
OS  as  affectionate  and  valuable  friends,  as  we  now 
fiatal  and  determined  enemies,  and  will  derive 
that  friendship,  more  solid  and  re^l  advan- 
tage, thao  the  most  sanguine  can  espect  from  con- 
gest. 

I  am«  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

J.  TRUMBULL. 
Wix>UA«  Tbtov,  esq. 

^  JnairueHonsfrom  the  freeholder  9  of  Cumberland  coun* 

••TV  John  Mayo  and   IVil'iam  Flemings  gwtlemen, 
their  tlelegatea,  March^  1775. 
••We,  the  freeholders  of  Cumberland  county,  hav- 
Hig  elected  you  to  represent  us  in  a  provincial  con- 
Yenii^n,  to  be  held  in  the  town  of  Richmond,  on 
Monday  the  20th  of  this  instant,  and  being  con- 
^nced  that  the  safety  and  happiness  of  British 
America  depend  on  the  unanimity,  firmness,  and 
joint  e£f  irts  of  all  the  colonies,  we  expect  you  will, 
On  your  part<,  let  your  measures  be  as  much  for 
the  common  safety,  as  the  peculiar  interests  of  this 
colony  will  permit;  and  that  you,  in  particular, 
comply  with  the  reco^nmendation  pf  the  continen- 
tal congress,  in  appointing  delegktes  to  meet  m 
the  olty  q£  PiiiladelphiSi  in  May  o^jLt. 


Forcet  of  America^ 
The  following  waa  the  estimate  which  general 
Gage  laid  before  the  Britiah  ministry  in  1775,  of 
the  force  which  could  be  raised  m  the  colonies^ 
and  maintained  in  the  field. 
New  England       •  .  .  37,000 

New  York       .  .  ^  .      11,000 

Pennsylvania  and  Jersey  •  •  16,000 

Virginia  and  Maryland  «  •      13,000 

CaroUnas  .  «  .  «  5,000 


82,000 


The  opeeeh  of  the  right  hon,  the  earl  of  Chatham,  tn 
the  houte  of  lordi^  January  20M,   1775,  on    a  mo- 
tion for  an  oddre$t  to  hit  majeity^  to  give  immediate 
order 0  for  removing  hit  trooptfrom  Botton^  forth* 
vdth^  in  order  to  quiet  the  mindt  and  take  aroay  the 
apprehentiont  of  hit  good  tubjecttin  America, 
My  lordt — After  more  than  six  weeks  possession 
of  the  papers  now  before  you,  on  a  subject  so  mo* 
mentous,  at  a  time  when  the  fate  of  this  nation 
hangs  on  every  hour,  the  ministry  have  at  length 
condescended  to  submit,  to  the  consideration  of 
the  house,  intelligence  from  America,  with  which 
your  lordships  and  the  public  have  been  long  and 
fully  acquainted. 

The  measures  of  last  year,  my  lords,  which  have 
prodttctd  the  present  alaxtoASk^  \\aX^  ^1  KT&«^^<a» 
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were  founded  upon  misrepretenUtion^Uiey  were 
violent,  precipitate  and* Tinclic-ive.  The  nation 
.  Was  told,  that  it  was  only  a  faction  In  Boston, 
which  oupoffd  all  lawful  government;  that  an  un- 
warrantable injury  had  hecn  done  to  private  pro- 
perty, far  which  the  justice  of  parliament  was  cal- 
led upon,  to  order  reparation;— that  the  least  ap- 
pearance of  iirmneaa  would  awe  the  Americans 
into  submission,  and  upon  only  passing  the  Rubicon 
we  should  be  fine  clade  victor. 

That  the  people  might  choose  their  representa- 
tives, under  the  impression  of  those  misrepresen- 
tations, the  parliament  was  precipitately  dissolved. 
Thus  the  nation  was  to  be  rendered  instrumental 
in  executing  the  vengeance  of  administration  on 
that  injured,  unhappy,  traduced  people. 

But  now,  my  lords,  we  find,  that  instead  of  sup- 
|n^8sing  the  opposition  of  the  f^cion  at  Boston, 
these  measures  have  upretd  it  over  the  whole  con. 
tinent.  They  have  united  that  whole  people,-  by 
the  most  indissoluble  of  all  bands-^intolerable 
wrongs.  The  just  retribution  is  an  indiscriminate, 
oniierciful  proscription  of  the  •innocent  with  the 
guilty,  unheard  and  untried.  The  bloodless  vic- 
tory, is  an  impotent  general,  with  his  dishonored 
army,  trnsting  solely  to  the  pick-axe  and  the  spade, 
for  securiiy  against  the  just  indignation  of  an  in- 
jured and  insulted  people. 

My  lor^ls,  I  am  happy  that  a  relaxation  of  my  in- 
firmiiies  permi's  me  to  seize  this  earliest  opportuni- 
ty of  offering  my  poor  advice  to  save  this  unhappy 
countf^,  at  this  moment  tottering  to  its  ruin.  Bu^ 
aa  I  h:ive  not  the  honor  of  access  to  his  majesty,  I 
will  endeavor  to  transmit  to  him,  through  the  con- 
atitutional  channel  of  this  house,  my  ideas  on  Ame- 
rican biiNiness,  to  r6<true  him  from  the  misadvice 
of  his  present  ministers.  I  congratulate  your  lord- 
ships that  that  business  is  at  last  entered  upon,  by 
.the  noble  lord's  (lord  Dartmouth)  laying  the  pa- 
pers before  you.  As  I  suppose  your  lordships  are 
too  well  apprised  of  their  contents,  I  hope  I  am  not 
premature  in  submitting  to  you  my  present  motion 
(reads  the  motion.)  I  wish  my  lords  not  to  lose  a 
day  in  this  urging  present  crisis:  An  hour  now  lost 
in  allaying  the  ferment  in  America,  may  produce 
^ears  of  calamity:  but,  for  my  own  part,  I  will  not 
desert  for  a  mom^t  the  conduct  of  this  mighty 
business  from  the  first  to  tUe  last,  unless  nailed  to 
my  bed  by  the  extremity  of  sickness;  I  will  give  it 
unremitting  attention:  I  will  knock  at  the  door  of 
this  sleeping,  or  confounded  ministry,  and  will 
rouse  them  to  a  sense  of  their  important  danger. 
'When  1  state  the  importance  of  the  colonies  to  thia 


country,  and  the  magnitude  of  danger  banging 
thia  country  from  the  present  pUn  of 
tration  practised  against  them,  I  desire  Mit  to  be 
understood  to  argue  for  a  reciprocity  of  iodulgeaee 
between  England  and  America:  I  contend  aot  Ibr 
indulgence,  but  justice,  to  America;  and  I  sball 
ever  contend  that  the  Americans  owe  obedienoo  to 
us,  in  a  limited  degree;  tbey  owe  obedience  to  mtct 
ordinances  of  trade  and  navigation;  but  let  tbe 
line  be  skilfully  drawn  between  the  objects  of  thooe 
ordinances,  and  their  private,  internal  property^ 
Let  the  sacrediiess  of  their  property  remMQ  iavio* 
late;  let  it  be  taxable  only  by  their  own  conacot^ 
given  in  their  provincial  assemblies,  else  it 
cease  to  be  property:  As  to  the  metaphysical 
fiiements  attempting  to  shew  that  the  Americana 
are  equally  fttt  from  obedience  to  oommeroial  re« 
straints,  as  from  taxation  for  revenue,  as  beiog  «!• 
represented  here,  1  pronounce  them  futile,  fnvo* 
lous  and  groundless.— -Property  is,  in  ita  nature, 
single  as  an  atom.    It  is  indivisible,  can  belong  to 
one  only,  and  cannot  be  touched  but  by  hia 
consent.    The  law  that  attempts  to  alter  thia 
posal  of  it  annihilates  it. 

When  I  urge  this  measure  for  recalling  the  troopa 
from  Boston,  I  urge  it  on  this  pressing  principle* 
that  it  is  necessarily  preparatory  to  the  restoratioQ 
of  your  prosperity.  It  will  then  appear  that  yoe 
are  disponed  to  treat  amicably  and  equitably,  a^d 
to  consider,  revise  and  repeal,  if  it  should  be  found 
necessary,  as  I  affirm  it  wilt,  tliose  violent  acts  and 
declarations  which  have  disseminated  confiisioa 
throughout  your  empire.  Resistance  to  your  acts, 
was  as  necessary  as  it  was  just;  and  your  vain  de- 
clarations of  the  omnipotence  of  parliament,  and 
your  imperious  doctrines  of  tbe  neeessity  of  sub- 
mission, will  be  found  equally  impotent  to  convince 
or  enslave  your  fellow  subjects  in  America,  wbo 
feel  that  tyranny,  whether  ambitioned  by  an  indivi- 
dual p«krt  of  the  legislature,  or  by  the  bodies  whicb 
compose  it,  is  equally  intolerable  to  British  prin«_ 
ciples. 

As  to  the  means  of  enforcing  this  thraldom,  tbey^ 
are  found  to  be  as  ridiculous  and  weak  in  practice,  « 
as  they  were  unjust  in  principle:  Indeed  1  cannot^ 
but  feel,  with  the  most  anxious  sensibility,  for  the^ 
situation  of  general  Gage  and  the  troops  under  hfs  ^ 
command;  thinking  him,  as  I  do,  a  man  of  humani-^ 
ty  and  tmderstandin^,  and  entertaining,  as  I  evefS 
shall,  the  highest  respect,  the  warmest  low,  for  the  ^ 
British  troops.  Their  situation  is  truly  unworthy 
pent  up,  pining  in  inglorious  inactivity.  They  are  ^ 
an  army  of  impotence.  You  may  call  them  an  army"^ 
of  safety  and  of  guard;  but  they  are  in  truth  an  ar*  - 
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my  of  impotence  atid  contempi-^and  to  render  tb( 
§cMf  eqa-il  to  the  disgrace,  they  ure  an  army  of  ir- 
ritation. I  do  not  mean  to  censure  the  inactivity 
6i  the  troops.  It  is  a  prudent  and  necessary  tnac 
tioo.  But  it  is  a  miserable  condition,  where  dis- 
grace 18  prudence;  and  where  it  is  necessary  to  be 
contemptible.  This  tameness,  however  disgrace 
iiil,  ought  not  to  be  blamed,  as  I  am  surprised  to 
bear  is  done  by  these  ministers.  The  df-at  drop  ot 
blood,  shed  in  a  civil  and  unnatural  war,  would  be 
an  inmedicabile  vulnus.  It  would  entail  hatred  and 
contention  between  the  two  perple,  from  genera- 
tjoii  to  generation.  Woe  be  to  him  who  sheds  the 
first,  the  uneipiable  drop  of  blood  in  an  impious 
var,  with  a  people  contending  in  the  great  cau-^te 
of  public  liberty.  1  wil{  tell  you  plainty,  m; 
lords,  no  son  of  mine  nor  any  one  over  whom  I  have 
influence,  f hall  ever  draw  his  sword  upon  his  fellow 
subjects. 

'     I  therefore  urge  and  conjure  your  lordships  im- 
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imedtately  to  adopt  this  conciliatory  measure. 
will  pledge  myself  for  its  immediately  producing 
conciliatory  effects,  from  its  being  well  timed:  But 
il  you  delay,  till  your  vain  hope  of  triumphantly 
dictating  the  terms  shall  be  accomplished— you 
delay  forever.  And,  even  admitting  that  this  hope, 
which  in  truth  is  desperate,  should  be  accomplished, 
what  will  you  gain  by  a  victorious  imposition  of 
amity?  TouwiUbeuntrustedandunihanked.  Adopt 
then  the  grace,  while  you  have  the  opportunity  of 
reconcilement,  or  at  least  prepare  the  way;  allay 
the  ferment  prevailing  in  America,  by  removing  the 
obnoziotis  hostile  cause.  Obnoxious  and  unservicea- 
ble; for  their  merit  can  be  only  inaction.  "Non 
dimicare  estvincere."  Their  victory  can  never  be 
by  exertions."  Their  force  would  be  most  dispro- 
portionately exerted,  against  a  brave,  generouSi 
and  united  people,  with  arms  in  their  hands  and 
courage  in  their  hearts;  three  millions  of  people, 
the  genuine  descendants  of  a  valiant  and  pious 
ancestry,  driven  to  these  desarts  by  the  harrow 
Biazims  of  a  superstitious  tyranny.  And  is  the 
aptrit  of  tyrannous  persecution  never  to  be  appeas- 
ed? Are  the  brave  sons  of  those  brave  forefathers 
to  inherit  their  sufferings,  as  they  have  inherited 
their  virtues?  Are  they  to  sustsin  the  intlictions 
of  the  most  oppressive  and  unexampled  severity, 
beyond  the  accounts  of  history  or  the  description 
of  poetry?  «*Rhadamanthus  habet  durissima  regna, 
castigatque  auditque."  So  says  the  wisest  states- 
man and  politician.  But  the  Bostooians  have  been 
condemned  uaBBAno.  The  indiscriminating  hand 
of  vengeance  has  lumped  together  innocent  and 
gailtyt  with  all  the  formalities  of  hostility,  has 


blocked  up  the  town,  and  reduced  to  beggary  and 
famine  3U,000  inhabitanis.     But  his   majesty  if 
advised  that  the  union  o^  America  cannot  last.— 
Ministers  have  more  eyes  than  I,  and  should  have 
more  ears,  hut  from  all  the  information  I  have 
been  able  to  procure,  I  can  pronou'ice  it  a  union 
solid,  permanent  and  eff'ectual.     Ministers  may 
satisify  themselves  and  delude  the  public  with  the 
reports  of  what  they  call  commercial  bodies  in 
America.     They  are  not  commercial.    They  are 
your  p  ickers  and  fnctors;  they  live  upon  nothing, 
fiSr  I  call  commission  nothing;  1  mean  the  minis* 
terinl  AUTBORiTf  for  their  American  intelligence. 
The  runners  of  government,  who  are  paid  for  their 
intelligence.    But  these  are  not  the  men,  nor  this 
the  influence  to  be  considered  in  America,  when 
we  estimate  the  firmness  of  their  union.    Even  to 
extend  the  question,  and  to  take  in  the  really 
mercantile  circle,  will  be  totally  inadequate  to  the 
consideration.    Trade  indeed  increases  the  wealth 
and  glor}'  of  a  country;  but  its  real  strength  and 
stamina  are  to  be  looked  for  among  the  cultivatora 
of  the  land.    In  their  simplicity  of  life  is  founded 
the  simplicity  of  virtue,  the  integrity  and  courage 
of  freedom.    Those  true  genuine  sons  of  the  earth 
are  invincible;  and  ^hey  surround  and  hem  in  the 
mercantile  bodies;  even  if  those  bodies,  which 
supposition  I  totally  disclaim,  could  be  supposed 
diKaflected  to  the  cause  of  liberty.    Of  this— gene- 
ral spirit  existing  in  the  American  hatioh,  for  ao 
1  wish  to  distinguish  the  real  and  genu'ne  Ameri« 
cans  from  the  paeudo  traders  I  have  described:  of 
this  spirit  of  independence,  animating  the  vatiov 
of  America,  I  have  the  most  authentic  information.- 
It  is  not  new  among  them;  it  is,  and  ever  has  been 
their  established  principle,  their  conflrmed  persua« 
sio  >;  it  is  their  nature  and  their  doctrine.  I  remem* 
bersomeyears  ago  when  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act 
was  in  agitation,  conversing  in  a  friendly  onfidence 
with  a  person  of  undoubted  respect  and  authenticity 
on  this  subject;  and  he  assured  me  with  a  certainty 
which  his  judgment  and  opportunity  gave  him,  that 
these  were  the  prevalent  und  steady  principles  of 
America:  That  you  might  destroy  their  towns,  and 
cut  them  off*  from  the  superfluities,  perhaps  the 
conveniencies  of  life,  but  that  they  were  prepared 
to  despise  your  power,  and  would  not  lament  their 
loss,   whilst  they  had,  what,  my   lords'* — Their 
woods  and  liberty.    The  name  of  my  authority,  if 
1  am  called  upon,  will  authenticate  the  opinion 
irrefragably. 


If  illegal  violences  have  been,  as  it  is  said,  com- 
mitted in  America,  prepare  the  way,  open  a  door 
of  possibiiity^  for  ackTv^«Vt^%mt»x%sA%^>A^\\R.>oRnk, 
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Bttlpraeeednottosuchcoerci  n,tue';ipr(Meriptioii:t  head,  ibe  diflunctioo  I  cootcad  for,  it  tad  nuist  be 

Cease  yoar  inditcrtminate  'mflictiont;  amerce  not  obaerved, 

thirty  thoumnds,  oppress  not  three  millions,  for  (he 

fiMilts  of  forty  or  fifly.    Such  sererity  of  injustice 

flMiit  forever  render  incurable  the  wounds  you  have 

giren  your  colonies}  you  irritate  them  to  unap- 


peaaable  rancour.  What  though  you  march  from 
town  to  town,  and  from  province  to  provinces- 
TV  oiigh  you  should  be  sble  to  force  a  temporary 
and  local  subrobsion,  which  I  only  suppose,  not 
admit,  how  shall  you  be  able  to  secure  the  obedi 
ance  of  the  country  yoti  leave  behind  you  in  your 
.progress?  To  grasp  the  dominion  of  1.800  miles 
of  continent,  populous  in  valor,  liberty  and  resis- 
tance? This  resisUrce  to  your  arhitrhry  system  of 
timatioB  might  hsve  been  foreseen;  it  waa  obvious 
ftoB  the  nature  of  tl*ingrs  and  of  m»nkindi  and 
mbore  all,  from  the  whiggish  spirit  flourtsbiag  in 
that  country.  The  spirit  which  now  resists  your 
taxation  in  America,  is  the  same  which  formerly 
opposed,  and  with  success  opposed,  loans,  benevo- 
lences, and  ship  money  in  E'iglsnd— the  same  spirit 
which  called  all  E*  gland  oa  its  lsos,  and  by  the 
bill  of  rights  vindicated  the  English  constitution — 
the  same  spirit  which  established  the  great  funds* 
menu!  and 'essential  maxim  of  your  liberties,  that 
90  subject  shall  be  taxed,  but  bt  bis  owb  cob- 
0BBT.  If  your  lordships  will  turn  to  the  politics 
•f  those  times,  you  will  see  the  attempts  of  the 
lords  to  poison  this  inestimable  benefit  of  the  bill, 
by  an  insidious  proviso:  You  will  see  their  attempts 
defeated,  in  their  conference  with  the  commons, 
by  tlie  decisive  arguments  of  the  ascertatners  and 
maintainers  of  our  liberty;  you  will  see  the  thin, 
inconclusive  and  fallacious  stuflT  of  those  enemies 
to  freedom,  contrasted  with  the  sound  and  solid 
reasoning  of  serjeant  Glanville  and  the  rest,  those 
great  and  learned  men  who  adorned  and  enlightened 


Mtf  lordt — ^This  eoimtry  superintends  and  eoo« 
trouls  their  trade  and  navigation;  but  they  tax 
THSMABiiVBs.  And  this  distinction  between  external 
and  internal  controul,  is  sacred  and  insurmounta- 
ble; it  is  involved  in  the  abstract  natttfe  of  things. 
Property  b  private,  individual,  absolute.  Trade 
is  sn  extended  and  complicated  considerations  it 
reaches  as  fiir  as  ships  can  sail,  or  wmdii  can  blow, 
it  is  a  great  and  various  machine— To  regulate  the 
numberless  movements  of  its  several  parts,  and 
combine  them  into  effect  for  the  good  of  the  whok^ 
requirea  the  superintending  wisdom  and  energy  of 
the  supreme  power  in  the  empire.  But  this  supreme 
power  hss  no  effect  towards  internal  taxation— for 
it  does  not  exist  in  that  relation.  There  is  no  sneh 
tiling,  no  such  idea  in  this  constitution,  aaaaupreae 
power  operating  upon  property. 


Let  this  distinction  then  leaa^  fbrever  aacertainr 
ed.    Taxation  is  theirs,  commercial  regulation  i^ 
ours.    As  an  American,  I  would  recognise  to  Bng^ 
land  her  supreme  right  of  regulating 
and  navigation:    As  an  Englishman,  by  birth 
principle,  I  recognise  to  the  Americana  their 
preme,  unalienable  right  hi  their  property;  a  rijgfatd 
which  they  are  juatified  in  the  defence  oC  to 
extremity.    To  maintain  this  prmciple  ia  the 
mon  cstise  of  the  whigs  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  and  on  this.     'Tis  liberty  to   liberty 
engaged,  that  they  will  defend  themselves,  their 
families  snd  their  country.    In  this  great  cause 
they  are  immoveably  allied.  It  is  the  alliance  of  God 
and  nature— immutable,  eternal,  fix'd  as  the  firms- 
ment  of  Heaven!    To  such  united  force,  what  force 
shall  be  opposrd!     What,  my  lords,  a  few  regi- 
ments in  Americs,  and  17  or  18,000  men  at  home! 


this  country,  and  placed  her  security  on  the  summit 'The  idea  is  too  ridiculous  to  take  up  a  moment  of 


of  justice  and  freedonu  And  whilst  1  am  on  my 
legs,  and  thus  do  justice  to  the  memory  of  those 
great  men,  I  must  slso  justify  the  merit  of  the 
living  by  declaring  my  firm  and  fixed  opinion,  that 
such  a  man  exists  this  day  [looking  towards  lord 
Cambden];  this  glorious  spirit  of  whiggism  animates 
three  millions  in  America,  who  prefer  poverty  with 
liberty,  to  golden  chains  snd  sordid  affluence;  and 
who  will  die  in  defence  of  their  rights,  as  men— 
aa  freemen.  What  shall  oppose  this  spirit?  aided 
by  tlie  congenial  flame  glowing  in  the  breast  of 
every  whig  in  Englanif,  to  the  smount,  I  hope,  of 
at  least  double  the  American  numbers!  Ireland 
they  have  to  a  man.  In  that  country,  joined  as  ii 
is  with  the  cause  of  the  colonies,  and  placed  at  their 


your  lordships  time — nor  can  such  a  national  prin* 
cipled  union  be  resisted  by  the  tricks  of  office  or 
ministerial  manceuvres.  Laying  papers  on  your 
table,  or  counting  noses  on  a  division,  will  not 
avert  or  postpone  the  hour  of  danger.  It  muat 
arrive,  my  lords,  unless  these  fatal  acts  are  done 
away;  it  must  arrive  in  all  its  horrors:  And  then 
these  boaatfiil  ministers,  'spite  of  all  their  coo* 
fidtnce  and  all  their  manauvres,  shall  be  forced  t|s 
hide  their  heads.  But  it  Is  noi  repealing  this  act 
uf  parliament,  or  that  act  of  parliament — it  is  not 
repealing  a  rrscs  of  PARcaMSHT  that  can  restore 
America  to  your  bosom.  You  must  repeal  her 
fears  and  her  resentments,  and  you  may  then  hope 
lor  her  love  and  gratitude.    But  now  insulted  with 
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mn  vmetl  force  posted  in  Boston,  irriimted  with  in 
liottile  iiTty  before  her  eyes,  her  concessions,  if 
you  could  force  them,  would  be  auspicious  and 
insecure:    They  will  be,  irato  aniroot    They  will 
not  be  thei  sound,  honorable  pactions  of  freemen; 
they  will  be  the  dictates  of  fear  and  the  extor'iofis 
of  force.    But  it  is  more  than  evident  that  you 
cASiaoT  force  them,  principled  and  united  as  they 
»re,  to  your  unworthy  terms  of  submission.    It  is 
impo«»ible.    And  when  I  hear  general  Gage  cen. 
tured  for  inactivity.  I  must  retort  with  indignation 
on   those   whose  intemperate  measures  and  im- 
provident  counsels  have  betrayed  bim  into  his  pre 
sfnt  situation.  His  situation  reminds  me,  my  lords, 
of  the  answer  of  a  French  gen.  in  the  civil  wars  of 
France,  Monsieur  Turenne,  I  think.    The  queen 
said  to  bim,  with  some  peevishneas,  I  observe  that 
you  were  often  very  near  the  prince  dilring  the  cam- 
paign, why  did  you  not  Uke  him?— The  MHreschal 
replied  with  great  coolness— J*avois  grand  peur, 
qui  Monsieur  le  prince  ne  me  pris,— I  w«a  very 
Hioeh  afraid  the  prince  would  take  me. 

When  your  lordships  look  at  the  papers  trans- 
mitted us  from  America,  when  you  consider  their 
decency,  firmness  and  wisdom,  you  cannot  bat  re- 
spect  their  cause,  and  wish  to  make  it  your  own 
*>-for  myself  I  must  declare  and  avow  that,  in  all 
wuy  reading  and  observation,  and  it  has  been  my 
fkTorite  study— I  have  re^d  Thucidydes,  and  have 
studied  and  admired  the  master  states  of  the  world 
«*that  for  solidity  and  reasoning,  force  of  sagacity, 
mnd  wtadom  of  conclusion,  under  such  a  complies- 
mion  of  difTfrent  circumstances,  no  nation  or  body 
«f  men  can  stand  in  preference  to  the  general  con- 
^eas  at  Philadelphia.— 1  trust  it  is  obvious  to  your 
Jordships,  that  all  attempts  to  impose  servitude 
•#11  such  men,  to  establish  despotism  over  such  a 
^nighty  continental  nation— must  be  v*ui»— mustbe 
iutile.— We  shall  be  forced  ultimately  to  retrac  , 
irbilst  we  can,  not  when  we  roust.    I  say  we  must 
neceasarily  undo  these  violent  and  oppressive  acts: 
— Ihey  must  be  repealed — you  will  repeal  them:  I 
pledge  myself  for  it  you  will  in  the  end  repeal 
tbem:    I  stake  my  reputation  on  it:  1  will  consent 
to  be  taken  for  an  ideot  if  they  are  not  finally  re- 
pealed.—Avoid  then  this  humiliating,  disgraceful 
necessity. — With  a  dignity  becoming  your  esalf-d 
situation,  make  the  first  advances  to  concord,  to 
peace  and  happiness,  for  that  is  your  true  dignity, 
to  act  with  prudence  and  with  justice.    That  you 
should  first  concede  is  obvious  from  sound  and 
rational  poiicy.     Concession  cornea  wivb  better 
grace  and  more  salutary  effect  from  the  superior 
ptwer*    ii  rt09mQdt%  tuptraoritir  of  power  witk  the 


feelings  of  meni  a.  d  establishes  solid  confidence 
in  the  foundation  of  afTxtion  and  gratitude.  Sa 
thought  the  wisest  poet,  and  perhaps  the  wiseat 
men  in  political  sagacity,  the  friend  of  Maerenaa* 
and  the  eulogist  of  Augustus.  To  him  the  adopted 
son  and  successor  of  the  first  Oxsar,  to  him,  the 
master  of  the  world,  he  wisely  urged  this  conduct 
of  prudence  and  dignity, 

Tuque priwr^  ^c.  YiaoiL. 


Every  motive,  therefore,  of  jnstlce  and  of  policy, 
of  dignity  and  of  prudence,  urges  you  to  allay  th^ 
ferment  in  America,  by  a  removal  of  your  troopt 
from  Boaton,  by  a  repeal  of  your  acts  of  parliameflt^ 
and  by  demonstration  of  amicable  dispositions  to« 
wards  your  colonies.    On  the  other  hand,  every      ' 
danger  and  every  hasard,  impend  to  deter  yon 
from  perseverance  in  your  present  ruinous  mea- 
sures:   Foreign  war  hanging  over  your  heads  by  %  ^  J- 
slight  and  brittle  thread:  France  and  Spain  Watch* 
ing  your  conduct  and  waiting  for  the  maturity  of 
your  errors;  with  a  vigilant  eye  to  America  and 
the  temper  of  your  colonies,  more  than  to  their 
own  concerns,  be  they  what  they  may. 

To  conclude,  my  lords,  if  the  ministers  that 
persevere  in  misadvising  and  misleading  the  king, 
I  will  not  say  that  they  can  alienate  bis  subjects 
from  his  crown,  but  1  will  affirm  that  they  will 
make  the  crown  not  worth  his  wearing:  I  ahall  not 
ssy  that  the  king  is  betrayed,  but  I  will  pronotmcd 

TKAT  TBI  KiaODOM  IS  VXDOMI. 


A  SERMON 
On  the  present  situation  of  Amertcav  Af? aiis: 
Preached  in  Cbeist-Cuurch,  June  23,  1775,  at  th« 
request  of  the  officers  of  the  third  battalion  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  district  of  Sooth- 
wark--  « 

By  WiLUAM  Smitb«  D.  D.  Provost  of  the  .college 

in  that  city. 

The  Lord  G«d  of  Oodt— the  Lord  Ood  of  Ooda— R«  knoiretfi,  and 
IiraH  he  tluill  know,  if  it  bv  in  rrbcllion,  or  in  cniiMfreni«a 
agsiutt  the  Irtjnl— mvc  u«  not  Uiis  day— J«4rAtio,  x»i«.  as. 

Theae  words,  my  brethren,  will  lead  us  into  % 
train  of  reflections,  wholly  suitable  to  the  desigo 
uf  our  present  meeting;  and  I  must  beg  your 
indulgence  till  1  explain,  as  briefly  as  possible,  the 
solemn  occasion  on  which  they  were  first  delivereda 
hoping  the  application,  I  may  aflerwarda  make  of 
tiiem,  may  fully  reward  your  attention. 

The  two  tribes  of  Reubee  and  of  Gad,  and  the 
half  tribe  of  Munasseh,  had  chosen  their  inheri- 
tance, on  the  eastern  aide  of  Jordan,  opposite  to  the 
other  tribes  of  Israel.  And  although  they  kncvr 
that  tbxa  sliuatisa  ^wti^^  ^«^xvh^  ^tSA.  t&  v«&.^ 
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privilfK^  wbid)  reim-nnl  witb  tbcir  tmthren  un 
the  other  lide,  md  parlienlwl]'  that  greai  privilege 
of  hiTing'  the  p)ue  of  the  altir  ud  tabcrnicle  of 
God  ■m^Qg  thrm;  jret,  m  the  land  orCanann  wu 
fndged  too  tmatl  for  all  the  twelve  tribe*,  they  were 
Motentcd  with  the  poHewi<Ai  they  hid  cboten. — 
Ahi  tbui  they  tpoke  to  Mote»— 

"It  ii  ■  land  of  cattle,  and  thy  lervintt  have 
■inch  cattle.  Wherefore,  if  we  bavr  found  grace  in 
tbr  aight  let  ihi«  land  be  givea  to  ut  for  ■  pnaiesBion, 
■ad  we  will  build  ilieepfblda  here  fur  our  cattle, 
ud  eitiei  for  our  little  one*;  and  we  ounelvei  will 
go  ready  armed  hrfore  our  brethren,  'he  children 
oFItrael— and  will  not  return  into  our  houaei,  until 
thqr  biTc  inherited  every  man  hit  inheritance."— 

'And  Moan  (aid  unto  thero— ff  you  will  do  Ihii 
tbioK,and  wiilpi  all  of  yon  armed  over  Jordan  be- 
the  Lnri,  until  he  hatb  driven  oui  his  enemiea 
ftom  before  bim;  and  the  land  (of  Canun)  be 
nibdned  (for  ^our  brethren;)  then  afterwards  ye 
■ball  return,  and  thi«  land  (of  Gilcad)ahall  be  your 
poMetMon  befitre'thc  Lord."* 

Thif,  then,  was  the  great  original  contract,  under 
vfaich  theie  two  tribei  and  a  half  were  allowed  to 
separate  fron  the  reat,  and  to  dwell  on  the  other 
■ide  of  Jordan.  They  weretoaaiitt  their  brethren 
in  their  neceaiary  war«,  and  to  continue  under  one 
govemmcBt  with  them— even  that  of  the  great 
J^ovahhimwlf— erecting noaeparaleahir but  com- 
ing to  (lerfann  their  aacrificea  at  thai  one  aliar  of 
Saiuia,  where  the  Lord  bad  vouchaafed  to  promise 
hit  apecial  pretence. 

Though  thi*  subjected  them  to  InconTcniencea, 
yet  at  uniformity  of  worship  and  the  nsiure  of  tUrir 
theocracy  required  it,  they  adhered  faithfully  lo 
their  contract. 

In  the  fear  of  God,  they  bowed  themielTU  at  hit 
altar,  although  not  placed  in  their  own  landj  and, 
in  love  to  their  brethren,  they  supporud  ihem  in 
their  wars,  "lill  there,  stood  not  a  man  of  ill  (heir 
enemiea  before  then;"  and  at  la*t,  Jotaua,  their 
great  leader,  having  no  briber  need  of  their  aaaii' 
tance,  gave  them  this  noble  teatimony— Tliat  thry 
lud,  in  all  things  obeyed  his  voice  as  iheir  general, 
■nd  faithfully  perfurmed  all  they  had  promised  lo 
Hoiea  the  servant  ofGod.  Wherefore, he  bleaaed 
them,  and  diamiaaed  them  to  return  to  their  oun 
land  "with  much  riches,  and  with  catile,  and  tviih 
■ilver,  and  with  gold,  and  with  much  raiment." 


'■■  in  the  AillneM  of  gtatitnde,  ea  Aa 
banks  of  Joflan,  at  ihr   common  pana^  over 

Lgainst  Canaan,  they  biult  an  i-igta  or  grant  attar, 
ihat  it  m^t  remain  an  eternal  mmmmcM  of  their 
being  of  «ne  atonk,  and  entitled  to  the  Aune  mil 

ind  rrligioua  privil^ca,  with  dieir  brethren  oftka    ■ 

But  thicthdr  work  of  piety  and  lore  wai  direct^ 
tniscDnairued.  The  ciy  was  immediately  raised 
a^iinit  them.  The  sealota  oF  that  day  acrapled 
iot  to  declare  them  rebels  agamst  the  living Go^ 
rialaiora  of  hia  sacred  laws  and  thcocmey,  in 
letting  iipan  altar  against  hh  holy  altar,  andiber^ 
fore  the  whole  congregations  of  the  brothcr.tribea^ 
hat  dwelt  in  Canaan,  gathered  themaelveatogetba-, 
:o  go  up  to  war  agunat  their  own  flesh  snd  blood, 
,n  a  blind  transport  of  unrighteous  lea),  pwrpoaiay 
ia  extirpate  them  tVom  the  face  of  the  earth,  na 
enemies  to  God  and  the  commonwealth  of  btnei! 

in  thai  awfiil  and  important  moment  (tad,  oh!  ^ 
God  ibst  the  example  could  he  e^ed  amonK  tta 
brother  tribes  of  our  Itrad,  in  the  parent  laad)  I 
say,  in  that  atrflil  and  important  moment,.  aoMM 
milder  and  more  benevolent  men  there  wer<^  wIm^o 
leal  tiid  not  »o  far  transport  tbem,  but  that,  ht> 
fore  they  unsheathed  the  sword  to  plunge  it  witii 
unhallowed  hand  into  the  bowels  of  their  hrcthrt^ 
they  thou^t  it  justice  first  to  enquire  into  lbs 
charge  agtinat  then.  And,  for  the  glory  of  land, 
tliia  peaceable  and  prudent  council  prevailed. 

A  most  solemn  embssay  was  prepared,  at  the 
hPid  of  which  was  a  man  of  sacred  character,  aad 
venerable  authority,  breathing  the  dictatea  td 
religion  and  humanityj  Phinehas,  thesonoFEIeaier, 
the  high  priest,  accompanied  with  ten  other  cfaieft 
or  princes.  One  from  each  of  the  nine  tribes  aa  wdl 
as  from  the  remaining  half  tribe  of  Manaaadk 

Great  was  the  astonishment  of  the  Giteaditea* 
on  receiving  this  embassy,  and  hearing  the  charge 
jRainst  them.  But  Ihepowerot  conscious  inDoceaea 
ii  above  all  fear,  and  the  language  of  an  np^fct 
Iteurt  Euprrior  to  all  eloquence.  By  a  soleoui  ^ 
peU  to  Heaven  for  the  rectitude  of  their  inlcn* 
ipremeditated  and  vehement,  in  the  wetda 
of  my  text,  tb^  disarmed  their  brclbren  of  eraj 
uspicion. 

"The  Lord  God  of  Gods,"  aty  they  (in  the  ftr- 
ency  uf  truth,  repeating  the  invocation)  "Hbe  Lord 
God  orGodi*'— He  that  made  the  Heavens  and  the 


Noac 


r,  therefore,  had  they  entered  theli 


I.e  iwo  iribei  and  ■  half  are  here  briefly  a 
geneially  denominaie.  Gileadilca,  from  tbc  aki 
of  the  land  they  had  choami. 
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earth,  who  searcheth  the  hearts,  and  is  acquaint.)  pedigree  with  yourselves,  and  entitled  to  the  sanre 


ed  with  the  most  secret  thoughts  of  all  itien— *4le 
knoweth«  and  all  Israel  shall  l^now^*'  by  our  unshaken 
constancy  in  the  religion  of  our  fathers-"that  this 
eharge  against  us  is  utterly  false. 


civil  and  religious  privileges; 

This  noble  defence  brought  an  iiiimediate  re* 
conciliation  among  the  discordjint  tribes.  '*The 
word%  (when  reported)  pleased  the  children  of 


Then  turning  from  their  brethren,  with  unspefk*  tsrael^^they  bjessed  Go  J  together**  for  preventing 

the  effusion  of  kindred  blood,  "and  did  not  go  up 
to  destroy  the  land  where  their  brethi^n^  the  chil* 
dren  of  Reuben*  and  Gad,  dwelt/' 


able  dignity  of  soul  and  clearness  of  conscience, 
they  address  the  Almighty  Jehovah  bimself^^ 

Oh  thou  sovereign  Uuler  of  the  universe — our 
God  and  our  Fathers'  Cod^"if  it  be  in  rebellion  or 
In  transgression  against  thee,*'  that  we  have  raised 
tliis  monument  of  our  zeal  for  the  commonwealth 
of  Israel— "save  us  not  this  day!"  If  the  most 
distant  thought  has  entered  our  hearts  of  erecting 
an  independent  attar;  if  we  have  sought,  in  one 
instance,  to  derogate  from  the  glory  of  that  sacred 
aVaf  which  thou  hast  placed  among  our  brethreri 
beyond  Jordan,  as  the  common  bond  of  union  and 


The  whole  history  of  the  hi*  le  cannot  fhmfsh  t 
passage  motr  insfuctive  than  thiSj  to  the  memberf 
of  a  great  empire,  whose  dreadful  misfortune  it  iB 
to  have  the  evil  demon  of  civil  of  religious  discord 
gone  forth  among  them.  And  would  to  God,  that 
the  application  I  Im  now  to  make  of  it  could  be 
delivered  in  accents  louder  than  thtinrder,  till  they 
have  pierced  the  ear  of  every  tiriton}  and  eftpecially^ 
their  ears  wlio  have  meditated  war  an^  dcstructiotl-*  " 
worship  among  all  the  tribes  of  Israel— let  not  this  j  against  their  brother-tribes  of  Reuben  and  (;.id,  in 


V 


day's  sun  descend  upon  us,  till  thou  hast  made  U^ 
a  monument  of  thine  avenging  justice,  in  the  sight 
of  the  surrounding  world! 

After  this  astonishing  appeal  to  the  great  God 
of  Heaven  and  earth,  they  proceed  to  reason  with 
tlieir  brethren;  and  tell  them  that,  so  far  from 
iatending  a  separation,  either  in  government  or 
religion,  this  altar  was  built  with  a  direct  contrary 
purpose— *'That  it  might  be  a  withkss  between  us 
aad  yoUf  and  our  generations  after  us,  that  your 
ebildren  may  not  say  to  our  children,  in  time  to 
come,  ye  have  no  part  in  the  Lord."  We  were 
afraid  lest,  in  some  future  age,  when  our  posterity 
ttiay  cross  Jordan  to  offer  sacrifices  in  the  place 
appointed,  your  posterity  may  thrust  them  from 
the  altar,  and  tell  them  that  because  they  live  not 
in  the  land  where  the  Lord's  tabernacle  dwelleth« 
they  ire  none  of  his  people,  nor  entitled  to  the 
Jtwish  privileges. 

But  while  this  altar  stands,  they  shall  always  have 

la  answer  ready.    They  will  be  able  to  say— >"Be* 

bold  the  pattern  of  the  altar  ot  the  Lord  which  our 

&tben  made.'*    If  our  fathers  had  not  been  of  the 

seed  of  Israel,  they  would  not  have  fondly  Copied 

yottr  customs  and  models.    You  would  not  h>ve 

^^Iteld  in  Gileadi  an  altar^  in  all  things  an  imitation 

o^  the  trtie  altar  of  God,  which  is  in  Shitoh,  except 

^n'y  that  oura  is  an  high  "or  great  altar  to  see'* 

^^^*^  fkr.    And  this  may  convince  you  that  it  was 

^*^  intended  as  an  altar  of  sacrifice  (for  then  it 

^^Id  have  been  but  three  cubits  in  height,  as  our 

*^^  liireets)  btit  as  a  monumental  altar,  to  instruct 

♦    *^^  fenerations  foreVer,  that  ihey  arc  of  the  same 


this  out  AMKRICAX  GILfiAD.    And  let  me  add 
—would  to  Gyd  too  that  we,  who  this  day  consider, 
ourselves  in  the,  place  of  those  tribes,  may,  like, 
them,  be  still  able  to  lay  our  hands  on  our  hearts 
in  a  solemn  appeal  to  the  God  of  Gods,  for  the 
rectitude  of  our  intentions  towards  the  wholfe  com* 
monwealth  of  our  flaiTiBH  IsnAit.     For,  called  to 
this  sacred  place,  on  this  great  occasion,  I  know  it 
is  your  Wish  that  I  should  stand  superior  to  all 
partial  motives,  and  be  found  alike  unbiassed  by 
favor  or  by  fear.     And  happy  it  is  that  the  parallel^  • 
now  to  be  drawn,  requires  not  the  least  sacritice 
either  of  truth  or  virtuef 

Like  the  tribes  of  Reuben  and  Gad,  we  hava 
chosen  our  inheritance,  in  a  land  separated  from 
that  of  our  faihers  and  brethren,  not  indeed  by  a 
small  river,  but  an  immense  ocean.  This  inheri- 
tance we  likewise  hold  by  a  plain  original  contractj 
entitling  us  to  all  the  natural  and  improvable 
advantages  of  our  situation,  and  to  a  community 
of  privileges  With  our  brethren,  in  every  civil  and 
religious  respect,  eicept  in  this,  that  the  thronq 
or  seat  of  empire^  that  great  altar  at  which  the  ^ 
men  of  thia  world  bow,  was  to  remain  among  thein< 

Regardless  of  this  local  inconvenience,  uncanker- 
ed  by  jealousy,  undepressed  by  fej.r,  and  cemented 
by  mutual  love  and  mutual  benefits,  we  trod  the 
path  of  glory  With  our  brethren  for  an  hundred 
years   and   more— enjoying  «   length    of  felicity 

•Though  for  brevity,  the  sacred  teat,  in  thjg 
and  other  places,  only  mentions  Reuben  and  Gvd^ 
yet  the  half  tribe  of  M^n  «f  seh  is  also  SMppoicd  w 
be  included' 
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scarce  ever  experienced  by  any  other  people.— 
Mindful  of  the  hands  that  protected  us  in  our 
youth,  and  submitting  to  every  just  regulaiion  for 
appropriating  to  them  the  benefit  of  our  trade— 
our  wealth  was  poured  in  upon  them  frofn  ten 
thousand  channels,  widening  as  they  Howedf  and 
making  their  poor  to  sing,  and  industry  to  smile, 
through  erery  corner  of  their  land.    And  as  of^en 
as  dangers  thrcntened,  and  the  voice  of  the  British 
brael  called  our  brethren  to  the  field,  we  lef^  them 
not  alone,  but  shared  their  toils  and  fought  by  their 
,eide,  **till  there  itood  not  a  man  of  all  their  ene- 
"  Biies  before  tiiem," — Nay,  they  themselves  testified 
on  our  behalf,  thnt  in  all  things  we  not  only  did  our 
part,  but  more  than  our  pari  for  the  common  good, 
and  they  dismissed  us  home  loaded  with  silver  and 
with  gold,T  in  recompense  for  our  eztcaorduiary 
services. 

So  fiur  you  see  the  parallel  holds  good.  But 
what  high  altars  have  we  built  to  alarm  our  Bri*  j 
tish. Israel;  and  why  have  the  congregations  of  our 
British  Israel,  a^d  why  have  the  congregations  of 
our  brethren  gsthered  themselves  together  agai'.st 
%iMf  why  do  their  embaftled  hosts  already  cover  our 
plains?  will  they  not  examine  our  case,  and  listen 
toourplesi 

«*The  Lord  God  of  Gods—he  knows,'*  and  the 
whole  surrounding  world  shall  yet  know,  that  what* 
ever  American  altars  we  have  built,  fiir  from  intend 
ing  to  dishonor,  have  been  raised  with  an  express 
Tiew  to  perpetuste  the  name  and  glory  of  that 
«nered  altar,  and  seat  of  empire  and  liberty,  which 
we  left  behind  lis,  and  wish  to  remain  eternal  among 
oiir  brethren  in  the  parent  land. 


righti — I  say,  wiih  these  principles  and  thi 
views,  we  thought  it  our  du  y,  to  build  up  Aacri^ 
can  altars,  or  constitutions,  as  nearly  as  wc  ooold, 
upon  the  great  British  model. 

Having  never  sold  our  birth-right,  we  eou- 
sidered  ourselves  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  our 
father's  house— **io  erjoy  peace, liberty  and safetyi?* 
to  be  governed,  like  our  brethren,  by  our  own  laws, 
in  all  matters  properly  affecting  ourselves,  and  to 
offer  up  our  own  sacrifices  at  the  alt-^r  of  Britisli 
empire;  contending  that  s  forced  devoiiou  is 
idolatry,  and  that  no  power  on  earth  has  s  right 
to  come  in  between  us  and  a  gracious  sovereign,  to 
meaaure  forth  our  loyalty,  or  to  grant  our  property^ 
without  our  consent. 

These  are  the  pfinciples  we  inherited  from  Bri- 
tons themselves.  Could  we  depart  from  them,  we 
should  be  deemed  bastards  and  not  sons,  aliens  and 
not  brethren. 

The  altars  therefore  which  we  have  built,  are 
not*  high  or  rival  altars  to  create  jealousy,  but 
humble  monuments  of  our  union  and  love,  intended 
to  bring  millionfl,  yet  unborn,  from  every  comer  of 
this  vast  continent,  to  bend  at  the  great  parent 
altar  of  British  liberty;  venerating  the  country  from 
which  they  sprung,  and  pouring  their  gifts  into 
her  lap  when  their  countless  thousands  shall  fiv 
exceed  hers. 


Esteeming  our  relslion  to  them  our  grestest 
felicity;  adoring  the  Providence  that  gave  ua  the 
same  progenitors;  glorying  in  this,  that  when  the 
new  world  was 'to  be  portioned  out  among  the 
kingdoms  of  the  old,  the  most  important  part  of  this 
continent  fell  to  the  sons  of  a  protesiant  and  free 
pation;  desirous  of  worshipping  forever  at  the  same 
altar  with  them;  fond  of  their  manners  even  to 
excess;  entlinsiasts  to  that  sacred  plan  of  civil  and 
religious  happinesi,  for  the  preservation  of  which 
they  have  sacrificed  from  age  to  age,  maintaining, 
and  always  ready  to  maintain,  at  the  risque  of 
every  thing  that  is  dear  to  oa,  the  most  unshaken 
fidelity  to  our  common  sovereign,  as  the  great 

eentre  of  our  onion,  and  guardian  of  our  mutual 

'  -  —  — 

*  The  parliamentary  reimburaementa  for  our  exer- 
tions in  the  late  war,  similar  to  what  Joshua  gave 
ihs  two  tribes  and  a  haU'  on  the  dose  of  his  wars. ' 


It  was  our  wish  that  there  should  be  an  eteml 
<*witness  between  our  brethren  and  us,"  that  if,  at 
any  future  period,  amid  the  shifting  scenes  of  ho* 
man  interests  and  human  affections,  their  childreo 
should  say  to  our  children~'*Ye  have  no  portion** 
in  the  birth-right  of  Britons,  and  to  seek  to  puili 
them  fi*oro  the  common  shrine  of  freedom,  wheo 
they  come  to  psy  their  homage  there,  they  might 
always  have  an  answer  ready — **Behold  the  pattern 
of  the  altar  wtiich  our  fathers  built."  Behold  your 
own  religious  and  civil  institutions,  and  then  ex* 
amine  the  frames  of  government  and  systems  of 
laws  railed  by  our  fathers  in  every  part  of  Ame- 
rica? Could  these  have  been  such  exact  copies 
of  your  own,  if  they  bad  not  inherited  the  aaSN 
spirit,  and  sprung  from  the  same  stock,  with  your* 
selves. 


*ln  tills  respect,  our  plea  is  even  stronger  than 
that  of  the  two  tribes  and  a  half.  F  >%  till  an  ex- 
planation was  given,  the  hei^^t  of  their  altnr,  like 
those  of  the  heathen,  who  loved  to  sacrifice  on  lofiy 
places,  might  create,  a  suspicion  of  tiiei-  ^M^psing 
**  into  idolatry;  either  intending  to  worsh«p  other 
*•  Gods,  or  the  God  uf  Inr^el  iii  an  unlawful  place 
M  4Qd  maoner,"— Br.  1'axbick. 
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Thus  fur  you  Btt  the  paraliel  yet  holds  ffood, 
mmi  I  think  cannot  be  callpd  a  penrewion  of  my 
text,  if  you  will  allow  that  the  Supreme  Power  of 
aa  empire,  whether  theocratical;  monarehittal,  or 
howsoever  distributed,  may  be  represented  under 
the  figure  of  one  common  altar,  at  which  the  just 
devotion  of  all  the  subjects  is  to  be  puid. 

But  it  is  said  that  wc  have  of  late  departed  from 
our  former  line  of  duty,  and  refused  our  liomag^e 
«t  the  great  altar  of  British  empire.  And  to  this 
it  has  been  replied,  that  the  very  refusal  is  the 
•troiigest  evidence  of  our  veneration  for  the  altar 
atielT.  Nay,  it  is  contended  by  those  charged  with 
tbit  breaeh  of  devotion,  that  when,  in  the  shape  of 
ODConatitutioRal  eiactions,  violated  rights  and 
aaatilated  charters,  they  were  called  to  worship 
adolSy  instead  of  the  true  divinity,  it  was  in  a 
transport  of  holy  jealousy,  that  they  dashed  them 
to  piecesy  or  whelmed  them  to  the  bottom  of  the 
ocean. 

This  is,  in  brief,  the  state  of  the  argument  on 
eaeh  side.  And  hence,  at  this  dreadful  moment, 
ancient  friends  and  bretkren  stand  prepared  for 
events  of  the  most  tragic  nature. 

Here  the  weight  of  my  subject  almost  overcomes 

IBe;  but  tbink  not  that  I  am  going  to  damp  that 

ttoble  ardor  which  at  this  instant  glows  in  every 

bosom  present.    Nevertheless,  as  from  an  early 

nequaintmnce  wtth  many  of  you,  I  know  that  your 

principles  are  pure,  and  your  humanity  only  equalled 

bj  your  transcendent  love  of  your  country,  I  am 

svre  yon  will  indulge  the  passing  tear,  which  a 

^rencber  of  the  gospel  of  love  must  now  shed  over 

the  scenes  that  lie  before  us~great  and  deep 

distress  about  to  pervade  every  comer  of  our  land! 

aOlioM  to  be  called  from  the  peaceful  labors  by 

*^e  sound  of  the  trumpet,  and  the  alarm  of  war! 

Qamients  rolled  in  blood,*'  and  even  victory  itself 

^y  yielding  an  occasion  to  weep  over  friends  and 

Matives  sbiin!    These  are  melancholy  prospects. 

Hid  therefore  you  will  feel  with  me  the  difficulties 

1  flow  labor  under — forsaken  by  my  text,  and  left  to 

MMmtni  alone  that,  in  the  parent  land,  no  Phinehas 

^MM  prevailed;  no  embassy*  of  great  or  good  men 

*It  is  acknowledged  with  gratitude  that  many 

eat  and  exalted  characters  have  pled  the  cause 

America;  and,  previous  to  all  coercive  measures, 

vised  an  enquiry  or  hearing,  simiUr  to  that  for 

laich  Phinehas  was  appointed.      What  is  here 

k-^aented,  and  will  be  long  lamented,  is  that  this 

^^^•wicil  could  not  take  place.    If  brethren  could 

^^me  together  in  auch  a  temper  as  this,  the  issue 

^*>Qld  pot  fail  to  be  for  their  mutual  glory  and 

^■^tiiual  happiness. 


haa  been  raised,  to  stay  the  sword  of  destruction, 
to  examine  into  the  truth  of  our  case,  and  save  the 
effusion  of  kindred  blood.'  I  am  left  to  lament  that, 
in  this  sad  instance,  Jewiah  tenderness  has  put 
Christian  benevolence  to  shame. 

"Our  brethren,  the  house  of  our  fatliers,  ev»n 
'*  they  have  called  a  multitude  against  us.    Hnd  an 
'*  enemy  thus  reproached  us,  then  perhaps  we  might    / 
<*  have  borne  it.    But  it  was  you,  men  our  equals, 
"  our  guides,  our  acquaintance,  with  whom  we  took 
*<  sweet  council  and  walked  together  into  the  house 
'•of  God"  Or  bad  it  been  for  any  essential  benefit^ 
to  the  commonwealth  at  large,  we  would  have  laid 
our  hands  on  our  mouths,  and  bowed  obedience 
with  our  usual  silence.    But,  for  nifiiriTT  and  an* 
'^rbmagy!    What  are  they  when  set  in  opposition 
to  common  utility,  common  justice,  and  tbe  whole 
faith  and  spirit  of  the  constitution?    True  dignity     , 
is  to  govern  freemen,  not  slaves,  andtnie  supre* 
mscy  is  to  excel  in  doing  good. 

It  is  time,  and  indeed  more  than  time,  for  a 
great  and  enlightened  people  to  make  names  bend 
to  things,  and  ideal  honor  to  practical  safety?—* 
Precedents  and  indefinite  claims  are  aurely  things 
too  nugatory  to  convulse  a  mighty  empire.    Is " 
there  no  wisdom,  no  great  and  liberal  plan  of       * 
policy  to  re  unite  its  members,  as  the  sole  buluark 
'f  liberty  and  proteatantism,  rather  than  by  their 
deadly  atrife  to  increase  tbe  imporunee  of  those 
states  that  are  foes  to  freedom,  truth  and  humani^yf  \ 
To  devise  such  a  pl^n,  and  to  behold  British  colo^ 
nies  spreadmg  over  this  immense  eontment,  rejoie* 
ing  in  the  common  rights  of  freemen,  and  imitating  ^ 
the  parent  state  in  every  excellenee— ts  more  glory 
than  to  bold  Uwless  dominion  over  ail  the  nations 
on  the  fiice  of  the  earth! 

But  I  will  weary  you  no  longer  with  fruitless  ' 
lamentations  eoncerrving  things  that  might  be  done. 
The  question  now  is — since  they  are  not  done,  must 
we  tamely  surrender  any  part  of  our  birth*right,  or 
of  that  great  charter  of  privileges,  which  we  not 
only  claim  by  inheritance,  but  by  the  express  termf 
of  our  col  nisation?  I  say,  Gjd  fbrbid!  For  here, 
in  particular,  1  wish  to  speak  ao  plain  that  neither 
my  own  principles,  nor  those  of  the  church  ta 
whioh  I  belong,  be  misunderstood. 

Although,  in  the  beginning  of  this  great  contest, 
we  thought  it  not  our  duty  to  be  forward  in  widen- 
ing the  breach,  or  spreading  diacontent;  although  it 
oe  our  fervent  dcaire  to  heal  the  wounds  of  tbe  pub* 
lie,  and  to  shew  by  our  temper  tliat  we  seek  not  to- 
distress,  but  to  give  the  parent  atate  an  op^VMSGi\>at 


»p 
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ef  NViKf  tlieniHlTM  md  nvinf  ni  befere  it  be  loo 
Ule,  neTffthtlM*,  U  we  know  thtt  our  cMX  (nd 
triiittAn*  right*  tre  'Inked  togethrr  in  one  inditaol'i- 
ble  boni),  we  neither  hire,  nnr  leek  to  b«ve,  any 
iptercit  (ipp:ip»le  from  thw  of  our  country,  tior  c«n 
«B  tiritt  a  dnerllDn  of  its  citiae.  Bcligion  ■nd 
liberty  moat  flpuritb  or  fill  to|;ether  id  Ametio. 
We  priy  thit  both  may  be  perpetiul. 

A  eonl'mueH  miVmifiion  to  violenoe  ii  no  tenet 
of  our  cliurch.  When  her  brightest  lumintrlei, 
near  >  c«ntury  pas^  were  cilled  to  prapagate  the 
eourt  dor.trinE  df  ■  dUpeniingpower/above  Ian'  — 
did  they  ireaclieroiulj  cry — "Peace  peace,"  ■hen 
tbere  vu  no  peace?    Uidlhey  not  mi^animoiislt 

,  tat  ihoir  foni  upon  the  line  of  the  coniiitutiuii, 
and  tell  nMjraty  tu  \»  fiee  ttiat  "Ihey  could  not 
betray  ibr  public  llbcriy,"  and  that  the  monarcli'i 
only  iiFety  corsiiied  "in  govemirg  tDCordiiii;  to 
tke  laws?"  Di'l  not  their  eaarrple,  and  eonorqueni 
■ufr<;ringt,  kindle  a  Baiiie  that  illuminated  tbe  land, 
Biiil  intriiduced  that  itoble  ayatrm  of  public  and 
peraonal  liberty,  tecuredby  the  revolu' ion?  Si'cr 
that  ptriod,  have  not  llie  avowed  princlplea  of  oiir 
greateit  divine^  been  againat  raiting  ttie  cburcli 
sbore  the  itMiei  jenloui  of  lie  national  rigl.ii., 
rtaolute  for  tbe  proteitant 
to  the  refbrn.sd  religion,  and  dei 
the  f.ith  of  tolsra'.ion?  IfeicrpJoti*  have  happen- 

.  ad,  !et  no  aociety  of  Chriitiana  itinj  auwerable 
fbr  tbe  deviation!,  or  currupltons,  of  individual*. 

The  di'cirineuf  ibiclute  non  r^iiattnce  ha*  beeni 
ftilly  eip.oded  among  every  riritious  people.  The 
frec-bom  anul  revol^i  afainit  It,  tntl  m<i«L  have  been 

longdfbued,  and  liaredrark  in  the  Usi  drey*  of  cor- 
ruption, before  i<  can  brook  the  idea  ■■ihal  a  vIiqIp 
people  injured  n.ay,  'in  no  case,'  reca),-ni*e  their 
trampled  majealy."  But  to  draw  the  line,  and  aay 
where  aiibtiiisaion  end*  and  res'Btance  beg-ini,  it 
not  tli.e  province  qf  the  minii.er*  of  Ciirisi,  who 
}>*■  KiTrn  ro"  rule  in  Ihii  matter,  but  lef;  it  lo  the 
feeling!  '^nd  ran .ci.' nee* of  'he  inj'!r.-d.  For,  when 


preaiurei  and  (iifTei^n^  come,  when  the  weight 
of  power  growl  Intolerable,  a  prop! e  will  By  to  the 
eonalitniion  for  ahelien  and,  if  able,  will  rriiimr 
that  power  which  they  nerer  aurrendered,  ezo^t 
br  ai  It  might  be  ezerciaed  fbr  the  umraui 
Mfety.  Pulpit'Caiuiatry  ia  too  feeble  to  direct  or 
controul  here.  God,  in  hi*  own  governmenl  of  the 
world,  never  violate*  freedom;  and  bia  acripturca 
Iliemselvei  would  be  diiregarded,  or  conddered  aa 
perverted,  if  broti|;ht  to  belia  hi«  iririce,  ap«k- 
g  in  the  heirta  of  men. 

The  application  of  t he* e  principle*,  my  brethren. 
now  cuy  and  mu*t  be  left  to  your  own  rnaani 
ice*  and  feFlingt.  You  are  now  engaged  in  Me 
of  tbe  finindeat  itruggtri,  to  which  freemen  can 
lie  called.  You  are  contending  for  what  you  eci»- 
!  lo  be  your  conititutional  rigbta,  and  for  ft 
final  *ettlement  of  the  term*  upon  which  this 
country  nay  be  peipetually  united  to  tlie  percat 


•The  autiior,  inaser.non  firit  pi.bliaiicd  twenty 
ye^in  igo.  on  I.  Pet.  iJ  ir,  delivered  Ki*  'e»'i,.,en  i 
fully  Oil  ihia  poii>t— in  the  follo'.ing  uor-.i*.  vi*  — 
"It  would  be  abiurd  to  argue  as  gome  h^ve  done, 
that  tbe  Apo»tle  here  mej-it  to  enjoin  a  cmtiaued 
(uAmttiiei  lo  violence— The  lov.  of  ma'ikind,  anri 
tbe  fe-.r  ol  God,  those  very  prinf  iplei,  fr  ^m  which 
we  tr.er  the  divine  origm.!  of  j..*t  fiovrnment, 
wdl  I'ad  us,  b)  all  probahip  means,  lo  resist  every 
attempt  to  enalave  the  free-born  »oiil,  and  oppnae 
the  rigliteouA  will  of  God  hy  defeating  the  lianoi. 
neai  of  men.     Ht.lilance,  ho«-ever,  ia  to  be  a  l.it 


*  tiic  icripLucca,  therefore,  obedience  if  rightly 


Look  baek,  (herefbre,  with  reverence  look  back, 
to  the  time*  of  ancient  virtue  and  renown-  Look 
back  to  the  mighty  puqioie*,  which  your  fatbera 
bad  in  view,  when  they  trarerted  a  v*st  ocean. 
and  planteJ  this  land.  Recall  to  your  mindithdr 
labor*,  tVeir  toil*,  their  perievennce,  and  ht  ft 
divine  ipirit  animate  you  in  all  your  actioaa. 

Look  forward  iI«o  to  diatant  poiteritjr.  Figor* 
In  your'elve*  million*  and  million*  to  spring  froB 
your  loins,  who  may  be  born  freemen  or  sUvca,  aa 
hall  now  approve  or  reject  our  eouttcila. 
T':ii.k  that  on  you  it  may  depend,  whether  thia 
great  cnuniry,  in  age*  bence,  shall  be  filled  and 
tomed  with  a  virtuous  and  enlightened  people^ 
ijnying  liberty  and  all  it*  concomitant  blrasinga, 
igether  wiih  the  religion  of  Jesus,  a*  It  flows 
tmcornipted  from  hi*  holy  oracles,  or  coveted 
a  rare  of  iren  more  contemptible  iIimi  the 
;es  that  roam  the  wildernei*,  because  tbej 
knew  the  things  wliicli  belong  to  thnr  happi- 
neai  and  peace,  but  suH'ertd  them  lo  be  hid  frOB 

And  while  you  thus  look  back  to  tbe  pa*t,  and 
forward  to  tlie  future,  Oil  not,  1  beaeech  yoti,  to 
look  up  to  "the  Ciod  of  Gods— the  rock  of  yoor 
titlvation.  A*  the  clay  in  the  potter's  hands,"  «o 
are  the  nttinne  of  the  earth  in  the  hands  of  him, 

linculcatrd  in  general  lerma.  For  a  people  may 
'■nmelimes  imsgine  grievsnces  they  do  not  feci, 
but  will  never  n.iss  to  feel  and  complain  of  then 
wlitre  they  really  arc,  iinless  their  minda  have 
been  gradtMlly  prepared  fbr  tUvei?  by  abaurd 
((encts." 
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the  e*rtl«»tin^  JiigoT**!— h*  I'lf  «h  ori,  »i»l  ni 
cMlcth  down—He  rMittrth  the  proud  ind  fri'" 
pM«  to  Ihe  humble-He  will  keep  the  feet  nf  hi. 
•aims—the  wicked  »h«ll  be  iilert  in  darkneH,  »nd 
by  (trenglh  ifaill  no  m«n  prCTait. 

The  bright  proipects  of  the  f  MpH;  ■  thorouRh 
venerotion  of  the  8m lour  of  Iht  worldj  *  conwli 
tioD*  obedience  to  hi*  divinee  l(w.i  faith  in  hi 
promiaei,  »nd  the  •'edfs'il  hope  of  immorlal  lil 
tbroagh  hin,  the«e  onlj  can  iiipport  ■  m»n  in  ■ 
tines  of  idTrrtily  ■*  well  u  proiptrity.  You  mifcfal 
oore  cuily  "itrike  Gre  out  of  ice,"  thmn  ttabilily 
or  HMgnuiiinily  out  of  crime*.    But  the  food : 
be  «h«  it  at  peace  with  the  God  of  all  peace,  will 
know  DO  fe«r  hut  that  of  ofTendinf  him,  who*e  hand 
cut  cover  the  righteoua  "to  that  be  needs  not  titr 
"  the  UTOW  that  Beelh  by  day,  nor  the  deitructi 


"that  waateth  at  noondiyi  for  a  thouaand  aliall  '»> 
■•fail  beiide  fain,  and  ten  thou*and  at  hia  right 
••hand,  but  it  ahall  not  come  nl^h  to  him;  for  he 
"  ahall  give  hia  angela  charge  orer  liia  to  keep 
"  hia  in  mil  hia  wayi." 

On  Ae  omnipotent  God,  therefore,  through  hi* 
lilreanl  Son,  let  your  ttrong  confidence  he  plaeedi 
but  do  not  vainly  expect  Uiat  every  day  wilt  be  to 
yea  a  day  of  proaperity  or  triumph.  The  way*  of 
n«i*idence  lie  through  maiei,  too  intricate  for 
fa«man  penetration.  Merciea  may  often  be  held 
forth  to  HI  in  the  ahape  of  auffcringai  and  the 
wktaailndeiof  our  fortune,  in  building  up  the  Amc- 
ricaa  Cdiric  of  happineai  and  glory,  may  he  variouc 
and  chequered. 

But  let  Dot  Uiia  diicourage  you.  Tea,  rather 
let  h  animate  you  with  a  holy  /ertm- 
0mtkiuiaam-  ■  ever  periuading  youraelvei  that  the 
•UMe  of  vtrtttt  and  fitedtm  ia  ibe  cjtUM  of  Goti 
qwn  carthi  and  that  the  whole  theatre  of  human 
Ifttnre  doe*  not  exhibit  a  more  inguit  apectacle 
ten  •  Bumbei  of  freemen,  in  dependence  upon 
Hearen,  mutually  binding  themaelve*  to  encounter 
•very  difficulty  and  danger  in  aupport  «rthei 
tire  and  conatiUitional  rigbta,  and  for  Iranamitling 
tben  holy  and  unviolated  to  tbcir  poaterity. 

It  «a*  thia  principle  that  inspired  the  heroet 
•f  ancient  timeti  that  raiaed  their  name*  to  the 
Mnmit  of  renown,  and  filled  alt  aucceeding  ages 
*>lh  their  unipotted  prabe.  It  ia  this  principle 
""O  that  mutt  animate  your  conduct,  if  you  wish 
'"'■rBaBeatereaebruturegenerationa.contpicuoua 
*  U)e  roll  of  glory;  and  ao  far  at  thii  priocipli; 
'*Ma  y«i,  b«  prepared  to  follow— whether  to  life 
"'to  death. 


While  you  profea*  yourt»Wei  eoot»i"lintf  for  li- 
berty, Klithe  with  th»  temper  and  dignity  of  free- 
m'n,  undtun'ed  and  firm,  hu>  without  wrath  or    . 
venireance,  to  far  aa  grace  may  be  obtained   to 
veakneat  of  nature.     Contider  it  aa  a 
happy  clTcumstanc^,  if  anch  a  ttnijfgle  mutt  have 
happened,  tt.at  God  hath  been  pleiaed  to  poatpnne 
1  ■  p»i«d,  when  our  country  ■*  adorned  with   ^ 
lorenlinhirned  ie»l,  when  the  arU^and  gcienrea 
planted  among  u«   to  arciire  a  tunceawon  of 
•uch  meni  when  our  moral*  iire  not  fjr  tainted  by 
luxury,  profution  or  ditstpaiiMr  '^hen  the  princi. 
plea  thkt  willitiood  oppreiiion,  in  Ihe  bri^heit 
era  of  the  Engliah  history,  are  ouaa  a*  it  were  by 
pecular  mheriiancr;  and  when  we  aland  upon  our 
own  ground,  wilh  all  that  is  dear  around  ut,  animat- 
ing U9  to  every  patriotic  eiertioo.     Uvder  aueh 
ci-cumitancea   and   upon   auch   prii  ciplea,   what 


,  what  achievementt  of  true  glory,  have 
.1  been  performed^ 

For  my  part,  I  have  long  been  potiraied  with  a 

cont'  iind  even  enthutiuiic  perauation  ih^l  Heaven 

I*. great  and  graeioui  purpoie*  toward*  Ihi*  cnn- 

fieiii,  which  no  human  power  or  human  device 

lall  be  able  finally  to  fruatrate.    Illiberal  or  mia- 

lakcn  plant  of  policy  may  ditlreia  u*  for  a  while, 

rrhapa  aorely  check  our  growth;  but  if  we 

iln  our  own  virtue;  if  we  cultivate  the  »pii-it 

rty  among  our  chiUlren;  if  we  guard  agaiiiat 

area  of  luxury,  venality  and  corruption,  the 

i  of  Aaiatc*  will  alill  rite  Iriumphanl,  and 

that  with  a  power  at  laat  too  mighty  (br  oppo*iiio<i. 

hit  country  wiU  4e/re«— -ay,  far  agea  to  come,  a 

liosenteat  of fcetdtm,  art;  and  Uea-oen'g  knavteilgt; 

'hich  are  now  either  drooping  or  dead  in  moat 

countrie*  of  the  old  world. 

To  conclude,  aince  the  ilrenglh  of  all  public 
bodies,  under  God,  contiala  in  their  wsiok.  bear 
with  each  other**  infirmitiea,  and  even  tariiiea  of 
seniiment*,  in  things  not  essential  to  the  main  point. 
The  temper*  of  men  are  cast  in  various  moulds. 
Some  are  quick  and  fetlingty  alive  in  all  their 
mental  operation*,  eapccisUy  Ihote  which  relate 
to  tlieir  country'*  weal,  and  are  thertlbre  ready  to 
IjMrsi  furth  into  Hame  upon  every  alarm.  Olbera 
Ih  iotentiont  alike  pure,  and  a  dear  ua- 
■lutrchable  iove  of  thair  .:ouniry.  too  ttedfot  to 
>e  damped  by  the  miatt  of  prejudice,  or  worked 
ip  into  confltgralion  by  the  rtide  bliil*  of  passion, 
liink  it  their  duty  to  weigh  consequences,  and  to 
leliberste  fuliy  upon  tte  probable  means  of  obtain- 
,ng  public  end*.  Uoth  tlioae  kinds  of  men  should 
icar  witli  each  oUicrt  fur  both  ar*  Eritiid*  to  tUeir 
country- 


s- 


t. 
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PRIVCIPLES  AND  ACTS  t)F  THE  REVOLUTION. 


Ji. 


3SSS:- 


,  One  things  fur  .her  lei  me  add»  that,  wltliput  orrfifr 
and  juft  fti69rd!ifiaii'«ii,  there  can  be  no  fudon  in 
pablic  bodies.  Howerer  niieb  you  may  be  eqaaU 
on  other  occasions,  yet  all  this  must  cea<ie  in  an 
united  and  associated  capacity;  and  every  individual 
^  bound  to  keap  the  place  and  duty  assigned  him, 
by  ties  fir  more  powerful  over  a  man  of  virtue  and 
honor,  than  all  tlic  other  ties  which  hiiman  policy 
can  contrive.  H  had  been  better  never  to  have 
lifted  a  voice  in  your  country's  c-iuse,  than  to 
betray  it  by  want  bf  miiaii;  or  to  leave  worthy  men,  I  ^^  P^^^^^"^^  cntventiM,  .fii^^ti  7,  1775,  thefiatm- 


directed  to  sucb»  as  thou  in  thy  sovereign  fcood* 
Bess  shall  be  pleased  to  render  effectual  for  the 
salvation  of  a  great  enpire,  and  re-uniting  all  ita 
members  in  one  sacred  bond  of  harmony  and  pub- 
lic happiness!  Grant  this,  oh  fkther,  for  thy  aoa 
Jesus  Christ's  sske;  to  whom,  wi.h  thee  and  the 
holy  Spirit,  one  God,  be  glory,  honor  and  power 
now  and  forever!    AMEN. 

Av^ripoLts,  1775. 


wha  have  embarked  their  all  for  the  common  good, 
to  stiffer,  or  stand  unassisted. 

Lastly,  by  every  method  in  your  power,  and  in 
Avery  possible  case,  support  the  laws  f  your  coun- 
try. In  i*^onte8t  fir  liberty,  think  whitt  a  crime 
It  yWould  be,  to  stiff. r  ove  freeman  to  be  tnsulte<*, 
or  wantonly  injui-pd  in  his  liberty,  so  far  as  by  your 
means  it  may  be  prevented. 

Thus  animated  and  thus  aeting—We  nay  then 
inro  with  the  prophet— 

<*Fear  not,  O  land!  be  glad  and  rejoice,  for  the 
«*Lord  will  dn  great  things.  Be  not  afraid,  ye 
«*  beasts  of  the  field,  for  the  pastures  of  the  wilder- 
^*  ness  do  spring— The  tree  besreib  her  fruit-*the 
^  fig-tree  and  the  vine  yield  thdr  fhiii  •" 

Thus  animated  and  thus  acting— we  may  like- 
wise PBAT  with  the  prophet— 

'*0  Lord  be  gracious  unto  us— we  have  watted 

**  for  thee.    De  thou  our  arm  every  morning,  our 

^  salvation  also  in  time  of  trouble.    Some  trust  in 

^  chariots  snd  some  in  horses,  but  we  will  reroem- 

« **  ber  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God— O  thou  hope 


ingmemtial  a/JaMis  CHRiSTiB,^'im.  o/BaiHwmr^ 

rrwn,  merehantf  ivat  re«d— 
To  the  honorable  the  delegates  of  the  freemen  of 

the  province  of  Maryland,  in  convention  mow  aa- 

sembled. 
Th§  memoriai  •/  Jamen  Chri$iirp  jun.  •/  Baliimtrm 

CStfflfjf— 

SaiwsTV— That  your  memorialist  did,  oo  the 
32d  day  of  February  last,  write  the  letter,  a  eopf 
of  which  is  hereunto  annesed,  to  bis  fnend  and 
cousin-german,  lieutenant  colonel  Christie,  in  the 
island  of  Antigua:  That,  at  the  time  of  writing 
the  said  letter,  your  memorialist  unfortonat^f 
could  not  approve  of  tha  measures  then  pursued 
in  this  province,  as  a  petition  from  the  hon.  oon* 
tinental  congress  was  then  lying  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne  of  Great  Britain,  the  result  of  which  va» 
not  at  that  time  known  in  America. 

That  the  said  letter,  having  been  intercepted  by 
means,  to  yotir  memorialist  altogether  unknown, 
was,  on  the  13th  of  July  instant,  laid  before  the 
committee  of  Baltimore  county,  who  came  to  such 
resolutions  on  the  same  as  will  appear  to  this  eon* 
vention,  by  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  hereiMito 


♦•  of  Israel,  the  Saviour  thereof  in  time  of  need— I  *"n«««d-    That,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  reaolifc. 

tions,  your  memorialist  has  already  suffered  a  pain* 
ful  imprisonment,  and  hath  paid  to  the  guard  ap* 
pointed  by  the  committee,  the  sum  of  thirty-one 


'*  thou  art  in  the  midst  of  us  and  we  are  called  by 
*'  thy  name— iBAVs  vs  hot.  Give  us  sne  heart  and 
••  vne  way,  that  we  may  fear  thee  forever,  for  the 
••good  of  ourselves  and  our  children  after  us— We 
*'  looked  for  peace  but  no  good  came;  and  for  a 
••  time  of  health,  but  behold  we  are  in  trouble— Yet 
••  will  we  trust  in  the  Lord  forever;  for  in  the  Lord 
••Jehovah  i»  everhsting  strength— He  will  yet  bind 
••  up  the  broken  hearted,  and  comfort  those  that 
••  mourn"— even  so,  oh!  onr  God,  do  thou  comfort 
and  relieve  them,  that  so  the  bones  which  thou 
hast  broken  may  yet  rejoice.    Inspire  us  with  a 


high  and  commanding  sense  of  the  value  of  our 


pounds,  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence  current 
money,  as  will  appear  by  the  receipt  for  the  aaoM^ 
ready  to  be  produced. 

That,  by  a  subsequent  resolution  of  the  sai4  eom« 
mi t tee  on  the  24th  instant,  the  aaid  guard  waa 
discharged,  on  the  application  of  your  memoiialist 
for  that  purpose,  upon  your  memorialist's  givii^ 
an  obligation,  with  live  securities,  not  to  depart 
the  province  without  leave  of  the  said  comouttee 


constitutional  rights:  may  a  spirit  of  wisdom  and 
virtue  be  poured  down^1pon  us  all;  and  may  our 
representatives,  those  who  are  delegated  to  device 
and  appointed  to  exectue  public' measures,  be 


'or  this  convention.    And  your  roemorialiat  pre- 


sumes, with  all  deference,  to  say,  that  the  letter 
in  question,  the  contents  of  which  has  excited  to  , 
much  uneasinesa  in  the  minds  of  the  good  people 
of  this  province,  could  not  be  produetlre  of  anf , 


-^^ 
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sask 


.^i 


power^  if  he  had  the  ircUn»tion,  and  who,  fron 
regard  to  his  own  privute  intereat,  and  from  the 
ties  of  blood  (his  wife,  family  and  fortune  being 
in  thia  country)  cannot  be  suppoied  to  be  aetive 
m  devising  measures  to  crush  the  liberties  there- 
of; and  in  the  most  solemn  manner  your  memorialist 
avers,  that  he  never  harbored  a  wish  to  introduce 
a  military  force  into  this  province  for  the  purpose 
of  enslavhig  the  inhabitants  thereof.    And  your 
memorialist  begs  leave  to  add,  that  be  is  extremely 
sorry  tliat  hit  private  opinion  should  have  given 
any  offence;  he  was  far  from  intending  any;  be  con* 
aidered  himself  atf  writing  to  a  friend  in  confidence, 
and  had  no  expectation  or  wish,  that  such  private 
opiniona  would  ever  appear  in  public,  or  be  pro 
ductive  of  any  public  measures  whatever. 


ill  tffcct,  being  wrote  by  a  private  individual  tftjtliis  cunvpotion,  and  thereupon  it  is  ret«/ve<4  That 
friend  and  relation,  a  person  who  had  not  thdfthe  aai4  9ifliei  l|hrittie,  by  the  uid  letter,  hath. 

manifested  a  spirit  and  principle  altogether  inimical 
to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  America:  That  th« 
said  J^mea  Christie,  by  insinuating  the  necessilj 
of  introducing  a  military  force  into  this  province* 
haa  manifesied  an  inveterate  enmity il»  the  liberties 
of  this  province  in  particular,  and.of  Britiah  Ame- 
rica in  general.  *       • 

Therefore,  re-hed.  That  the  said  James  Christie 
is  and  ought  ta  be  considered  as  an  enemy  to  Ame- 
rica, and  that  no  prison  traA,  deal,  or  barter 
with  him  hereafter,  unless  for  necessaries  and  pro- 
visions, or  for  tie  sale  or  purchadl  of  any  part  of 
hia  real  or  personal  estate,  of  which  he  may  be  at 

this  timeteized  or  possessed. 

w>  • 

Reffved,  That  the  said  James  Christie  be  ex- 

pelled  and  banished  this  province  forever,  and  that 

he  depart  this  province  before  the  first  day  of 

September  next. 


.   lliat  the  said  committee  having  referred  all  fur- 
ther proceedings  on  your  memorialist's  ca«e  to  the 
Ifentlemeii  delegated  by  this  province  to  the  con- 
linental  congress,  and  they  having  referred  the 
pame  to  the  consideration  of  this  convention,  obliges 
prour  memorialist  to  make  this  application,  humbly 
request  that  this  honorable  convention  will 
lider  your  memorialist's  case,  and  discharge 
"^Nir  memorialist  and  his  securities  from  the  said 
'^ligation,  and  alto  grant  permission  to  your  me- 
ialiat  to  depart  the  province  with  all  con- 
^^snienee,  without  molestation  in  person  or  pro- 

dy- 
vour memorialist,  relying  on  the  wisdom  and 
liiy  of  this  honorable  convention,  most  cheer- 
illy  sohflaita  his  case  to  their  decision,  humbly 
••y*n«a 

That  the  blessings  of  peace  and  tranquility  msy 
restored  to  every  part  of  the  British  empire; 
it  the  rights  and  privileges  of  America  may  be 
^^Mabltahed  on  a  firm  and  lasting  basis,  and  a  speedy 
honorable  reconciliation  take  place  between 
parent  state  and  her  colonies,  is  the  sincere 
^iih  of  your  memorialist. 

JAME^  CHRISTIE,  jun. 
giaerr,  /o/y  17,  1775. 
And  upon  reading  the  letter  of  the  said  Jsmes 
iristie  therein  referred  to,  dated  the  33d  of  Pe- 
\  1775,  to  Gabriel  Christie,  lieut.  colonel  of 
50th  regiment,  in  which  the  said  Christie  re- 
the  inhabitants  of  that  town  as  con- 
in  meaattres,  in  hia  opinion,  treasonable  and 
^l^bdlbus*  and  that  a  number  of  soldiers  would 
^^cp  tkca  very  «uicL  the  same  was  considered  bv 


Jietolved,  That  the  said  James  Christie  deposite 
in  the  hands  of  this  convention,  or  into  the  hands 
of  such  person  or  pers^ms  as  they  shalf  appoint* 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  be 
expended  occasionally  towards  his  proportion  of 
all  charges  and  expenses  incurred  or  to  be  incurred 
for  the  defence  of  America,  during  the  present 
contest  with  Great  Britain;  the  overplus,  if  any, 
after  a  reconciliation  shall  happily  be  effected,  to 
be  restored  to  the  said  James  Christie. 

JicMhed,  That  no  punishment  be  inflicted  on  the 
said  James  Christie,  other  than  what  is  now  direct- 
ed by  this  convention. 

BsMhed,  That  the  five  hundred  pounds  sterling 
is  to  be  paid  in  sterling,  or  other  money  at  par. 

Mietolved,  That  the  resolutiona  of  the  committee 
of  Baltimore  county  are,  by  the  deUrminationa  of 
this  convention  superseded,  and  that  therefore  the 
said  James  Christie  may  oegociate  hia  bills  of  ex- 
change; and  that  he  may  assign,  or  he,  or  any  per- 
son for  him,  msy  collect  the  debu  due  to  him,  in 
the  same  manner  as  other  persons  may  negociate 
their  bills  of  exchange,  assign  or  collect  their  debu. 
Signed,  by  order  of  the' convention, 

G.  DUVALL,  clerk. 


The  speech  of  Eokuhd  Uunxx,  eig.  on  mtxnn^  hk 
rtnhuiom/or  condHution  -with  the  co/bmea,  March 
22,  1775. 

I  hope,  sir,  that,  notwithstanding  the  austerity 
•f  the  chair,  your  good  nature  will  incline  you  to 
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•bine  degree  of  indulgence  toirardi  bumao  fraiKy.ifroin  bci'tg  blown  about  by  every  wind  of  f*sbiorai- 
You  will  not  think  it  uonattiTt,  that  iMe  who%le  doctrine.    I  really  did  tiot  think  it  nfe.  or 


have  an  obj?et  depending,  ^kich  sirongly  engages 
their  hopes  and  fears,  should  be  somewhat  inclined 
to  superstition.    As  I  came  into  the  honse  fliU  of 

'  anxiety  about  the  erent  of  mjL  motion,  I  found,  to 
tny  infinite  f^Tprise,  that  the  grand  penal  bill,  by 
which  we  had  passed  sentence  on  the  trade  and 
sustenance  of  America,  is  to  be  returned  to  us  from 
the  other  house.*    I  do  confess  I  could  not  help 

*.  looking  on  this  event  as  a  fortunate  omen.  I  look 
upon  it  as  sort  of  l^vidential  favor,  by  which  we 
are  put  once  more  in  possession  of  our  deliberative 
capacity,  upon^  business  so  very  questionable  in 
its  nature,  so  very  uncertain  in  its  issue.  By  the 
return  of  this  bill,  which  seemed  to'  have  taken  its 
flight  foi^ver,  we  are  at  this  very  instant  nearly  as 
free  to  choose  a  plan  for  oiir  American  government, 
RS  we  were  on  the  first  day  of  the  session.  If,  sir, 
we  incline  to  the  side  of  conciliation,  we  are  not  at 
all  embarrassed  (unless  we  please  to  make  our- 
selves so)  by  any  incongruous  mixture  of  coercion 
and  restraint  We  are  therefore  called  upon,  as 
it  were  by  a  superior  warning  voice,  again  to  attend 
to  Americat  to  attend  to  the  whole  of  it  together; 
and  to  review  the  subject  with  an  unusual  degree 
of  care  and  calmness. 

Surely  it  b  an  awful  subject;  or  there  is  none  so 
on  this  side  of  the  grave.  When  I  first  had  the 
honor  of  :i  seat  in  this  house,  the  affairs  of  tltat 
continent  pressed  themselves  upon  us,  as  the  most 
important  and  most  delicate  object  of  parliamentary 
attention.  My  little  share  in  this  great  delibera- 
tion oppressed  me.  I  found  myself  a  partaker  in  a 
very  high  trust;  and  having  no  sort  of  reason  to 
rely  on  the  strength  of  my  natural  abilities  for  the 
proper  execution  of  that  trust,  I  was  obliged  to 
take  more  than  common  pains,  to  instruct  myself 
in  every  thing  which  relates  to  our  colonies.  I 
was  not  less  under  the  necessity  of  forming  some 
fixed  ideas,  concerning  the  general  policy  of  the 
British  empire.  Something  of  this  sort  seemed  to 
be  indispensable,  in  order,  amidst  so  vast  a  fluctua- 
tion of  paasions  and  opinions,  to  concenter  my 
thoughts;  to  ballast  my  conduct;  to  preserve  me 


*The  act  to  restrain  the  trade  and  commerce  o< 
the  provincas  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Ne^r. 
Hampshire,  and  colonien  of  Conneaticu*  and  Riiode- 
Island,  and  Providence  Plantation,  in  North  Atne> 
rica,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British 
islands  in  the  West-Indies;  and  to  prohibit  such 
provinces  and  colonies  from  carrying  on  any  fisherv 
on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  other  places 
therein  mentioQcd,  under  certain  conditions  and 
Uaitationf. 


manly,  to  have  fresh  principles  to  seek  upon  every 
fresh  mail  which  should  arrive  from  America. 

At  that  period,  I  had  the  fortune  to  find  n'yaelf 
in  perfect  concurrence  with  a  large  majority  in  thii 
house.  Bowing  under  that  high  authority,  and 
penetrated  with  the  sharpness  and  stren^b  of  that 
early  impression,  I  have  continued  ever  since,  with- 
out the  least  deviation,  in  my  original  sentlmenti. 
Whether  this  be  owing  to  an  obstinate  perseve« 
ranee  in  error,  or  to  a  religious  adherence  to  what 
appears  to  me  truth  and  reason,  it  is  in  your  equity 
to  judge. 

Parliament,  sir,  having  an  enlarged  view  of  ob« 
jects,  made,  during  this  interval,  more  frequent 
changes  in  their  sentim^ts  and  their  conduct,  than 
could  be  justified  in  a  particular  person  upon  the 
contracted  acale  of  private  information.  But 
though  I  do  not  hazard  any  thing  approaching  to 
a  censure  on  the  motives  of  former  parliamenta  to 
all  those  alterations,  one  fact  is  undoubted,  that  un- 
der them  the  state  of  America  has  been  kept  in 
continual  agitation.  Every  thing  adminiatered  a9 
remedy  to  the  pablic  complaint,  if  it  did  not  pro* 
duce,  was  at  least  followed  by,  an  heightening  of 
the  distemper;  until,  by  a  variety  of  experiments^ 
that  important  country  has  been  brought  into  her 
present  situation;  a  situation,  which  1  will  noC 
miscall,  which  I  dare  not  name;  which  I  scarcely 
know  how  to  comprehend  in  the  terms  of  anjr 
deacriptioA. 

In  this  posture,  sir,  things  stood  at  the  beginnin|f 
of  the  session.  About  that  time  a  worthy*  mem- 
ber, of  great  parliamentary  experience,  who,  in  thm 
year  1766,  filled  the  chair  of  the  American  com- 
mittee with  much  ability,  took  me  aside;  and 
lamenting  the  present  aspect  of  the  politica,  told 
me  things  were  come  to  such  a  pass,  that  our 
former  methods  of  proceeding  in  the  house  would 
be  no  longer  tolerated.  That  the  public  tribun^ 
(never  too  indulgent  to  a  long  and  unsuccessful 
opposition)  would  no«r  scrutinize  our  conduct  witk 
unusual  severity.  That  the  very  vicissitudes  and 
s^'ifling^  of  ministerial  measures,  instead  of  con- 
victing their  authors  of  inconstancy  and  want  of 
system,  would  be  taken  as  an  occasion  of  charging 
MS  u  ith  a  pre  determined  discontent,  which  notlung 
cuuld  satisfy;  whilst  we  accused  every  measure  of 
vigour  as  cruel,  and  every  proposal  of  lenity  a» 
weak  and  irresolute.    The  public,  he  said,  would 


*Mr.  Rose  Fuller. 
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not  have  patience  to  see  us  play  the  game  out  withi 
<mr  adversaries;  we  must  produce  our  hind,  tt 
would  be  expected,  that  those  who  for  many  years 
hftd  been  active  in  such  affairs  should  shew  that 
they  had  formed  some  clear  and  decided  idea  of 
the  principles  of  tdlony  g^vemmeat;  and  were 
capable  of  drawing  out  something  like  a  pUtform 
of  the  ground,  which  might  be  laid  for  future  and 
permanent  tranquility. 

I  felt  the  truth  of  what  my  bon.  friend  repre 
sented;  but  I  felt  my  situation  too.  His  application 
might  have  been  made  with  far  greater  propriety 
to  many  other  gentlemen.  No  man  was  indeed 
ever  better  disposed,  or  worse  qualified,  for  such 
toi  tmdertaking  than  myself*  Though  t  gave  so 
Tar  Into  hii  opinion  that  I  immediately  threw  my 
thotlghts  into  a  sort  of  parliamentary  form,  I  Was 
hy  no  means  eqnally  ready  to  produce  them.  It 
^f^erally  argues  tiome  degree  of  natural  impotence 
6f  mind,  or  some  want  of  knowledge  Of  the  wox'ld, 
to  hazard  plans  cf  government,  except  from  a  seat 
of  authority.  Propositions  are  ntade,  t\ot  only 
Ineffectually,  but  somewhat  disreputably,  when  the 
minds  of  men  are  not  properly  disposed  for  their 
Ireeeption;  and,  for  oiy  part,  I  am  not  ambitious  of 
ridicule;  nor  absolutely  a  Candidate  for  disgrace. 

Besides,  sir,  to  speak  the  plain  truth,  t  have  In 
l^eral  no  very  exalted  opinion  of  the  virtue  of  pa 
per  government;  nor  of  any  politios,  in  which  the 
plan  if  to  be  wholly  separated  from  the  execution. 
But  mfhen  I  saw  that  anger  and  violence  prevailed 
every  day  more  and  more,  and  that  things  were 
hastening  towards  an  incurable  alienation  of  our 
eolonies,  I  confess  my  caution  gave  way^  I  felt  this 
as  one  of  those  few  moments  in  whttih  decorupn 
yields  to  an  higher  dtity.  Public  calamity  is  a 
mighty  leveller,  and  there  are  occasions  when  any, 
even  the  slightest,  chance  of  doing  good  must  be 
laid  hold  on,  even  by  the  most  inconsiderable  per- 


ir  reasonable  proposition,  berausf*  it  had  nothing 
but  itv  reason  to  rfcommen.l  it.  On  the  oihetf 
handi  being  totally  Restitute  of  all  shadow  of  influx 
enoe,  natural  or  adventitiovisj  I  was  very  sure  that^ 
If  liy  proposition  were  futile  or  dangerous,  if  it 
were  weakly  conceived,  or  improperly  timed,  there 
was  nothing  extfrlor  to  it,  of  pover  to  awe,  d'lzzle^ 
or  delude  you.  Y>u  will  see  it  'just  as  it  is,  and 
you  will  treat  it  just  as  it  deibrv^lk 

I'he  proposition  is  peace.  Xot  peace  through  fht 
medium  of  war.  Not  peace  to  be  hunied  through 
the  labyrinth  of  intricate  arid  endless  fiegocia* 
tions.  Not  pence  to  arise  out  oC#niversal  discord, 
fomented  from  principle  in  all  parts  of  the  em- 
pire. Not  peace  to  depend  on  the  juridical  deter- 
mination of  perplexing  qu^^stions;  or  the  precise 
marking  the  shadowy  boundaries  of  adomplex  go* 
vernment.  I*  is  simple  peace,  sought  in  its  natural 
course,  and  its  ordinary  haunts.  It  is  peace  sou-^ht 
in  the  spirit  of  peace,  and  laid  in  principles  purely 
pacific.  I  prop<>8e,  by  removing  the  ground  of  the 
difference,  and  by  restoring  the  former  unsuspect- 
ing confidence  of  the  colonies  in  the  mother  coun* 
try,  to  give  j>enaartent  satisficuon  to  your  people^ 
and  (far  from  a  scheme  of  ruling  by  discord)  to 
reconcile  them  to  each  other  in  the  sr\me  act,  and  . 
by  the  bond  of  the  very  same  iritef  est,  which  recon< 
ciles  them  to  British  government. 

My  idea  is  nothing  more.  Refined  policy  evei* 
has  been  the  parent  of  confusion,  and  ever  will  be 
so  as  long  as  the  world  endures.  Plain  good  inten« 
tion,  which  is  as  easily  discovered  at  the  first  view, 
as  fraud  is  surely  detecterl  at  las(|  is,  let  me  ssy,  of 
no  mean  force  in  the  government  of  mankind.  Ge- 
nuine sitnplicfty  of  heart  is  an  healing  and  cement- 
ing principle.  My  plan,  therefore,  being  formed 
upon  the  most  simple  grounds  imaginable,  may 
disappoint  some  people  when  they  hear  it.  It  hag 
nothing  to  recommend  it  to  the  pruriency  of  curioiit 
ears. '  There  is  nothing  at  all  new  and  captivating 
in  it.  It  has  nothing  of  the  splendor  of  the  pro- 
ject, which  has  been  lately  laid  upon  your  table 
by  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  riband.*    It  doM 


To  restore  order  and  repose  to  aii  empire  so 
great  and  so  distracted  as  ours,  is  merely,  in  the 

attempt,  an  undertaking  that  would  ennoble  the       •••That,  when  the  governor,  council  or  assembly, 
flights  of  the  highest  genius,  and  obtain  pardon    or  general  court,  of  any  of  his  majesty's  provincea 

for  the  efforts  of  the  meanest  understanding.- !  ^.^  f*'*°"*" '^^'^Y'*;*::  »'»*"  nt>we  ^ 

^        vision,  according  to  the  Cfmduion,  circumctioices 


Struggling  a  good  while  with  these  thoughts,  by 
degrees  I  felt  myself  more  firm.  1  derived,  at 
length,  some  confidence  f^om  what  in  other  cir- 
cumstanees  usually  produces  timidity.  I  grew  less 
aitxious  even  from  the  idea  of  my  own  insignificance; 
forjudging  of  what  you  are.  by  what  you  ought  to 


and  situation  of  such  province  or  Ooloffy,  for  con« 
tribu'ing  their  proportion  to  the  coiDHion  defence 
(such  proportion  to  be  raised  iiif  ler  the  authority 
of  the  general  court,  or  generd  assembly,  of  sucti 
province  or  colony,  and  <li^posBble  by  parliament} 
and  shall  engage  to  make  pi'ovision  als«>  for  the 
support  of  the  civil  gove-rnmenl,  and  theadministra^ 
j  tiun  of  justice,  in  such  province  or  colony,  it  wilt 


be,  I  persuaded  mynelf  ihat  you  would  not  reject  '.be  proper,  if  sach  propuMal  siiall  be  a^^efk^^i^ S^^ 
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not  propose  t«  fill  your  lob(>y  with  •qu-bbling 
colony  ageiitt,  who  will  require  t^e  interpteition 
of  your  mace,  at  every  ihstantr  to  keep  the  peace 
amongst  them.  It  does  not  institute  a  ma^ificent 
auction  of  finance,  where  c«ptirtted  provittees 
come  to  g^eneral  ransom  by  bidding  ^^ainst  each 
other,  until  yon  knock  down  the  hammer,  and 
determine  a  proportion  of  payments,  beyond  all  the 
powers  of  algeMa  to  equalize  and  settle. 

The  plan,  which  I  shiin  prfs'ime  to  suggest, 
derives,  however,  one  great  advantage  firom  the 
proposhion  and  regiatry  of  that  noble  lord's  pro- 
ject. The  idea  ofteonciliiition  is  admissible.  P'rst, 
the  housft,  in  accepting  the  resolution  moved  by 
the  noble  lord,  has  admitted,  notwithstanding  tlie 
menacing  front  of  our  addresa,  not  withstanding 
our  heavy  bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  that  we  do 
not  think  ourselves  precluded  from  all  ideas  of  free 
grace  and  bounty. 

Thehouae  has  gone  fsrther,  it  has  declared  con- 
ciliation admissible,  previ.)us  10  a'ly  submission  on 
the  part  of  America,    it  has  even  shot  a  good  deal 
beyond  that  mark,  and  has  admitted  that  the  com- 
plaints of  our  former  mo<Je  of  exerting  the  right  of 
taxation  were  not  wholly  unfounded.    That  right 
thus  exerted  is  allowed  to  have  had  something  re- 
prehensible in  it;  sooiething  unwise,  or  something 
grievous;  since,  in  the  midst  of  our  beat  and  resent 
oient,  we  of  oTtrsetves  h^ive  proposed  a  capital 
alteratio'i;  and,  in  order  to  get  rid  (»f  wh^t  seei^ed 
•o  very  excepiionable,  h'tve  instituted  a  mode  that 
is  altogether  new;  one  that  is,  indeed,  wholly  ali'^n 
from  all  the  anciait  methods  and  forms  of  parlu 
ment. 

The  principle  of  this  proceeding  is  large  enough 
for  my  purpose.  The  means  prop.tsed  by  tiie  noM^ 
lord  for  carrying  his  ideas  into  ex  cu'ion,  1  t*iiiik. 
indeed,  are  veiy  indifP-ren.ly  suited  to  the  enU  und 
this  I  shall  endeavor  to  shew  you  before  1  mi  dujirn. 
But,  for  the  present,  I  take  ray  gro'ind  on  tii' 
admitted  principle.  I  mean  to  give  peace.  P  tc- 
implies  reron.^iliatio  \;  and,  w*\ere  tacre  has  beet, 
a  material  dispute.  recoMciTiauon  do'"S  in  n  m^nn'^r 


bis  msj^st),  aitd  tt  e  two  houses  nf  pariiunient.  and 
for  so  long  as  such  pn>vision  sUaIi  be  mude  accord 
in^Iy,  to  forbear,  in  respect  of  such  p.  ovince  or 
colony,  to  levy  any  du'y,  tax,  or  ashessn.ei.t,  <.r  to 
impose  any  funher  duty,  tax,  ora^s^ssmen<,ezr.ep\ 
such  duties  as  i    may  be  expedient  10  conumie  t-. 
levy  or  impose  for  tiie  r*  guUtioii  of  cornnierc  ;  l^  f 
neat  produce  of  the  du^ie^  last  mentioned  to  be 
c&rned  to  the  account  of  ruch  provi  ce  or  clonx 
re»»pectively."    Kt«>olutions  movtd  by  lord  Nort' 
in  the  cominittee^  and  agreed  to  by  tue  Louse,  27 
JPeo.  1775. 


always  imply  concession  on  the  one  part  or  on  >  lie 
other,  tn  this  sute  of  things  1  make  no  difEcultf 
in  afBrming  that  the  proposal  ought  to  originate 
from  us.  Great  and  acknowledged  force  in  not 
impaired,  either  in  effect  or  in  opinion,  by  an  iin- 
willingness  to  exert  itself.  The  superior  power 
may  offer  peace  wiih  honor  and  with  safety.  Sueh 
T&n  offer,  from  such  a  power,  will  be  attributed  to 
magnanimity.  But  the  concessions  of  .the  weak 
are  the  concessions  of  fesir  When  such  a  one  is 
disarmed,  he  is  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  his  superior, 
and  he  loses  forever  that  time  and  those  cbaiceo 
which,  as  t'<ey  happen  to  all  men,  are  the  streagtll 
and  resources  of  all  inferior  power. 

The  capital  leading  qti'^stions,  on  which  joa 
must  this  day  decide,  are  the^e  two.    Frst,  whe* 
ther  you  ou;;ht  to  concede;  und,  secon-^ly,  what 
ymir  concession  ought  to  he.    On  the  firs'  of  Iheat 
questions  we  have  gtiaed  (as  1  have  just  takeo 
the  liberty  of  observing  to  you)  some  ground.  Out 
1  am  scjisible  that  a  goo  J  deil  more  is  still  to  be 
done.    Indeed,  sir,  to  enable  us  to  determine  both  - 
on  the  one  and  the  other  of  these  great  questiom^ 
with  a  firm  and  precise  judgment,  I  think  it  may 
be  necessary  to  co:isider  distinctly  the  true  nature 
sMd  the  peculiar  circumstanced  of  the  ohjeet  which 
we  have  bf  fore  us.  Bc'i'.ause,  after  all  our  struggle, 
whether  we  will  or  not,  we  munt  govern  America 
accorling  to  that  nature,  and   to  those  eircum*' 
s^'inces,  and  not  according  to  our  own  imagina- 
tions; n»t  accorling  to  ahs  rar:t  itleas  of  right;  by 
no  me^tns  accorling  to  mere  general  theories  of 
guvemment,  the  resort  of  which  appears  to  me,  in 
o-ir  present  situation,  no  belter  than  arrant  trifling. 
I  s*iaU  therefore  enle-^vor,  with  your  leave,  to  Ity 
before  yo'i  snmt  of  the  most  maieriil  of  these  cir* 
cunns^ances  in  as  full  and  as  clear  a  manner  a»  E 
am  able  to  state  them. 

Th^  first  thmg  that  we  have  to  con««i  !er,  wltlt 
regard  to  the  na*'ire  oftlic  objent,  is  th?  number 
of  pe-ple  in  the  colonies.  I  l^ave  tuken  for  some 
ye  rs  •.  goo.l  deal  f)f  pains  on  that  point.  I  can  by 
no  calf  tiUtion  justify  myself  in  placing  the  number 
f»-low  two  millions  of  inhabitants  of  our  ovro 
Rur  'peun  Mood  and  color,  hesi  !es  at  lenst  50O,0"'O 
)iher'«,  who  form  n<i  inconsiderable  part  of  the 
strength  and  opulence  of  the  whole.  This,  sir,  is, 
I  believe,  about  the  true  number.  T'lc-e  is  no 
oRCHsion  to  ex-^ggerate  wh-re  p'.ain  truth  is  of  so 
much  weight  and  importance  But  whether  I  put 
the  present  niinibers  too  hijfli  or  too  low,  i^  a 
natter  of  little  Tomeat.  Such  is  ihe  srengih 
with  which  popuUtiua  sbooib  in  ih^t  part  of  the 
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Worid,  that  «t%te  the  numbem  As  hifch  »•  wc  w'll- 
whilst  the  dispute  cotitinties,  the  eisff^eratioH  ends. 
"WhilJit  we  tpe  discussing  tny  jjiven  magnitude, 
they  \re  grown  to  it.  Whilst  we  spend  our  time  in 
deliberating  on  the  mode  of  governing  two  millions, 
we  shall  find  we  hare  millions  more  to  mansge. 
Youp  children  do  not  grow  fister  from  infancy  to 
manhood,  than  they  spread  from  families  to  com- 
Bunities,  and  from  vilUges  to  nations. 

I  put  this  considers tion  of  the  present  and  the 
growing  numbers  in  the  front  of  our  deliberation; 
because,  sir,  this  consideration  will  make  it  evident 
to  a  blunter  discernment  than  yours,  that  no  partial, 
narrow,  contracted,  pinched,  occasional  system  will 
be  at  all  suitable  to  Huch  an  object.  It  will  shew 
you  that  it  is  not  to  be  considered  as  one  of  tho5)e 
"minima,"  which  are  out  of  the  eye  and  considera- 
tion of  the  law;  not  a  paltry  excresence  of  ihe  state; 
not  a  meA:i  dependant,  who  may  be  neglected  with 
little  damage,  and  provoked  with  little  danger.  It 
will  prove  that  some  degree  of  care  and  caution  is 
required  in  the  handling  such  an  object;  it  will 
•hew  that  you  ought  not,  in  reason,  to  trifle  with 
•o  large  a  mass  of  the  interests  and  feelings  of  the 
human  race.  You  could  at  no  time  do  so  without 
guilt,  and  be  assured  you  will  not  be  able  to  do  ii 
loDgwi.h  impunity. 

But  the  population  of  this  country,  the  great  and 
growing  population,  though  a  very  important  con- 
sideration, will  lose  much  of  its  weight  if  not  com 
bined  with  other  circumstances.  The  commerce  i>f 
your  colohiel  is  out  of  all  proportion  beyond  the 
numbers  of  the  people*  This  ground  of  their  com- 
merce indeed  has  been  trod  some  days  ago,  and 
with  great  ability,  by  a  distinguished*  person  at 
your  bar.  This  gentleman,  after  thirty -five  years 
—it  is  so  long  since  he  first  appeared  at  the  same 
place  to  plead  for  the  commerce  of  G:  eat  Britain, 
lift«  come  again  before  you  to  plead  the  same  cause, 
without  any  other  effect  of  time  than  that,  to  the 
fire  of  imigination,  and  extent  of  erudition,  which 
even  then  mnrked  hiui  as  one  of  the  first  literary 
characters  of  his  age,  he  has  added  a  consummate 
knowledge  in  the  commercial  interest  of  his  coun- 
try, formed  by  a  long  course  of  en  tightened  and 
discriminating  experience. 

Sir,  I  should  be  inexcusable  in  coming  after  such 
a  person  with  any  detail,  if  a  great  part  of  the  mem- 
bers, who  now  fill  the  boiise,  had  not  the  misfortune 
to  be  absent  when  he  appeared  at  your  bar.  Besides, 
sir,  I  propose  to  take  the  matter  at  periods  of  time 

•Mr.  Glorer. 


Somewhat  diiferent  from  his.  There  is,  if  I  mistake 
not,  a  point  of  view  fr>m  whence,  if  you  will  look 
at  this  subject,  it  is  i^np  issible  that  it  should  not 
make  an  impression  upon  you. 


I  have  in  my  h^nd  two  accounts,  one  a  com- 
p^irative  state  of  the  export  traide  of  Bn^Und  to 
its  c  dnnies,  as  h  s^ood  in  the  year  1704,  and  as  it 
stood  in  t'.e  year  1772.  The  other  a  state  of  the 
export  tride  of  this  country  to  its  colonies  alone, 
is  it  stood  in  1772,  compared  with  the  whole  trade 
of  KngUnd  to  all  parts  of  thf  world  (the  colonies 
included)  in  the  year  1704.  They  are  from  good 
vouchers;  the  latter  perio<l  from  the  accounts  on 
your  ti^ble,  the  earlier  from  an  original  manuscript 
of  Dave.vant,  who  firnt  cstublished  the  inspector- 
general's  office,  which  has  been  ever  since  his 
time  so  abundant  a  source  of  parliamentary  informa* 
tion. 

The  export  trade  to  the  colonies  consists  of 
three  great  branches.  The  Afriran,  which  terminate 
ing  almost  wholly  in  the  colonies,  must  be  pMl  to 
the  account  of  their  conninerce,  the  Wcst-Im'/iun 
and  the  North  American.  All  these  are  so  inter- 
woven,  that  the  attempt  to  separate  them  would 
tear  to  pi<»ces  the  contexture  of  the  whole;  and,  if 
not  entirely  destroy,  w»ald  very  much  depreciate 
the  value  of  all  the  parts.  I  therefore  const  !er 
these  three  deno:ninations  to  be,  what  in  effect 
they  are,  one  trade. 

The  trade  to  the  colonies,  taken  on  the  export 

side,  at  the  beginning  of  this  century,  that  is,  in 

the  year  1704,  stood  thus: 

Exports  to  North  America  and  the  West- 
Indies,  df  4^3  255 

To  Africa,  86.665 

56  ,930 


In  the  year  1772,  which  I  take  as  a  middle  year 
between  the  highest  and  the  lowest  of  those  lately 
laid  on  your  table,  the  accounts  were  as  follows: 
To  North   America,    and  the   West- 

Indies,  £4J9\J3i 

To  Africa,  866,3Syi^ 

To  which  if  you  add  the  export  trade  to 

and  from  Scotland,  which  had  in  1704 

00  existence,  364,000 


6,022,132 


From  five  hundred  and  odd  thousands,  it  has 

grown  to  Jfai  millions;  it  has  increased  no  less  than 

ltwelve^4^  This  is  the  state  of  tho  oolooy  tnd^ 
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reni'urcei  for,  conciliation  fvUinfr»  H>rce  irmftins: 
bnt,  force  failing,  no  further  hope  of  reconciliation 
Si  left.  Power  and  authority  are  ■ometimefl  bough i 
by  kindnebs;  but  they  can  never  be  begged  as  alma 
by  an  impoverished  and  defeated  violence. 

A  farther  objection  to  force  is^  that  you  impair  the 
object  by  your  very  endeavors  to  preserve  it  The 
thing  you  fought  for,  is  not  the  tiling  which  ynu  re- 
cover; but  depreciated,  sunk,  wasted,  and  consum- 
ed in  the  contest.  No.hir.g  less  will  content  me 
than  whole  America.  1  do  not  choose  to  consume 
its  strength  along  with  our  own,  because  in  all 
parts  it  is  the  British  strength  that  I  consume.  1 
do  not  choose  to  be  caught  by  a  foreign  enemy  at 
the  end  of  this  ezhatisting  conflict;  and  still  levs 
in  the  midst  of  it.  1  may  escape,  but  1  can  make 
no  insurance  against  such  an  event.  Let  roe  add, 
that  I  do  not  choose  wholly  to  brekk  the  Amtri- 
can  spirit,  because  it  is  the  spirit  that  has  made  the 
country. 

Lastly,  we  have  no  sort  of  experience  in  favor 
of  force  as  «n  instrument  in  the  rule  of  our  colonif  s 
Their  growth  and  their  utility  hks  been  owing  to 
neihods  altogether  diiftrent.  Our  ancieai  indul 
gence  has  been  said  to  be  pursued  to  a  fault.  I 
nay  be  so.  But  we  know,  if  feeUng  is  evidence, 
thst  our  fault  was  more  tolerable  than  our  attempt 
to  mend  it,  and  our  ain  far  more  salutary  than  our 
penitence. 

These,  sir,  are  my  reasons  fSr  not  entertaining 
that  high  opinion  of  untried  force,  by  winch  many 
gentlemen,  for  whose  sentiments  in  oth^r  particulars 
1  have  great  respect,  seem  to  be  so  greatly  ^ap.i vat- 
ed.  But  there  is  still  behind  a  ihird  consideration 
concerning  this  object,  which  serves  tu  determine 
ny  opinlJhi  on  tite  sort  of  policy  which  ought  to  br 
pursued  in  the  management  of  America,  even  morf- 
than  its  population  and  its  commerce,  I  mean  its 
temper  and  character. 

In  this  character  of  the  Americans  a  love  of  free 
dom  is  the  predominating  feature,  which  marks  and 
distinguishes  the  whole;  and  as  an  ardent  is  alwky^ 
a  jealous.vffeciion,  your  coionies  become  suspiciou", 
restive,  and  untractable,  whenever  they  sr^e  the  least 
attempt  to  wrest  from  them  by  force,  or  shuffle 
from  them  by  chicane,  what  they  think  the  only 
advantage  worth  living  for.  Tl  is  fierce  spirit  of 
liberty  is  stronger  in  the  English  colonies  probabi) 
than  in  any  other  people  of  the  earth,  and  tins  fiom 
a  great  variety  of  powerful  cause's;  whichj  to  under 


directions  which  this  spirit  tak*s»  it  will  mt  bt 
amiss  to  lay  open  somewhat  more  largely]^ 

First,  the  people  of  the  colonies  are  deseendenta 
of  Englishmen.  England,  sir,  is  a  nation  whicli 
still  I  hope  respects,  and  formerly  adored  her 
freedom.  The  colonists  emigrated  from  yoo,  whelk 
this  part  of  your  character  was  roost  pred^minaBtk 
and  tltey  took  this  bias  and  direction  the  aMMDCot 
they  parted  from  your  ksnds.  They  are  therefore 
not  only  devoted  to  liberty,  bu^  to  liberty  aecotd« 
ing  to  English  ideas,  and  on  English  prioeiplea. 
Abstract  liberty,  like  other  mere  abstractions^  it 
not  be  found  Liberty  inheres  in  some  sensible  ob- 
ject; and  every  nation  has  formed  to  itself  some 
favorite  point  which  by  way  of  eminence  becomes 
the  criterion  of  their  hSppiness.  It  happened,  yoa 
know,  sir,  that  the  great  contests  for  freedom  in 
this  country  were  from  the  earliest  times  ehieiy 
upon  the  question  of  taxing.  .Most  of  the  contests 
in  the  ancient  commonwealths  turned  primarily  on 
the  right  of  election  of  magntrates;  or  on  the 
balance  among  the  several  orders  of  the  state.  The 
ques  ion  of  money  was  not  with  them  so  immediatei 
But  in  England  it  was  otherwise,  on  this  point  of 
tales,  the  Hble»t  pens,  and  most  eloqtient  tongues. 
luve  been  exercised;  the  greatest  spiriu  hare  acted 
and  sfiflTered. 

in  order  to  give  the  fullest  satisfaction  coneem* 
ing  the  importance  of  this  point,  it  was  not  ooly 
necc  ssary  for  those,  who  in  argument  defended  the 
ezcelleiire  of  ttte  English  constitution,  to  insist  oo 
'his  privilege  of  granting  money  as  a  dry  point  of 
fnct,  and  to  prove  that  the  right  h^d  been  acknow- 
ledged in  ancient  parchments  and  blind  usages,  to 
re^iide  in  a  certain  body  called  an  house  of  com* 
mons.  They  went  much  further;  they  attempted 
t  prove,  and  they  succeeded,  that  in  theory  it 
ougSt  to  be  so  from  the  particular  nature  of  s 
•oune  of  comrrions,  as  an  immediate  represents" 
tive  of  the  people,  whether  the  old  records  had 
•lelirered  this  oracle  or  not.  They  took  infinite 
pains  to  inculf^a-e,  as  a  fund^menal principle^  that 
in  all  monarchies  the  people  must  in  effect  them* 
Helves  mediately  or  immediately  posses  the  po«ver 
of  granting  their  own  money,  or  no  shadow  of  li- 
berty could  subsist.  The  colonies  draw  from  yoa, 
AS  wiih  their  life  blooJ,  these  ideas  and  principles. 
Their  love  of  liberty,  as  with  you,  fixed  and  attached 
on  this  specfic  point  of  taxing.  Liberty  might  be 
s;»fe,  or  mighi  be  endangered  in  twenty  other  par- 
'icuUrs,  without  their  being  much  pleased  or 
alarmed.    Here  they  felt  its  pulse;  and  as   they 


atand  the  uue  leniper  of  tLeir  miadp^.  and  the  |  found  that  heat,  they  thought  themselves  sick 


PRINCIPLKS  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


fi^i 


SfS 


ttoond.  1  do  not  aay  whether  they  were  right  or 
wrong  in  applying  your  general  arguments  to  their 
own  ease.  It  is  not  easy  indeed  to-make  a  monopoly 
of  theorems  and  corollaries.  The  fact  is,  that  they 
did  thus  apply  those  general  arguments;  and  your 
mode  of  governing  them,  whether  through  lenity 
or  indolence,  through  wisdom  or  mistake,  coi>lirm 
them  in  the  imagination  that  they,  as  well  as  you, 
had  an  interest  in  these  common  principles. 

They  were  further  confirmed  in  this  pleasing 
error  by  the  form  of  their  provincial  legislative 
assemblies.  Their  governments  are  popular  in  an 
high  degree,  some  are  merely  popular;  in  all,  the 
popular  representative  is  the  most  weighty;  and 
this  share  of  the  people  in  their  ordinary  govern- 
nent  never  fiuls  to  inspire  them  with  lofty  senti- 
ments, attd  with  a  strong  aversion  from  whatever 
tends  to  deprive  them  of  their  chief  importance. 

If  any  thing  were  wanting  to  this  necessary  opera- 
tion of  the  form  of  government,  religion  would  have 
given  it  a  complete  effect.  Religion,  always  a  prin 
eiple  of  energy,  in  this  new  people,  is  no  way  worn 
out  or  impaired;  and  their  mode  of  professing  it  is 
also  one  main  cause  of  this  firee  spirit.  The  peo- 
ple are  protestants;  and  of  that  kind  which  is  the 
most  averse  to  all  implicit  submission  of  mind  and 
opinion. 

Tliis  is  a  persuasion  not  only  favorable  to  liberty 
but  built  upon  it.  I  do  not  think,  sir,  that  the  rea- 
son of  this  averseness  in  the  dissenting  churches, 
from  all  that  laks  like  absolute  government,  is  so 
much  to  be  sought  in  their  religious  tenets,  as  in 
tbdr  history.  Every  one  knows,  that  the  Roman 
Otholic  religion  is  at  least  coeval  with  most  of  the 
governments  where  it  prevails;  that  it  has  generally 
gone  hand  in  hand  with  them,  and  received  g^i^eat 
lavor  and  every  kind  of  support  from  authority. 
The  churoh  of  England  too  was  formed  from  her 
cradle  under  the  nursing  care  of  reguhr  govern- 
ment. Rut  the  dissenting  interests  have  sprung 
up  in  direct  opposition  to  all  the  ordinary  powers 
of  the  world;  and  could  justify  that  opposition 
only  on  a  strong  claim  to  natural  liberty.  Their 
very  existence  depended  on  the  powerful  and 
onremitted  assertion  of  that  claim.  All  Pro. 
testantism,  even  the  most  cold  and  passive,  is  a 
•ort  of  dissent.  But  the  religion  most  prevalent  in 
our  northern  colonies,  is  a  refinement  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  resistance,  it  is  the  diffidence  of  dissent; 
mnd  tlie  protestantism  of  ihe  protestant  religion. 
Tliis  religion,  under  a  variety  of  denominations, 
agreeing  in  nothiiSg  but  in  the  communion  of  the 


spirit  of  liberty,  is  pre'!ominant  in  most  of  the 
Dorthem  provinces;  where  the  church  of  England^ 
notwitlistandii*g  its  legal  rights,  is  in  reiility  no 
more  than  a  sort  of  private  sect;  not  composing 
most  probably  the  tenth  of  the  people.  The  colonists 
lef\  England  when  this  spirit  was  high:  and  in  the 
emigrants  was  the  highest  of  all,  and  even  tluit 
■train  of  foreigners,  which  has  been  constantly 
flowing  into  these  colonies,  has  for  the  greatest 
part,  been  composed  of  dissenters  from  the  esub« 
lishments  of  their  several  countries;  and  have 
brought  with  them  a  temper  and  character  far  frooi 
alien  to  that  of  a  people  with  whom  they  mixed. 

Sir,  I  can  perceive,  by  their  manner,  that  some 
gentleman  object  to  the  latitude  of  this  description: 
because  in  the  southern  colonies  the  church  of  Eng« 
land  forms  a  large  body,  and  has  a  regular  establish, 
ment.  It  is  certainly  true.  There  is,  however,  a 
circumstance  attending  these  colonies,  which  in  my 
opinion,  fully  counterbalances  this  difference,  and 
makes  the  spirit  of  liberty  still  more  high  and 
haughty  than  in  those  to  the  northward.  It  is  that 
in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas,  they  have  a  vast 
multitude  of  slaves.  Where  this  is  the  case  in  anj 
part  of  the  world,  those  who  are  free,  are  by  far 
the  most  proud  and  jealous  of  their  freedom.  Free-  « 
dom  is  to  them  not  only  an  enjoyment,  but  a  kind 
of  rank  and  privilege.  Not  seeing  there  that  free- 
dom, as  in  countries  where  it  is  a  common  blessing, 
and  as  broad  and  general  as  the  air,  may  be  united 
with  much  abject  toil,  with  great  misery,  with  all 
the  exterior  of  ser^'itude,  liberty  looks  amongst 
them  like  something  that  is  more  noble  and  liberal. 
1  do  not  mean,  sir,  to  commend  the  superior 
morality  of  this  sentiment,  which  has  at  least  as 
much  pride  as  virtue  in  it,  but  I  cannot  alter  the 
nature  of  man.  The  fact  is  so,  ar.d  thes^|>eople 
of  the  southern  colonies  are  much  more  strongly, 
and  with  an  higher  and  more  stubborn  spirit, 
attached  to  liberty  than  those  of  the  northward* 
Such  were  all  the  ancient  commonwealths;  such 
were  our  Gothic  ancestors;  such  in  our  days  were  ^ 
the  Pole«i  and  such  will  be  all  masters  of  slaves^ 
who  are  not  slaves  themselves.  In  such  a  people 
the  haughtiness  of  domination  combines  with  the 
spirit  of  freedom,  fortifies  it,  aud  renders  it  iuvinci* 
ble. 

To  impoverish  the  colonies  in  general,  and  ia 
particular  to  arrest  the  noble  course  of  their  marine 
enterprizes,  would  be  a  more  easy  task,  I  freely 
confess  it.  We  have  shewn  a  disposition  even  te 
continue  the  restraint  after  the  offence,  looking 
on  ourselv^as  rivals  to  outcolonies^  and  persuad- 


M5St 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  RBTOLtfTIONi 


1       I  '■  ■! 


ae 


ed  that  of  course  we  must  gain  ail  that  they  ghall 
Joie.  Much  mischief  we  may  certainly  do.  The 
power  inadeqiute  to  all  Other  thinfjfs  is  often  morf^ 
than  sufRoient  for  this.  I  do  not  look  on  the  direct 
wid  immediate  power  of  the  colonies  to  resist  our 
▼iolence  as  Tery  formidable.  In  this,  boweirer,  I 
may  be  mistaken.  But  when  I  tonsider^  that  we 
have  colonies  for  no  purpose  but  to  be  serriceable 
to  us,  it  seems  to  my  poor  understanding  a  little 
preposterous,  to  make  them  unsenrieeabley  tn  order 
to  keep  them  obedient  It  is,  in  truth,  nothing 
more  than  the  old,  and,  as  I  thought,  exploded 
problem  of  tyranny,  which  proposes  to  beggar  its 
subjects  into  submission.  But  remember  when 
jou  have  completed  your  system  of  impoverish, 
ment,  that  niture  still  proceeds  in  her  ordinary 
course;  that  discontent  will  increase  with  miser>; 
and  that  there  are  critical  moments  in  the  fortune 
of  all  states,  when  they,  who  are  too  weak  to  con. 
tribute  to  your  prosperity,  may  be  strong  enough 
to  complete  your  ruin.    Spoliatis  arnu  supersunt. 

The  temper  and  character,  which  prevail  in  our 
colonies,  are,  I  am  afraid,  unalterable  by  any  hu- 
man art.  We  cannot,  1  fear,  falsify  the  pedigree 
of  this  fierce  people,  and  persuade  them  that  they 
are  not  sprung  from  a  nation,  in  who«e  veins  the 
blood  of  flreedom  circulates.  The  language,  in 
which  they  would  hear  you  ttll  them  this  tale, 
would  detect  the  imposition;  your  speech  would 
betray  you.  An  Gnglishman  is  the  unfittest  per- 
son  on  earth  to  argue  another  Englishman  into 
slavery. 

I  think  it  is  nearly  as  little  in  our  power  to 
change  their  republican  religion,  as  their  free 
descent;  or  to  substitute  the  Roman  Catholic  as  a 
penalty,  or  the  church  of  England  as  an  improve. 
ment.«  The  mode  of  inquisition  and  dragooninfc 
is  going  out  of  fashion  in  the  old  world,  and  I 
•hould  not  confide  much  to  their  efficacy  in  the 
new.  The  education  of  the  Americans  is  also  on 
the  ssme  unalterable  bottom  with  their  religion. 
You  cannot  persuade  them  to  bum  their  books  of 
curious  8ci<>nce;  to  banish  their  lawyers  from  their 
courts  of  law.  or  to  quench  the  lighu  of  their  assem 
blies,  by  refusing  to  choose  those  persons  who  are 
best  read  in  their  privileges.  It  would  b«-  no  less 
impracticable  to  think  of  wholly  annihilating  the 
popular  assemblies,  in  which  these  lawyen  sii.— 
The  army,  by  which  we  must  govern  in  their  place, 
would  be  far  more  chargeable  to  us,  not  quite  so 
effectual,  and  perhapa  in  the  end,  full  as  diflicui* 
to  be  kept  in  obedience. 

With  regard  to  the  high  arbtomtie  spirit  oi 


Virginia  and  the  southern  colonies,  it  haa  been  pr^ 
posed,  I  know,  to  reduce  it  by  declaring  a  geDeral> 
enfranchisement  of  their  slaves.  This  projeei  haa 
had  its  advocates  aad  panegyrists;  yet  I  Dever  coold 
argue  myself  into  an  opinion  of  it  Slaves  art  oAen 
much  atuched  to  their  masters.  A  general  wild 
offer  of  liberty  would  not  always  be  accepted. — 
History  furnishes  few  instances  of  it.  It  is  aoAC- 
times  as  hard  to  persuade  slaves  to  be  free^  aa  it 
is  to  compel  freemen  to  be  slaves,  and  ki  this 
auspicious  scheme,  we  should  have  both  these 
pleasing  tasks  on  our  hands  at  once.  Bat  whc^ 
we  talk  of  enfranchisement,  do  we  not  perceive 
that  the  American  masters  mAy  enfranchiae  too^ 
and  arm  servile  hsndt  id  defence  of  freed—a?  A 
measure  to  which  other  people  have  had  teeoone 
more  than  once,  and  not  withoot  aucoeas,  in  • 
desperate  situation  of  their  affairs. 

Slaves,  as  these  unfortunate  black  people  are^  and 
dull  as  all  men  are  from  slavery,  must  they  not  a 
little  suspect  the  offer  of  freedom  from  that  veiy 
nation  which  has  sold  them  to  their  present  mss- 
ters?  Prom  that  nation,  one  of  whose  causes  of 
quarrel  with  those  masters,  is  their  refuaal  to  desl 
any  more  in  that  inhuman  traffic.^  An  offer  of  free* 
dom  from  England  would  come  raiher  oddly^ 
shipped  to  them  in  an  African  vessel,  which  is 
refused  an  entry  into  the  ports  of  Virginia  and 
Carolinia,  with  a  cargo  of  three  hundred  Angola 
negroes.  It  would  be  curious  to  see  the  Guiaea 
captain  attempting  at  the  same  instant  to  publish 
his  proclamation  uf  liberty,  and  to  advertise  hia 
sale  of  slaves. 

But  let  us  suppose  all  these  moral  difficulties 
got  over.  The  ocean  remains.  You  cannot  pnmp 
this  dry,  and  as  long  as  it  continues  in  its  present 
bed,  so  long  all  the  causea  which  weaken  authority 
by  disunce  will  continue.  <*Ye  Qods  annihilate 
but  space  and  time,  and  make  two  lovers  happy!* 
Was  a  pious  and  passionate  prayer,  but  just  as 
reasonable  as  many  of  the  serious  wishes  of  veij 
grave  and  solemn  politicians. 

If  then,  sir,  it  seems  almost  desperate  to  thiok 
of  any  alternative  course  for  changing  the  moral 
causes  (and  not  quite  easy  to  remove  the  natural) 
which  produce  prejudices  Irreeoncileable  to  the 
late  exercise  of  our  authorit);  but  that  the  spirit 
infallibly  will  continue,  and  continuing,  will  pro> 
(luce  such  effects,  as  now  embarrass  us,  the  second 
mode  under  consideration  is  to  prosecuie  thit 
spirit  in  its  overt  acts  as  criminial. 

At  this  proposition  I  must  pause  a  moment.  The 
thing  seems  a  great  deal  too  big  to  my  i  Jeaa  oC 
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Jurisprudence.  It  should  seem,  to  my  way  of  con 
cciving  such  matters,  that  'here  is  a  very  wide 
difference  in  reason  and  policy,  between  the  mode  of: 


Will  it  not  teach  them  that  the  government,  ^iir^ipst 
\vhi;h  a  claim  of  liberty  is  tantamount  to  h\^h 
treason,  U  a  povetnment  to  which  submis«>ion  is 
proceeding  on  the  irrfffular  conduct  of  scattered  f quivalent  to  slavfry'  It  may  not  alwars  hf  q-.itc 
individuals,  or  even  of  bands  of  men,  who  disturb  convenient  to  impresa  dependent  comriiunitles  vviih 
order  within  the  sUte,  and  the  civil  dissentions   such  an  idea. 

which  may,  from  time  to  tin.e,  on  jjreat  quesiions,  vVe  are,  indeed,  in  all  disputes  with  t!,c  colo- 
ai^tate  the  several  cojnmuniues  which  compose  a  i«ies,  by  the  necessity  of  thinjfs,  tiic  ju^lge.  It  is 
^eat  empire.  It  looks  to  roe  to  be  narrow  and  true,  sir.  IJui  I  confess  that  th^  character  of  juc'ge 
pedantic,  to  apply  the  ordinary  ideas  of  criminal  in  my  own  cause,  is  a  thing  tl^t  frigMens  me.— 
justice  to  this  j?reat  public  contest.  Id.>nolknow  Inaicad  of  filling  m-  vith  pride,  I  am  exceedingly 
the  method  of  drawing  up  an  indictment  SRainsi  humbled  by  ii.  1  cannot  proceed  with  a  stern, 
a  whole  people.  I  cannot  insult  and  ridicule  the  :  assured,  judicial  chamcter.  I  must  have  these 
feelings  of  raillions  of  my  fellow  creatures,  as  sir  jhesitations  as  Inng  as  I  am  compelleJ  to  recollect. 


fid  ward  Coke  insulted  one  excellent  individual 
(sir  Walter  Rnwleigh)  at  the  bar.  I  am  not  lipe 
lo  pass  sentence  on  the  gravest  public  bo<lies, 
entrusted  with  magistracies  of  great  autlioriy  and 
dignity,  and  charged  with  the  safety  of  their  ftl- 
low.«itizen8,  upon  the  very  same  title  that  I  am.  1 
really  think  that,  for  wise  men,  this  is  not  judicious; 
for  sober  men,  not  decent;  fur  minds  tinctured  witli 
humanity,  not  mild  and  merciful. 


that,  in  my  Utile  reading  upon  such  contests  as 
these,  th<»  seise  of  ma-kir.d  has,  at  least,  as  oficn 
decided  aj^niiist  the  su'^erlor  an  the  subordinate 
power.  Sir,  li*t  me  add  too,  tlut  the  opinion  of 
T.y  having  some  abstract  right  in  my  favor,  would 
not  put  me  much  at  my  ease  in  passing  sentence, 
unless  I  could  be  sure  that  there  were  no  rlglits 
which,  in  their  exercises  under  certain  circum- 
stan^^f  .^'ere  not  the  most  odious  of  all  wrongs, 


and  the  most  vexatious  of  al!  injustice.    Sir,  these 
Perhaps,  sir,  I  am  mistaken  in  my  idea  of  an  em- j  considerations  have  great  weight  with  me,  when  I 

find  things  so  circu:nstanced,  that  I  see  the  same 
party,  at  once  a  civil  litigant  agiinst  me  in  a  point 
of  right,  and  a  culprit  bi-fore  me,  while  I  sit  as  a 
criminal  judge,  on  acts  of  his  whose  moral  quality 
is  to  be  decided  upon  the  merits  of  that  very 
litigation.  Men  are  every  now  and  then  put,  by 
the  complexity  of  human  affairs,  into  strange  situa- 
tions; but  justice  is  the  same,  let  the  judge  be  in 
what  situation  he  will. 

There  is,  sir,  also  a  circumstance  which  con- 
vinces me  that  this  mode  of  cri.-ninal  proceeding 
is  not  (at  least  in  the  present  stage  of  ou(  contest) 
altogether  expedient;  which  is  nothni|f  li^ss  th^ 
the  conduct  of  those  very  persoi  s  who  have  seemed 

I 

to  adopt  that  mode,  by  lately  df'claring  a  rebellion 
in  Massachusetts'  Bay,  as  they  had  formerly  ad- 
dressed to  have  traitors  brought  hither  under  an 
act  of  Henry  the  eighth  for  trial.    For  thongh 
rebellion  is  declared,  it  is  not  proceeded  against 
as  such;  nor  have  any  steps  been  taken  towards 
the  apprehension  or  convioiion  of  any  individual 
offender,  either  on  our  late  or  our  former  address; 
but  modes  of  public  coercion  have  been  adopted, 
pirc  tm  insist,  that  if  any  privilege  is  pleaded! and  such  as  have  much  more  restinbUnce  to  a 
against  bis  will,  or  his  acts,  that  his  whole  au-  sort  of  qualified  hostility  towards  an  independent 
tbority  is  denied,  instantly  to  proclaim  rebellion;  power  than  the  punisliroent  of  rebellious  su^jecs. 
to  beat  to  arms,  and  to  put  the  offending  provinces  All  this  seems  rather  inconsistent,  but  it   shews 
.under  the  ban.     Will  not  this,  sir,  very  soon  teach  how  difticult  it  is  to  apply  thcac  juridical  ideas  to 
the  provinces  to  make  no  dislioclions  on  their  part?  t  our  pment  case. 


pirc,  as  distinguis!ied  from  a  single  state  or  king- 
dom.   But  my  idea  of  it  is  thit«,  that  an  empire  is 
the  aggregate  of  many  states  under  one  common 
'head;  whether  this  head  be  a  monarch  or  a. presid- 
ing republic.    It  does,  in  such  constitutions,  fe- 
quently  happen  (and  nothing  but  the  dismal,  cold, 
dead  uniformity  of  servitude  can  prevent  its  hap 
pening)  that  the  subord mate  parts  have  many  local 
privileges  and  immunities.     Between  these  pri- 
vilegeSy  and  the  supreme  common  authority,  the 
line  may  be  extremely  nice.    Of  course  disputes, 
often  too,  very  bitter  disputes,  and  much  ill-blood, 
will   arise.      But  thougli    every  privilege   is  an 
exemption  (in  the  case)  from  tlie  ordinary  exer- 
cise of  the  supreme  authority,  it  is  no  denial  of  it. 
The  claim  of  privilege  seems  rather,  ex  vi  termini; 
to  imply  a  superior  power.    For  to  talk  of  the  pri 
▼ileges  of  a  state,  or  of  a  person,  who  has  no  su- 
perior, is  hardly  any  better  than  speaking  nonsense. 
Now,  in  such  unfortunate  quarrels,  among  the 
component  parts  of  a  great  political  union  of  com- 
munities, I  can  scarcely  conceive  any  thing  more 
ipletely  imprudent,  than  for  the  head  of  the  em- 
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In  this  situation,  let  us  'seriou&ly  and  coolly 
ponder.  What  is  it  we  have  got  by  all  our  menaces, 
vbicli  have  b<*en  many  and  ferocious?  What  ad- 
vantag'e  have  we  derived  fiom  the  penal  laws  we 
bave  passed,  and  which,  for  the  time,  have  been 
severe  and  numerous?    What  advances  have  we 


on  the  contrary,  a  right  of  taxation  is  neccnaiily 
involved  in  the  general  principle  of  legislation,  and 
inseparable  from  the  ordinary  supreme  power?—- 
These  are  deep  questions,  where  great  nainet 
militate  against  each  otlien  where  reason  in  per* 
plexed,  and  an  appeal  to  authorities  only  thickens 


made  towards  our  object  by  the  sending  of  a  force!  the  confusion.  For  high  and  reverend  authoritiet 
%1'bich,  by  land  and  sea,  is  no  contemptible  strength?  lift  up  their  heads  on  both  sides,  and  there  is  do 
Has  the  disorder  abated?  Nothing  less.-" When  I'aure  footing  in  the  middle.  This  point  is  the 
see  things  in  this  situation,  after  such  confident  i  great  Serbonian  bog,  betwixt  Damiata  and  Mount 
hope5,  bold  promiset^,  and  active  exertions,  I  can-ICassius  old,  where  armies  whole  bave  sunk.  I  do 
not,  for  my  life,  avoid  a  suspicion  that  the  plsn  itself  |  not  intend  to  be  overwhelmed  in  that  bog,  though 
is  not  correctly  right.  j  in  such  respectable  company.    The  question  with 

me  is,  not  whether  you  have  a  right  to  render  your 


people  miserable,  but  whether  it  is  not  your  iB> 
,  terest  to  make  them  happy?    It  is  not  what  a  law- 


If  then  the  removal  of  the  causes  of  this  spirit 

of  American  liberty  be,  for  the  greater  part,  or 

rjither  entirely,  impracticable;  if  the  ideas  of  crimi-  ^  .,  _  ,     .    ^     .       . 

,.*...  .^        ....  I  yer  tells  me  I  may  do,  but  what  humanity, 

jial  process  be  inapplicable,  or,  if  applicable,  are ,      ,  .      .      ^  ..  ,        . .  .     j       »  i- . 

.,.,         ..  ,.  iand  justice  tells  me  I  ought  to  do.    Is  a  politic 

in  the  highest  degree  inexpedient,  what  wayycii     ^  ,.  *      .    ,  ,    • 

.     ,  **  .  '  -^     <  act  the  worse  for  being  a  generous  one?    Is  no 

remains?    No  way  is  open  but  the  third  and  last;  I  ......      u-  .   .         *    ^ 

,    '         '^   .  '  concession  proper,  but  that  which  is  made  mm 

to  comply  with  the  American  spirit  as  necessary,!  .    r    •  i..  *    i_  u  ^  »    #v_ 

.^  ...  .    .your  want  of  right  to  keep  what  you  grant?    Or 

or  if  you  please,  to  submit  to  It  as  a  necessary  evil.;  ,       .^ ,  .  ..     .^     r     i     . 

'      '^  '  docs  it  lessen  the  grace  or  dignity  of  relaxing  m 


If  we  adopt  this  mode,  if  we  mean  to  contiliatc  ^^^  *"'^'"  ^'■»"  '^^^^^^  «*•'"»  ^«»"*«  ^^  *>«« 
and  concede,  let  us  see  of  what  nature  the  con-'y^"''  evidence  room  full  of  titles,  and  aU  those 


cetiion  ought  to  be?  To  ascertain  the  nature  of 
.our  concession,  we  must  look  at  their  complaint 
The  colonies  complain  that  they  have  not  the 
characteristic  mark  and  seal  of  British  freedom. 
They  complain,  that  they  are  taxed  in  a  parliament, 
in  which  they  are  not  represented.  If  you  mean 
to  satisfy  them  at  all,  you  must  satisfy  them  with 
regard  to  this  complaint.  If  you  mean  to  please 
any  people,  you  must  give  them  the  boon  which 
they  ask;  not  what  }ou  may  think  better  for  them, 
but  of  a  kind  totally  different.  Such  an  act  may 
be  a  wiste  regulation,  but  it  is  no  concession;  where- 
as our  present  theme  h»  the  mode  of  giving  satisfac- 
tion. 

Sir,  I  think  you  must  perceive,  that  I  a.*n  reaolved 
this  day  to  have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion  of  the  right  of  taxation.  Some  gentlemen 
startle-^but  it  is  true.  I  put  it  totally  out  of  the 
question.  It  is  less  than  nothing  in  my  considera- 
tion. I  do  not  indeed  wonder,  nor  will  you,  sir, 
that  grntltmen  of  profound  learning  are  fond  of 
displaying  it  on  this  profound  subject.  But  my  con- 
sideration is  narrow,  confined,  and  wholly  limited 
to  the  policy  of  the  question.  I  do  not  examine, 
whether  the  giving  away  a  man's  money  be  a 
power  excepted  and  reserved  out  of  the  general 
Uust  of  government,  and  how  far  all  mankind,  in 
all  forms  of  polity,  are  entitled  to  an  exercise  of 
that  right  by  the  charter  of  nature.    Op  whether. 


arms?  Of  what  avail  are  they,  when  the  reason  of 
the  thing  tells  me,  that  the  assertion  of  title  iatbe 
loss  of  my  suit;  and  that  I  could  do  nothing  bat 
wound  myself  by  the  use  of  my  own  we^MNia? 

Such  is  stedfastly  gay  opinion  of  the  ahaolate 
necessity  of  keeping  up  the  concord  of  this  empire 
by  a  unity  of  spirit,  though  in  a  diversity  of  opera- 
tions; tliat,  if  I  were  sure  the  colonists  had,  at  their 
lesving  this  country,  sealed  a  regular  compact  of 
servitude;  that  they  bad  solemnly  abjured  all  the 
rights  of  citizens;  that  they  had  made  a  vow  to 
renoimce  all  ideas  of  liberty,  for  them  and  their 
posterity,  to  all  generations;  yet  I  should  hold  my** 
self  obliged  to  conform  to  the  temper  1  found 
universally  prevalent  in  my  own  day,  and  to  govern 
two  millions  of  men,  impatient  of  servitude,  on  the 
principles  of  freedom.  1  am  not  determining  a  point 
of  law;  I  am  restoring  tranquility,  and  the  general 
character  and  situation  of  a  people  must  determine 
what  sort  of  government  is  fitted  for  them.  That 
point  nothing  else  can  or  ought  to  determine. 

My  idea,  therefore,  without  considering  whether 
we  yield  as  matter  of  right,  or  grant  as  matter  of 
favor,  is  to  admit  the  people  of  our  colonies  into 
an  interest  in  the  constitution;  and,  by  recording 
that  admission  in  the  journals  of  parliament,  to  give 
them  as  strong  an  assurance  as  the  nature  of  the 
thing  will  admit,  that  we  mean  forever  to  adhere  to 
thai  itoiemn  dsclaration  of  systematic  indulgence. 
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Some  years  ago  the  repeal  of  a  revenue  act,  up-l  the  advocates  of  colony  taxes  to  a  clear  aJmission 


on  its  ondfrstood  principle,  might  have  served  to 
shew  that  ve  intended  an  unconditional  abatement 
of  the  exercise  of  a  taxing  power.  Such  a  mea- 
sure was  then  sufficient  to  remove  all  suspicion, 
snd  to  give  perfect  content.  But  unfortunate 
events,  since  that  time,  may  make  something  far- 
ther necessary,  and  not  more  necessary  for  the 
saiiafaction  of  the  colonies  than  for  the  dignity  and 
consistency  of  our  own  future  proceedings. 

I  have  taken  a  very  incorrect  measure  of  the  dis- 
position of  the  house,  if  this  proposal  in  itself 
would  be  received  with  dislike.  I  think,  sir,  we 
have  few  American  financiers.  But  our  misfortune 
is,  we  are  too  acute,  we  are  too  exquisite  in  our 
conjectures  of  the  future,  for  men  oppressed  with 
such  great  and  present  evils.    The  more  moderate 


of  the  futility  of  the  scheme,  then,  sir,  the  sleeping 
trade  laws  revive  from  their  trance;  and  this,  unlesa 
t/ucation  is  to  be  kept  sacred,  not  for  its  own  sake, 
but  as  a  counterguard  and  security  of  the  laws  of 
trade. 

Then,  sir,  you  keep  up  revenue  laws  which  sre 
mischievous,  in  order  to  preserve  trade  laws  that 
are  useless;  such  is  the  wisdom  of  our  plan  in  both 
its  members.  They  are  separately  given  up  as  of 
no  value,  and  yet  one  is  always  to  be  defended  for 
the  sake  of  the  other.  But  I  cannot  agree  with 
the  noble  lord,  nor  wiih  the  pamphlet  from  whence 
beseems  to  have  borrowed  these  ideas, concerning 
the  inutility  of  the  trade  laws.  For  without  idoliz- 
ing them,  1  am  sure  they  are  still,  in  many  ways, 
of  great  use  to  us;  and  in  former  times  they  have 


among  the  opposers  of  parliamentary  concession^bcen  of  the  greatest.  They  do  confine,  and  they 
freely  confess,  that  they  hope  nogoodfrom  taxation, ;*^<>  greatly  narrow,  the  market  for  thft  Americans, 
but  they  apprehend  the  colonists  have  further  views,  j  ^"*  "*y  perfect  conviction  of  this  does  not  help  me 
and  if  this  point  were  conceded,  they  would  instant-:  "*  ****  *«"^  ^o  discern  how  the  revenue  laws  form 


ly  attack  the  trade  laws.  These  gentlemen  are 
convinced,  that  this  was  the  intention  from  the 
beginning,  and  the  quarrel  of  the  Americans  with 


any  accurity  whatsoever  ts  the  commercial  regula« 
tionF;  or  that  these  commercial  regulations  sre  the 
true  ground  of  the  quarrel,  or  that  the  giving  away. 


taxation  was  no  more  than  a  cloke  and  a  cover  toj*"  ""^  0"«  instance  of  authority,  is  to  lose  all  that 
thia  design.    Such  has  been  the  Ungunge  even  of  "**y  remain  unconcedcd. 
ft  gentleman*  of  real  moderation,  and  of  a  natural 
temper  well  adjusted  to  fair  and  equal  govern > 


aent.    I  am,  however,  sir,  not  a  little  surprised  at 
this  kind  of  discourse,  whenever  I  hear  i';  and  I 


One  fact  is  clear  and  indisputable.    The  public 

and  avowed  origin  of  this  quarrel  was  on  taxation* 

This  quarrel  has  indeed  brought  on  new  disputes, 

.^         ^.     ,  *    r  .u  .    ^"  "^^^^  qtiestions;  but  certainly  the  least  bitter, 

am  more  surprised,  on  account  of  the  argument/       ,   ,     ^  ... 

....  *     .1     c  J  •  ...     *  and  the  fewest  of  ail,  on  the  trade  laws.    To  judge 

which  I  constantly  find  in  company  with  it,  aic      . .  .      .    .  .  jo 

. .  .  -,  .  -        ..  u         «  '^*^**^'*  ®^  ^*^*  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  real  radical  cause  of 

which  are  often  urged  from  the  same  mouths,  »ii  i  ,  .         ,  ... 

..  J         «      .    .  u  ,       ^r»*rrcl,  we  have  to  see  whether  the  commercial 

on  the  same  day.    For  instance,  when  we  allege   ..       ........ 

..   ^.^.  .    .  ■  ,  ,         ,     **   jdispuie  did,  in  order  of  time,  precede  the  dispute 

that  It  IS  against  reason  to  tax  a  people  under  so!      .       ..     ,    «,.         .  \    ,  .      . 

.    .  ,  .^      .        .  .    '  on  taxation?    There  is  not  a  shadow  of  evidence 

many  restraints  to  trade  as  the  Americans,  the i..     .....  ,         ,.  .    .        .     . 

,,     ,,...,.»        .u     J    .    ..     ..  L     i'of»^'    Next,  to  enable  us  to  judge  whether  atthli 

noble  lordf  m  the  blue  riband  shall  tell  you,  that  ..       ..  .-i  .^  .     T        .  ••■*•■■ 

*  ^     *  moment  a  dislike  to  the  trade  laws  be  the  real 


the  restraints  on  trade  are  futile  and  useless;  of 
fto  advantage  to  us,  and  of  no  burthen  to  those  on 
whom  they  are  imposed;  that  the  trade  to  America 
is  not  secured  by  the  acts  of  navigiitinn,  but  by  the 
natural  and  irresistible  advantage  of  a  commericial 
l^reference. 

Such  is  the  merit  of  the  trade  laws  in  tliis  posture 


cause  of  quarrel,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  put 
the  taxes  out  of  the  question  by  a  repeal.  See  how 
the  Americans  act  U\  this  position,  and  then  you 
will  be  able  to  discern  correctly  what  is  the  true 
object  of  the  controversy,  or  whether  any  contro- 
versy at  all  will  remain.^  Unless  you  consent  to 
remove  this  cause  of  difference,  it  is  impossible, 
of  the  debate.  But  when  strong  internal  circum-  ^'''^  decency,  to  assert  that  the  dispute  is  not  up- 
itances  are  urged  against  the  taxes)  when  the  j^"  **^*^  '^  *■  avowed  to  be.  And  I  would,  sir,  re- 
teheme  is  dissected;  when  experience  and  the  na  |  commend  to  your  serious  consideration  whether  it 
ture  of  things  are  brought  to  prove,  and  do  prove,  I  ^^  Prtid^nt  to  form  a  rule  for  punishing  people,  not 
the  utter  impossibility  of  obtaining  an  eflcctlvej  "  ^*^««^ov  •c^"*  buton  your  conjedures.  Surely 
revenue  from  the  colonies;  when  these  things  are; *^ '*  P^P®*^'*'*'"**^  ^^^^''^rx  *>c«t.  Itis  not  jNs;ify. 
prcsaed,  or  rather  press  themselves,  so  as  to  drivi- 1  ***&  your  anger  by  their  misconduct,  but  it  is  con- 

*~rr; — T^ — -.^C'ting  your  ill-will  into  their  delinquency. 

•Mr.  Hire,  I  ^         ' 

♦Lort  Nort'i.  ^      ^        [     Bu^  y^^  co\oii\t»  V\\\  ^o  Sw\\k^T.— h\%»\ 
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.^';1lV1icii  vHI  thi«  speculating  afpiiMtftct  and  naiMmiiiMUntl^  communieated  to  fretandi  ind  «• 
j^  md?    What  will  quiet  these  panic  fears,  which  we|  equally  sure  that  atmoet  eveiy  sueoewire  iiprug^i  * 
entertain  of  the  hostile  effrat  of  a  conciliatory  con 
dtict?    Is  it  tme  that  no  case  can  exist,  in  which 
it  is  proper  fur  the  sovereign  to  accede  to  the 
desires  of  his  discontented  subjects?    Is  thete  any 
tliing  peculiar  in  this  case,  to  make  a  rule  for 
lYself  ?    U  all  authority  of  ooarse  lost,  when  it  is 
not  pushed  to  the  eztrtme.?    Is  it  a  certain  maiim, 
that  the  fewer  causes  of  disaatisfiwtion  that  are  left 
by  goromment,  the  more  the  subject  will  be  iuclin- 
cd  to  resist  and  rebel? 

All  these  object  loos,  being  in  fact  no  more  than 
fuspicions,  conjectures,  divinations  formed  in  defi- 
ance of  fact  and  experience,  did  not,  sir,  discourage 
ne  from  entertaining  the  idea  of  a  conciliatory 
eoncessioo,  founded  on  the  principles  1  have  just 
•toted.  ' 

In  fiirming  a  plan  fbrjhis  purpose,  I  endesTored 
.  to  put  myself  in  that  frame  of  mind,  which  was  the 
most  natural,  and  the  moat  reasonable;  and  which 
was  (sertainly  the  most  probable  means  of  securing 
on  from  all  error.  I  act  out  with  a  perfect  distrust 
of  my  own  abilities;  a  total  renunciation  of  every 
peculation  of  my  own,  and  with  a  profound  reve- 

r 

rence  fbr  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  who  have 
left  us  the  inheritance  of  so  happy  a  constitution, 
and  so  flourishing  sn  empire,  and  what  is  a  thousand 
times  more  valuable,  the  treasury  of  the  maxims 
*  and  principles  which  formed  the  one,  and  obtained 
the  other. 

During  the  reigns  of  the  kings  of  Spain  of  the 
Austrian  f>imily,  whenever  they  were  at  a  loss  in 
the  Spanish  councils,  it  was  common  for  their  states- 
men to  say,  that  they  ought  to  consult  the  genius 
of  Philip  the  second.  The  genius  of  Philip  the 
second  might  mislead  them,  and  the  issue  of  their 
afTairs  shewed  that  they  had  not  chosen  the  most 
perfect  standard.  But,  sir,  I  am  sure  that  I  shall 
not  be  misled,  when,  in  a  case  of  constitutional 
difficulty,  I  coMolt  Ibe  genius  of  the  BnglUh  con-  '      '^^^^  ^e  sVkI  to"h«ve  ever  formally  taxed  her. 


ment  in  constitntionrsl  liberty,  as  halt  as  it 
made  here,  was  transmitted  thltlier.  Tbe  f^ndril 
bsronage,  and  tfa^  feudal  knighthood,  'tbe  rooU  of 
our  primitive  constitution,  were  early  transfAantcd 
into*  that  aoil;  and  grew  and  flourished  there.-^ 
Magna  Charta,  if  it  did*not  give  us  originnll/  thft 
house,  gave  us  at  least  a  bouse  of  ooorauma  of 
weight  and  consequence.  But  yoor  aneeitoiw  did 
not  churlishly  sit  down  alone  to  the  feast  of  Magna 
Gharta.  Ireland  was  msde  immediately  a  partaker. 
This  benefit  of  English  lawa  and  liberties,  I  con- 
fess, was  not  at  first  extended  tto  all  Irdaad.  Mark 
the  consequence.  English  aothotity,  and  Engliih 
liberties  bad  exactly  the  same  boun^sriea.  Tonr 
Standard  eould  never  be  advanced  an  Inch  bdbie 
your  privileges.  Sir  John  Davis  ahews,  beyond  n 
doubt,  that  the  refusal  of  a  general  fommunicstjon 
of  these  rights,  wss  the  true  cause  why  Irehnd 
was  five  hundred  yesrs  in  subduing;  and  af^er  the 
vain  projecu  of  a  military  gofcmmentt  nttempted 
in  the  reign  of  queen  Elisabeth,  it  was  soon  dis- 
covered, that  nothing  could  make  thnt  country 
English,  in  civility  and  allegiance,  but  yoor  lawn 
and  your  forms  of  legislsture.  It  was  not  EngUsk 
arms,  but  the  English  constitution,  that  eonqoered 
Ireland.  From  that  time,  Ireland  bM  ^^^  knd  n 
general  parliament  as  she  had  before  n  partial 
parliament;  you  changed  the  people,  you  altered 
the  religion,  but  you  never  touched  the  form  or  the 
vital  substance  of  free  government.  You  deposed 
<irgs;  you  restored  them;  you  altered  the  sncces- 
sion  to  theirs,  as  well  as  to  your  own  crown;  but 
you  never  altered  their  constitution;  the  principle 
of  which  Wks  respected  by  usurpation;  restored 
with  the  restoration  of  monarchy,  and  established, 
1  trust  forever,  by  the  glorious  revolution.  This 
has  mttde  Ireland  the  great  and  flourishing  king- 
dom that  it  is;  and  from  a  disgrace  and  a  burthen 
iniolcrable  to  this  nation,  has  rendered  her  a  princi* 
pA  part  of  our  strength  and  ornnment.  This 


stttution.  Consulting  at  that  oracle  (it  was  with 
ril  due  humility  and  piety)  I  found  four  capital 
examples  in  a  similar  case  before  me,  those  of  Ire 
land,  Wales,  Chester,  and  l>urham. 

Ireland,  before  the  English  conquest,  though 
never  governed  by  a  despotic  power,  had  no  parlia- 
ment. lla«r  far  the  English  psrliument  was  at  that 
ti'ue  modelled,  according  to  the  present  ft;rm,  is 


The  irrcg'jtarthi''.g:»done  iti  theconfusiort  of  mighty 
troubles,  and  on  the  hing?  of  great  revolutioai, 
even  if  all  were  done  thdt  is  said  to  have  been  doiie, 
form  no  example.  If  ihry  have  any  eftcct  in  ar^* 
jment,  they  make  an  exception  to  prove  the  rule. 
None  of  your  own  li'ieriies  could  stand  a  moment^ 
if  the  casual  deviations  from  them,  at  such  times, 
were  suffered  to  be  used  a«  proofs  of  their  nnllity. 
disputed  among  antiquarians.  But  we  have  all  By  the  lucrative  amount  of  such  casual  breaches 
the  reason  in  the  world  to  be  assured  that  a  form  in  the  constitution,  jiJge  whai  the  stated  and 
of  parliiftent,  such  m  England  then  wjoydH  she '  fii^d  rule  of  supply  has  been  in  that  kingdom. 
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Your  IrUb  pensioners  would  stftrre,  if  they  had  no 
other  fund  to  live  on  than  taxes  g^nted  by  Eng- 
lish authority.  Turn  your  eyes  to  those  popular 
grants  from  whence  all  your  j^"^*^  supplies  are 
Gomei  tnd  learn  to  respect  that  only  source  of  pub- 
lie  wealth  in  the  British  empire. 

ftfy  next  example  is  Wales.  This  country  was 
said  to  be  reduced  by  Henry  the  third.  It  was 
said  more  truly  to  be  so  by  Edward  the  first.  But 
though  Hhen  conquered,  it  was  not  looked  upon  as 
Any  part  of  the  realm  of  England.  Its  old  con 
stitution,  whatever  that  might  have  been,  was 
destroyed,  and  no  good  one  was  substituted  in  its 
place.  The  care  of  that  tract  was  put  into  the 
JiJind  of  lord  Marchers — a  form  of  government  of 
a  very  singular  kind;  a  strange  heterogenfous 
monster,  something  between  hostility  and  govern- 
ment; perhaps  it  has  a  sort  of  resemblance,  accord- 
ing to  the  modes  of  tliose  times,  to  that  of  com- 
mander in  chief  at  present,  to  wliom  all  civil 
power  is  granted  as  secondary.  The  manners  of 
the  Welch  nation  followed  tkc  genius  of  the  go- 
vernment; the  people  were  ferocious,  restive, 
savage,  and  uncultivated;  sometimes  composed, 
never  pacified.  Wales  within  itself  was  in  per- 
petual  disorder;  and  it  kept  the  frontier  of  Eng- 
land  in  perpetual  alarm.  Benefits  from  it  to  the 
state  there  were  none.  Wales  was  only  known  to 
England  by  incursion  and  invasiuii. 

Sir,  during  that  state  of  things,  parliament  was 
not  idle.    They  attempted  to  subdue  the  fierce 
ipirit  of  the  Welch  by  all  sorts  of  rigorous  laws. 
they  prohibited  by  statute  the  sending  all  sorts 
of  arms  into  Wales,  as  you  prohibit  by  proclama- 
tion (with  something  more  of  doubt  on  the  legality ) 
the  tending  arms  to  America.    They  disarmed 
the  Welch  by  statute  as  you  attempted  (but  still 
%ith  more  question  on  the  legality)  to  disarm  New 
England  by  instruction.    They  made  an  act  to 
^ng  offenders  from  Wales  into  England  for  trial, 
^«  you  have  done  (but  wivh  more  hardship)  with 
^ei^rd  to  America.    By  another  act,  where  one 
if  the  parties  was  an  Englishman,  they  ordained 
his  trikl  should  be  always  by  KnglJsli.    They 
•made  acts  to  restrain  trade,  as  you  do,  .ind  they 
^>revented  the  Welch  from  the  use  of  fairji  and 
^narkets,  as  you  do  the  Americans  from  fisheries 
^nd  foreign  pons.  In  short,  when  the  statute  book 
^^as  not  quite  so  much  swelled  a<i  it  is  now,  you 
tind  no  less  than  fifteen  acts  of  penal  regulation  on 
the  subject  of  Wales. 

Here  we  rub  our  hands— A  fine  body  of  pre- 
cedenu  for  tJie  tu;hority  of  parliament,  uid  the 


use  of  it!  1  admit  it  fully,  and  pr^y  add  l.ke  '  ise 
to  these  precedents,  that  all  the  while  Wales  eyed 
this  kingdom  like  an  incubus;  that  it  was  an  un- 
profitable and  oppressive  burthen;  and  that  an 
Englishman,  travelling  in  that  country,  could  not 
go  six  yards  from  the  high  road  without  being 
murdered. 

The  march  of  the  human  mind  is  slow,  sir;  it 
was  not  until  afier  two  hundred  years  discovered, 
•hat,  by  an  eternal  law.  Providence  had  decreed 
vexation  to  violence  and  poverty  to  repine.  Your 
ancestors  did  however  at  length  open  their  eyes 
to  the  ill  husbandry  of  injustice.  They  found  that 
the  tyranny  of  a  free  people  could,  of  all  tyrannies, 
the  least  be  endured,  and  that  laws  made  against 
a  whole  nation  were  not  the  most  effectual  methods 
for  securing  its  obedience.  Accordingly,  in  the 
twenty-seventh  year  of  Henry  VIII.  the  course  was 
entirely  altered.  With  a  preamble  slating  the 
entire  and  perfect  rights  of  the  crown  of  KngUod, 
it  gave  to  the  Welch  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  English  subjects.  A  political  order  was  estab- 
Hsttcd;  the  military  power  gave  way  to  the  civil; 
the  marches  were  turned  into  counties.  Bat  that 
a  nation  should  have  a  right  to  English  libertiejr, 
*nd  yet  no  share  at  all  in  the  fundamental  security 
of  these  liberties,  the  grant  of  their  own  property, 
seemed  a  thing  so  incongruous,  that  eight  years 
after,  that  is,  in  i!ie  thlrty.fifth  of  that  reign,  a 
complete  and  not  ill  proportioned  representation 
by  counties  and  boroughs  was  bestowed  upos  ^. 
Wales,  by  act  of  parliament.  I'rom  Ihfct  moment,  as 
by  a  charm,  the  tumults  subsided;  obedience  was 
restored,  peace,  order,  and  civilization  followed 
in  the  train  of  liberty.— When  the  day  star  of  tl:e 
English  constitution  had  arisen,  la  their  hearts,  dl 
was  harmony  within  and  without. 
Simul  alba  nautis 
Stella  refulsit, 
Defluit  faxis  agitstus  hnmorj 
Concidunt  venti,  fugiuntque  niibes; 
Kt  minax  (quod  sic  voluere)  ponto 
I'nda  recumbit. 

T!ie  very  same  year  the  coimty  palatine  of  Ches- 
ter received  the  same  relief  from  its  oppres^'.ons, 
and  tlie  same  remedy  to  its  disorders.  Bofore  this 
time  Chester  was  little  less  distempered  than 
Wales.  Tiie  inhabitants,  without  rights  them- 
selves, were  the  fittest  to  destroy  the  rights  of 
others;  and  from  thence  Uichard  11.  drew  the 
standing  army  of  archers,  with  which  for  a  time 
be  oppressed  EngUiid.  The  people  of  Chester  ap- 
plied 10  parliament  in  a  petition,  penned  as  I  ah3.ll 
«rtd  to  you*. 
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"Til  I  he  king,  our  soveteifj^  lord,  in  most  hum- 
ble wiec  f*'ewn  unto  your  excellent  mtjesty,  the 
inbahittntfl  of  your  grtcft's  county  palatine  of  Che« 
ter,  that  where  the  said  county  palatine  of  Chester 
is  and  hath  been  always  hitherto  exempt,  excluded 


Chester  followed,  that  the  style  of  the  preamble  if 
nearly  the  same  with  that  of  the  Chester  act;  and 
without  aiTecting  the  absTract  extent  of  the  au- 
thority of  parliament.  It  recognizes  the  equity  of 
not  sufTvring  any  considerable  district  in  which  the 


an'^  separated  out  and  from  your  high  court  ofj  British  subjects  may  act  as  a  body,  to  be  taxed 

parliament,  to  have  any  kniffhts  or  burgesses  with- 1  without  their  own  voice  in  the  grant. 

in  the  said  court;  by  reraion  whereof  the  said  inha- 1     ^^^  .^  ^^^  doctrines  of  policy  contained  in  these 


bita  ts  liave  hitherto  sustained  manifold  disherisons, 
lessen  and  damages,  as  well  in  their  Innds,  goods, 


preambles,  and  the  force  of  these  examples  in  the 
acts  of  parliament,  avail  any  thing,  what  can  be 


and  bodies,  as  in  the  good,  civil,  and  politic  govern-  ^^^^  ^^^.^^^^  applying  them  with  regard  to  America? 


ance  And  maintenance  of  the  commonwealth  of  their 
said  county.  (2.)  And  forasmuch  as  the  said  inha- 
bitants have  always  hitherto  been  bound  by  the 
adts  and  statutes  made  and  ordained  by  your  said 
highness,  and  your  most  noble  progenitors,  by  au 
thority  of  the  said  court,  as  far  forth  as  other  coun- 
ties, cities,  and  boroughs  have  been,  that  have  had 
their  knights  and  burgesses  within  your  said  court 
of  parliament,  and  yet  have  had  neither  knight 
nor  burgesses  there  for  the  said  county  palatine; 


Are  not  the  people  of  America  as  much  English- 
men  as  the  Welch?  The  preauible  of  the  act  of 
Henry  VIII.  says,  the  Welch  speak  a  language  no 
way  resembling  that  of  his  majesty's  English  sub- 
jects. Are  the  Americans  not  so  numerous?  If  we 
may  trust  the  learned  and  accurate  judge  Barring- 
ton's  account  of  Xorth  Wales,  and  take  that  as  a 
standard  to  measure  the  rest,  there  is  no  com- 
parison. Tlie  people  cannot  amount  to  above 
200,000;  not  a  tenth  part  of  the  number  in  the 


the  said  inhabitants,  for  lack  thereof,  have  been ;  colonies.  Is  America  in  rebellion?  Wales  was 
oftentimes  touched,  and  grieved  with  acU  and'hupdly  free  from  it.  Have  you  attempted  to  govern 
statutes   made   within    the   said  court,   as   well  America  by  penal  sUtutes?    You  made  fifteen  for 


derogatory  unto  the  most  ancient  jurisdictions,  li- 
berties, and  privileges  of  your  said  county  palatine, 
as  prejudicial  unto  the  commonwealth,  quietness, 
rest,  and  peace  of  your  grace's  most  bounden  sub- 
jects inhabiting  within  the  same." 

What  did  parliament  with  this  audacious  ad- 


Wales.    But  your  legislative  authority  is  perfect 

with  regard  to  America;  was  it  less  perfect  in 

Wales,  Chester,  and  Durham?    But  America  it 

virtually  represented.    What!    Does  the  electric 

force  of  virtual  representation  more  eaaily  pasa 

over  the  Atlantic,  than  pervade  Wales,  which  lies 

in  your  neighborhood;  or  than  Chester  and  Durfaaa 
dress?    Reject  it  as  a  libel?    Treat  it  as  an  affront  •       «^     j^ .  .       w     j  r  .  .•      .i.  .  • 

•^  I  surrounded  by  abundance  of  representation  that  IS 

to  fpovemment?    Spurn  it  as  a  derogation  from  the !     .     ,        ,        »«  ui^a     i>  *      • 

o  f  t>  -actual   and   palpable?    But,   sir,   your  avcestort 

rights  of  legislature?    Did  they  toss  it  over  the'  .        u»  ♦»,•  *    r  -•  *     i  *  *•        u 

Ob  J  thought  this  sort  of  virtual  representation,  how- 

ever ample,  to  be  totally  insufllicient  for  the  free- 
dom of  the  inhabitants  of  territories  that  are  so 
near,  and  comparailvely  so  inconsiderable.  How 
then  can  I  think  it  sufficient  for  those  which  are 


table?  Did  they  burn  it  by  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mon hangman'  They  took  the  petition  of  griev- 
ance, all  rugged  as  ii  was,  without  softening,  or 
temperament,  unpurged  of  the  original  bitterness 

.nd  indiKnation  of  complaint;  they  made  it  theii„g„.,^,y  ^^^^^^^  ^^  j^g^j^^l^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^ 
very  preamble  to  their  act  of  redress;  and  con- 
secratcd  its  principle  to  all  ages  on  the  sanctuary 
of  legislation. 


You  will  now,  sir,  perhaps,  imsgine  that  I  am 
on  the  point  of  proposing  to  you  a  scheose  for  a 
representation  of  the  colonies  in  parliament.  Per^ 
haps  1  might  be  inclined  to  entertain  some  such 


Here  is  my  third  example.    It  was  attended 

with  the  success  of  my  two  former.      Chester,  ,      ,  «      , 

.  ...     ,  II       «- 1       ,.      J  .        ,    ,      I  thought;  but  a  great  flood  stops  me  m  my  course.' 

civilized  as  well  as  Wales,  has  demonstrated  that  .  . 

^      ,  ,..«..  ^  .       Opposuit    natura— I   cannot  remove   the   eternal 

freedom  and  not  servitude,  is  the  cure  of  anarchy;  I.       .         ^  .  „,.,... 

...  1      .    .u  •  ..  ,    /     barn -rs  of  the  creation.    1  he  thing  m  that  mode. 

as  religion,  and  not  atheism,  18  the  true  remedy  for  ;     ,  .  .  ., ,  

.  .  1  do  not  know  to  be  possible.    As  1  meddle  with 

superstiiion. 


Sir,  this  pattern  of  Chester  was  followed  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  with  regard  lo  the  county 
palatine  of  Durham,  which  is  my  fourth  example. 
This  county  had  long  lam  out  of  the  pale  of  free 
legislation.    So  scrupulously  was  the  example  of 


possibh 
no  theory,  I  do  not  absolutely  assert  the  impractica- 
bility of  such  a  representation.  Hut  I  do  not  see 
my  way  to  it}  and  those  who  have  been  more 
r:onfident,  have  not  been  more  successful.  How* 
ever,  the  arm  of  public  benevolence  is  not  shorten- 
ed, and  there  arc  often  several  means  to  the  same 
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«nd.     What  nature  has  disjoined  in  one  way,  wit-  ttion.     The  first  is  a  resolution — "That  the  colonies 
doRi  may  unit«;  in  another.    Whtn  we  cannot  give  j  and  plantations  of  Great  Britain  th  North  America^ 


the  benefit  as  we  would  wish,  let  u%  not  refuse  it 
mltogetber.  If  we  cannot  give  the  principal,  let 
us  find  a  substitute.  But  how?  Where?  What 
substitute? 

Fortunately  I  am  not  obliged^  for  the  ways  and 
means  of  this  substitute,  to  tax  my  own  unproduc- 
tive invention.  I  am  not  even  obliged  to  go  to  the 
rich  treasury  of  the  fertile  friimers  of  imaginary 
commonwealths;  not  to  the  republic  of  Plato,  not 
to  the  Utopia  of  Moore,  not  to  the  oceans  of 
HarriDgton.  It  is  before  me. — It  is  at  my  feet, 
snd'  the  rude  swain  treads,  daily  on  it  with  his 
clouted  fthoon.  I  only  wish  you  to  recognize,  for 
the  theory,  the  ancient  constitutional  policy  of  this 
kmgdom  with  regurd  to  representation,  as,  that 
policy  hat  been  declared  in  acts  of  parliament;  and 
as  to  the  p^ctice,  to  return  to  that  mode  which 
an  uniform  experience  has  marked  out  to  you  as 
best;  and  in  which  you  walked  with  security,  ad- 
vantage,  and  honor,  until  the  year  1763. 

My  resokitions,  therefore,  mean  to  establish  the 
equity  and  justice  of  a  taxation  of  America  by 
gnoii  and  not  by  imposition.  To  mark  the  legal 
competency  of  the  colony  assemUlta  for  the  sup- 
port of  their  ^vemment  in  peace^  and  for  public 
aids  in  time  of  war.  To  acknowledge  that  this 
legal  competency  has  had  a  dutiful  and  beneficial 
49efcisei  and  that  experience  has  shewn  the  bene* 
fit  of  their  grants,  and  the  futility  of  parliamentary 
taxation  as  a  method  of  supply. 

These  aolid  truths  compose  six  fundamental  pro- 
positions. There  are  three  more  resolutions 
corollary  to  these.  If  you  admit  the  first  set  you 
can  hardly  reject  the  others.  But  if  you  admit 
the  first,  I  shall  be  far  from  solicitous  whether  you 
accept  or  refuse  the  last  I  think  these  six  massive 
pillars  will  be  of  strength  sufficient  to  support  the 
temple  of  British  concord.  I  have  no  more  doubt 
than  I  entertain  of  my  existence,  that  if  you  ad- 
Diitted  these,  you  would  command  an  immediate 
peace;  and  with  but  tolerable  future  management, 
9  lasting  obedience  in  America.  I  am  not  arrogant 
in  this  confident  assurance.  The  propositions  are 
all  mere  matters  of  fact;  and  if  they  are  such  facts 
draw  irresistible  conclusions  even  in  the  stating, 


consisting  of  fourteen  separate  governments,  and 
containing  two  millions  and  upwards  of  free  inlia- 
bitants,  have  not  had  the  liberty  and  privilege  of . 
electing  and  sending  any  knights  and  burge&ses, 
or  others,  to  represent  them  in  llie  higlf  court  of 
parliament.'*— This  is  a  plain  matter  of  fact, 
necessary  to  be  Uid  down,  and  (excepting  the 
description)  it  is  laid  down  in  the  language  of  the 
constitnti'm;  it  is  taken  nearly  verbatim  from  acts 
pf  parliament. 

The  second  is  like  unto  the  first— *<That  the  saidr 
colonies  and  plantations  have  been  liable  to,  and 
boundeo  by,  several  subsidies,  payments,  rales,  and 
taxes,  given  and  granted  by  parliament,  though  the 
said  colonies  and  plantations  have  not  their  knights 
and  burgesses,  in  the  said  high  court  of  parliament, 
of  their  own  election,  to  represent  the  conditio:,  of 
their  country;  by  lack  whereof  they  have  been 
oftentimes  touched  and  grieved  by  subsidies  given, 
granted,  and  assented  to,  in  the  said  court,  in  a  man^ 
ner  prejudicial  to  the  commonweHlth,  quietness^ 
rest,  and  peace,  of  the  subjects  inhabiting  within 
the  same." 


Is  this  description  too  hot,  or  too  cold,  too 
strong,  or  too  weak?     Does  it  arrogate  too  much 
to  the  supreme  legislature?     Does  it  lean  too  much 
to  the  claims  of  the  people?    If  it  runs  into  any  of 
these  errors,  the   f»ult  is  not  irine.     It  is  the 
langurtge  of  your  own  ancient  acts  of  parliament. 
Non  meus  hie  sermo,  sed  qua  prcccepit,  ofella, 
rusiicus,  abnormis  sapiens;   it  is  the  general  pro- 
duce of  the  ancient,  rustle,  manly,  home-bred  sense 
of  this  country. — I  did  not  dare  to  rub  off  a  particle 
of  the  venerable  rust  that  rather  adorns  and  pre* 
serves  than  destroys  the  metal.     It  would  be  a 
profanation  to  touch  with  a  tool  the  stones  which 
construct  the  sacred  altar  of  peace.    I  would  not 
violate,  u'ith  modern  polish,  the  ingenious  and  no- 
ble  roughness  of  these  truly  constitutional  ma- 
terials.     Above  all  things,  I  was  resolved  not  to 
be  guilty  of  tampering,  Lhc  odious  vice  ofrestlests 
and  unstable  minds.    1  put  niy  loot  in  the  tracts  of 
our  forefathers,  where  1  can  neither  wander  f»or 
stumble.    Determining  to  fix  articles  o*' peace,  I 
was  resolved  not  to  be  wise  beyond  what  was 
written;  1  was  resolved  to  use  nothing  else  than 


that  is  the  power  of  truth,  ind  act  any  management  '^^^ /^rni  ol  sound  words;  to  la  others  abound  in* 


4»f  mine. 

Sir,  I  shall  open  the  whole  plan  to  you  together, 
with  such  observations  on  the  motions  as  may  tend 
to  illustrate  them  where  they  may  want  expUna- 


their  own  sense,  and  carefully  to  abstain  from  all 
eTpressions  of  my  own.  What  the  law  bis  said,  I 
say.  In  all  things  else  I  am  silent  I  have  no  organ 
but  for  her  words.  This  if  it  be  not  ingenious,  I 
am  sure  b  safe. 


f 


< 
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<  .iet  biib  vithin  Uacir  ■  body  ehiMcn  in  pirt, 

n  the  wbols,  by  the  freemen,  freehalden,  or 

^^  (rtt  inliibhAtils  tliTfor.  camronnly  called 

the  gencri   »Meiiib!j,  or  gontr.  court   wi'b  pow- 

*  tegotly  to  niae,  Itrj,  and  ameaa,  ucordiitf  la 

G   stverxl  v!,A^f  of  lucb  culonitg,  dulica  and 

in  iDwarda  dcrrByin^  all  soru  of  public  aerriea^ 

TJiis  compeience  in  the  colony  aaaembliea  ia  eer- 

in.     It  is)iro*ed  by  the  wholeiFnurofiliciracu 

of  supi>l;  in  all  the  auembliet,  in  which  tkccM- 

stan(5t>le  or  granting  if,  "An  aid  to  h!a  majeatyi" 

1,  grsiiting  to  the  crown,  hat  regularly,  iac 

Mitur},t>usidtIicpiit]licofIic»wilhaaldiv 

pute.  Thuie  who  have  been  pleiied  paraduBiMltf 

to  deny  ihil  rigbt,  boMiog  that  none  but  ike  Briliali 

pftrliimeiit  cm  grant  to  the  crown,  sre  wiahcd  t» 

look  to  what  is  done,  not  only  in  tbe  coloni;j,  but 

in  Ireland,  in  one  uniform  unbroken  Xtmiit  nttj 


Tlifrc  a:e,  indeed.  *ord»  esf.resiive  of  grie 
Vance  in  thit  aeeond  reiolmion,  which  lho«e  whn 
■re  reaolT'd  alwaya  to  be  in  the  right,  will  deny 
to  contain  mutiei- of  fnct,  as  uppiiedto  ihrpr-ser.t 
CaiK  ulthougb  parliament  thought  tliem  true  will, 
ri-gird  to  tbe  coimlies  of  Chrsipr  and  Durham— 
They  will  deny  that  the  Americin*  were  ever 
"touched  and  grieved"  with  the  tax*a.  If  ihey 
conaidcr  nothing  in  laiea  but  their  weighl  ai 
pecuniary  iir position*,  there  might  be  aoiac  pre 
tence  for  thia  denl*l.  But  men  may  be  aorelj 
toacbtd  and  deeply  grieved  in  their  privilege*  a» 
well  a*  in  their  purxei.  Men  may  loae  little  in 
property  by  the  act  «hi.;h  tah*»  away  all  their 
freedom.  Wbtn  a  man  is  robbed  of  a  trifle  oi 
bighway,  it  i)  not  tbe  twopence  lost  Ibat 
■titutei  the  capital  outrage.  Thi*  ia  nol  cni: 
to  privilegeas  even  ancient  indulgences  u  iilidc 

without  ufr<nee  on  tbe  part  of  tboie  who  enjoyed  j  gesBion.  Sir,  I  am  gurpriacd  thM  Uii*  doctrine 
•ucb  fivcrt,  operate  aa  grievancri.  But  were  the  Liquid  come  from  aome  of  tlic  law  teiraBUaf  dx 
Americans  ihert  not  touched  and  grieved  by  tli«|crown.    I  »iy,  that  if  the  crown  could  be  wapoui- 

taiei.insome  measure,  merely  askpdj    If  >^i 'l>y  I  ble,  hia  majetty but  ceruinly  the  lainisteri 

were  they  almost  all  either  wbolly  rf  peiled  or  ei-Lre,  even  Ibeie  law  offieers  theioselvei,  thnwgli 
ccedingly  reduced?  Were  they  rot  touched  and  L,|in,e  ha^ds  tbe  acts  puts  binmiilly  in  IfelaaiJ  or 
grieved  even  by  tlie  regulating  dmiea  of  the  ■i«lhLnnuiilly  in  the  colonies,  in  an  l.ubiiual  counerf 
of  George  tbe  II?  Else  why  were  the  duties  tiral  |con,mi„ing  impeacbahle  ofTineea.  What  hakiltal 
reduced  to  one  tliird  in  17&4.  and  aTteru-ards  to  B|ufr;ndFra  liavVbeen  all  presidenu  of  tbe  eoaatil. 
third  i^,lb*t  third  in  ibe  jear  I76S.'  were  ihey  noiLii  .ecrelaries  of  atate,  allfirat  lords  oftndciU 
touched  and  gtieved  by  (he  aiamp  acif  I  shall  aay  {aitoniiei,  and  >ll  solicitors  generall  HDWCf«r,tWl 
they  were  unlil  that  Us.  is  revived  Were  'bfy!,re  safe,  as  no  one  impeacbe*  thein,  aad  tberei* 
not  touched  and  grieved  by  the  duties  of  1767, 1 
which  were  likewise  repeaUd,  and  which  lord' 
IlillgborxMigb  tells  you  (f-rti.e  mlnistr))  were  ! 
'  contrary  to  t!ie  true  principle  of  commeret? 
not  (he  assurance  given  by  that  ncble  perior 
the  colonics  of  a  resolution  to  Ly  no  more  ti 
on  them,  kn  admiisioii  lh«t  liiea  «oulil  touch 
grieve  them?  Is  not  the  resolution  of  the  noble 
lord  in  the  blue  ribiiid,  r.uw  sianiii.g  on  your 
journals,  the  strongest  of  M  proofs  that  parlia- 
rnen(ary  subsidies  really  touched  and  grieved  tbemj 
Else  why  all  lliHte  changes,  modifications,  repeal) 


and  I'tsulut 

Tlie  nest  proposition  is,  "That,  from  the  distance 
of  the  said  colonies,  and  from  uUicr  circumstances, 
no  method  has  hitherto  been  devised  for  procur- 
ing •  represeniation  in  parliament  for  the  said 
colonies."  This  is  an  assertion  of  a  fact.  I  go  nc 
farther  on  the  p'per,  tliough  in  my  private  judg- 


o  ground  of  ebirge  sgiinst  them,  except  m  lb*      I 
wn  unfounded  theories.  h] 

The  fifth  resolution  is  also  a  resolution  of  fce't 
'that  the  said  general  asapmhlics.gwrraleouru,''* 
other  bodies  legally  qualified  as  Hforesuid,  have  * 
sundry  times  freely  granted  several  lirgesnbsidi*^^ 
■nd  public  nids  for  his  majesty's  service  according 
to  Ibeir  abilities,  when  required  thereto  by  leiic^ 
from  one  of  hU  miijeslj'i.  principal  ecretanet  •* 
»tai*i  «nd  11. ut  tlieir  right  lo  grant  be  same,  sn(» 
their  cheerfulness  and -sufliciency  in  tbe  Mid  graats* 
;iavc  been  at  sundry  time  i^cknowledgedby  parhs- 
ment."  To  say  nothing  i.f  their  gre»t  expenses  i» 
the  Indian  warn  and  not  to  take  their  esertioa '» 
foreign  ones,  so  high  as  tbe  supplies  in  tbe  jmt 
1695;  not  to  go  back  (o  their  public  contribution* 
in  the  year  1710;  1  shall  begin  to  travel  only  wbere 
the  journals  give  me  light:  resolved  to  desil  i> 
nothing  but  fact,  authenticated  by  parliamentary 


n  Hsefiil  representation  i«  Impossible;  I  am 'record,  and  lo  build  myself  wholly  i 
'c  it  is  not  desired  by  them,  nor  ought  it  perhaps  basis. 


a  that  solid 


I;  but  1  abstain  from  opinions. 


On  the  fourth  of  April,  1748,  a  eoionUtee  uf  thjs 


The  fomrtb  resoiulion  is,  "that  each  of  the  said!  boute  auae  to  the  following  rttolutioD: 
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•'Rmolybd,  That  it  it  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
ivittee,  that  it  is  just  and  reasonable  that  the  several 
,|>rovinces  and  colonies  of  Massachinetts  Bay,  New 
Hampshire,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode-Island,  be 
^  reimbursed  the  ezpepses  they  have  been  at  in  tak- 
ing and  securinjif  to  the  croMrn  of  Great  Britain, 
the  island  of  Cape  Breton,  and  its  dependencies." 

These  expenses  were  immense  for  sUch  colonies. 
They  were  above  £200,000  sterling;  money  Brst 
raised  and  advanced  on  their  public  credit. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  January,  1756,  a  mes- 
sage from  the  king  came  to  us  to  this  effect— "His 
majesty,  being  sensible  of  the  zeal  and  vigor  with 
vrhich  bis  subjects  of  certain  colonies  In  North 
America  hav£  exerted  tliemselves  in  defence  of  bis 
majesty's  just  rights  and  possessions,  recommends 
it  to  this  bouse  to  take  the  same  into  tlieir  con- 
sideration, and  to  enable  his  majesty  to  give  them 
aacb  assistance  as  may  be  a  proper  reward  and 
eDcouragement.*^ 

Oo  the  third  of  February,  1756,  the  house  came 

to  a  suitable  resolution,  expressed  in  wotds  nearly 

Ibe  same  as  those  of  the  messages  but  with  the  fur 

ther  addition,  that  the  money  they  voted  was  ss  an 

encouragement  to  the  colonies  to  esert  themselves 

with  vigor,    tt  will  not  be  necessary  to  go  through 

all  the  testimonies  which  your  own  records  have 

given  to  the  truth  of  my  resolutions.    1  will  only 

re|Hr  you  to  the  places  in  the  journals: 

Vol.  XXVII. I6th  and  I9th  of  May,  1757. 

VoL  XXVIII.  —June  1st,  1758,  April  26th  and 

30tb,  1759. 

Mareh  26th  and  Slst,  and  April 

28th,  1760. 

January  9th  and  20tb,  1761. 

Vol.   XXrX. Jan.  23 J,  and  26th,  1762;  Ma%b 

14Ui  and  17th,  1763. 

Sir,  here  is  the  repeated  acknowledgement  of 
patliament  that  the  colonies  not  only  gave,  but 
gave  to  satiety.  Tiiis  nation  has  formerly  acknow- 
ledged two  things;  first,  that  the  colonies  had 
gons   beyond   their   abilities,   parliament   having 

^thought  it  necessary  to  reimburse  them;  secondly, 
that  they  had  acted  legally  and  laudably  in  their 
graDts  of  money,  and  their  maintenance  of  troops, 
since  the  compensation  is  expressly  given  as  a  re- 

^  vard  and  encouragement.  Reward  is  not  bestowed 
lor  acts  that  are  unlawful,  and  encouragement  is 
not  held  out  to  things  that  deserve  reprehension. 
%if  resolution,  therefore,  docs  nothing  more  thai) 
collect  into  one  proposition   what  is   scattered 


your  own,  and  you  cannot  refuse  in  the  gross,  what 
you  have  so  often  acknowledged  in  detail  The 
admission  of  this,  which  will  be  so  honorable  to 
them  and  to  you,  will,  indeed,  be  mortal  to  all  the 
miserable  stories,  ,by  which  the  passions  of  the 
misguided  people  have  been  engaged  in  an  un- 
happy system.  The  people  heard,  indeed,  from 
the  beginning  of  these  disputes,  one  thing  con- 
tinually dinned  in  their  ears,  that  reason  and  jus* 
tice  demanded  that  the  Americans,  who  paid  no 
taxes,  should  be  compelled  to  contribute.  How 
did  that  fact  of  their  paying  nothing  stand  when 
the  taJting  system  began?  >Vhen  Mr.  Grenville 
beg^n  to  form  his  system  of  American  revenue,  h6 
statedi  in  this  house,  that  the  colonies  were  then 
in  debt  two  millions  six  hundred  thousand  pounds 
sterling  mohey,  and  was  of  opinion  tlicy  would 
discharge  the  debt  in  four  years.  On  this  state, 
those  untaxed  people  were  actually  subjrct  to  the 
payment  of  taxes  to  the  amount  of  six  hundred 
and  fif  y  thousand  a  year.  In  fact,  however,  Mr. 
Grenville  was  mistaken.  The  funds  given  for 
sinking  the  debt  did  not  prove  quite  so  ample  ^b 
both  the  colonies  and  he  expected.  The  CHlcula- 
tion  \i^as  too  sanguine.  The  reduction  was  not 
completed  till  some  years  after,  and  at  different 
times  in  diiPerent  colonies.  However,  the  taxes 
after  the  war  continued  too  great  to  bear  any 
addition  with  prudence  or  propriet}';  and  when 
the  burthens  imposed  in  consequence  of  former 
requisitions  were  dischiir^-fd,  our  tone  became  too 
high  to  resort  again  to  requisition.  No  colony, 
since  that  time,  ever  has  had  any  requisition  what- 
soever made  to  it. 


We  see  the  sense  of  the  crown,  and  the  sense  of 
parliament|  on  the  productive  nature  of  a  revenue 
by  grant.  Now  search  the  same  journals  for  the 
produce  of  the  revenue  by  impotfition.  Where  is 
\\f  Let  us  know  the  volume  and  the  page?  What 
is  thft  net  produce?  To  what  service  is  it  appliedl  'T 
How  have  you  appropriated  i'.s  surplus?  What, 
can  none  of  the  many  ekiHul  index  makers,  that 
we  arrnow  emplwying,  find  any  trace  of  it?  Well, 
let  them  and  that  rest  together.  But  are  the 
journals,  which  say  nothing  of  the  revenue*  as 
silcHt  on  the  discontent?  O  no!  A  child  may  And 
it.  It  16  the  melancholy  burthen  and  blot  uf  every 
P*gc- 

1  think  then  f  am,  from  those  journals,  justified 
in  the  sixth  and  last  resolution,  which  'i6^"  I  hut 
it  hath  been  found,  by  experience,  that  the  man* 
ner  of  granting  the  said  supplies  and  aids,  by  the 


tlirotigb  your  journals.    I  give  you  nothing  bui^said  gentrai  assemblies^  liath  been  |p»re  a^r««vVA^ 
——31. 


v 
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to  til e  nuid  CO  oi.ies.  and  more  beneficial  ^id  con- 
ducive to  the  public  seryice,  than  the  mode  of 
givii.g  and  gran'iii.g  aids  in  parliament,  to  be  raised 
and  .paid  in  the  tame  colonies.  This  makes  the 
whole  of  the  fundamental  part  of  the  plan.  The 
conclusion  is  irresistible.  You  cannot  say  that  you 
were  <lr:vrn  by  any  necessity  to  an  exercise  of  the 
utmost  rig-hts  of  legislature.  You  cannot  assert 
tliat  you  took  on  yovfieWes  the  task  of  imposing 
colony  taxes^  from  the  want  of  another  legal  body, 


New  England.— \nd  it  may  be  proper  to  repeml  an 
act  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
present  majesty,  entitled,  an  act  for  the  better 
regulating  the  government  of  the  pr^vinee  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England.— And  alao 
that  it  may  be  proper  to  explain  and  amend  an  act* 
made  in  the  tbirty.fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  the  eighth,  entitled,  an  act  for  the  tiinl  of 
treasons  committed  out  of  the  king's 


I  wish,  sir,  to  repeal  the  Boston  port  bill,  be* 


that  is  competent  to  the  purpose  of  supplying  the|^^„,^  (independently  of  the  dangerous  precedent 
exigences  of  the  state,  without  wounding  the  •  ^^  ,„^p^„jj^^  ^^^  ^.^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^ 
prejudices  of  the  people.    Neither  is  it  true  that  j  ^^^  ^^^^  pleasure)  it  was  passed,  asl  apprehend. 


the  body  so  qualified,  and  haying  that  eompetence, 
had  neglected  the  duty. 

The  question  now,  on  all  this  accumulated  mat 
ter,  is,  whether  you  will  choose  to  abide  by  apro- 


with  less  regularity,  and  on  more  partial  princi* 
plea  than  it  ought.  The  corporation  of  Boston 
was  not  heard,  before  it  was  condemned.  Other 
towns  full  as  guilty  as  she  was,  have  not  had  their 


~~-w   -    »        ,• —    "^ — ^    —  ■ 

fitabli-  '•xperience,  or  a  mbchievoos  theory;  whe-  Pf"^*  blocked  up.    Even  the  reatrainnig  biU  of  the 


fl 

ther  you  choose  to  build  on  imagination  or  ^ct; 
whether  you  prefer  enjoyment  or  hope;  satisliiction 
in  )our  subjects,  or  discontent. 

If  these  propositions  are  accepted,  every  thing 
which  has  been  made  to  enforce  a  contrary  system, 
must,  I  t4ikp  it  for  granted,  fall  along  with  it.  On 
that  ground,  I  have  drawn  the  following  resolution, 
which,  when  it  comes  to  be  moved,  will  naturally 
he  divided  in  a  proper  manner:  **That  it  may  be 
proper  to  repeal  an  act,  made  in  the  seventh  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  entitled,  an 
act  for  granting  certain  duties  in  the  British  colo- 
nies and  plantations  in   America;  for  allowing  a  ^"^^  ^"^^^^^  provinces  than  it  enjoyed  in  the  latteQ 

drawback  of  the  duties  of  customs  upon  the  ex- '  *"^  ^^^^^^  ^*  **'"*^  ^^^^  **^^"  *"""  *•  r***, 

'  »nd  as  flagrant,  in  the  exempted  as  in  the  punished. 

The  same  reasons  of  prudence  and  accommodation 


present  session  does  not  go  to  the  length  of  the 
Boston  port  act.  The  same  ideas  of  prudence, 
which  induced  you  not  to  extend  equal  punish- 
ment to  equal  guilt,  even  when  you  were  punish- 
ing, induce  me,  who  mean  not  to  chastise,  bat  to 
reconcile,  to  be  satisfied  with  the  puniahnent  al« 
ready  partially  inflicted. 

Ideas  of  prudence,  and  accommodation  to  cir- 
cumstances, prevent  you  from  taking  away  the 
charters  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  as  you 
have  taken  away  that  of  Massachusetts  colony. 
though  the  crown  has  far  less  power  in  the  above 


portation  from  this  kingdom  of  coffee  and  cocoa 
nuts,  of  the  produce  of  the  said  colonies  and 
plantations;  for  discontinuing  the  drawbacks  pay- 
able on  Citina  earthen-ware  exported  to  America, 
and  for  more  effectually  preventing  the  clandestine 
running  of  g^ds  in  the  said  colonies  and  planta- 
tions.—And  that  it  may  be  proper  to  repeal  an  act 
made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
present  majesty,  entitled,  an  act  to  discontinue,  in 
such  manner,  and  for  such  time,  as  are  therein 
mentioned,  the  landing  and  discharging,  lading  or 
shipping,  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  at  the 
town  and  within  the  harbor  of  Boston,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  North  America.— 
And  that  it  may  be  proper  to  repeal  an  act  made 
In  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  rei[;n  of  his  present 
majesty,  entitled,  an  act  for  the  impartial  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  in   the  cases  of  persons 


have  weight  with  me  in  restoring  the  charter  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay.  Besides,  sir,  the  act  which 
changea  tlie  charter  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  is  in 
many  particulars  so  exceptionable,  that  if  I  did 
not  wish  absolutely  to  repeal,  I  would  by  all  means 
desire  to  alter  it,  as  several  of  its  provisions  tend 
to  the  subversion  of  all  public  and  private  justice. 
Such,  among  others,  is  the  power  in  the  governor 
to  change  the  sherifi*  at  his  pleasure,  and  to  make 
a  new  returning  officer  for  every  special  cause.  It 
is  shameful  to  behold  such  a  regulation  standing 
among  English  laws. 

The  act  for  bringing  persons,  accused  of  com* 
roltting  murder,  under  the  orders  of  government, 
to  Ergland  for  trial,  is  but  temporary.  That  act 
has  Calculated  the  probable  duration  of  our  quarrel 


questioned  for  any  acts  done  by  them,  in  the  execu-  {  wijh  tlie  colonies,  and  is  accomodated  to  thai  sup 

tion  of  the  law,  or  for  the  suppression  of  riots  and  |  posed  duration.    1  would  hasten  the  happy  mo- 

tumulu  in  the  province  of  Matsachuaetla-Bay,  in » meat  of  reconciliation;  and  therefore  muit,  on  my 
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priDCiple,  get  rid  of  that  most  juatly  obnoxioui 
act. 

The  let  of  Iltury  the  eif^th,  for  the  trial  of 
treasons,  I  do  not  mean  to  take  away,  but  to  con- 
fine it  to  Its  proper  bound*  and  original  inten- 
lion;  to  make  it  expreasly  for  tritl  of  treasons, 
and  the  greatest  treasons  may  be  committed  in 
plaeet  where  the  jurisdiction  of  the  crown  dues  not 
extend. 

Having  guarded  the  pririleget  of  local  leg^iU 
tjoA»  I  would  next  secure  to  the  colonies  a  fair 
and  unbiassed  judicature;  for  which  purpose,  sir, 
I  propose  the  following  resolution:  **That,  from  the 
time  when  the  general  assembly  or  general  court 
of  any  colony  or  plantation  in  North  America,  shall 
have  appointed,  by  act  of  afsembly  duly  confirmed, 
%  settled  salary  to  the  offices  of  the  chief  justice 
end  other  judges  of  the  superior  court,  it  may  ^e 
proper  that  thesaid  chief  justice  and  other  judges 
of  the  superior  courts  of  such  colony,  shall  hold 
his  and  their  oiBee  and  offices  during  their  good 
behavior,  and  shtll  not  be  removed  thereftt>m,  but 
when  the  said  removal  shall  be  adjudged  by  his 
majesty,  in  council,  upon  a  hearing  or  compUint 
from  the  general  assembly,  or  on  a  complaint  from 
the  governor,  or  council,  or  the  house  of  repre- 
•entatives  severally,  of  the  colony  in  which  the 
aaid  chief  Justice  and  other  judges  have  exercised 
the  said  oiBces." 


The  next  resolution  relates  to  the  courts  of 
admiralty. 

It  is  this.  **That  it  may  be  proper  to  regulate  the 
courts  of  admiralty,  or  vice  admiralty,  authorised 
by  the  llfteenth  chapter  of  the  fourth  of  George 
the  third,  hi  such  a  manner  as  to  make  the  same 
more  commodious  to  those  who  sue,  or  are  sued  in 
the  said  courts,  and  to  provide  for  the  more  decent 
maintenance  of  the  judges  in  the  same.** 

These  cotirts  I  do  not  wish  to  take  away;  they 
are  in  themselves  proper  e8tablisi:inents.  This 
court  is  one  of  the  capital  securiiies  of  the  act  of 
navigation.  The  extent  of  its  jurisdiction  indeed 
has  been  increased;  but  this  is  altogether  as  pro 
pert  and  is  indeed,  on  many  accounts,  more  eligible, 
where  new  powers  were  wanted,  than  a  court 
absolutely  new.  But  courts  incommodiously 
situated,  in  effect,  deny  justice;  and  a  court, 
partaking  in  all  the  fruits  of  its  own  condemnation, 
is  a  robber.  The  cbngress  complain,  an4  complain 
justly,  of  this  grievance.* 

*The  solicitor  (general  ii. formed  \ir.  U.  when 
the  resolutions  were  beparaiely  moved,  that  the 


These  are  the  three  con»«»quentis1  propositions- 
I  have  thought  of  two  or  three  more,  but  they 
come  rather  too  near  detait,  and  to  the  provinee 
of  executive  government,  which  T  wish  piirliMment 
always  to  superintend,  nevr-r  to  assume.  IT  the. 
first  ^ix  are  granted,  congruity  will  carry  the  lai^er 
three.  If  not,  the  thinnrs  that  remain  unrepeale<I, 
will  be,  I  hope,  rather  unseemly  incumbrances  on 
the  building  than  Very  mateH'ally  detrimental  to 
its  strength  and  stability. 

Here,  sir,  I  should  clo^e,  but  that  T  plainly  per- 
ceive some  objections  remah),  which  I  ought,  if 
possible,  to  remove.  The  first  will  be,  that,  in 
retorting  to  the  doctrine  of  our  ancestors,  as  con* 
tained  in  the  preamble  to  the  Chester  act,  I  prove 
too  much;  that  the  grievance  from  a  want  of  re- 
presentation, stated  in  that  preamble,  goes  to  the 
whole  of  legislation  as  well  as  to  taxation.  And 
that  the  colonies,  grounding  theriiselves  upon  ihat 
doctrine,  will  apply  it  to  all  parts  of  legislative 
authority. 

To  this  objection,  with  all  possible  deference 
and  humility,  and  wishing  aa  little  as  any  man 
living  to  impair  the  smallest  particle  of  our  su« 
preme  authority,  I  answer,  that  the  worls  are  the 
words  of  parliament,  and  not  mine;  and  that  all 
falae  and  inconclusive  inferences  drawn  from  them, 
are  not  mine;  for  1  heartily  disclaim  any  such 
inference.  1  have  chosen  the  words  of  an  act  of 
parliament,  which  Mr.  Grenville,  surely  a. tolera- 
bly zealous  and  very  judicious  advocate  for  the 
sovereign*y  of  parliament,  formerly  moved  to  have 
rciid  at  your  table,  in  confirmation  of  his  tenets. 
It  is  true  that  lord  Chatham  considered  these 
preambles  as  declaring  strongly  in  favor  of  his 
opinion.  He  was  a  no  leas  powerful  advocate  for  * 
the  privileges  of  the  Americana.  Ought  I  not 
from  hence  to  presume,  that  these  preambles  are 
as  favorable  as  possible  to  both,  when  properly 
understood;  favorable  both  to  the  rights  of  parlin* 
ment,  and  the  privilege  of  the  dependencies  of 
this  crown?  But,  sir,  the  object  of  grievance  m 
my  reaolution,  I  have  not  taken  from  the  Chester 
but  from  the  Durham  act,  which  confines  the  hard* 
ship  of  want  of  representation  to  the  case  of 
subsidies;  snd  which  therefore  falls  in  exactly  wivh 
the  case  of  the  colonies.  Rut  whether  the  unre- 
presented counties  were  de  jure  or  de  facto  bound, 
the  preamblea  do  not  accurately  distinguish;  nor 
indeed  was  it  necessary,  for,  whether  de  jure  or 
de  facto,  the  legislature  thought  the  exerci«»e  of 

grievance  of  the  judges,  psr  akif»g  of  the  prohth  of 
some  of  the  se  zures,  had  been  redreased  by  ofice; 
accordingly  the  resolution  was  amncAtA.. 
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the  power  of  tiling  ■■  or  r>£ht,  or  •■  ficl  v^lb- 
oat  rigbt,  cqumlly  ■  grierance,  *nd  equally  oppre*- 
»We. 

I  do  not  know  that  the  eolonle*  bt,rt,  tn  anv  gf- 
neril  wiy,  or  in  any  oool  bnur,  gone  mucb  bryond 
Ute  demand  of  immunity  in  relation  to  ijieg.  II 
it  not  fair  to  judge  of  the  temper  or  dlsposiiioriK 
erany  man,  or  any  *et  ofmen,  when  tbty  ir:  coni' 
poied  and  at  real,  from  tbeir  conduct  or  thrir  tx- 
preiiiona  in  a  itata  of  disturbance  and  irriution. 
It  if  be»i(tea  a  very  great  mi. lake  to  imagine,  that 
■nanhind  follow  up  practically  any  speculntive 
principle,  either  of  goremment  or  offrerclom,  ai 
tw  an  it  will  go  in  irgumeot  and  logical  ilntion. 
We  Engliihmrn  atop  very  ihort  of  tbe  -principles 
upon  which  we  support  any  giren  part  of  our  eon. 
aliiutian,Dr  even  the  whole  ofit  togethcT.  I  could 
M*ily,  if  t  had  not  alrraily  tired  yon,  give  yau 
very  striking  and  convincing  inilaneea  of  it.  Thi» 
ii  Rolbing  but  what  ii  natural  and  proper.  All  gO' 
TemniFnt,  indeed  every  human  benefit  and  fnjo). 
ment,  every  virtue,  and  every  prudent  ict,  is 
ftuniled  on  cnmpniiaiae  and  barter.  We  bulmct 
jncnnveniencri,  we  give  and  takrj  we  remit  aoniF 
Hglili  thai  we  may  enjoy  otbrrt;  and  We  choosi 
rather  to  be  happy  ciiizrna  than  subtle  diiputanlK. 
And  we  musi  give  away  tome  natural  liberty  to 
enjoy  civil  advanfigcai  ao  we  muat  aacriRce  sonx 
civil  libertiea,  (itr  the  advantagea  to  be  dcriveiJ 
from  the  cotpmunion  and  fcllowahip  of  a  grett  em 
pirc.  But  in  all  fair  dealings,  the  thing  boiighi 
must  bear  tome  proportion  to  the  purchase  paid 
Done  will  barter  away  the  immediate  jewel  of  hi) 
lout.  Though  a  great  house  ia  apt  to  make  slareii 
baughly,ycl  it  ia  purehaaing  apartof  the  arlliicial, 
importance  of  a  great  empire  loo  dear,  to  pay  fjr 
it  all  exentiitl  rights,  and  all  the  intrinsic  digniij 
of  human  nature.  None  of  \u  who  wuuli]  noi 
ricque  hia  life,  rather  than  fall  under  a  ^'overn- 
■nent  purely  arbitrary-  Hut,  although  tliere  art 
■omeamongstus  who  think  our  constitution  wanis 
many  improvementi,  to  make  it  a  ctimplete  tys- 
ttm  of  liberty,  perhaps  mine  who  are  of  thii  opi- 
nion, w;>uld  think  it  right  to  aim  at  sueli  inipruve- 
■lenl,  by  dialurhing  thia  country,  and  risquing 
every  thing  that  ia  dear  to  him.  In  every  ai  ili 
pnterprize  we  consider  what  we  are  to  lost 
welt  as  what  we  are  to  gain;  and  the  mure 
belter  stake  of  liberty  every  people  possess, 
lets  tbey  will  haiart)  in  a  vam  aliempl  lo  mal 
Bore>  Theae  are  the  cords  of  man-  Mtin 
from  tdequalc  motivea  relative  to  his  interest,  snd 
not  on  mettiphyaical  speculations.    Aristotle,  thi 

frnt  mmtt  of  teawiuag, 


^re*t  weight  and  propriety,  againat  thia  apeciea  of 
delusive  genmetrieal  accuracy  in  moral  arpimcnu* 
u  tlie  moat  fallacioua  of  all  tophialrr. 

The  Americanswill  have  no  intereat  contrary  to 
the  grandeur  and  glory  of  England,  when  vhcyara 
not  opprcBied  by  the  weight  of  it,  and  they  will 
rather  be  inclined  to  respect  the  acta  of  a  auperia- 
■ent^ing  legislature,  when  they  aee  tbemthe  seta  of 
that  power,  which  is  itself  the  aeeurity,  not  the 
rival,  of  their  secondary  importanee.  In  thb  sMur> 
ince,  my  mind  most  perfectly  acquieaeeai  and  I 
i:onreaa  I  feel  not  the  least  alarm.  From  the  itia. 
contents  which  are  to  ajlse  fVom  putting  peopla 
at  their  easei  nor  do  I  apprehend  the  deatruetion 
nf  this  emp're,  from  giving,  by  an  act  of  free  grace 
and  indulgence,  to  tivo  millions  of  my  fellow  eiti. 
lens,  some  ahare  of  those  rights  upon  which  I  have 
always  been  taught  to  value  myself. 

It  is  said  indeed  that  thia  power  of  granting, 
vested  in  American  assembliea,  would  dissolve  the 
anity  of  the  empire,  which  was  preierved  entire, 
although  Wale*,  Cheater,  and  Durham  were  added 
10  it.  Truly,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  know  what 
this  imily  meansj  nor  hat  it  ever  been  heard  of, 
that  I  know,  in  the  constitutional  policy  of  tbia 
country.  Tbe  very  idea  of  subordination  of  parta 
excludes  this  notion  of  limple  and  undivided  unity, 
England  is  the  head;  hut  ahe  ia  not  the  head  and 
the  membera  too.  Ireland  has  ever  had,  from  the 
beginning,  a  separate,  but  not  an  independent, 
legislature;  which,  far  from  distracting,  promold 
•he  union  of  the  whole.  F.very  thing  waa  awceily 
and  harmoniuusly  disposed  tlirottgh  both  ialanda 
:for  the  conversation  of  English  dotninion,  and  the 
I  communication  of  English  liberties.  I  do  not  tea 
that  the  same  principles  might  not  be  carried  Into 
twenty  islands,  and  with  the  aame  good  eiftet. 
This  ia  my  model  with  regard  to  America,  a>  far 
aa  the  internal  circumitaneea  of  the  taro  countrita 
are  the  same.  I  know  no  other  unity  of  thi)  em- 
pire, than  I  can  draw  from  ita  example  during  tbeie 
perioda  when  it  teemed,  to  my  poor  underataodiog, 
more  united  than  it  is  now,  or  than  it  ia  likely  tobe 
by  tbe  present  melliods- 

But  since  I  speak  of  these  methods,  1  recollect 
Mr.  Speaker,  almost  too  late,  that  I  promtied,  be- 
fore 1  finished,  to  aay  tomelhing  of  the  propoaition 
of  the  'noble  lard  on  the  floor,  which  hat  been  ao 
lately  received,  and  ataodi  on  your  journaU.  1 
must  be  deeply  concerned,  ivhenever  it  it  ray  nit- 
fortuelo  coniimie  a  difference  with  tbemajiirityof 
Uiit  house,    liut  aa  the  reatont  for  that  dilTerenct 
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are  my  apology  for  thus  truubling  you,  suffer  me  to 
jBtate  them  in  a  very  few  words.  I  thall  compress 
them  in  as  small  a  body  as  I  possibly  can,  havinir 
«lr«ady  debated  tbat  matter  at  Urge,  when  the  quet- 
tion  was  before  the  committee. 

First  then,  T  cannot  admit  that  proposition  of  a 
rapsom  by  suction — because  it  is  a  mere  project. 
It  is  a  thing  new,  unheard  of,  supported  by  no  ez- 
perience»  just  ified  by  no  analogy,  without  example 
of  our  ancestors,  or  root  in  the  constitution.  It  is 
neither  regular  parliamentary  taxation,  nor  colony 
grant.  Kxperimentum  in  corpore  vile,  is  a  good 
rule,  which  will  ever  make  me  adverse  to  any  trisl 
of  experiments  on  what  is  certsinly  the  most  valua- 
ble of  all  subjects,  the  peace  of  this  empire. 

Secondly,  it  is  an  experiment  which  must  be 
fiital,  in  the  end,  to  our  constitution.  For  what 
is  it  but  a  scheme  for  taxing  the  colonies  in  the 
anticbamber  of  the  noble  lord  and  his  successors? 
To  settle  the  quotas  and  proportions  in' this  house 
is  clearly  impossible.  You,  sir,  may  flatter  your- 
self, you  shall  sit  a  state  auctioneer,  with  your 
hammer  in  your  hand,  snd  knock  down  to  each 
colony  at  it  bids.  But  to  settle  (on  the  plan  laid 
down  by  the  noble  lord)  the  true  proportional  pay* 
ment  for  four  or  five  and  twenty  governments, 
according  to  the  absolute  and  relative  wealth  of 
each,  and  according  to  the  British  proportion  of 
wealth  and  burthen,  is  a  wild  and  chimerical 
Ootfto.  This  new  taxation  must  therefore  come  in 
by  the  back  door  of  the  constitution.  Each  quota 
must  b^  brought  to  this  house  ready  formed}  you 
can  neither  add  nor  alter.  You  must  register  it. 
You  can  do  nothing  farther.  For  on  what  grounds 
can  you  deliberate,  either  before  or  after  the  pro- 
poiitionf  Yon  cannot  hear  the  counsel  for  all  these 
provinces  quarrelling  each  on  its  own  quantity  of 
psymentf  and  its  proportion  to  others.  If  you 
•bould  attempt  it,  the  committee  of  provincial  ways 
md  veans,  or  by  whatever  other  name  it  will 
deligbt  to  be  called,  must  swallow  up  all  the  time 
of  parliament 

Tbirdlyt  it  does  not  give  satisfaction  to  the 
complaint  of  the  colonies.  They  complain  that 
they  are  taxed  without  their  consent,  you  answer, 
that  you  will  fix  the  sum  at  which  they  shall  be 
taxed.  That  is,  you  give  them  the  very  grievance 
for  the  remedy.  You  tell  them,  indeed,  that  you 
will  leave  the  mode  to  themselves.  I  really  beg 
pardon — it  gives  me  pain  to  mention  it— but  you 
must  be  sensible  that  you  will  not  perform  this 
part  of  the  compact*    For,  suppose  tbt  colonies 


were  to  lay  the  duties,  which  famished  their 
contingent,  upon  the  importation  of  your  mana- 
factures,  you  know  you  would  never  suffer  sueh  a 
tax  to  be  laid.  You  know  too,  tbat  yon  would  ftot 
suffer  many  ot|er  modes  of  taxation.  80  that, 
when  you  come  to  explain  yourself,  It  will  be 
found  that  you  will  neither  leave  to  themselves 
the  quantum,  nor  the  mode,  nor  indeed  any  thing. 
The  whole  is  delusion  from  one  end  to  the  other. 

Fourthly,  this  method  of  rsnsom  by  auction  (un- 
less it  be  universally  accepted)  will  plunge  you 
into  great  and  inextricable  difHculties.  In  what 
year  of  our  Lord  are  the  proportions  of  payments 
to  be  settled?  To  say  nothing  of  the  impossibility, 
that  colony  agents  should  have  general  powers  of 
taxing  the  colonies  at  their  discretion,  consider,  I 
implore  you,  that  the  communicatioc,  by  special 
messages  and  orders,  between  these  agents  and 
their  constituents,  on  each  variation  of  the  case, 
when  the  parties  come  to  contend  together,  and 
to  dispute  on  their  relative  proportions,  will  be  a 
matter  of  delay,  perplexity,  and  confusion  that  caa 
never  hsfve  an  end. 

If  all  the  colonies  do  not  appear  at  the  outcry, 
what  is  the  condition  of  those  assemblies  who  offer, 
by  themselves  or  their  agenU,  to  tax  themselves 
up  to  your  ideas  of  tlierr  proportion?  The  re- 
fractory colonies,  who  refuse  all  composition,  will 
remain  tkxed  only  to  your  old  iropositiorsj  which, 
however  grievous  in  principle,  arc  trifling  as  to 
production.  The  obedient  colonies  in  this  scheme 
are  heavily  taxed.  The  refractory  remain  un. 
burtbened.  What  will  you  do?  Will  you  lay  new 
and  heavier  taxes  by  parliament  on  the  disobedientf 
Pray  consider  in  what  way  you  can  do  il?  You  are 
perfectly  convinced  that  in  the  way  of  taxing  you 
can  do  nothing  but  at  the  ports.  Now  suppose  it 
is  Virginia  that  refuses  to  appear  at  your  auction, 
wliile  Maryland  and  North  Carolina  bid  hand- 
somely for  their  ransom,  and  are  taxed  to  yoir 
quota?  How  will  you  put  these  colonies  on  a  par? 
Will  you  tax  the  tobacco  of  Virginia?  If  you  do, 
you  give  it  its  dead.wound  to  your  English  revenue 
at  home,  and  to  one  of  the  very  greatest  articles 
of  your  own  foreign  trade.  If  jou  tax  the  import 
of  that  rebellious  colony,  what  do  you  tax  but 
your  own  manufactures,  or  the  goodd  of  some  other 
obedient,  and  already  well  taxed  colony?  Who 
iias  said  one  word  on  this  labyrinth  of  detail,  which 
bewilders  you  more  and  more  as  you  enter  into  it? 
Who  has  presented,  who  can  present  you  with  a 
clew  to  lead  you  out  of  it?  I  think,  sir,  it  ia  im. 
possible  tbat  you  should  not  recollect  that  the 
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colony  bounds  are  w4  Inplicated  in  one  another 
<yoa  know  it  by  yoor  eHber  ezperioientt  fai  the  bill 
Ibr  prohibltfaig  the  New  England  fishery)  that  you 
can  Ulf  BO  possible  restraints  on  almost  any  of 
them,  wbicN  may  not  be  presently  eluded,  if  you 
do  not  eonlbund  the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  and 
burthen  those  whom  upon  erery  principle  you 
•ngfat  to  exonerate.  He  must  be  grossly  ignorsni 
of  America,  who  thinks  that,  inthout  fullii'g  into 
this  confusion  of  all  rules  of  equity  and  policy,  you 
CM  restrain  any  single  colony,  especially  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  the  central  and  most  important  of 
them  all. 

Let  it  also  be  considered,  that  dther  in  the  pre- 
sent confusion  you  settle  a  permanent  contingent, 
which  will  and  must  be  trifling,  (and  then  you  have 
no  effectual  rerenue),  or  you  change  the  quota  at 
every  exigency,  and  then  on  every  new  reparation 
yott  will  have  a  new  quarrel. 

Reflect  besides,  that  when  you  have  fixed  a  quota 
for  every  colony,  you  have  not  provided  for  prompt 
and  punctual  payment.  Suppose  one,  two,  five, 
ten  years  arrears.  You  cannot  issue  a  treasury 
extent  against  the  failing  colony.  You  must  make 
new  Boston  ports  b'.lls,  new  restraining  laws,  new 
acts  for  dragging  men  to  England  for  trial.  You 
must  aend  out  new  fleets,  new  armies.  All  is  to 
begin  again.  From  this  day  forward  the  empire  is 
never  to  know  an  hour's  tranquility.  An  intestine 
fire  will  be  kept  alive  in  the  bowels  of  the  colonies, 
which  one  time  or  other  must  consume  this  whole 
empire.  I  allow  indeed  that  the  empire  of  Germany 
raises  her  revenue  and  her  troops  by  quotas  and 
contingents;  but  the  revenue  of  the  empire,  and 
the  army  of  the  empire,  is  the  worst  revenue  and 
the  worst  army  in  the  world. 

Instead  of  a  standing  revenue,  jrou  will  there- 
fore have  a  perpetual  quarrel.  Indeed,  the  noble 
lord,  who  proposed  this  project  of  a  ransom  by 
auction,  seemed  himself  to  be  of  that  opinion.  His 
project  was  rather  designed  for  breaking  the  union 
of  the  colonies,  than  for  establ'sliing  a  revenue- 
He  confessed,  he  apprehended,  that  his  proposal 
would  not  be  to  their  taste.  I  say,  this  scheme 
of  disunion  seems  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  pro- 
ject; for  I  will  not  suspect  that  the  noble  lord 
meant  nothing  but  merely  to  delude  the  nation  by 
an  airy  phantom,  which  he  never  intended  to 
realize.  But  whatever  his  views  may  be,  as  1  pro- 
pose the  peace  and  union  of  the  colonies  as  the 
very  foundation  of  my  plan,  it  cannot  with  one, 
whose  foundation  is  perpetual,  descend. 


Compare  the  two.  This  f  offer  to  give  joa  m 
plain  and  simple;  the  other  full  of  perplexed  and 
intricate  mixes.  This  is  mild,  that  harab.  Thiaii 
f«)und  by  experience  effectual  for  its  parpoaeai  the 
other  is  a  new  object.  This  is  univtrsnl,  the  other 
calculated  for  certain  coloniea  only.  This  is  im* 
mediate  in  its  conciliatory  operation;  the  other  re- 
mote, contmgent,  full  of  haxard.  Mine  ia  what  be- 
comes the  dignity  of  a  ruling  peoples  gratuitous, 
unconditional,  and  not  held  out  as  a  matter  of  bar- 
gain and  aale.  I  have  done  my  duty  in  proposing  it 
to  you.  I  have  indeed  tired  you  by  a  long  dis- 
course; but  this  is  the  misfbrtune  of  those  to  whose 
influence  nothing  will  be  conceded,  and  who  must 
win  every  inch  of  their  ground  by  argument.  Yoa 
have  heard  me  with  goodness;  may  you  decide 
with  wiadom!  for  my  part,  I  fieel  my  mind  greatly 
disburthened,  by  what  I  have  done  to  day.  I  have 
been  the  less  fearful  of  trying  your  patience^  be- 
cause, on  this  subject,  I  mean  to  spare  it  altogether 
in  future.  I  have  this  comfort,  that  in  every  st^ 
of  the  American  affairs,  I  have  steadily  opposed 
the  meaaures  that  have  produced  the  eonfusioo, 
and  may  bring  on  the  destruction  of  this  empire.  I 
now  go  so  fsr  as  to  require  a  proposal  of  my  own. 
If  I  cannot  give  peace  to  my  country,  I  give  it  my 
conscience. 

But  whst  (ssys  the  financier)  is  peace  to  os  with- 
out money?  Your  plan  gives  us  no  revenue.  No! 
But  it  does— for  it  secures  to  the  subject  the 
power  of  REFUSAL;  the  first  of  all  revenues.— 
Experience  is  a  cheat,  and  fact  a  liar,  if  this  power 
In  the  subject  of  proportioning  his  grant,  or  of  not 
granting  at  all,  has  not  been  found  the  richest  mine 
of  revenue  ever  discovered  by  the  skill  or  by  the 
fortune  of  man.  It  does  not  indeed  vote  you  one 
hundred  and  fifty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  twopence  three 
farthings,  nor  any  other  paltry  limited  sum.— But 
it  gives  the  strong  box  itself,  the  fund,  the  bank 
from  whence  only  revenues  can  arise  amongst  a 
people  sensible  of  freedom:  Posits  luditur  area. 
Cannot  you  in  England,  cannot  you  at  this  time  of 
day;  cannot  you  (an  house  of  commons)  trust  to 
the  principle  which  has  raised  so  mighty  a  revenue 
and  accumulated  a  debt  of  near  one  hundred  and 
forty  millions  in  this  country!  Is  this  principle 
to  be  true  in  England,  and  false  every  where  elae? 
Is  it  not  true  in  Ireland.'  Has  it  not  hitherto  been 
true  in  the  colonies?  Why  should  you  presume, 
that  in  any  country  a  body,  duly  constituted  for 
any  function,  will  neglect  to  perform  its  duty,  and 
abdicate  its  trust?  Such  a  presumption  would  go 
against  all  government,  in  all  modes.  But,  in  truth« 
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n)iis  dread  of  penury  of  supply,  from  «  free  tssem 
b)y«hM  no  foundation  in  nalure.  For,  first  observe, 
thmt  besides  the  desire  which  all  men  have  naturally 
of  supporting  the  honor  of  their  own  government, 
that  sense  qf  dignity,  and  that  security  to  pro- 
perty, which  ever  attends  freedom,  has  a  tendency 
to  increase  the  stock  of  the  free  oommunity.  Most 
may  be  taken  where  most  is  accumulated.  And 
vhat  is  the  soil  or  climate  where  experience  has 
not  uniformly  p^ved,  that  the  volunUry  flow  of 
heaped  up  plenty,  bursting  from  the  weight  of  its 
own  rich  luxuriance,  has  ever  run  with  a  more 
copious  stream  of  revenue,  than  could  be  squeezed 
from  the  dry  husks  of  oppressed  indigence,  by 
the  straining  of  all  the  political  machinery  in  the 
world. 

Next  we  know  that  parties  must  ever  exist  in  a 
free  country.  We  know  too,  that  the  emulations  of 
audi  parties,  their  contradictions,  their  reciprocal 
necessities,  their  hopes,  and  their  fears,  must  send 
them  all  in  their  turns  to  bim  that  holds  the  balance 
of  the  sUte.  The  parties  are  the  gamsters;  but 
government  keeps  the  table,  and  is  sure  to  be  the 
wrimier  In  the  end.  When  this  game  is  played,  1 
really  think  it  is  more  to  be  feared,  that  the  peo. 
pie  will  be  exhausted,  than  that  government  will 
not  be  supplied*  Whereas,  whatever  is  got  by 
acts  of  absolute  power  ill  obeyed.  be<;ause  odious, 
or  by  contracts  ill  kept,  because  constrained,  «fi]l 
be  narrow,  feeble,  uncertain,  and  precarious.  *'Easie 
would  retract  vows  made  in  pain,  as  violent  and 
▼oid." 

I,  fur  one,  protest  sgainst  compounding  our  de* 
vands;  I  declare  against  compounding,  fur  a  poor 
limited  sum,  the  imtnense,  ever  growing,  eternal 
debt,  which  is  due  to  generous  government  from 
protected  freedom.  And  so  may  I  speed  in  the 
great  object  I  propose  to  you,  as  I  think  it  would 
Bot  only  be  an  act  of  injustice,  but  would  be  the 
wont  economy  in  the  world,  to  compel  the  colo- 
Biek  to  a  certain  sum,  either  in  the  way  of  ransom, 
or  ia  the  way  of  compulsory  compact. 

Bot  to  clear  up  my  ideas  on  this  subject,  a 
reveiwe  from  America  transmitted  hither— do  not 
delude  yourselves — you  never  can  receive  it— no, 
not  a  shilling.  We  have  experienced  that,  from 
remote  countries,  it  is  not  to  be  expected.  If, 
when  you  attempted  to  extract  a  revenue  from 
Dengal,  you  were  obliged  to  return  in  iron  what 
you  had  taken  in  imposition,  what  can  you  expect 
from  North  America?  For  certainly,  if  ever  there 
was  ft  country  qualified  to  produce  wealthi^  it  w 


Indian  or  an  institution  fit  Ibr  the  trtnsmission,  it 
is  the  East-India  company.  America  hat  none  of 
these  aptitudes.  If  .America  gives  you  taxabla  ob- 
jects, on  which  you  lay  your  duties  here,  and  gives 
you,  at  the  same  time,  a  surplus  by  a  Ibre^  sale 
of  her  eammodiiies,  to  pay  the  duties  on  these  ob* 
jects,  which  you  tax  at  home,  she  has  performed 
her  part  to  the  British  revenue.  Dut  wKh  regard 
to  her  own  internal  establishments,  she  may,  I 
doubt  not  she  will,  contribute  in  moderation.  1  say 
in  moderation;  for  she  ought  not  to  be  permitted 
to  exhaust  herself.  She  ought  to  be  reserved  to  a 
war;  the  weight  af  which,  with  the  enemies  that 
we  are  most  likely  to  have,  must  be  considerable 
m  her  quarter  of  the  globe.  There  she  may  serve 
you,  and  serve  you  essentially. 

For  that  service,  for  all  service,  whether  of  re- 
venue, trade,  or  empire,  my  trust  is  in  her  interest 
in  the  British  constitution.  My  hold  of  the  colo* 
nies  is  in  the  close  aflfection  which  grows  from 
common  names,  from  kindred  blood,  from  similar 
privileges,  and  equal  protection.  These  are  ties 
which,  though  light  as  air,  are  as  strong  as  links 
of  iron.  Let  the  colonies  always  keep  the  idea  of 
their  civil  rights  associated  with  your  government! 
they  will  cling  and  grapple  to  you;  and  no  fbrce 
under  Heaven  will  be  of  power  to  tear  them  from 
their  allegiance.  But  let  it  once  be  understood, 
that  your  government  may  be  one  thing,  and  their 
privileges  another,  that  these  two  things  may  exist 
without  any  mutual  relation,  the  cement  is  gone; 
the  cohesion  is  loosened^  and  every  thing  hastens 
to  decay  and  dissolution.  As  long  as  you  have 
wiscTom  to  keep  the  sovereign  authority  of  this 
country  as  the  sanctuary  of  liberty,  the  sacred 
temple  corsecrated  to  our  common  faith,  wherever 
the  chosei.  ice  and  sons  of  England  worship  free- 
dom, they  will  turn  their  faces  towards  you. 

The  n  or '.  they  multiply,  the  more  friends  you 
will  have;  the  more  ardently  they  love  liberty,  the 
mure  perfect  will  be  their  obedience.  Slavery  they 
can  have  any  where.  It  is  a  weed  that  grows  in 
every  soil.  They  may  have  it  from  Spain,  they 
may  have  it  from  Prussia.  But  until  you  become 
lost  to  all  feeling  of  your  true  interest,  and  your 
natural  dignity,  freedom  they  can  have  from  none 
but  you.  This  is  the  commodity  of  price,  cf  which 
you  have  the  monoply.  I'his  is  the  true  act  of 
navigation,  which  binds  to  you  the  commerce  of 
the  colonies,  and  through  them  secures  to  you  the 
wealth  of  the  world.  Deny  them  this  participa- 
tion of  freedom  and  you  break  that  sole  bond, 
whick  originially  made,  and  must  still  pre^erve^ 
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tbe  unity  of  the  empire.  Do  not  entertain  so  weul* 
an'  ima^nation,  at  that  your  regittert  and  your 
bonda;  your  afBdaTitt  and  your  tufferances,  your 
cocketi  and  your  clearaoeeg,  are  what  form  the 
great  tecvrities  of  your  commerce.  Do  not  dream, 
that  your  letters  of  office,  and  your  instructions, 
and  your  suspending  clauses  are  the  things  thai 
bold  together  the  great  contexture  of  this  mysteri- 
ous whole.  These  things  do  not  make  your  go 
vemment.  Df  ad  instruments,  passive  tools  as  they 
are,  it  is  the  spirit  of  English  communion  that  give{> 
all  tlicir  life  and  efficacy  to  them.  It  is  the  spirit  of 
the  English  constitution,  which,  infused  through 
the  mighty  mass,  pervades,  feeds,  inrigorates, 
viTifles,  every  part  of  the  empire,  eren  down  to 
the  minutest  member. 

Is  it  not  the  same  virtue  which  does  every  thing 
for  us  here  in  England?  Do  you  imagine  then, 
tliat  it  is  the  land  tax  act  which  raises  your  re- 
venue? that  it  is  the  annual  vote  in  the  committee 
of  supply,  which  gives  you  your  army?  or  that  it  is 
the  mutiny  bill  which  inspires  it  with  bravery  and 
discipline?  No!  surely  no!  It  is  the  love  of  the 
people,  it  is  their  attachment  to  their  government, 
from  the  sense  of  the  deep  stake  they  have  in  such 
a  glorious  institution,  which  gives  you  your  army  I 
and  your  navy,  and  infuses  into  both  that  liberal! 
obedience,  without  which  your  army  would  be  a 
base  rabble,  and  your  navy  nothing  but  rotten 
timber. 

All  this,  I  know  well  enoogh,  will  sound  wild 
and  chimerical  to  the  profane  herd  of  those  vulgar 
and  mechancial  politicians,  who  have  no  place 
among  us;  a  sort  of  people  who  think  that  nothing 
exists  but  what  is  gross  and  material;  and  who 
therefore,  far  from  being  qualified  to  be  direc* 
tors  of  the  great  movement  of  empire,  are  not  fit  to 
turn  a  wheel  in  the  machine.  Rut  to  men  truly 
initiated  and  rightly  taught,  these  ruling  and  mas  I 


'-npire;  and  have  made  the  most  extensive,  and 

he  only  b-Morable  conques*s;  not  by  destroying, 

'ut  by  promoting,  the  wealth,  the  number,  the 

appiness,  of  the  human  race.    Let  us  get  an  Ame- 

-*!can  revenue  as  we  have  got  an  Am«i4ean  empire. 

English  privileges  have  made  it  all  that  it  isi  Eng* 

•ish  privileges  alune  will  make  it  all  it  can  be. 

in  full  confidence  of  this  unal'^erable  truth,  I  now 

(Q.V0D  ptLix  rAU8TUBfQ.ua  sit)  Uy  the  first  atone  of 

the  temple  of  peace;  and  I  move  to  you. 

'*That  the  colonies  and  plantations  of  Great  Bri« 
tain,  in  North  America,  consisting  of  fourteen  se- 
parate governments  and  containing  two  millions 
and  upwards  of  free  inhabitants,  have  not  had  the 
right  and  privilege  of  electing  and  sending  their 
kights  and  burgesses,  or  others,  to  represent  in  the 
high  court  of  parliament.' 
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Upon  this  resolution  the  previous  question  was 
put,  and  carried;  for  the  previous  question  270, 

against  it  78. 

^"^"^  • 

NxwaEBir,  (Nonra  CARouira)  Sept,  20, 1775. 
/r  provincial  con^rrrat, —  The  following  addreto  to  Ike 
inhabitantt  of  the  Britith  empire  being"  prtoenuif 
tMif  unanimou9ly  received  and  approved^  and  it  om 
fiUovo,  viz. 

TO  TBS    1NHABITART8   OF    THB    BBITISS   BXMBB. 

**Fri€ndt  and  feltov'dtizent.'^Tht  fate  of  the 
contest  which  at  present  subsists  between  these 
American  colonies  and  the  Britith  miniaters  who 
now  sit  at  the  helm  of  public  affairs,  will  be  one 
of  the  most  important  epochs  whic!i  can  mark  the 
annals  of  the  Rriiish  history.  Foreign  nations  with 
anxious  expectation  wtit  the  result,  and  aee  witb 
amazement  the  blind  infatuated  policy  which  the 
present  administration  pursues  to  suhjugate  these 
colonies,  and  reduce  them  from  being  loyal  and 
useful  subjects,  to  an  absolute  dependence  and 
abject  slavery;  as  if  the  descendents  of  those  an« 


ter  principles,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  such  men 
as  I  have  mentioned,  have  no  substanial  existence, 
are  in  truth  every  thing,  and  all  in  all.  Magnanimity 
in  politics  is  not  seldom  the  truest  wisdom;  and  a 
great  empire  and  little  minds  go  ill  together.    If 
we  are  conscious  of  our  situation,  and  glow  with 
zeal  to  fill  our  place  as  becomes  our  station  and 
ourselvfs,  we  ought  to  auspicate  all  our  public 
proceedings  on  America,  with  the  old  warning  of 
the  church,  subsum  cor  da!     We  ought  to  elevate 
our  minds  to  the  greatness  of  that  trust  to  whicl 
the  order  of  Providence  has  called  us.     By  advert- 
ing to  the  dignity  of  this  high  calling,  our  anccs- 
"^ora  hive  turned  a  savage  wilderness  into  a  glorious 


I  cestors  who  have  shed  rivers  of  blood,  and  expend- 
ed millions  of  treasure,  in  fixing  upon  a  lasting 
foundation  the  liberties  of  the  Briiish  constitution, 
ssw  with  envy  the  once  happy  state  of  this  western 
region,  and  strove  to  exterminate  the  patterns  of 
those  virtues  which  shone  witii  a  liutre  which  bid 
fair  to  rival  and  eclipse  their  own. 

•*To  enjoy  the  fruits  of  our  own  honest  industry: 
to  call  that  our  own  which  we  earn  with  the  labor 
)f  our  hands,  and  the  sweat  of  our  brows;  to  re« 
);ulate  that  internal  policy  by  which  we,  and  not 
they,  are  to  be  affected,  these  are  the  miglity  boons 
we  ask:  And  traitors,  rebels,  and  every  harsh  ap- 
pellation that  malice  can  dictate,  or  the  virulence 
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of  langanii^e  express,  are  the  returns  which  we  re- 
ceive to  the  most  humble  petitiQnt  and  earnest  tup* 
plications.  We  have  been  told  that  independence 
is  our  object;  that  we  seek  to  shake  off*  all  con- 
ntction  with  the  parent  state.  Cruel  suggestion! 
Do  not  all  our  professions,  all  our  actions,  uniformly 
contradict  this? 

"We  again  declare,  and  we  invoke  that  Mmighty 
Being  who  searches  the  recesses  of  the  human 
beart,  and  knows  our  most  secret  intentions*  that 
H  is  our  most  earnest  wish  and  prayer  to  be 
restored,  with  the  other  United  Colonies,  to  the 
state  in  which  we  and  they  were  placed  before  the 
^ear  1763,  disposed  to  glance  over  any  regulations 
'which  Britain  had  made  previous  to  this,  and 
which  seem  to  be  injurious  and  oppreaaive  to  these 
colonies,  hoping  that,  at  some  future  day,  sh^  will 
benignlylnterpoae,  and  remove  from  us  every  cause 
of  complaint. 

••Whenever  wc  have  departed  from  the  forms 
of  the  constitution,  our  own  safety  and  self-pre- 
servation have  dictated  the  expedient;  and  if,  in 
any  instances,  we  have  assumed  powers  which  the 
laws  invest  in  the  sovereign  or  his  representatives, 
it  has  been  only  in  defence  of  o<ir  persons,  pro- 
perties, and  those  rights  wliich  God  and  the  con- 
stitution have  made  unalienably  ours.  As  soon  as 
the  cause  of  our  fears  and  apprehensions  are  re- 
moved, with  joy  will  we  return  these  powers  to 
thor  regular  channels;  and  such  institutions  formed 
from*knere  necessity,  shall  end  with  that  necessity 
which  created  them. 


H 


'•These  expressions  flow  from  an  affection  bor* 
dering  upon  devotion  to  the  succession  of  the 
bouse  of  Hanover,  as  by  law  established,  from  sub- 
jects who  view  it  as  a  monument  that  does  honor 
to  hiinian  nature;  a  monument  capable  of  teaching 
kings  how  glorious  it  is  to  reign  over  ti  free  peo* 
p|e.  T^^  ^^  ^^  heart-felt  effusions  of  men 
^er  rf%dy  to  spend  their  blood  and  treasure,  when 
constitutionally  called  upon,  in  support  of  that 
succession  of  his  majesty  king  George  the  third, 
his  crown  and  dignity,  and  who  fervently  wish  to 
transmit  bis  reign  to  future  ages  as  the  sera  of 
common  happiness  to  his  people.  Could  these 
our  sentiments  reach  the  throne,  surely  our  so* 
vereign  would  forbid  the  horrors  of  war  and  desola- 
tion to  intrude  into  this  once  pesceftil  and  hsppy 
land,  snd  would  stop  that  deluge  of  human  blood 
which  now  threatens  to  overflow  this  colony;  blood 
loo  precious  to  be  shed  but  in  a  common  cause, 
•gainst  the  common  enejny  of  Great  Britaiii  and 

ktt  sons. 

2% 


••This  declaration  we  hold  forth  as  a  tes'imony 
of  loyalty  to  our  sovereign,  and  affection  to  our 
parent  state,  and  as  a  sincere  earnest  of  our  present 
and  future  intentions. 

'•We  hope  hereby  to  reserve  those  impressions 
which  have  been  made  by  the  representations  of 
weak  snd  wicked  men  to  the  prejudice  of  this 
colony,  who  thereby  intended  that  the  rectitude 
of  our  designs  might  be  brought  into  distrust,  and 
sedition,  anarchy,  and  confiuion,  spread  thtougU 
this  Ipy^l  province. 

••We  have  discharged  a  duty  which  we  owe  to 
the  World,  to  ourseivrs^  and  posterity;  and  may 
the  Almighty  God  give  success  to  tlie  means  we 
make  use  of»  so  far  as  they  are  aimed  to  produce 
just,  lawful,  and  good  purposes,  and  the  salvation 
and  happiness  of  the  whole  Briiish  empire.' 


»• 


Saturi/ay,  Mvember  11,  1775. 
Housx  op  LORDS.— The  lords  were  yesterday  at^ 
sembled  for  the  purposes  of  examining  governor 
Penn,  and  of  discussing  a  motion  which  the  duke 
of  Richmond  proposed  to  ground  on  such  informa- 
tion as  that  gentleman  should  afford  the  hotis^ 

Previous  to  the  calling  of  Mr.  Penn  to  the  bar, 
the  duke  of  Richmond  announced  the  mode  he  had 
adopted  preparatory  to  the  governor's  examina- 
tion. His  grace  confessed,  •'That  he  had  apprized 
Mr.  Penn  of  the  questions  which  would  be  pro- 
pounded to  him,  but  the  noble  duke  disclaimed 
having  entered  into  any  sort  of  conversation  with 
the  governor,  lest  such  conversation  should  be 
malevolently  construed  into  a  design  of  anticipat- 
ing the  answers  Mr.  Penn  might  think  proper  to 
return." 

The  duke  of  Richmond  having  finished  his  pre- 
liminary remarks,  Mr.  Penn  was  called  to  the  bar» 
and  interrogated  nearly  to  the  following  purport: 

Q    How  long  had  he  residrd  in  America? 

A  Pour  years.  Two  of  those  years  in  the  otpa- 
city  of  governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

Q.  Was  he  acquainted  with  any  of  the  members 
of  the  continental  congress? 

A.  He  was  personally  acquainted  with  all  the 
members  of  that  congress. 

Q.  In  what  estimation  was  the  congress  held? 

A.  In  the  highest  veneration  imaginable  by  all 
ranks  and  orders  of  men. 

Q.  Was  an  implicit  obedience  paid  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  that  congress  thriughout  all  the  provinces? 

A.  He  believed  this  to  be  the  cksc. 

Q.  How  many  m«n  had  been  raised  throughout 
tkt  provincs  of  1?^vm\«^Vi%kM 
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A.  Twenty  thousand  cfleetive  men  had  volun- 
Urdy  enrolled  themselves  to  eater  into  sciual  ser- 
vice if  necessity  required. 

Q.  Of  what  rank,  quality,  snd  condition  were 
these  persons? 

A.  Men  of  the  most  respectable  characters  in 
the  province. 

Q.  Were  not  a  eonsiderable  namher  of  them 
entirely  destitute  of  property? 

A.  It  was  presumed  that,  subtracted  from  so 
largt  a  number  as  20,(KK>,  there  were  some  ne- 
cessitous, but  the  major  part  were  in  flourishing 
situations. 

Q,  Besides  those  30,000,  who  voluntarily  enrolled 
themselves  loaetas  exigencies  might  require,  what 
other  forces  bad  the  provincials  of  Pennsylvania 
raised? 

A.  Four  thousand  minute-men,  whose  duty  was 
pointed  out  by  their  designation.  They  were  to  be 
ready  for  service  at  a  minute's  warning. 

Q,  Did  the  province  of  Pennsylvania  grow'com 
•oiReient  for  the  supply  of  iuinhabitams? 

A.  Mnch  more  than  sufficient,  there  was  a  sur- 
plus for  exportation  if  required. 

Q.  Were  they  capable  of  making  gunpowder  in 
Pennsylvania? 


viiices,  he  replied  in  the  affirmaiive  from  iufbmui* 
lion  only. 

Q.  Did  he  suppose  that  the  congress  contained 
delegates  fiiirly  nominated  by  the  choice  of  the 
people? 

A.  He  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  congreas  did 
contain  delegites  chosen  under  this  descrip*ion. 

Q.  By  what  mode  were  the  delegi&tes  in  eongrcM 
sppointed? 

A.  By  the  votes  of  assemblies  in  some  placci^ 
by  ballot  in  others. 

Q.  In  what  light  had  the  petition,  which  the 
witness  had  presented  to  the  king,  been  considered 
by  the  Americans? 

A.  The  petition  had  been  considered  as  an  olive 
branch,  and  the  witness  had  been  compUmented 
by  his  friends,  as  the  messenger  of  peace. 

Q^  On  the  supp  Miition  that  the  prayer  of  this 
petition  should  be  rejected,  what  did  the  witness 
imagine  would  be  the  consequences? 

A.  That  the  Americans,  who  placed  roach.felt« 
ance  on  the  petition,  would  be  driven  to  desp^^« 
tion  by  its  non-success. 

Q.  Did  the  witness  imagine,  that  sooner  thstt 
yield  to  what  were  supposed  to  be  unjust  elaima 
of  Great  Britain,  the  Americ»ns  would  take  the 


A.  They  perfectly  well  understood  the  art,  andU^^P^'^^®  resolution  of  calliug  in  the  aid  of  foreigm 


l^l^SfSected  it. 
^Pijjjauld  salt-petre  be  made  in  the  province? 

:ii.  It  could;  milla  and  other  instruments  for  ef- 
fecting such  an  undertaking  bad  been  erected  with 
success. 

Q.  Could  csnnon  be  cast  in  Pennsylvania? 

A.  The  art  of  casting  cannon  had  been  carried 
to  great  perfeciion;  they  were  amply  furnished  with 
iron  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  Could  small  arms  be  made  to  any  degree  of 
perfection? 

A  To  AS  (jreat  a  degree  of  perfection  as  could 
be  imagine!.  Tlie  workmanship  employed  in  finish, 
ing  the  sm>«U  arms  was  universally  admired  for  i\t 
4!^toeUeiice. 

Q.  Wire   he  Americans  expert  in  ship-building? 

A.  More  so  than  the  Europeans. 

Q.  To  what  extent  of  tonnage  did  the  Urgest  of 
their  shipping  amount? 

A.  A  ship  of  about  three  hundred  tons  was  the- 
Isrgest  they  were  known  'o  buiM, 

Q.  Circumstanced  as  things  at  present  were,  di' 
tiie  witness  ihink.  that  thelangu<i,^eof  the  congres^ 
expressed  the  sense  of  the  people  in  America  in 
general? 

A.  As  far  as  the  question  applied  to  PennnyWmia, 
fce  was  stire  this  was  the  case;  for  the  other  pro- 


assistance? 
A.  The  witness  was  apprehensive  that  this  woeld 

be  the  case. 

Q.  What  did  the  witness  recollect  of  the  staoip- 
tci?  •  ♦ 

A.  That  it  catued  great  tmeasiness  throughout 
America. 

Q.  What  did  the  witness  recollect,  coneerninf 
ihe  repeal  of  that  ac  ? 

A.  The  anniversary  of  that  memorable  day  is  kept 
throughout  America,  by  every  lestina  my  of  pubfo 
rejoicing,  such  as  bonfires,  illuminations^  and  o  Jier 
fxhibitioiis  of  gladness. 

Q.  Would  not  the  neglect  with  which  the  last 
petition  was  treated  induce  the  Anericans  to  resiige 
til  Mopes  of  pacific  ne.cociatio  s? 

A.  in  the  opinion  of  the'  witness  it  would. 

Q.  W!ieit  tie  witness  presented  the  pe«.ition  te 
the  secretary  of  state,  was  he  asked  any  questioiia 
r^Ur.ve  to  the  sia  e  of*  Americu? 

A.  Not  a  single  q'icsiion. 

Caoss  sxAniHLo  bt  thk  lobds  Desbioh  ava  Sabb- 

wicu. 

airXRIXS  FHUM   Ll'RO  DBRBIOBr 

As  the  witness  had  acted  in  the  c«p«^ty  of  |po. 
vernor,  was  he  well  acquainted  with  the  charter  of 
Pennsylvania? 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  TH?  REVOLUTION. 


£51 


A.  He  had  read  the  chicter,  and  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  its  contents. 

Q.  Did  he  know  that  there  was  a  clau«c  which 
specifically  subjected  the  colony  to  taxation  by  the 
British  leKi^Utu^e? 

A.  He  WiiS  well  apprised  that  there  was  such  a 

clause. 

Q  Were  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  content  with 
th^b  chartei-P 

A.  Perfectly  content. 

Q.  Then  di  1  tliey  not  acquiesce  in  the  right  of 
the  British  parliament  to  enforce  taxation' 

A.  They  acquVscctl  in  a  decUraiion  of  the  right, 
•0 1  mg  as  tliey  experienced  no  inconvenience  lirom 
the  declaration. 

df  KBISS  PROM   LORD  SaMPWICH. 

Q.  Had  the  witness  ever  heard  of  an  act  entitled, 
"The  declaratory  act?" 

A.  He  had  beard  of  such  an  act. 

Q  Did  he  ever  peruse,  and  was  he  sudiciently 
acquainted  with  the  co  iients  of  that  act? 

A.  He  never  had  perused  it.  It  never  had  been 
nueh  discussed  whilst  he  resided  in  America. 

Q.  D'd  the  witness  apprehend  that  the  congress 
acquiesced  in  an  act  which  maintained  the  authority 
of  the  British  parliament  in  nil  cases  whatsoever? 

Objected  to,  and  the  witness  whs  de«iired  to  with- 
draw; but  being  called  in  again,  the  question  was 
put,  and  be  replied: 

That,  except  in  the  case  of  TAXATION,  he  ap- 
prehended the  Americans  would  have  no  objec- 
tion to  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

Q.  Had  the  witness  any  knowledge  of  certain 
reaolations  paused  by  the  county  of  Suffolk?       / 

A.  He  bad  not  attended  to  them. 

Q.  Had  the  witness  any  knowledge  of  an  answer 
given  by  the  continental  congress,  to  what  had 
been  commonly  called  lord  North's  conciliatory 
Motion? 

A.  The  witness  knew  nothing  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  congress,  ihey  were  generally  transacted 
wider  the  seal  of  secrecy. 

Q  W4i  the  witness  perbonatly  arqitainted  with 
If  r.  Harrison,  a  member  of  the  congress? 

A.  The  witness  knew  him  well. 

Q.  W^iat  churacter  did  he  bear? 

A.  A  very  respectable  one. 

Q.  Had  the  witness  ever  heard  of  any  persons 
who  bad  suffered  persecutions,  for  declaring  senti- 
aaentt  favorable  to  the  supremacy  of  the  British 
parliament? 


provi')ces,  but  never  met  with  them  during  bit 
rt-Midence  in  Pennsylvania. 

Q  In  th  e  opinion  of  tlie  witness,  were  the  Ame- 
ricana now  free? 

A;  They  imagined  themselves  to  be  so. 

Q  III  case  a  formidable  force  should  be  sent  to 
\meric.'»,  in  support  of  government,  did  the  witness 
imagine  tliere  were  many  wlio  would  openly  profess  '* 
submiHsion  tb  the  authority  of  parliament? 

A.  The  witneas  apprehended  the  few  who  would 
join  on  such  an  occasion  would  be  too  trivial  a  num* 
')er  t6  he  of  any  consequenee. 

Mr.  Penn  was  tbm  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  afXer  descanting  with  singular 
propriety  on  the  necessity  of  immediate  concilia- 
tion, proposed  the  last  petition  from  the  continental' 
•:o  tgress  to  the  king,  as  a  basis  for  a  plan  of  accom- 
Dodation.  His  gr^ce  of  Riehmind  moved,  "That 
the  preceding  paper  furnished  groundrt  of  concilia* 
lion  of  the  unhappy  diff.-rences  at  present  subsist* 
ing  between  Great  Britain  and  \merioa,  and  that 
iiome  mode  ahould  be  iiTtmediately  a  lopted^  for  the 
effectuating  so  desirable  a  purpose.** 

This  produced  a  debate,  supported  on  both  sides 
with^Bnite  ingenuity.    The  numbers  were: 

For  the  inotion  27 — Proxies  6 33 

Against  the  motion  50  ~Pr  xieH36— — 80^     *., 
Majority  againstthe  motion  5Z 

In  the  Virginia  eonvention — preaent  1 13  mtmhen, 

W£u?iKSD\T,  May  15,  1776. 

P  ii'a^much  as  all  the  endeavors  of  the  UNITED 
C01.0VIKS,  by  the  most  decent  representations 
.nd  petitions  to  the  king  and  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  to  restore  peace  and  security  to  \merica 
•inder  th^  B  itiiih  governm^'nt,  and  a  re-union  with 
t'la*  people  upon  just  anrl  liberal  terms,  mste4d  of 
a  redress  of  grieva'icea,  have  produced,  from  an 
nperious  and  vindictive  administration,  increased 


t.'iHult,  oppression,  and  a  vigorous  attempt  to  eflpet 


)ur  to  al  destruction.  By  a  Ute  act,  ail  these  colo« 
ni?s  are  declared  to  be  in  rebellion,  and  out  of  the 
:)roiection  of  the  British  crown,  ou^  properties  sub- 
jvct  to  confiscation,  our  people,  wh'^n  captivated, 
'Compelled  to  j  >in  in  the  murder  and  plunder  of 
iheir  relations  and  countrymen,  and  all  former 
rapine  and  oppression  of  Americans  declared  teg«l 
iod  j  >tst.  Fleets  and  armies  are  raised,  and  the  aid 
'»f  foreign  troops  engaged  to  assist  these  dctttrue- 
tive  pi;rposes.  The  lctng*s  representative  in  this 
rolony  hath  not  only  withheld  all  the  powers  of  go- 

Ivemment  from  operating  for  our  safety,  but,  huvia^ 
retired  on  boaxd  %xi  tti&«\  i^v%  '^  ^»rri>3\%  ^aioi^  ^ 
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plniical  and  Mvage  wtr  -g«in»t  iit»  tempting  our  I    3.  General  Wishrngton,  uid  f  ictoty  to  the  Abc 
•Uveit  by  crery  trtiBce,  to  report  to  him,  pnd  tram.  Irictn  trme. 
ing  and  employing  tbem  against  their  masters.    In 


this  sUieof  «streae  danger,  we  have  no  altematiTe 
left  but  an  abject  sobmisaion  to  the  will  of  those 
overbearing  tyrants,  or  a  toul  separation  from  the 
crown  and  government  of  Great  Britain,  uniting 
•nd  exerting  the  strength  of  all  /kmerica  for  de 
fti^e,  and  forming  alliancea  with  foreign  powers 
for  commerce  and  aid  in  war:    Wbereforc,  appeal 
ing  to  the  Searcher  of  heart§  for  the  sincerity  of 
Ibrmer  declarationa,  expressing  our  desire  to  pre- 
serre  the  connexion  with  that  nation,  and  that  we 
•re  driven  firom  that  ioclinatton  by  their  Wicked 
eoiineils,  and  the  etemtl  laws  of  seif-preservation. 
RiaoLTBD,  utiAM*  l^hst  the  delegates  apporoted 
to  represent  this  colony  w  general  congress  be 
liutrueted  to  propose  to  that  respectable  body  to 
'tkelureihe  United  Colometfieeandindependenteiate^ 
abaolved  fr  m  all  allegiance  to,  or  dependence  up- 
on, the  crown  or  parliament  of  Great  Britain)  and 
that  they  give  the  aaaent  of  this  colony  to  such 
declaration,  and  to  whaever  measures  may  be 
thought  proper  and  necessary  by  the  congress  for 
Ibrming  foreign  aUiances,  and  A  CONFBDBRA- 
TXON  OF  THE  COLONIES,  at  such  time,  and  in 
the  manner,  ts  to  them  shall  seem  best.  Protided, 
thatlhe  po«*er  of  forming  government  for,  and  the 
regtdlKtiens  of  the  internal  concerns  of  each  colony, 
be  left  to  the  respeclive  colonial  legislatures. 

RvsoLVBD,  uKAif.  Thai  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  A  DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS,  and 
such  a  plan  of  government  as  will  be  most  likely 
to  maintain  peace  and  order  in  this  colony,  and 
f  ectire  substantial  and  equal  liberty  to  the  people. 
EDMUND  PENDLETON,  pretiJent. 

(a  coft) 
JoHH  Tazbwsix,  clerk  of  the  convention. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  resolution,  universal- 
ly regarded  as  the  only  door  which  will  lead  to 
safety  and  prosperity,  aome  gentlemen  made  a 
handsome  collection  for  \hc  purpose  of  treating  the 
soldiery,  who  next  day  were  paraded  in  Waller's 
grove,  before  brigsdier  general  Lewis,  attended  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  of  safety,  the  mem- 
ber* of  the  general  convention,  the  inhabitants  of 
this  city.  Sic.  8ic.  The  resolution  being  read  aloud 
to  the  army,  the  following  toasU  were  given,  each 
of  them  accompanied  by  a  discharge  of  the  artillery 
and  small  arms,  and  the  acclamations  of  ail  pre- 
sent: 

1.  The  American  independent  states. 

3.  The  grand  congress  of  the  United  States,  «nd 
<   their  respective  legbUUirei. 


The  U  SIOM  FLAG  of  the  American  states  wived 

upon  the  capitol  during  the  whole  of  this  eereiaoay« 
which  being  ended,  the  soldiers  partook  of  the 
refreshment  prepared  for  them  by  the  affeetioQ  of 
their  cotmtrymen,  and  the  evening  concluded  with 
illuminations,  and  other  demonstrations  of  joy; 
every  one  seeming  pleased  that  the  domination  of 
Great  Britain  waa  now  at  an  end,  so  wickedly  and 
tyrannically  exercised  for  these  twelve  or  thirteen 
years  past,  notwithstanding  our  repeated  prayen 
and  remonstrances  for  redress. 


The  deelaratien  of  the  dep/uHeo  of  PennetflvanUit  «e> 
in  prnkicial  conference,  at  PhOadelphia^  Jvm  34, 

1776. 

Whereas  George  the  third,  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  &c.  in  violation  of  the  principles  of  the  BritiA 
constitution,  and  of  the  laws  of  justice  and  hu- 
manity,  hath,  by  an  accumulation  of  oppressions, 
unparalleled  in  history,  excluded  the  inhabiianta 
of  thia,  with  the  o»her  American  colonies,  from  his 
protection;  and  whereas  he  hath  paid  no  regard  to 
anyof  our  numerous  and  dutiful  petitions  for  redress 
of  our  complicated  grievances,  but  hath  lately 
purchased  foreign  troops  to  assist  in  enslaving  us, 
«nd  hath  excited  the  savages  of  this  country  to 
carry  on  a  war  against  us,  as  also  the  negroes,  to 
embrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  masters, 
in  a  manner  unpractised  by  civilized  nations;  and 
moreover  hath  lately  insulted  our  calamities  by 
declaring,  that  he  will  shew  us  no  mercy,  until  he 
has  subdued  us;  and  whereas,  the  obligations  of 
allegiance  (being  reciprocal  between  a  king  and 
his  subjects)  are  now  dissolved,  on  the  side  of  the 
colonists,  by  the  despotism  and  declaration  of  the 
said  king,  insomuch  that  it  appears  that  loyalty  to 
him  is  treason  against  the  good  people  of  this 
country;  and  whereas  not  only  the  psrUament,  but 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  too  many  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Great  Britain,  have  concurred  in  the  afoee- 
said  arbitrary  and  unjust  proceedings  against  oSs 
and  whereas  the  public  virtue  of  this  colony  (so 
essential  to  ita  liberty  and  happiness)  must  be 
endangered  by  a  future  political  union  with,  of 
dependence  upon  a  crown  and  nation,  so  lost  to 
justice,   patriotism,  and  magnanimity:     Ff<p,  the 
depuHet  of  the  people  of  PennsylvanU.  aasembled 
xTifuU  provincial  conference,  for  formings  plan  for 
executing  the  resolve  of  congress  of  the  15th  of 
May  last,  for  suppressing  all  authority  in  this  pro- 
vince, derived  from  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and 
for  establishing  a  government  upon  the  authority 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  RBVOLUTIONi 


fi5$ 


people  only,  </o,  in  this  public  manner,  in 
f  ourselves,  and  with  the  approbation,  co-^- 
d  authority  of  ourconstitutenis,  unanimout'y 
our  willingness  to  concur  in  a  vote  of  the 
8,  declaring  the  United  Colonies /ree  and 
ient  ttntea;  provided,  the  forming  the  go- 
at and  the  regulation  of  the  iniemal  police 
:olony,  be  always  reserved  to  ihe  people  of 
I  colony.  And  we  do  further  csll  upon  the 
of  Etirope,  and  nppeal  *othe  Great  Arbiter 
'emor  of  the  empires  of  the  World,  to  wit- 
•  us,  that  this  declaration  did  not  originate 
tion,  or  in  an  impatience  of  lawful  authority, 
t  we  were  driven  to  it  in  obediehce  to  the 
inciples  of  nature,  by  the  opp^eBiioBS  and 
!B  of  tlie  aforesaid  king  and  parliament  of 
Sritain,  as  the  only  possible  measure  that 
t  us  to  preserve  and  establish  our  liberties, 
transmit  them  inviolate  to  posterity. 
Signed,  by  order  of  the  conference, 

THOMAS  M'KEAN,prew£/fnf. 


dnd  whose  aim  is  to  trample  upon  all  the  rights  of 
humanity,  would  be  tufiieient  to  give  the  coward 
courage,  and  animate  to  the  greatest  feits  in  arms 
the  most  supine  and  indolent.-*Surely  then,  while 
America,  the  asylum  of  happiness  arid  freedom,  is 
infested  with  a  foe,  whose  sole  aim  is  to  rifle  her 
ions  of  every  enjoyment  that  can  render  life  desira- 
ble, you  will  be  ready  in  arms  to  defend  your  coun- 
try, your  liberty,  your  wives,  your  children  and 
possessions,  from  rapme,  abuse  and  destruction. 

From  this  grand  and  noble  purpose,  so  worthy 
of  the  Virtuous  and  brave,  and  w#»  hui..bly  trust,  so 
pleasing  to  Almighty  God,  you  have  had  your 
delegates  assembled  In  council  for  several  y^art 
peat.  For  this,  in  April  I77J»,  yftit  arrayed  your- 
selves  in  lirms,  defeated  and  put  to  flight  that  bsnd 
of  Britons,  wlio,  uninjured  and  unoi^ended,  like 
robbers  and  murderers,  dared  1o  assault  your  peace- 
ful mansions;  and  f  >r  this,  we  trust,  you  will  be  at 
all  timea  ready  to  spend  your  blood  and  treasure. 


TATE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY. 
hmte  of  representativet,  January  26,  1777. 
d,  That  the  following  address  be  printed, 
a  copy  thereof  sent  to  each  minister  of  the 
si  within  this  state,  to  whom  it  is  recommend- 
read  the  same  the  next  Lord's  day  after  he 
receive  it,  to  his  people,  immediately  after 
eligious  exercises  of  (he  day  are  over.  .\nd 
that  a  copy  thereof  be  sent  to  the  command* 
flUcer  of  each  company  of  the  militia  while 
are  under  arm^,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting 
irroy. 

t>  THE  FBOPLB  O?   MASSACBUSVTTS  B4T. 

idt  and  country men^yf\\tn  a  people,  within 
)f  the  highest  temporal  happiness  human 
is  capable  of,  are  in  danger  of  having  it 
1  from  them  by  an  enemy  whose  paths  are 
1  with  blood,  and  an  insupportable  load  of 
,  which  succeeding  generations  must  bear 
1  painful  centuries  of  time,  is  offered  in- 
f  it,  to  rouse  the  brave,  invite  the  generous, 
n  the  slow,  and  awaken  all  to  a  sense  of 
langer,  is  a  measure  as  friendly  as  it  is  im- 
t. 

danger  of  having  your  towns,  your  families, 
uitful  fields,  and  all  the  riches  and  blessings 
1  from  the  industry  and  wisdom  of  your 


In  addressing  you  upon  the  important  subject  of 
your  own  defence,  should  we  attempt  a  narration 
of  the  causes  of  your  danger;  the  many  petitions 
you  have  presented,  praying  but  for  peace,  liberty 
and  safety,  and  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  she'iding 
the  blood  of  your  ff-llow  men,  and  the  unexampled 
indignity  and  contempt  with  which  those  pe|j[lions 
were  treated,  it  would  be  undeservedly  to  iiii|«acb 
you  of  inattention  to  your  own  safety. 

Let  it  sufHce  then  to  say.  That  when  every  other 
method  taken  by  you  was  productive  of  nothing 
but  insultSi  and  that  flames  in  your  houses,  muMers 
on  your  persons,  and  robberies  upon  your  property, 
were  returned  in  answer  to  your  peaceable,  bumble 
and  dutiful  petitions. 

When  the  force  of  Britain,  with  that  of  her  allies, 
was  collected  and  drawn  into  exertion,  to  reduce 
you  from  ease  and  affluence  to  aUvery  and  vassal;kge, 
the  congress  of  the  United  States,  despairing  other- 
wise to  establish  your  safety  upon  principles  wbich 
would  render  it  durable,  made  that  declaration  by 
which  you  became  independent  of  Great  Britain, 
and  in  which  character  alone  you  can  be  secure  and 
happy. 

But  as  the  increasing  power  and  opulence  of  the 
United  States  are  now  the  dread  and  envy  of  ihorfe 
whose  avaricious  and  ambitious  minds  had  laid  4 
plan  for  the  monopoly  and  enjoyment  of  them,  a 


jle  ancestors,  who  may  justly  be  rankMjUrge  army  is  necessary  for  your  defence;  and  the 


the  most  virtuous  and  brave  men  that  the;congj(^s  have  therefore  determined  upon  eighty 
ever   produced,  ravished   from   you,   and  j  eight* batulipus,  of  which  fifteen  are  to  be  raised 
cd  by  a  banditti  whom  oo  laws  can  controul,  I  by  this  state.— The  iivvV\Vvikii\tfiYk%N^\^««i\&Stteu^^ 


whnse  furtiluiic,  virtue  und  p«iienc»,  ii  p^rhi 
witliout  CKiQipIc  (ai'l  w'lo  liourty,  wiiboui  i 
revir'1  but  tlie  tipprohnti'm  oFtiiB  own  m'tncl; 
riiquin^  hia  all  in  yoiir  ciuM,  will  lonn  be  on  ih 
relurri!  the  enemy,  injury  >t  the  clmstis'menl  j'ti 
given  them  for  Iheir  iinpmvoki'd  cruellies  lo  i 
brethren  in  tl.eJpraieSjBre  walcbinjan  opportun 
to  return  the  blow. 


A  further  drjfl  from  llie  roilitj*  would  bo  miieh 
burthen  the  people  of  il>is  Bl»te,  lh«t  thi»  c(.ort 
ORnnot  tliink  of  it  without  p«in  and  anxiety.  We 
have  ihrrefore,  being  icniiible  that  youneednooihei 

•timuloultoyour  duly  than  hiving  thclineofitclriwii 
fbr  you,  directed  that  a  number  of  men,  •moum- 

ing  to  que  srventh  part  of  all  the  male  peraoni,  of  iheir  brutal  pataioni. 
ail  '-enandupwanls.sboul'!  he  immediately  engag'd 
in  the  continental  army,  upon  the  eneouraRemeni 
given  by  Bovernment — ihiaencoangeraeni  we  con- 
ceive to  be  preater  ilian  a^y  ever  yet  given. 


mutt  htve  seei 
rrplete  with  th 


alUvia 


I  the  jnatji^e  of  thoie  acta,  and 
ihem  fou xled  on  ileapoiiiii,  and 
•rj'i  but  they  do  not  lell  y,.it  thai 
'reii>n  haa  Ihr  Ie-k*  Intention  lo  repeal  any 
oie  aeit;  •iiri^Jy  then  a  roiston  of  them 
r  restore  your  freedoui,  or  io  the  leail 
your  burdcna. 


But  lho*e  commiiaioneff,  althoufrb  they  offer 
tJiemselvea  aa  the  ambiasadora  of  pe^ce,  an^  invite 
)ou  to  what  they  call  ihe  mil  1  and  gentle  govern. 
ment  of  B:itain,  mark  their  footatep^  wiib  blood, 
rapine,  and  the  most  uneiampled  birb^ritiei,  dii- 
Iribuling  their  drradful  and aivage  severity  aa  well 
to  Ihe  aubmiasive  aa  the  obaiinale,  while  neiih^ 
ige,  exempt*  any  from  Ihe  effecta  of 


Should  America  be  c 
Briuin,  the  needy  and  almost  pTishing  tenant  in 
Irelan'I,  disarmed  and  having  but  Utile  prupertj  in 


to  the  greatest 
called  (0  fi^'lit,  i 


will  readily  engage. 


supp. 


—aurely  then  a  pejple 
freedom  and  bappii 


Ttmtheenrourage^ei.t  given  might  fully 
the  deiigni  of  i;iveriim*nl  and  tlie  exp^c^atinn  nf 
the  (oldiert ,  thil  court  liavi  artttrd  the  price  of 
evrry  neceaa.ry  and  convenient  irliirle  of  life  pro- 
duced in  'hia  counir}',  and  mIui  the  price  of  foreign 
goo'ls  in  a  just  propnr'ion  to  their  pi 
pi  ice  from  which  they  are  imported. 


the 


itmg  t- 


their  country. 
But  leat  iomi 


nportalion  And  noihin;r  ii  now 
rilue  to  ihe  aoMler's  wages,  am 
currency,  hut  Ihe  vigorous  am 
ton  and  ohaer-vanee  of  thai  act 
1  see  speedily  effected  by  ihc  pub 
:al  of  tbia  people  in  the  cause  o 

of  you  should  he  deceived  by  thi 


mind  yau  thai  all  t^e  prete-i 

proolamationa  uf  ihe  commissioners  of  the  king 
Great  Briuin,  amount  to  nolliin);  ro'ire  iban  an  i 

,  Tiution  to  give  up  your  country,  and  aubmil  u 
eondiiionally  lo  the  government  of  the  Britiah  p' 
liament.  They  tell  y.u  that  their  king  is  gracioui 
di^pojed  to-  revise  all  acts  which  he  shall  deem  i 
compatible  with  your  safely.  But  your  good  sen 
will  lead  you  to  determine,  that  if  he  ia  a  prin 
worthy  to  reign  over  a  free  people,  and  a  friend 

.  tlte  rigUta  of  mankind,  he  would  lonf;  a£^  ba 


the  production  of  hit  toil  and  labor,  selling  Ibe 
bread  for  which  hii  te  ider  infanu  are  autfering, 
to  pay  the  haughty  landlord's  rent  or  insulting  col. 
lector's  tax,  would  be  but  a  faint  resemblance  of 


r  calai 


lily. 


Society,  where  no  man  ia  hound  by  other  lava 
than  lho»e  to  which  he  gives  his  own  content,  is 

the  greatest  ornament,  and  tends  most  of  all  things 
to  the  felicily  of  hum^n  nautrr,  and  is  a  puvilrge 
which  Can  never  be  glveT  up  by  a  peo-ile  without 
their  being  rif^eedingly  guilty  hefsre  Him,  who  i« 
the  heslower  of  every  gooi  and  perfect  gift. 


We,  therefor',  for  the  sake  of  that  religi. 


.for 


rrjoyn 


-d  to  this 
id  future 


country,  for  the  sake  of  your 

felicity,  entreat  and  urge  you  lo 

Srmly  in  this  critical  siluiliiin  of  your  country.— 

And-we  doubl  not  but  that  jour  noble  eiertioas, 

itider  ihe  smiles  of  Heaveit,  will  ensure  you  thrt 

success  and  freedom  due  to  the  wise  man  and  tlie 

Above  all,  we  earnestly  exhort  you  toconlrtbule 

1  within  your  power  to  the  encourigemenl  of 
thoac  virtues,  for  which  the  Supreme  Being  haa 
declared  that  he  will  heatow  his  blesainga  upon  a 
nation,  and  to  the  diacouragcmcnt  of  thoie  vicea 
for  which  he  overturns  king i loins  In  hlswralhi  and 
at  all  proper  timei  and  season)  you  seek  to 
by  prayer  and  supplication,  for  deliverance 
from  the  catiniities  of  war,  duly  considering  that 
witliout  hiapawetfol  lid,  tiid^radoue  iaterpiM» 
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» jkW  your  endeavors  must  prove  abortive  and  I  out  the  uiuniinous  cbosent  of  which  jury,  be  can- 
1.  not  be  found  ^iil(y.-~Kor  cmq  he  be  coiup-iled  to 

^ve  evidence  againit  himself;  nor  can  any  man  be 
justly  deprived  of  hli  liberty,  except  by  the  laws  of 
the  land,  or  the  judgment  of  but  peers." 


Sent  up  for  concurrence, 

SAMUEL  FREEMAN.spedker.  P.  T. 
ouneil,  January  28,  1777  —Read  and  concurred. 

JOHN  AVERY,  D  8ec*ry. 

mi   PRlSTmeilT   AWD  COUIfCIL  OP   F»H!f9TtTAl»I4. 

r  remonttrance  of  the  tubtcvibert,  freemen,  a  d 
thabttant»  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  now  confined 
t  the  Free  Maton^t  Lodge. 

iatwBTB— That  .the  subscribers  have  been,  by 
ue  of  a  warrant,  signed  in  council  by  George 
'an,  vice  presidcn*,  arrest  eft  in  our  houses,  and 
our  lawful  occasions,  and  conducted  to  this 
BO,  where  we  have  been  kept  in  close  contine- 
nt, under  a  strong  military  guard,  two  or  more 
's— that  although  divers  of  us  demanded  of  the 
ssenger%  who  arretted  us,  and  insisted  on  hav- 

copies  of  the*  said  warrant,  yet  we  were  not 
B  to  procure  the  same,  till  ibis  present  time, 

have  remained  here  unaccused  and  unheard 
now  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  laying 

grievances  before  your  body,  from  whom  we 
rebend  they  proceed,  and  of  claiming  to  cur- 
es the  liberties  and  privileges  lo  which  we  are 
tied  by  the  fundamenui  nil  s  of  justice,  by 
birth-igbt  aiul  inheriiance,  the  laws  of  the  landj, 

by  the  express  provision  of  the  present  con- 
atioo,  under  which  your  board  derive  tbeir 


X.  **That  the  people  have  a  right  to  hold  them- 
selves, tbeir  houses,  papers  and  possessions,  free 
from  search  or  seizure,  and  therefore  warrants 
withbut  oaths  or  aiBrmatlons  first  made,  affording 
a  sufficient  foundation  for  them,  and  whereby  any 
officer  or  messenger  may  hi  commanded  -or  require 
ed  t^earch  suspected  places,  or  to  seize  any  persom 
or  persons,  his  or  tbeir  property  not  particularly 
described,  are  contrary  to  thai  right,  and  ought  not 
to  be  granted.' 


f» 


ITe  apprt(bend,  that  no  man  can  lawfully  be  de 
red  of  his  liberty,  without  a  warrant  from  some 
•ons  having  competent  authority,  specifying  an 
;f  loe  against  the  laws  of  the  land,  supported  by 
ti  or  affirmation  of  the  accuser,  and  limiting  the 
e  of  his  imprisonment,  until  he  is  heard,  or  le- 
ly  discharged,  unlets  the  party  be  found  in  the 
imI  perpetration  of  a  crime.  Natural  justice, 
Ally  with  law,  declares  that  the  party  accused 
uld  know  what  he  is  to  answer  to,  and  have  an 
lortunity  of  sliewing  his  inn^Hsence. — These  prin* 
Ics  are  strongly  enforced  in  the  ninth  and  tenth 
tions  of  the  de'^Uraiion  of  rights,  which  form  a 
dantental  and  inviolable  part  of  the  &>nstituiion, 
m  which  you  derive  your  power,  wherein  it  is 
Blared: 


[X.  '^That,  in  all  proaecutions  for  criminal  of 
tees,  a  roan  hath  a  right  to  be  heard  by  himself 
i  his  council,  <Q  demand  the  cause  and  nature  ot 
I  accosa-  ion,  to  be  ronf  onted  with  the  witnesses, 
call  (mT  •vtdence  in  his  favor,  and  a  speedy  pub- 
fejy  an  unpartial  jury  of  the  coGQty;  with- 


How  far  these  principles  have  been  adhered  to, 
in  the  course  of  this  business,  we  shall  go  on  to 
shew. 

Upon  the  ezaminiliBK  of  the  said  warrant,  we  find 
it  is,  in  all  respects,  inadequate  to  these  descrlp* 
tions,  altogether  unprecedented  in  this  or  any  free 
country,  both  in  its  substance,  and  the  latitude  givm 
to  the  messengers  who  were  to  execute  it,  and 
wholly  subversive  of  the  very  constitution  you  pro- 
fess to  support.— The  only  charge  on  which  it  it 
founded,  is  a  recommendation  of  congress  to  ap- 
prehend and  secure  all  persons  who,  in  their  gene- 
ral conduct  and  conversation,  have  evidenced  a 
disposition  inimical  to  the  cause  of  America,  and 
particularly  naming  some  of  us^but  not  stiggjcst- 
ing  the  least  offence  to  have  been  committed  by  us. 

It  authorises  the  messengera  to  search  all  papera 
belonging  to  us,  upon  a  bare  possibility^  that  some* 
thing  political  may  be  fbund,  but  without  the  least 
ground  for  a  suspicion  of  the  kind. 

It  requures  papers,  relative  to  the  aufFerings  of 
the  people  called  Quakers,  to  be  seized,  without 
limiting  the  search  to  any  house^  of  number  of 
housesi  under  color  of  which,  every  house  in  thia 
city,  might  be  broke  open. 

To  the  persons  whom  the  congress  have  thought 
proper  to  select,  the  warrant  adds  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city,  of  whom  some  of  us  are 
part;  without  tiie  least  insinuation,  that  they  are 
within  the  description  given  by  the  congress,  ill 
their  recommendation. 


It' directs  all  these  matters  to  be  eveeuted  (tho' 
of  the  highest  importance  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people)  >t  the  discretion  of  a  set  of  men,  who  are 
under  no  qualification  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
ofilcf,  and  are  unaccuatomed  totheCgEccaj^^  «»»^. 


&56 


PRINCIPLB8  AND  ACTS  OP  TH£  REVOLimON. 


ihg  bivil  procegt;  from  whence,  probably,  have  pro* 

eeeded  the  ezcetset  and  irrei^ularttiet  committed 

'  by  some  of  them,  in  divers  instances,  by  refusing 

to  give  copies  of  the  process  t^  the  parties  arrested, 

by  denying  to  some  of  us,  a  reasoaable  time  to 

consider  of  answers,  and  prepsre  for  confinement. 

In  the  absence  of  others,  by  breaking  pur  desks, 

-  iMid  other  private  repositories^and  by  ransacking 

•  tnd  carrying  off  domestic  papers,  printed  books, 

4lid  other  matters  not  within  the  terms  pf  the 

Wfrrant.  , 

It  limits  no  time  lor  the  duration  of  our  im- 
.  prisonment,  nor  points  at  any  hearing,  which  is  an 
absohite  requisite  to  make  a  legal  warrant;  but 
confounds  in  one  warrant,  the  power  to  apprehend, 
and  the  authority  to  commit,  without  interposing 
a  judicial  officer  between  the  parties  and  the  mes- 
tenger. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  conceive  this  warrant,  and 
the  proceeding3  thereupon,  to  be  far  more  danger- 
mis  in  its  tendency,  and  a  more  flagrant  violation 
fbf  every  right  which  is  dear  to  freemen,  than  any 
that  can  be  found  in  the  records  of  the  English 
constitution. 


But  when  we  consider  the  use  to  which  this  ^e 
neral  varrant  has  been  applied^  and  the  persons 
upon  whom  it  has  been  executed,  (who  challenge 
the  world  to  charge  them  with  offence)  it  becomes 
of  too  great  magnitude  to  be  considered  as  the 
cause  of  a  few.— It  is  the  caiise  of  every  inhabitant, 
and  may,  if  permitted  to  paM  into  a  precedent, 
establish  a  system  of  arbitrary  power  unknown  but 
in  the  inquisition,  or  the  despotic  courts  of  the 
East. 

'What  adds  further  to  this  alarming  stretph  of 
power  is,  that  we  are  informed  the  vice  president 
of  the  council,  has  declared  to  one  of  the  magistrates 
of  the  city;  who  called  on  him  to  enquire  into  the 
cause  of  our  confinement,  that  we  were  to  be  sent 
to  Virginia  uhhsabd. 

Scarcely  could  we  believe  such  a  declaration 
could  have  been  made  by  a  person  who  Blls  the 
second  place  in  the  government,  till  we  were  this 
day  confirmed  in  the  melancholy  truth  by  three  of 
the  subscribers,  whom  you  absolutely  refused  to 
hear  in  person,  or  by  council. — We  would  remind 
yo!M  of  the  complaints  urged  by  numbers  of  your- 
selves against  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  for 
condei^ning  the  town  of  Boston  uaHBAnn,  and  we 
call  oppD  yott  to  reconcile  your  pRKsiaT  conduct 


with  jour  THBs  professions,  or  your  repeated  de« 
clarations  in  favor  of  general  liberty. 

In  the  name,  therefore,  of  the  whole  body  of 
the  freemen  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  liberties  are 
radically  struck  at  in  vhis  arbitrary  imprisonment 
of  u«,  ihmr  unojending  fellow-citizens— we  demand 
an  audience,  tiiat  so  our  innocence  mav  appear,  and 
persecution  give  place  to  justice. But  if,  re- 
gardless of  every  sacred  obligation  by  which  men 
are  bound  to  each  other  in  society,  and  of  that  con- 
stitution by  which  you  profess  to  govern,  which 
you  have  so  loudly  magnified  f^r  the  free  spirit  it 
breathes,  you  are  still  determined  to  proceed,  be 
the  appeal  to  the  Righteous  Judge  of  all  the  earth 
for  the  integrity  of  our  hearts,  and  the  unparalleled 
tyranny  of  your  meastires. 

James  Pemb^rton^ 
Thomas  Wharton, 
Thomas  Coombe, 
Edward  Pennington, 
Henry  Drinker, 
Pbineas  Bond, 
Thomas  Gilpin, 
John  Pemberton, 
Thomas  Pike, 
Owen  Jones,  jun. 
Thomas  AfHeck, 
Charles  Jervis, 
William  Smith,  brokeq 
William  Drewet  Smith, 
Thomas  Fisher, 
Miera  Fiflher, 
Charles  Eddy, 
Israel  Pemberton, 
Jk>hn  Hunt, 
Samuel  Pleasants. 


Mason's  Lodge,  Philadelphia,  Sept,  4lA,  ITTT- 

N.  B  The  three  last  subscribers,  were  first 
attended  by  some  of  those,  who  executed  tbe  ge- 
neral warrant;  but  after  their  remonstrance  to  the 
president  and  council,  were  arrested  by  Liwtt 
N1C0T.A,  and  conducted  to  the  Lodge,  by  a  special 
order  to  him. 

The  foregoing  remonstrance  was  delivered  to 
Thomas  Wharton,  jun.  president,  fcc.  last  evening, 
who  promised  to  lay  it  before  council,  and  send 
an  answer  to  one  of  (he  gentlemen,  who  delivered 
it  to  him  this  morning;  but  no  answer  has  yet  been 
received. 

September  5th  half  past  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OP  THE  REVOLUTION, 


^r 


Delaware  Papers. 

To  Ihe  honorable  the  refireoentativet  of  She  eountiet  of 
nA/ewcaotlot  fCent  and  Snotex^  in  general  aetembljf 
mett  i4lA  yllarch,  1775. 
The  petition  of  the  inbabitanta,  freemen  of  Kent 
county,  most  humbly  ahewetb: 
That  we  conceive  a  well  regulated  militia,  coip- 
poaed  of  the  gentlemen  freeholders  and  other  free 
men»  to  be  not  only  a  constitutional  right,  but  the 
natural  strength  and  most  stable  security  of  a  free 
government,  from  the  exercise  of  which  a  wise 
people  will  not  excuse  themselves  eren  in  time  of 
peace. 

That  happily  secure  in  the  affectionate  protec- 
tion of  our  mother  country,  we  have  for  some  time 
past  been  carelessly  negligent  of  military  art  and 
discipline,  and  are  therefore  the  more  exposed  to 
the  intuit  and  ravages  of  our  natural  enemies  at 
this  unhappy  time,  when  we  have  lost  our  inte- 
rest in  the  esteem  and  affection  of  our  parent  state. 

^MTe,  therefore  pray  your  honors  to  take  our  case 
into  your  most  serious  consideration,  and,  by  parsing 
■n  act  of  assembly  establishing  a  militia  thraughout 
^ia  government,  grant  ua  relief  in  the  premises, 
and  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever 
rrmj. 


Letter  from  Ih,  Tilfon  to  Dr,  Elmer,  1775. 
"  I  have  little  more  than  time  to  enquire  of  you 
^%rhether  you  ever  received  the  answer  I  sent  t6 
^otir  letter,  received  soon  after  1  saw  you  at  Phila- 
delphia. I  am  unwilling  to  think  you  either  negli- 
gent or  fbrgetful  of  me,  but  I  am  much  disposed 
9o  abuse  our  intermediate  friend,  Mr.  D.— He  kept 
your  letter  from  me  I  don't  know  how  long,  and  1 
%ake  it  fbr  granted  haa  lost  mine  altogether-^thus 
yon  have  been  deceived  and  I  have  been  abused 
ttnd  injared. 

It  would  be  impertinent  to  trouble  you  with  me. 
slical  nonsense  now.    The  important  concerns  of 
«ur  country  enguge  every  mind.    It  will  be  unne- 
eesaary  for  me  to  comment  or  enlarge  upon  the 
%rgumenta  offered  on  either  or  both  sides.    I  will 
only  mention  the  conclusion  which  I  have  drawn 
firoai  them,  and  the  principle  upon  which  I  act    I 
eonaider  the  impoaiiion  offered  us  by  Great  Bi'it;«in 
aa  unreasonable,  unjust  and  affrontive;  I  tm,  there- 
fore, determined  to  resist  to  the  uttermost,  trusting 
the  event  to  Providence. 

I  am  Informed  by  the  reverend  father  who 
bringa  you  this,  that  you  have  taken  an  active  part 
In  this  time  of  trouble;  that  physic  itself,  docs 'not 


hinder  you  from  heading  h  ligh:  irfitp'ry  compMny. 
That  I  may  give  you  some  evidence  of  my  zeal  for 
the  good  of  my  country,  I  must  inf>rm  you  that  i 
am  first  lieut.  of  a1%ht  infantry  company— and  that 
the  hon.  committee  of  safety  at  their  late  meeting 
in  Dover,  honored  me  with  the  appointment  of  sur- 
geon to  the  first  battalion  in  our  county.  I  am 
pleased  with  the  oublic  transactions  of  your  pro« 
vince.  Does  the  conduct  of  the  people  at  large^ 
correspond  with  the  transactions  of  your  public  -m* 
sembliea?  Our  militia  is  now  completely  formed 
throughout  the  government,  and  it  completely  dis- 
graces a  man  not  to  enrol.— Of  the  conipany  I  be- 
long to,  above  sixty  uro  in  genteel  regimentals,  with 
light  infantry  caps,  and  will  soon  be  fully  accou- 
tered.  In  short,  I  waa  never  so  completely  nesr 
modelled  in  so  short  a  time;  instead  of  the  careless 
and  secure  appeunince  we  made  sis  months  ago^ 
you  will  now  find  most  of  us  in  a  regimental  dreaa 
with  swords  upon  our  thighs. 

Bull  must  conclude  with  wishing  to  hear  from 
you,  and  assuring  you  that  I  remain. 
Your  aiTcctionate  humble  servant, 

JAS.  TILTON. 


Seventh  month  27ih,  1775. 
To  ihe  committee  flaw  eittmg  at  Dover, 
Whereas  I  understand  you  have  been  pleaiied  to 
advertiae  without  any  diatinction  of  age  or  religion, 
all  those  who  refuse  to  take  up  arma  to  appear  a% 
Dover  this  day,  in  order  to  give  reasons  why  they 
don'tf  enrol,  and  I  expect  I  am  one  of  these  trans- 
gressors! and  I  not  being  willing  to  give  any  oflTeneet 
but  to  follow  after  peace  with  all  men— for  with, 
out  which,  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord.  And  look- 
ing on  it  as  a  duty  on  all  Christians  to  be  sub- 
ject to  every  law  and  ordinance  of  man,  for  con- 
science sake,  where  such  laws  and  ordinances 
are  not  repugnant  to  the  law  of  God  and  their 
religioua  principles,  ao  I,  aa  one  who  hath  re* 
ceived  favor  from  God,  and  one  under  the  obli- 
gation of  keeping  his  law,  will  let  you  know  my 
sevefal  reasons  why  I  am  thus  delinquent— the 
chief  of  which  is  as  fillovs:  Whereas  the  Lord  mf 
God  hath  been  pleased  by  his  .\lmighty  power,  to 
deliver  my  sotilfrom  tlie  bondage  of  tin  and  death, 
and  hath  set  uili^is  law  in  my  heart,  with  his  strict 
command^to  obey  Uie  same  at  the  risk  of  the  lost 
of  his jMiy  favor,  which  is  of  more  value  to  ma  than 
all  thitransilory  things  of  this  world,  anil  even  my 
life,  which,  if  requirtd,  I  am  ready  to  offer  up  % 
sacrifice  for  his  sake— now,  this  I  do  not  refuae 
to  do  out  of  any  obstinacy  or  opponiiion  to  mv 
countrymen,  but  becauae  1  veril>'  bcli«.ve  Ood  to 
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have  a  haiNLin  these  aifaira,  and  dare  not  join  to 


iap4^  tl 
linstiiiir.; 


fij^ht  againstiiiir.;  neither  do  any  thing  to  encourage 
others.  Second  reason  is,  I  am  no«r  going  in  my 
fifty-sixth  year,  and  am  very  fat  and  not  fit  for  ac- 
tion. Third  reason  is,  I  have  a  giddiness  in  my 
head,  that  is  so  bad  on  me  at  times,  that  I  liave 
dropt  in  the  road  as  though  I  vrassliot  with  a  bullet. 
The  fourth  reason,  why,  about  two  years  ago  I  had 
the  flux  for  seven  months  very  bad,  and  now,  to  this 
day,  when  1  overheat  myself,  I  catch  cold,  and  it 
retuma  upon  me  againr«nd  will  m^ny  times  lay  me 
up  for  seven  or  eight  days  together;  so  I  think  that 
these  reas<irs  wiih  ihe  first  and  principal  one,  would 
be  enough  for  any  reusonttble  men,  which  I  t&ke 
you  all  to  be,  to  have  me  excused.  Dut  if  you  are 
■ot  satisfied  with  these  reasons,  I  am  ready  and 
willing  to  come  on  the  least  notice,  only  please  to 

let  me  kr.ow  by  .  line  or  two,  .nd  1  wUl  w«t  on  you ! ,  „„„,b;,  „,  zl^loyx-^h^nd,  to  their  coun'try,  for. 
any  time  whene»,r  you  will  pleue  to  cU  on  roe  .t  •■ ;,  ^^^  .„,„Hj„j,  ,  ^^^^^.^  j  ^     ^^^  particulm 
.,.» other  time- 1. hould  h.ve  come  to  .lay.  only  1 1„^  ,,  p,„„^,^  j^  C_  ^^^^  ,i^^  .^  ^^^  ^^^  ^ 


Mr.  it.  then  took  his  leave,  and  tue  comiBH- 

tee  for  this  county  unanimously  resolved,  ibmt  the 
tea  should  be  kept  in  store,  until  the  above  state 
of  the  case  was  communicated  to  the  committee 
of  inspection  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  that 
Slid  committee  be  requesteil  to  enquire  in'o  the 
mutter,  and  detect  the  remainder  of  the  said  cbett 
of  tea,  if  unduly  imported;  and  if  otherwise,  that 
by  a  speedy  answer  they  will  enable  the  commit- 
tee to  return  an  innocent  man's  property. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  committee. 

TORIES  IN  SUSSEX. 
To  Dr.  Jamet  TiUon. 

Sir — This  informs  you,  that  an  indictment  was 
found  by  the  grand  jury  of  Sussex  county,  against 


was  engagfd  another  way  before  I  heard  of  the  ad- 
vertiitement,  fori  never  saw  it. 

This  from  your  f'-ici'.d  and  well  wisher  to  you  all, 
and  all  your  honest  undertakings;  and  may  the 
Go'l  of  peace  instruct  you  all  and  give  you  grace, 
is  the  sificfre  prayer  of  me.  Z.  G. 

Dox'er,  January  26/A,  1775. 
OeiitUmtn — At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of 
inspcc'ion  for  Kent  county,  on  Delaware,  (on  26th  ;  ^"n* »*»«•»  wid  also  the  congress;  for  the  congress 
insi.)  information  was  given,  by  a  member  of  ihel«c^»»&  suitable  to  tlje  power  delegated,  that  body 
committee,  of  two  barrels  of  lea,  containing  2261b. '  o"g*»i  ^o  be  esteemed  as  king,  and  therefore  what- 
which  he  h.id  discovered  on  board  J.  ll's.  sloop,  at  a  i  «ver  is  said  against  that  body  should  be  deemed 
landing  place  in  said  county;  that  he  had  been  tre«son.     C.  being  had  up  before  the  committee. 


September,  came  to  Lewis,  and  in  an  open,pro&ne 
mrtnner,  cursed  the  honorable  continental  corgress, 
and  all  those  that  would  not  curse  it;  calling  upon 
the  supreme  Being  in  a  most  solemn  nunner  to  d— a 
the  congress,  and  all  that  would  not  d — d  it;  that 
d— d  set  would  ruin  the  country.  For  which  ex- 
pressio'^s  and  such  like,  it  was  thought  proper  he 
should  be  had  tip  before  the  committee  of  iaspec-  -* 
tion,  as  guilty  of  treason  against  the  liberties  oT^ 


obliged  to  put  the  tea  into  his  own  store,  to  secure 


and  the  facts  before  mentioned  sufficiently  proved. 


it  from  the  populace,  as  there  was  great  reason  to  one  of  the  audience  said  "it  sounded  like  a  death 


believe  it  had  been  unduly  imported,  since  the  lst|  warrant."  C.  in  an  insulting,  swearing-way,  said, 
of  December  Ust,  in  a  brig  late  from  Jamaica,  be-  j  "P^^t  it  in  execution  "  However,  upon  mature  ooa* 
longing  to  J.   H.  who  is  now  in  this  county,  and   J*iil<  ration  of  the  committee,  some  of  w!uch  wax 


confesses  himself  to  be  the  owner  of  the  tea. 
Mr.  H.  being  called  upon  by  the  committee,  ac* 


no  better  than  G  a  sort  of  recantation  wax  drawn 
up  and  signed  by  C.  but  by  no  means  satisfactocy  to 
the  people.  Upon  which,  some  concluded  we  should 


knowledged  the  tea  to  be  his  property,  and  said  iiiprocee.i  in  the  ne^r  mode  of  making  convert*,  by 


was  a  part  of  a  large  cht-st  he  had  bought  of  Duf- 
CtJd  and  Hepburn,  wt.  3.  0.  23,  Tare  70ib.  of  which 


bestowing  upon  C.  a  coat  of  tar  uai  feathers;   but 
af'.er  some  hesitation,  and  much  per^fiasion,  were 


he  produced  a  bill  dated  January  11th,  1775.  He  prevented  from  using  any  viulent  meiuiures,  unless 
declared  he  believed  the  tea  to  be  duly  imported,;  beating  the  drum  a  few  rods,  and  two  boys  throw; 
and  had  takeh  the  above  parcel  which  the  com-!  ingan  ejgg  a  piece  unknown  to  the  men — which, aa 
mittee  had  taken  into  custody,  out  of  the  chest,' Si>on  as  they  were  observed,  was  immediately 
and  packed  it  in  barrels,  for  no  other  reason  tlian   >topped.     No  threatening  or  abusive  language  was 


because  it  was  more  conveniently  hoisted  in  and 
out  of  the  vessel;  but  gave  no  reason  for  the  immo 


made  use  of  to  intimidate  or  aifriglit  him.     This  ii 
as  near  the  state  of  the  matter  as  I  can  recollect— 


derate  quantity,  though  very  unfit  for  the  place   this  ihey  have  made  a  riot  of,  and  J.  AI.  esquire,  as 
irhcre  he  alleged  it  was  to  be  sold.  |  king's  attorney,  has  acted  ia  thii  matter. 
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Now,  if  such  oflenden  as  C.  are  perrpilted  lo  loregtine  enenni^s  's  forei^jn  f^*^**?     Bitby  whntU 


w 


brfng  us  under  the  cognizance  of  the  civil  law,— 
nil  the  friends  to  liberty  here  in  Sussex,  may  as  well 
pive  up  as  contend  any  longer;  for,  we  are  too  weak 
to  oppose  miniHterial  tools. 
This  from  your's,  to  serve, 

SAMUEL  M'MABTERS. 

Levet,  J\/ovemtsr  1 4f/i,  1 775. 

Dr,  TilionU  reply* 
Sir-'XowT^s  of  the  14ih  inst.  came  safe  to  hand. 
]  am  not  a  liule  surprised  at  the  contents  of  it.  I 
have  heard  a  great  d?al  of  Sussex  toryisrD,  but  ima 
gined,  if  you  had  really  such  among  you,  they  wouH. 
have  acted  more  ingeniously  than  by  playing  ofT 
the  civil  law,  as  an  engine  against  the  sons  of  liber, 
ty.  The  recent  success  of  Mr.  H.  I  should  have 
thought,  would  have  taupht  them  belter.  Your 
grand  jury  must  certainly  have  been  infatuated 
with  v?ry  undue  prejudices,  or  they  never  could 
lave  countenanced  such  an  indictment  as  you  men- 
tion. 

I  wiih  I  was  able  to  give  you  such  advice  as 

would  be  profitable  to  your  deluded  countrymen; 

but  when  I  consider  that  I  am  writing  to  a  m^n 

younger  than  myself,  and  who  has  perhaps  as  little 

influence  in  Sussex  as  1  have  in  Kent,  1  conceive  1 

Cannot  testify  my  esteem,  for  a  lover  of  liberty,  bK- 

ter,  than  by  communicating  my  sentiments,  on  our 

J^resent  troubles,  in  as  short  and  plain  a  manner  as 

I  lay  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  the  claim  of  Enc 

land  on  America  "to  tax  her  in  all  cases  whatsoc- 

^er,**  i«  affrontive  to  common  sense,  not  to  be  tole- 

v^ated,  but  spurned  at  by  freemen,  and  to  be  resist- 
ed  to  the  last  extremity  whenever  attempted  to  be 

fHit  in  execution.    It  is  found  equallv  true,  by  our 

experience,  that  the  civil  or  municipal  laws  of  the 

prowinces,  are  not  sufficient  to  defend  us  against 

the  anjuat  and  cruel  means  used  to  bring  us  under 

unjust  »nd  arbitrary  taxation.    What  resource  then  I  ^^.,^  f^^^  tjjc^P  ni:«gistrates.     This  being  a  true 

had  America  left  her?    Why— she  appealed  to  the  I  ^^^^^  ^f  ijj^  ^jse,  I  am  obliged  to  think  you  have 


of  the  land  can  wc  do  it?— by  non«»,  iid  th'»r?f  >r'»  'vc 
appeal  to  the  Iaw  of  natnre.  By  th»s  \a^  the  re- 
presentatives of  a  people  \(\  commitiee,  ptiSlish  an 
enemy  anl make  him  infimous forevA.^;  und by  tl.is 
law,  tlie  people  atlarg«  tar  and  feather  toi^s  and 
irai  ors  The  sole  oSjv»ct  of  natural  l.iw  is  jus. ice; 
and  aifrn^able  to  it,  'v\  Vf*.  C's  cise,  the  only  ques- 
tion should  he,  lias  his  p'lnishmeat  been  mor)  than 
adequate  to  h«8  crimes?  ir  he  has  disoverel  him- 
self unfriendly  to  his  country,  and  especiiily  to 
.Vmerica,  his  light  escape  eould  be  oviringto  noth- 
ing bu*  great  pirtialiiy  or  uncomrxion  humnnily  in 
His  countrvvien.  And  as  to  those  men,  who  wottld 
now  tike  advantage  of  the  civil  law,  against  tho<9e 
who  wer!*  the  instruments  of  justice  on  C.  in  behalf 
of  their  country,  I  take  it  for  granted  they  have  a. 
plentifal  stock  of  ignorance  or  an  uncommon  share 
of  boldness  and  wickedness;  and  I  will  venture 
to  add,  that  were  they  in  any  p^rt  of  the  Untied 
Colonics,  besides  Si]«se?c,  they  would  in  the  one 
case  meet  with  proper  instruciioi,  and  in  the  other 
suitable  correction. 

Letter  from  Dr.  T.  to  J.  tV.  on  the  tame  vibject,    * 

Dover,  26/A  JSTovember^  1775. 

Dear  brother — It  is  not  common  for  me  to  trou- 
ble you  with  political  letters.  Mrs.  M.  howver, 
informs  me  of  a  late  transaction,  in  Lewes, in  which 
I  think  you  so  nearly  interested,  that  1  am  con* 
strained  to  commiinicate  a  few  thoughts  of  mine  on 
the  subject;  not  from  a  vain  pride  of  differing  in 
opinion  with  my  elder  brother,  but  from  a  sincere 
wish  that  you  may  improve  any  hints  of  mine  that 
are  right,  to  your  own  advantage  and  t!ie  public 
good.  I  am  told  you  sat  with  a  number  of  others 
and  advised  among  the  rest,  tliat  so-ne  young  men 
should  be  inducted  formobbing  J.  C.  a  noted  ene- 
my to  his  countr}';  that  you  being  the  fi!*st  who 
left  the  room,  was  asg-iod  as  mobbed  yourself,  by 
the  inhaViUnis  of  Lewe*,  who  resen'.W  sudi  trcat- 


Uw'  of  nature,  which  having  a  like  respect  to  all,  if 
fyonded  only  injustice  and  truth.  In  doing  this 
however,  the  A.nericans  have  not  violated  the  con 


been  guilty  of  an  error.  I  know  you  wi«h  well 
to  your  country,  but  men  of  the  best  designs  may 
Homeiimes  be  wr.>ng  in  the  means  of  accomplish- 


stitution  of  England  (as  their  enemies  have  sig-  i.g  i^em.    You  cannot  be  ignorant  that  tlie  law  of 
gested,)  for  that  being  fo'inded  in  liberty  cannot  .the  land  is  insuflRcient  to  protect  us  against  the 


be  repugnant  to  the  eternal  Aod  immutat^lc  Uws  ol 
truth  and  j  istice.  By  the  Uw  of  iJkturc  ihen,  an  1 
the  conatitution  of  England,  we  are  perfectly  rig!r 
in  defending  our  rights  and  liberties.  The  Ua'  of 
nature  is  above  all  others,  and  constantly  govern^ 
in  the  last  exigency  of  aff/irs.  In  our  present 
itni^gle  is  it  not  equally  necessary  ta|^ua^  against 


violence  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  therefore  Ame- 
rica has  long  since  recirred  to  the  law  of  nature, 
by  virtue  of  w  lich  she  hath  strengthened  her  hands 
•^As  we  have  nj  law  of  the  la:)d  by  which  we  can 
punish  tories  and  trail. »r8,  the  natural  law  of  ne- 
cessity li|kes  place. — Xatuial  law  has  jus'i^t  alone 
for  Its  object,  and  in  .Mr.  C*s  caae»  the  sole  quet- 


260 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


tion  oufi^it  to  be,  has  \'.t  received  more  than  he  de 
aeived?  I  tm  sure  you  will  gay  he  deserved  ten 
times  as  much.  Why  then  would  you  lake  advan- 
tage of  the  civil  law  in  his  behalf?  IF  you  shoul ' 
mnswer  in  the  language  of  the  most  unfriendly  *o 
this  country,  **least  the  civil  authority  should  be 
brought  into  contempt,**  a  moment's  reflftciion  will 
Bhew  you  the  absurdity  0/  such  reiisoning.  Can 
the  dignity  of  oivil  authority  be  supported  by  act 
ing  in  concert  with  villians?  and  would  you  wisli 
to  beaccountetl  the  avenger  of  justice?  But  I  need 
not  enlarge,  as  no  instance  can  be  adduce ^1  where 
the  Americans  h«ve  punished  an  innocent  person 
for  crimes  lik<*  C's  -  Mr.  H's  fate  will  serve  to  shew 
you  the  sens  of  the  Philadelphians,  respec  -  ing  your 
conduct.  His  crime  is  nothing  more  than  an  ez 
ertion  of  civil  power  in  opposition  to  the  rights  of 
natur*.  He  was  car  d.— I  'lon't  mention  this  to 
reproach  you  with  folly,  but  as  a  basis  to  that  ad- 
vice I  wish  you  to  tike,  viz:  that  you  may  use  you** 
utmost  influence  if  possiblf,  to  q'ia«h  the  i«dict 
nents.  I  am  persuaded  the  reputation  of  your 
coun  y  and  your  -iWn  personal  sufety,  are  concerned 
in  the  event  of  this  matter.  For  tlio'  Sussex  should 
approve  or  submit  to  such  conduct,  I  am  confident 
every  other  part  of  t*ie  United  Colonies  will  oon- 
demn  and  despise  it.  For  my  own  part,  I  have 
henrd  many  bad  reports  of  Sussex,  but  I  assure 
you  this  (ills  me  with  more  displeasure  than  any 
public  transaction  of  your  county,  I  have  ever  at* 
tended  to. 

KECAWTATIOn  OF  AW  AHTICLI  PrBLIBHED. 

I  acknowledge  to  have  wrote  a  piece,  and  did 
not  sign  it,  since  said  to  be  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Kent  county,  on  Delaware,  published  in  Hum 
plireys'  Ledger,  No.  3.  It  was  not  dated  from  any 
place,  and  is  some  altered  from  the  original.  I 
folded  it  up  and  directed  the  same  to  J.  r.  and 
Sons.  I  had  no  intention  to  have  it  published; 
and  further,  I  let  them  know  the  author  thought 
best  it  should  not  be  published;  nor  did  I  think 
they  would. — I  arn  sincerely  sorry  I  ever  wrote  it, 
•s  also  for  its  being  published,  and  hope  I  shall  be 
excused  for  this,  my  first  breach  in  tbiii  way,  and 
I  intend  it  shall  be  the  last.  R,  H, 

7T»  thf  commttee  of  correspondence 

for  Kent  county^  on  Delaware, 

J^Ieui  2d,  1775, 

Srm.— The  president  of  the  co*nmittee  of  corres- 
pondence, by  and  with  the  advice  of  such  other  of 
the  members  of  that  committee  as  he  was  able  t. 
collect  and  consult,  this  day  laid  before  the  com- 


nittee  of  inspection  for  this  county,  your  lette- 
^erein  you  confess  yourself  to  be  the  aathor 
the  Kentish  le  ter  (co  nm  inly  so  called)  pubUsheC=^^ 
1  3d  No.  of  flurnphreys'  Ledger. 

The  oomnittee  took  the  same  into  cofimderatkw.  -^"i 
ind  have  unanifii'iB^y  resolved  that  It  is  uitatit 
fao'ory,  and  you  are  requested  to  attend  the  com 
•Qittee  at  their  next  meeting  on  Tuesday  the 
<nst.  at  French  Battell's,  in  Dover,  and  render  tui 
satisfaction  to  the  committee,  as  will  enable  the 
to  clear  the  good  people  of  this  county  firoiE  the 
nertions  of  that  letter,  and  justify  them  in  the  eyi 
of  the  public. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  committee. 
To  R.  H. 


To  iKe  committee  o/intpection  for  Kent  CMm%,  mi 

laware. 
Gbhtlexiw.— With  sorrow  and  contrition 
my  weakness  and  folly,  1  confess  myself  the  aut 
of  the  letter,  from  which  an  extract  was  publish 
in  the  3d  No.  of  Humphreys'  Ledger,  aaid  to 
from  Kent  county,  on  Delaware;  but  at  the 
time  to  declare  it  was  published  without  my 
»ent,  and  not  without  some  alteratioot . 

I  am  now  convinced  that  the  political  aentimenta 
therein  contained,  were  founded  on  the  grossest 
error;  more  especially  that  malignant  inainnatiiM^ 
that  "if  the  king's  standard  were  now  erected,  nine 
out  of  ten  would  repair  to  it,**  could  not  have 
bc%n  suggested,  but  from  the  deepest  infatuation. 
True  indeed  it  is,  the  people  of  this  county  have 
ever  shewn  a  zealous  atUchment  to  hia  majesty's 
person  and  government,  and  whenever  he  raised  hit 
standard  in  a  just  C4use,  were  ready  to  flock  to  it: 
but  let  the  severe  account  I  now  render  to  an  in- 
jured  people,  witness  to  the  world,  that  none  are 
more  ready  to  oppose  tyranny  or  to  be  first  in  the 
cause  of  liberty,  than  the  inhabiUnts  of  Kent  couo* 

Conscious  that  I  can  render  no  satis&ction  ade* 
quate  to  the  injury  I  have  done  my  country,  I  can 
only  beg  the  forgiveness  of  my  countrymen,  upon 
those  principles  of  humanity,  which  may  induce 
'^hem  to  consider  the  frailty  of  human  nature-^and 
1  do  profess  and  promise,  that  I  wiU  never  again 
oppose  those  laudable  measures,  necessarily  adopt- 
ed by  my  countrymen,  for  the  preservation  of  Aaie« 
-ican  freedom:  but  will  cooperate  with  them  to  the 
■iimost  of  my  abilities,  in  their  virtuous  struggle 
yr  liberty  (so  far  as  is  coosiatent  with  my  reli- 
gious principles.)  %,  ||, 
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Wt 


rd  onuiiiiouiily,  thit  ibe  wnmitw*  do- 
i  ftboTc  reciatrntion  fiilljr  •■ti^hetoiy. 

THO*3.  NIKON,  Jr.  Clffk. 


uD.-WtiktcTfrthe  public  opinion  mBy 
*i  1  hare  heretofore  sild  reipeciing  thr 
letwren  Gresl  Brii»in  uid  the  colnnie*,  I 
nly  Biiure  you  th»l  I  hivc  nt^er  hid  »ny 
)ie«  but  a  recoiicilia<i>n  between  them, 

full  utkblifhiiiPni  of  all  Uieconttiiuiinr.. 
Ui&  pfirile^^M  of  America.  Which  ri^u 
leg'i  I  im  detei'iiiinrd  to  tlerenJ  with  my 
jroperty  ngiiinsl  M  invmion*  whatscMfer. 

wilipleu'-io  nkkekoowntoiny  breilireii 

•nitlemen,  with  great  reipect,  your  hum- 
W,  a  3. 

riTmf  CBunlf,  «n  nclavart. 

trretl  »/  a  nember  tf  the  lijiihlnrf. 
lowhig  petition  miHicienily  expUini  the 
ittuicei  of  Uie  CHr.] 

tionaiul  remoniirmcr  of  the  light  infantry 
ny  of  DuTcr,  to  the  honorable  bouaeof  re 
talivea,  for  the  gaver  me')'  of  ihe  coun' 
New  C.iilo,  Kent,  and  Su<5>-x,  on  Uela- 
low  littiiig  II  Npw  Caille,  humbly  a  leweth; 
r.  B.  of  Sutiei  couniy,  eaq  having  for  ■ 
e  paal  been  of  ill  fame,  and  piiblii'icd  by 
Mraroiiteea  in  several  newspapera  as  an 
I  bia  country,  and  the  said  T.  R.  prelum- 
«■  through  our  county,  and  at  a  critical 
ure  to  ait  in  your  bonnrable  hou 
]reteatativM,wr  thought  Diirielvea  hoimd 
ta  wc  regarded  (he  honor  of  your  lionora 
e,  and  the  true  iniereit  and  lafety  of  tbi 
ttt  tilie  aaid  T.  R.  into  cuaiody  until  your 
e  home  could  take  order  in  tbe  nutter, 
ion  an  attempt  being  made  to  arreit  Mr 
I.  of  S<i)«ex  county  alao,  drew  hi*  iword, 
he  wu  made  well  ac(]uainted  with  the 
old  principles  upon  which  it  tras  thought 
t  to  arrest  Mr.  R.  he  swore  he  woi-ld  d«- 
.  It  the  risk  of  bia  life.  Upon  this,  he  was 
tely  disarmed,  ind  his  violent  conduct,  to- 
fith  the  well  known  connexion  between 
men,  inducing  the  company  to  consider 
•a  in  the  same  predicament  with  Mr.  R 
!r  mature  deliberatinn,  resolved  to  give 
th  ■  like  treatment,  by  keeping  them  in 
ody  tintil.jour  advice  and  pleasure  should 
I.    Tliey  wcce  accordingly  detained  under 


larrt  fbr  one  nigb',  and  ne«*  d»y,  bv  alviee  of  a 

nun  her  of  gentlemen  in  whom  wr  cotild  confide, 

they  were  let  at  UHeriy,  on  th«>  giving  bond  with 

ly  that  they  would  aubmil  their  conflitet  to 

■A  enquiry  bcrora  your  honorable  houie,  and 

raiimr  to  ait  nr  do  any  one  act  aa  membera, 

lonorabty  acquitted  nf  all  ahargea  and  every 

degree  af_  auspielan,  by  you.    In  all  thb  we  appre> 

h-fd,  we  have  acted  eonaistont  with  the  lirai  prin- 

elptps  of  nat-ire  and  humanity.    And  aa  wt  flatiar 

elvei  with  your  approbation,  we  hops  and  ex* 

ttiat  a  scrutiny  will  be  made  into  the  conduct 

Nese  Buapieiaiii  persons,  and  that  in  wisdom 

will  indlfaorthsm,  and  reliave  your  peiiiion- 

and  the  public  in  general  of  their  appralieO' 

I  concerning  them. 

>  cannot  omit  the  present  opportunity,  with 
iliiy  and  conBdencr,  to  make  known  to  your 
prs  ma'iy  grievances  of  our  own  and  neighbor, 
ing  county,  by  which  Ihe  cause  of  virtue  and  liber- 
ty has,  and  will  greatly  suHer — and  m*y  be  ruinedi 
by  the  intreaties  of  your  petitionera  and 
other  Kood  men,  we  can  prevail  on  your  honors  lo 
link  iiligently  and  carefully  into  theways  and 
conduct  of  a  number  of  designing  and  interested 
nen,  who,  tike  the  p.irliafflnit  of  Great  llritain, 
inder  the  pretest  of  law,  rule  or  order,  most  as- 
iduou^ly  oppnie  and  hinder,  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power,  the  ttrenuou*  endeavora  of  llie  gooil  and 
n  all .Ifaeir  public  meaaures,  on  behalf  uf 
cued  liberty.  When  under  covert  of  au- 
thority nr  the  apecious  garb  of  moderation,  the 
Lws  of  nature  and  jmiiceare  viiilated,  if  we 
da  but  murmur  we  are  reprvbated  as  violent  inecn. 
diariea.and  loaded  with  opprobrious  epithet*.  Uy 
the  dint  sf  influence,  a  number  of  persons,  the  meat 
n-if^riou^ly  oppaaed  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  and 
who  hpve  msde  pubtih  concesnions  for  the  moat 
rhring  olt'encea,  are  made  officers  in  our  mTIitij, 
and  thus  have  influence  among Ui^^eople.  Hut 
ihia  reproach  is  nut  the  mont  in tolersble  to  com- 
plain of.  Men  of  tbe  matt  dangerous  charaetera 
luvc  crept  into  our  vtry  eoiincilsi  and,  if  it  were 
pmtible,  would  contaminate  the  vei'y  source  aud 
fotinlain  of  all  our  hope*  and  eipeclaiions. 

We  pr«y  your  honors,  that,  after  diligent  enquiry 
and  beiii)^  well  satiified  of  tlie  truth  of  these  our 
allegations,  you  will  take  the  mons  of  our  redress 
into  your  aeriousconsideraliun,  and  that  you  will 
give  that  lid  to  public  virtue  and  liberty  which 
your  known  i^dom  and  patrlotiun  wilt  naturally 
suggral. 

And  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  prat. 
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Crotf  Ritadt,  March  3U,  1776 
GivTLVHEV. — We,  ihe  members  ofAsteiiibly  for 
Kent  county,  taking  into  considenition  the  con- 
finement of  Messrs.  R.  and  M   now  in  your  ieut- 
toly,  tAe  ihe  liber  y  to  inform  you  that  Uie  eon 
tinuin^  these  supposed  ofTen'fers  any  longer  under 
a  restraint  of  thei"  liberty,  may  give  interruption 
to  the  business  of  leg  slation  in  this  gov^^ment 
t^htch  may  be  injiiri  >usc*P^iAlly  *^  this  time;  we 
are  therefore  of   'pinion  that  yoti  should  release 
them  fom  their  imprisonment,  and  permit  them  t> 
pursue  their  journey  to  New  Cistle,  upon  their 
giving  bond  wi^h  security  to  subnnit  the  enquiry 
into  their  respective  offences  to  the  hoise  of  assem 
bly,  and  abide  by.  and  perform  whatsoever  shall  be 
^  enjoinerl  then  by  the  house. 
We  are,  gentlemen,  &c. 

ai:SARRODXEY 
WILLS  KILLEN      ^ 
JOHN  HASLETT 
THOMAS  RODNEY 
VINCENT  LOCKERMAN 
Ts  the  gentlemen  of  the  light  infantry  company. 

[The  result  of  ih\%  business  is  thus  detailed  in  a 
p.^mphlet  publisfied  in  1738.  entitled  "the  biogra- 
phical hitto'-y  of  Uio^Tsius,  tyrant  of  Delavare,  by 
TiMOLao:f."]  | 

**Btit  to  explain  the  attschment  and  connection 
of  Dionyeiuw  with  R  and  the  other  represenUtives 
from  Sussex,  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  some  ac 
count  of  this  county,  anl  their  election  at  Lewes, 
in  October,  1775.    This  R.  was  a  man  of  property, 
and  had  been  a  leader  in  the  proprietary  faciion 
for  some  years.     Perfectly  unprincipled,  and  sub- 
■epfient  to  direct  ion,  he  of  course  at  this  time,  be 
came  a  leader  in  op|>osition  to  independence.  With 
all  the  industry  of  interested  tools,  he,  and  his  as 
aociAtes  of  the  same  connection,  prejudiced  a  ma- 
j'>rivy  ofthe  people.of  S  iss'^z  against  independence. 
Upon  this  principle  it  was,  that  R.   and  others  of 
the  same  political  creed,  were  elected  representa- 
tives of  the  people. 

The  whigs  bore  all  this  with  a  degree  of  patience 
peculiar  to  Delaware.  R.  rend^^rcd  fearless  by  his 
success,  and  the  forbearance  of  the  whi^^,  proceed- 
ed boldly  in  his  villanies.  Ily  every  means  in  his 
power,  he  seduced  the  people  to  break  through 
the  non-importation  agreement.  In  particular,  he 
purchased  a  large  quantity  of  tea,  and  dealt  it  out 
to  all  whom  he  could  persuade  to  use  it.  Having 
by  this  time  a  degree  of  contempt  for  all  opposi 
tion,  there  wss  so  little  reserve  in  Ih'^se  transac 
tions,  that  the  committee  of  obsen-ation  of  the 


county,  could  not  avoid  taking  notice  of  them.  Af- 
ter a  mature  hearing  and  judgment  of  bis  conduct, 
the  committee  published  him  in  thenewspap*rs,afl 
an  enemy  to  his  country.    It  was  upon  tlirs  ground, 
the  li^^ht  infantry  company  of  bover  seized  apon 
R    on   his   way  to   take  his  aeat  in  the  hoose 
of  represeotatives,  at  New  Castle;  and  demanded 
ofthe  legislature,  thsthe  should  not  be  permitted 
70  sit  as  a  representative  of  the  people,  wliile  co- 
vered with  cliarges  of  so  malignant  a  dye.    Instead 
of  regarding  the  iniqnities  of  this  culprit,  Diony- 
nu8  talked  in  a  high  strain  of  the  breach  of  privi- 
lege ofthe  house.  An  or^er  issued,  summoning  the 
infantry  to  attend  the  house,  which  they  instantly 
obeyedi     Mention  was  even  made  of  imprisoning 
them  for  so  daring  an  offence.    Rut  the  spirit  of 
Newcastle  county  did  not  at  that  time,  favor  thii 
measure.    It  was  suggested,  they  must  find  meani 
of  confining  a  regiment  or  more  of  their  militia,  or 
they  would   not  detain  the  infantry  long.    For 
many  day#  after  the  examination  ofthe  witnesseSt 
which  went  chiefly  to  an  enquiry  into  the  offence 
of  the  infintry,  there  was  no  open  disc*isstoQ 
usual  in  the  house.    At  the  ringing  of  the  bell, 
minority  of  patriotic  members  met  regnlarly:  bi 
Dionytiuo,  in  secret  cabal,  threatened  some  mei 
bers,  ani  allured  others  with  promises,  until  hm 
brought  his  measures  to  bear.    Finally  it  was 
oolvedy  that  R.    and  his  associate  (who  had  all 
been  arrested  for  standing  in  his  defence)  shoulf:^ 
take  their  seats;  and  the  light  infantry  were  dis-  ^ 
missed." 


PROCLAMATION. 
By  John  Burgoyne,  esq.  lieutenant  general  of  his  '^ 
majesty's  armies   in  America,   colonel   of  the  "^ 
qneen's  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  governor  of 
Fort  William  in  North  Britain,  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  and 
commanding  an  army  and  fleet  employed  on  an 
expedition  from  Canada,  &c.  &c. 

The  fofces  entrusted  to  my  command,  are  de- 
signed to  act  in  concert,  and  upon  a  common  prin- 
ciple, with  the  numerous  armies  and  fleets  which 
already  display  in  every  quarter  of  America,  the 
power,  the  justice,  and,  when  properly  sought,  the 
mercy  of  the  king. 


The  cause  in  which  the  British  arms  is  thus  ex- 
erted, applies  to  the  most  affecting  interests  of 
the  human  heart;  and  the  military  s^'rvants  of  the 
crown,  at  first  called  forth  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
restoring  the  rights  of  the  constitution,^now  com* 
hine  with  love  of  their  country,  and  duty  to  tliei. 
sovereign,  the  other  extensive  mcitements,  which 
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SQ& 


ue  sense  of  ihe  general  privileges  el  man 
olhe  eyes  and  earsof  the  temperate  pan 
ublic,  and  the  breasts  of  suffering  thou 
the  provinces,  be  the  melancholy  appeal, 
the  present  unnatural  rebellion  has  no^ 
c  a  foundation  for  the  completest  ijrstem 
y  that  ever  God,  in  uis  displeasure,  sufFer- 
liihc  to  be  exercised  over  a  froward  and 
generation. 

iry  imprisonment,  confiscation  of  property, 
ion,  and  torture,  unprecedented  in  the  in- 
of  the  Romish  churcli,  are  among  the  pal- 
)rmities  that  verify  the  affirmative.  These 
ted,  by  assemblies  and  committeei^  who 
profess  themselves  friends  to  liberty, 
c  most  quiet  subjects,  without  distinc- 
ige  or  sex,  for  the  sole  crime,  often  for 
suspicion,  of  having  ndhered  in  principle 
ivemment  under  which  they  were  born, 
liich,  by  every  tic,  divine  and  humun,  they 
^ance.  To  consummate  these  schocking 
ngs,  the  profanation  of  religion  is  added 
>8t  profligate  prostitution  of  common  rca- 
consciences  of  men  are  set  at  nought;  and 
esare  compelled  not  only  to  bear  arms,  but 
wear  subjection  to  an  usurpation  they  ab- 

ted  by  these  considerations— at  the  head 
I  in  tlte  full  powers  of  health,  discipline, 
iir — determined  to  strike  where  necessary 
xious  to  sp^re  where  pos-iible— I,  by  these 
,  invite  and  exhort  all  persons,  in  ail  places 
le  progress  of  this  army  may  point — and 
leasing  of  God  I  will  extend  it  far— to 
such  a  conduct  as  may  justify  me  in  pro- 
leir  lands,  habita'iions,  and  families^  The 
I  of  this  address  is  to  bold  forUi  security, 
edaiion  to  the  country.  To  thos«»,  whom 
1  principle  may  induce  to  partake  Uie  glo- 
ik  of  redeeming  their  countrymen  from 
I,  and  re-establishing  the  blessings  of  legal 
ent,  I  offrr  encouragement  and  employ- 
d,  upon  the  first  intelligence  of  their  asso- 

will  find  means  to  assist  their  undertak- 
he  domestic,  the  industrious,  the  infirm, 

the  timid  inhabitHn^s,  I  am  desirous  to 
provided  they  remain  quietly  at  their 
hU  'hey  do  uot  suffer  their  cattle  to  be 
,  nor  their  corn  or  forage  to  be  secreted 
»yed;  that  they  do  not  break  up  their 
w  roads;  nor  by  any  other  act,  directly  or 
^,  endeavor  to  obstruct  the  operations  ot 
t  troops,  of  supply  or  assist  thote  of  the 


Every  species  of  privision,  brought  to  iny  camp, 
vill  be  paid  for  at  an  equitable  rate,  and  in  soU4 
coiiK 

In  consciousness  of  Christianity,  my  royal  mai* 
fpr's  clemency,  and  the  honor  of  soldiership,  I  have 
dwelt  upon  this  invitation,  and  urished  for  more 
more  pertuasive  terms  to  give  it  impressiori.  And 
let  not  people  be  led  to  disregard  it,  by  consider^ 
iifg  their  distance  from  the  i  nme^liate  situation  of 
my  camp.  I  have  b'l?  to  give  stretch  to  the  Indian 
forces  wider  my  direction — and  they  amount  to 
thousands— to  overtake  the  Uardened  enemies  of 
Great  Britain  and  America.  I  consider  then  the 
same,  wherever  they  may  lurk. 

If,  notwithstanding  these  endeavors,  and  sincere 
inclinations  to  effect  them,  the  phrenzy  of  hostili* 
ty  should  remain,  I  trust  1  shall  stand  acquitted 
in  the  eyes  of  God  and  men  in  denouncing  and 
executing  the  vengeiace  of  the  state  against  th^ 
wilfHl  outcasts.  The  messengers  of  justioe  and  ol 
wrath  await  them  in  the  field:  and  devastation,  fa- 
mine, and  every  concomitant  horror,  thatHi  reluc- 
tant, but  indispensable pros.ecutiowof  mmtary  du- 
ty must  occasion,  will  bar  the  way  to  their  return. 

JOHN  BURGOYNE. 
Camp,  at  'ricondero^a,  Juty  3,  177^. 

By  order  of  his  excellency  the  lieut.  general. 

KoBKHT  KiaosTos,  secretary. 

To  John  Burgoynv,  esq.  lieutenant  general  of  hia 
majes'y's   armies,   in  America,  colonel  of  the 
queen's  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  fiiiremor  of 
Port  William  in  Nortii  Britain,  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  commons  of  Great  Britain, 
comm:Anding  an  army  and  fi^et  employed  oi 
expedition  from  Caiiada,  &c.  &c. 
Mo»t  hi  J  A,  mott  tid^hty,  mo^t  puiitant,  and  iu&iHtk 

general/ 
When  the  forces  under  your  coQMtnd  arrived  at 
Quebec  in  order  to  act  in  concert  and  upon  a  com- 
mon principle  with  the  numerous  fleets  and  armies 
which  already  display  in  every  quarter  of  America, 
the  justice  and  mercy  of  your  king,  we,  the  rep* 
tiles  of  America,  were  struck  wilh  unusual  trepida- 
tion and  astonishment.  But  what  words  can  ex- 
press  the  plenitude  uf  our  horror,  wlien  the  colonel 
of  the  qtiee.t'a  regiment  of  liglit  dragoons  advanced 
towards  Ticonderoga.  The  mountains  shook  be- 
fore thee,  and  the  trees  of  the  forest  bowed  their 
lof.y  head^i'ihe  vast  lakes  of  the  north  were  chil- 
led at  thy  presence,  and  the  migiity  catarabui  stop- 
ped their  tremendous  career,  and  were  suspended 
in  awe  at  thy  approach.  Judge*  then.  Oh!  ineiiUblc 
goTemor  of  Fort  William  2u  XosOi  ft.t\\^\\\^  vsVca. 
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most  bmre  been  the  teiTor»  diimajt  mnd  detnair. 
that  ovenpretd  this  paltry  continent  of  America, 
and  lis,  its  wretched  inhabitants.  Dark  and  dreary 
indeed,  was  the  prospect  before  us,  till,  like  th'' 
sun  in  the  horizon,  your  most  (^cious,  sublime, 
and  irresistible  pr-*rUmstionp  op^ed  the  doors  of 
Aiercy,  and  snatched  us,  as  it  were,  from  the  jaws 
of  annihilation. 

We  foolishly  thought,  blind  as  we  were,  thUt 
your  ^cious  master's  fleets  and  armies  were 
oome  to  destroy  us  and  our  liberties;  but  we  arc 
happy  in  hearing  from  you  (and  who  can  doubt 
what  you  assert?)  that  they  were  called  forth  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  restoring  the  rights  of  the  con- 
stitution, to  a  froward  and  stubborn  generation. 

And  is  it  for  this.  Oh!  sublime  lietrenant  general, 
that  you  hare  given  yourself  the  trouble  to  cross 
the  wide  Atlantic,  and  with  incredible  fatigue  tra- 
rerse  umniltivsted  wilds?  And  we  ungratefully 
refuse  the  proffered  blessing?— To  restore  the 
riglits  of  tho^Constitution,  you  liave  called  together 
an  amiaUe  host  of  sarages,  and  turned  them  loose 
loose  to  scalp  our  women  and  children,  and  lay  our 
country  waste— this  they  hare  performed  with  their 
ususl  skill  and  clemency;  and  yet  we  remain  Insen 
aible  of  the  benefit,  and  unthankful  fbr  so  much 
goodness. 

Our  congress  haTe  declared  independence,  and 
our  assemblies,  as  your  h:ghness  justly  observes, 
have  most  wickedly  imprisoned  the  avowe  1  friends 
of  that  power  with  which  tliey  are  at  war,  and  most 
profanely  compelled  those,  whose  consciences  will 
not  permit  them  to  fight,  to  pay  some  small  part 
towards  the  expenses  their  country  is  at,  in  sup- 
porting what  is  called  a  necessary  defensive  war. 
If  we  g^  on  thus  in  our  obstinacy  and  ingratitude, 
what  can  we  expect,  but  that  you  should,  in  your 
anger,  give  a  stretch  to  the  Indian  forces  under 
your  direction  amountiug  to  thousands,  to  overtake 
and  destroy  us?  or,  which  is  ten  times  worse,  that 
you  should  withdraw  your  fleets  and  armies,  and 
leave  us  to  our  own  misery,  without  completing 
tJie  benevolent  task  you  have  begun,  of  restoring 
to  us  the  rights  of  the  constitution? 

We  submit — we  submit*— most  puissant  colonel 
of  the  queen's  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and 
governor  of  Fort  William  in  North  llritain!  We 
offer  our  heads  to  the  scalping  knife,  and  our  bel- 
lies to  the  bayonet.  Who  can  resist  the  force  of 
your  eloquence?  Who  can  withstand  the  terror  of 
your  arms?  The  invitation  you  have  made,  in  the 
Goosciousnets  of  Christianity,  your  royal  master's  from  Canada,  fcc.  fcc^  lio.' 


rle>nency,  and  the  tionor  of  soldiership,  ^-  t.i4nk« 
fully  accept.  The  blood  of  the  slain,  the  cries  of 
injured  virgins  and  innocent  children,  and  the  never 
ceasing  sighs  and  groans  of  starving  wretches,  now 
liiiguishing  in  the  jails  and  prison  ships  of  IVew 
York,  call  on  us  in  vain;  whilst  your  aabUme  firo* 
clamation  is  s  mnded  in  oar  ears.  Forgive  us,  O 
c«r  country!  Forgive  us,  dear  posterity!  Forgive 
UH,  all  ye  foreign  powers,  who  are  aozioualy  watch- 
ing our  conduct  in  this  important  struggle,  if  we 
yield  implicitly  to  the  persuasive  tongae  of  the 
most  elegant  colonel  of  her  majesty's  reginent  off 
light  dragoons. 

FV>rbear,  then,  thoa  magnanimous  lieutenant  ge> 
general!  Forbear  to  denou^ice  vengeance  against 
us— Forbear  to  give  a  stretch  to  those  restorers  of 
constitatiunal  riglits,  the  Indian  forces  under  your 
direction.— Let  not  the  messengers  of  justice  and 
wrath  await  us  in  the  field,  and  devastation,  and 
every  concomitant  horror,  bar  our  return  to  the 
allegiance  of  a  piioce,  who,  by  his  royal  will,  would 
deprive  us  of  every  blessing  of  life,  with  all  pos- 
sible clemency. 

We  are  domestic  we  are  industrious,  we  are  in* 
firm  and  timid:  we  shall  remain  quietly  at  hossc^  ^ 
and  not  remove  our  cattle,  our  com,  or  fyiige^  m 
hopes  that  you  will  come,  at  the  head  of  troo|M^  m 
the  full  powers  of  health,  discipline,  and  valor, 
take  chnrge  of  them  fbr  yourselves.  Behold 
wives  and  daughters,  our  flocks  and  herda,  our 
goods  and  chatties,  are  they  not  at  the  mercy  of  our 
lord  the  king,  and  of  bis  lieutenant  general,  mem- 
ber of  the  house  of  commons,  and  governor  of  Fort 


WiUiam  in  North  Briuin? 


Saratogai  lOrA  My,  1777. 


A.  U. 

a  D. 

E.  F.  he,  he.  fcc. 


Propotaltfor  an  exchange  of  general  Bur^jme.— 
Atcribed  to  hU  excellency  fViUian  Livin^ttwn^  etf . 
governor  of  the  etate  of  Jfew^ertey.^ 

Should  the  report  of  general  Burgoyne*s  having 
infringed  the  capitulation,  between  major  general 
Gates  and  himself,  prove  to  be  true,  our  supe^i  >rs 

*T)ie  turgid,  bombastic  procia  nation  (for  «rbich 
see  American  Museum,  vol.  II.  page  4>95)  which 
gave  rise  to  this  elegant  and  poignant  satire,  vif 
prefaced  in  the  following  manner:  ** Proclamation 
by  John  flurgoyne,  esquire,  lieutenant  general  of 
his  majesty's  armies  in  America,  colooel  of  the 
oMcen's  regiment  of  light  dragoo  is,  governor  of 
fi>rt  William,  in  North  Britain,  one  of  the  repre* 
sentatives  of  the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  and 
commanding  an  army  and  fle^  on  an  expeditioa 
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will  doubtless  Uke  proper  OAre  to  prevent  his 
reaping  any  benefit  from  it;  and  should  be  be  de- 
tained as  a  prisoner  for  his  infraction  of  any  of  the 
ftrticlcK,  I  would  humbly  propose  to  exchange  him 
in  such  manner,  as  will  at  the  same  time  flatter 
his  vanity  and  redound  to  the  greatest  emolument 
of  America.  To  evince  the  reasonableness  of  my 
proposal,  I  would  observe,  that  by  the  same  parity 
of  re!i«on,  that  a  general  is  exchanged  for  a  gene 
iral,  a  colonel  for  a  colonel,  and  so  on,  with  respect 
to  other  ofHcers,  mutually  of  equal  rank,  we  ought 
tif  have  for  one  and  the  sime  gentleman,  who  shall 
happen  to  !iold  both  those  ofFiCPS,  both  a  general 
and  a  colonel.  This  wilt  appear  evident  from  the 
Consideration  that  those  exchanges  are  never  re- 
gulated by  viewing  ttie  persons  exchun^ed  in  the 
light  of  mew,  but  as  officcnt  since  otherwise,  a  colo 
tiel  might  as  well  be  exchanged  far  a  Serjeant  as 
for  ai  officer  of  his  own  rank;  a  Serjeant  being, 
undoubtedly,  equally  a  man,  and,  as  the  case  some- 
times happens,  more  of  a  man  too.  One  prisoner, 
llierefbre,  having  twenty  different  oRioes,  ought  to 
redeem  from  captivity  twenty  prisoners  aggregately 
holding  the  same  offices;  or  such  greater  or  less 
'  number  as  shall,  with  respect  to  rank,  be  equal  to 
hit  twenty  offices.  This  being  admitted,  I  think 
general  Uurgoyne  is  the  most  profitable  prisoner 
we  could  have  taken,  having  more  offices,  or  (what 
amuuntp  to  the  same  thing  in  Old  England)  more 
titles,  than  any  gentleman  on  this  aide  the  O.mgei. 
And  at  his  impetnouo  excellency  certainly  meant  to 
avail  himself  of  his  titles,  by  their  pompoui  display 
in  his  proclamation,  had  be  proved  conqueror^  it  is 
hilt  reasonable  that  we  should  avail  ourselves  of 
them  now  he  is  conquered;  and,  till  I  meet  with  a 
better  project  for  that  purpose,  I  persuade  myself 
that  the  following  proposal  will  approprinte  them 
-  to  a  much  better  use,  than  tliey  were  ever  applied 
to  before. 

Tlie  exchange  I  propose  is  as  follows: 
L  For  John  Uurgoyne,  esquire. 

Some  worthy  jtistice  of  the  peace,  magnanimoiitly 
atolen  ovt  of  his  bed,  or  taken  from  his  farm  by  a 
bandof  ruffixns  in  the  uniform  of  British  soldiers, 
and  now  probably  perishing  with  hunger  and  cold 
in  a  loathsome  jail  in  New- York. 
II.  For  John  Burfgoyne,  lieutenant-general  of  his  ma- 

jetty' 9  armies  in  America. 
Two  majors  general. 
HI.  F'>r  John  Burgoyne,  colonel  of  the  queenU  regi 

ment  oflitrht  dragoons. 

As  the  Briiish  troops  naturally  prize  every  thing 
in  proportion  as  it  partakes  of  royalty,  and  under 


Yalue  whatever  originates  from  a  repnb'ican govern- 


ment,  I  suppose  a  colonel  of^er  majesty* t  o-ten  regi<* 
ment  will  procure  at  least  three  continental  coloneli 
of  hopse. 

IV.  For  John  tJurgoync,  goioernor  of  fort  IVilUam  in 
JVorth  Britain. 

Here  I  would  demand  one  povemor  of  one  of  thd 
tJnitcd  Stated,  as  his  muUitulary  excellency  is  go- 
vernor of  af'trtf  and  two  more,  as  that /or/  is  in 
J^orth  liritain,  which  his  Britannic  m^jes'y  may  be 
presumed  to  vdue  in  that  proportion;  but  consider- 
ing that  the  said  fort  is  called  fTiWrtm*  which  may 
excite  in  his  mnj -sty's  mind  the  rebellions  idea  of 
libertj',  I  deduct  one  upon  that  account,  and,  rather 
than  pM2zle  the  cartel  with  any  perplexity,  I  am 
content  with /too  ^ovemort, 

V.  For  John  Burgoyne,  one  of  the  representatives  of 
Great  Britain, 

The  firat  member  of  congress  who  may  fall  into 
the  enemy's  hands. 
VI    Par  Jo'jn  Burgoyne,  commander  of  a  fleet  em* 

ployed  in  an  expedition  from  Canada, 

The  admiral  of  our  navy.  . 

VII.  For  John  Burgoyne,  commander  of  an  army 
employed  m  an  expedition  from  Canada. 

0:;e  commander  in  chief  in  any  of  our  depart* 
ments. 

VIII.  For  John  fiurgoynei  &c.  ^c,  ^c. 

Some  connoisseurs  in  hieroglyphics  imagine  that 
ihese  three  et  ceteris  are  emblematical  of  three 
certain  occult  qualities  in  the  generjl,  which  he 
n<»ver intend*  to  exhibit  in  mort  legible  characters, 
v*z.'  prudence,  modesty,  and  humanity.     Others  sup- 
pose that  they  stand  f>r  kifig  of  America g  and  thet, 
had  he  proved  successfu!,  he  would  have 'fallen 
upon  general  Howe,  and  afterwards  have  set  up 
for  himself     Be  tliis  as  it  may,  (which  it  howevfr 
behoves  a  certain  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of 
the  water  seriously  to  consider)  I  insist  upoA  it, 
that  as  all  dark  and   cahMlistical  characters  are 
suspicions,  these  inognoscibie  enigmas  may  por.eiul 
much  more  than  is  generally  appreliended.     A\  all 
events,  grincriil  Burgoyne  hus  availed  himself  of 
their  importance,  and  1  doubt  ••ot  ttiey  excited  as 
much  terror  in  his  proclamation,  as  any  of  his  more 
luminous  titles.     A^  his  person,  therefore,  is  by  the 
cjpture,  become  the  property  of  the  congress,  all 
his  titles,  (which  some  suppose  to  consiituie  his 
very  essence)  w!keiher  more  sple:idid  or   opake« 
latent  or  visible,  are  become,  ipso  facto,  the  lawful 
g-oods  and  chattels  of  the  continent,  and  ought  not 
to  be  restored  without  a  consideration  equivalent. 
If  we  shouid  happen  to  over>rate  them,  it  is  hie 
own  f».ult,  it  being  in  his  power  to  ascertain  their 
mirirsic  valu?i  tod  it  is  a  rule  in  law,  that  when  a 
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^  ,jMf^  i«^po«eued  of  Aidenee  to  diipcove  what  *» 
"*]Uligcd  tf(aintt  hid^  aad  rafiue*  ta  prodnec  It,  the 
prcNMptkn  niud  ifUMt  htn,  b  to  be  taken  Tor 
gTMtcd.  Certain  it  ta,  that  tbeM  three  M  oMcna 
Munitmdfor  thrteaMMUiif^mdatthcaaibrcB 
MMBrthhg*  miut,  at  Icait,  be  equal  to  ihreo  Kunr- 
thfa^  without  nnic  or  tiile,  1  bad  aone  thonghu 
,  ^Mttiof  them  down  fcr  thrat  pritaati  but  Ihen 
U  tlicy  an  tirt  —mntUngt  in  gmteral  Btn^yne, 
wUeh  Bntt  b«  oT  twioe  the  Talne  of  Umt  ana 
Uii^t,  in  oaji  lirm  piivaUtt  I  ihall  onlj  d<nililt 


proUesatical,  cnifBatical,  bieraglyphieal,  njiiic, 
•Mrosmtic,  c^aUaticalandportcnUMiaft  wtcru, 
•^tpnvuUi. 

■o  that,  tceordbv  to  bi;  pirn,  we  ought  to  detain 
tUi  M*at  eeaqaeror  of  the  Korth,  now  a  iwU  pri 
•oMr  1b  the  Ban,  till  we  ban  gM  in  eidun|c  for 
kim,  one  wquirc^  two  ■ajon  gcNral,  three  colo- 
BeU  of  ligtit  hone,  two  goTemon,  oM  aenber  ol 
'  WgfMi,  the  admiral  of  oar  navjr,  one  connanrltT 
lnehl*rinaae|iaratedepartnent,andalxprivM«s; 
VlilahiiprabafalyiBoretliinthUtziraordittaij  hen 
voald  hteh  in  anjr  pirt  of  Great  Britain,  were  b? 
«KpB>ed  at  publte  aueiion  tor  a  d»r  and  a  year.  All 
^lidi  i«QcvenheleM,huBibl]r  *ubnlttedtotheco^' 
■ideralkul  of  the  honorable  the  congreu,  and  liii 
escellenc;  general  Wulibigton. 

Friaoetoii,  JDrctwin-S,  1777. 

Z^tlerJrtmkiitXMlUneggetienU  IVaihingitn  toge- 
ntrvl  Gaga. 

IliAD  ^nikTana, 
C»mbridgt,  Augvtl  11, 1775. 
Sib— I  Bodcratand  iliat  the  ofBcera,  engird  in 
the  CMtae  of  I^tftj  w>d  their  eoantry,  who,  by  tbe 
fhrtBoe  of  war,  hare  bllen  into  your  hand^  havc 
bceo  thrown  indueriiiunileljr  into  ■  eomnion  jail, 
appropriated  tor  relon«--that  no  coniidcratton  hat 
been  had  for  thoie  of  the  moat  reapecUble  rank, 
when  languiihlng  with  woundi  and  lieknett— Ibit 
■ome  of  theai  bare  been  cren  amputated  in  tbia 
oavoetb]!  litnation. 

Let  joor  ophiion^  air,  of  tbcprineipte  which  actu- 
ate*  them,  be  what  it  may,  they  auppoie  th^  act 
froothenobleat  of  all  priBciplea,ali)veofrree<!om 
and  their  country.  But  political  opioioniJcoKetv,', 
■rc  brcign  to  thia  point  Theobligationiiriiing  from 
the  lighta  of  bunaniiy,  and  claioia  ofrank,  are  uni- 
VcnaUy  binding  and  exienaiw^  c^VP*  >"  cue  ^^t 
retaliatioB.  These,  1  abould  hare  hoped,  would 
have  dictated  a  nnre  tender  treatnenl  of  tboee  in- 
dhidtiBli*  whon  shutca  or  war  bid  put  ia  your 


•tfcr.    MoreanltotbaaraaggMingltafhtBlMB.- 
ncy   ta  widen  that  uDhappj  hrMd,  wUok  ^a^ 
111  thoae  nipiatera  under  whom  jroB  act,  IwvB  n- 
pealedlf  declared  y«u  widt  to  aea  brerer  diacd. 

Sty  duty  now  makea  it  aeeewary  to  appeiae  tbm, 

■t,  far  the  fiiture,  I  ahall  regulate  nj  conduot  to- 

wjrds  ihose  genilcmen  of  yoor  army,  who  ar^  ar 

may  be  in  otu-  poaawaiBP,  exaot^  by  tbe  colayOB 

ihitl  obicrve  toward*  tboee  of  oan  who  aay  b* 

!  your  cditody. 

If  aevetfty  and  btrdahip  matt  the  line  of  ywr 
conduct  {painful  a*  it  may  be  to  me)  your  priacam> 
will  re«l  iu  effeeii  bat  if  kindnew  and  hamwly 
■re  ihowB  to  oura,  I  ihall,  with  pleamr^  uiiaiHw 
(hoie  in  Mir  band*  only  a*  untorumate,  aad  tb^ 
shall  rcoeivc  ihim  me  that  treetm^  to  which  tht 
unfortunate  are  crer  entitled. 

1  b»g  to  be  fhnred  with  aa  amwer  aa  aeaa  » 

poiiiblr,  and  am,  fir,  yoor  very  bumble  Bien«n^ 

Q.  WASHINGTOIT. 

/ht  cj^cdttncsgtMnl  Cogt. 


ANSWER. 

SiB->Totbe  glory  of  eivilii-d  nation*,  bumaui^ 
and  warhavebeenconpitiblri  and  eompaaiioB  ^^--^ 
the  subdued  ■•  become  almott  •  general  ayatcm. 

BriCoaa,  aver  pre  eminent  in  mercy,  have  M^^ 
^ne  common  eianplea,  and  overlooked  tbe  crieL^* 
nal  in  the  captive.  Upon  theie  principle^  yot^' 
prisoner,  wboie  lire*,  bj  the  Uwi  of  the  UmI,  ar-^* 
clcatined  to  the  cord,  have  hiiLcrio  been  treale^^ 
viiib  care  and  kindnna.and  more  comfortably  lodg'^' 
ed,  than  the  king**  troopa,  in  tbe  hoipitala;  indir' 

imiiiiiely,  it  ia  true,  tor  1  acknowledge  no  rad^ 

at  iiDOt  derived  from  the  king. 

My  inteliigenee  ttom  your  army  would  juttif]^ 
vcre  rEcriminalion.    I  uodrritand  there  are  aom^^ 
of  the  king*!  faithful  lubjtcta,  taken   aometime' 
:  by  the  rebcia,  laboring  like  negro  elavet^  t» 
gain  their  daily  lubaiatenee,  ot  reduced  lo  the 
ivreichrd  allemative,  to  periih  by  famine  or  take 
igainit  their  king  and  countij.    Those,  wb* 
made  the  trealmeni  of  the  prisunera  in  my 
haiiil»,  or  of  your  other  friendt  in  Biiston,  a  pre- 
tence forauch  meiMres,  found  barbarity  upon  ialae- 

I  would  Krillhigly  hope,  air,  that  the  aentimeota 
of  libemlily,  which  I  have  alwayi  believed  yon  ta 
pDairs*,w)ll  heesened  to  correct  iheae  miadoinga. 
De  temperate  in  poUtiGal  di»qui»itiocni  giva  free 


I 
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Sir 


operation  to  truth,  and  punish  those  who  deceive  |  political   disquiiition;  nor  shall  I  now  avail  my- 


•nd  misrepresent;  and  not  only  the  effects,  but  the 
causes  of  this  unhappy  conflict  will  soon  be  re- 
moTed. 

Should  those,  under  whose  usurped  authority 
you  act,  controul  such  a  disposition,  and  dare  to 
call  tererity  retaliation,  to  God,  who  knows  all 
hearts,  be  the  appeal  for  the  dreadful  consequences. 
1  trust  that  British  soldiers,  asserting  the  rights 
of  the  sute,  the  laws  of  the  land,  the  being  of  the 
constitution,  will  meet  all  events  wiih  becoming 
fortitude.  They  will  court  victory  with  the  spirit 
their  cause  inspires,  and  from  the  same  motive  will 
find  the  patience  of  martyrs  under  misfortune. 

Till  I  read  your  insinuations  in  regard  to  minis- 
ters, I  conceived  that  1  had  acted  under  the  king; 
whose  wishes  it  is  true,  as  well  as  those  of  his 
ministers,  and  of  every  honest  man,  have  been  to 
see  this  unhappy  breach  forever  closed;  but  unfor- 
tunately for  both  countries,  those,  who  have  long 
since  projected  the  present  crisis,  and  influence 
the  councils  of  America,  have  views  very  disUnt 
from  accommodation* 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  GAGE. 
Gtwgt  Wathington,  etq. 

REPLY.         I 

HbAD  <i17ABT£R8, 

Cambridge,  Augutt  19,  1775, 
8i»— I  addressed  you  on  the  11th  inst.  in  terms 
which  gave  the  Tairest  scope  for  the  exercise  of 
that  humanity  and  politeness,  which^  were  supposed 
to  form  ft  part  of  your  character.  I  remonstrated 
with  you  on  the  unworthy  treatment  shewn  to  the 
officers  and  citizens  of  America,  whom  the  fortune 
of  war,  chance,  or  a  mistaken  confidence,  had 
thrown  into  your  hands. 


Whether  British  or  American  mercy,  fortitude, 
and  patience,  are  most  pre-eminent— whether  our 
virtuous  citizens,  whom  the  band  of  tyranny  has 
forced  into  arms,  to  defend  their  wives,  their  chil- 
dren, and  their  property,  or  the  mercenary  instru- 
ments of  lawless  domination,  avarice,  and  revenge, 
best  deserve  the  appellation  of  rebels,  and  the  pu 
nishment  of  that  cord,  which  your  affected  clemen- 
cy has  forborne  to  inflict— whether  the  authority 
under  which  I  act,  is  usurped,  or  founded  upon 
the  genuine  principles  of  liberty— were  altogether 
foreign  to  the  subject.    I  purposely  avoided  all 


self  of  those  advantages,  which  the  sacred  caus%.  .^ 
of  my  country,  of  liberty  and  human  nature,  glva  *^ 
me  over  you;  much  less  shall  I  stoop  to  retort  any 
invective.  But  the  intelligence,  you  s«y  you  have 
received  from  our  army,  requires  a  reply. '  1  hare 
taken  time,  sir,  to  make  a  strict  enquiry,  and  find  it 
has  n^^*  the  least  foundation  in  truth.  Not  only 
your  officers  and  soldiers  have  been  treated  with 
a  tenderness  due  to  fellow  citizens  and  brethren^ 
but  even  those  execrable  parricides,  whose  eoun* 
oils  and  aid  have  deluged  their  country  with  blood» 
have  been  protected  from  the  fury  of  a  justly  en- 
raged people.  Far  from  coTipelling  or  permitting 
their  assistance,  I  am  embarrassed  with  the  num« 
hers  who  croud  to  our  camp,  animated  with  the  pu- 
rest principles  of  virtue  and  love  of  their  country. 
You  advise  me  to  give  free  operation  to  truth;  to 
punish  misrepresentation  and  falsehood.  If  expe- 
rience stamps  value  upon  counsel,  your*s  must 
have  a  weight  which  few  can  claim.  You  best  can 
tell,  how  far  the  convuision,  which  has  brought 
such  ruin  on  both  countries,  and  shaken  the  mighty 
empire  of  Britain  to  its  foundation,  may  be  traced 
to  these  malignant  causes. 

You  aflect,  sir,  to  despise  all  rank,  not  derived 
from  the  same  source  with  your  own.  I  cannot  con. 
ceive  one  more  honorable,  than  that  which  flows 
from  the  uncorrupted  clioice  of  a  brave  and  free  , 
people,  the  purest  source  and  original  fountain  of 
all  power.  Far  from  making  it  a  pUa  for  cruelly, 
a  mind  of  true  magnanimity  and  enlarged  ideas, 
would  comprehend  and  respect  it. 

What  may  have  been  the  ministerial  views  which 
have  precipitated  the  present  crisis,  Lexington, 
Concord,  and  Charles  town,  can  best  declare.  May 
that  God,  to  whom  you  then  appealed,  judge  be- 
tween America  and  you.  Under  his  providence, 
those  who  influence  the  councils  of  America,  and 
all  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies,  at 
the  hazard  of  their  lives,  are  determined  to  hand 
down  to  posterity  those  just  and  invaluable  privi- 
leges which  they  received  from  their  ancestors. 


I  shall  now,  sir,  close  my  correspondence  with 
you,  perhaps  forever.  If  your  officeVs,  our  prison- 
ers, receive  a  treatment  from  m*,  different  from 
what  I  wished  to  shew  them,  they  and  you  will 
remember  the  occasion  of  it. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

GenerfU  Gage, 


«8t 
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■^mttrjrtm  auiftr  gruMral  Btb*t  (MM  f*  U*  txetUeaci/ 
gtatnttr  LningiUm. 

N*w-Yo>K,  Amwitj  *,  V7T- 
8n— I  •m  tatcnuptcd  in  mj  duljr  atteMptt 
POAen  the  dlanitiet  of  ptnom  Md  reeiHicile  tbcir 
caw  with  our  tecorily,  bj  *  grnnt)  erj  of: 
nent,  •riling  ttoa  an  inbruation— ~ 

That  oflocra  in  the  king**  ierri«e,  taken  i 
V'h  orNoTember,  and  Mr.  John  Ic^n,  a  drpaiy 
.    commtniry, are  tatWtricdia  JerMyfurhigti  tt«4 
■oni  and  (bat  Mr.  DilF  wM  anollin  priaoncr  hare 
been  bMf  ed. 

TbQU|^  t  ■■  neither  authoriaed  to  threaten  or 
W  wmtb,  My  wiih  to  prerent  an  Increaaa  of  horrori, 
'will  jiutiiy  Rijniing  the  librriy  oranoldaequiiiii' 
■no*,  to  dcaii-e  four  inlerpoiiuon  to  put  an  end  tu, 
0r  prevent  neainrca  wbidi,  if  jiunued  on  ooe  liilf , 
would  tend  to  prevnt  ryeiy  act  pf  humaohy  on 
the  4lber>  and  render  erer;  penon  who  ezerciKcs 
tU*  U)  the  king**  eneniAL  odiotu  to  hia  friehtj). 

I  need  not  point  <ait  to  yon  all  the  eniel  eonae- 
qaenoe*  of  lueh  a  praeedure.    I  am  hopeful  you'll 
prcrcot  Iheni,  and  excuie  thii  trouble  frsiQi 
Bir,  your  obedient  humble  atrranl, 
J^MGS  HOBERTSOX, 
N.  B.  At  the  moment  tliat  the  cry  of  mm 
rtaehed  my  ean,  1  waa  iigning  order*  that  Pi 
requeat  tohafctheliberty  of  theciij,  and  colonel 
Reynold  now  be  let  trte  on  hU  parole,  ihoulri  be 
complird  with.    I  have  not  recall rd  the  order,  l)e> 
came,  tbu-jRh  the  etideoce  heatrong-,  I  cannoi  be- 
lieve it  poMible,  a  meiiure  *o  aruel  and  unpolitic, 
could  he  adopled  where  you  bear  away. 
To  William  Livingaiqn,  eaq.  ke.  be. 
■  uTiKemu'a  &>iwsa. 

ory7, 1777. 


Trmlon  gv>l-  Al  the  aame  time  I  m 
nerd  tVaihington,  thai  if  be  efaOM  to  treat  'th«  - 
three  Rrit,  iriio  wereBriliah  ofSeai^  u  priMMVMof  ' 
war,  I  doubted  not  the  eounoil  ofaaftty  would  bo 
satiiRed.  General  Waahii^toa  baa  ii 
me  that  be  inteoda  ti 
ihey  are  tfaerelbre  at  k 
miiMry  of  priaoDeri  ihall  direct  coBcef^i%  IhiM 
Browne,  1  am  told,  eommitted  lereral  tobbtria* 
in  thit  state  bclbre,  he  took  aanetnary  on  Steleo> 
liUod,  and  1  ihautd  fcarcely  imaf  ine  that  he  hta 
..■ipiaied  the  guilt  of  hia  farmer  .crimei  by  cem- 
iniltlnE  tlie  greater  one  of  Joiniiy  the  enemiee  of 
111*  country.  However,  if  gcoent  WaahingtoR 
F^liooaea  to  conaidcr  him  alao  aa  a  priaoncr  of  war, 
I  ibnll  not  inte^oae  in  the  matter. 

llifT  waa  ezcented  aAer  a  tri^  by  a  jury,  Ibr  eo- 
liaiing  our  aubjeoti,  himaetf  being  oh^  aa  reetuili 
in  the  Sritlih  army,  and  he  waa  apprehended  n 
hia  «>/  with  them  to  Slaten-ialand.  Had  be  never 
been  subject  (olhii  atate,  he  would  have  IbrfMtcd 
bit  life  aaapy.  Mfce  waionaef  hiacompajiy,andliad 
lUn  procured  our  aubjaeu  to  enliat  in  th«  acniee 
ofihe  enemy. 


If  theae  tranaaetiona,  air,  ahould  iodncp  you  to 

coiinienuicegrealarieverUieitowarda  our  peopli^ 

wliomthe  (brtuneof  war  baa  thrown  into  your  pov- 

,  Ihan  they  have  alrci^y  luITercd,  you  will  pardot 

c  for  thinkif  g  that  you  go  hrther  out  of  your 

>y  la  find  palliitivea  for  inhumaBily  than  neeca> 

y  Erema  tortquirrj  andifthiabe  thecryof  mur- 

r  lo  which  you  allude  aa  having  reached  yvur 

'  I  ears,  I  sincerely  pity  your  eara  for  being  ao  fre> 

Iquenily  uaaultedwith  criea  of  murder  much  man 

laU'iibtr,  because  much  leia  diatant.— f  mean  the 

I  cries  of  your  priaonera  who  arc  con(t«nlIy  penik. 

I  inr  in  ibr  gaola  of  Kew-York  (the  cooleat  and  moat 

Sra— Havirg  received  a  letter  under  your  'ig-i^p.! 

nature,  dated  the  4th  initant,  which  I  haye  aonic 

reason  to  think  you  intended  farmr,  1  sit  down  i« 

•nawer  your  enquiries  concerning  certain  "'"''"■'L,,. 

in  the  aerviee  of  your  king  taken  on  Staten  1.1  md,  I  *  WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON'. 

and  one  Browne,  who  calls  hiinaelf  a  deputy  toni-j     J.mea  Bobertaon.  eaq.  tc.  &c.  kc. 
l»iisaTyj  and  alao  respecting  one  Uiff  and  anoHier  :     p,  g    You  have  diatingulahed  me  by  a  title  whioh 
prisoner,  (I  auppose  you  must  mean  John  Mee,  lie  ||  h.ve  neither  authority  nor  ambition  to  aasume.  I 
having  aliared  the  fate  you  oie&tion]  who  bave  been  |  ]u,o\t  of  no  man,  sir,  whd  bean  twaf  in  thia  lUte. 
hanged.  lit  is  our  peculiar  felicity,  and  our  auperiorily  over 

Buakirk,  Earl  and  Hammel,  who  are.  I  prenime, ,'  *'"'  '>'"''»*«»'  •X**™  '"  •«'«  i»«»rf«l..  that  we 
the  officer*  intended,  with  the  aaid  Browne,  were  i ""  ""'  ""''^  '*''  ■°™-'''  N'-J"^.  '^>  *" 

aent  to  me  by  general  Diekenaon  aa  pnaonere  U-|'*""'°"**~'"^'-    

ken  on  Statco-talaitd.     Finding  them  all  to  be  tub.  AVMvkr,  1781. 

jeeU  of  Ihi*  tUte,  and  to  have  committed  treaionLliWrMt  diUvtredifM.  rtMe  BamAte,  U  etajr^, 
IfMAft  it,  the  (OUDpI  of  safely  committed  them  to  I     tlie  tufram  executive  futH,  '"<'  f^  anemtff  ■/ 


e  kind  of  murder}  from  the  rigorouanuw- 
tlieir  treatment. 
,  with  all  due  respect,  your  moat  humhle 
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im 


Ivaniii^  &c  &c,  vho  'were  invited  ^  hit 
tcy  the  miniiter  of  France,  to  (Utend  in  the 
CathOiic  church  in  Philadelphia,  during 
bration  of  divine  tervice,  and  thanktgiving 
capture  of  lord  Cornwallie, 

DOEK — A  numerous  people  assembled  to 
juiks  to  the  Almighty  for  his  mercies,  is 
e  most  afTectiiig'  objects,  snd  worthy  the 

of  the  Supreme  Being.  While  camps 
with  triumphal  acclamations — while  na- 
»ice  in  victory  and  glory,  the  most  honora- 

a  minister  of  the  altar  can  fill,  is  to  be 
I  by  which  public  gratitude  is  conveyed 
Dnipotent. 

miracles,  which  he  once  wrought  for  his 
eople,  are  renewed  in  our  favor;  and  it 
:  equally  ungrateful  and  impious  not  to 
dge,  that  the  event  which  lately  confound. 
lemies,  and  frustrated  their  designs,  was 
erful  work  of  that  God  who  guards  your 

10  but  he  could  so  combine  the  circum- 
bich  led  to  succei's?  We  have  seen  our 
>ush  forward,  amid  perils  almost  innumer- 
d  obstacles  almost  insurmountable,  to  the 
cb  was  designed  to  witness  their  dis- 
t  they  eagerly  sought  it,  as  their  theatre 
h! 

18  they  were,  they  bore  hunger,  thirst, 
ment  skies,  poured  their  blood  in  battle 
rave  republicans,  and  crossed  immense 
3  confine  themselves  in  another  Jericho, 
ills  were  fated  to  fall  before  another 
tis  He,  whose  voice  commands  the  winds, 
and  the  seasons,  who  formed  a  junction 
ime  day,  in  the  same  hour,  between  a 
e  fleet  from  the  south,  and  an  army  rush- 

the  north,  like  an  impetuous  torrent, 
be,  in  whose  hands  are  the  hearts  of  men, 
sire  the  allied  troops  with  the  friendships, 
lenee,  the  tenderness  of  brothers?  How  is 
o  nations  once  divided,  jealous,  inimical, 
;d  in  reciprocal  prejudices,  are  now  be- 
closely  united,  as  to  form  but  one?— 

19  would  say,  it  is  the  wisdom,  tl»c  virtue, 
ration  of  their  chiefs;  it  is  a  great  national 
'hich  has  performed  this  prodigy.  They 
that  to  the  skill  of  the  generals,  to  the 
if  the  troops,  to  the  activity  of  the  whole 
must  attribute  this  splendid  success.  Ah! 
gnorant,  that  the  combining  of  so  many 
circumstances,  is  an  emanation  from  the 


all  perfect  mind;  that  courage,  that  skill,  that 
activity,  bear  the  sacred  impression  of  bim  who  ii 
diving. 

For  how  many  favors  have  we  not  to  thank  hia 
during  the  course  of  the  jpresent  year?  Your  union, 
which  was  at  first  supported  by  justice  alone,  baa 
been  consolidated  by  your  courage:  and  the  knot, 
which  ties  you  together,  is  become  Indissoluble,  by 
the  accession  of  all  the  states,  and  the  unanimous 
voice  of  all  the  conltsderates.  You^esent  to  the 
universe' the  noble  sight  of  a  i^iety,  which,  found- 
ed in  equality  and  justice,  secures  to  the  individuals 
who  compose  it,  the  utmost  happiness  which  can 
be  derived  from  human  institutions.  This  advan- 
tage, which  so  many  other  nations  have  been  unitble 
to  procure,  even  after  ages  of  efforts  and  misery, 
is  granted  by  Divine  Providence  to  the  Unitfd 
Slates;  and  its  adorable  decrees  have  marked  the 
present  moment  for  the  completion  of  that  memora- 
ble and  happy  revolution  which  has  taken  place  in 
this  extensive  continent.  While  your  counsels  were 
thus  acquiring  new  energy,  rapid  and  multiplied 
successes  have  crowned  your  arms  in  the  southern 
states. 

We  have  seen  the  unfortunate  citizens  of  these 
states  forced  from  their  peaceful  abodes;  after  a 
long  and  cruel  captivity,  old  men,  women  and 
children,  thrown,  without  mercy,  into  a  fprctgn 
country.  Master  of  their  lands  and  their  slaves, 
amid  his  temporary  affluence,  a  superb  victor 
rejoiced  in  their  distresses.  But  Philadelpfda  has 
witnesse4  their  patience  and  fortitude;  they  have 
found  here  another  home,  and,  though  driven  from 
their  native  soil,  they  have  blessed  God,  that  he 
has  delivered  them  from  their  enemies,  and  c.in- 
ducted  them  to  a  country  where  every  just  and 
feeling  man  has  stretched  out  the  helping  hand  of 
benevolenoe.  Heaven  rewards  their  virtues.  Three 
large  states  are  at  once  wrested  from  the  foe.  The 
rapaoious  soldier  has  been  compelled  to  take  refuge 
behind  his  ramparts;  and  oppression  has  vanbbed 
like  those  phantoms  which  are  dissipated  by  the 
morning  ray. 

On  this  solemn  occasion,  we  might  renew  our 
thanks  to  the  God  of  battles,  for  the  success  he 
has  granted  to  the  arms  of  your  allies,  and  your 
friends,  by  land  and  by  sea,  through  the  other  parts 
of  the  glo1}e.  But  let  us  not  recal  those  events 
which  too  clearly  prove  how  much  the  hearts  of 
our  enemies  have  been  obdurated.  Let  us  pro- 
strate ourselves  at  the  altar,  and  implore  the  God 
of  mercy  to  suspend  his  vengeance,  to  apare  them 
in  bis  wrath,  to  inspire  Uitm  VvCQk.  iWDfCa^^^^NA  ^^ 
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tnd  moderation,  to  lerminAte  their  obstinacy,  the  chaff  from  the  grain.    It  has  fliseriniBated  tli 
tnd  error,  and  to  ordain  that  your  victories  be  teiitpit>risingpoli4iciin.  who.  at  the  first  a;ipemMS 


Ibllowed  by  peace  and  tranquility.  Let  us  beseech 
him  to  continue  to  shed  on  the  councils  of  the 
king  your  ally,  that  spirit  of  wisdom,  of  justice, 
and  of  courage,  which  hai  rendered  his  reign  so 
glorious.  Let  tts  intreat  him  to  maintain  in  ench 
of  the  states  that  intelligence  by  which  the  United 
States  are  inspired.  Let  us  return  him  thanks  that 
a  faction,  whose  rebellion  he  has  corrected,  now 
deprived  of  iopport,  is  annihilated.  Let  us  offer 
him  pure  hearts,  untoited  by  private  hatred  or  pub- 
lie  dissention;  and  let  us,  with  one  will  and  one 
voice,  pour  forth  to  the  Lord  that  hymn  of  praise, 
by  which  Christians  celebrate  their  gratitude  and 
his  glory. 

J^eeeh  e/  Att  exeethney  JViriam  livingatmif  etq. 
gnerntr  of  the  ttate  •/  J^'ew-Jtrtegt  to  the  legitla- 
ture  9fthatitat€,  in  the  year  1777. 

Gkvtlsmiv — Having  already  liid  before  the  as- 
sembly, by  messages,  the  several  matters  that  have 
occurred  to  me,  as  more  particularly  demsnding 
their  attention  during  the  present  session,  it  may 
seem  less  necessary  to  address  you  in  the  more 
ceremonious  form  of  a  speech.  But  conceiving  it 
my  duty  to  the  state,  to  deliver  my  sentiments  on 
the  present  situation  of  affairs,  and  the  eventful 
contest  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  which 
could  not,  with  any  propriety,  be  conveyed  in 
occasional  messages,  you  will  excuse  my  giving  you 
the  trouble  of  attending  for  that  purpose. 

Afler  depio!  ing  with  you,  the  desolation  spread 
through  this  state  by  an  unrelenting  enemy,  who 
have  indeed  marked  their  progress  with  a  devasta- 
tion unknown  to  civilized  nations,  and  evincive  of 
the  most  implacable  vengeance — I  heartily  congra 
tulate  you  upon  that  subsequent  series  of  success 
wherewith  it  hath  pleased  the  Almighty  to  crown 
the  American  arms;  and  particularly  on  the  im- 
portant enterprize  against  the  enemy  at  Trenton, 
— and  the  signal  victory  obtained  over  them  at 
Princeton,  by  the  gallant  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  his  excellency  general  Wasliington. 

Considering  the  contemptible  figure  they  make 
at  present,  and  the  disgust  they  have  given  to  many 
of  their  own  confederates  amongst  us,  by  their 
more  than  Gothic  ravages— (for  thus  doth  the  Great 
Disposer  of  events  often  dedice  good  out  of  evil)— 
their  irruption  into  our  dominion  w-ll  probably 
redound  to  the  public  benefit.  It  has  certainly 
enabled  us  the  more  effectually  to  distinguish 
our  frienda  fh>a  our  enemies.    It  has  winnowed 


of  danger,  was  determined  to  secure  hu  idol,  pn* 
perty,  at  the  hazard  of  the  general  weal,  from  the 
pereevering  patriot— who,  having  embarked  his  si 
in  the  common  cause,  chooses  rather  to  risque— 
rather  to  lose  that  all,  for  the  preaervatioD  of  the 
more  estimable  treaaure,  liberty,  than  to  possra 
ix-^f  enjoy  it  he  certainly  could  not)— npoa  the 
ignominious  terms  of  tamely  resigning  hia  eoi» 
try  and  posterity  to  perpetual  servitude.    It  ha% 
in  a  word,  opened  the  eyes  of  those  who  were  made 
to  believe,  that  their  impi:ius  merit,  in  abetting  oar 
persecutors,  would  exempt  them  from  being  involf* 
ed  in  the  general  calamity.    But  as  the  rapacity  of 
the  enemy  was  boundless— their  havoc  was  indis- 
criminate, and  their  barbarity  unparalleled.    Tbcf 
have  plundered  friends  and  foes.    Effects  capiUe 
of  division,  they  have  divided.    Such  as  were  ast, 
they  have  destroyed.     They  hive  warred  opsa 
decrepit  age— warred  upon  defenceless  youth.  They 
have  committed  hostilities  against  the  profesfon 
of  literature,  and  the  ministers  of  religion— igaiist 
public  records,  and  private  monuments,  and  booki 
of  improvement,  and  pspers  of  curiosity,  and  against 
the  arts  and  sciences.    They  have  butchered  the 
wounded,  asking  for  quarter;  mangled  the  dyin|^ 
weltering  in  their  bloo'l;  refused  to  the  dead  the 
rites  of  sepulture;  suffered  prisoners  to  perish  for 
want  of  sustenance;  violated  the  chastity  of  womes; 
disfigured  private  dwellings,  of  tasic  and  elegance; 
and,  in  the  rage  of  imp>ety  and  barbarism,  profkstd 
and  prostrated   edificss  dedicated  to  Almij^ty 
God. 

And  yet  there  are  amongst  us,  who,  either  from 
ambitious  or  lucrative  motives— or  intimidaled  by 
the  terror  of  their  arms — or  from  a  partial  fbndne* 
for  the  British  constitution— or  deluded  by  insidioui 
propositions— are  secretly  abetting,  or  openly  tid- 
ing their  machinations,  to  deprive  us  of  that  libtf* 
ty,  without  which  man  is  a  beast,  and  government  i 
curse. 

Besides  the  inexpressible  baseness  of  wiihiTf 
to  rise  on  the  ruins  of  our  country— or  to  acquire 
riches  at  the  expense  of  the  liberties  and  fortnoei 
of  millions  of  our  fellow-citizens — how  soon  would 
these  delusive  dreams,  upon  the  conquest  of  Am^ 
rica,  end  in  disappointment?    For  where  is  the 
fund  to  recompense  those  retainers  to  the  Britiih 
arms?    Was  every  estate  in  America  to  be  con* 
fiscatedf  and   converted  into  cash,  the  product 
would   not  satiate  the  avidity  of  their  natiofl»l 
dependents:  nor  furnish  an  adequate  repast  for  the 
keen  appetites  of  their  owu  ministerial  beneficiaric*' 
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tttd  of  gratuitie^  and  promotion,  these  unbeppy 
maplices  in  their  tyranny,  would  meet  with 
sercilious  looks  and  cold  diadain;  and,  after 
Imhu  attendance,  be  finally  told  by  their  haughty 
fltera,  that  they  indeed  approved  the  treason, 
t  despised  the  traitor.     Insulted,  in  fine,  by 


With  all  this,  we  ought  to  contrast  the  naoMT- 
ous  and  hardy  sont  of  America,  inured  to  toil<i» 
seasoned  alike  to  heat  and  cold^hale— robott-^ 
patient  of  fatigue— a»d,  from  their  ardent  loTe  of 
liberty,  ready  to  §^t  dsnger  and  death — the 
immense  extent  of  continent,  wiiich  our  infatuated 


lirpretendedprotectors,  but  real  betrayers^and  enemies  have  undertaken  to  subjugate — the  re- 
•ded  with  the  stingy  of  their  own  consciences— I  markable  unanimity  of  its  fhhabitants,  notwith- 


sy  would  remain  the  frightful  monuments  of  hu- 
m  contempt  and  divine  indignation,  and  linger 
t  the  rest  of  their  days  in  self-condemnation  and 
■orse— and  in  weeping  over  the  ruins  of  their 
■iitry,  which  themselves  had  been  instrumental 
reducing  to  desolation  and  bondage.    . 

Others  there  are,  who,  terrified  by  the  power 
Britain,  have  persuaded  themselves  that  she  is 
t  only  formidable,  but  irresistible.  That  her 
»wer  is  great,  is  beyond  question;  that  it  is  not  to 
t  despised,  is  the  dictate  of  common  prudence. 
at  then  we  ought  also  to  consider  her,  as  weak 
couneil,  and  ihgulphed  in  debt— reduced  in  her 
sde— reduced  in  her  revenue— immersed  in  plea- 
ire — enervated  with  luxury — and,  in  dissipation 
id  venality,  surpassing  all  Europe.  We  ought 
»  consider  her  as  hated  by  a  potent  rival,  her 
itural  enemy,  and  particularly  exasperated  by 


standing  the  exception  of  a  few  apostates  and 
deserters — their  uoibaken  resolution  to  maintain 
their  freedom,  or  perish  in  the .  attempt— the 
fertility  of  our  soil  in  all  kinds  of  provisions  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  war— our  inexhaustible  in- 
ternal resources  for  military  stores  and  naval  arma- 
ments— our  comparative  economy  in  public  ex- 
penses—and the  minions  we  save  by  having  re- 
probsted  the  farther  exchange  of  our  valuable 
staples  for  the  worthless  baubles  and  finery  'of 
English  manufacture.  Add  to  this,  that  in  a  cause 
so  just  and  righteous  on  our  part,  we  have  the 
highest  reason  to  expect  the  blessing  of  Heaven 
upon  our  glorious  conflict.  For  who  can  doubt 
the  interposition  of  the  supremely  just,  in  f^vor  of 
a  people  forced  to  recur  to  arms  in  defence  of 
every  thing  dear  and  precious,  against  a  nation 
deaf  to  our  complaints — rejoicing  in  our  misery— 


fr  imperious  conduct  in  the  last  war,  as  well  ag  |  wantonly  aggravating  our  opi)ressions-deter«ined 
!r  insolent  manner  of  commencing  it;  and  thence  ^^  **'^*»^^  ^"^  substance-and  by  fire  and  sword  U 


compel  us  into  submissijn? 

Respecting  the  constitution  of  Great  Britain, 
bating  certain  royal  prerogatives,  of  dangerous  ten- 
dency, it  has  been  applauded  by  the  best  judges; 
and  displays,  in  its  original  structure,  illustrious 
proofs  of  wisdom  and  the  knowledge  of  hamaa 
nature.  But  what  avails  the  best  constitntion, 
with  the  worst  administration?  For  what  is  their 
present  government- and  what  has  it  been  for 
years  \3ast,  but  a  pensioned  confederacy  against 
reason,  and  virtue,  and  honor,  and  patriotisn^  and 
the  rights  of  man?  What  were  their  leaders^  but 
a  set  of  political  craftsmen,  flagitiously  conspiring 
to  erect  the  babel,  despotism,  upon  the  ruins  ef 
the  ancient  and  beautiful  fabric  of  law — a  shame- 


flamed  with  resentment,  and  only   watching  a 

vorable  juncture  for  open  hostilities.    We  ought 

t  consider  the  amazing  expense  and  ditriculty  of 

ansporting   troops   and  provisions  above  three 

lousand  miles,  with  the  impossibility  of  recruit- 

ig  their  army  at  a  less  distance,  save  only  with 

leb  recreants,  whose  conscious  guilt  must  at  the 

rat  approach  of  danger,  appal  the  stoutest  heart. 

Iioae  insuperable  obstacles  are  known  and  ac- 

nowledged  by  every  virtuous  and  impartial  man 

I  tfae  nation.    Even  the  author  of  this  horrid  war 

I  incapable  of  concealing  his  own  confusion  and 

iatresa.    Too  great  to  be  wholly  suppressed,  it 

■equently  discovers  itself  in  the  course  of  his 

peecb— a  speech  terrible  in  word,  and  fraught 

ith  contradiction— breathing  thrcatnings,  and  be-  jless  cabal,  notoriously  employed  in  deceiving  the 

raying  terror— a  motley  mixture  of  magnanimity  j  prince,  corrupting  the  parliament,  debasing  the 


nd  consternation— of  grandeur  and  abasement. — 
ITith  troops  invincible,  he  dreads  a  defeat,  and 
rants  reinforcements.  Victorious  in  America,  and 
riumphant  on  the  ocean,  he  is  an  humble  de« 


endent  on  a  petty  prince;  and  apprehends  an  debt  already  enormous'    And  what  was  the 


people,  depressing  the  most  virtuous,  and  exalting 
the  most  profligate— in  short,  an  insatiable  junto 
of  public  spoilers,  lavi;)hing  the  national  wealth, 
und,  by  peculation  and  plunder,  accumulating  a 


ttack  upon  his  own  metropolis;  and,  with  full 
onfidence  in  the  friendship  and  alliance  of  France, 
e  trembles  upon  his  throne,  at  her  secret  designs 
nd  open  preparatiors. 


ma- 


jority of  their  parliament,  formerly  the  most  august 
assembly  in  the  world,  but  venal  pensioners  to  the 
crown— a  prefect  mockery  of  all  popular  repre- 
sentation— and  at  the  absolute  devotion  q{  «,Hvt>| 
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niniiter*  Wh&t  vera  the  ehanetniitiu  of  tbclr 
■dniniftration  of  thaprtwincarf  Tba  lubttUutlon 
ottegtX  Inatructiona  in  the  nam  al  Uwi  the  mulu- 
pliolinn  or  officer*  to  •trcnf^tiFn  the  court  In. 
terMii  perpetually  axtcading  ttie  prtrogitivea  af 
the  kin;;,  antl  relMDehing  the  righli  of  (he  aub. 
JECt,  idvinein;  to  the  most  eminent  lUtiona,  men 
without  educilion,  and  of  Ihe  moit  dissolute  man- 
nerii  employing',  irilh  tlie  people'!  money,  ■  banil 
ofemiiiu'iea  to  miirepruentand  traduce  the  peo- 
ple: and,  to  crown  the  ayatea  of  mis-rule,  sport- 
ing witti  our  persona  and  estitca,  by  filling  the 
lii|[hnt  aeati  of  juiliee^  with  bankrupta,  bultiea, 
and  bluck-head*. 

Prom  such  a  nation  (though  all  this  we  bor»,  and 
■hoald  perhaps  have  borne  for  another  century, 
had  they  not  avowedly  claimed  the  unconditional 
dispnul  of  life  and  pra;>erty)  it  ia  evidently  our 
duty  to  be  detached.  To  remain  happy  or  safe  in 
our  connexion  with  her,  became  thenceforth  utterly 
impoaaible.  She  is  noreorer  precipitating  her  own 
fall,  or  the  sge  of  miraclai  is  returned — and  Bri 
lain  a  phenomenon  in  the  political  world,  witbaut 
aparalleL 

The  proclamationa  to  eoanare  the  timid  end 
ereduloua,  are  beyond  expression  disingenuous 
and  tantaliiing.  In  a  gilded  pill  they  conceal  real 
poiion:  they  add  insult  to  injury.  After  repented 
intinutiana  of  commisaionen  to  treat  with  Ame- 
rica, we  are  presented,  instead  of  the  peaceful  olive- 
hranch,  with  the  devouring  award:  instead  or  be 
■ng  visited  by  plenipotentiaries  to  bring  matters 
to  an  accomnodation,  we  are  invaded  by  an  army, 
in  their  opinion,  able  to  lubdue  ui — and  upon  dis- 
covering their  error,  the  terms  prnpounded  amount 
to  this,  "If  you  will  submit  without  resiiiance,  we 
are  content  to  take  your  property,  and  spare  our 
lives;  and  then  (the  consummition  of  arrogarii^el) 
we  will  graciously  pardon  you,  for  having  hitherto 
defended  hoth." 

Coniidering  then  their  bewildered  councils,  llieir 
blundering  mlniatry,  thcT  want  of  men  and  money, 
their  impaired  credit,  and  drclintng  commerce,  their 
lost  revenues,  and  starving  ialinds,  the  eorruptiori 
of  their  parliament,  with  the  efTeminacy  of  thrir  r.a 
tton — and  the  success  of  their  enterprise  la  agiidsi 
all  probabilitv.  Considering  farther,  Ihe  horrH 
eiMTmily  of  (heir  waging  war  against  tlicir  own 
brethren,  expostulating  for  on  audience,  complain' 
ing  of  injuries,  and  suppllcatin);  for  redress,  an<: 
waging  It  with  a  ferocity  and  vengesoce  unknown 
'.0  modem  agSf,  and  eontra-y  lo  all  laws,  human 


id  dirine;  and  w«  can  neither  qvcatioii  dK  jnttace 
Pour  oppositioa,  nor  the  aaiistanccoFHeavemta 
rown  it  with  victory. 

Let  ds  not,  however,  pretumptuoualy  rely  0*  the 

ilerprsition  of  Providence,  without  exerting  those 

efToris  which  it  is  our  duty  to  exert,  and  which  osr 

unirnl  Creator  haa  enabled  ua  to  esert.     Let 

do  our  part  to  open  the  next  campaign   with 

redoubled  vigoiin  and  until  the  United  Stalei  han 

ibled  the  pride  of  Britain,  and  obtained  aa 

honoriihle  peace,  cheerfully  furnish  our  proportics 

for  continuing  the  war—a  war,  founded  on  our  side 

the  immutable  obligation  of  selfdeftneeMdia 

support  of  freedom,  of  virtue,   and  every  Ibing 

tending  to  ennoble  our  nature,  and  reader  a  pca> 

lappy — on  their  part,  prompted  by  boandleu 

ce,  and  a  thirst  for  absolute  awaj,  and  built 

claiiU  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  icawa 

and  equity — a  claim  subversLve  of  all  liber^,  u- 

tura>,  civil,morjl,  and  religioUBj  incompatible witL 

human  happinesi,  and  usurping  the  ■ttrihuto  ef 

deity,  degrading  man,  and  blaspheming  God. 

Let  us  all,  therefore,  of  every  rank  and  dcftet, 
remember  our  plighted  faith  and  honor,  to  atii* 
cause  with  our  live*  and  fbrtunca.  Let 
ibiy  peracvere  in  preaccuting  lo  a  iijfj 
period,  what  ha*  been  ao  gloriously  begno,  tit 
iiherlosopmsperoualy  conducted.  AndlettksK 
1  more  diatinguished  stations  use  all  ihar  ialt- 
nce  ar.d  authority,  to  rouse  the  supinei  toamstU 
tie  irreaolutei  to  confirm  the  wavering,  and  to  in* 
rum  his  lurking  hole,  the  skulking  neutral,  «1M> 
caving  lo  others  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  difi 
neans  in  the  final  reault  to  reap  the  fmit*  of  diat 
iciory,  for  whioh  he  »ill  not  contend.  Let  o*'*' 
peculiarly  assiduous  in  bringing  to  condign  puaiil'- 
those  detestable  parricides  who  have  beto 
openly  active  against  their  native  country,  JU' 
may  we,  in  all  our  deliberations  and  proceedinjl, 
be  influenced  and  directed  by  the  Great  Arbittrx^ 
the  fate  of  nations,  by  whom  empires  rite  and  Uii 
and  who  will  not  always  suffer  Ihe  sceptre  of  iK 
wicked  to  rest  on  the  lot  of  Ihe  righteous,  bnti* 
due  time  •.vengc  an  injured  people  on  their  W 
fceling  opprcksor,  and  his  bloody  instrumeoti. 
UaiUwifi,Ul,  t'eb.  25,  1777. 

[^'/lAof  been  oatTovtried  lahtther  the  eaftxrt  i/ 
jien.  C^nrwalUtvat  tlitrnuUtf  a  plan  ftreetnetri- 
ed  betvetn  gen.  n'athingim  and  counl  t!e  G<aM! 
or  raffter  mA.rAer  the  arrival  af  lU  cmnt  ia  tU 
Chempe.ike,  ■aai  prt-dttermined  and  expetud  if 
jfd.  ft'athinglin,  and  cmtrqiKnllg  a'.U.'ie prepan- 
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fiwu  I*  attack  JAw  Trrt,  a  mat  Jintttt  te 

tketmtji,  •r-mhtlhtrlliitradiMaititn-mai against 
AVb  Ttrk,  and  the  Hegt »/  rarktnr^  flaKHtd  «pc 
the  tniexptcUd  arrioal  »f  the  French  JUtI  in  tl 
bof.  Thtjtilntng  ItUtr  aiU  itt  M>  matltr  in  i 
irua  Sffht.]  [Carar'i  Huuiim. 

Moi7BTV»m»o»,Wj3I.  178B. 
SiK— I  dal;  reecired  your  letter  of  the  Uib  Ins 
Wid  cm  onlytntwer  you  briefly  knd  genenliy  frar 
nemoryi  thkt  a  combined  operation  of  the  Ur' 
and  naval  Torcea  or  France  in  America,  for  the  year 
irBl,  «a*  preconceneil  the  year  before;  ibai  the 
poiiil  of  attack  wa*  nol  abiulutcly  agreed  upon*, 
bacauic  it  could  Dot  be  foreknown  where  the  ene 
my  would  be  moat  luiceptiblc  of  inpreiiionj  and 
becauae  *e  (having  the  command  of  the  water  with 
■ufGctent  meaoa  of  conrej'ince)  could  transport 
oiiraelfM  to  any  ipot  with  the  ercateat  celeriiyi 
tliat  it  wat  determined  by  me,  nearly  twelTB 
Bionthi  befbre  hand,  at  all  biaardi,  to  give  out, 
tadcaaaeit  to  be  beliered  by  the  highest  mllitar} 
aa  well  aa  civil  offlceri,  that  New. York  was  llic 
deaiioed  place  of  attack,  far  the  important  pur- 
poae  of  inducing  Ibe  eaitern  and  middle  aiales  to 
make  greater  ezcrtlona  In  fumiabing  apeCiSc  aup- 
plka,  than  Ihey  olherwiae  would  have  done,  as  well 
B«  for  the  InterMtlag  purpoae  ofrenderlng  (lie  ene 
■y  leaa  prepared  eloewberci  that,  by  Ihcie  meiins 
and  thcie  aione,  artillery,  boati,  atorei,  and  provi 
■ioiu,  were  in  aeaaonable  prepiu'4lion  to  rouve  wLih 
the  uimoat  rapidity  to  any  part  of  the  continent; 
br  tbe  dilKculty  coniiited  more  in  providing,  than 
knowing  how  to  apply  the  military  apparatui;  iti«l, 
before  the  arrival  of  the  count  de  Graaae,  it  wa.s 
the  &xed  determination  (>  ilrike  tht  tntmg  in  lite 
mtilmtliuriiile  quarltr,  ao  aa  to  inaure  aucccM  wiili 
moral  certainty,  aa  our  alTaira  were  then  in  tbc 
Moat  niinaui  train  imaginabln  that  Kew-York  wai 
thoagbt  to  be  beyond  our  elTort,  and  conaequently, 
thattheonlybeaitation  that  remained,  wu  between 
laaltackuponlheBritiiharmyln  Virginia,  and  tlut 
inCharlcaioo:  and  finally,  that,  by  the  inierveniian 
of  aeveral  ci>ininuoicatioiu,  and  aome  incidcnih 
Whichciuinat  be  detailed  inalcLler,  the  hoilile  po'ii 
in  Virginia,  from  being  a  pnviiitiuJ  un</  tirjiiigti/ 
trfeeltd,  became  the  di^mlivt  and  certaia  aijici  a! 
the  campaign. 


I  only  add,  that  it  never  waa  in  contemptaii 
to  attack  New- York,  unlesa  the  garriion   ahoi 


■Becauae  it  would  be  eaay  for  coont  de  Gr^sie, 
in  pooU  lime  before  hia  departure  frt>m  the  Wtit 
tndin,  to  give  notice,  by  eipreu,  at  what  placid  lie 
MuIdMoatcoaveniently  Brat  touch  to  receive  ail- 


fint  hk*e  b«a  mf  ftr  ritpniahed,  to  carry  on  thfl 

southern  opaMiM%  •>  Vt  tender  our  auceea*  ill 

the  aiege  at  ibakplaM^JM  infallible  aa  any  future 

military  event  ei»  cnrhrftade.    For  1  repeat  it, 

and  dwell  upon  \l,a^n^tU»»  apleidid  advantiga 

(whether  uponaUrgeror  ettallerecale  weaalmoat 

immaterial^  waa  ao  eaieniialty  Decenary,  to  reviva 

the  tspiring  bopea  and  languid  esertiona  of  the 

country,  at  the  criaia  in  qiieaiion,  that  I  never 

ild  have  eoTWjp^tid  to  embark  in  any  mterpriM 

irein,  fromtti  BKiat  rational  plan  and  accurate 

^uUIJooi,  ih«  favorable  iaiueahould  not  have  r 

pcared  to  my  view  aa  a  ray  of  light.    The  fail' 

aitempt  againat  the  poti  of  the  enemy,  CDt.l«f '' 
no  other  poiiible  ailuation  during  the  war,  have 
been  BO  faul  to  oureauae. 

That  mucMrouble  waa  taken,  and  fineaie  used, 

1  miiguide  and  bewiider  lir  Henry  Clinton,  in 

igard  to  tlierea)  object,  by  Bclitioua  communica- 

ons.  aa  well  a«  by  making  a  deeepvive  provitlon 

of  oitna,  forage,  and  boata  in  bi«  neighborliood,  ia 

rtiin:  nor  were  leaa  paini  taken  to  deceive  our 

n  ftrmy;  for  I  had  alwayi  conceived,  where  the 

inipoiition  doe*  not  completely  take  place  at  home, 

it  would  ncf  eraulScieaily  aucoced  abro^id. 

Your  deaire  of  obtaining  truth,  it  very  laudable) 
wish  I  had  Btore  leiaure  to  gratify  it,  aa  [  am 
pally  aoliciiCHii  tbc  undiaguiaed  verity  ahould 
:  k>,own.  Many  circumitancea  will  unavoidably 
:  m  [(conceived,  and  miarepreiented.  Noiwilh- 
dnJingmiiitorihepaperii,  which  Di.'.y  properly  be 
deemed  official,  are  prcierved;  yet  the  knowledge 
"ini^uAerahletliingBof  a  moredelicate  and  aecret 
tun;,  la  confined  to  the  periahablc  remembrance 
lome  few  of  the  pret'ent  generation. 
Wiiheateem,  Ian,  air,  your  moat  obedient  hum- 
ble aervaat, 

GBOItGE  WASBIXGTOS'. 


'•I'ritff  anti  ftathering,  tTigina-lji,  a  Yank't  trick, 
I'nii  appear*  l>on>  Ilie  apeecli  ol  JU'Iiiigal,  the 

tory  Sagamore,  to  the  Yankee  mob. 
"Wa*  there  a  Taakte  trick  ye  knew, 
Tliry  did  not  play  aa  well  aa  youf 
Did  ihey  not  lay  their  heada  together, 
And  gain  jraup  art  to  tar  and  feaibcrf 


Tarriag  and  featht^iug  lamful.' 
Ttiif  appeara  >y  the  authority  of  the  tentenca 
hich  wa*  pronounced  on  AtFingut—CMFingal, 
by  Juhn  Tnimbnll,  eaq.  pige  60—1.)  Tbii  len- 
ence,  be  it  remembered,  tboUgb  aecinlngly  thfl 
rder  and  decree  of  a  committee,  U>  fact,  bad  i|i 
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origin  in  the  brain  of  t  man  who  was  a  judge  of 
the  supreme  court,  of  the  ttat«  of  Connecticut, 
Whether  appointed  judge  firota  this  specimen  of 
his  jtuHdal  kntnoledge^  or  not,  b  not  now  in  ques- 
tion— but  lei  ui  hear  the  sentonce  pronounced  on 
H'lingal,  king  of  the  tories. 

"Meanwhile  beside  the  pole,  the  guard 
A  bench  of  justice  had  prepared, 
Whcr«^.  sitting  round  in  awMaort, 
The  grand  committee  hold  mf  court: 
^bile  all  the  crew  in  silent  awe. 
Wait  from  their  lipi  the  lore  of  law. 
Few  moments  with  deliberation. 
They  hold  the  solemn  consultation. 
When  soon  in  judgment  all  agree. 
And  clerk  declares  the  dread  decree: 
•Thst  squire  M'Finga)^  having  ^wn 
The  vilest  tory  in  the  town,    ' 
And  now  on  full  examination. 
Convicted  by  his  own  con^sion. 
Finding  no  tolrrn  of  repentance, 
This  court  proceed  to  render  sentence: 
That  first  the  mob  a  slip-knot  single. 
Tie  round  the  neck  of  said  M*Fingali 
And  in  due  form  do  tar  him  next. 
And  feather,  as  the  Law  niEicTS: 
Then  thro*  the  town  attendant  ride  him. 
In  cart  with  constable  beside  him. 
And  having  held  him  up  to  shame. 
Bring  to  the  pole  from  whence  he  came.*' 

Vision  and  prediction  of  M*Fin^al,  king  of  the 
tories,  when  in  his  coat  of  tar  and  feathers. 
•*Tar  ytt  in  embrj'o  in  pine. 
Shall  run  on  tories'  backs  to  ahitie; 
Trees  rooted  fair  in  groves  of  ftillows. 
Are  growing  for  our  future  gallows; 
And  geese  unhatched,  when  pluck'd  in  fray. 
Shall  rue  the  feath'ring  of  that  day.'* 

M*Fingal^  by  J.  Trumbull,  esq.  page  60. 


CAPTAIN  WILUAM  CUNNINGHAM. 
The  following  is  copied  from  \X\t  American  Apollo, 
No.  7,  Friday,  February  17, 1792,  vol.  I.  printed 
at  Boston,  by  Belknap  and  Young,  State  street, 
(a  weekly  paper  in  the  form  of  a  pamphlet.) 

•<T1)e  life,  confession,  and  last  dying  words  of 
captain  William  Cunningham,  formerly  British 
proTost  marshal,  in  the  city  of  New-Yoik,  who 
WM  executed  in  London,  the  10th  of  August,  1791. 

*<r,  William  Cunningham,  was  bom  in  Dublin 
barracks,  in  the  year  1738.  My  father  was  trum- 
peter to  the  Blue  dragoons,  aad  at  the  age  of  8 


years  I  was  placed  with  an  olBcer  as  bis  servant, 
in  which  station  I  continued  until  I  was  16,  and 
being  a  great  proficient  in  horsemanship,  was  taken 
as  an  assistant  to  the  riding  master  of  the  troop, 
and  in  the  year  1761,  was  made  sergeant  of  dra* 
guons;  but  the  peace  coming  the  year  following,  I 
was  disbanded.  Being  bred  to  no  profession,  I  took 
up  with  a  woman  who  kept  a  gin  shop  in  a  blind 
alley,  near  the  Coal  Quayt  but  the  bouse  being 
searched  for  stolen  goods,  and  my  doxy  taken  to 
Newgate,  I  thought  it  most  prudent  to  decamp; 
accordingly  set  oflT  for  the  North,  and  arrived  at 
Drogheds,  where,  in  a  few  months  after,  I  married 
the  daughter  of  an  exciseman,  by  whom  I  bad  three 
sons. 


"About  the  year  1772,  we  removed  to  Newry, 
were  I  commenced  the  profession  of  a  scowbankcr, 
which  ia  that  of  enticing  the  mech|inica  and  coun- 
try people  to  ship  themselves  for  America,  on  pro- 
mises of  great  advantage,  and  then  artfully  getting 
an  indenture  upon  thein;  in  consequence  of  which, 
on   their  arrival   in  America,  they  are   sold  or 
obliged  to  serve  a  term  of  years  for  their  passage. 
1  embarked  at  Newry  in  the  ship  Needham  for 
New.York,  and  arrived  at  that  port  the  fourth  day 
of  August,  1774,  with  some  indented  servants  I 
kidnapped  in  Ireland,  but  were  liberated  in  New- 
York,  on  account  of  the  bad  usage  they  received 
from  me  during  the  pasaage.    In  that  city  I  used 
the  profession  of  breaking  horsss,  and  teaching 
ladies  and  gentlemen  to  ride,  but  rendering  myself 
obnoxious  to  the  citizens  in  their  infant  struggles 
for  freedom,  I  was  obliged  to  fly  on  bosrd  the  Asia- 
man  of  war,  and  from  thence  to  Boston,  where  my 
own  opposition  to  the  measures  pursued  by  the 
Americans  in  support  of  their  rights,  was  the  first 
thing  that  recommended  me  to  the  notice  of  gen. 
Gage,  and  wheiK  the  war  commenced,  I  was  ap- 
pointed  provost  marshal  to  the  royal  army,  which 
placed  me  in  a  situation  to  wreak  my  vengeance 
on  the  Americans.     I  shudder  to  think  of  the 
murders  I  have  been  accessary  to,  both  viih  and 
without  ordert /rom  govemtnent,  especially  while  m 
New-York,  during  which  time  there  were  more 
than  two  thousand  prisoners  starved  in  the  dif- 
ferent churches  by  stopping  tlieir  rations,  which  I 
sold. 

"There  were  also  two  hundred  and  seventy-fire 
American  prisoners  and  obnoxious  persons  execut- 
ed, out  of  III  which  number  there  were  only  about 
one  doxen  public  executions,  which  chiefly  con- 
sisted of  British  and  Hessiyin  deserters.  The  mode 
for  private  executtpn*.  waa  this  6oodaeted:«-A 
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gutrd  was  dispatched  from  the  provost,  about  half 
wittT  12  at  night,  to  the  Barrack-street,  and  the 
neighborhood  of  the  upper  barracks,  to  order  the 
people  to  abut  their  window •  shutters  and  put  out 
their  lights,  forbidding  them,  at  the  same  time  to 
presume  to  look  out  of  their  windows  and  doors, 
oo  pain  of  death;  after  which,  the  unfortunate  pri- 
sofiera  were  conducted,  gngged,  just  behind  the 
ttpper  barracks,  and  hung  without  ceremony,  and 
tkert  buried  by  the  black  pioneer  of  the  provost. 

**At  the  end  of  the  war  I  returned  to  Kngland 
vith  the  army,  and  settled  in  Wales,  as  being  a 
Reaper  place  of  livipg  than  in  any  of  the  populous 
cities,  but  being  at  length  persuaded  to  go  to  Lon 
don,  I  entered  so  warmly  into  Xhe  dissipations  of 
that  capital,  that  I  soon  found  my  circumstances 
much  embarrassed.  To  relieTe  which,  I  mortgaged 
my  half  pay  to  an  army  agent,  but  that  being  soon 
expended,  I  forged  a  drafl  for  three  hundred 
pounds  starling  on  the  board  of  ordnance,  but 
being  detected  in  presenting  it  for  acceptance,  I 
waa  apprehended,  tried  and  convicted,  and  for  that 
ofTcnee  am  here  to  suffer  an  ignominous  death. 

**I  beg  the  prayers  of  all  good  Christians,  and 
also  pardon  and  forgiveness  of  God  for  the  many 
horrid  murders  I  have  been  accessary  to. 

••WILLIAM  CUNNINGHAM.'' 

MILITARY  ORDERS  IN  1779. 
C$ptf  cf  general  Wafn^t  orders,  ia$ued  tn  the  evening 
prtvUuM  to  the  attack  on  Ston^-  Point, 
HsAD-atTAaTixs,  Fort  Montgomery, 
Light  infantry— Jtf/^  15,  1779. 

The  troops  will  parade  on  beating  the  assemble. 
Taking  it  from  the  right,  they  will  march,  on  beat, 
log  the  troop,  and  move  by  the  right.  Proper 
halting  places  vrVA  be  fixed  and  every  officer  and 
non-commissioned  officer  will  remain  with  and  be 
accountable  for  every  man  of  their  platoons.  No 
aoldier  to  be  permitted  to  quit  the  ranks  on  any 
pretence  whatever,  until  a  general  halt  is  made, 
and  then  to  be  attended  by  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  platoon.  As  soon  as  the  troops  assemble,  this 
order  to  be  read  at  the  head  of  each: 


When  the  van  of  the  troops  arrive  in  the  rear 
of  the  hill,  col.  Fabager  will  form  his  regiment  in 
a  solid  coltimn  of  half  platoons,  in  front,  as  fast 
as  they  come  up;  col.  Meigs  will  form  next  in 
Fkbager's  rear*  and  major  Hull  in  the  rear  of 
Mdgs,  which  will  be  the  right  column;  col.  But* 
ler  will  form  a  column  on  the  left  of  Fabager,  and 
major  Murphy  in  his  rear— every  officer  and  soldier 
will  then  fix  a  piece  of  white  paper  in  his  hat  or 
cap,  to  distinguish  him  from  the  enemy. 

At  the  word  match,  col.  Flury  will  take  charge 
of  100  determined  and  picked  men,  properly 
officered,  with  their  guns  unloaded,  their  whole 
d'^pendence  to  be  on  their  bayonets,  will  move  20 
paces  in  front  of  the  right  column  by  the  rout  No. 
1,  enter  the  sally-port  C;  he  is  to  detach  an  officer 
and  20  men  a  Utile  in  front  of  him,  whose  bosinesa 
it  will  be  to  secure  the  sentries,  and  remove  the 
abbatees,  and  other  obstructions,  lor  the  column 
to  pass  through.  The  column  will  follow  close  in 
the  rear,  with  shouldered  arms,  under  the  com- 
mand of  col.  Fabager,  with  gen.  Wa}'ne  in  person; 
vhen  the  works  are  forced,  (and  not  before)  the 
victorious  troops  will  as  they  enter  give  the  watch- 
word, the  For^B  our  own,  with  repeated  and  loud 
voice,  driving  the  enemy  from  their  works  and 
guns,  which  will  fiivor  the  pats  of  the  Wholei 
should  the  enemy  refuse  to  surrender,  or  attempt  to 
make  their  escape  by  water  or  otherwise,  vigorous 
means  must  be  used  to  compel  them  to  the  former, 
and  prevent  their  accomplishing  the  latter.  Col. 
Butler  will  move  by  the  rout  No.  2,  preceded  by 
100  men  with  fixed  bayonets  and  unloaded  muskets, 
under  the  command  of  major  Stewart,  who  will 
observe  a  distance  of  20  paces  in  front  of  the 
column,  which  will  immediately  follow  under  the 
command  of  col.  Butler,  with  shouldered  muskets, 
and  will  enter  the  sally-port  C.  or  D. 

The  officer  commanding  the  above  100  men  will 
also  detach  a  proper  officer,  wiih  20  men,  a  little 
in  front,  to  remove  the  obstruciions— as  soon  as 
they  gain  the  work,  they  will  also  give  and  continue 
the  watch-word,  which  wiUY>revent  confusion  and 
mistakes. 


I : 


The  troops  will  march  from  Clement's  to  Stony 
Point,  at  1 1  o*clock,  and  move  by  the  right.  Every 
officer  and  non  commissioned  officer  will  remaii. 
with  and  be  accountable  for  every  man  in  bis 
platoon.  No  soldier  to  be  perraittftA  to  quit  the 
ranks  on  a^  pretence  whatever,  a!ntil  a  general 
halt  is  made,  and  then  to  be  attended  by  one  of 
the  officers  of  the  platoon. 


Major  Murphy  will  follow  colonel  Butler  to  the 
firs  I  figure,  No.  3,  rUere  be  will  divide  a  little  to 
the  right  and  left  and  wait  the  attack  on  the  right, 
which  H-ill  be  a  signal  to  begin  and  keep  up  a  per- 
petual and  galling  fire,  and  endeavor  ko  enirr  be* 
twetn,  and  pass  the  work  A.  A.  If  any  soldier 
presumes  to  take  his  musket  from  his  shoulder, 
attempts  to  fire  or  begin  the  battle  til)  ordered  by 
^hia  proper  officer,  he  shall  be  immediately  put  to 
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death  by  the  oflSccr  next  to  hfaat  Ibr  the  •iNnrdicf 
foid  m|eooiidaet  of  oi^e  jji^n  b  not  to  pot  the  whole 
fi|  dftoger  and  disorder  with  hn|Miii|t]r,  After  the 
troopt  begin  to  tdTUiee  to  the  wotka^  the  itrietett 
eileiiiBe  mutt  be  obeenrto  ^Bd  the  greatest  atten- 
tioo  paid  to  the  conmiend  of  Hw  oAeent  at  ad5n 
M  the  linea  are  aecored,  the  oQcera  of  the  artillery* 
with  their  coauundsy  will  take  poaaesaioii  of  the 
mnuoot  to  the  end  tbatthe  thipptny  may  be  secured 
■ad  the  Fort  at  VerptanVs  Pohiii  iiuioyed.  so  as  to 
iMilitatr  the  attack  upon  that  ^Unrilte.  The  fene- 
b«1Jms  the  Ibllest  conlldeQcis  hi  the  bravery  and 
Ibrtitode  of  the  eorpa  ha  has  the  happiness  to  com- 
amnd.  The  diatingaished  honor  eonlerred  on  every 
aAcer  and  aoldier  who  has  been  drafted  iatp  thisi 
porpfb  by  hie  emdlefiey  general  Wsshington»  the 
aredh  of  the  etatee  they  respeiBtiv^  belqag  to, 
aad  their  owa  vepatatien,  will  he  IKoh  poweffbl 

that 


lantivte  for  ena^  man  to  diatingoish 
the  general  deaiMt  have  the  least  doubt  of  aglori 
oas  viotafy:  And  further,  he  edlemnly  dbgages  to 
faward  the  first  man  irho  enters  the  warfcs  with 
HSOO  and  faaaMdiate  prefinrment*  to  the  second 
400^  to  the  third  SQQ»  to  the  iMurth  900^  to  the  firth 
WK  end  wai  report  the  cnaduot  of  every  officer 
and  soldier  who  dtotingnishes  hiniself  on  this  oc- 
aasioap  in  the  meet  favorable  point  of  view,  to  bb 
caeellaeey,  who  always  takes  the  greatest  pleasure 
ia  tcwardiiqi  aMrit.  But  ahould  there  be  any 
npldier  so  loel  to  every  |bel|ng»  every  eense  of 
honoTt  as  to  attempt  to  retreat  one  single  foot»  or 
shrink  from  the  places  of  danger,  the  officer  next 
to  htm  is  to  put  bim  Immediately  to  death,  that 
he  mi^  no  longer  disgrace  the  name  of  a  aoldier 
the  corps  or  the  state  to  which  he  belongs. 

As  the  f^tiMTfi  U  determined  to  shsre  the  dan- 
gers of  the  night,  so  h^  wishes  to  participate  the 
glory  of  the  day,  in  eoaimon  with  his  brother 

poldiera. 

(Signed)  A.  WAYNE. 

GRATITUDE  OF  GENERAL  GATES, 
Tr^m  the  gwmdne  letter  efan  ^eer. 
An  old  soldier  of  the  royal  regiment  of  artillery, 
who  served  me  while  the  IBth  regiment  waa  at 
Fort  Fitt  and  the  Illinois,  on  our  return  frqm  that 
country  to  Philadelphis,  in  IT72,  came  to  me  with 
a  happy  %nUle  on  his  countenance,  and  told  me  he 
had  the  honor  to  receive  a  letter  from  nui)or  Gates, 
aad  begged  me  to  read  it^  I  asked  him  how  he 
caaM  to  correspond  with  major  Gates.  Please 
your  lifloor,  sud  the  old  inan,  major  Gatea  was 
dangerously  woonded  at  Braddock*s  defeat,  and 
vat  left  among  the  slain,  f  wss  wounded  also,  but 

l» 


made  a  shift  to  earry  the  worthy  aaptaia  Oalaa 
(he  waa  then  a  captahi)  off  the  field.  Ha 
often  told  me  slnoe,  that  he  owed  bis  Ufb  to 
and  charged  meat  partteg.  that  whenever  I  thu^ht 
he  could  in  any  inaftsace  serve  me,  to  writa  taldai 
without  reeervei  so»  pleaae  your  hoaor,  (tbia  b  a 
eoldiei^a  dialeot  to  all  oiBlcers)  I  am  now  grbva 
old,  and  worn  out  in  thescrviee«  and  expect  to  ha 
Invalided  and  sent  home,  but  have  been  long  la 
America,  and  1  like  America,  please  yourhoaar}  I 
aooordingly  took  the  liberty  to  wrha  to  aM^ 
Gates*  for  his  advice,  and  thb  b  Ids  answer.  Ha 
hss  also  wrote  to  nujor  Hjiy,  to  give  OM  eveiy 
indnlgenoe  the  service  will  admit  ot  I  hopa  yaor 
hoaor  will  give  me  your  opmion  what  b  bast  ta 
be  done.  I  rtad  the  letter;  but  had  act  laadi  ftrt 
befbre  I  was  sensibly  touched  with  the  eentiiaiati 
of  the  writer.  After  re^apitulatbg  the  aarviaa 
the  vetersn  hsd  rendered  him  at  BraddodL*B  fbM, 
he  eays,  **do  as  you  pleaae,  respeotiwf  yoar  amall 
inttanca  of  pension.  Thou  hast  served  loag^  bat 
thy  service  baa  not  brought  thee  feet  ibr  lh(f 
woundsT  and  infirmities.  I  find  by  your  letter  that 
you  wbh  to  continue  in  America,  therefora  ^mfca 
youreelf  euyt  when  you  receive  yoar  dlnaharf^ 
repair  to  my  planutioo  oa  Potomae  river.  1  hava 
got  a  fine  tract  of  land  there,  wtath  aeft  aal^ 
fumlehea  me  with  all  the  necessariea,  bat  all  tba 
eoasfbrta  of  Ufin  cosse  and  rest  your  firelodc  fai  my 
chimney  comer,  and  partake  with  me;  while  I  have. 
my  savior  Peofold  shall  not  want;  aad  it  b  aiy  wisb^ 
ss  well  aa  Mrs.  Gates's,  to  see  you  spend  the  evea> 
tng  of  your  lifb  comfbrtably.  Mrs.  Gates  deskts 
to  be  alTeotionately  remembered  to  you.*' 

xwDioaAnr  lavguass. 
Mr.  Fitt*a  speech  in  1777,  in  opposition  to  lord 
Suffolk,  who  proposed  to  parliassent  to  employ  the 
lodisns  sgainst  the  Americans,  and  said,  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  that  "they  had  a  right  f  nee 
all  the  meune  that  Qod  and  nature  had  put  larls  their 
hande  te  conquer  America." 

f*MT  Konns— I  am  astonbhed  to  hear  auoh  .prin- 
ciples confessed!  I  am  shocked  to  beer  them 
avowed  in  thb  house,  or  in  thb  country!  Princi- 
ples, equally  unconstitutional,  inhuman,  and  aa- 
chrbtbn! 

My  lords,  I  did  not  intend  to  have  encroached 
agam  on  your  attention;  but  I  cannot  repreaa  my 
indignation.  Mkel  m>*aelf  impelled  by  eveiy  du)^. 
My  lords  we  sre  celled  upon  as  aMmbers  of  thb 
houses  as  men,  as  Christian  men,  to  protest  sgaiaat 
euch  notions  standing  near  the  throari  pollatb|f 
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the  ear  of  majesty.  "That  God  and  nature*  put 
into  our  handa!"  I  know  not  what  idea*  that  lord 
may  entertain  of  God  and  nature;  but  I  know,  that 
raeh  abominable  principles  are  equally  abhorrent 
to  religion  and  humanity. 

"What!  to  attribute  the  sacred  sanction  of  God 
and  nature  to  the  massacres  of  the  Indian  scalping 
knife!  to  the  cannibal  savage,  torturing,  murder- 
xngv  roasting,  and  eating;  literally,  my  lords,  eatin^r 
themangled  victims  of  his  barbarous  battles!  Such 
horrible  notions  shock  every  precept  of  religion, 
divine  or  natural,  and  every  generous  feeling  of  hu- 
manity. Andy  my  lords,  they  shock  every  senti- 
ment of  honor;  they  shock  me  as  a  lover  of  honora- 
ble war^and  a  detester  of  murderous  barbarity. 

These  abominable  principles,  and  this  more 
abominable  avowal  of  them,  demand  the  most 
decisive  indignstion.  I  call  upon  that  right  reve- 
rend bench,  those  holy  ministers  of  the  gospel, 
and  pious  pastors  of  our  church:  I  conjure  them 
to  join  in  the  holy  work,  and  vindicate  the  religion 
of  their  God.  I  appeal  to  the  wisdom  and  the 
law  of  this  learned  bench,  to  defend  and  support  the 
jnatice  of  their  country.  I  call  upon  the  bishops 
to  interpose  the  unsullied  sanctity  of  their  Utwni 
upon  the  learned  judges,  to  interpose  the  purity 
of  their  ermine,  to  save  us  from  this  pollution.  I 
cnllupon  the  honor  of  your  lordships,  to  reverence 
tbe  dignity  of  your  ancestors,  and  to  maintain  your 
own.  I  call  upon  the  spirit  and  humanity  of  my 
eovntry,  to  vindicate  the  national  character.  I  in- 
▼oke  the  genius  of  the  constitution. 

From  the  tapestry  that  adorns  these  walls,  the 
immortal  ancestor  of  this  noble  lord  frowns  with 
indignation  at  the  disgrace  of  his  country.  In  vain 
be  led  your  victorious  fleets  against  the  boasted 
nrmada  of  Spain,  in  vain  he  defended  and  estab- 
lished the  honor,  the  liberties,  the  religion,  the 
protestant  religion  of  this  country,  against  the 
arbitrary  cruelties  of  popery  and  the  inqui&ition,  if 

tbese  more  than  popish  cruelties  and  inquis.tMial  "^^^^  ^^ntndtr  of  the  British  forces  at  Yorktown, 
practices  are  let  loose  among  us;  to  turn  forth  feto'"'''*^  ^""^  Falmouth,  at  lord  Germain's  house 
oor  tetUements,  among  our  ancient  connections,  '"  ^'"  "**"•  ^^  Walsingham.  who,  previous  to 
friends,  and  relations,  the  merciless  cannibal,  thirst  **'•  ^*^^^'  •"•  mWlMm  de  Grey's  elevation  to  the 
ing  for  the  blood  of  man,  woman  and  child!  to  send  P^"«f«'  ^^^  *»*««  ««^«'  secretary  of  slate  in  that 
forth  the  inlidel  s.vage-against  whom?  against  ^*P•'^««n^  ^^  ^>^  waa  selected  to  second  the 
your  protestant  brethren;  to  lay  waste  their  coun- 
try; to  desolate  their  dwellings,  and  extirpate  their 
race  and  name,  with  these  horrible  hell-hounds  of 
savage  war! 


Prove  on  the  inhuman  example  even  of  Spanish 
cruelty.  We  turn  loose  these  savage  bell-hounda 
against  our  brethren  and  countrymen  in  America, 
of  the  same  language,  laws,  liberties,  and  religion, 
endeared  to  nt  by  every  tie  that  should  sancti^ 
humanity. 

My  lords,  this  awful  subject,  so  important  to 
our  honor,  our  eonstitution,  and  our  religion, 
demands  tbe  most  solemn  and  effectual  enquiry.— 
And  I  again  call  opon  your  lordships  and  the  unit- 
ed powers  of  the  state,  to  examine  it  thoroughly, 
and  decisively,  and  to  stamp  upon  it  an  inclelible 
stigma  of  the  public  abhorrence.  And  I  again 
implore  those  holy  prelates  of  our  religion,  to  do 
away  tbese  iniquities  from  among  us.  Let  them 
perform  a  lustration;  let  them  purify  this  house, 
and  this  country  from  this  sin. 

My  lords,  I  am  old  and  weak,  and  at  present 
unable  to  say  more;  but  my  feelinga  snd  indigna- 
lion  were  too  strong  to  have  said  less.  I  could 
not  have  slept  this  night  in  my  bed,  nor  reposed 
my  head  on  my  pillow,  without  giving  this  vent 
to  my  eternal  abhorence  of  such  preposterous  and 
enormous  principles." 

SURRENDER  OF  LOUD  CORNWALLIS. 
From  sir  JV.  IV.  WraxalVt  memoirs  qf  his  own  time. 
NovKMBxa,  1781.— During  the  whole  month  of 
November,  the  concurring  accounts  transmitted  to 
government,  enumerating  lord  Comwallis's  em- 
barrassments, and  the  positions  taken  by  the  ene- 
my, augmented  the  anxiety  of  the  cabinet.    Lord 
George  Germain,  in  particular,  conscious  that  on 
the  prosperous  or  adverse  termination  of  that 
expedition,  must  hinge  tbe  fate  of  the  Americsn 
contest,  his  own  stay  in  office,  as  well  as  probacy 
the  duration  of  the  ministry  itself,  felt,  and  even 
expressed  to  his  friends,  the  strongest  uneasiness 
on  the  subject.    The  meeting  of  parliament  mean- 
while stood  fixed  for  the  2rth  of  November.    On 
Sanday  the  Sith,  about  noon,  official  intelligence 


Spain  armed  herself  with  blood-hounds,  to  extir- 
pate the  wretched  natives  of  America;  and  we  im- 
1*^ 


address  in  the  house  of  peers,  on  the  subsequent 
l^iesdsy,  happened  to  be  there  when  the  messenger 
brought  the  news.  Without  communicating  it  to 
any  other  person,  lord  George,  for  the  purpose  of 
despatch,  immediately  got  with  him  into  aliackney- 
coach  and  drove  to  lord  Stormount's  residence^ 
in  PortlaDd-place.    Having  imparted  to  him  the 
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disMtroufl  informatioB,  and  taken  him  into  the  car- 
riage, they  instantly  proceeded  to  the  Cbaneellor't 
house  in  Great  RHuel1-street«  Bloomsbary,  whom 
they  fonnd  at  home;  when,  after  a  short  consnlu 
Hon,  they  determined  to  lay  it  themaeWet,  in  per- 
son, before  lord  North.  He  had  not  received  any 
intimation  of  the  event  when  they  arrived  at  his 
door,  in  Downing  street,  betweea  1  and  2  o'clock. 
The  first  minister's  firmness,  and  even  his  presence 
of  mind,  gave  way  for  a  short  time,  under  thia  awful 
disaster.  I  asked  lord  George  afterwards,  how 
he  took  the  communication,  when  made  to  him? 
*<A8  he  would  have  taken  a  ball  in  his  breast," 
replied  lord  George.  For  he  opened  his  arms, 
ezelaiming  wildly,  as  he  paced  up  and  down  the 
apartment  during  a  few  minutes,  "Oh  God!  it  is 
all  over!"  Words  which  he  repeated  many  times, 
imder  emotions  of  the  deepest  agitation  and  dis- 
tress. 

When  the  first  agitation  of  their  minds  had 
subsided,  the  four  ministers  discussed  the  ques* 
tion;  whether  or  not  it  might  be  expedient  to 
prorogue  parliament  for  a  few  days;  but,  as  scarcely 
en  interval  of  forty-eight  hours  remained  before 
the  appointed  time  of  assembling,  and  as  many 
members  of  both  houses  were  already  either  ar- 
rived m  London,  or  on  the  road,  that  proposition 
was  abandoned.  It  became,  however,  indispensa- 
ble to  alter,  and  atmoat  model  anew  the  king's 
speech,  which  had  been  already  drawn  up,  and 


moo  report,  when  I  got  to  Pall-omll,  between  fire 
and  six  o'clock.— -Lord  Walaingham,  who  likewise 
dined  there,  was  the  only  person  present,  except 
lord  George,  who  was  acquainted  with  the  fact.-^ 
The  ptrty,  nine  in  number,  sat  down  to  table.  I 
thought  the  master  of  the  house  appeared  aerioui, 
though  he  manifested  no  discomposure.  Before  the 
dinner  was  finished,  one  of  his  servants  delivered 
him  a  letter,  brought  back  by  the  messenger  who 
bad  been  despatched  to  the  king.  Lord  George 
opened  and  persued  it:  then  looking  at  lord  Wala- 
ingham, to  whom  he  exclusively  directed  his 
observation,  "The  king  writea"  aaid  he  "just  as 
he  always  does,  except  that  I  observe  he  has 
omitted  to  mark  the  hour  and  the  minute  of  his 
writing  with  his  usual  precision."  Thia  remark, 
though  calculated  to  awaken  some  interest,  excited 
no  comment:  and  while  the  ladiea,  lord  George's 
three  daughters,  remained  in  the  room,  we  re- 
pressed our  curiosity.  But  they  had  no  sooner 
withdrawn,  than  lord  George  having  acquainted 
us,  that  from  Paris  information  had  just  errived 
of  the  old  Count  de  Maurtpas,  first  miniater,  lyin|^ 
at  the  point  of  death:  "It  would  grieve  me,"  said 
I,  "to  finish  my  career,  however  far  advanced  in 
years,  were  I  first  minister  of  France,  before  I  had 
witnessed  the  termination  of  this  great  contest  be- 
tween England  and  America."  "He  haa  survived 
to  see  that  event,"  replied  lord  George,  with  aome 
agitation.    Utterly  unsuspicious  of  the  fiict  which 

had  happened  beyond  the  Atlantic,  I  conceived 

completely  prepared  for  delivery  from  the  throne,  u-     *      n  j    «    .u    •  j     •  •  i      .•      ^  -i... 

r        J  f    f  '  him  to  allude  to  the  mdecisive  naval  action  fought 

This  alteration  was  therefore  made  without  delay; 


and  at  the  same  time,  lord  George  Germain,  as 
secretary  for  the  American  department,  sent  off  a 
despatch  to  his  majesty,  who  was  then  at  Kew, 


at  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake,  early  in  the  pre- 
ceding month  of  September,  between  admiral 
Graves  and  count  de  Grasse;  which,  in  its  results^ 
might  prove  most  injurious  to  lord  Comwallis. 


acquainted  him  with  the  melancholy  termination ;  rri^.  ,,.„  :-...«...-^«  u^„^^^^'^^99  .  -j  «    ««• 
^  '  i  Under  this  impression,  "ray  meaning,"  said  I,  "is 

of  lord  Comwallis's  expedition.    Some  hours  hav 


ing  elapsed,  before  these  different,  but  necessary 
acts  of  business  could  take  place,  the  ministers 
separated,  and  lord  George  Germain  repaired  to 
his  office  in  Wiiiteball.  There  he  found  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  intelligence,  which  arrived  about  two 
hours  after  the  first  communication;  having  been 
transmitted  fVom  Dover,  to  which  place  it  was 
forwarded  from  Calais  wiih  the  French  account  of 
the  same  event. 

I  dined  on  that  day  at  lord  George's;  «id  though 
the  information,  which  had  reached  London  in  the 
course  of  the  morning,  from  two  different  quarters, 
was  of  a  nature  not  to  admit  of  long  concealment; 
yet  it  had  not  been  communicated  eitiier  to  me, 
hit  to  any  individual  of  the  company,  as  it  might 
naturally  have  been  through  the  channel  of  com- 


that  if  I  were  the  Coimt  de  Maurepas,  I  should 
wish  to  live  long  enough,  to  behold  tbe  final  issue 
of  the  war  in  Virginia."  "He  L&s  survived  to 
witness  it  completely,"  answered  lord  George.— 
"The  army  has  surrendered,  and  you  may  peruse 
the  particulars  of  the  capitulation  in  that  papery" 
taking  at  the  same  time  one  from  his  pocket,  which 
he  delivered  into  my  hand,  not  without  visible 
emotion.  By  his  permission  I  read  it  aloud,  while 
the  company  listened  in  profound  silence.  We 
then  discussed  its  contents,  as  it  affected  the 
ministry,  the  country  and  tbe  war.  It  must  be 
confessed  that  they  were  calculated  to  ditTuse  a 
gloom  over  the  most  convivial  society,  and  that 
ihey  opened  a  wiJc  field  for  political  speculation. 

After  perusing  the  account  of  lord  Comwallis'a 
surrender  at  York-Town,  it  was  impossible  for  all 
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present  not  to  feel  a  lively  curiosity  to  know  how  compel  them  to  expiate  their  crimes  on  the  pub* 


the  king  had  received  the  intelligence,  as  well  as 
how  he  h»d  expresse'd  himself  in  his  note  to  lord 
George  Germain,  on  the  first  communication  of  so 


lie  scaffold.  Burke,  with  inconceivable  warmth  of 
coloring,  depicted  the  folly  and  impracticability  of 
taxing  America  by  force,  or,  as  he  described  it. 


painfiil  an  event.     He  gratified  our  wish  by  reading  "shearing  the  wolf.**    Ttte  metaphor  was  wonder- 


it  to  us,  observing  at  the  same  time,  that  it  did  the 
highest  honor  to  his  majesty's  fortitude,  firmness 
and  consistency  of  character.    The  words  made 
Ml  impression  ^n  my  memory  which  the  lapse  of 
snore  than  thirty  years  has  not  erased;  and  1  shall 
here  commemorate  its  tenor,  as  serving  to  show 
how  that  prince  felt  and  wrote,  under  one  of  the 
most  afl)ieting,  at  well  as  humiliating  occurrences 
#f  bis  reign.    The  billet  ran  nearly  to  this  effect: 
**I  have  received,  with  sentiments  of  the  deepest 
concern,  the  communication  which  lord  George 
Germain  had  made  me,  of  the  unfortunate  result 
of  the  operationa  in  Virginia.  I  particularly  lament 
itj  on  account  of  the  consequences  connected  with 
it^  and  the  difficulties  which  it  may  produce  in 
carrying  on  the  public  business,  or  in  repairing 
soch  A  misfbrtune.— But  I  trust  that  neither  lord 
George  Germain,  nor  any  member  of  the  cabinet, 
will  suppose  that  it  makes  the  smalleit  alteration 
in  those  principles  of  my  conduct  which  have 
directed  me  in  past  times,  and  which  will  always 


continue  to  animate  me  under  every  event,  in  the  dejection  or  decpair,  but,  by  united  exertion*  t* 


prosecution  of  the  present  contest."  Not  a  senti- 
ment of  despondency  or  of  despair  was  to  be  found  in 
the  letter;  the  very  hand-writing  of  which  indicated 
composure  of  mind. — Whatever  opinion  we  may 
entertain  relative  to  the  practicability  of  reducing 
America  to  obedience  by  force  of  arms,  at  the  end 
of  1781,  we  must  admit  that  no  sovereign  could 
mmnifeit  more  calmness,  dignity  or  self-command 
than  George  UI.  displayed  in  this  reply. 


fully  appropriate,  and  scarcely  admitted  of  denial. 
Pitt  levelled  bis  observations  principally  against 
the  cabinet,  whom  he  represented  as  destitute  of 
principle,  wisdom  or  onion  of  design.    All  three 
were  susUined,  and  I  had  almost  said,  outdone 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  who,  in  terms  of  gloomy 
despondency,  seemed  to  regard  the  situation  %f 
the  country  as  scarcely  admitting  of  a  remedy* 
under  such  a  parliament,  such  ministers  and  such 
a  sovereign.    Lord  North,  in  this  moment  of  gene* 
ral  depression,  found  resources  within  himself.— 
He  scornfully  repelled  the  insinuations  of  Fox,  aa 
deserving  only  contempt,  justified  the  principle 
of  the  war,  which  did  not  origini||t  in  a  despotic 
wish  to  tyrannize  over  America,  hut  from  the 
desire  of  maintaining  the  constitutional  authority 
of  parliament  over  the  colonies;  deplored,  in  com- 
moQ  with  the  opposition,  the  misfortunes  which 
had  maiked  the  progress  of  the  contest;  defied 
the  threat  of  punishment;  and  finally  adjured  the 
house  not  to  aggravate  the  present  caUmity  by 


secure  our  national  extrication. 


Severely  as  the  general  effect  of  the  blow  receiv- 
ed in  Virginia  was  felt  throughout  the  nation,  yet 
no  immediate  symptoms  of  ministerial  dissolution, 
or  even  of  parliamentary  defection  became  visible 
in  either  house.    All  the  animated  invectives  of 
Fox,  aided  by  the  contumelious  irony  of  Burfce, 
and  sustained  by  the  dignified  denunciations  of 
Pitt,  ealisted  on  the  same  side,  made  little  ap 
parent  impreasion  on  their  hearers,  who  seemed 
■tupified  by  the  disastrous  intelligence.    Yet  never 
probably,  at  any  period  of  our  history,  was  more 
indignant  language  used  by  the  opposition,  or  sup- 
ported by  administration.    In  the  ardor  of  his  feel- 
ings at  the  recent  calamity  beyond  the  Atlantic, 
Fox  not  only  accused  ministers  of  being  virtually 
in  the  pay  of  France,  but  menaced  them  with  the 
▼Aflftaoce  of  ^undone  people,  who  would  speedily 
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SFXSCB   or  THE   GOVEBMOa   TO    BOTH  nOUSXS, 

Fe^uarif  16,  1773. 
Gentlemen  of  the  council,  and 

Getitlemen  of  the  houte  of  reprettntativetT 
The  proceedings  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Boston,  as  assembled  together,  and 
passed  and  published  their  resolves  or  votes,  as 
the  act  of  the  town,  at  a  legal  town  meeting, 
denying,  in  the  most  express  terms,  the  suprema- 
cy of  parliament,  and  inviting  every  other  town 
and   district  in  the  province,  to  adopt  the  same 
principle,  and  to  establish  committees  of  corres- 
pondence, to  consult  upon  proper  measures  to  main* 
tain  it,  and  the  proceedings  of  divers  other  towns, 
in  consequence  of  this  invitation,  appeared  to  me 
to  be  so  unwarrantable,  and  of  such  a  dangerous 
nature  and  tendency,  that  1  thought  myself  bound 
to  call  upon  you  in  my  speech  at  opening  the 
session,  to  join  with  me  in  discountenancing  and 
bearing  a  proper  testimony  against  such  irregulari- 
ties and  innovations. 

I  suted  to  you  fairly  and  truly,  as  I  conceived, 
the  constitution  of  the  kingdom  and  of  the  pro- 
▼ince,  80  far  is  relates  to  the  dependence  of  the 
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Ibriner  upon  the  Utter;  and  I  desired  you,  if  you  i  as  more  peculiarly  exempt  from  such  ndhoritj^ 


diflTered  from  me  in  sentiments,  to  show  me,  with 
csndor,  my  own  errorf,  and  to  give  your  reasons 
in  support  of  your  opinions,  so  far  as  you  might 
differ  from  me.  I  hoped  that  you  would  have 
considered  my  speech  by  your  joint  committees, 
and  have  given  me  a  joint  answer;  but,  as  the  house 
Df  representatives  have  declined  that  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, and  as  your  principles  in  government  are 
very  different,  I  am  obliged  to  make  separate  and 
distinct  replies.    I  shall  first  apply  myself  to  you, 

^Cemilemen  rfihe  council: 

The  two  first  parts  of  your  answer,  whicli  re 
tpect  the  disorders  occasioned  by  the  stamp  act, 
and  the  general  natute  of  supreme  authority,  do 
not  appear  to  me  to  have  a  tendency  to  invalidate 
any  thing  which  I  have  said  in  my  speech;  for,  how- 
ever the  stanip  act  may  have  been  the  immediate 
occasion  of  an>  disorders,  the  authority  of  parlia- 
Bient  was,  notwithstanding,  denied,  in  order  to 
justily  or  excuse  them.  And,  for  the  nature  of 
the  supreme  authority  of  parliament,  I  have  never 
given  you  any  reason  to  suppose,  tliat  I  intended 
a  more  absolute  power  in  parliament,  or  a  greater 
degree  of  active  or  passive  obedience  in  the  peo- 
ple, than  what  is  founded  in  the  nature  of  govern- 
ment,  let  the  form  of  it  be  what  it  may.  1  shall, 
therefore,  pass  over  those  parts  of  your  answer, 
without  any  other  remark.  I  would  also  have 
saved  you  the  trouble  of  all  those  authorities  which 
you  have  brought  to  show,  that  all  taxes  upon  Eng- 
lish subjects,  must  be  levied  by  virtue  of  the  act, 
not  of  the  king  alone,  but  in  conjunction  with  the 
lords  and  commons,  for  I  should  very  readily  have 
allowed  it;  and  I  should  as  readily  have  allowed, 
that  all  other  acts  of  legislation  must  be  passed 
by  the  same  joint  authority,  and  not  by  the  king 
alone. 


than  the  rest,  rather  tend  to  evince  the  impraetica- 
bility  of  drawing  such  a  line;  and  that  some  partt 
of  your  answer  seem  to  infer  a  supremacy  in  the 
province,  at  the  same  time  that  you  acknvledgt 
the  supremacy  of  parliament;  for  otherwiae»  the 
rights  of  the  subjects  cannot  be  the  aaoM  m  all 
essential  respects,  as  you  suppose  tham  to  be^  ia 
all  psrts  of  the  dominions,  *nindcr  a  like  form  of 
legislature." 


Indeed,  I  am  not  willing  to  continue  a  controversy 
with  you,  upon  any  other  parts  of  your  answer.  I 
am  glad  to  find,  that  independence  is  not  what 
you  have  in  contemplation,  and  that  you  will  not 
presume  to  prescribe  the  exact  limits  of  the  au- 
thority of  parliament,  only,  as  with  due  deference 
to  it,  you  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that,  as  all  human 
authority  in  the  nature  of  it  is,  and  ought  to  be 
limited,  it  cannot  constitutionally  extend,  for  the 
reasons  you  have  suggested,  to  the  levying  of  taxes, 
in  any  form,  on  his  msjesty's  subjects  of  this  pro- 
vince. 

I  will  only  observe,  that  your  attempts  to  draw 
a  line  as  the  limits  of  the  supreme  authority  in  go- 
vernment, by  distinguishing  some  natural  rights, 


From  these,  therefore,  and  other  conslderatioMi; 
I  cannot  help  flattering  myself,  that  upon  iMre 
mature  deliberation,  and  in  order  to  a  more  con- 
sistent plan  of  government,  you  will  choose  rather 
to  doubt  of  the  expediency  of  parliament*8  ezefcis;- 
ing  its  authority  in  cases  that  may  happen,  thantd 
limit  the  authority  itself,  especially,  as  you  agre^ 
with  me  in  the  proper  method  of  obtaining  a 
redress  of  grievances  by  constitutional  repreMnta* 
tions,  which  cannot  well  consist  with  a  denial  of 
the  authority  to  which  the  representations  ara 
made;  and  from  the  best  information  I  have  been 
able  to  obtain,  the  denial  of  the  authority  of  parlia^ 
ment,  expressly,  or  by  implication,  in  those  petitions 
to  which  you  refer,  was  the  cause  of  their  sot  being 
admitted,  and  not  &ny  advice  given  by  the  minister 
to  the  agents  of  the  colonies.  I  must  enlarge^  and 
be  more  particular  in  my  reply  to  you. 

Gentlemen  o/*  the  houte  of  repretentativeo: 

I  shall  tnke  no  notice  of  that  part  of  your  answer, 
which  attributes  the  disorders  of  the  province,  to 
an  undue  exercise  of  the  power  of  parliament;  be- 
cause you  take  for  granted,  what  can  by  no  means 
be  admitted,  that  parliament  had  exercised  its 
power  without  just  authority.  The  sum  of  your 
answer,  so  far  as  it  is  pertinent  to  my  speech,  is 
this. 

Tou  allege  that  the  colonies  were  an  acquisiiion 
of  foreign  territory,  not  annexed  to  the  realm  o^ 
England;  and,  therefore,  at  the  absolute  disposal 
of  the  crown;  the  king  having,  as  you  take  it,  a 
constitutional  right  to  dispose  of,  and  alienate  any 
part  of  his  territories,  not  annexed  to  the  realm; 
that  queen  Elizabeth  accordingly  conveyed  the 
property,  dominion,  and  sovereignty  of  Virginia, 
to  sir  Walter  Raleigh,  to  be  held  of  the  crown  by 
homage  and  a  certain  render,  without  reserving  any 
share  in  the  legislative  and  executive  authority; 
that  the  subsequent  grants  of  America  were  similar 
in  this  respect;  that  they  were  without  any  reserva- 
tion for  securing  the  subjection  of  the  colonists 
10  the  parliament,  and  future  laws  of  England;  that 
this  was  the  sense  of  the  English  crown,  the  na* 
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Oon,  and  our  predecestora,  when  they  first  took 
potfession  of  this  country;  that,  if  the  colonies  were 
not  then  annexed  to  the  realm,  they  cannot  have 
been  annexed  since  that  time;  that,  if  they  are  not 
now  annexed  to  the  realm,  they  are  not  part  of 
the  kingdom;  and,  consequently,  not  subject  to 
tlie  legislative  authority  of  the  kingdom;  for  no 
country,  by  the  common  law,  was  subject  to  the 
la«'s  or  to  the  parliament,  but  the  realm  of  Eng- 
land. 

Now,  if  this  foundation  shall  fail  you  in  every 
part  of  it,  as  I  think  it  will,  the  fabric  which  you 
have  raised  upon  it  must  certainly  fall. 

Let  me  then  ob^rve  to  you,  that  as  English  sub* 
jects,  and  agreeable  to  the  doctrine  of  feudal 
tenure,  all  our  lands  and  tenements  are  held 
mediately,  or  immediately,  of  the  crown,  and  al- 
though the  possession  and  use,  or  profits,  be  in 
the  subject,  there  aiill  remains  a  dominion  in  the 
crown.  When  a.iy  new  countries  are  discovered 
by  English  subjects,  according  to  the  general  law 
and  usage  of  nations,  they  become  part  of  the 
•tat^  and,  according  to  the  feudal  system,  the 
lordship  or  dominion,  is  in  the  crown;  and  a  right 
accrues  of  disposing  of  such  territories,  under  such 
temire,  or  for  such  services  to  be  performed,  as 
the  crown  shall  judge  proper;  and  whensoever  any 
part  of  such  territories,  by  grant  from  the  crown, 
becomes  the  possession  or  property  of  private  per- 
sons, such  persons,  thus  holding,  under  the  crown 
of  England,  remain,  or  become  subjects  of  Eng- 
land, to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  fally  as  if  any 
of  the  royal  manors,  forests,  or  other  territory, 
within  the  realm,  had  been  granted  to  them  upon 
the  iflce  tenure.  But  that  it  is  now,  or  was,  when 
the  plantations  were  first  granted,  the  prerogative 
of  the  kmgs  of  England  to* alienate  such  territo- 
ries  from  the  crown,  or  to  constitute  a  number  of 
sew  governments,  altogether  independent  of  the 
sovereign  legislative  authority  of  the  English  em- 
pire, I  can  by  no  means  coaoede  to  you.  I  have 
never  seen  any  better  authority  to  support  such  an 
opinion,  than  an  anonymous  pamphlet,  by  which,  I 
fear,  you  have  too  easily  been  misled;  for  I  shall 
presently  show  you,  that  the  decUrations  of  king 
James  the  I.  and  of  king  Charles  the  1.  admitting 
they  are  truly  related  by  the  author  of  tliis  pam- 
phlet, ought  to  have  no  weight  with  you;  nor  does 
^e  cession  or  restoration,  upon  a  treaty  of  peace, 
of  countries  which  have  been  lost  or  acquired  in 
war,  militate  with  these  principles;  nor  may  any 
particular  aot  of  power  of  a  prince,  in  selling,  or 
ddfvcring  up  loy  part  of  his  domlilont  to  a  foreign 


prince  or  state,  against  the  general  sense  of  the 
nation,  be  urged  to  invalidate  them;  and,  upon 
examination,  it  will  appear,  that  all  the  g^nts 
which  have  been  made  of  America,  are  founded 
upon  them,  and  are  made  to  conform  to  them,  even 
those  which  you  have  adduced  in  support  of  very 
different  principles. 

You  do  not  recollect  that,  prior  to  what  you 
call  the  first  grant  by  queen  Elizabeth  to  sir  Wal- 
ter Raleigh,  a  grant  had  been  made  by  the  sama 
princess,  to  sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  of  all  such  coun- 
tries as  he  should  discover,  which  were  to  be  of 
the  allegiance  of  her,  her  heirs  and  successors;  but 
he  dying  in  the  prosecution  of  his  vo]ragf ,  a  second 
grant  was  made  to  sir  Walter  Raleigh,  which,  you 
say,  conveyed  the  dominion  and  sovereignty,  with- 
out any  reserve  of  legislative  or  executive  au- 
thority, being  held  by  homage  an4^  a  render.  To 
hold  by  homage,  which  implies  fealty  and  k  reMer, 
is  descriptive  of  soccage  tenure,  as  fully  as  if  it 
had  been  said  to  hold,  as  of  our  manor  of  E  tst 
Greenwich,  the  words  in  your  charter.  N  ;\v,  this 
alone  was  a  reserve  of  dominion  snd  sovereignty  in 
the  queen,  her  heirs  and  successors;  aiid,  besides 
this,  the  grant  is  made  upon  this  express  condition, 
which  you  piss  over,  t^at  the  people  remain  sub- 
iect  to  the  crown  of  England,  the  head  of  that 
legislative  authority,  which,  by  the  E'-iglish  con- 
stitution, is  equally  extensive  with  the  authority  of 
the  crown,  throughout  every  part  of  the  dominions. 
Now,  if  we  could  supp'^se  the  queen  to  have  ac- 
quired, separate  firom  her  relation  to  her  suSjects, 
or  in  her  natural  capacity,  which  she  could  not  do, 
a  title  to  a  country  discovered  by  her  subjects,  and 
then  to  grant  the  same  country  to  English  subjects, 
in  her  public  capacity  as  queen  of  E'lgbnd,  still, 
by  this  grant,  she  annexed  it  to  the  crown.  Thus, 
by  not  distinguishing  between  the  crown  of  Eng. 
land  and  the  kings  and  queens  of  England,  iii  their 
personal  or  natural  capacities,  you  have  been  led 
into  aTundamental  error,  which  must  prove  fatal  to 
yo'.ir  system.  It  is  not  material,  whether  Virginia 
reverted  to  the  crown  by  sir  Walter's  attainder,  or 
whether  he  never  took  any  benefit  fhim  his  grant, 
though  the  latter  is  most  probable,  seeing  he 
ceased  from  all  attempts  to  take  possession  of 
the  country  aAer  a  few  years  trial*  There  were, 
undoubtedly,  divers  grants  made  by  king  James 
the  I.  of  the  continent  of  America,  ia  the  beginning 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  similar  to  the  grant 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  in  this  respect,  that  they  were 
dependent  on  the  crown.  The  charter  to  the  coun* 
cil  at  Plymouth,  In  Devon,  dated  November  3,  l€20. 
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more  immedifttely  respects  us«  iDd  of  tbst  we  bave 
the  most  authentic  remains. 

By  this  charter,  upon  the  petition  of  sir  Ferdinando 
iiorgf,  a  corporation  was  constituted,  to  be,  and 
oontiAue  by  succession,  forever  in  the  town  of 
Plymouth  aforesaid,  to  which  corporation,  that 
part  of  the  American  continent,  which  lies  be- 
tween 40  and  48  degrees  of  latitude,  was  i^ranted, 
to  be  held  of  the  king,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
as  of  the  manor  of  Bast  Greenwich,  with  powers 
to  constitute  subordinate  governments  in  Ame- 
rica, and  to  make  laws  for  such  governments,  not 
repugnant  to  the  Isws  and  statutes  of  England. 
From  this  corporation,  your  predecessors  obtained 
a  grant  of  the  soil  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  in  1627,  and  in  1628,  they  obtained  a  charter 
from  king  Charles  the  I.  making  them  a  distinct 
oornorution,  aUo  within  the  realm,  and  giving 
them  full  powers  within  limits  of  their  patent,  very 
like  to  those  of  the  council  of  Plyraootb,  through- 
out their  more  extensive  territory. 

We  will  row  consider  what  must  have  been  the 
sense  of  the  king,  of  the  nation,  and  of  the  patentee*:, 
at  the  time  of  granting  these  p:itents.  From  the 
year  1602,  the  banks  and  sea  coasts  of  New  Eng- 
land  had  been  frequented  by  English  subjects,  for 
catching  and  drying  cod-fish.  When  an  exclusive 
right  to  the  fishery  was  claimed,  by  virtue  of  the 
patent  of  1620,  the  house  of  commons  was  alarmed, 
and  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  allowing  a  free  fishery; 
and  it  was  upon'  this  occasion,  that  one  of  the 
secretaries  of  state  declared,  perhaps  as  his  own 
opinion,  that  the  plantations  were  not  annexed  to 
the  crown,  and  so  were  not  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  parliament.  Sir  Edwin  Sandys,  who  was  one  of 
the  Virginia  company,  and  an  eminent  lawyer, 
declared,  that  he  knew  Virginia  had  been  annexed, 
and  was  held  of  the  crown,  as  of  the  manor  of  East 
Greenwich,  and  he  believed  New  England  was  so 
also;  and  so  it  most  certainly  was.  This  declara- 
tion, made  by  one  of  the  king's  servants,  you  say, 
ahewed  the  sense  of  the  crown,  and,  being  not 
secretly,  but  openly  declared  in  parliament,  you 
would  make  it  the  sense  of  the  nation  also,  notwith- 
standing  your  own  assertion,  that  the  lords  and 
commons  passed  a  bill,  that  shewed  their  sense  to 
be  directly  the  contrary.  But  if  there  had  been 
full  evidence  of  express  declarations  made  by  king 
James  the  I.  and  king  Charles  the  I.  they  were 
declarations  contrary  to  their  own  grants,  which 
declare  this  country  to  be  held  of  the  crown,  and 
consequently,  it  must  have  been  annexed  to  it. 
And  may  not  such  declarations  be  accounted  for 
by  other  actions  of  those  prioces^  who«  when  they 


were  soliciting  the  parliament  to  grant  the  duties 
of  tonnage  and  poundage,  with  other  ftids,  and 
were,  in  thia  way,  acknowledging  the  rights  of 
parliament,  at  the  sanie  time  were  requiring  the 
payment  of  those  duties,  with  ship  moaej.  Sic.  by 
virtue  of  their  prerogative? 

But  to  remove  all  doubts  of  the  sense  of  the  na- 
tion, and  of  the  patentees  of  this  patent,  or  char- 
ter, in  1620, 1  need  only  refer  you  to  the  account 
published  by  sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  himself  of  the 
proceedings  in  parliament  upon  this  oceaaiQii.  As 
he  was  iUe  most  active  member  of  the  couccil  of 
Plymouth,  and,  as  he  relates  what  cane  within 
his  own  knowledge  and  observation,  his  ntm^ve, 
which  has  all  the  appearance  of  truth  and  sincerity, 
must  carry  conviction  with  it.  lie  says,  that  soon 
after  the  patent  was  passed,  and  whilst  it  lay  ia 
the  crown  office,  he  was  summoned  to  appear  ia 
parliament,  to  answer  what  was  to  be  objected 
against  it;  and  the  house  being  in  a  comnuttee,  and 
sir  Edward  Coke,  that  great  oracle  of  the  law,  ia 
the  chair,  be  waa  called  to  the  har»  and  was  Isid 
by  sir  Edward,  that  the  houae  tindtratood  that  a 
patent  had  been  granted  to  the  aaid  Ferdinands^ 
and  divers  other  noble  persons^  for  establisbing  a 
colony  in  New  England,  that  this  was  deemed  a 
grievance  of  the  comoMnwealth,  contrary  to  *the 
laws,  and  to  the  privileges  of  the  subject,  that  it 
was  a  monopoly,  &c.  and  he  required  the  delivery 
of  the  patent  into  the  house.  Sir  Ferdinando 
Gorges  made  no  doubt  of  the  authority  of  the 
house,  but  submitted  to  their  disposal  of  the 
patent,  as,  in  their  wisdom,  they  thought  good; 
*'not  knowing,  under  favor,  how  any  action  of  that 
kind  could  be  a  grievance  to  the  public,  seeing  it 
was  undertaken  for  the  advancement  of  religioo, 
the  enlargement  of  the  bounds  of  our  nation,  &c. 
lie.  was  willing,  however,  to  submit  the  whole  to 
the  honorable  censures."  After  divers  atten- 
dances, he  imagined  he  had  satisfied  the  houses  that 
the  planting  a  colony  was  of  much  more  conse- 
quence, than  a  simple  disorderly  course  of  fishing. 
He  was,  notwithstanding,  disapointed;  and,  when 
the  public  grievances  of  the  kingdom  were  pre- 
sented by  the  two  houses,  that  of  the  patent  for 
New  England  was  the  first.  I  do  not  know  bow 
the  parliament  could  have  shewn  more  fully  the 
sense  they  then  had  of  their  authority  over  this 
new  acquired  territory;  nor  oan  we  expect  better 
evidence  of  the  sense  which  the  patentees  bad  of 
it,  lor  1  know  of  no  historical  fact,  of  which  we  have 
less  reason  to  doubt. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  I  will  shew  you  how  it  ap- 
pears from  our  charter  itselft  which  you  say  I  have 
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Hot  yet  been  pteated  to  piunt  out  la  you,  except  |onler  sent  unio  theni,  under  Ihr  hind  of  the  clerk 
ftom  that  cUuie,  which  reitnini  ui  from  mskiiiglaf  the'honorible  hauieiif  enniroons,  ihill  be  enter ■ 
kvt  repupiint  to  the  liwi  of  EngUndi  that  it  willed  ■iming  their  public  recordi,  to  remain  there 
ihc  senie  of  our  ppedeeetiart,  at  the  time  when  onto  posteritji.  And,  in  an  addreit  to  parliamen*, 
the  charter  tra*  granted,  that  they  were  lo  remain  nine  yeiri  after,  they  acknowledge,  amon^  other 


■ubjeel  to  the  auprcme  authority  of  parUanient, 

Beaides  this  clauie,  which  I  ihall  have  occasion 
Airiber  to  remark  tipon  befbre  I  finiih,  you  will 
ind  that,  by  the  charter,  a  grant  vii  made  of 
esemption  from  all  taxes  and  impoaitions  upon 
■nygoodi  imparted  into  New  England,  oreiiporled 
Iron  thence  into  England,  for  the  space  of  tventy. 
one  yean,  except  the  cu*toni  of  five  per  oent.  upon 
such  goods  as,  after  the  expiratio*  of  seven  yean, 
ahauld  be  brought  into  England.  Nothing  on  ht 
more  plain,  than  that  the  charter,  as  well  aa  the 
patent  to  the  council  of  Plymouth,  eonstittites  a 
CorpOfation  in  England,  with  powers  to  create  a 
■ubordinate  government  or  gorFrnments  within 
the  plantation,  so  that  there  would  always  be  sub- 
jects of'taxe*  and  impositioni  both  in  the  King- 
doRi  and  in  the  plantation.  An  ezempti 
twentj'one  yean,  implies'  a  right  of  impoiition 
after  the  expintion  of  the  tern,  and  there  is  no 
dittinOtioa  between  the  kingdom  tad  the  plinta- 
tioo.  By  what  authority  then,  in  the  understand- 
ing of  the  parties,  were  those  impositions  to  be 
laid)  If  any,  to  support  a  lyitem,  should  say  by 
the  king,  rather  thin  to  acknowledge  the  authority 
of  parliatnent,  yet  thli  could  not  be  the  sense  of 
one  of  onrprincipil patentees,  Mr.  SamuCl  VsimI, 
who,  at  thst  instant,  1638,  the  date  of  the  charter, 
va«  sufTering  the  loss  of  his  goods,  rather  than 
•ubnit  to  in  impoiition  laid  by  the  king,  without 
the  aulhority  of  part  lament ;  and  to  prove  that,  a 
ftw  yene  after,  it  could  not  be  the  sense  of  the 
rest,  I  need  wily  to  refer  you  to  your  own  records . 
for  the  year  1643,  where  you  will  find  an  order  off 
tte  bouse  of  eommoni,  conceived  in  aoeb  terms 
aa  discover  s  plain  reference  to  this  part  of  the 
diarter,  after  fourteen  years  of  the  twenty-one 
vcrc  expired.  By  this  order,  the  houie  of  com- 
■Mo*  declare,  that  all  goods  and  merchnndise  ex 
ported  Xd  New  England,  or  imported  from  Ihence, 
•ball  be  free  t^om  all  taxes  and  impositions,  both 
in  the  kingdom  and  New  England,  until  the  house 
•hall  take  further  order  therein  to  the  cuntrary. 
The  aense  which  our  predeceisors  had  of  the  bene- 
fit which  they  took  from  this  order,  evidently  iip- 
pcara  fVom  the  vote  of  Ihe  general  oourt,  acknow- 
ledging their  humble  thankfulne»,  ind  preserv- 
ing a  grateful  remembrance  of  the  honorable  re- 
spect :ma  that  high  court,  and  resolving,  that  the 


ideterved  favors,  that  of  taking  olT  the  c 
from  there. 

am  at  s  loss  to  know  wbst  your  ideas  could 
be,  when  you  »y  that,  If  the  plantations  are  not 
of  the  realm,  they  are  not  part  of  the  king- 
dom, seeing  the  two  word)  can  properly  convey  but 
ides,  and  they  Inve  one  sniJ  the  lame  lignlBei- 
I  in  the  dilTerent  Unj-mges  from  whence  they 
derived.     I  do  not  charge  yon  with  any  designg 
iiut  the  eijiiirocal  use  of  the  word  reslm.  in  several 
parts  of  you  answer,  mokei  them  perplexed  and 
ibecure.    Sometimes  you  must  intend  the  whole 
IcimWion,  which  ii  lubjeet  lo  theaotborily  ofpar. 
iamentj    Eoinelimes  only  stri':tly  the  territorial 
'calm  to  which  other  dominions  are,  or  may  he 
inneied.    if  you  mein  that  no  countries,  but  the 
mcieni  territorial  realm,  can,  constitutionally,  be 
suhject  to   the  supreme    authority   of  England, 
vrbicti  you  have  very  incautiously  said  is  a  rule 
of  the  common  law  of  EngUnd—thii  is  a  doctrine 
which  you  will  never  be  able  to  support.    That 
ihe  common  law  (hould  be  controled  and  changed 
by  naiuLcs.  every  day's  experience  teacbes)  but 
that  the   common  law  prescribes  limits    to  the 
-iitnt  ofihe  legislative  power,  I  believe  bat  never 
bfen  uilil  upon  any  other  occasion.    That  acts  of 
pirliamenti,  for  aeveret  hundred  yean  pist,  have 
respected  countries,  which  are  not  strictly  w-tliin 
the  rctlm,  you  might  easily  have  discovered  by 
ihe  Bialutp  books.     Vou  will  find  acts  for  regul.  t- 
ing  the  afljirs  of  Ireland,  though  a  teparile  ^nd 
J^stinct  kingdom.    Wilei  and  Calais,  whilst  they 
:presentatives  to  parliament,  were  sub. 
e  like  reguUtI'>nsi    to  arc    Guernsey, 
Jersey,  Ahltmey,  Eie.  which  send  no  members  to 
ill)  day.     Theie  countries  are  not  more  properly 
pirt  of  the  aneient  realm,  thin  the  plmta'ioni, 
or  Jo  I  know  they  can  more  property  be  *atd  to 
t:  annexed  to  the  realm,  tinleas  thrileclariug-tbat 
cts  of  parliament  ahill  extend  tn  Walei,  thoujfh 
ni  pariicularly  named,  ihatl   make  it  so.  which 
conceive  it  doei  not,  in  the  senie  you  intend. 

Thus,  1  think,  I  have  made  it  appear  that  the 
pUntaliom,  though  not  strictly  within  the  realm, 
have,  from  the  beginning,  been  consiiiutionally 
ubjict  to  the  supreme  authority  of  the  rejlm, 
<nd  are  lo  far  annexed  to  il,  u  to  he,  with  the 
realm  and  the  otiier  dependcKiet  u^m^  W  <n.i^ 
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cniire  dominiont  and  that  the  plantation,  or  colony 
of  Massachusetta-Day  in  particular,  is  holden  as 
feudatory  of  the  imperial  crown  of  England.  Deem 
it  to  be  no  part  of  the  realm,  it  ia  immaterial ;  for, 
to  use  the  words  of  a  very  great  authority  in  a 
case.  In  some  reapefits  analogous,  **beiDg  feudatory, 
the  conclusion  necessarily  follows,  that  it  is  under 
the  goremment  of  the  kin^s  laws  and  the  kings's 
courts,  in  caires  pr.^per  for  them  to  interpose,  though 
(like  counties  Palatine)  it  has  peculiar  laws  and 
eustoros,  jura  regalias  and  complete  jurisdiction  at 
borne/' 

Tour  remark  upon,  andeonstrtiction  of  the  words, 
not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England,  are  much 
the  aame  with  those  of  the  council;  but,  can  any 
reason  ht  assigned  why  the  laws  of  England,  as 
they  stood  just  at  that  period,  should  be  pitched 
Upon  as  the  standard,  more  than  at  any  other 
peviod?  If  so,  why  wu  it  not  recurred  to  when  the 
seAond  charter  was  granted,  more  than  sixty  years 
after  the  first?  It  is  not  improbable,  that  the 
original  intention  might  be  a  repugnancy  in  gene- 
ral, and  a  firtiori,  such  laws  as  were  made  more 
immediately  to  respect  us,  but  the  statute  of  7ih 


a  subordinate  legislature  immediately,  or  in  pe^ 
son,  than  when  he  does  it  mediately  by  his  fo¥Ciw 
nor  or  substitute;  but  if  it  could  be  admitted.  tiMt 
such  an  assent  discovered  the  king*a  judgoMaC 
that  Virginia  waa  independent,  would  you  Imj  waf 
stress  upon  it,  when  the  same  king  was,  from  tina 
to  time,  giving  his  assent  to  acts  of  parliameaty 
which  inferred  the  dependence  of  all  the  oolomet, 
and  had,  by  one  of  those  acts,  declared  tlie  plaota* 
tions  to  be  inhabited  and  peopled  by  hia  majesty'a 
subjects  of  England? 

I  gave  you  no  reason  to  remark  upoDtbeabaordity 
of  a  grant,  to  persons  not  bom  within  tbe  realm,  of 
the  same  liberties  which  would  have  bdoBged  to 
them,  if  they  bad  been  bom  within  the  realm;  but 
rathergosrded  against  it,  by  considering  auch  grant 
as  declaratory  only,  and  in  the  nature  of  an  assur- 
ance, that  the  plantations  would  be  considered  as 
the  dominions  of  England.  But  is  there  noabsordity 
in  a  grant  from  the  king  of  England,  of  tbe  liber- 
ties and  immunities  of  Englishmen  to  persona  bora 
in,  and  who  are  to  inhabit  other  territorlea  than 
the  dominions  of  Englands  and  would  ancb  frast, 
whether  by  charter,  or  other  letters  patent,  be 


nnd  8th  of  king  William  and  queen  Mary,  soon  sufficient  to  make  them  inheriuble,  or  to  entitle 

them  to  the  other  liberties  and  immunities  of  Eng- 
lishmen, in  any  part  of  the  Engliah  dooiiniona? 


after  the  aecond  charter,  favors  the  latter  construc- 
tion only;  and  the  province  agent,  Mr.  Dummer,  in 
his  much  applauded  defence  of  tbe  charter,  says, 
that,  then,  a  law  in  the  plantations  may  be  said  to 
be  repugnant  to  a  low  made  in  Great  Britain,  when 
St  flatly  contradicts  it,  so  far  as  tbe  law  made 
there  mention^  and  relates  to  the  plantations.  But, 
gentlemen,  there  is  another  clause,  both  in  the 
first  and  second  clisrter,  which,  I  think,  will  serve 
to  eiplain  this,  or  to  render  all  dispute  upon  the 
coi)6truction  of  it  unnecessary.    You  are  enabled 


As  I  am  willing  to  rest  the  point  betw'eeo  os. 
upon  the  plantations  having  been,  fh>m  their  first 
discovery  and  settlement  under  the  Grown,  a  part 
of  the  dominions  of  England,  I  shall  not  take  up 
any  time  in  remarking  upon  your  arguments,  to 
show  that,  since  that  time,  they  cannot  have  been 
made  a  part  of  those  dominions. 

The  remaining  parts  of  your  answer,  are  princi- 


to  impose  such  oaths  only,  as  are  warrantable  by,      ,.    .         ,  .  ,     .     .     . 

^  ^    ..      ,  J    .  .  .        r  *u     Pa^Jy  intended  to  prove  that,  under  botb  charters, 

or  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  the  ,      ^  r  w  » 


realm.  1  believe  you  will  not  contend,  that  these 
clauses  must  mean  such  oaths  only,  as  were  warrant- 
able at  the  respective  times  when  the  charters  were 
granted.  It  has  often  been  found  necessary,  since 
the  date  pf  the  charters,  to  alter  the  forms  of  oaths 
to  the  government  by  acts  of  parliament,  and  such 
allerations  have  always  been  conformed  to  in  the 
plantations. 

Lest  you  should  think  that  I  admit  the  authority 
of  king  Charles  the  II.  in  giving  his  assent  to  an 


it  hath  been  the  sense  of  the  people,  that  tbey  were 
not  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  parliament,  and, 
for  this  purpose,  you  have  made  large  extracts 
from  the  history  of  the  oolony.  Whtlat  you  are 
doing  honor  to  the  book,  by  laying  any  atren  up- 
on its  authority,  it  would  have  been  no  more  than 
justice  to  the  author,  if  you  had  cited  aome  other 
passages,  which  would  have  tended  to  reconcile 
the  passage  in  my  speech  to  the  history.  I  have 
said  that,  except  about  the  time  of  the  anarchy, 
which  preceded  the  restoration  of  king  Charles 


act  of  the  assembly  of  Virginia,  which  you  subjoin  .'the  II.  I  have  not  discovered  that  the  authority  c 
to  the  authorities  of  James  the  1.  and  Charles  the '  parliament  had  been  called  in  question,  even  by 


J.  to  have  any  weight,  I  must  observe  to  you,  that 


particular  persons.    It  was,  as  I  take  it,  from  the 


I  do  not  see  any  greater  inconsistency  with  Magna  |  principles  imbibed  in  those  times  of  anarchy,  that 
Cbarta,  in  the  king's  giving  his  assent  to  «n  act  oiithe  pemns  of  influence,  mentioned  in  the  biatory. 
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^ispuled  the  authority  of  pmrliaoient,  but  the  g^o- 
Ycrameiit  would  not  venture  to  dispute  it.  On  the 
tontrar/y  in  four  or  five  years  after  the  restora- 
liony  the  government  declared  to  the  king's  com- 
misMOiiers,  that  the  act  of  navigation  had  been  for 
same  years  observed  here^  that  they  knew  not  of 
iU  being  greatly  violated,  and  that  such  laws  as 
appeared  to  be  against  it,  were  repealed.  It  is 
not  strange,  that  these  persons  of  influence  should 
prevail  upon  a  great  part  of  the  people  to  f»ll  in, 
fer  a  time,  with  their  opinions,  and  to  suppose 
acta  of  the  colony  necessary  to  give  force  to  acts 
of  parliament.  The  government,  however,  several 
years  before  the  charter  was  vacated,  more  ex- 
plicitly acknowledged  the  authority  of  parliament, 
and  voted  that  their  governor  should  take  the 
oath  required  of  him,  faithfully  to  do,  and  perform 
all  matters  and  things,  enjoined  him  by  the  acts 
of  trade.  I  have  not  recited  in  my  speech^  all 
these  particulars,  nor  had  I  them  all  in  my  mind; 
but,  I  think,  I  have  said  nothing  inconsistent  with 
then.  My  principles  in  government,  are  still  the 
•ame  with  what  they  appear  to  be  in  the  book 
jfoa  refer  to;  nor  am  I  conscious  that,  by  any  part 
of  my  conduct,  I  have  given  cause  to  suggest  the 
contrary. 


governors,  by  the  act  of  the  12th  of  king  Charles 
the  11.  until  the  time  which  I  have  mentioned.— 
Upon  the  revolution,  the  force  of  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment was  evident,  in  a  case  of  as  great  importance 
as  any  which  could  happen  to  the  colony.  King 
William  and  queen  Mary  were  proclaimed  in  the 
colony,  king  and  queen  of  England,  France,  and 
Ireland,  and  the  dominions  thereunto  belongings 
in  the  room  of  king  James;  and  this,  not  by  virtue 
of  an  act  of  the  colony,  for  no  such  act  ever  passed, 
but  by  force  of  an  act  of  parliament,  which  altered 
the  succession  to  the  crown,  and  for  which  the 
people  waited  several  weeks,  with  anxious  concern. 
By  force  of  another  act  of  parliament,  and  that 
only,  such  officers  of  the  colony  as  had  taken  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  to  king  James,  deemed  them- 
selves at  liberty  to  take,  and  accordingly  did  tak^, 
the  oaths  to  king  William  and  queen  Mary.  And 
that  I  may  mention  other  acts  of  the  like  nature 
together,  it  is  by  force  of  an  act  of  parliament,  that 
the  illustrious  house  of  Hanover  succeeded  to  the 
throne  of  Britain  and  its  dominions,  snd  by  several 
other  acts,  the  forms  of  the  oaths  have,  from  time 
to  time,  been  altered;  and,  by  a  late  act,  that  form 
was  established  which  every  one  of  us  has  com* 
plied  with,  as  the  charter,  in  express  words,  rei^ 


,      ,,  .    ,    ,     quires,  and  makes  our  duty.  Shall  we  now  dispute 

Inasmoch,  as  you  say  that  I  have  not  particularly;    ,     .  .,,...,        .  ,     .      • 

'      .  ..._.  whether  acts  of  parluiment  have  been  submitted 

to,  when  we  find  them  submitted  to,  in  points 


pointed  out  to  you  the  acU  and  doings  of  the  ge 
neral  assembly,  which  relate  to  acts  of  parliament, 
I  will  do  it  now,  and  demonstrate  to  you  that  such 
9^cta.have  been  acknowledged  by  the  assembly,  or 
submitted  to  by  the  people. 

From  your  predecessors*  removal  to  America, 
until  the  year  1640,  there  was  no  session  of  par- 
liaacBt;  and  the  first  short  session,  of  a  few  days 
only,  in  1640,  and  the  whole  of  the  next  session, 
until  the  withdraw  of  the  king,  being  taken  op  in 
the  disputea  between  the  king  and  the  parliament, 
there  could  be  no  room  for  plantation  affairs.  Soon 
after  the  king's  wiUidraw,  the  house  of-  commons 
passed  the  memorable  order  of  1642;  and,  from 
that  time  to  the  restoration,  this  plantation  seems 
to  have  been  distinguished  from  the  rest;  and  the 
several  acts  and  ordinances,  which  respected  the 
other  plantations,  were  never  enforced  here;  and, 
possibly,  under  color  of  the  exemption,  in  1642,  it 
might  not  be  intended  they  should  be  executed. 

For  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  af^er  the  restoration, 
there  was  no  officer  of  the  customs  in  the  colony, 
except  the  governor,  annually  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  acts  of  trade  were  but  little  regarded; 
nor  did  the  governor  take  the  oath  required  of 


which  are  of  the  very  essence  of  our  constitutionf 
If  you  should  disown  that  authority,  which  has 
power  even  to  change  the  succession  to  the  crown, 
are  you  in  no  danger  of  denying  the  authority  of 
our  most  gracious  sovereign,  wl<ich  I  am  sure  none 
of  you  can  have  in  your  thoughts? 

I  think  I  have  before  shewn  you,  gentlemen, 
what  must  have  been  the  sense  of  our  predecessors 
at  the  time  of  the  first  charter;  let  us  now,  whilst 
we  are  upon  the  acts  and  doings  of  the  assembly, 
consider  what  it  must  have  been  at  the  time  of 
the  second  charter.  Upon  the  first  advice  of  the 
revolution  in  England,  the  authority  which  assumed 
the  government,  instructed  their  agents  to  petition 
parliament  to  restore  the  first  charter,  and  a  bill 
for  that  purpose  passed  the  house  of  commons, 
but  went  no  further.  Was  not  this  owning  the 
authority  of  parliament?  By  an  act  of  parliament, 
passed  in  the  first  year  of  king  William  and  queeu 
Mary,  a  form  of  baths  was  established,  to  be  taken 
by  those  princes,  and  by  all  succeeding  kings  and 
queens  of  England,  at  their  coronation;  the  firat 
of  which  is,  that  they  will  govern  the  people  of 
the  kingdom,  and  the  dominions  thereunto  belong, 
ing,  according  to  the  statutes  io  parliament  agreed 
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on,  and  the  laws  and  customa  of  the  same.  When 
the  colony  directed  their  af^enta  to  make  their 
bumble  application  to  king  William,  to  grant  the 
second  charter,  they  could  have  no  other  pretence, 
than,  aa  they  were  inhabitants  of  part  of  the 
dominions  of  England;  and  they  also  knew  the 
oath  the  king  had  taken,  to  goTem  them  according 
to  the  statutes  in  parliament.  Surely,  then,  at 
the  time  of  this  charter,  also,  it  was  the  sense  of 
our  predecessors,  as  well  as  of  the  king  and  of 
the  nation,  that  there  was,  and  would  remsin,  a 
supremacy  in  the  parliament.  About  the  same 
time,  they  acknowledge,  in  an  address  to  the  king, 
that  they  have  no  power  to  make  laws  repugnant 
to  the  laws  of  England.  And,  immediately  after 
the  assumption  of  the  powers  of  government,  by 
virtue  of  the  new  charter,  an  act  was  passed  to 
revive,  for  a  limited  time,  all  the  local  laws  of  the 
colonies  of  Massachusetts-Bay  and  New  Plymouth, 
respectively,  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land. And,  at  the  same  session,  an  act  passed, 
establishing  naval  officers,  in  several  porta  of  the 
province,  for  which,  this  reason  is  given;  that  all 
undue  trading,  contrary  to  an  act  of  parliament, 
made  in  the  1 5th  year  of  king  Charles  the  II.  may 
be  prevented  in  this,  their  majesty's  province. — 
The  act  of  this  province,  passed  so  long  ago  as  the 
second  year  of  king  George  the  I.  for  stating  the 
fees  of  the  custom  house  officers,  must  have  rela- 
tion to  the  acts  of  parliament,  by  which  they  are 
constituted;  and  the  provision  made  in  that  act 
of  the  province,  for  extending  the  port  of  Boston 
to  all  the  roads,  as  far  as  Cape  Cod,  could  be  for 
no  other  purpose,  than  for  the  more  effectual 
carrying  the  acts  of  trade  into  execution.  And,  to 
come  nearer  lo  the  present  time,  when  an  act  of 
parliament  had  passed,  in  1771,  for  putting  an  end 
to  certain  unwarrantable  schemes,  in  this  pro- 
vince, did  the  authority  of  government,  or  those 
persons  more  immediately  affected  by  it,  ever  dis- 
pute the  validity  of  it?  On  the  contrary,  have  not 
a  number  of  acts  been  passed  in  the  province,  the 
burdens  to  which  such  persons  were  subjected, 
night  be  equally  apportioned;  and  have  not  all 
those  acts  of  the  province  been  very  carefully 
framed,  to  prevent  their  militating  with  the  act 
of  parliament?  I  will  mention,  also,  an  act  of  par- 
liament, made  in  the  first  year  of  queen  Anne, 
although  the  proceedings  upon  it  more  imme- 
diately respected  the  council.  By  this  act,  no 
office,  civil  or  military,  shall  be  vo'd,  by  the  death 
of  the  king,  but  shall  continue  six  months,  unless 
suspended,  or  made  void,  by  the  next  successor. 
By  force  of  this  act,  governor  Dudley  continued 


in  the  administration  six  months  from  the  demise 
of  queen  Anne,  and  immediately  after,  theeotincil 
assumed  the  administration,  and  continiied  it  mitS 
a  proclamation  arrived  from  king  George,  by  TirCse 
of  which  governor  Dudley  reassumed  the  gurcrv- 
ment.  It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  the 
addresses,  votes  and  messages,  of  both  the  coun- 
cil and  house  of  representatives,  to  the  same  pur- 
pose. I  have  aaid  enough  to  shew  that  this  go- 
vernment has  submitted  to  parliament,  from  a  con- 
viction of  its  constitutional  supremacy,  and  this  not 
from  inconsideration,  nor  merely  from  reluctance 
at  the  idea  of  contending  with  the  parent  state. 

If,  then,  I  have  made  it  appear  that,  both  by  the 
first  and  second  charters,  we  hold  our  lands,  and 
the  authority  of  government,  not  of  the  king*  but 
of  the  crown  of  England,  that  being  adominioa  of 
the  crown  of  England,  we  are  conaequentlj  sub- 
ject to  the  supreme  authority  of  England.  That 
this  hath  been  the  sense  of  this  plantation»  except 
in  those  few  years  when  the  principles  of  snarchy, 
which  had  prevaikd  in  the  kingdom,  had  not  lost 
their  influence  here;  and  if,  upon  a  review  of  your 
principles,  they  shall  appear  to  you  to  have  been 
delusive  and  erroneous,  as  I  think  they  must,  or, 
if  you  shall  only  be  in  doubt  of  them,  you  certainly 
will  not  draw  that  conclusion,  which  otherwise 
you  might  do,  and  which  I  am  glad  you  have 
hitherto  avoided;  especially  when  you  consider  the 
obvious  and  inevitable  distress  and  misery  of  inde- 
pendence upon  our  mother  country,  if  such  inde- 
pendence could  be  allowed  or  maintained,  and  the 
probability  of  much  greater  distress,  which  we  are 
not  able  to  foresee. 

You  ask  me,  if  we  have  not  reason  to  fear  we 
shall  soon  be  reduced  to  a  worse  situation  than 
that  of  the  ooloniea  of  France,  Spain,  or  Holland. 
I  may  safely  affirm  that  we  have  not;  that  we  have 
no  reason  to  fear  any  evils  from  a  submission  to 
the  authority  of  parliament,  equal  to  what  tire  must 
feel  from  its  authority  being  disputed,  from  an 
uncertain  rule  of  law  and  government.  For  more 
than  seventy  years  together,  the  supremacy  of 
parliameot  was  acknowledged,  without  complaints 
of  grievance.  The  effect  of  every  measure  cannot 
be  foreseen  by  human  wisdom.  What  can  be 
expected  more,  fmm  any  authority,  than,  whea 
the  unfitness  of  a  measure  is  discovered,  to  make 
it  void?  When,  upon  the  united  representations 
and  complaints  of  the  American  colonies,  any  acta 
have  appeared  to  parliament  to  be  unsalutary, 
have  there  not  been  repealed  mstances  of  the 
repeal  of  such  acts?    We  cannot  expect  these  itr- 
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•tances  should  be  CArried  fo  far  u  to  be  equiTalentl 
to  a  disavowal,  or  relinquishment  of  the  right  itself 
Why,  then,  shall  we  fear  for  oiirselvea,  and  our 
poaterity,  greater  rigor  of  goveminent  for  seventy 
years  to  come,  than  what  we  and  our  predecessors 
have  felt,  in  the  seventy  years  past. 

You  mii9t  give  me  leave,  gentlemen,  in  a  few 
words,  to  vindicate  myself  from  a  charge,  in  one 
part  of  your  answer,  of  having,  by  my  speech, 
reduced  you  to  the  unhappy  alternative  of  appear- 
ing, by  your  silence,  to  acquiesce  in  my  sentiments, 
or  of  freely  discussing  this  point  of  the  supremacy 
of  parliament.    I  saw,  as  I  have  before  observed, 
the  capital  town  of  the  province,  without  being 
reduced  to  such  an  alternative,  voluntarily,  not 
only  discussing  but  determining  this  point,  and 
inviting  every  other  town  and  district  in  the  pro- 
vince to  do  the  like.    I  saw  that  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal towns  had  followed  the  example,  and  that 
there  was  imminent  danger  of  a  compliance  in 
most,  if  not  all  the  rest,  in  order  to  avoid  being 
distinguished.    Was  not  I  reduced  to  the  alterna- 
tive of  rendering  myself  justly  obnoxious  to  the 
displeasure  of  my  sovereign,  by  acquiescing  in  such 
irregularities^  or  of  calling  upon  you  to  join  with 
me  in  suppressing  them?    Might  I  not  rather  have 
expected  from  you  an  expression  of  your  concern, 
that  any  persons  should  project  and  prosecute  a 
plan  of  measures,  which  would  lay  me  under  the 
necessity  of  bringing  this  point  before  you?    It 
was  so  far  from  being  my  inclination,  that  nothing 
short  of  a  sense  of  my  duty  to  the  king,  and  the 
obligations  I  am  under  to  consult  your  true  interest, 
could  have  compelled  me  to  it. 

OeniUmm  •/  the  cauncilf  and 

Genittmen  of  the  houte  of  repretentaiiveif 
We  all  profesi  to  be  the  loyal  and  dutiful  sub- 
ject! of  the  king  of  Great  Britain.  His  majesty 
considers  the  British  empire  as  one  entire  dominion, 
subject  to  one  supreme  legislative  power;  a  due 
submission  to  which,  is  essential  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  rights,  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
several  parts  of  this  dominion.  We  have  abundant 
evidence  of  his  majesty's  tender  and  impartial 
regard  to  tlie  rights  of  his  subjects;  and  I  am 
authorised  to  say,  that  **his  majesty  will  most 
graciously  approve  of  every  constitutionul  measure 
that  may  contribute  to  the  peace,  the  happiness, 
and  prosperity  of  his  colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay, 
aad  which  may  havo  the  effect  to  shew  to  the 
world,  that  he  has  no  wish  beyond  that  of  reigning 
in  the  hearts  and  affections  of  his  people." 

T.  HUTCHINSON'. 


Airswxa  or  tbi  aovss  or  aBFBssiirTATivKs  to  ths 

SPXICH  or  TBS  GOVSBBOB,    Of  FSBBUABT  SIXTSSVTB. 

March  2,  1773* 
May  it  pleate  y$ur  excellency ^ 

In  your  speech,  at  the  opening  of  the  present 
session,  your  excellency  expressed  your  displeasure 
at  some  late  proceedings  of  the  town  of  Boston, 
and  other  principal  towns  in  the  province.  And, 
in  another  speech  to  both  houses,  we  have  your 
repeated  exceptions  at  the  same  proceedings,  as 
being  "unwarrantable,"  and  of  a  dangerous  nature 
and  tendency;  "against  which,  you  thought  your- 
self bound  to  call  upon  us  to  join  with  you  in 
bearing  a  proper  testimony.**  This  house  have  not 
discovered  any  principles  advanced  by  the  town 
of  Boston,  that  are  unwarrantable  by  the  constitu- 
tion; nor  does  it  appear  to  us,  that  they  have 
"invited  every  other  town  and  district  in  the  pro- 
vince to  adopt  their  principles."  We  are  fully 
convinced,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  bear  our  testimony 
against  ''innovations,  of  a  dangerous  nature  and 
tendency;"  but  it  is  clearly  our  opinion,  that  it  is 
the  indisputable  right  of  all,  or  any  of  his  majesty's 
subjects,  in  this  provincoi  regularly  and  orderly  to 
meet  together,  to  state  the  grievances  they  labor 
under;  and  to  propose,  and  unite  in  such  constitu- 
tional measures,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  or 
proper,  to  obtain  redress.  This  right  has  been 
frequently  exercised  by  his  majesty's  subjects 
within  the  realm;  and  we  do  not  recollect  an 
instance,  sinae  the  huppy  revolution,  when  the  two 
houses  of  parliament  have  been  called  upon  to  dia- 
countenance,  or  bear  their  testimony  against  it.  In 
a  speech  from  the  throne. 

Your  excellency  is  pleased  to  take  notice  of  some 
things  which  we  **allege,"  in  our  answer  to  your 
first  speech;  and  the  observation  you  make,  we 
must  confess,  is  as  natural  and  undeniably  true, 
as  any  one  that  could  have  been  made;  that,  "if 
our  foundation  shall  fail  us  in  every  part  of  it,  th^ 
fabric  we  have  raised  upon  it  must  certainly  fall," 
You  think  this  foundation  will  fail  us;  but  we 
wish  your  excellency  had  condescended  to  a  con* 
sideration  of  what  we  have  "adduced  in  support 
of  our  principles.*'  We  might  then,  perhaps,  have 
had  some  things  offered  for  our  conviction,  more 
than  bare  affirmations;  which,  we  must  beg  to  be 
excused  if  we  say,  are  far  from  being  auAcient, 
though  they  came  with  your  excellency's  authority, 
for  which,  however,  we  have  a  due  regard. 

Your  excellency  says  that,  "as  English  subjects, 
and  agreeable  to  the  doctrine  of  the  feudal  tenure, 
all  our  lands  are  held  mediately,  or  immediately, 
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of  the  cronm.**     We  trust  jour  ezcellencjr  does 
not  mean  to  introduce  the  feudal  lytteni  in  its 
perfection;  which»  to  use  the  words  of  one  of  our 
greatest  historians,  was  **a  state  of  perpetual  war, 
anarchjt  and  confusion,  calculated  solely  for  de- 
fence against  the  assaults  of  any  foreign  power; 
}»ut,  in  its  provision  for  the   interior  order  and 
tranquility  of  society,  extremely  defective.  A  con- 
stitution, so  contradictory  to  all  the  principles  that 
govern  mankind,  could  never  be  brought  about, 
but  by  foreign  conquest  or  native  usurpation."^ 
And  a  very  celebrated  writer  calls  it,  **that  most 
iniquitous  and  absurd  form  of  government,  by 
which  human  nature  was  *o  shamefully  degraded." 
This  system  of  iniquity,  by  a  strange  kind  of 
fatality,  "though  originally  formed  for  an  encamp- 
ment, and  for  military  purposes  only,  spread  over 
%  great  part  of  Europe;"  and,  to  serve  the  pur- 
poses of  oppression  and  tyranny,  *<was  adopted  by 
princes,  and  wrought  into  their  civil  constitutions;" 
and,  aided  by  the  canon  law,  calculated   by  the 
Roman  Pontiff  to  exalt  himself  above  all  that  is 
called  God,  it  prevailed  to  the  almost  utter  extinc* 
tion  of  knowledge,  virtue,  religion  and  liberty  firom 
that  part  of  the  earth.    Biit»  from  the  time  of  the 
reformation,  in  proportion  as  knowledge,  which 
then  darted  its  rays  upon  the  benighted  world, 
increased    and  spread  among  the  people,  they 
grew  impatient  under  this  heavy  yoke;  and  the 
most  virtuous  and  sensible  among  them,  to  whose 
steadfastness  we,  in  this  distant  ag^  and  climate, 
are  g^atly  indebted,  were  determined  to  get  rid 
of  it;  and,  though  they  have  in  a  great  measure 
subdued  its  power  and  influence  in  England,  they 
have  never  yet  totally  eradicated  its  principles. 

Upon  these  principles,  the  king  claimed  an 
absolute  right  to,  and  a  perfect  estate  in,  all  the 
lands  within  his  dominions;  but  how  he  came  by 
this  absolute  right  and  perfect  estate,  is  a  mystery 
which  we  have  never  seen  unravelled,  nor  is  it  our 
business  or  design,  at  present,  to  enquire.  He 
granted  parts  or  parcels  of  it  to  his  friends,  the 
great  men,  and  they  granted  lesser  parcels  to  their 
tenants.  All,  therefore,  derived  their  right  and 
held  their  lands,  upon  these  principles,  mediately 
or  immediately  of  the  king;  which  Mr.  Rlackstooe, 
however,  calls,  "in  reality,  a  mere  fiction  of  our 
English  tenures." 

By  what  right,  in  nature  and  reason,  the  christian 
princes  in  Europe,  claimed  the  lands  of  heathen 
people,  upon  a  discovery  made  by  any  of  their 
subjects,  is  equally  mysterious.  Such,  however. 
Was  the  doctrine  universally  prevailing,  when  the 


lands  in  America  were  discovered;  bat,  u  the  pea. 
pie  of  England,  upon  those  principles,  held  sll  the 
lands  they  possessed,  by  granU  from  the  king, 
and  the  king  had  never  granted  the  lands  io  Aaw- 
rica  to  them,  it  is  certain  they  could  hare  no  sort 
of  claim  to  them.    Upon  the  principles  advanced, 
the  lordship  and  dominion,  like  that  of  the  laads 
in  England,  was  in  the  king  solely,  and  a  rfght  ftoa 
thence  accrued  to  him,  of  disposing  such  territories^ 
under  such  tenure,  and  for  such  sennces  to  be  per* 
formed,  as  the  king  or  lord  thought  proper.    Bat 
how  the  grantees  became  subjects  of  Englandt  that 
is,  the  supreme  authority  of  the  parliament,  yoar 
excellency  has  not  explained  to  us     We  eooeeive 
that,  upon  the  feudal  principles,  all  power  b  In  the 
king;  they  afford  us  no  idea  of  parliament.    «The 
lord  was  in  early  times,  the  legislator  and  jadge 
over  all  his  feudatories,"  says  judge  Blackstoae. 
By  the  struggle  for  liberty  in  England,  from  the 
days  of  king  John,  to  the  last  happy  rerolstioa, 
the  constitution  has  been  gradually  changing  Ac 
the  better;  and,  upon  the  more  rational  prinelpbs 
that  all  men,  by  nature,  are  in  a  state  of  cquaHly 
in  respect  of  jurisdiction  and  dominion,  power  ia 
England  has  been  more  equally  divided.     And 
thus,  also,  in  America,  though  we  hold  ovr  laads 
ligreeably  to  the  feudal  principles  of  the  king,  ytt 
our  predecessors  wisely  took  care  to  eater  into 
compact  with  the  king,  that  power  here  ah^ild 
also  be  equally  divided,  agreeably  to  the  original 
fundamental  principles  of  the  English  constitution, 
declared  in  Magna  Charta,  and  other  laws  and 
statutes  of  England,  made  to  confirm  them. 

Your  excellency  says,  *'you  can  by  no  means 
concede  to  us  that  it  is  now,  or  was,  when  the 
plantations  were  first  granted,  the  prerogative  of 
the  kings  of  England,  to  constitute  a  mtmber  of 
new  governments,  altogether  independent  ci  the 
sovereign  authority  of  the  English  empire."  By 
the  feudal  principles,  upon  which  you  say  "all  the 
grants  which  have  been  made  of  America  are 
founded,  the  constitutions  of  the  emperor  have 
the  force  of  law."  If  our  government  be  considered 
as  merely  feudatory,  we  are  subject  to  the  kiqg^ 
absolute  will,  and  there  is  no  authority  of  parlia- 
ment, as  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  British  em- 
pire. Upon  these  principles,  what  could  kinder 
the  king's  constituting  a  number  of  independent 
governments  in  America?  That  king  Charles  the 
L  did  actually  set  up  a  government  in  this  colony, 
conceding  to  it  powers  of  nuking  sr.d  eseenting 
laws,  without  any  reservation  to  the  English  par- 
liament, of  auihorily  to  make  future  laws  binding 
therein,  is  a  fact  which  your  cxcdleocy  has  net 
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diiprofed,  if  joti  ha*e  denied  It  Nor  biTS  }ou 
•faewn  dMt  the  pirliuncnt  or  lution  objected 
hi  from  wbence  we  luTe  inrened  that  It  wu 
KckiMWledged  right.  And  we  cunot 
why  the  king  h»  not  the  (ame  right  to  ali 
wid  diiposc  of  cooniriei  tequired  bj  the  diicoTery 
of  hU  lobjecis,  u  be  hu  to  "rntore,  upon  : 
ireitf  or  peace,  couniriej  which  have  been  ac 
quired  in  war,"  carried  on  it  the  charge  of  ilii 
nation;  or  to  '*»ell  and  deliver  up  any  part  of  hi: 
dominioiii  to  •  foreign  prince  or  ataW,  agiinit  the 
general  lenae  of  the  ration;"  which  ia  "an  aot  of 
iww^,"  *r^prerogali»e,  which  your  eTcellency 
allowi.  You  tell  ut,  that  "wbeo  any  new  couoii 
■re  diicoTFred  by  Engliih  lubjeeta,  according  to 
tLe  general  law  and  uaage  of  nation*,  they  becomi 
part  of  the  atatr."  The  law  of  nationa  ia,  or  ougli 
to  be,  foanded  on  the  law  of  reaion.  It  waa  thi 
■ayii^frfair  Edwin  Sandia,  in  thegreat  ciaeof  the 
unian  of  the  reilm  of  Scotland  with  England,  wlucli 
ia  applicable  to  our  present  purpose,  that  "IhFre 
being  no  precedent  fur  thia  case  in  the  law,  fbe 
law  ia  deficient;  and  tlie  law  being  deficient, 
i  eourae  ia  to  be  bad  to  custom:  and  custom  being 
>  iiuuSeicDi,  we  muai  recur  to  natural  reaion"— tlir 
}  gmteat  of  all  authorities,  which,  be  addi,  "ia  tlie 
g  bw  of  nations."  The  opinions,  therefore,  and 
'-{  determinations  of  the  greatest  sagci  and  judge* 
«f  the  law  in  the  exchequer  chamber,  aught  no^ 
t»  bt  conaidered  aa  deciilve  or  binding  in  our  pre- 
Mot  eontroreny  with  your  excellency,  any  (tirthcr 
than  they  are  consonant  to  natural  reason.  If,  how- 
ever, vc  were  to  recur  to  auch  opinions  and  deMr- 
miMtinaa,  we  should  find  rery  great  authorities  in 
Mir  bnr,  to  show  that  the  statute*  of  England 
Mre  Dot  binding  on  those  who  are  not  repreaenled 
>■  parliaaient  there.  The  opinion  of  lord  Coke, 
Ili*t  Ireland  waa  hound  by  itatute*  of  England, 
.whercb  they  were  named,  if  compared  with  his 
Mbcr  writings,  appears  manilestly  to  be  grounded 
vpoa  a  auppoaition,  that  Ireland  had,  by  an  act  of 
their  owo,  in  the  reign  of  king  John,  conaenied  to 
be  thai  bound)  and,  upon  any  other  auppoaition, 
thl*  opifiioa  would  be  against  reaaoni  for  conaenl 
ontj  give*  human  law*  their  force.  We  beg  leare, 
ttfoa  what  your  excellency  ha*  observed  of  the 
colony  becoming  a  part  of  tbe*tate,  to  lubjoin  the 
^liaiDM  of  several  teamed  civilians,  aa  quoted  by 
m.  very  able  lawyer  in  thia  country.  "Colonic*," 
M^a  Puffendorf,  "are  settled  in  ditTeceot  methods; 
1^,  aitber  the  colony  continuea  a  part  of  the  com> 
ownwealtb  tl  wu  set  out  from,  or  else  is  obliged 
to  p«j  a  dutiful  regtrd  to  the  mother  common- 
vcalth,  and  to  be  in  readincit   to  defend  and 


vindiettc  ita  honor,  and  ao  ii  united  by  a  aort  of 
unei|ual  confederacy;  or,  laitly,  ia  erected  into  a 
9cpiratE  commonwealth,  and  asaumca  the  lame 
Hgtils  \rith  the  state  it  descended  from."  And 
kin^  TullitiB,  aa  quoted  by  the  same  learned  Mitbor 
from  Grotius,  aay*,  "we  look  upon  it  to  be  neither 
truth  nor  jnitiee,  tbat  mother  ciliea  ought,  of 
xj,  and  by  the  law  of  nature,  to  rale  orer 

ezeeltency  baa  roiainterpreted  what  we 
have  a*?d,  "that  no  country,  by  the  common  law, 
MS  suhjeet  to  the  laws  or  the  parliament,  but  the 
ealm  of  England;"  and  an  pleased  to  tell  lu, 
■that  we  bare  expressed  oursalvea  iocautioualy." 
We  beg  leave  to  recite  the  worda  of  the  j'idgea 
if  Kiiglsnd,  in  the  befbrementioned  case,  to  our 
purpose,  "ifa  kinggooulof  England  with  acorn* 
[mny  a(  bis  aervanlg,  allegiance  remaineth  among 
lis  suLiJeets  and  aerranti,  although  he  be  out  of 
lis  realm,  whereto  his  laws  are  oonfined."  We 
lid  not  mean  to  aay,  aa  your  escelleney  would  aup- 
lose,  that  "the  common  law  preicnbes  limita  to 
he  extent  of  the  legialative  power,"  though  wt 
ihall  always  afftnn  it  to  be  true,  of  the  law  of  rca. 
ion  and  natural  equity.  Your  excellency  tblnkn 
you  have  made  it  appear,  that  the  "colony  of 
.Massac huiett a- Ray  ia  balden  aa  feudatory  of  the 
iperial  crown  of  England)"  and,  therefore,  you 
y,  "10  uae  the  words  of  a  very  great  authority  in 
cifiF,  in  some  respect*  analogotu  to  ii,"  faeinf 
feuJaiory,  it  neceiaarilj  (ollowa  that  "it  it  under 
government  of  the  king**  laws."  Your  excel- 
fnny  haa  not  named  thia  authoriiy;  but  we  coa- 
leive  his  meaning  muat  be,  that,  being  feudatory, 
t  is  under  the  government  of  the  fciog'a  laws 
ibsoluiely;  for,  as  «e  have  before  said,  the  feudal 
lyatem  admit*  of  no  idea  of  the  authority  of  pa^ 
iamenti  and  thia  would  have  been  the  caae  of  tba 
colony,  but  for  the  compact  with  the  king  in  tba 


Voar  exeelleney*ayi,  that  "petvoni  thus  holding 
ider  the  crown  of  England,  remain  or  become 
subjects  of  England,"  by  which,  we  suppose  yotir 
excellency  to  mean,  subjeot  to  the  supreme  au* 
Lhority  of  parliament,  "to  allintcni*  and  purposes, 
la  fully  aa  if  any  of  the  royal  manors,  kc.  withia 
he  realm,  bad  been  granted  to  them  upon  the 
ike  tenure."  We  apprehend,  with  aubmiaaion, 
our  excellency  i*  miataken  in  lupposing  that  our 
illcgiaoce  i*  due  to  the  crown  of  England.  Every 
nan  sweara  allegiance  for  himself,  to  hii  own  king, 
n  bia  naioral  per*oa.  "Every  eubject  ia  preiumed 
by  law  to  be  awom  to  Iha  Ung,  whiob  i*  to  Idft 
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iMtunI  perNn,"  »»,y  lord  Cok^-£ep.  on  C«1tui'i 
eve.  "Hlietll^Mnceuduc  tofaii^turalbodyj" 
■nd,  b*  Mjri,  "in  the  reign  of  Edvud  It.  tbr 
Speacen,  the  fuUtt  ud  the  ion,  to  oover  the 
treawn  batched  in  their  beu^,  invented  thii 
damnable  and  damned  opinion,  that  homage  and 
oath  of  allegiance  waa  mar*  by  reaton  of  the  king's 
CIWD,  thatia,  of  liii  politic  capacity,  than  bf  rea- 
■on  of  the  peraon  of  the  king;  upon  which  opinion 
they  infiUTCd  execrable  and  deteatable  conie- 
quen.a."  The  judges  of  Eogland,  all  but  one,  in 
Ibe  eate  of  the  unioa  between  Scotland  and  Eng- 
land, declared  that  "allegiance  felloweth  the  na- 
tural pcTton,  not  the  politic^"  and,  "to  prore  the 
Allegiance  la  be  tied  to  the  body  natural  of  the 
king,  and  not  to  the  body  politic,  the  lord  Coke 
cited  the  phraaea  of  divcn  itatutN,  nealioning 
our  natural  liege  toveretgn."  If,  then,  the  homage 
and  allegUnee  ia  not  to  the  body  politic  of  the 
king,  tYfn  it  ia  not  to  him  ai  the  bead,  or  any  part 
of  that  l^alative  authority,  which  your  excellency 
•aja  "ii  equally  eitenaiTc  with  the  aathwity  of 
the  crown  throughout  every  part  of  the  dominioD;" 
•nd  your  ezceUenc/a  obaervition*  thereupon  muat 
fail.  The  aane  Judges  mention  the  allegiance  of 
a  aubjtct  to  the  kinga  of  England,  who  is  out  of 
the  rcBcband  extent  of  tbelawaofEngland,  which 


ia  not  lo  be  taxed  in  the  other,  bccauae  lawa  oedaia 
tasee,  inporitiona,  and  ehargea,  »a  a  dMcipliK  of 
•ubjection,  partiealariied  to  every  particular  na> 
tton."  Nothing,  we  think,  can  be  more  clear  t* 
our  porpoae  than  thia  dcciaion  of  judge*,  pethap* 
a«  leamed  aa  ever  Mlomed  the  Engliah  nation,  or 
in  favor  of  America,  in  ber  preaent  cootroveray  wilk 
the  mother  ttatc. 

Vour  excellency  aaya  that,  by  "onr  not  dii- 
tinguishing  between  the  crown  of  England  and 
the  kinga  and  queeni  ofEngland,  in  their  peraonal 
or  natural  capacitiei,  we  have  been  led  mto  a 
fundamental  error."  Upon  thi*  very  dUtinetieo 
we  have  availed  ounelvei.  We  have  laid,  that 
our  anceatori  canaidered  the  land,  which  they 
look  posaeiiion  of  in  America,  aa  out  of  the  bound*  . 
of  the  kingdom  of  England,  and  out  of  the  reae^ 
and  extent  of  the  laws  of  England^  and  that  tbt 
king  aliO,  even  in  the  act  of  granting  the  charter, 
coni'idered  the  territory  aa  not  within  the  realint 
that  the  king  bad  an  absolute  rigtit  in  hinielf  te 
dispoae  of  the  lapda,  and  that  thii  waa  not  diaputed 
by  the  nationi  nor  could  the  landl,  on  any  Mdid 
grouoda,  be  claimed  by  the  nation;  and,  thereibrt, 
OUT  ancestors  received  the  landi,  by  graBt,  froia 
(lie  king)  and,  at  the  aame  time,  compacted  with 
it  perfectly  reconeileable  with  the  principles  ot''"''"' *""* ''"'"""^''''"'"''"'^""''■"'S^*"'^''*' 
our »ncettor.,quoied  before fromyour excellency's""  ""  P""'*  ""■  •"•"*'=' ''"'  """"^  "pwiiy  onlj. 
history,  but,  upon  your  eieeUency's  principlea  ap  1*^  '"■  ''*  ^"^*""*  **"  "*  "*  """  '""'  '^^  ^'"*  *^ 
peara  to  us  W  be  absurdity.  The  judges,  speak  ing'^"'"^  '  *'"''  '°  **"'*  ~""*''>  '"  '"''  """"^  Mpachj, 
of  a  subject,  «y,  "alihough  hU  birth  waa  out  ^jt-iorsepwate  from  his  rel.lion  lo  Ins  subjecti,  which 
the  bounds  of  the  kingdom  of  EngUnd,  and  om  of  i ""  <">"f«'^  J*'  "<  conceive  it  will  be  equally 
the  reach  and  extent  of  the  laws  of  England,  yei  '  '^^^"^^^  '"''  y""'  excellency  to  show  how  the  body 
iTHwere  within  the  allegiance  of  the  king  of  ling'  '""'^  *"*  ""'°"  "f^  ^'S'""!  'equired  it.  O^r 
l«iid,ke.  Normandy,  AqulUin,GaBcoIgn,  and  oilier '"*'•*''"  luppoiad  it  waa  acquired  by  ndthtr; 
placea,  withm  the  limiu  of  France,  and,  conse-  *"^'  ""««*<"■*'  ^'J  AtOueA,  aa  we  have  before 
quoted  from  your  history,  that,  saving  their  actual 
purchase  from  the  natives  of  the  soil,  the  dominion, 
the  lordship,  and  lovereignty,  they  had,  intheaight 
of  God  and  man,  no  right  and  title  lo  what  they 
I,  in  natural  rea- 
'bo  bold  estates 


quently,  out  of  the  realm  or  bounds  of  the  kingdom 
of  EngUnd,  were  in  aubjection  to  the  kinga  of  Eng- 
land." And  the  Judges  aay,  •■Jlex  et  Btgnum,  be 
not  so  relativea,  aa  a  king  can  be  king  but  of  one 
kingdmn,  which  cleariy  boldeth  not,  bat  that  bis  '«•«"'"'■    "»'  ""^l"  ='' 


kmgly  power  eitoodingto  diverautimt  and  king- 
doms, all  owe  him  equal  subjection,  and  are  equally 
bom  to  thebeneGt  of  bia  protection!  and  although 
be  is  to  govern  them  by  their  distinct  laws,  yei 
any  one  of  the  people  coming  into  the  other,  n 
lo  have  the  benefit  of  the  laws,  wheresoever'  he 
eometh."  So  they  are  not  to  be  deemed  aliens, 
u   your  excellency  in  your  speech  aupposee,  in 

•nyofihedorainioBS,  all  which  BCoorda  with  Ibei''"'?' ""-"i"!,.    ,  ,.  ..      >  r 

.^._-»i..  .       t  ,.  '"^'easily  misled."    It  mav  be  gathered  from  your 

principles  our  ancestors  held.    "And  heia  to  he.rl  .    ,        .  .     ,  .     .  -       . 

th.  )....j_  -.r.  «■.!.      1  '  I  own  declaration,  and  other  authorities,  hi 

the  burden  oitaxesof  the  place  where  beeomptii 

h..t  i;-;n- ;- -  ,     "  r":""'"'"'*""'*'i''luionymonB  pamphlet,  that  the  houje  of 

but  kvuiff  m  ««,  or  foi  bu  livelUiood  in  one.  he' .    t  ■  .   ..    i.-    .    ..    ■         j 

"  iu  WW,  oe-tg^  exceptWD,  not  at  the  kmt  s  bftnng  nude  « 


and  equity,  must  our  title  be, 
dearly  purcfaued  at  the  expense  of  our  own,  at  well 
as  our  ancestors  labor,  and  defended  by  them  with 
treasure  and  blood. 


Tour  excellency  has  been  pleased  to  conGnB, 
rather  than  deny  or  confute,  a  piece  of  hittorr, 
whicb,  you  say,  we  took  from  tn  anonymous  pam- 
phlet, and  by  which  you  '■fear  we  have  been  too 
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ilMolute  gnnt  of  the  territoiy,  but  at  the  cUini 
Df  4m  exdoaWe  right  to  the  fishery  on  the  banks 
ind  tea  coast,  by  virtue  of  the  f>atent.  At  this 
fon  say  *'the  house  of  commoni  was  alarmed,  and 
I  bill  was  brought  in  for  allowing  a  free  fishery.** 
hnd,  upon  this  occasion,  your  excellency  allows 
:bat  ''one  of  the  secretaries  of  state  declared,  that 
Lhe  plantations  were  not  annexed  to  the  crown, 
ind  so  were  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  parlia- 
ment.'* If  we  should  concede  to  what  your  excel- 
lency supposes  might  possibly,  or,  ^'perhaps,'*  be 
the  case,  that  the  secretary  made  this  declaration 
^Hm  his  own  opinion,"  the  erent  showed  tliat  it 
vas  the  opinion  of  the  king  too;  for  it  is  not  to  be 
ftceounted  for  upon  any  other  principle,  that  he 
VDuid  have  denied  his  royal  assent  te  a  bill,  formed 
for  no  other  purpose,  but  to  grant  his  subjects 
in  England  the  privilege  of  fishing  on  the  sea 
BoaeSa  In  America.  The  account  published  by  sir 
PenSnando  Gorges  himself,  of  the  proceedings  of 


may  be  said  to  be  repugnant  to  a  law  made  in 
Great  Britain,  when  it  flatly  contradiota  it,  so  far 
as  the  law  made  there  mentions  and  relates  to 
the  plantationa.**  This  is  plain  and  obvious  to  com- 
mon sense,  and,  therefore,  cannot  be  denied.  But, 
if  your  excellency  would  read  a  page  or  two  fur- 
ther, in  that  excellent  defence,  you  will  see  that 
he  mentions  this  as  the  sense  of  the  phraae,  as 
taken  from  an  act  of  parliament,  rather  than  as 
the  sense  he  would  choose  himself  to  put  upon  it; 
and  he  expressly  dcaigns  to  sh«w,  in  vindication  of 
the  charter,  that,  in  that  sense  of  the  words,  there 
never  was  a  law  made  in  the  plantationa  repugnant 
to  the  laws  of  Great  Britain.  He  gives  another 
construction,  much  more  likely  to  be  the  true  intent 
of  the  words,  namely,  "that  the  patentees  shall  not 
presume,  under  color  of  their  particular  charters, 
to  make  any  laws  inconsistent  with  the  great  char- 
ter, and  other  laws  of  England,  by  which  the  live^, 
libertiea,  and  properties  of  Englishmen  are  secur- 


pariiamenton  thiaoccasion,  your  excellency  thinks  «!••*    This  is  the  sense  in  which  our  ancestom 
vill  remove  all  doubt  of  the  aenae  of  the  nation,  understood  the  words;  and,  therefore,  they  are 


ind  of  the  patentees  of  this  patent  or  charter,  in 
1630.  ^This  narrative,'*  you  say,  ''has  all  the  ap- 
[letrance  of  truth  and  sincerity,**  which  we  do  not 
leny;  and,  to  us,  it  carries  this  conviction  with  it, 
that  **what  was  objected**  in  parliament,  was  the 
exclnsive  claim  of  fishing  only.  His  imagining  that 
lehad  aatisfied  the  house,  aAer  divers  attendances, 
tbnt  the  planting  a  colony  was  of  much  more  con- 
lequencc  than  a  simple  disorderly  course  of  fish- 
ng,  ia  sufllcieot  for  our  conviction.  We  know 
that  the  nation  was  at  that  time  alarmed  with 
ipprchenaiona  of  monopolies;  and,  if  the  patent  of 
(few  England  was  presented  by  the  two  houses  as 
I  grievance,  it  did  not  show,  as  your  excellency 
mpposea,  **the  sense  they  then  had  of  their  an- 
dmrity  over  thia  new  acquired  territory,**  but  only 
tfa^  tenae  of  the  grievance  of  a  monopoly  of  the 


We  are  happy  to  hear  your  excellency  say,  that 
'oor  remarks  upon,  and  construction  of  the  words, 
Mit  repugnant  to  the  lawa  of  England,  are  much 
be  tame  with  those  of  the  council.'*  It  serves  to 
ionfirm  us  in  our  opinion,  in  what  we  take  to  be 
Jie  most  important  matter  of  difference  between 
POUT  excellency  and  the  two  houses:  After  saying, 
hat  the  sUtute  of  7th  and  8th  of  William  and 
tfary  favors  the  construction  of  the  words,  as 
ntending  such  laws  of  England  as  are  made  more 
mmediately  to  respect  us,  you  tell  us,  that  <*the 
)rovinee  agent,  Mr.  Dummer,  in  his  much  applaud- 
td  defence,  says  that  then  a  law  of  the  plantations 


unwilling  to  conform  to  the  acts  of  trad^  and 
disregarded  them  till  they  made  provision  to  give 
them  force  in  the  colony,  by  a  law  of  their  own; 
saying,  that  "the  laws  of  England  did  not  reach 
America;  and  those  acts  were  an  invasion  of  their 
rights,  liberties,  and  propertiea,**  beoanse  they 
were  not  ^'represented  in  parliament.**  The  right 
of  being  governed  by  lawa,  which  were  made  by 
peraons  in  whose  election  they  had  a  voice,  they 
looked  upon  as  the  foundation  of  Bnglbh  libertiea. 
By  the  compact  with  the  king,  in  the  charter,  they 
were  to  be  as  free  in  America  aa  they  would  bavn 
been  if  they  had  remained  within  the  realm;  and, 
therefore,  they  freely  asserted  that  they  **were  to 
be  governed  by  laws  made  by  themselves,  and  by 
officers  chosen  by  themselves."  Mr.  Dammer  saya, 
**it  seems  reasonable  enough  to  think  that  the 
crown,**  and,  he  might  have  added,  our  ancestors, 
•'intended  by  this  injunction  to  provide  for  all  its 
subjects,  that  they  might  not  be  oppreaaed  by 
arbitrary  power;  but,  being  still  subjecta,  they 
abould  be  protected  by  the  same  mild  laws,  and 
enjoy  the  aame  happy  government,  as  if  they  con* 
tinned  within  the  realm**  And,  considering  the 
words  of  the  charter  in  this  light,  he  looka  upon 
them  as  designed  to  be  a  fence  against  oppression 
and  despotic  power.  But  the  construction  which 
your  excellency  puts  upon  the  words,  reduces  us 
to  a  state  of  vassalage,  and  expoaes  ua  to  oppres- 
sion and  despotic  power,  whenever  a  parliament 
shall  see  fit  to  make  laws  for  that  purpose,  and  puf 
them  in  execution. 
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We  flatter  ourseWes  that,  from  the  large  extracts 
we  have  made  from  your  excellenc/s  history  of 
the  colony,  it  appeara  evidently  thtt,  under  hoth 
charters,  it  bath  been  the  tense  of  the  people  and 
of  the  government,  that  they  were  not  under  the 
juHsdiction  of  parliament.  We  pray  you  again  to 
turn  to  those  quotations,  and  our  observations  up* 
on  them;  and  we  wish  to  have  your  eicellency'B 
judicious  remarks.  When  we  adduced  that  his- 
tory, to  prove  that  the  sentiments  of  private  per- 
sons of  influence,  fbur  or  five  years  after  the 
restoration,  were  very  different  ftrom  what  your 
excellency  apprehended  them  to  be,  when  you 
delivered  your  speech,  you  seem  to  concede  to  it, 
by  telling  us,  "it  was,  as  you  take  it,  fl'om  the  prin- 
ciples imbibed  in  those  tiroes  of  anarchy,  (preced- 
ing the  restoration,)  that  they  disputed  the  au- 
thority of  parliamenti**  but,  you  add,  "the  govern- 
ment would  not  venture  to  dispute  it**  We  find, 
in  the  same  history,  a  quotation  from  a  letter  of 
Mr.  Stoughton,  dated  seventeen  years  after  the 
restoration^  mentioning  *<the  country's  not  taking 
notice  of  the  acts  of  navigation,  to  observe  them." 
And  it  was,  as  we  take  it,  after  that  time  that  the 
government  declared,  in  a  letter  to  their  agents, 
that  they  bad  not  submitted  to  them;  and  they 
ventured  to  **dispute"  the  jurisdiction,  Mserting 
that  they  apprehended  the  «cts  to  be  an  invasion 
of  the  rights,  liberties,  and  properties  of  the  sub- 
jects of  his  majesty  in  the  colony,  they  not  being 
repreiiented  in  parliament,  and  that  'Hhe  laws  of 
England  did  not  reach  America."  It  very  little 
avails  in  proof,  that  they  conceded  to  the  supreme 
authority  of  parliament,  their  telling  the  commis- 
sioners, **that  the  act  of  navigation  had  fbr  aome 
years  before  been  observed  here;  that  they  knew 
not  of  its  being  greatly  violated;  and  that  such 
laws  as  appeared  to  be  against  it,  were  repealed." 
It  may  as  truly  be  said  now,  that  the  revenue  acts 
are  observed  by  some  of  the  people  of  this  pro- 
vince; but  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  government 
and  people  of  this  province  have  conceded  that 
the  parliament  had  authority  to  make  such  acts 
to  be  observed  here.  Neither  does  their  declara- 
tion to  the  commissioners,  that  suob  laws  as  ap 
peared  to  be  against  the  act  of  navigation,  were 
repealed,  prove  their  concession  of  the  authority  of 
parliament,  by  any  means,  so  much  as  their  making 
provision  for  giving  force  to  an  act  of  parliament 
within  this  province,  by  a  deliberate  and  solemn 
act  or  law  of  their  own,  proves  the  contrary. 

You  tell  us,  that  **the  government,  fbur  or  five 
years  before  the  charter  was  vacated*  more  ex. 


nlicitly,"  that  is,  than  by  a  eonversatioo  vitb  the 
commissioners,  "^acknowledged  the  authority  of 
parliament,  and  voted  that  their  governor  shoold 
take  the  oath  required  of  him,  ftithfully  to  do  end 
perform  all  matters  and  things  enjoined  him  by 
the  acts  of  trade.**  But  does  this,  may  it  pleve 
your  excellency,  show  their  explicit  acknowledge 
ment  of  the  authority  of  parliament?  Does  it  not 
rather  show  directly  the  contrary?  For,  what 
could  there  be  for  their  vote,  or  autherity,  to  re> 
quire  him  to  take  the  oath  already  required  of 
him  by  the  act  of  parliament,  unless  both  he  and 
they,  judged  that  an  act  of  parliament  was  not  of 
force  sufficient  to  bind  him  to  take  soch  oatli?— 
We  do  not  deny,  but,  on  the  contrary,  are  fully 
persuaded,  that  your  excellency's  principles  in  go- 
vernments are  still  of  the  same  with  what  tiiey  ap- 
pear to  be  in  the  history;  for  you  there  say,  that 
'Hhe  passing  this  law,  plainly  shows  the  wrong 
sense  they  had  of  the  relation  they  stood  unto  Bngi> 
land.'*  But  we  are  from  hence  convinced^  that 
your  excellency,  when  you  wrote  the  histoiy,  was 
of  our  mind  in  this  respect,  that  our  ancestors,  in 
passing  the  law,  discovered  their  opinion,  that  thqr 
were  without  the  jurisdiction  of  parliament}  fbr  it 
was  upon  this  principle  alone,  they  ahewed  the 
wrong  sense  they  had,  in  your  excellency's  opintoo, 
of  the  rdation  they  stood  unto  England. 

Your  excellency,  in  your  second  speech,  conde* 
scends  to  point  out  to  us  the  acts  and  doings  of 
the  general  assembly,  which  relates  to  acts  of  par- 
liament, which,  you  think,  "demonstrates  that  they 
have  been  acknowledged  by  the  assembly,  or  suh- 
mittcd  to  by  the  people  "  neither  of  which,  in  our 
opinion,  shows  that  it  was  the  sense  of  the  nation, 
and  our  predecessors,  when  they  first  took  posses* 
sion  of  this  plantation,  or  colony,  by  a  grant  and 
charter  from  the  crown,  that  they  were  to  remain 
subject  to  the  supreme  authority  of  the  English 
parliament. 

Your  excellency  seems  chiefly  to  rely  upon  our 
ancestors,  after  the  revolution,  ''proclaiming  king 
William  and  queen  Mary,  in  the  room  of  king 
James,"  and  taking  the  oaths  to  them,  "the  altera- 
tion of  the  form  of  oaths,  f^om  time  to  time,"  and 
finally,  "the  establishment  of  the  form,  which 
every  one  of  us  has  complied  with,  ss  the  charter, 
in  express  terms,  requires  and  makes  our  duty.** 
We  do  not  know  that  it  has  ever  been  a  point  tn 
dispute,  whether  tlie  kings  of  England  were  ipn 
facto  kings  in,  and  over,  this  colony,  or  province. 
The  compact  was  made  between  king  Charles 
the  L  his  hdra  and  sucessors,  and  the  go?cmog 


PRINCIPLE^  AND  AC5TB  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


29S 


^d  company,  their  heirs  and  tueceasora.  It  ia 
easy,  upon  this  principle,  to  account  for  the  ae- 
koowledgroent  of,  and  submiasion  to,  king  Williani 
and  qiieen  Mary,  aa  succeaaora  of -Charles  the  L  in 
the  room  of  king  James;  beaides,  it  ia  to  he  con- 
aidered,  that  the  people  in  the  colony,  aa  well  aa 
in  England,  had  sufTrred  under  the  tyrant  James, 
Vy  which  ha  had  alike  forfeited  his  right  to  reign 
orer  both.  There  had  been  a  re?olution  here,  as 
well  aa  in  England.  The  eyes  of  the  people  here 
were  upon  William  and  Mary;  and  the  news  of 
their  being  proclaimed  in  Englsnd  waa,  aa  your 
excellency's  history  tells  us,  **the  most  joyful  news 
erer  received  in  New  England."  And,  if  they 
were  not  proclaimed  here,  **by  virtue  of  an  act  of 
the  colony,**  it  waa,  aa  we  think  may  be  concluded 
from  the  tenor  of  your  history,  with  the  general  or 
universal  conaent  of  the  people,  aa  apparently  aa 
if  ''aooh  act  had  passed."  It  ia  conaent  alone  that 
aakea  any  human  lawa  binding}  and,  aa  a  learned 
author  obsarvea,  a  purely  voluntary  submission  to 
•n  act,  becauae  it  is  highly  in  our  fiivor  and  for  our 
benefit,  ia  in  all  equity  and  justice,  to  be  deemed 
u  not  at  all  proceeding  from  the  right  we  include 
in  the  legblators*  that  they  thereby  obtain  ixi  au- 
thority over  us,  and  that  ever  hereafter,  we  must 
obey  them  of  duty.  We  would  observe,  that  one 
€f  the  firat  acta  of  the  general  assembly  of  this 
province,  since  the  present  charter,  waa  an  act 
requiring  the  taking  the  oaths  mentioned  in  an  act 
4if  parliament,  to  which  you  refer  us.  For  what 
purpose  was  this  act  of  the  asaembly  passed,  if  it 
wuthe  sense  of  the  legislators  that  the  act  of  par- 
liaacnt  waa  in  force  in  the  province?  And,  at  the 
nme  time,  another  act  waa  made  for  the  eatablish- 
nciit  of  other  oaths  necessary  to  be  taken,  both 
which  acta  have  the  royal  sanction,  and  are  now 
fai  force.  Tour  excellency  says,  that  when  the 
colony  applied  to  king  William  for  a  second  char- 
ter, they  knew  the  oath  the  king  had  taken,  which 
wia  to  govern  them  according  to  the  statutes  in  par- 
lianeDt,  and  (which  your  excellency  here  omits,) 
the  lawa  and  customs  of  the  same.  By  tlie  la«s 
iind  customs  of  parliament,  the  people  of  England 
ftecly  debate  and  conaent  to  such  statutes  as  are 
Bade  by  themselves,  or  their  chosen  represents- 
tirea.  This  is  a  law,  or  custom,  which  all  man- 
kind  nay  justly  challenge  as  their  inherent  right. 
According  to  this  law,  the  king  hss  an  undoubted 
flight  to  govern  us.  Tour  excelltncy,  upon  recol- 
Itction,  aurely  will  not  infer  from  hence,  that  it 
waa  the  aense  of  our  predecessors  that  there  waa 
to  reiMin  a  aupremacy  in  the  English  parliament, 
^a  fiilt  pover  aod  authority  to  make  lawa  binding 


upon  us,  in  all  esaea  whatever,  in  that  parliament, 
where  we  cannot  debate  and  deliberate  upon  the 
necessity  or  expediency  of  any  law,  and,  conse- 
quently, without  our  consent;  and,  as  it  may  proba* 
bly  happen,  deatructive  of  the  first  law  of  aociety, 
the  good  of  the  whole.  Tou  tell  ua  that,  "after 
the  assumption  of  all  the  powers  of  government,  by 
virtue  of  the  new  charter,  an  act  passed  for  the 
reviving,  for  a  limited  time,  all  the  local  laws  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  Plymouth,  re- 
spectively,  not  repugnant  to  the  lawa  of  Englsnd. 
And,  at  the  same  session,  an  act  passed  establish- 
ing naval  officers,  that  all  undUe  trading,  con. 
trary  to  an  act  of  parliament,  may  be  prevented." 
Among  the  acts  that  were  then  revived,  we  may 
reaaonably  auppose  waa  that,  whereby  provision 
was  made  to  give  force  to  thia  act  of  parliament 
in  the  province.  The  establishment,  therefore,  of 
the  naval  officers,  waa  to  aid  the  execution  of  an 
act  of  parliament,  for  the  obaervance  of  which* 
within  the  colony,  the  assembly  had  before  made 
proviaion,  after  free  debatea,  witli  their  own  con- 
sent, and  by  their  own  act 

The  act  of  parliament,  passed  in  1741,  for  putting 
an  end  to  several  unwarrantable  achemes,  mention- 
ed by  your  excellency,  was  designed  fbr  the  general 
good;  and,  if  the  validity  of  it  waa  not  disputed, 
it  cannot  be  urged  aa  a  conces-Jon  of  the  aupreme 
authority,  to  make  laws  binding  on  im  in  all  cases 
whatever.  Bat,  if  the  design  of  it  waa  for  the  ge- 
neral benefit  of  the  province,  it  waa,  in  one  respect, 
at  least  greatly  complained  of  by  the  penons  more 
immediately  affected  by  it;  and  to  remedy  the  in- 
convenience, the  legislature  of  this  province  passed 
an  act,  directly  militating  with  it;  wliich  is  the 
atrongest  evidence  that,  although  they  may  have 
aubmitted,  itib  MlentU,  to  some  acta  of  parliament, 
that  they  conceived  might  operate  for  their  bene- 
fit, they  did  not  conceive  themselves  bound  by  any 
of  ita  acta  which,  they  judged,  would  operate  to 
the  injury  even  of  individusls. 

Totn*  excellency  has  not  thought  proper  to  at- 
tempt to  confute  the  reasoning  of  a  learned  writer 
on  the  lawa  of  nature  and  nations,  quoted  by* us, 
on  tills  occason,  to  shew  that  the  authority  of  the 
legislature  does  not  extend  so  fiu*  aa  the  funds- 
mentala  of  the  conatxtution.  We  are  unhappy  in 
not  having  your  remarks  upon  the  reasoning  of 
that  great  man;  and,  until  it  is  confuted,  we  shall 
remain  of  the  opinion,  that  the  fundamentals  of  t!ie 
constitution  being  excepted  f^om  the  commission 
of  the  legislators,  none  of  the  acta  or  doings  of  the 
general  asaembly,  however  deliberate  and  solemn, 
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eould  ar&il  to  change  tliem,  if  the  people  have  not* 
in  very  czpresi  terms,  given  them  the  power  to  do 
it;  and  that,  moeh  leas  ovght  their  acts  and  doioga, 
lH>weTer  numerous,  which  barely  refer  to  acts  of 
parliament  made  expressly  to  relate  to  us,  to  be 
taken  as  an  acknowledgment  that  we  are  subject 
to  the  supreme  authority  of  parliament 

We  shall  sum  up  our  own  sentiments  in  the 
words  of  that  learned  writer,  Mr.  Hooker,  in  his 
ecclesiastical  policy,  as  quoted  by  Mr.  Locke, — 
**The  lawful  power  of  making  laws  to  command 
whole  political  societies  of  men^  belonging  so  pro- 
perly to  the  same  entire  societies,  that  for  any 
prince  or  potentate  of  what  kind  soever,  to  exer- 
cise the  same  of  himself,  and  not  from  expre«s 
commission,  immediately  and  personally  received 
from  God,  is  no  better  than  mere  tyranny.  Laws, 
therefore,  they  are  not,  which  public  approbation 
hath  not  made  so;  for  laws  human,  of  what  kind 
ioever,  are  available  by  consent.**  '*Since  men, 
naturally,  have  no  full  and  perfect  power  to  com- 
mand whole  politic  multitudes  of  men,  therefore, 
titterly  without  our  consent,  we  could  in  such  sort, 
be  at  no  man's  commandment  living.  And  to  be 
commanded,  we  do  not  consent,  when  that  society, 
whereof  we  be  a  party,  hath  at  any  time  befbr^ 
consented.*'  We  think  your  excellency  has  not 
proved,  either  that  the  colony  ia  a  part  of  the  politic 
90ciety  of  England,  or  that  it  haa  ever  consented 
that  the  parliament  of  England  or  Great  Britain, 
should  nuke  laws  binding  upon  us,  in  all  cases, 
whether  made  expressly  to  refer  to  us  or  not. 

We  cannat  help,  before  we  cdnclude,  expressing 
our  g^eat  concern,  that  your  excellency  has  thus 
repeatedly,  in  a  manner,  insisted  upon  our  free 
sentimentt  on  matters  of  so  delicate  a  nature  and 
weighty  importance.  The  question  appears  to  us 
to  be  no  other,  than  whether  we  are  the  subjects 
of  absolute  unlimited  power,  or  of  a  free  govern- 
ment, formed  on  the  principles  of  the  English  con 
stitution.  If  your  excellency's  doctrine  be  true, 
the  people  of  this  province  hold  their  lands  of  the 
eranvn  and  people  of  England;  and  their  lives,  liber- 
ties, and  properties,  are  at  their  disposal;  and  that, 
even  by  compact  and  their  own  consent,  they 
were  subject  to  the  king,  as  the  head  alterim populi 
of  another  people,  in  whose  legislature  they  have 
no  voice  or  interest.  They  are,  indeed,  said  to  have 
a  constitution  and  a  legislature  of  their  own;  but 
your  excellency  has  explained  it  into  a  mere  phan- 
tom; limited,  controled,  superseded,  and  nullified 
at  the  will  of  another.  Is  this  the  constitution 
which  so  charmed  our  ancestors,  that,  as  your  ex- 


cellency has  informed  us,  they  kept  a  day  of  solemn 
thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God  when  they  rce^ved 
it?  And  were  they  men  of  so  little  discernment, 
such  children  in  understanding,  as  to  please  tbem* 
selves  with  the  imagination,  that  they  were  blessed 
with  the  same  rights  and  liberties  which  natmal 
bom  subjects  in  England  enjoyed,  when,  at  the 
same  time,  they  bad  fully  consented  to  be  ruled 
and  ordered  by  a  legislature,  a  thousand  leagues 
distant  from  them,  which  cannot  be  supposed  to 
be  sufRciently  acquainted  with  their  circumataaccs^ 
if  concerned  for  thdr  interest,  and  in  which  they 
cannot  be  in  any  aense  represented? 

[The  committee  who  reported  the  above,  were 
Mr.  Gushing,  (the  speaker,)  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr. 
Hancock,  Mr.  Phillips,  major  Foster,  col.  Bowen^ 
Mr.  Hobeon,  coL  Thayer,  and  Mr.  Denny.] 

MAStAGBVSXTTS  BISOLimOVS.'— >Ofi  msitsfi  ofMt.  S^ 
Adamt,  th^fiUamng  reBoluHotiM  •mere  adapted^  110 
Is  4,  .May  28,  irrS. 

Whereas,  the  speaker  hath  comrnunicated  to  tbii 
house,  a  letter  firom  the  truly  respectable  house  oT 
Burgesses,  in  his  majesty's  ancient  colony  of  Yir- 
ginia,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  resolves  entered  intft 
by  them,  on  the  12th  of  March  last,  and  request- 
ing that  a  committee  of  this  house  may  be  appoint- 
ed to  communicate,  firom  time  to  time^  with  a  eor« 
responding  committee,  then  appointed  by  the  said 
house  of  Burgesses  in  Virginia: 

And,  whereas  this  house  is  fully  sensible  of  the 
necessity  and  importance  of  a  union  of  the  several 
colonies  in  America,  at  a  time  when  it  clearly  ap« 
pears,  that  the  rights  and  liberties  of  all  are  sys- 
tematically invaded;  in  order  that  the  joint  wisdom 
of  the  whole  may  be  employed  in  consulting  their 
common  safety: 

Heaohed,  That  this  house  have  a  very  gratefiil 
sense  of  the  obligations  they  are  under  to  the  house 
of  Burgesses,  in  Virginia,  for  the  vigilance,  firm- 
ness and  wisdom,  which  they  have  discovered,  at 
all  times,  in  support  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  American  colonies;  and  do  heartily  concur  with 
them  in  their  said  judicious  and  spirited  reaolvei« 

Renhed,  That  a  standing  committee  of  corres* 
pondence  and  enquiry  be  appointed,  to  consist  of 
fifteen  members,  any  eight  of  whom  to  be  a  quorumt 
whose  business  it  shall  be,  to  obtain  the  most  early 
and  authentic  intelligence  of  all  such  acta  and 
resolutions  of  the  British  parliament,  or  proceed- 
ings of  administrations  as  may  relate  to,  or  affect 
the  British  colonies  in  America,  and  to  keep  up 
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and  maintain,  a  correspondence  and  commiiniea- 
tioo  wilh  our  sister  ccdoniet,  retpecting  these  im* 
portant  considerations;  and  the  result  of  soch  their 
proceedings,  from  time  to  tim«,  to  lay  before  the 
house. 

Meshed,  That  it  be  an  instraetion  to  the  said 
committee,  that  they  do,  without  delay,  inform 
themselves  particularly  of  the  principles  and  au> 
tfaority,  on  which  was  constituted  a  court  of  en- 
quiry, held  in  Rhode  Island,  said  to  be  vested  with 
powers  to  transport  persons,  accused  of  offences 
committed  in  America,  to  places  beyond  the  seas 
to  be  tried.* 

jReMfved,  That  the  said  committee  be  Airther 
instructed  to  prepare  and  report  to  thb  house,  a 
draft  of  a  very  respectful  answer  to  the  letter, 
received  from  the  speaker  of  the  honorable  house 
of  Burgesses  of  Virginia,  and  another,  to  a  letter 
recemd  from  the  speaker  of  the  honorable  house 
4if  representatives,  of  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island; 
also,  a  circular  letter  to  the  speakers  of  the  several 
other  houses  of  assembly,  on  this  continent,  enclos- 
ing the  aforesaid  resolves,  imd  requesting  them  to 
by  the  same  before  their  respective  assemblies,  in 
confidence,  that  they  will  readily  and  cheerfully 
cotliply  with  the  wise  and  salutary  resolves  of  the 
house  of  Burgesses,  in  Virginia. 

[Tba  committee  of  correspondence,  chosen  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolves  aforesaid,  were  Mr. 
Gushing^,  (the  speaker,)  Mr.  S.  Adams,  hon.  John 
Hancock*  Mr.  William  Phillips,  captain  AVilliam 
Heath,  hon.  Joseph  Hawley,  James  Warren,  esq. 
R.  Derby,  jun.  esq.  Mr.  Elbridge  Gerry,  J.  Bowers, 
esq.  Jedediah  Foster,  esq.  Daniel  Leonard,  esq. 
captain  T.  Gardner,  capt.  Jonathan  Greenleaf,  and 
I.  Prcfcott,  esq.] 


by  parliament,  on  the  one  side,  and  by  the  generid 
assemblies  of  this  continent,  on  the  other,  greatly 
militates,  and  is  productive  of  this  unhappy  conten- 
tion, think  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  wel- 
fare of  both,  and  particularly  of  the  colonies,  that 
the  constitutional  powers  and  rights  of  each,  be 
enquired  into,- delineated  and  fully  ascertained. 

That  his  majesty's  subjects  of  America,  are 
entitled  to  the  same  rights  and  liberties  as  those 
of  Great  Britain,  and  that  these  ought,  in  justice, 
by  the  constitution,  to  bt  as  well  guaranteed  and 
secured,  to  the  one,  as  to  the  other,  are  too  ap- 
parent to  be  denied. 

It  is,  by  thb  house,  humbly  conceived,  to*  be 
likewise  undeniable,  that  the  authority  assimied, 
and  now  forcibly  exercised  by  parliament,  ovet 
the  colonies,  is  utterly  subversive  of  freedom  in 
the  latter;  and  that,  while  his  majesty's  loyal  sub- 
jects in  America  have  the  mortification,  daily,  to 
see  new  abridgements  of  their  rights  and  liberties, 
they  have  not  the  least  security  for  those  which 
at  present  remain.  Were  the  colonists  only  af- 
fected by  a  legislature,  subject  to  their  control, 
they  would,  even  then,  have  no  other  security  than 
belongs  to  them  by  the  laws  of  nature,  and  the 
English  constitution;  but  should  the  authority, 
now  claimed  by  parliament,  be  fully  supported  by 
power,  or  submitted  to  by  the  colonies,  it  appears 
to  this  house  that  there  will  be  an  end  to  liberty 
in  America;  and  that  the  colonists  will  then  change 
the  name  of  freemen  for  that  of  slaves; 

In  order  to  adjust  and  sei4le  these  important 
concerns,  the  free  and  magnanimous  Burgesses  of 
Virginia  have  proposed  a  method  for  uniting  the 
councils  of  its  sister  colonies;  and  it  appearing  to 
this  house  to  be  a  measure  very  wise  and  salutary, 
is  cheerfully  received  and  heartily  adopted. 


Letitr  from  the  haute  •/  repretentatitttf  addrened 

fa  the  Mpeakert  of  the  several  heuoet  ofattemhljff  en 

the  eentinent, 

BoBToa,  June  3,  1773. 

8rn— The  house  of  representatives,  of  this  pro- 
vince, being  earnestly  attentive  to  the  controversy 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  and  con- 
Mering  that  the  authority  claimed  and  exercised 


*In  consequence  of  burning  the  Gaspee,  a  British 
armed  vessel,  which  had  greatly  harassed  the 
navigation  of  Rhode  Island,  a  coiut  of  enquiry  was 
^ipfSnted,  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  to  be 
holden  at  Newport.  They  met  once  and  again, 
but  finally  dissolved,  without  doing  any  thing  im- 
portant. It  was  supposed  that  many  persons, 
ouapeeted  of  burning  the  Gaspee,  would  have  been 
aeot  to  England  for  trial. 


With  great  respect  for  your  honorable  assembly, 
and  in  confidence,  that  a  matter,  which  so  nearly 
affects  the  safety  of  each  colony,  will  be  assisted 
by  its  wise  councils,  permit  this  house  to  enclose 
a  copy  of  resolutions,  lately  entered  into  here,  and 
to  request  you  to  communicato  the  same  at  a  con- 
venient opportunity. 

THOMAS  GUSHING,  ^eaker. 

[June  2, 1773,  the  galleries  having  been  cleared, 
oy  a  vote  of  the  house,  Mr.  S.  Adams  observed, 
**that  he  perceived  the  q^nds  of  the  people  were 
much  agitated  by  a  report,  that  letters  of  an  ex- 
traordinary nature  had  been  written  and  sent  to 
England,  greatly  to  Uie  prejudice  of  this  province; 
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that  b«  luid  obtained  certain  Icttcrif  witlkdiffcrent,been  made  bj  all  hit  gorernon^  ever  ainoe  iti  finit 


aignaturei»  with  the  conaent  of  tfie  gestlettan^ 
from  whom  he  received  tiiesg  that  they  ahoiild 
be  read  in  the  house,  nnder  certain  rettrictiont» 
namely,  that  the  said  lettera  be  neither  printed  nor 
copied,  in  whole,  or  in  part,**— and  he  accordingly 
oiTered  them  for  the  consideration  of  the  house. 


katf 


pubUeation,  make  it  proper  for  ae  to  «oi 
the  order  to  both  houaea. 


I  am  required  to  rignify  to  ytm  his  maj^y'f 
diatpprobation  of  the  appointment  of  committees 
of  correspondence,  in  Tarious  instances,  which  sH 
and  act,  during  the  recess  of  the  general  court,  b/ 


A  Tote  then  paased,  that  the  letters  be  read;  and 

they  were  read  accordingly:  being  signed,  Tbomaa  prorogation. 

Hutchinson,  Andrew  Oliver,  Charles  Pazton,  Bo* 

bert  Auchmuty,  &c.  The  whole  house  was  then^^n^cT  raox  t«e  Aiswim  or  tm  bovsb  or  ai* 


T.  HUTCHIKSOX. 


resolved  mto  a  committee,  to  take  said  letters 
into  consideration,  and  the  house  adjourned  to  the 
afternoon.  Mr.  Hancock,  from  the  committee  of 
the  whole  house,  reported,  that  the  committee 
were  of  opinion,  the  tendency  and  design  of  the 
faid  letters  was  to  overthrow  the  constitution  of 
this  government,  and  to  introduce  arbitrary  power 
into  the  province,  and  the  report  waa  accepted, 
101  to  5.  A  committee  of  nine  was,  thereupon, 
chosen,  to  consider  what  was  proper  to  be  done,  in 
reference  to  the  letters  aforesaid;  and  the  speaker, 
(Mr.  Gushing,)  Mr.  Admas,  Mr.  Hadcock,  Mr.  Gor 
ham,  Mr.  Pickering,  maj.  Hawley,  col.  Warren,  Mr. 
Payne  and  major  Poster,  were  chosen.] 

xxraACT  VBOM  TBB  oovbbbob's  mssaea  to  tbb  two 

BOUSBS,  JABVABT  2^  1774. 

Gentlemen  ofiKe  cotmcii,  and 

Oenilemen  of  the  heute  of  reprtienttuivet. 
The  judicial  proceedings  of  the  governor  and 
council,  as  the  supreme  court  of  Probate,  and  as 
the  court  for  determining  in  cases  of  marriage  and 
divorce,  having  been  impeded  in  many  inatances, 
where  the  opinion  of  the  governor  has  been  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  majority  of  councellors 
present,  the  governor  having  always  considered 
his  consent  as  necessary  to  every  judicial  act.  In 
the  year  1771,  I  stated  the  arguments,  as  well 
against  as  for  the  claim  of  the  governor;  and  his 
majesty  having  been  pleased  to  order  the  case  thus 
stated,  to  be  laid  before  the  lords  of  his  majesty's 
most  honorable  privy  council,  I  am  now  able  to 
inform  you,  that  it  has  been  signified  to  me,  to  be 
his  majesty's  pleasure,  that  1  do  acquiesce  in  the 
determination  of  the  majority  of  counsellors  pre- 
sent, voting  as  a  court  for  proving  wills  and  ad- 
ministration, and  deciding  controversies  concern- 
ing marriage  and  divorce,  although  1  should  differ 
in  opinion  from  that  majority.  This  order  more 
immediately  respects  the  council;  nevertheless, 
the  tender  regard  which  hia  majesty  has  shewn  for 
the  interest  and  convenience  of  his  subjects,  in  a 
construction  of  the  charter,  different  from  what  had 


PBESBHTATIVaS  TO  TBS  OOVSmHOB, 

February  5^  I77i. 
May  it  pleaee  your  exeeilency^ 

It  affords  great  satisfaction  to  this  house  to  fini, 
that  hia  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  put  an  end  to 
an  undue  claim,  heretofore  ipade  by  the  goveraon 
of  this  province,  grounded  upon  a  suppotitioa 
that  the  conaent  of  the  chair  waa  necessary  to  tli« 
validity  of  the  judicial  acts  of  the  governor  and 
council.    Whereby  their  proceedings,  when  sittiag 
aa  the  supreme  court  of  Probate,  and  aa  the  court 
for  determining  in  cases  of  marriage  and  divoreCi 
have  been  so  often  impeded.    The  royal  order, 
that  the  governor  shall  acquiesce  in  the  determina- 
tion of  the  majority  of  the  council,  respecu  not 
the  council  only,  but  the  body  of  the  people  of 
this  province.    And  his  majesty  baa  therein ahewed 
hia  regard  to  justice,  as  well  as  the  interest  and. 
convenience  of  bia  subjects,  in  rescuing  a  clause- 
in  the  charter  from  a  construction  wliich,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  house,  was  repugnant  to  the  express 
meaning  and  intent  of  the  charter,  inconaistent  with 
the  idea  of  a  court  of  justice,  and  daogcroua  to  the 
rights  and  property  of  the  subject. 


Your  excellency  is  pleased  to  inform  the  tiro 
houses,  that  you  are  required  to  signify  to  them 
his  majesty's  disapprobation  of  the  appointment 
of  committees  of  correspondence,  in  various  in- 
stances, which  sit  and  act,  during  the  receas  of  the 
general  court,  by  prorogation.  You  are  not  pleased 
to  explain  to  us  the  grounds  and  reasons  of  his 
majesty's  disapprobation:  until  we  shall  have  such 
explanation  laid  before  us,  a  full  answer  to  this 
part  of  your  speech  will  not  be  expected  from  us. 
We  cannot,  however,  omit  saying,  upon  this  ooca* 
sioT^  that  while  the  common  rights  of  the  Amen* 
can  subjects,  continue  to  be  attacked  in  various 
instances,  and  at  times  when  the  several  aasembliea 
are  not  sitting,  it  is  highly  necessary  that  they 
should  correspond  with  each  other,  in  order  to 
unite  in  the  most  effectual  means  for  the  obtaining 
a  redress  of  their  grievances.     And  m  the  sitting 
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of  the  general  assembliea  in  this,  and  most  of  the 
colonies,  depends  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  goTer- 
nor?,  who  hold  themselves  under  the  direction  of 
administration,  it  is  to  be  expected,  that  the  meet- 
ing  of  the  assemblies  will  be  so  ordered,  as  that 
th«  intention  proposed  by  a  correspondence  be- 
tween Uiem,  will  be  iropraclicable,  but  by  com- 
mittees, to  sit  and  act  in  the  recess.     We  would, 
moreover,  observe  that,  as  it  has  been  the  practice 
for  years  past  for  the  governor  and  lieutenant  go- 
vernor of  this  province,  and  other  officers  of  the 
crown,  at  all  times,  to  correspond  with  ministers 
of  state,  and  persons  of  distinction  and  influence 
in  the  nation,  in  order  to  concert  and  carry  on  sucb 
measures  of  the  British  administration,  as  have 
been  deemed  by  the  colonists  to  be  grievous  to 
them,  it  cannot  be  thought  unreasonable,  or  im- 
proper, for  the  colonists  to  correspond  with  their 
agents,  as  well  as  with  each  other,  to  the  end,  that 
their  grievances  may  be  so  explained  to  his  ma- 
jesty, as  that,  in  his  justice,  he  may  afTord  them 
necessary  relief.    As  this  province  has  heretofore 
felt  the  great  misfortune  of  the  displeasure  of  our 
■overeign,  by  means  of  misrepresentatiofis,  permit 
us  further  to  say,  there  is  room  to  apprehend  that 
bis  majesty  has,  in  this  instance,  been  misinformed; 
and  that  there  are  good  grounds  to  suspect,  that 
those  who  may  have  misinformed  him,  have  had  in 
meditation  further  measures  destructive  to  the  colo- 
nies, which  they  were  apprehensive  would  be  de- 
feated by  means  of  committees  of  correspondence, 
sitting  and  acting  in  the  recess  of  the  respective 
assemblies. 


It  mutt  be  pleasing  to  the  g^ood  people  of  this 
province,  to  find  that  the  heavy  debt  which  had 


shall,  tt  the  same  time,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  most 
effectttally  secure  the  tranquility  and  good  order 
of  the  government,  and  the  great  end  for  which  it 
was  instiittted,  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  peo* 
pie. 

[The  committee,  by  whom  the  foregoing  was 
reported,  were,  the  speaker,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr. 
Hancock,  col.  Warren,  col.  Thayer,  col.  Bowers, 
and  captain  Derby.] 

[Before  the.general  court  of  Massachusetts  se- 
parated, in  June,  1774,  they  elected  five  delegates, 
to  meet  such  as  should  be  chosen  by  the  other  colo- 
nies, to  convene  at  Philadelphia,  to  consider  the 
critical  and  alarming  situation  of  the  country.— 
They  met  in  September,  1774,  and  delegates  from 
all  the  other  provinces,  (except  Georgia,  which, 
however,  soon  afterwards  joined  the  confederacy,) 
convened  there,  at  th«t  period,  and  formed  the 
first  continental  congress.    The  following  gentle- 
men were  appointed  delegates:  Tnomas  Gushing, 
Samuel  Adams,  Robert  T.  Pjiine,  James  Boa'doin, 
and  John  Adams.  And  as  the  general  court  was  dis- 
solved, it  was  also  proposed  to  have  a  provincial 
congress,  or  meeting  of  deputies,  from  every  town 
in  this  state.    Deputies  were  accordingly  chosen, 
and  met  at  Salem,  October  7tb,  1774.    An  adjourn- 
ment was  immediately  voted,  to  Concorde    Joha 
Hancock,   was  chosen  president,   aad   Benjamin 
Lincoln,  secretary.     A  committee  was  appointed 
to  consider  the  state  of  the  province,  consisthig  of 
the  following  gentlemen,  viz.  the  president,  Joseph 
Hawley,  Dr.  Joseph  Warren,  Samuel  Dezler,  col. 
Wtfd,  cot.  Warren,  captain  Heath,  eo).  Lee,  Dr. 
Church,  Dr.  Hoi  tan,  Mr.  Gerry,  col.  Tying,  captain 


been  incurred  by  their  liberal  aids,  through  theh'ol>»n»on,  major  Foster,  and  Mr.  Gorham.    The 


course  of  the  late  war,  for  the  subduing  his  ma- 
jesty's inveterate  enemies,  and  extending  his  ter- 
ritory and  dominion  in  America,  is  so  nearly  dis- 
charged. Whenever  the  house  of  representatives 
shall  deem  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  provide  for 
any  future  charges,  it  will  be  done,  as  it  ought,  by 
such  ways  and  means  as,  after  due  deliberation,  to 
them  shall  seem  meet. 

In  the  mean  time,  this  house  will  employ  the 
powers  with  which  they  are  entrusted,  in  suport- 
ing  his  majesty's  just  authority  in  the  province, 
according  to  the  royal  charter,  and  in  despatching 
each  public  business  as  now  properly  lies  before 
us.  And,  while  we  pursue  such  raeasurea  as  tend, 
by  God's  blessing,  to  the  redress  of  grievances, 
and  to  the  restoration  and  establishment  of  the 
public  liberty,   wc  pcrsisilc  ourselves,  that  we 


day  following,  the  committee  reported  a  message 
to  governor  Gage,  which  was  accepted,  and  is  as 
follows:] 

xsssAes  vaox  tbx  paovnrciiK  coivoaESs,  siTrme  at 

voNGoan,  TO  bis  excklsbct  ooviaaoR  oiex. 
May  it  p!e<ue  jfsur  txctUency, 

The  delegates,  from  the  several  towns  in  the 
protince  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  convened  in  con- 
gress, beg  leave  to  address  you.  The  distressed 
and  miserable  state  of  the  province,  occasioned 
by  the  intolerable  grievances  and  oppressions  to 
which  the  people  are  subjected,  and  the  danger 
and  destruction  to  which  they  are  exposed,  of 
which  your  excellency  must  be  sensible,  and  the 
want  of  a  general  assembly,  have  rendered  it 
indispensably  necesssry  to  toUect  the  wiado^  ^^ 
the  province*  bv  xVitxt  ^?\^^%X»%» Vv  >\\>*  V3iwp«B% 
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to  concert  some  adeqiimte  remedy  for  {preventing 
impending  ruin,  and  providing  for  the  public  lafety. 

ft  is  with  the  utmost  concern  we  see  your  hostile 
prepirations,  which  hare  spread  such  alarm  through 
the  province  and  the  whole  continent,  as  threaten 
to  involve  us  in  all  the  confusion  and  horrors  of 
civil  war:  and,  while  we  contemplate  an  erent  so 
deeply  to  be  regretted  by  twtry  g^ood  man,  it  must 
occasion  the  surprise  and  astonishment  of  all  man- 
kind, that  such  measures  are  pursued,  against  a 
people,  whose  love  of  order,  attachment  to  Britain» 
and  loyalty  to  their  prince,  have  ever  been  truly 
exemplary.  Your  excellency  must  be  sensible,  that 
the  sole  end  of  government  is  the  protection  and 
security  of  the  people:  whenever,  therefore,  that 
power,  which  was  originally  Instituted  to  effect 
these  important  and  valuable  purposes,  is  employed 
to  harass  and  enslave  the  people,  in  this  case  it 
ferecomes  a  curse,  rather  than  a  blessing. 


The  most  painful  apprehensions  are  excited  in 
our  minds,  by  the  measures  now  pursuing;  the 

.vigorous  execution  of  the  (Boston)  port  bill,  with 
improved  severity,  must  certainly  reduce  the  capi- 
tal and  iU  numerous  dependences  ta  a  state  of  p^  ^^  ^3  „^^„.^  ^^^^ 
poverty  and  ruin.    The  acts  for  altering  the  char- 
ter,*  and  the  administration  of  j^ustice  in  the 

^  colony,  are  manifestly  designed  to  abridge  this 
people  of  their  rights,  and  to  license  hiurders; 
and,  if  carried  into  execution,  will  reduce  them  to 
slavery.  The  number  of  troops  in  the  capital, 
increased  by  daily  accessions  drawn  from  the  whole 
continent,  together  with  the  formidable  and  hostile 
preparations  which  you  are  now  making  on  Bos* 
ton  Neck,  in  our  opinion,  greatly  endanger  the 
lives,  liberties,  and  property,  not  only  of  oar 
brethren  in  the  town  of  Boston,  but  of  this  pro- 
vince in  general.  Permit  us  to  ask  your  excel- 
lency, whether  an  inattentive  and  unconcerned 
acqiuescence  to  such  alarming,  such  menacing 
measures,  would  not  evidence  a  state  of  insanity? 
Or,  whether  the  delaying  to  take  every  possible 
precaution  for  the  security  of  this  province,  would 
not  be  the  most  criminal  neglect  in  a  people,  here- 
tofore rigidly  and  justly  tenacious  of  their  con- 
stituted rights? 


.  Penetrated  with  the  most  poignant  oonceni,  and 
ardently  solicitious  to  preserve  union  and  hannony 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  coloniea,  necessary 
to  the  well  being  of  both,  we  entreat  your  excel- 
lency to  remove  that  brand  of  contention^  the 
!  fortress  at  the  entrance  of  Boston.  We  are  mudi 
concerned  that  you  should  have  been  induced  to 
construct  it,  and  thereby  causelessly  excite  audi  a 
spirit  of  resentment  and  indignntion,  aa  now  gene- 
rally prevails. 

We  assure  you,  that  the  good  people  of  this 
colony  never  have  had  the  least  intention  to  do 
any  injury  to  his  majesty*s  troops;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, most  earnestly  desire,  that  every  obstacle 
to  treating  them  as  fellow  subjects  may  be  im- 
mediately removed:  but  are  constrained  to  tell 
your  excellency,  that  the  minds  of  the  people  will 
never  be  relieved,  till  those  hostile  works  are 
demoliahed.  And  we  request  you,  as  you  regard 
hia  majesty's  honor  and  interest,  the  dignity,  and 
happiness  of  the  empire^  and  the  peace  and  wel- 
fare of  this  province,  that  you  immediately  deatsi 
from  the  fortress,  now  eonstructiog  at  the  aonth 
entrance  into  the  town  of  Boston,  and  restore  tbt 


ammsss  or  thi  raovi^cTAL  concnEss  to  tsb  ivsa- 

BITAHTS  OF  TBS  TOWKS  AHS  DISTSICTS  OP  MASSA- 
CHCSSTTS-BAT. 

December  4,  1774- 
1  Friends  and  brethren: 

At  a  time  when  the  good  people  of  this  colony 
were  deprived  of  their  laws,  and  the  administra- 
tion of  justice;  when  the  cruel  oppressions  brought 
on  their  capiul  had  stagnated  almost  all  their  com- 
merce; when  a  standing  army  was  illegally  posted 
among  us,  for  the  express  purpose  of  enforcing 
submission  to  a  system  of  Vyranny;  and  when  the 
general  court  was,  with  the  same  design,  prohibit- 
ed to  sit;  we  were  chosen,  and  empowered  byjou, 
to  assemble  and  consult  upon  measures  necessary 
for  our  common  ssfety  and  defence.  With  much 
anxiety  for  the  common  welfare,  we  have  attended 
this  service,  and  upon  the  coolest  deliberation,  have 
adopted  the  measures  recommended  to  you. 


*ln  June  of  this  year,  an  act  of  parliament  was 
passed,  revoking  that  part  of  the  charter,  which 
allowed  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  elpct 
counsellors;  and  the  king,  with  the  advice  of  his 
ministers,  was  empowered  to  appoint  them;  and, 
in  August,  he  accordingly  appoinied  others,  c>m- 
monly  called  mandamus  counsellors;  being  who*l\ 
indtp*Ti<lent  of  the  people,  and  holding  their  office 
of  the  crown,  they  were  likely  to  be  fit  instruments 
of  opprcisioii  and  i\ranny. 


We  have  still  confidence  in  the  wisdom,  justice, 
and  goodness  of  our  sovereign,  as  well  as  in  the 
integrity,  humanity,  and  good  sense  of  the  nation. 
And,  if  we  had  a  reasonable  expectation  that  the 
truth  of  facts  would  be  made  known  in  England, 
we  should  entertain  the  most  pleasing  hopes,  that 
•  he  measures  concerted  by  the  colonies,  jointly 
and  severally,  would  procure  a  full  redress  of  our 
grievances:  but  we  are  consiraiued  in  ji;&tice  to 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OP  THE  REVOLUTION, 


299 


■you,  to  ourselves,  tnd  posterity,  to  say,  that  the  and  proWncial  conf^p-css;  and,  while  it  censures 


incessant  and  unrelenting  malice  of  our  enemies 
bms  been  so  successful,  as  to  fill  the  court  and 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  with  falsehood  and 
calumnies  concerning  us,  and  excite  the  most  bit- 


its  owfi  individuals  counteracting  those  plans, 
that  it  be  not  deceived,  or  diverted  from  its  duty, 
by  rumors,  should  any  take  place,  to  the  prejudice 
of  other  communities.  Tour  provincial  congresses, 


tcr  and  groundless  prejudices  against  us;  that  the  i  we  have  rcar«on  to  hope,  will  hold  up  -he  towns,  if 
sudden  dissolution  of  parliament,  and  the  hasty  any  should  be  so  lost,  as  not  to  act  their  parts; 


summons  for  a  new  election,  gives  us  reason  to 
apprehend  that  a  majority  of  the  house  of  com« 
mons  will  be  again  elected,  under  the  influeifce  of 
mn  arbitrary  ministry;  and  that  the  general  tenor 
of  our  intelligence  from  Great  Britain,  with  the 
frequent  reinforcements  of  the  army  and  navy  at 
Boston,  excites  the  strongest  jealousy,  that  the 
system  of  colony  administration,  so  un&iendiy  to 
the  protestant  religion,  and  destructive  of  Ameri- 
can liberty,  is  still  to  be  pursued,  and  attempted 
with  force,  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

You  are  placed,  by  Providence,  in  a  post  of 
bonor,  because  it  is  a  post  of  danger;  and  while 
struggling  for  the  noblest  objects,  the  liberties  of 
our  country,  the  happiness  of  posterity,  and  rights 
of  human  nature,  the  eyes,  not  only  of  North  Ame- 
rica and  the  whole  British  empire,  bat  of  all  Eu- 
rope, are  upon  you.  Let  us  be,  therefore,  altogether 
solicitous  that  no  disorderly  behavior,  nothing  un- 
becoming our  character,  as  Americans,  as  citizens, 
and  Christians,  be  justly  chargeable  to  us. 

Whoever,  with  a  small  degree  of  attention,  con- 
templates the  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and 
America,  will  be  convinced  that  a  total  stoppage 
thereof  will  soon  produce,  in  Great  Britain,  such 
dangerous  effects,  as  canmot  fail  to  convince  the 
ministry,  the  parliament,  and  people,  that  it  is 
their  interest  and  duty  to  grant  us  relief.  AVho- 
ever  considers  the  number  of  brave  men  inhabiting 
North  America,  well  know,  that  a  general  atten- 
tion  to  military  discipline  must  so  establish  their 
rights  and  liberties  as,  under  God,  to  render  it 
impossible  for  an  arbitrary  minister  of  Britain  to 
destroy  them.  These  are  facts,  which  our  ene- 
mi/es  are  apprized  of,  and  if  they  will  not  be  in- 
flifenced  by  principles  of  justice,  to  alter  their  cruel 
roieasures  towards  America,  these  ought  to  lead 
them  thereto.  They,  however,  hope  to  effect  by 
stratagem  what  they  may  not  obtain  by  power,  and 
are  using  arts^  by  the  assistance  of  base  scribblers, 
who  undoubtedly  receive  their  bribes,  and  by  many 
other  means,  to  raise  doubts  and  divisions  through- 
out the  colonies. 

I'o  defeat  their  wicked  designs,  we  think  it 
neccbs  it-y  (o--  each  town  to  be  particulirly  care- 
ful, striciiy  to  execute  the  plans  of  the  cuutlnental 


and  none  can  doubt,  that  the  continental  congress 
will  rectify  errors,  should  any  take  place,  in  any 
colony,  through  the  subtilty  of  our  enemies.  Surely, 
m>  arguments  can  be  necessary  to  excite  you  to 
the  most  strict  adherence  to  the  American  associa- 
iion«  since  the  minutest  deviation  ia  ope  colony, 
eiipecially  in  this,  will  probably  be  misrepresented 
in  the  others,  to  discourage  their  general  zeal  and 
perseverance,  which,  however,  we  assure  ourselves, 
cannot  be  effected. 


While  the  British  ministry  are  sulTered,  with  a 
high  hand,  to  tyrannize  over  America,  no  part  of  It, 
we  presume,  can  be  negligent  in  guarding  against 
the  ravages  threatened  by  the  standing  army,  now 
in  Boston;  these  troops  will,  undoubtedly,  be  em- 
ployed in  attempts  to  defeat  the  association  which 
our  enemies  cannot  but  fsar  will  eventually  defeat 
them;  and,  so  sanguinary  are  those  our  enemies, 
as  we  have  reason  to  think,  so  thirsty  for  the  blood 
of  this  innocent  people,  who  are  only  contending  for    , 
their  rights,  that  we  should  be  guilty  of  the  most 
unpardonable  neglect,  should  we  not  apprize  you 
of  your  danger,  which  appears  to  as  imminently 
great,  and  ought  attentively  to  be  guarded  against. 
The  improvement  of  the  militia  in  general,  in  the 
military  art,  has  been  therefore  thought  necessary, 
and  strongly  recommended  by  this  congress.    We 
now  thmk,  that  particular  care  should  be  taken  by 
the  towns  and  districts  in  this  colony,  that  each  of 
the  minute  men«  not  already  provided  therewith, 
should  be  immediately  equipped  with  an  effective 
fire-arm,  1/ayonet,  pouch,  knapsack,  thirty  rounds 
of  cartridges  and  ball,  and  that  they  be  disciplined 
three  times  a  week,  and  oftener,  as  opportunity 
may  offer. 

To  encourage  these,  our  worthy  countrymen,  to 
obtain  the  skill  of  cpmplete  soldiers,  we  recom* 
mend  it  to  the  towns,  and  districts,  forthwith  to 
pay  their  own  minute  men  a  reasonable  considers- 
lion  fbr  their  services;  and,  in  case  of  a  general 
muster,  their  further  services  must  be  recompensed 
by  the  province.  An  attention  to  disoiplioe  in  the 
militia,  in  general,  is,  however,  by  no  means  to  be 
neglected. 

With  tlie  utmost  cheerfulness,  we  assure  you 
of  our  determination  to  stand  or  fall  with  the  li- 
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bertieB  of  America;  and  while  we  humbly  implore 
the  Sovereign  Disposer  of  all  thiogfl,  to  whose 
Divine  Providence  the  righta  of  hit  ereatures  can- 
not be  indifferent,  to  correct  the  errors  and  alter 
the  measures  of  an  in&tuated  ministry,  we  cannot 
doubt  of  his  support,  even  in  the  extreme  diflBcul- 
ties  which  wt  all  may  have  to  encounter.  May 
•11  means  devised,  for  our  safety,  by  the  general 
congress  of  America,  and  assemblies  or  conven- 
tions of  the  colonies,  be  resolutely  executed,  and 
happily  succeeded}  and  may  this  injured  people  be 
reinstated  in  the  full  exercise  of  their  rights,  with- 
out the  evils  and  devastations  of  civil  war. 


JohnChampe. 

raoM  TUB  xicbvomd  coMrrLiB. 
Some  person  in  a  late  Compiler  having  asked, 
with  at  least  the  semblance  of  sincerity,  whether 
SUugliter  or  Champe  was  sent  to  arrest  the  traitor 
Arnold?  I  beg  leave  to  inform  him,  upon  the  testi- 
mony of  Henry  Lee,  that  Champe  was  the  distin- 
guished soldier  selected  for  this  highly  honorable, 
and  most  confidential  business,  by  major  Lee,  at 
the  request  of  general  Washington.  Lee,  in  his 
memoirs  of  the  war  in  the  southern  states,  thus 
describes  the  hero,  and  his  adventure:— 

"He  was  a  native  of  Loudon  county,  in  Virginia, 
•bout  twenty-three  or  twenty-four  years  of  age; 
that  he  had  enlisted  in  *76->rather  above  the 
common  size— full  of  bone,  and  muscle;  with  a 
«atumine  countenange;  grave,  thoughtful  and 
tacitum-^-of  tried  courage  and  inflexible  persever- 
ance, and  ss  likely  to  reject  an  offer  coupled  with 
ignominy,  as  any  officer  in  the  corps;  a  commission 
being  the  goal  of  his  long  and  anxious  exertions, 
and  certain  on  the  first  vacancy." 


desert.]— ''Evidently  discernible  as  were  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  way,  no  relief  could  be  administered 
by  major  Lee,  lest  it  might  induce  a  belief  that  he 
was  privy  to  the  desertion,  which  opinion  getting 
to  the  enemy,  would  involve  the  life  of  Champe. 
The  Serjeant  was  left  to  his  own  resources  and 
to  his  own  management,  with  the  declared  deter- 
mination that,  in  case  his  departure  should  be  dis- 
covered before  morning,  Lee  would  take  care  to 
delay  pursuit  as  long  as  was  practicable.* 


.»» 


•u 


[It  will  be  proper  here  to  premise,  that  although 
Champe  was  young,  ardent,  and  devoted  to  bis 
country's  cause,  and  thirsting  for  military  fame; 
yet  his  noble  and  magnanimous  soul  revolted  at 
the  idea  of  doing  any  think  underhanded,  or  that 
had  even  the  shadow  of  a  deviation  from  the  paths 
of  chivalry,  and  the  high  notions  of  honor  which 
gljwed  in  every  American  bosom. At  last,  how- 
ever, Champe,  convinced  that  no  action  stampt 
with  the  approbation  of  the  commander  in  chief, 
could  be  other  than  laudable  and  worthy  of  a 
soldier's  best  exertions,  he  engaged  in  the  inter- 
prize  with  alacrity  and  zeal;  and  after  all  the  plans 
of  Washington  were  fully  explained  to  him  by 
major  Lee,  it  was  determined  that,  to  give  a  greater 
ehance  of  success,  that  Champe  should  enter  the 
enemies  linet  as  a  deserter!  and  accordingly  he  did 


Giving  to  the  Serjeant  three  guineas,  and  pre- 
senting his  best  wishes,  he  recommended  him  to 
start  without  delay,  and  enjoined  him  to  communi- 
cate his  arrival  in  New-Tork  as  soon  thereafter  u 
might  be  practicable.  Champe  pulling  out  his 
watch,  compared  it  with  the  major's,  reminding  the 
latter  of  the  importance  of  holding  back  pursuit, 
wbioh  he  was  convinced  would  take  place  durrag 
the  night,  and  which  might  be  fatal,  as  he  knew 
that  he  should  be  obliged  to  zig-zag  in  order  to 
avoid  the  patroles,  which  would  consume  time.  It 
was  now  11  o'clock:  He  returned  to  camp,*  and 
taking  his  cloak,  valice,  and  orderly  book,  he  drew 
his  horse  from  the  picket,  and  mounting  him,  put 
himself  upon  fortune.  Lee,  charmed  with  his  ex« 
peditious  consummation  of  the  first  part  of  has 
enterprise,  retired  to  rest.  Useless  attempt!  The 
past  scene  could  not  be  obliterated;  and,  indeed^ 
had  that  been  practicable,  the  interruptioa  which 
ensued  would  have  stopped  repose. 

<*Within  half  an  hour,  captain  Cames,  officer  of 
the  day,  waited  upon  the  major,  and,  with  con- 
siderable emotion,  told  him  that  one  of  the  patrole 
had  fallen  in  with  a  dragoon,  who,  being  challenged^ 
put  spur  to  his  horse  and  escaped,  though  instsntly 
pursued.  Lee,  complaining  of  the  interruption, 
and  pretending  to  be  extremely  fatigued  by  his 
ride  to  and  from  head-quarters,  answered  as  if  be 
did  not  understand  what  had  been  said,  which 
compelled  the  captain  to  repeat  it.  Who  can  the 
fellow  that  was  pursued  beP  enquired  the  m^jor; 
adding,  a  countryman,  probably.  No,  replied  the 
captain,  the  patrole  sufficiently  distinguished  him 
to  know  that  he  was  a  dragoon;  propably  one  from 
the  army,  if  not  certainly  of  our  own.  This  idea 
was  ridiculed  from  its  improbability,  as  during  the 
whole  war  but  a  single  dragoon  had  deserted  from 
thp  legion.  This  did  not  convince  Cames,  so  much 
stress  was  it  now  the  fashion  to  lay  on  the  deser- 
tion of  Arnold,  and  the  probable  effect  of  his 
example.    The  captain  withdrew  to  examine  the 


*From  Lee'«  Marque,  where  they  had  been  con- 
sulting on  the  best  plan  of  the  proposed  desertion. 
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iquftdron  of  horse^  whom  he  had  ordered  to  atsem- 
ble  in  pursuance  of  establUhe^  usage  on  such  oc- 
casions. Very  quickly  he  returned,  stating  that 
the  scoundrel*  was  known,  and  no  other  person 
than  the  serjeant  major,  who  had  gone  off  with  his 
horse,  baggage,  and  orderly  book— to  preisumed, 
as  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  could  be  found. 
Sensibly  affected  at  the  supposed  baseness  of  a 
soldier  extremely  respected,  the  captain  added  that 
he  had  ordered  a  party  to  make  ready  for  pursuit, 
and  begged  the  major's  written  orders. 

'^Occasionally  this  discourse  was  interrupted,  and 
trery  idea  suggested  which  the  excellent  character 
•f  the  sergeant  warranted,  to  induce  the  suspicion 
that  be  had  not  deserted,  but  had  taken  the  liberty 
to  leave  camp  with  a  view  to  persoual  pleacure: 


enable^  the  pursuing  drrigoont  to  take  the  trail  of 
his  horse;  knowing,  as  officer  and  troopf^r  did,  the 
make  of  their  shoes,  whose  impression  was  an 
unerring  guide. 

"When  Middleton  departed,  it  was  a  fiew  minutes 
past  twelve;  so  that  Champe  had  only  the  start  of 
rather  more  than  an  hour — by  no  means  as  long  as 
was  desired.  Lee  became  very  unhappy,  not  only 
because  the  estimable  and  gallant  Champe  might 
be  injured,  but  lest  the  enterprise  might  be  delay- 
ed s  and  he  spent  a  sleepless  night.  The  pursuing 
party  during  the  night,  was,  on  theirpart,debyed  by 
the  necessary  halts  to  examine  the  road,  as  the  im- 
pression of  the  horse's  shoes  directed  their  course; 
this  was  unfortunately  too  evident,  no  other  horse 
having  passed  along  the  road  since  the  shower. 


an  example,  said  Lee,  too  often  set  by  the  officers  KyTi en  the  day  broke,  Middleton  was  no  longer 
themselves,  destructive  as  it  was  of  discipline,  fo^nd  ^^  ^^j^^  ,n^l  he  pressed  on  with  rapidity. 

Ascending  an  eminence  before  he  reached  the 
three  Pidgeons,  some  miles  on  the  north  of  the 
village  of  Bergen,  (Jersey)  as  the  pursuing  party 
reached  its  summit,  Champe  was  discovered  not 
more  than  half  a  mile  in  front,  resembling  an  Indian 
in  his  vigilance.  The  seijeant  at  the  same  mo- 
ment discovered  :he  party,  (whose  object  he  was 
no  stranger  to,;  and  giving  spur  to  his  horse,  he 
determined  to  outstrip  his  pursuers.  Middleton, 
at  the  same  instant  put  his  horses  to  the  top  of 
their  speed;  and  being  (as  the  legion  all  were) 
well  acquainted  with  the  country,  he  recollected 
a  short  route  through  the  woods  to  Che  bridge 
below  Bergen,  which  diverged  from  the  great 
road  just  after  you  gain  the  Three  Pidgeons.— 
Reaching  the  point  of  separation  he  baited,  and 
dividing  his  party,  directed  a  serjeant  with  a  few 
dragoons  to  take  the  near  cut,  and  possess,  with 
all  possible  despatch  the  bridge,  while  h'e  with  the 
residue  followed  Champe;  not  doubting  but  that 
Champe  must  deliver  himself  up,  as  he  would  be 
closed  between  himself  and  his  serjeant.  Champe 
did  not  forget  the  short  cut,  and  would  have  taken 
it  himself,  but  -he  knew  it  was  the  usual  route  of 
our  parties  when  retaming  in  the  way  from  the 
neighborhood  of  the  enemy,  properly  preferring 
the  woods  to  the  road.— He  consequently  avoided 
iti  and  persuaded  that  Middleton  would  avail  him- 
self of  it,  wisely  resolved  to  relinguish  his  inten* 
tion  of  getting  to  Pauler's  Hook,  and  to  seek 
refuge  from  two  British  galleys,  lying  a  few  miles 
to  the  west  of  Bergen. 


•pposed  as  it  was  to  orders,  and  disastrous  as  it 
Btight  prove  to  the  corps  in  the  course  of  the  ser* 
vice. 

*'Some  little  delay  was  thus  interposed,  but  it 
being  now  announced  that  the  pursuing  party  was 
ready,  major  Lee  directed  a  change  in  the  officer, 
saying  that  he  had  a  particular  service  in  view, 
which  he  had  determined  to  entrust  to  the  lient. 
ready  for  duty,  and  which  probably  must  be  per- 
formed in  the  morning.  He  therefore  directed 
biro  to  summon  comet  Middleton  for  the  present 
command.  Lee  was  induced  thus  to  act,  first  to 
add  to  the  delay,  and  next  fk'om  his  knowledge  of 
the  tenderness  of  Middleton's  disposition,  which 
he  hoped  would  lead  to  the  protection  of  Champe, 
should  he  be  taken. Within  ten  minutes  Mid- 
dleton appeared  to  receive  orders^  which  were 
delivered  to  him  made  out  in  the  customary  form, 
and  signed  by  the  major.  'Pursue  so  far  as  you 
can  with  safety,  serjeant  Champe,  who  b  suspected 
of  deserting  to  the  enemy,  and  has  taken  the  road 
leading  to  Pauler's  Hook.  Bring  him  alive  that 
he  may  suffer  in  the  presence  of  the  army;  but  kill 
him  if  he  resists  or  escapes  after  being  taken.' 

^'Detaining  the  comet  a  few  minutes  longer  in 
advising  him  what  course  to  pursue  urging  him 
to  take  care  of  the  horse  and  accoutrements,  if 
recovered— and  enjoining  him  to  be  on  his  gtiard, 
lest  he  might,  by  his  eager  pursuit,  improvidently 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  major  dis- 
missed Middleton,  wishing  him  success.  A  shower 

of  rain  fell  soon  after  Charope's  departure,  which 

■  — _________-_^-.^^_-___ ■ .  , 

*The  reader  will  understand,  that  Washington 
and  Lee  were  the  only  persons  acquainted  with  the 
lacts  in  this  case. 


'*This  was  a  station  always  occupied  by  one  or 
more  galleys,  and  which  it  was  known  now  lay 
there.    Eoleriiig  the  village  of  Berfen^  'pham/^ 
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tamed  to  his  right,  and  diifcuUed  his  change  of 
courtr  M  much  as  he  could  by  taking  the  beaten 
streets,  turning  as  they  turned;  he  passed  through 
the  Tallage  and  took  the  road  towards  Elizabeth 
town  Point.  Middleton*s  Serjeant  gained  the  bridge, 
wlien  he  conceived  hioiself  ready  to  pounee  upon 


as  would  more  effectually  mislead.  After  tiii 
examination  he  was  consigned  to  the  care  ef  ge- 
neral Arnold,  and  by  him  retained  in  hit  faMr 
rank.  Washington  hoped  and  beliered,  thet  tht 
trial  of  Andre  would  occupy  much  time,  tad  ensUe 
Champe  to  accomplish  his  designs.    That  gaUmC 


Champr  when  he  came  up;  and  Middleton  pursuing  {oiSccr  disdainingpall  subterfuge,  completely  kM 
hii  course  through  Bergen,  soon  got  also  to  the  :this  hope,  by  broadly  confessing  the  imtiire  af  Im 


bridge,  when  to  his  extreme  mortificatioo  be  found 
that  the  seijeant  had  slipped  through  his  fingers. 
Returning  up  the  road,  he  enquired  of  the  yillagers. 
of  Bergen,  whether  a  dragoon  had  been  seen  that 
morning  preceding  his  party?  He  was  answered 
in  the  affirmative,  but  could  learn  nothing  satis- 
fikctory  as  to  the  route  he  took.  While  engaged 
in  citquiries  himself,  he  spread  his  party  through 
the  Tillage  to  take  the  trail  of  Champers  horse,  a 
resort  always  recurred  to.  Some  of  his  dragoons 
bit  it  just  as  the  seijeant,  leaving  the  village,  got 
in  the  road  leading  to  the  Point    Pursuit  was 


connexion  with  Arnold.  The  comouuider  in  chief 
offered  to  exchange  Andre  for  Arnold,  a  pnpoiri 
sir  Henry  Clinton,  for  obvious  motives,  dfriiifi 
Had  this  gallant  officer  protracted  hie  trial,  sad 
the  plot  proved  successful,  the  life  of  Aadre  voiU 
have  been  saved,  not  by  the  intrigues  of  air  Umiy 
Clinton,  but  of  ira<Ainj^/oft  in  his  €avor.  Ths 
honest  and  precipiUte  intrepidity  of  the  BriliA 
officer  defeated  this  benevolent  project.  Mid  as 
alternative  remained  but  a  speedy  death.  The 
Serjeant,  unfortunate  as  he  was  in  this,  wis  mm 
successful  in  obtaining  evidence  the  moetfidliil 


renewed  with  vigor,  and  again  Champe  was  dis-  satisfinctory,  that  the  suspicions  resting  oo  sevenl 
covered.  He,  apprehending  the  event,  had  pre- 
pared himse4f  for  it,  by  lashing  his  valice,  (contain, 
inghis  cloathes  and  orderly  book)  on  bis  shoulders, 
and  holding  a  drawn  sword  in  his  hand,  having 
thrown  away  its  scabbard.  Thia  he  did  to  save 
what  was  indispensable  to  him,  an^  to  prevent  any 
interruption  to  swimming  by  the  scabbard,  should 
Middleton,  ss  he  presumed,  when  disappointed  at 
the  bridge,  take  the  measures  adopted  by  him.  The 


American  officsss  were  foul  caKunniea^  md  s 
forgery  of  the  enemy.  He  now  determined  m 
making  one  bold  attempt  for  the  seizure  of  AnoU. 
Having  been  allowed,  at  all  times,  firee  aecesi  t* 
Arnold,  marked  all  his  habits  and  movemeoiif  le 
awaited  only  a  favorable  opportunity  for  the  execs- 
tion  of  his  project.  He  had  ascertained  that  AnoU 
usually  retired  to  rest  about  twelve,  and  that  pre- 
vious to  thia,  he  spent  some  time  in  a  prinle 


pursuit  was  rapid  and  close,  as  the  stop  occasioned  gi^^n,  adjoining  his  quarUrs.    He  was  there  to 


by  the  Serjeant's  preparation  for  swimming  had 
brought  Middleton  within  two  or  three  hundred 
yards.  As  soon  as  Champe  got  abreast  of  the 
galleys,  he  dismounled,  and  running  through  the 
marsh  to  the  river,  plunged  into  it,  calling  upon 
the  galleys  for  help.  This  was  readily  given;  they 
fired  upon  our  horse,  and  sent  a  boat  to  mest 
Charope,  who  was  taken  on  board,  and  conveyed 
to  XewYork,  with  a  letter  from  the  captain  of 
the  galley  stating  the  past  scene,  all  of  which  he 
had  seen.** 

[  Chanipe*»  affair  continued,  from  another  paper,] 


have  been  seized,  bound,  and  g^tgged,  and  under 
the  pretext  that  he  was  a  soldier  in  a  state  of 
intoxication,  to  have  been  conveyed  through  bye 
paths,  and  unsuspected  places  to  a  boat  laying  in 
readiness,  in  the  river  Hudson.    Champe  engaged 
two  confederates,  and  major  Lee,  who  cooperated 
in  the  plan,  received  timely  intelligence  of  the 
night  fixed  on  for  its  execution.     At  the  appointed 
time  that  officer,  attended  by  a  small  party  well 
mounted,  laid  in  wait  on  the  other  side  of  tbe 
Hudson  with  two  spare  horses,  one  for  Champe» 
and  the  other  for  Arnold.  The  return  of  day  ligbt 
announced  the  discomtiture  of  the  plan,  and  Lee 


Washington  was  highly  pleased  with  the  result  ^and  hie  party  retired  to  the  camp  with  mcUnchaly 
of  his  adventure.    The  eagerness  of  the  pursuit  j  forebodings  that  the  life  of  the  gallant  serjeaat 


he  thought  would  be  decisive  evidence  to  the 
British  commander,  that  this  was  a  real  and  not 
a  feigned  desertion.  Champe  was  immediately 
brought  before  sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  questioned 
by  him  on  a  variety  of  subjects,  and  amongst  the 
rest,  if  an  If  American  oficere  -were  tutftected  of  deter- 
tiou,  and  -mho  thote  ajficerg  vfere.  The  Serjeant  was 
forewarned  on  this  point,  and  gave  such  aiisv^'ers 


had  been  sacrificed  to  his  aeal  in  the  aervice  of  his 
country.  Consoling  was  the  intelligence,  sliortly 
after  received  from  the  confederatea,  thai  on  the 
night  proceeding  the  one  fixed  for  Arnold's  arrest, 
that  officer  had  shifted  his  quarters.  It  appeared 
that  he  was  employed  to  superintend  the  embarka* 
lion  of  certain  troops,  composed  chiefly  of  .\ men- 
can  deserters,  and  it  was  apprehended  that  imle» 
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ire  removed  from  their  bamcks,  which 
JBcent  to  the  shore,  many  might  seize  thtt 
Dtty  to  escape.  This  attempt  was  neVer 
>&»  renewed.  On  the  junction  of  Arnold 
rd  Comwallit,  in  Yirginiat  the  Serjeant 
leans  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  British 
id  to  reach  in  safety  the  army  of  general 
Having  been  furnished  by  that  officer 
i  means  of  escaping  to  Washington's  camp, 
ed  there  to  the  astonishment  and  Joy  of  his 
federates  in  arms. 

I  Washington  assumed  the  command  of  the 
ider  president  Adams,  he  caused  strict  en- 
» be  made  for  the  man  who  had  so  honorably 
lished  himself,  intending  to  honor  auch 
lelity  with  military  promotion,  and  heard 
preat  sorrow  that  he  died  but  a  short  time 
in  the  state  of  Kentucky.  These  facts  are 
nd  condensed  from  the  interearting  manu- 
'  major  general  Lee. 

leward,  in  her  monody  on  the  death  of  ma- 
lre»  thus  speaks  of  the  character  of  Wfsh- 

/aahington!  I  thought  thee  great  and  good, 

ew  thy  Nero  thirst  for  guiltless  blood: 

to  use  the  power  that  fortune  gave, 

ool  determined  murderer)of  the  brave. 

eless  Washington!  the  day  shall  ooroe 

I  repentance  for  this  barbarous  doom; 

njured  Andre's  mem*ry  shall  inspire, 

ling  army  with  resistless  fire. 

ulchion  sharpen  that  the  Britons  wield, 

id  their  fiercest  lion  to  the  field; 

when  each  hope  of  thine  shall  end  in  night, 

dubious  dread,  and  unavailing  flight, 

ro«r  haste,  thy  guilt  upbraided  soul 

^ish  untouch'd,  the  precious  life  you  stole: 

len  thy  heart,  appallM  and  vanquishM  pride, 

linly  ask  the  mercy  you  denied; 

error  shalt  thou  meet  the  fate  thou  gave, 

;y  gild  the  darkness  of  thy  grave. 

I  does  poetic  petulance  dispense  its  inrec- 
it  will  now  ask,  who  accelerated  the  death  of 

Who  made  the  extension  of  mercy  toward 
I  act  of  mistaken  mercy  and  of  criminal 
mce?  Unquestionably  sir  Henry  Clinton? 
itionably  the  man  who  was  propagating  these 
arms  of  treason  in  the  American  camp.  He 
id  this  severe  measure  for  common  security 
;ly  indispensable,  as  the  commander  in  chief 
not,  at  that  time,  know  but  what  those  who 

his  caniidence  the  most,  where  the  most 


deeply  implicated  in  Arnold's  michinations.  Was 
he  to  reprieve  the  victiro,  and  thus  ainetioii  to  hit 
surrounding  officers  the  treaste  of  Arnold,  by  hi« 
own  signature,  or  to  mitigate  the  aererity  of  hie 
fate^  and  teach  th«m  by  this  example  to  hope  for 
mercy  if  detected?  It  is  not  meant  to  criminate 
air  Henry  Clinton.  Such  artifices  are  justifiable 
in  war.  Thi^  he  did,  however,  by  the  promulga- 
tion of  such  reports,  render  the  death  of  Andre 
inevitable,  it  ia  conceived  impossible  to  doubt — 
The  solicitude  of  Washington  to  eave  the  life  of 
this  unfortunate  man  waa  such,  that  he  hasarded 
one  of  the  bravest  of  his  own  soldiers  in  the  camp 
of  the  enemy,  for  that  purpose;  and  nothing  bat  m 
concurrence  of  iiopropitious  circumstances,  that 
could  not  have  been  foreseen  by  mortal  eye,  or 
guarded  againat,  if  they  could  have  been,  pre- 
vented its  accomplishment.  It  is  a  singular  fact, 
that  while  the  British  commander  waa  hastening 
the  death  of  Andre,  Washington  waa  exerting  hiaa- 
self  to  ward  off  that  calamity. 


Serjeant  Jasper. 

The  following  biographical  sketch  of  seijeant  Jas^ 
nn,  whose  name  has  been  given  to  one  of  the  coim-  ^ 
tiea  of  Georgia,  in  commemoration  of  his  gallant 
deeds  and  signal  services  during  the  revolutionary 
war,  ia  extracted  from  the  second  vol.  of  M*Caire 
history  of  Georgia. 

*<The  conduct  of  serjeant  Jasper,  meets  partiev* 
lar  notice  in  the  history  of  Georgia,  and  bia  naoae 
is  entitled  to  a  page  in  the  history  of  Ihme,  while 
many  others^  high  in  rank,  might  justly  be  fo^ 
gotten.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  mind,  but  as  it 
had  not  been  cultivated  by  education,  he  modestly 
declined  the  accepunce  of  a  eommlasioa,  whidi 
was  offered  to  him.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  he  enlisted  in  the  second  South  Carolinaregi- 
ment  of  infantry,  commanded  by  colonel  Moultrie. 
He  distinguished  himself  in  a  particular  manner, 
at  the  attack  which  was  made  upon  fort  Moultrie, 
on  Sullivan's  Island,  on  the  28th  of  June,  1776.  In 
the  warmest  part  of  that  cutest,  the  Aag-atafT  waa 
severed  by  a  cannon  ball,  and  the  flag  foil  to  th« 
bottom  of  the  ditch  on  the  outside  of  the  works. 
This  accident  was  considered  by  the  anxious  inha- 
bitants in  Charleston,  as  putting  an  end  to  the 
contest  by  striking  the  American  flag  to  the  ene- 
my. The  moment  Jaspermade  the  diseorery  that 
the  flag  had  fallen,  he  jumped  from  one  of  the 
embrasures,  sod  mounted  the  colors,  which  he 
tied  to  a  spunge-staff,  and  re -planted  them  on  the 
parapet,  where  he  supported  them.  «y(i\\\.  v&ice^^.^ 
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ammiuiition.  lii  «hort,  «e  want  for  notbuig  bat 
abipa  of  war  to  defend  ut,  which  we  could  procure 
by  3)akin|f  alliancei:  but  such  is  our  attachment  to 
Great  nritain,  that  we  aiiicerely  wish  for  recon- 
ciliation, and  cannot  bear  tbe  thoughU  of  throwing 


sagacity  to  determine,    lliey  afitct,  tii  trae,  to 
M\or  the  imputaiion  of  intolenacey  and  apptaud 
themselves  for  their  pretended  toleratioD   Md 
lenity.      As  contra-distinguished,    indeed,  froa 
actual  prohibition,  a  permission  may  doubtless  be 


off  all  dependence  on  her,  which  such  a  step  would  Jcalled  a  toleration;  for  as  a  man  is  permitted  to 


assuredly  lead  to.  The  God  of  mercy  will,  I  bop^, 
open  the  eyes  of  our  king  that  he  may  %te,  while 
in  seeking  our  destruction,  he  will  go  near  to  com- 
plete his  own.  It  is  my  ardent  prayer  that  the 
effusion  of  blood  m\v  be  stopped.    We  hope  yet 


enjoy  his  religion  under  whatever  penalties  or 
forfeitures,  be  is  certainly  tolerated  to  enjoy  it 
But  as  far  as  he  pays  for  such  enjoy m-.'.it,  by  suffer- 
ing  those  penalties  and  forfeiturea,  he  as  certainly 
does  not  enjoy  it  freely.    On  tbe  contraryp  be  is 


to  see  you  in  this  city,  a  friend  to  the  liberties  of  | persecuted  in  tbe  proportion  that  bia  priTilege  is 

America,  uhich  will  give  infinite  satisfaction  to,, so  regulated  and  qualified.    I  call  it  perseeulioa, 

Your  sincere  friend,  C.  S.     !  because  it  is  harassing  mankind  for  tbeir  prioci- 


Ta  captain  S,  in  Bgtton, 

Jiemarkt  an  Uberty  9^  comcience,  aicribed  to  hit-, 
excclUucy  IViiUam  Living^iton,  governoi*  of  JVVw 
Jersey,  1778." 

'*K,  in  our  estimate  of  tilings,  we  ought  to  be 
regulated  by  their  importance,  doubtlesa  every 
encroachment  upon  religion,  of  all  things  the  most : 
importart,  ought  to  be  considered  as  the  greatest 
imposition;  and  the  unmolested  exercise  of  it,  a 
proportionable  blessing. 


pies;  and  I  deny  that  such  punish  meats  derive  asy 
sanction  from  law,  because  the  coiudenccM  of  wtn 
are  not  the  objecto  of  human  lejfitlation.  And  to 
trace  this  stupendous  insult  on  the  dignity  of  rea- 
son 10  any  other  source  than  the  one  from  which 
I  deduced  it  in  the  preceding  essay,  I  mean  the 
abominable  combination  of  Rive-caArr  and  paiur- 
CBAFT,  (in  everlasting  Indissoluble  league  to  exti^ 
Ipate  liberty,  and  erect  on  its  ruins  boundless  and 
universal  despotism,)  would  I  believe  puzzle  the 
most  assiduous  enquirer.    For  what  businesi^  in 


tbe  name  of  common  sense,  has  the  magistrate 
By  religion.  I  mean  an  inward  habitual  reverence  (disHnctly  and  singly  appointed  for  our  political 
for,  and  devotcdness  to  the  Deity,  wi<AnicAtfa-/«friifl/ja»id  temporal  happiness)  with  our  religion,  which 


homc^^Ct  either  public  or  private^  at  the  toorthipper 
bcUevet  mott  acceptable  to  /dm.    According  to  this 


is  to  secure  our  happineaa  spiritual  and  eternal^ 
And  indeed  among  all  the  absurdities  chargeable 


definition,  it  is  impossible  for  human  laws  to  re.|"P<>"  ^>""*»n  n*^"""^*  >^  n«*'cr  >et  entered  inia  ihc 
gulate  religion  without  destroying  it;  for  they  can- j^»^o«S»^^«  ©^  *ny  one  to  confer  such  authority  upcn 
not  compel  inrourd  religious  reverence,  that  being  1  another.  The  institution  of  civil  society  I  have 
altogether  mcnUl  and  of  a  spiritual  nature;  nor; Pointed  out  as  originaUng  from  the  unbridled 
can  they  enforce  oii/warrf  religious  homage,  because 'r-^Paciou^ne"  of  individuals,  and  as  a  necessary 
all  such  homage  is  either  a  man's  own  choice,  and  I  curb  *«  prevent  that  violence  and  other  incon- 
then  it  is  not  compelled,  or  it  is  repugnant  to  it, 
and  then  it  cannot  be  religious. 


The  laws  of  England,  indeed,  donot  peremptorily 
inhibit  a  man  from  worshipping  God,  accorJing  to 
the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience,  nor  positively 
constrain  him  to  violate  it,  by  conforming  to  the 


veniences  to  which  men  in  a  state  of  n«iture  ver: 
exposed.  But  whoever  fancied  it  a  violence  ofTerei 
to  himself,  that  another  should  e:)joy  his  own 
opinion?  Or  whoi  in  a  state  of  nature,  ever  decked 
it  an  inconvenience  that  every  man  should  choose 
liis  own  religion?  Did  the  free  denizena  of  the 
world,  before  the  monstrous  birih  of  FaiEST-cnarT, 


religion  of  the  state:     But   they  punish  him  for  j  aiding  by  and  aided  by  the  secular  arm,  ever  worry 


doing  the  former,  or  what  amounts  to  the  same 
thing,  for  omiuing  the  latter,  and  consequently 
punish  him  for  his  religion.  For  what  are  the 
civil  disqwalificstions  and  the  privation  of  certain 


privileges  he  thereby  incurs,  but  so  many  punish-  will  not  pretend  it.    Why  then  should  the  mem- 


one  another  for  not  practising  ridiculous  rites,  or 
for  disbelieving  things  incredible?  Did  men  in 
their  aboriginal  condition  ever  suffer  persecutioii 
for  conscience  sake?    The  most  frantic  enthusiast 


ments?  And  wliat  else  is  the  punishment  for  not 
embracing  the  religion  of  others,  but  a  punishment 
for  practising  one's  ownP  With  how  little  pro- 
priety a  nation  can  boast  of  its  freedom  under  such 
rettrainti  on  rdigioufl  liberty,  requires  00  great 


hers  of  society  be  supposed,  on  tlieir  entering  into 
it,  to  have  had  in  contemplation  the  reforming  an 
abuse  which  never  existed?  Or  why  are  tbey 
pretended  to  have  invested  tlie  magistrate  with 
authority  to  sway  and  direct  their  religious  senti- 
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TMOtP    In  re»iiO',  such  delegution  of  power,  had  4:ountabk  only  to  the  Great  Searcher  of  heart*, 
it  ever  been  made,  would  be  a  m^rc  luiUity,  and   whose  preroj[atjve  it  is  lo  judge  them. 
the  compact  by  which  it  was'  ceded,  altoffcther 
nugatory,  the  ri^htt  of  contcience  beings  immutably 
fertanal  and  abtolutely  inalienable,  nor  can  the  state 


or  community  as  such  have  any  concern  in  the 
matter.  For  in  what  manner  doth  it  affect  society, 
which  is  evidently  and  solely  instituted  to  prevent 
personal  assault,  the  violation  of  property  and  the 
defamation  of  character;  and  hath  not  (these  re- 
maioinf^  inviolate)  any  interest  in  the  actions  of 
men— bow  floth  it,  I  say,  affect  society  what  prin- 
ciples we  entertain  in  our  own  minds,  or  in  vhat 
mitaardfirm  -we  think  it  best  to  pay  our  adorjation  to 
God?  But  to  set  the  absurdity  of  the  magistrate's 
authority  to  interfere  in  matters  of  religion,  in  the 
strongest  light,  I  would  fain  know  what  religion 
it  is  that  he  has  authority  to  establish?  Uas  he  a 
right  to  establish  only  the  true  religion,  or  is  any 
relig^  true  because  he  does  not  establish  it?  If 
tlie  former,  bis  trouble  is  as  vain  as  it  is  arrogant, 
because  the  true  religion  being  not  of  ihii  -world, 
tHinte  not  the  princes  of  this  vorld  to  tupport  it;  but 
hao  in  fact  eithr  lavguished  or  been  adulterated 
tsherever  they  meddled  -with  it.  If  the  supreme 
magistrate,  as  such,  has  authority  to  establish  any 
religion  be  thinks  to  be  true,  and  the  religion  so 
established  is  therefore  right  and  ought  to  be 
embraced,  it  follows,  since  all  supreme  magis- 
trates have  the  same  authority,  that  all  establish- 
ed  religions  are  equally  right,  and  ought  to  be 
embraced.  The  emperor  of  China,  therefore,  hav- 
ing, as  supreme  magistrate  in  his  empire,  the  same 
right  to  establish  th^  precepts  of  Confucius,  and 
the  Saltan  in  his,  the  imposture  of  Mahomet,  as 
bath  the  king  of  Great  Britain  the  doctrine  of 
Christ  in  his  dominion,  it  results  from  these  princi- 
ples, that  the  religions  of  Confucius  and  Mahomet 
sre  equally  true  with  the  doctrine  of  our  blessed 
Saviour  and  his  Apostles,  and  equally  obligatory 
upon  the  respective  subjects  of  China  and  Turkey, 
ss  Christianity  is  on  those  within  the  British  realm; 
a  position  which,  I  presume,  the  most  zealous  ad- 
vocite  for  ecclesiastical  domination  would  think  it 
blasphemy  to  avow. 

Tfie  English  ecclesiastical  government,  therefore, 
2»,  and  all  the  religious  ESTABLismissTS  is  tok 
woBLn,  are  manifest  violation*  of  the  right  of  private 
Judgment  in  matters  of  religion.  They  are  impudent 
outrages  on  common  sense,  in  arrogating  a  power 
of  controlling  the  devotional  operations  of  the  mind 
and  external  acts  of  divine  homage  not  cognizable 
by  any  h  uman  tribunal,  and  for  which  we  are  sc  * 


In  contrast  with  this  spiritual  tyranny,  how 
beautiful  appears  our  Catholic  constitution  in  dis- 
claiming  all  Jurisdiction  over  the  touts  of  men,  and 
securing,  by  a  law  never  to  be  repealed,  the  volun- 
tary, unchecked  moral  suasion  of  every  individual, 
and  his  own  self  directed  intercourse  with  the 
father  of  spirits,  either  by  d&oont  retirement  or  pub- 
lic vorship  of  his  own  election/  How  amiable  the 
plan  of  entrenching,  with  the  sanction  of  an  ordi- 
nance, immutable  and  irrevocable,  the  sacred  rights 
of  conscience,  and  renouncing  all  diecrimination  be* 
tween  men  jm  account  of  their  sentimente  about  the 
variout  modes  of  church  government,  or  ihe  different 
or  (idee  of  their  faith/" 

LEGISLATURE  OF  VinGINIA. 

FROM  WIRt's  LirS  OT  HERRT. 

Debate  on  the  motion  offered  by  Patrick  Henry,  esq, 
in  the  year  1775,  to  put  the  colony  of  Virginia  in  s 
ttate  of  defence. 

On  Monday  the  20th  of  March,  1775,  the  con- 
vention of  delegates  from  the  several  counties  and 
corporations  of  Virginia,  met  for  the  second  time. 
Their  meeting  was  held  in  the  Old  Church,  in  the 
town  of  Richmond.— Mr.  Henry  was  a  member  of 
this  body  also.  The  reader  will  bear  in  mind  the 
tone  of  the  instructions  given  by  the  convention 
of  the  preceding  year,  to  their  deputies  in  cion- 
gress.  He  will  remember  that  while  they  recite, 
with  great  feeling,  the  series  of  grievances  under 
which  the  colonies  had  labored,  and  insist,  with 
firmness,  on  their  constitutional  rights,  they  give 
nevertheless  the  most  explicit  and  solemn  pledge 
of  their  faith  and  true  allegiance  to  his  resjesty, 
king  George  the  III.  and  avow  their  determination 
to  support  him,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  in 
the  legal  exercise  of  idl  his  just  rights  and  preroga- 
tives. He  will  remember  that  these  instructions 
contain  also  an  expression  of  their  sincere  approba- 
tion of  a  connection  with  Great  Britain— and  of 
ibeir  ardent  wishes  for  a  return  of  that  friendly 
intercourse,  from  which  this  country  had  derived 
so  much  prosperity  and  happiness.  These  senti- 
ments still  actuated  many  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  convention  of  1775— they  could  not  part  with 
the  fond  hope,  that  those  peaceful  days  would 
again  return,  wKmm  had  shed  so  much  light  and 
warmth  over  the  land;  and  the  report  of  the  kidg's 
gracious  reception  of  the  petition  from  congress, 
tended  to  ciierish  that  hope  and  to  render  them 
averse  to  any  measure  of  violence— but  Mr.  Henry 
saw  things  with  a  steadier  eye^  and  a  deeper  insight 


s??. 
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lliN  judgment  iru  too  lolid  to  be  duped  bjr  ip- 
purnncn,  and  hit  hetrt  too  firai  uid  muil]',  to  be 
amuMd  bf  filse  and  flattering  bopei.— He  bid  Umg 
■ince  reid  the  true  character  of  tbe  Britith  court, 
and  uv  that  no  atterna'tive  remained  for  bit  Coun- 
try, but  abject  (abmiHion,  or  heroic  reiiatuee.  It 
wai  liot  Ibr  •  Mul  like  Renry'*,  b>heait«te  betveen 
theie  eouraei.  He  had  olTered  upon  the  attar  oT 
liberty  no  di*ided  heart.  The  Kolpli  of  '"  which 
yawned  before  hint,  wat  indeed  fiery  and  fearrul. 
But  he  lav  tliat  the  a«ful  plunp  waa  ineritable. 
The  body  of  the  convenlion,  bowarer,  heiitateii. 
They  cait  ira<ind  a  "longing  lingering;  iMk"  to 
tboie  flovery  fielila,  on  which  peace  and  eaic  and 
jny  were  atill  sporting,  and  it  required  all  the 
energiei  of  a  Mentor,  like  Henry,  to  push  tbein 
from  the  precipice,  and  conduct  tbeni  over  the 
•tormj  lea  of  the  revolulion,  to  liberty  and  glory. 

Tbe  conveatlon  being  fonned,  andorganiied  for 
btiiineai,  proceeded  id  the  Brat  place  to  eiprcaa 
their  unqualified  approbation  of  tbe  mea^urea  of 
eongreia,  and  lo  declare  that  they  coniidered  tbii 
whole  eontineot  at  under  the  higheat  obligalioni 
to  that  reapeotable  body  for  the  wiidom  of  their 
councila,  and  their  unremittad  eodeavon  to  main- 
tain and  preaenre  inTiolate,  the  juat  righia  and 
libertica  of  bit  majeaty'i  dutifiil  and  loyal  lubjeeta 
in  America. 

They  neit  reaolved,  "that  the  warmett  thanki 
of  ()ie  eonvenlion,  and  of  all  the  inhabitanla  of  thia 
colony  were  due,  and  that  this  juat  tribute  of 
appliiiar,  be  pretented  to  the  worthy  delegates, 
deputed  by  a  former  convention  lo  represent  this 
colony  in  general  congreat,  for  their  cheerful  under- 
taking, and  fjtithful  discharge  of  tbe  very  important 
Iru^t  reposed  in  tbem." 

The  mnrning  of  the  31d  of  Mirr;h  trat  opened 
by  rrading  a  pclilion  ari'l  memorial  from  the  ai- 
f  embly  rS  Jamaica,  "lo  the  king's  moit  eicellent 
mije^tii"  whereupon  it  was  resolved  "that  the 
i:iift:;gncd  thinks,  and  most  gmleful  acknowledge- 
mrtiis  of  the  ctinvention  be  presented  to  that  very 
rrspectahle  assembly,  for  the  eieeeding  generous 
»'nl  alFectionate  part  lliey  liivc  so  nobly  taken,  in 
'lie  unhappy  cnnli'st  between  Great  Uritain  and 
htr  colonici,  and  for  their  truly  pairiolie  endeavors 
to  As  tbe  juat  cUims  uf  the  colonists  upombe  most 
permanent  ^nnstllutional  princijiles^  that  the  as- 
sembly be  assured,  that  it  is  the  most  ardent  wish 
of  this  colony  (and  they  were  persuideJ,  of  the 
whole  continent  of  Norlli  .\merica)  to  see  a  speedy 
return  of  those  halcyon  davs  when  we  lived  a  frse 
ar-ti  bappy  people," 


These  proceedings  were  not  adapted  to  tbe  tute 
of  Mr.  Henry.  On  the  contrary,  tfacy  were  "^U 
vorm-wood"  to  bim-  The  bouae  required  to 
be  wrought  up  to  a  bolder  tone.  He  rote,  there- 
fore, and  moved  tbe  following  manly  reaoluttofa: 

'/frMhWff,  That  a  well-regulated  militia,  cos- 
posed  of  gentlemen  and  yeomen,  it  the  natmal 
alrengtb  and  only  aeeurity  of  a  free  gtvveramenti 
that  auch  a  militia,  in  this  colony,  would  forcter 
render  it  unnecessary  for  the  mother  country  ta 
keep  among  us,  for  the  purpose  of  our  dcfoMC, 
any  standing  army  of  mercenary  aaldiera,  alwap 
anbTCraive  of  the  quiet,  and  dingeroui  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  and  would  alleviate  (be 
pretest  of  taxing  us  for  tbeir  aupport. 

"That  the  ettabliahment  oF  aucb  a  ailitia  ia,  at 
(Ut  rinif,  peculiarly  necettary,  by  the  ttate  of  mir 
laws,  for  tbe  protection  and  defence  of  tbe  coitn> 
try,  aome  of  which  are  already  expired,  and  otheia 
will  shortly  be  to,  and  that  tbe  known  remiaanem 
of  government,  in  calling  ui  together,  iolegialatiTt 
capacity,  rendert  it  too  insecure,  ia  thia  timeof 
danger  and  distress,  to  rely  that  opportunity  wSl 
he  given  of  renewing  them,  in  general  ataemUy, 
tr  moih'a^  (in|r  pmiiitn  l»  secure  ttr  tiwHutBUs 
righu  anil  Uierliet  fi»m  thatt  farther  trfafuciaai  witt 
vhiek  thai  art  thrtateatd, 

"Reaolved,  therefore,  thai  Ihit  ctiang  6t  imme- 
dialtlji  put  iiita  a  tlale  »/  defetct,  and  thai 

a  plan  fir  the  embedyins,  arming  and  UiiapHning 
nich  a  nambei  s/  men,  ui  mny  be  tvffidtMjtt  (Aal 
Pnrpoter 

The  alarm  which  lucb  a  propoaltion  mutt  have 
given  to  those  who  bad  contemplated  no  resist- 
ance of  a  character  more  serioui  thsn  pelitloo, 
non-imporlation  and  psssive  fortitude,  and  who 
stilt  bung,  with  duppliuii  teiiderne&a,  on  the  skirit 
of  Kritain,  in  the  tiope  of  seeing,  once  more,  bet 
maternal  smile,  will  be  reiilily  conceived  by  the 
reUecling  reader.  'I'hc  shock  was  painful:  it  waa 
almost  general-  Tbe  resolutions  were  opposed, 
ss  not  only  rub  in  policy,  but  ns  harsh,  and 
*ell  nigh  impioun,  in  point  of  feeling.  Some  of 
the  warmest  pslriots  of  the  convention  opposed 
them.  Richard  Hland,  Uenjamin  Harrison,  and 
l^dmund  Pendleton,  who  had  so  lately  drunk  of 
ttic  fountain  of  palnati)>m,  in  the  continental  con> 
gress,  and  itjbert  C.  Nicholas,  one  of  the  beat,  u 
well  as  ablest  men  and  palriols  in  the  state,  gave 
them  all  the  resistance  of  ibeir  great  inHueoce  and 
abilities.    They  urgei  tbe  late  gracious  reception 
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Of  the  congreMiontl  petition  by  the  throne.—They 
inflisted  that  national  coniity,  and  much  more, 
filial  respect,  demanded  the  eiercise  of  a  more 
dignified  patience:— that  the  aympathies  of  the 
parent  country  were  now  on*  our  aide;  that  the 
friends  of  American  liberty,  in  parliament,  were 
still  with  U9,  and  had,  as  yet,  had  no  cause  to  blush 
for  oar  indiscretion;  that  the  manuracturin^  in- 
terest of  Great  Britain,  already  smarting  under  the 
effects  of  our  non-importation,  co-operated  power- 
fully towards  our  relief;  that  the  sovereign  himself 
had  relented,  and  shown  that  he  looked  upon  our 
suiferings  with  an  eye  of  pity.  Was  this  the 
moment,  tli«y  asked,  to  disgust  our  friends,  to 
extinguish  all  the  conspiring  sympathies  which 
vert  working  in  our  favor,  to  turn  their  friend- 
ship into  hatred;  their  pity  into  revenge?  And 
what  Was  there,  they  asked,  in  tlie  situation  of  tlie 
colony,  to  tempt  us  to  this?  Were  we  a  great 
military  people?  Were  we  ready  for  war?  Where 
were  our  stores—where  were  our  arms — where  our 
•oldiers — where  our  generals — where  our  money, 
the  sinews  of  war?  They  were  no  where  to  be 
fbood.  In  truth,  we  were  poor— we  were  naked — 
we  were  defenceless:  and  yet  we  talk  of  assuming 
the  front  of  war! — of  assuming  it  too,  against  a 
nation,  one  of  the  most  formidable  in  the  world!  a 
nation,  ready  and  armed  at  all  points!— her  navies 
riding  triumphant  in  every  sea — her  armies  never 
marching  but  to  certain  victory? — What  was  to  be 
the  issue  of  the  struggle  we  were  called  upon  to 
court?  What  could  be  the  issue,  in  the  compara- 
tive circumstances  of  the  two  countries,  but  to 
yield  up  thii  country,  an  easy  prey  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  to  convert  the  illegitimate  right,  which 
the  British  parliament  now  claimed,  into  a  firm  and 
iodulHtable  right,  b^  conquett?  The  mei^ure  might 
be  brave;  but  it  was  the  bravery  of  madmen.  It 
had  no  pretension  to  the  character  of  prudence, 
and  as  little  to  the  grace  of  ganuiae  courage.  It 
would  be  time  enough  to  retort  to  measures  of 
detpoir,  when  every  well  founded  hope  had  entirely 
Fanished. 

To  this  strong  view  of  the  subject,  stipported 
as  it  was,  by  the  stubborn  fact  of  the  well  known 
lielpless  condition  of  the  colony,  the  opponenU  of 
those  resolutions  superadded  every  topic  of  persua- 
sion which  belonged  to  the  case.  •'The  strength 
and  lustre  which  we  derived  from  our  connexions 
with  Cireat  Dritain— the  domestic  comforts  which 
we  had  drawn  from  the  same  source,  and  whose 
value  we  were  no**  able  to  estimate,  by  their  loss 


upon  tis  from  the  eaat,  and  which  promised  so  fai 
and  happy  a  day:  with  this  they  contrasted  the 
clonda  and  storms  which  the  measure,  now  pro- 
pose, was  ao  well  calculated  to  raise,  and  in  which 
we  ahould  not  have  even  the  poor  consolation  of 
being  pitied  by  the  world,  since  we  should  have, 
so  needlessly  and  rashly,  drawn  them  upon  our- 
selves." 

These  arguments  and  topics  of  persuasion  were 
so  well  justified  by  the  appearanc^of  things,  and 
were,  itioreover,  so  entirely  in  unison  with  that  love 
of  ease  and  quiet,  which  is  natural  to  man,  and  that 
disposition  to  hope  for  happier  times,  even  under 
the  most  forbidding  circumstances,  that  ant>rdlnary 
roan,  in  Mr.  Henry's  situation,  would  have  been 
glad  to  compound  witl)  the  displeasure  of  tlie 
house,  by  being  permlued  to  withdraw  his  resolu* 
tions  in  silence. 

Not  so  Mr.  Henry.  His  was  a  spirit  fitted  to 
raise  the  whirlwind,  as  well  as  to  ride  in  and  direct 
it.  His  was  that  comprehensive  view,  that  unerring 
prescience,  that  perfect  command  over  the  actions 
of  men,  that  qualified  him,  not  mt:ely  to  guide, 
but  almost  to  create  the  destinies  of  nations. 

He  rose,  at  this  time,  with  a  majesty  unusual 
to  him,  in  an  exordium,  and  with  all  that  self^ 
possession  by  which  he  was  so  invariably  distin- 
guished. '*No  man,"  he  said,  "thought  more  highly 
than  he  did  of  the  patriotism,  as  well  as  abilities, 
of  the  very  worthy  gentlemen  who  bad  just  ad- 
dressed the  house.  But  different  men  often  saw 
the  same  subject  in  difiTerent  lights;  and  therefore, 
he  hoped  it  would  not  be  thought  disrespectful  to 
those  gentlemen,  if  entertaining,  as  he  did,  opi- 
nions of  a  character  very  opposite  to  theirs,  be 
should  speak  his  sentiments,  freely  and  without 
reserve.  This,  he  said,  was  no  time  for  ceremony. 
The  question  before  the  house,  was  one  of  awful 
moment  to  this  country.  For  his  own  psrt,  he 
considered  it,  as  nothing  less  than  a  question  of 
freedom  or  slavery;  and  in  proportion  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  subject,  ought  to  be  the  free- 
dom of  the  debate.  It  was  only  in  this  way  that 
they  could  hope  to  arrive  at  truth,  and  fulfil  the 
great  responsibility  which  they  held  to  God  and 
their  country.  Should  he  keep  back  his  opinions, 
at  such  a  time,  through  fear  of  giving  oii'ence,  be 
should  consider  himielf  as  guilty  of  treason  to- 
wards his  country,  and  of  an  act  of  disloyalty  to- 
wards the  Majesty  of  Heaven,  which  Le  revere4 
before  all  earthly  kings." 

**Mr.  President,"  said  he,  "it  is  natural  to  man 


—that  ray  of  recoacilialion,  which  was  dawning Uo  indulge  in  the  illusions  of  ho\?e.    \\^'«^  ».\\ 
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to  fbot  our  eyes  against  a  pain  All  truth,  and  listen 
to  the  8on{^  of  that  syren,  till  ahe  transforms  os 
into  beasts.  Was  this,  he  asked,  the  part  of  vise 
men,  enga^d  in  a  great  and  arduous  struggle  foi^ 
liberty?  Were  we  disposed  to  be  of  the  number 
f)f  those  who,  baring  eyes,  see  not,  and,  having  ears, 
hear  not  the  things  which  so  nesrly  concern  their 
tempoml  salTttion?  For  his  part,  whatever  anguish 
of  sp'^rit  it  might  cost,  he  was  willing  to  kiiow  the  j 
whola  truth — (o  know  the  worst,  and  to  provide 


—we  have  remonstrated— we  have  sopplieated— we 
have  prostrated  ourselves  before  the  tbroae,  and 
have  implored  its  interposition,  to  arrest  the  tynttf 
nical  hands  of  the  ministry  and  parliament.— Our 
petitions  have  been  slighted— oar  reosonstriHees 
have  produced  additional  violence  and  insult— 
our  supplications  have  been  disregarded,  and  we 
have  been  spumed  with  contempt  from  the  foot 
of  the  throne.  In  vain,  after  these  things,  may  ve 
'  indulge  the  fond  hope  of  peace  and 


for  it." 

*<He  had,"  he  said,  '*but  one  lamp,  by  which  his 
feet  were  guided,  and  that  was  the  lamp  of  ex- 
perience. He  knew  of  no  way  of  judging  the 
future,  but  by  the  past;  and  judging  by  the  past, 
he  wished  to  know  what  there  had  been  in  the 
conduct  of  the  British  ministry  for  the  last  ten 
years,  to  justify  those  hopes  with  which  gentle- 
men had  been  pleased  to  solace  themselves  and  the 
hoNse.  It  is  that  insidious  smile  with  which  our 
petition  has  been  lately  received?  Trust  it  not, 
sir,  it  will  prove  a  snare  to  your  feet.— Suffer  not 
yourselves  to  be  betrayed  with  a  kiss.  Ask  your- 
selves how  this  gracious  reception  of  our  petition 
comports  with  those  warlike  preparations,  which 
cover  our  waters,  and  darken  our  land?  Are  fleets 
and  armies  necessary  to  a  work  of  love  and  recon- 
ciliation?   Have  we  shewn  ourselves  so  unwilling 


There  is  no  longer  any  room  for  hope.  If  we  wish 
to  be  free— if  we  mean  to  preserve  inviolate  those 
inestimable  privileges,  for  which  we  have  been  so 
long  contending — if  we  mean  not  basely  to  abandom 
the  noble  struggle,  in  which  we  have  been  so  long 
engaged,  and  which  we  have  pledged  ourselves 
never  to  abandon,  until  the  glorious  ol:ject  of  oar 
contest  shall  br  obtained — wb  must  fiobt!  I  re- 
peat it,  sir,  ws  MUST  fioht!  !  An  appeal  to  aras» 
and  to  the  God  of  Hosts,  is  all  that  is  left  us!" 

'^Imagine  to  yourself,"  says  my  correapondat,' 
"this  sentence,  delivered  with  all  the  calm  dignily 
of  Cato,  of  Utica— imagine  to  yourself  the  Boam 
senate,  assembled  in  the  capitol,  when  it  was 
entered  by  the  profane  Gauls,  who,  at  first,  were 
awed  by  their  presence,  as  if  they  had  entered  an 
assembly  of  the  Gods!— imagine  that  youheard  that 
Cato  addressing  such  a  senate— imagine  that  you 


to  be  reconciled,  that  force  must  be  called  in,  to  j  saw  the  hand  writing  on  the  wall  of  Bclsbazar^s 
win  back  our  love?  Let  us  not  deceive  ourselves,  palace— imagiHC  you  had  heard  a  voice,  as  from 
sir.  These  are  the  implements  of  war  and  subjuga.  Heaven,  uttering  the  words  •«//«;  muttfyht,^  as 
tion— the  last  arguments,  to  which  kings  resort.  I ;  the  doom  of  fate,  and  you  may  have  some  idea  of 
ask  gentlemen,  sir,  what  means  this  martial  array, ,  the  speaker,  ihe  assembly  to  whom  he  addressed 
if  its  purposes  be  not  lo  force  us  to  submission?—  himself,  and  the  audivory,  of  which  1  was  one 
Can  gentlemen  assign  any  other  possible  motive 


for  it?  Has  Great  Britain  any  enemy,  in  this  quar- 
ter of  the  world,  to  call  for  all  this  accumulation 
of  navies  and  armies?  No,  sir,  she  has  none.  They 
are  meant  for  U!>:  they  can  be  meant  for  no  other. 
They  are  sent  over,  to  bind  and  rivet  upon  us  those 
chains,  which  the  British  ministry  have  been  so 
long  forging.     And  what  have  we  to  oppose  to 

them?     Shall  we  try  argument? Sir,  we  have 

been  trying  that,  for  the  last  ten  years.  Have  we 
any  thing  new  to  offer  upon  the  subject?  Nothing. 
We  have  held  the  subject  up  in  every  light  of 


"They  tell  us,  sir,"  continued  Mr.  Henry,  "that 
we  are  weak — unable  to  cope  with  so  formidable 
an  adversary. — But  when  shall  we  be  stronger?- 
Will  it  be  the  next  week  or  the  next  year?  Will 
it  be  when  we  are  totally  disarmed,  and  when  a 
British  guard  shall  be  stationed  in  every  house? 
Shall  we  gather  strength  by  irresolution  and  inac- 
tion?  Shall  we  acquire  the  means  of  effectual 
resistance,  by  lying  supinely  on  our  backs,  and 
hugging  the  delusive  phantom  of  hope,  until  our 
enemies  shall  have  bound  us  hand  and  fool?    Sir, 


vrhich  it  i<  c.p.bie:  but  it  ha.  been  »ll  in  v.in.-  ""^  "*  ™*  *'»''•  ''"'■'=  "'»•'« 'P^P"  "«  of  »»«<>« 
Shall  we  resort  to  entreaty  and  humble  supplica-  """"*  *''''*  '•"  ^"^  °^  """"  ""'^  P''*='*  '"  """ 
tion?  What  terms  .hall  we  find,  which  have  not  Po'^-Three  millions  of  people,  armed  in  the 
been  already  esbausted?  Let  us  not,  I  beseech  """'y  """  of  liberty,  and  in  such  a  country  as  that 
vou,sir,  deceive  ourselres  longer.    Sir.  we  have  *'"<=»•  we  possess,  are  invincible  by  any  force  which 


done  every  thing  that  could  be  done,  to  avert  the 
S-orm  which  is  now  coming  on.  We  have  petitioned 


our  enemy  can  send  against  us.     Besides,  sir,  we 
•Judge  Tucker. 
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sh*U  not  fight  our  battles  alone.  There  is  a  just 
<>od,  who  presides  over  the  destinies  of  nations, 
and  who  will  raise  up  friends  to  fight  our  battles 
lor  us.  The  battle,  sir,  is  not  to  the  strong  alone; 
h  is  to  the  vigilant,  the  active,  the  brave;  Besides, 
•ir,  we  have  no  election.  If  we  were  base  enough 
to  desire  it,  it  is  now  too  late  to  retire  from  the 
contest.  There  is  no  retreat,  but  in  submission 
and  slavery!  Our  chains  are  forged:  their  clank- 
ing may  be  heard  on  tlie  plains  of  Boston!  The  war 
is  enevitable;  and  let  it  come! !  I  repeat  it,  sir-^Lsr 
IT  coxa! ! ! 

''It  is  in  vain,  sir,  to  extenuate  the  matter:  Gen- 
tlemen may  cry,  "peace  peace;"  but  there  is  no 
peace;  the  war  is  actually  begun!  The  neat  gale 
that  sweeps  from  the  north  will  bring  to  our  ears 
the  clash  of  resounding  arms?  Our  brethren  are 
already  in  the  field!  Why  stand  we  here  idle? — 
^Vbat  is  it  that  gentlemen  wish?  What  would 
tliey  have?  Is  life  so  dear,  or  peace  so  sweet, 
as  to  be  purchased  at  the  price  of  chains  and 
slavery! ! !  Forbid  it,  Almighty  GoJ!  1  know  not 
what  course  others  may  take;  but,  as  for  me" 
\[cried  be,  with  both  his  arms  extended  aloft,  his 
brows  knit,  every  feature  marked  with  the  resolute 
purpose  of  his  soul,  and  bis  voice  swelled  to  its 
boldest  note  of  exclamation,)  **Givs  mi  liusbtv 


>» 


OB  61TB  MB  DEATB. 

He  took  his  seat.  No  murmur  of  applause  was 
lieard;  the  effect  was  too  deep.  After  the  trance 
of  a  moment,  several  members  were  seen  to  start 
from  their  scats.  l*he  cry  "to  arms,"  seemed  to 
quiver  on  every  lip,  and  gleam  from  every  eye! 


pendeoce  was  the  effect  of  ministerial  oppression 
and  not  the  result  of  a  pre-concerted  plan.— Tbo' 
intended  for  the  bosom  of  private  friendship,  those 
letters  may  legitimately  be  considered  m  convey- 
ing the  sentiments  of  the  whole  American  peopla 
at  that  time.  They  evince  tlie  reluctance  with 
which  a  separation  from  Great  Britain  was  contem- 
plated; and  do  away  the  kdea  held  out  by  some 
Bnglish  writers,  that  "independence  had  long  been 
meditated  by  the  leading  characteni  in  the  colo- 
nies, and  that  they  availed  themselves  of  the  ob- 
noxious acts  of  the  British  government  for  its  as- 
sertion." 

Thomas  Jefferson,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Wm.  Small, 
formerly  one  of  the  professors  of  William  and  Ma- 
ry, but  then  at  Birmingham,  in  England,  whei^  he 
successfully  applied  bis  extensive  scientific  know- 
ledge to  practical  improvements,  in  various  manu- 
factures, &c.  dated  May  7ih,  1775,  writes  as  fol- 
lows: 

'* Within  this  week,  we  have  received  the  unhap- 
py news  of  an  action  of  considerable  magpnltude  be- 
tween the  king's  troops  and  our  brethren  of  Bos-  ^ 
ton,  in  which  it  is  said  500  of  the  Cbrmer,  with 
the  earl  of  Percy,  were  sUin.  That  such  an  ac- 
tion has  happened  is  undoubted,  though,  perhaps,  ' 
the  circumsianoes  may  not  yet  have  reached  us 
witli  truth.  Th^  accident  has  cut  off  our  last 
hopes  of  reeonciliation,  and  a  phrenzy  of  revenge 
seems  to  have  seized  all  ranks  of  people.— It  ia  a 
lamentable  circumstance  that  the  only  mediatory 
power  acknowledged  by  both  parties,  instead  of 
leading  to  a  reconciliation  this  divided  people. 


Bichard  H.  Lee,  arose  and  supported  Mr.  Henry.  |  g,^^,^,,^  pursue  the  incendiary  purpose  of  still  blow 
but  even  his  melody  was  lost  amidst  the  agitation  ^ -^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  „  ^^ g„^  ^-^  constantly  doing 


of  that  ocea^,  wliich  the  master  spirit  of  the  storm 
had  lifted  on  high.  That  supernatural  voice  still 
sounded  in  their  ears,  and  shivered  along  their 
arteries.  They  heard  in  every  pause  the  cry  of 
Ubtfty  or  death.  They  became  imv>attent  of  speech. 
Their  souls  were  x>n  fire  for  action. 

The  measure  was  adopted;  and  Patrick  Henry, 
Uichard  U.  Lee,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Benjamin 
Uarriaon,  Lemuel  Uiddick,  George  Washington, 
Adam  Stevens,  Andrew  Lewis,  William  Christian, 
£dniund  Pendleton,  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  Isaac 
ZaAe,  esquires,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare the  plan  called  for  by  the  last  resolution. 


Letters  fratn  Thomas  Jefferson. 

From  the  Richmond  Comtnlev  of  ^ipril  6,  1816. 
Yhe  following  are  extracts  trom  letters  teoding 
topcove  that  the  American  declaralion  uf  incle 


in  every  speech,  and  public  declaration.    This  may, 
perhaps,  be  intended  to  intimidate  into  an  acqui- 
escence, but  the  effect  has  been  most  unfortu- 
nately otherwise.    A   little  knowledge  of  human 
nature,  and  attention  to  its   ordinary  workings, 
might  have  foreseen  th^t  the  spirits  of  the  people 
were  in  a  state,  in  which  they  were  more  likely  to 
be  provoked  than  frightened  by  haughty  deport- 
ment; and  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  irritation, 
proscription  of  individuals  has  been  substituted 
in  the  room  of  just  trial.    Can  it  be  believed  that 
a  grateful  people  will  suffer  those  to  be  consigned 
to  execution  wiiose  sole  crime  has  been  developing 
and  asserting  their  right?    Had  the  parliament  pos- 
sessed the  liberty  of  reflection,  they  would  have 
avoided  a  measure  as  impotent  as  it  was  inflamma- 
tory.   When  I  saw  lord  Chatham's  bill,  I  enter- 
tained high  hopes  that  a  awoQcilistioii  could  have 
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five  up,  every  thing  but  the  right  of  taation. 
Now,  the  truth  it  far  from  thu,  u  I  can  af&nn, 
and  put  ny  honor  to  the  assertion.  Their  coo- 
parlies  with  a  disposition  to  accommodate;  but  jtinuing  in  this  error,  may,  perhaps,  have  Tery  ill 
the  dignity  of  parliament,  it  seems,  can  brook  no  :  consequences.    The  congress  stated   the  lowest 


been  brought  about.  The  difference  between  his 
terms,  and  those  offered  by  our  congress,-  might 
have  been  accommodated,  if  entered  on  by  both 


terms  they  thoogfht  possible  to  be  accepted,  im 
order  to  convince  the  world  they  were  not  uarei- 
sonable.  They  gave  up  the  monopoly  and  regu- 
Ution  of  trade,  and  all  acts  passed  prior  to  l7Si, 
leaving  to  British  generosity  to  render  thetc^  at 
some  future  time,  as  easy  to  America  as  the  inte< 


opposition  to  its  power.  Strange,  that  a  set  of  men 
who  have  made  sale  of  their  virtue  to  the  minister, 
should  yet  talk  of  retaining  dignity!" 

Another  letter  from  the  same  gentleman  to  John 
Iljndolph,  the  former  attorney  general,  dated  Au 

gust  25th,  1775,  coQtains  the  annexed  passage:       L.^»„  ^rr"-- >-»  «  •»  •-        u    i    ••      i     •  i.       V7 
o  '         »  r       x>  'rests  of  Great  iSri tain  C3ula  a imit.     Iwishnofalss 

sense  of  honor,  no  ignorance  of  our  real  intentions, 
no  vain  hope  that  partial  concessions  of  right  will 
be   accepted,  may  induce  the  ministry  to  trifle 
with  accommodition  *iill  it  shall  be  put  even  out 
of  our  own  power  to  accommodate.    If,  indeed. 
Great  Britain,  disjoined  from  her  colonies,  be  a 
match  for  the  most  potent  nations  of  Eirope,  with 
the  colonies  thrown  into  their  scale,  they  may  go 
on  securely;  but  if  they  are  not  assured  of  this,  it 
would  be  certainly  unwise,  by  tx7ing  the  event  of 
another  campaign,  to  riik  our  accepting  a  fT>reiga 
aid,  which,  perhaps,  may  not  be  unattainable  but 
on  a  condition  of  everlasting  avulsion  from  Great 
Britain.    This  would  be  thought  a  hard  conditioa 
to  those  who  wish  for  re-union  with  the  parent 
country.  I  am  sincerely  one  of  those,  and  would  ra- 
ther be  in  dependence  on  Great  Britain,  properly  li- 
mited, than  on  any  nation  upon  earth,  or  than  on  no 


"1  am  sorry  the  situation  of  our  country  should 
render  it  not  eligible  to  you  to  remain  lonfrerin  it. 
I  hope  the  returning  wisdom  of  Great  Britain  will 
ere  long  put  an  end  to  the  unnatural  contest.  There 
may  be  people  to  whose  tempers  and  dispositions 
contention  may  be  pleasing,  and  who  may  therefore 
viih  a  continuance  of  confusion;  but  to  me,  it  is  of 
all  states  but  one,  the  most  horrid.  My  first  wish 
is  a  restoration  of  our  just  rights;  my  second  a  re- 
turn of  the  happy  period  when,  consistently  witli 
dfity,  I  msy  witlidraw  myself  toully  from  the  pub- 
lic eye,  and  pass  the  rest  of  my  dsys  in  domes- 
tic ease  and  tranquility,  banishing  every  desire  of 
afterwards  even  hearing  what  passes  in  the  world. 
Perhaps,  ardour  for  the  latter  adds  considerably 
to  the  warmth  of  th?  fo-mer  wish.  LfOuking  with 
fondness  towards  a  reconciliation  with  Great  Bri- 
tain,! cannot  help  hoping  you  may  be  able  to  con-{ 
tribute  towards  exoedititig  this  good  work,  i  !  nation;  but  1  am  one  of  those  too,  who  rather  thsa 
think  it  must  be  evident  to  yourself  that  the  minis- 1»"**"*»^  ^°  ^*»e  ""'^^^  o^  legislating  for  us,  assumed 
try  have  been  deceived  by  their  officers  on  this  |  **y  **^*  Briiish  pirliiment,  and  which  Ute  expcri- 
side  the  water,  who  (for  what  purposes  I  cannot  ^""*  ^"  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^'^^^^^^^^^^^  "«'•<^»•^^<w^^ 
tell)  have  constantly  represented  the  American  op-  lend  my  hand  to  sink  the  whole  island  in  the  ocean. 

position  as  that  of  a  small  faction,  in   which  the       *This  is  understoovl  lo  iiiive  alluded   lo  a  bill, 

body  of  the  people  took  little  part.     This  you  can  P""^  ^V  ^^»«  .^^"!^  ^^  1^^^*  at  their  preceding 
.   ^         .  -  .         ,    ,  .  session,  excepting  from  the  benefit  of  any  general 

inform  them,  of  your  own  knowledge,  to  be  untrue. ;  ^^^^^,^  ^j^jcij  ^-^^^.^  be  otfered,  certain  individuals 

They  have  taken  it  into  their  heads,  too,  that  we  !  by  name.     Mr.  Mo:itague»  then  agent  f  >r  the  house 

are  cowards,  and  shall  surrender  at  discretion  to  jof  burgesses  of  Vir^Mai.  (which  place  was  procur- 

jca  for  uim   by  tlis  interest  of  Peyion   Kandulpb, 
an  armed  force.     The  pist  and  future  operations  ;  speaker  of  the  house,  uiid  his  early  and  intimate 

of  the   war  must  confirm  or   undeceive  them  on   friend)  extracted  the  substance  of  the  bill,  and  the 

that  head.    I  wish  they  were  thoro-ighly  and  mi-    "»™!?  excepted,  and  enclosed  the  extraci  to  Pey- 

'  "    "^  lo:»  K-iadulpu.     Among  tlie  persons  excepted  were 

nutely  acquainted  with  every  circumstance  rela-   Hancock  and  one  or  both  Aiamsis,  as   notorious 

live  to  America,  as  it  exists  in  truth.     I  am  per-  leaders  of  the  opposition  in  Massac'.iuselts,  Patrick 


.suaded  they  would  go  far  towards  disposing  them 
to  reconciliation.  Even  those  in  parliament  who 
are  called  friends  to  America,  seem  to  know  no- 
thing of  our  real  determinations.  I  observe  they 
pronounced  in  the  last  parliament  thit  the  con- 
gress of  ir74  did  not  mean  to  insist  rigorously  on 
the  terms  they  held  out,  but  kept  something  in  re- 


Henry,  as  the  same  in  Virginia,  Peyton  Randolph, 
as  president  of  the  general  congrv:ss  at  Pfiiladel- 
pliia,  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  as  author  of  a  propo- 
sition to  the  conventijn  of  Vir.;i>iia  for  an  address 
to  the  king,  in  which  was  nuiataincd  thit  there 
was  in  right  no  link  of  union  between  England 
and  the  colonies  but  thai  of  the  same  king,  and 
iliat  neither  t!ie  parliament,  nor  any  other  fuoc- 
lionarj'  of  that  govcrnmeai.had  any  more  ri^hlto 
e.verci-ie  authority  over  the  coloaies,  than  over  ihc 


serve  to  give  up,  and  in  fact,  that  they  would  I  electorate  of  Hauuvcr,  &c. 
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Letters  from  Dr.  Franklin. 

We  offer  to  our  mdert  extract*  from  uaie  unpub- 
lUhed  letter*  of  Dr.  FrtnkUo,  which  nliy  bacon- 
siilcred  m  properly  belonginK  to  the  genenl 
■took  of  mlcriili  for  the  determinitiDii  of  hit 
'  chRraeteri  and  for  the  DRturd  hiitorj.  AVe  have 
added  to  them  an  extract  of  ■  letter  of  Silaa 
Dean^  in  rclttKtn  to  hlia,  cml^iiiif  an  )niere«t' 
in;  aneedote  which  we  h>*e  not  aem  in  print. 
The  letter  «F  Franklin  to  hii  wn,  on  the  Biihjecl 
ttftheataiiipact,  ta  toiportanltaa  i*.  Indeed,  al- 
noat  every  particular,  however  imalt,  connected 
witb  that  raeaaure — the  immediate  eanae  of  the 
molt  moiaentoui  and  exemplar;  of  political  rC' 
lalioM.  Jfat.  Oai. 

Retract  *fa  letter  fnm  Op.  FrankHa  M  H.  R.  mq. 
ffPUbukipiiia. 

Lo>BO»,  ra.  36, 1761. 

"Tou  tdl  me  yon  aometimci  vlait  the  ancient 
Junu.  I«iah  you  would  doit  ofteftcri  Iknov  thejr 
all  lo*c  and  reapeet  you,  and  regret  jour  abtenting 
yuurielf  «o  much — People  are  apt  to  grow  atrange 
■nd  not  anderatanil  one  another  ao  well,  when  thej 
nieet  but  leldom.  Since  we  have  held  that  elMb- 
till  we  are  grown  grey  together,  let  ui  hold  it  oui 
to  the  end.  Far  my  own  part,  I  find  1  love  com- 
pany, chat,  a  laugh,  a  glua,  and  ev^i  a  aong,  aa 
well  !ai  everi  and,  at  the  lame  time,  relith  better 
than  I  uaed  to  dn,  the  grave  obiervations  and  wi 
■cotancei  of  old  men'a  convercation.  So  that  1 1 
sore  the  Junto  will  be  itiU  at  agreeable  to  me 
it  ever  hat  been:  I  therefore  hope  it  will  not  be 
dtacaatinDed  a*  long  at  we  arc  able  to  enw)  toge- 
ther. 

TV  iJle  tame. 

Lo-tiHi*,  ^5  7,1765. 

M  wiah  you  would  eontinue  to  meet  the  Junto, 
DOtwithttaodlng  that  aome  etTectofourpublio  po- 
litical mitonderttandlnga  may  •ometime*  appear 
there-  Tit  now  perhqti  one  of  the  *ldeit  clubi, 
u  t  think  it  wat  formerly  one  of  the  Ae«(,  in  the 
king^  doninionsi  it  wtnlt  but  about  two  yean 
«f  Ibrty  tince  it  waa  titabliihcd:  we  loved  and 
atill  bve  one  another,  we  are  grown  grey  together, 
and  yet  it  it  too  early  to  part.  Let  ut  ttt  till  the 
evening  of  lifk  ia  tpenti  the  laat  houn  were  al- 
vaya  the  moat  joyouij  when  we  can  ttay  no  longer 
tit  time  enouf^h  then  to  hid  eaeh  othir  goodnight, 
■qurate,  and  go  quietly  to  bed." 

Tg  tht  tamt.  ^ 

LoBWMi,  Ffb.  7r,  1766. 
•1  received  yo'ic  kind  I*ttw  of  »otf.  S7lli;  yon 


t  conceive  how  much  good  the  cordial  aalu' 
tationt  of  an  old  fViend  do  to  the  heart  of  a  man  id 
far  from  home,  and  hearing  frequently  of  the  abute 
brown  on  Iii^n  in  bit  abienee  by  the  enemica  that 

arty  hit  raised  againtt  bin. 

"In  the  mean  lime  I  hope  I  have  done  even  thoM 
nemiei  tome  aerviee  in  our  late  itruggle  tor  Ame- 
ici.  Ic  bw  been  a  bard  one,  and  we  have  been  of- 
ten between  hope  and  deapairi  butnow  thediiy  be- 
gini  to  clear;  (be  miniitry  are  liied  tor  ui,and  we 
ibtiinecl  a  majoriiy  in  the  bouae  of  conunona 
for  repelling  the  itampact,  and  giving  ui  eate  in 
ivery  commercial  grievance.  Ood  grant  that  no 
lad  newa  of  further  eieetaea  in  America  may  arrive 
0  atrengthen  our  advcriariet  and  weaken  thtf' 
iind^af  ourfiiendi,  before  thit  good  work  ia  quite 
iampleleil. 

"Tlie  pariiiant  of  the  late  mlnittry  have  been 

Irongly  crying  out  rebellion,  and  calling  for  forc^ 

to  be  sent  igaioil  America.    The   coniequence 

ighl  hkve  been  terriblel    but  milder  meaauret 

have  pre VI Lied." 

trnci  of  a  lillffitm  Benjamin  FrankBn  u  hit  un 
mtUam  Franklin,  etq. 

LoaDOi,Ai.T.  9,  176J. 

'Mr,  Conpfr,  aecrctatyof  the  treatury.itourold 

acquainunce,  and  cxpreatei  a  hearty  friendihip  for 

both.     F.ncloiedl  tend  you  hit  billet  prupoting 

mike  me  acquainted  with  lord  Rockingham.    1 


1)1(1  a  long  audience  on  Wednesday  witb  lord 
Daclmouth.  He  waa  highly  recommended  to  ne 
by  lorda  Grantham  and  Heaboioogb,  at  a  young 
if  ■icellent  under* tanding,  ami  the  moat  amia- 
ble diapoiitioM.  Thty  teemed  extremely  intent 
■A  bringing  ut  together.  1  had  been  to  piy  my 
rspccta  la  bia  lordihip  on  hia  appointment  to  pre* 
ide  Bt  liie  board  of  trade;  but  during  the  aummir 
e  haa  been  mtich  out  of  town,  to  that  1  had  not, 
ill  now,  the  opportunity  of  converting  with  him. 
found  bim  illtheyaaid  of  Lim.  Heeven  eiceed- 
d  the  expectation!  they  had  raitod  in  nc.  If  he 
oniinue*  in  that  department,  I  fbretee  much  hap. 
linen  from  it  to  the  Amerieaa  afTain.  He  enquired 
kindly  after  >ou,  and  tpoke  of  yon  handaomely.  I 
gjive  it  him  ai  my  opinion,  that  the  general  exeeu- 
liori  of  the  atamp  act  wonld  b«  impracticable,  with- 
aut  occiaioning  more  mtachief  than  it  wat  worth, 
liy  totally  alienating  the  affection*  of  the  Ameri- 
cana, and  thereby  leatening  their  commerce.  I 
therefore  viihed  that  advantage  lalgbt  be  taken  of 
[the  addrcti    eipecttd  Ofcr,  (if  e 
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bopcd  it  would  be,  in  bumble  and  dutifUl  temiB)  to 
suspend  the  eiecution  of  the  act  for  a  term  of 
yetrt,  till  the  colonies  should  be  more  clear  of 
debt,  and  better  able  to  bear  it;  and  then  drop  it 
on  some  decent  pretence,  vithout  erer  bringing 
the  question  of  right  to  decision. 


ing  the  dominion,  than  aU  its  fbicea,  and  be  mndi 
cheaper. 

*'A  great  deal  more  I  said  on  our  Aaericn  tt' 
fairs;  too  much  to  write.  His  lordship  heard  all 
with  great  attention  and  patience.  As  to  the 
addrcM  eipected  from  the  congress,  he  doubted 


"And  I  strongly  recommended  either  a  thorough  some  difficulty  would  arise  about  receiving  it, 


anion  with  America,  or  that  government  here  would 
proceed  In  the  old  method  of  requisition,  by  which 


it  was  an  irregular  meeting,  unauthorised  by  aay 
American  constitution.  I  said,  I  hoped  govemmiH 


I  was  confident  more  would  be  obtained  in  the  here  would  not  be  too  nice  on  that  head;  that  sa 


way  of  voluntary  grant,  than  could  probably  be  got 
by  compulsory  taxes  laid  by  parliament.  I  stated 
that  particular  colonies  might  at  times  be  back- 
ward, but  at  otiier  times,  when  in  better  temper. 


address  of  the  whole  there  seemed  neceeeary*  their 
separate  petitions  last  year  being  rejected.  And 
to  refuse  hearing  complaints  and  redreaaing  griev* 
ances,  from  punctilios  about  form,  bad  always  as 


^ey  would  make  up  for  that  backwardness,  so  that  i  ill  effect,  and  gave  great  handle  to  those  turbolcnt, 


on  the  whole  it  would  be  nearly  equal:  That  to 

send  armies  and  fleets  to  enforce  the  act,  would 

not,  in  my  opinion,  answer  any  good  end:  That  the 

inhabitants  would  probably  take  ev^  method  to 

encourage  the  soldiers  to  desert,  to  which  the  high 

price  of  labor  would  contribute,  and  the  chance  of 

being  never  apprehended  in  so  extensive  a  country, 

where  the  want  of  hands,  as  well  as  the  desire  of 

wasting  the  strength  of  an  army  come  to  oppreas, 

would  incline  every  one  to  conceal  deserters,  so 

that  the  officers  would  probably  soon  be  left  alone: 

That  fleets,  indeed,  might  easily  obstruct  their 

trade,  but  withal  must  ruin  great  part  of  the  trade 

of  Britain;  as  the  properties  of  American  and  Bri- 

tish  or  London  merchants  were  mixed  in  the  same 

vessels,  snd  no  remittances  could  be  received  here;  ijcve  we  should  soon  hear  some  of  them  exculpat 


factious  spirits  who  are  ever  ready  to  blow  the 
coals  of  dissention.  He  thanked  me  politdj  fer 
the  visit  and  desired  to  see  me  often. 

'It  is  true  that  inconveniences  msy  arise  to  ge- 
vemment  here  by  a  repeal  of  the  act,  as  it  will  be 
deemed  a  tacit  giving  up  the  sovereignty  of  parlia- 
ment, and  yet  I  think  the  inconvemences  of  persists 
ing  much  greater,  as  I  have  said  above.  The  pre> 
aent  ministry  are  truly  perplexed  how  to  act  oa 
the  occaaion:  as,  if  they  relax,  th«r  predecessofs 
will  reproach  theai|  with  giving  op  the  honor, 
dignity,  and  power  of  their  nation;  And  yet  even 
they,  I  am  told,  think  they  have  carried  things  too 
far;  %%  that  if  it  were  indeed  true  that  I  had  planned 
the  act  (as  you  say  it  is  reported  with  you)  I  be- 


besides  the  danger,  by  mutual  violences;  excesses 
and  severities,  of  creating  a  deep  rooted  aversion 
between  the  two  countries,  and  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  a  future  total  separation. 

"1  added,  that,  notwithstanding  the  present  dis- 
contents, there  still  remained  so  much  respect  in 
America  for  this  country,  that  wisdom  would  do 
more  towards  reducing  things  to  order,  than  all 
uMr  forces,  and  that,  if  the  address  expected  from 
the  coHgress  of  the  colonies  should  be  unhappily 
such  as  could  not  be  made  the  foundation,  three 
or  four  wise  and  good  men,  personages  of  some 
rank  and  dignity,  should  be  sent  over  to  America, 
with  a  royal  commission  to  enquire  into  grievances, 
hear  complaints,  learn  the  true  state  of  affairs, 
giving  expectations  of  redress  where  they  found 
the  people  really  aggrieved,  and  endeavoring  to 


ing  themselves  by  saying  1  had  misled  them.    1 
need  not  tell  you,  that  1  had  not  the  least  concern 
in  it.    It  was  all  cut  and  dried,  and  every  resohe 
framed  at  the  treasury  ready  for  the  house,  before 
I  arrived  in  England,  or  knew  any  thing  of  the  mat- 
ter; so  that  if  they  had  given  me  a  pension  on  that 
account,  (as  is  said  by  some,)  it  would  have  bees 
very  dishonest  in  me  to  accept  it.  1  wish  an  enquiry 
was  made  of  the  Dutch  parsons  how  they  came 
by  the  letter  you  mention,  which  is  undoubetdly  a 
forgery,  as  not  only  there  were  no  such  facts,  but 
there  is  no  such  person  as  the  queen's  chaplain.  I 
think  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that,  though  the  stamp 
act  should  be  repealed,  some  mulct  or  punishment 
will  be  inflicted  on  the  colonies,  that  have  suffered 
the  houses  of  officers,  &c.  to  be  pulled  down^ 
especially  if  their  respective  assemblies  do  not 


convince  and  reclaim  them  by  reason,  where  they  i  *"™™*^''*^^*y  "**^*  reparation 
found  them  in  the  wrong:    That  such  an  instance 
of  the  considerateness,  moderation,  and  justice 
of  this  country  towards  its  remote  subjects  would 
contribute  more  towards  securing  and  perpetuat- 


Extract  9/ a  letter  from  Silas  Deane^  at  Pan'i,  rr- 
c  ipecting  Dr.  Franklin. 

"Gratitude,  as  well  as  justice,  to  that  truly  great 
man,  to  whose  friendship,  and  counsel,  I  owe  much. 
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3  say  on  this  occasion,  that  1  only 
uiow  that  the  rqiorts  of  his  enemies, 
>re,  are  directly  the  reverse  of  the 
ich  Dr.  Franklin  has  ever  sustained', 
i  now  most  eminently  supports.  It 
assure  to  reflect  on  the  honq|^  and 


f  stablishment  of  lasting  peace  and  union  with  ttic 
colonies:  but,  if  the  deep  rooted  prejudices  of  Ame- 
rica, and  the  necessity  of  preyenting  her  trade  from 
passing  into  foreign  channels,  must  keep  ua  still 
a  divided  people,  I  shall,  firom  every  private  as  well 
as  public  motive,  most  heartily  lament  that  this 


rrsally  paid  him  by  all  orders  of  peo-  is  not  the  moment  wherein  those  great  objects  of 


',  and  never  did  I  enjoy  greater  satis- 
in  being  the  spectator  of  the  public 
lim. 

ited  cause  being  to  be  heard  before 
nt  of  Paris,  and  the  house  and  street 
crowded  with  people,  on  the  appear- 
'ranklin,  way  was  made  for  him  in  the 
ful  manner,  and  he  passed  through  the 
le  seat  reserved  for  him,  amid  the 
of  the  people— an  honor  seldom  paid 
princes  of  the  blood. 

attended  the  operas  and  plays  similar 
paid  him,  and  I  confess  I  felt  a  joy 
lich  ./as  pure  and  honest,  though  not 
,  for  I  considered  it  an  honor  to  be 
an  American  and  his  acquaintance.  I 
express  tlie  grief  and  indignation  1 
g  such  a  character  represented  as  the 
iman  depravity  is  capable  of  exhibit* 
such  a  representation  should  be  made 


ericans. 


i> 


lANKLIX  AND  LORD  HOWE. 

Vks  one  of  the  commissioners  sent  out, 

>  fTrevent  the  revolution.    On  his  ar- 


my ambition  are  to  be  attainedt  and  that  I  am  to 
be  longer  deprived  of  an  opportunity  to  assure  you 
personally  of  the  regard  with  which  I  am^**  kc. 
Db.  Fraxklis  answered: 

<*I  received  safe  the  lettan  your  lordship  so 
kindly  forwarded  to  me,  and  beg  you  to  accept 
my  thanks. 

"The  official  despatehet,  to  whieb  jrou  refer  ne, 
contain  nothing  more  than  what  we  bad  seen  in 
the  act  of  parliament;  vix.  «Otfera  of  pardon  upon 
submission;**  which  I  am  sorry  to  find,  aa  it  must 
give  your  lordship  pain  to  be  tent  ao  fiir  oo  io 
hopeless  a  business. 

"Directing  pardons  to  be  oflTerad  to  the  colo- 
nies, who  are  the  very  parties  injured,  expresses 
indeed  that  opinion  of  our  ignorance,  baseness  and 
insensibility,  which  your  uninformed  and  proud  na- 
tion has  long  been  pleased  to  entertain  of  us;  but 
it  can  have  no  other  efl>ct  than  that  of  incrtasing 
our  resentments.  It  is  impossible  we  should  think 
of  submission  to  a  government  tbxt  has,  with  the 
most  wanton  barbarity  and  craelty,  burned  our 
defencelesa  towns  in  the  midst  of  winters  excited 
the  savages  to  massacre  our  peaceful  farmcrsy  and 
our  alaves  to  murder  their  masters;  and  b  even 


ddressed  the  following  note  to  Dr.  now  bringing  fortrgn  mercenaries  to  delage  our 


the  reply  of  the  latter  is  truly  a  mas- 


settlemenu  with  blood.    These  atrocious  injuriet 


Is  has  been  frequently  published,  but  have  extinguished  every  spark  of  affection  for  that 


as  if  we  could  not  dispense  with  its 
n  this  volume.] 
iOrd  Howe  f  Dr,  Franklin. 
my  worthy  friend,  permit  the  letters 
which  I  have  sent,  to  be  landed,  with- 
i  word  upon  the  subject  of  the  io- 
mities,  in  which  our  unhappy  disputes 
i  us. 

learn  the  nature  of  my  mission  from 


parent  country,  that  we  ofice  held  so  dear,  bat 

were  it  possible  for  us  to  forget  and  forgive  tbrait 

it  ia  not  possible  for  you,  I  mean  the  British  nation. 

to  forgive  the  people  you  have  ao  heavily  injured. 

You  can  never  confide  again  in  those,  as  fellow  sub* 

jects«  and  permit  them  to  enjoy  equal  freedoiB«  to 

whom  you  know  you  have  given  such  just  cauaea  of 

lasting  enmity^  and  thia  must  impel  yoa«  were  we 

again  under  your  government^  to  endeavor  to  break 

our  spirit  by  the  severest  tyranny,  and  obstructing 
wpatches,  which  1  have  recommend- ;t,y^yg^„^^„,i„yj^p,^^^^pp^^jng,^^g^,j 

rwarded  by  the  same  conveyance.- |  ^^  p^p^ily 

the  earneatness,  I  ever  expre^aed,  to 

"Your  lordship  mentions  ''the  king's  paternal 

solicitude  for  promoting  the  eatablisbment  of  last- 

ince  taught  to  expect,  the  most  flatter,  jing  peace  and  union  with  the  colonies.**    If,  by 

I 

proving  servicable  in  the  objects  of  i peace,  he  here  meant  a  pesce,  to  be  entered  into 
aternal  solicitude^  bf-f  ^  dbtinct  states,  now  aX  «%s,«  w^^  Va  ^av^vvv^ 


srences  accommodated,  I  shall  con- 
et  with  ihe  disposition  in  the  colonies, 
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h«8  giveo  your  lordtbip  powers  to  treat  with  us 
of  such  t  peace,  I  may  venture  to  say,  though  with- 
out authority,  that  I  think  a  treaty  for  that  pur- 
pose  not  quite  impracticable,  before  ve  enter  into 
foreign  alliances;  but  I  am  persuaded  you  have  no 
such  powers.*— Your  nation  thought,  by  puniabing 
those  American  governors,  who  have  fomented  the 
discordi  rebuilding  our  burnt  towns,  and  repairing, 
IS  Far  as  possible,  tne  mischiefs  done  us,  she  might 
recover  a  great  share  of  our  regard,  and  the  greatest 
share  of  our  growing  commerce,  with  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  that  additional  strength  to  be  derived 
from  a  friendship  with  us;  yet,  1  know  too  well  her 
abounding  pride  and  deficient  wisdom,  to  believe 
she  will  ever  take  such  salutary  mea^^s.    Her 
fondness  for  conquest,  as  a  warlike  nation;  her  lust 
of  dominion,  as  an  ambitious  cue;  and  her  thirst  for 
a  gainful  monopoly,  as  a  commercial  one,  none  of 
them  legitimate  causes  of  war,  will  join  to  bide 
from  her  eyea  every  view  of  her  true  interest,  and 
continually  goad  her  on,  in  these  ruinous  distant 
expeditions,  so  destructive  both  of  lives  and  of 
treasure,  that  they  must  prove  as  pemicioua  to  her 
in  the  end,  as  the  crusades  formerly  were  to  most 
of  the  nations  of  Europe. 


described  in  your  letter,  is  <*the  necessity  of  in- 
venting the  American  trade  frogs  passing  iMo 
foreign  channels."  To  me  it  seema  that  neitbcr 
the  obtaining  or  retaining  any  trade,  how  valuable 
soever,  is  an  object  for  which  men  may  jaatly  spill 
each  othei^s  blood;  that  the  true  and  sure  means 
of  eranding  and  securing  commerce  are  the  good- 
ness and  cheapness  of  commodities:  and  that  the 
profits  of  no  trade  can  ever  be  equal  to  tiic  es» 
pense  of  compelling  it,  and  holding  it  by  fleets 
and  armies.  I  consider  this  war  against  us»  there- 
fore, as  both  unjust  and  unwiset  and  I  am  per- 
suaded that  cool  and  dispassionate  posterity  will 
condemn  to  infamy  those  who  advised  it:  and  that 
even  auccess  will  not  save  from  some  degree  of 
dishonor  those  who  have  voluntarily  engaged  to 
conduct  it. 

*'I  know  your  great  motive  in  coming  hither 
was  the  hope  of  being  instrumental  in  a  reconeilia- 
tion;  and,  I  believe,  when  you  foul  that  to  be  im- 
possible, on  any  terms  given  you  to  propose,  yoo 
will  then  relinquish  so  odious  a  eommand,  aad 
return  to  a  more  honorable  private  statioo. 


*'I  have  not  the  vanity,  my  lord,  to  think  of 
intimidating  by  thus  predicting  the  effects  of  this 
war:  for  I  know  that  it  will,  in  England,  have  the 
fate  of  all  my  former  predictions,  not  to  be  believed 
till  the  event  shall  verify  it, 

"Long  did  I  endeavor,  with  unfeigned  and  un- 
wearied zeal,  to  preserve  from  breaking  that  fine 
and  noble  porcelain  vase,  the  British  empire:  for, 
I  knew  that,  being  once  broken,  the  separate  parts 
could  not  retain  even  their  share  of  the  strength 
and  value  that  existed  in  the  whole^  and  that  a 
perfect  re-union  of  those  parts  coMld  scarce  ever 
be  hoped  for.  Your  lordship  may  possibly  remem- 
ber the  tears  of  joy  that  wetted  my  cheek,  when, 
at  your  good  8ii»ter'8,  in  London,  you  once  gave 
me  expectations,  that  a  reconciliiition  might  take 
place.  I  had  the  misfortune  to  find  these  expecta- 
tions disappointed,  and  to  be  treated  as  the  cause 
of  the  mischief  1  was  laboring  to  prevent.  My 
consolation,  under  that  groundless  and  malevolent 
treatment,  was  that  I  retained  the  friendship  of 
many  wise  and  good  men  in  that  country,  and 
among  the  rest,  some  share  in  the  regard  of  lord 
Howe. 

**Thtt  well  founded  esteem,  and  permit  me  to 
say,  affection,  which  1  shall  always  have  for  your 
lordship,  make  it  painful  to  me  to  see  you  engaged 
In  conducting  a  wari  the  great  ground  of  which,  as 


*'With  the  greatest  and  most  sincere  respect  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,"  &c. 


DR.  FRANKLIN. 

PROM  THX  SOVTBiaa  PATRIOT. 

Introduction  of  Dr.  Franklin  into  tke  Freuekiumdemg, 
The  people  of  France  have,  on  various  occasions, 
evinced  that  they  partook  of  our  political  senti- 
ments and  feelings.  When  the  death  of  WashingtOQ 
was  announced,  Bonaparte  and  the  national  repre* 
sentatives  wore  mourning.    On  the  death  of  Frank- 
lin, the  national  assembly  put  on  the  emblems  of 
grief,  and  appointed  one  of  their  members.  Abbe 
Pauchet«  to  pronounce  his  eulogy;  the  place  in 
which  he  spoke  was  hung  with  black,  and  decorat- 
ed  with   the  most  expensive   devices.      In  the 
course  of  the  oration  the  orator  burst  forth  in  this 
apostrophe.    '<Thou  bright  luminary  of  fireedom, 
why  should  I  call  thee  greiit?  Grandeur  is  too  of^ea 
the  scourge  of  the  human  kind,  whose  felicity  thy 
goodness  was  ever  exerted  to  promote.     Tboa 
hast  been  the  benefactor  of  the  universe;  be  thy 
name  ever  revered.    May  it  he  the  comfort  of  the 
wretched,  tke  joy  of  the  free.    What  man  is  more 
entitled  to  our  gratitude?    It  was  not  sufficient  to 
control  the  lightning  of  Heaven,  and  to  avert  the 
fury  of  the  growling  tempest;  thou  hast  rendered 
unto  mankind  a  service  still  greater;  thou  extin- 
guishest  the  thunder  of  earthly  despots,  which  was 
ready  to  be  hurled  upon  Ibeir  trembling  subjects. 
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Hut  pleMvre  miut  it  have  beea  ta  thee  on  e 
»  percdve  otheri  profliing  bj  tby  prtcepti 
ay  cKwqile.      Witb  vhat  gNtUr  nptiire 
KM  now  coatcmpUcc  thy  own  diRutiMi  of  light; 
;  vU  iUumins  tbe  world,  tad  nui.  peroeiving  bi 
ktunl  ^gaiiy,  will  rtite  bU  loul  to  Huven  ui 
ow  to  BO  empire  but  that  which  i*  founded  a 
irta«  and  rcMoa.    I  btre  but  odc  wi*ta  to  utter: 
>»wi*h  dear  tomy  hcirti  ■  withilwaytcheriabed 
I  tb*  titluoUl  »nd  benCTolMt  ba«olB--surely 
•m  dn?*'  tone  favar  from  the  throQc  al  God, 
■ben  ultet*?  »  **>«  name  i/  F^ankUm.- 
I  beeoniog   fr>-'>  "^  <™r  become  aUn  wiicr 
nd  better— there  i*^  oo  o^^  neuu  of  deserving 

Mr.  Jefftmon,  in  » letter  i"^  Dr.  WilU.ro  Smilb, 
xpreMCi  Wnuelf,  "l  cin  teitify  tttt there  sppt.r. 
d  to  me  more  rentrttion  and  re*peet  uuched  to 
tie  whaneter  of  'Jr.  Franklin  in  France,  tliin  In 
hat  of  any  other  person  in  He  ;««e  country, 
ordgn  or  native.  1  bad  an  opporuinity  of  know- 
■K  partienlarly  how  far  theae  lentiments  were  iV'.i 
•J  the  foreign  arabaaiadori  and  miniitera  at  (he 
iourt  of  VerMiltea.  The  fibU  of  hia  capture  by 
be  Algerinei,  propaj^ted  hy  the  Engltth  ncwipi. 
^•rt,  excited  no  uneaaincai,  aa  it  waa  teen  at  once 
»bcadiah  cooked  uplopIeaaecertain»ideri;  but 
lathing  could  eiceed  the  anxiety  of  hia  diplomat! 
irethrea,  onaiubiequent  report  of  hii  death,  which 
iltfaoagh premature  bore •omemarka of  authenlicity. 
1  fowid  the  niniatera  of  France  eqtully  impresied 
with  hie  tatenta  and  integrity.  The  Count  dc 
Vergeanei,  particularly,  gare  me  repealed  and  un 
M|(ii*oMl  deanoatratioDa  of  hia  entire  confidence 

"When ha  left  Paaay,  it  leemed  a>  if  thevitlagi 
htd  loat  ita  Palriarob.  On  taking  leave  of  thi 
eiMrt,  which  he  did  by  letter,  the  king  ordered 
him  to  be  handaomcly  eotsplimenied,  and  furnUhed 
hia  with  a  litter  and  mulea  of  hii  own,  the  only 
Und  of  conveyance  the  itate  of  hit  health  could 
beer.  The  aucceaaioa  to  Dr.  Franklm  i 
of  France,  wai  an  Hcellcnt  tchool  of  biimiliiy  ti 
■e.  On  being  preaented  toanyonc,  aath< 
of  America,  the  common  place  queiiion 
you,  air,  who  replace  Ur.  Franklin^'  1  generally 
anawered,  "no  one  can  replace  him,  air^  I  am  ouly 
hia  tuco^nr." 

But  hia  introduction  into  the  academy, 
high  a  teatimonial  of  eaieem  as  one  great  people 
could  ofTer  another.  Aa  be  entered  iJ'Aleniben 
saluted  him  wilb  the  celebrated  line. 

Eriputi  calt/ulmen,  teeptrumvae  lyranni 


Condorcetthu*  deaeribea  this  grateful  and  m  emor- 
able  ceremonir-— At  tbia  aame  lime  Taria  boasted, 
also,  the  preieaeeof  the  celebrated  Franklin,  who, 
another  hemiaphere,  bad  been  the  apeatle  of 
philosophy  and  toleration.    Uke  Voltaire,  be  had 
often  employed  the  weapon  of  humour  which  cor- 
rects the  abauriUtie*  of  men,  and  had  diaplayed 
their  perverMeai  aa  a  folly  more  btal  but  alao 
worthy  of  pilj.    He  bad  joined  to  the  aeience  of 
metapbyaica  tbajpeniua  of  praoUoal  philosophy)  aa 
Voltaire,  ibat  of  poetry.    Franklin  had  delivered 
the  vait  coTitinent  of  America  from  the  yoke  of 
Burope,  and  I  was  eager  to  see  a  man  whoae  repuU' 
had  loiig  been  spread  over  both  worlda.^ 
Voluire,  although  he  had  loat  (be  habit  of  speak- 
ing English,  endeavored  to  support  the  oonveraa' 
ion  in  that  tangeage,  and  afterwaida  reaumiag  the 
'reneh,  be  asid,  'I  conid  not  reaiat  the  deaire  of 
speaking  the  language  of  Mr.  Franklin,  for  a  mo- 
The  American  philosopber  presented  hia 
grandson  lo  Voltaire,  witb  a  rcqueat  that  he  would 
i;iv(  bim  hia  benedictioo.    'God  and  liberty,'  aaid 
Votiaire,  'i.'  >*  the  only  benediction  which  can  be 
en  to  the  grandaon  of  Franklin.' 
'They  went  tugether  to  a  pnUie  aiserably  of 
:  Aca.''*Q>7  of  Science*,  and  tbo  public  at  the 
same  time  be?'*^  with  emotion  these  two  men, 
difTerent  qu.-*«"  "f  ^*  Kl""**'  «nerablo 
by  their  yeare,  their  gloiT;-  the  employment  of 
ife,  and  both  enjoying  the  .'^Buence  which 
they  had  eierciaed  over  the  age  in  wb'^  '^'f 
liTed.    Tbef  embraced  each  other  amidst  public 
acclamations,  and  it  waa  said  to  be  Solon   who 
embraced  Sophocle*.    But  the  French  SopbocUi 
bad  trampled  on  error  and  advanced  the  reign  f,f 
and  the  Solon,  of  Philadelphia,   havin|( 
placed  the  constitution   of  hb  country   on   the 
veabic  Ihandatioi)  of  the  right*  of  man,  had 
ur  of  seeing  bis  uncertain  Uw(,  even  during 
an  life,  open  the  way  to  tyranny,  and  prepar» 
rciletaror  hia  cotintry." 


Oase  of  Aagill. 

The  nUowiag  narrative  and  letter*  we  have  copied 
from  t lie  correspondence  of  baron  Grimm.  The 
baron  was  led  to  notice  it,  from  its  being  made  the 
ground  work  of  a  French  tragedy  called  ^bSr, 
by  Sauvigiif,  repretented  at  l>Bri*  in  January, 
trey.— flof.  DoLAdo- 

Yoii  can  w»lt  remember  the  general  interest 
which  sir  ——.  Aagill  inspired,  a  young  officer 
in  tbe  English  guards,  who  waa  made  prisoner  and 
coDdcnuied  to  death  by  the  Americans  in  ceqTia«,V 
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for  the  death  of  ctptmin  IIaddy»  who  was  hanged  i  but  on  human  nature.    The  object  on  wUdi  I  i^ 


by  order  of  capt.  Lippincott.  The  public  prints 
an  over  Europe  resounded  with  the  unhappy  ca- 
tastrophe, which  for  eight  months  impended  over 
the  life  of  this  young  officer.  The  extreme  grief 
of  his  mother,  the  sort  of  delirium  which  clouded 
the  mind  of  his  sister,  at  hearing  the  dreadful  fate 
which  menaced  the  life  of  her  brother,  interested 
crery  feeling  mind  in  the  f^te  of  that  unfortunate 
family.  The  general  curiosity  ip  regard  to  the 
crents  of  the  war,  yielded,  if  I  may  say  so,  to  the 
interest  which  young  A»gill  inspired,  and  the  first 
question  asked  of  all  resseU  that  arrived  from  any 
port  in  North  America,  was  always  an  enquiry  into 
the  fate  of  that  young  man.  It  is  known  that  As- 
gill  was  thrice  conducted  to  the  foot  of  the  gibbet, 
and  that  thrice  gen.  Washington,  who  could  not 
bring  himielf  to  commit  this  crime  of  policy  with- 
out a  great  struggle,  suspended  his  punishment: 
his  humanity  and  justice  made  him  hope  that  the 
English  general  would  deliver  oyer  to  him  the 
author  of  the  crime  which  Asgill  was  condemn-  niy  console  her  heart.    Let  your  aensibiOtfp  «r, 


plore  your  auistance  is  too  heart  rending  to  k 
dwelt  upon;  most  probably  the  public  report  of  il 
has  already  reached  you;  this  relierea  me  fim  til 
burden  of  so  mournful  a  duty.  My  son,  my  m^ 
son,  dear  to  me  as  he  is  braye,  amiable  as  he  is  k* 
loyed,  only  nineteen  years  of  age,  a  pritoper  ofWi 
in  consequence  of  the  oapitulation  of  York  To«\ 
is  at  present  confined  in  America  as  an  djeet  if 
reprisal.  Shall  the  innocent  suffer  the  fiatotf  thi 
guilty?  Figure  to  yourself,  sir,  the  sitMitiM  of  i 
family  in  these  circumstances.  Surrounded,  sn  1 1^ 
with  objects  of  distress,  bowed  down  by  flte  mi 
grief,  words  are  wanting  to  express  what  I  feel,  mi 
to  paint  such  a  scene  of  misefy;  my  hoaband,  gifSi 
oyer  by  his  physicians  some  hours  before  the  arri*  J 

▼al  of  this  news^  not  in  a  situation  to  be  '~' ' 

of  it;  my  daughter,  attacked  by  a  fbrer 
nied  by  delirium,  speaking  of  her  brother  hi 
of  distress,  and  wilhmit  an  interval  of 
less  it  be  to  listen  to  some  ciraiUBstanee 


ed  to  expiate.  Clinton,  either  ill  adyised,  or  in-  ptint  to  you  my  profound,  my  iaezpresrible  wMy, 
•ensible  to  the  fate  of  the  young  Asgill,  persisted  «nd  plead  in  my  fayon  a  word  from  yoo.  lb  ■ 
in  refusing  to  deliyer  up  the  barbarous  Lippincott.  ^^ce  from  beayen,  would  liberate  ua  from  denh- 
In  yatn  the  king  of  England,  at  whose  feet  this  tion,fh>m  the  last  degree  of  misflbrtune.  I  kM« 
unfortunate  family  fell  down,  had  giyen  orders  to  *><> ^  ^  K^-  Washington  reyeres  your  ehvKler. 
surrender  up  to  the  Amerkans  the  author  of  a  '^^^^  ^^^  only  that  you  wish  my  aon  reetoied  tali- 
crime  which  dishonored  the  EnglUh  naUon;  George  i  •^•^y-  ^^  h^  will  restore  him  ^o  hu  despeediiy 
IIL  was  not  obeyed.  In  vain  the  sUtes  of  Holland '  f*m*ly;  he  will  restore  him  to  happinese.  The  yi^ 
entrcaled  the  United  SUtes  of  America  the  par.:^"«  *"<*  courage  of  my  son  will  jusUfy  this  act  of 
don  of  the  unhappy  Asgill.  The  gibbet,  erected  clemency.  His  honor,  air,  led  him  to  America;  he 
in  front  of  his  prison,  did  not  cease  to  offer  to  his  j^**  *><»"  ^^  abundance,  to  independence,  and  to 
eyes  those  dreadful  preparatiycs  more  awful  than  I  ^*»«  happiest  prospects.  Permit  me  once  more  to 
death  iUclf  In  these  circumstances,  and  almost  I  '"treat  the  interference  of  your  high  influaicc  is 
reduced  to  despair,  the  mother  of  the  unfortunate  I ^*^o''  of  innocence,  and  in  the  cause  ofjustica 

and  humanity.    Despatch,  sir,  a  letter  from  FNflce 
to  general  Washington,  and  fiiyor  me  with  a  copy 


victim  bethought  herself  that  the  minister  of  a 
king  armed  against  her  own  nation  might  succeed 
in  obtaining  that  which  was  refused  to  her  king.  j®^»*  ^^^^  »*  "^y  **«  transmitted  from  hence.   I  fed 


Madame  Asgill  wrote  to  the  count  de  Vergennes 
a  letter,  tlie  eloquence  of  which,  independent  of 
of  oratoricil  forms,  is  that  of  all  people  and  all  lan- 


tbe  whole  weight  of  the  liberty  taken  in  present- 
ing this  request.  But  I  feel  confident,  whether 
granted  ur  not,  that  you  will  pity  the  distress  by 


guages,  because  it  deriyes  its  power  from  the  first!  "^^'^^  "'  "  suggested;  your  humanity  will  drops 
and  noblest  senUment  of  our  nature.  j  ^«*''  "P°"  °»y  f*"^*  »"^  *»^ot  it  out  forever. 

The  two  memorials  which  are  subjoined  merit  I     '*^*»y  ^*t  y^ewen  which  1  implore,  grant  thsl 
being  preserved  as  historical  monuments.  jyo"  ™*y  n«^«^  n««^  ^«  consolation  which  yott 

Letter  from  lady  AiffiU  tj  the  compte  de  Vergennes. \^^^^  *t »"  y^**'  P^wer  to  bestow  on 

"TuiaiVA  AsoiLL* 


"Sia^If  the  politeness  of  the  French  court  will 
permit  a  stranger  to  address  it,  it  cannot  be  doubt- 


It  was  to  this  letter  that  young  Asgill  owed  hii 


ed  but  that  she  who  unites  in  herself,  all  the  more) life  and  liberty.    His  mother  was  informed  almoit 


delicate  sensations  with  which  an  individual  can 
be  penetrated,  will  be  received  favorably  by  a  no- 
bleman, who  reflects  honor  not  only  on  his  nation, 


at  the  same  instant,  that  the  minister  of  the  kis( 
of  France  had  written  to  general  Washington  to 
procure  the  pardon  of  her  son,  and  that  his  re- 
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isl  lud  been  granted.  If  any  thing  can  con- 
*  an  idea  of  the  mournful  sentimenta  to  which 
I  parent  was  a  prey  during  eight  months,  it  it 
t  sentiment  which  her  gratitude  inspires  in  the 
tcr  addressed  to  the  count  de  Vergenncs,  on 
iring  she  owed  the  restoration  of  her  son  to  his 
erferenee;  the  greatest  talents  never  produced 
r  thing  more  noble  or  equally  aiTecting. 

Mful  Utter  9f  lady  AtgUl  to  compte  de  Ver^ennet, 
*Cxha»sJted  by  long  suffering,  orerpowered  by 
i  excess  of  oneipected  happmess,  confined  to  my 
1  by  weakness  and  langour,  bent  to  the  earth 
.  what  I  hare  undergone,  ray  sensibiUty  alone 
lid  npply  me  with  strength  sufficient  to  address 

■ 

^Condescend,  sir,  to  accept  this  feeble  effort  of 
r  gratitude.  It  has  been  laid  at  the  feet  of  the 
mighty;  and  believe  me,  it  has  been  presented 
th  thesame  sincerity  to  you,  sir,  and  to  your  illus- 
cws  sovereign;  by  their  august  and  salutary  in- 
rvention,  as  by  your  own,  a  son  is  restored  to  me, 
whom  my  life  wss  attached.  I  have  the  sweet 
Nirance,  that  my  vows  for  my  protectors  are 
aid  by  heaven,  to  whom  they  are  ardently  offer- 
.  Tes,  sir,  they  will  produce  their  effect  before 
e  dreadful  and  last  tribunal,  where  I  indulge  the 
pe  that  we  shall  both  appear  together;  you  to  re- 


AN  HONEST  JURY. 
The  refusal  of  certain  gentlemen,  returned  to 
serve  as  grand  jurors  for  Boston,  or  SufiTolk  coun- 
ty, in  1774,  being  frequently  alluded  to,  the  fol- 
lowing, which  shews'the  reasons  why  they  would 
not  be  impannelled,  becomes  highly  intereatiog: 

Coimly  tf  Svjfolkf  Bostoh,  Ati^.  30, 1774. 
We,  who  are  returned  by  the  several  towns  in 
this  county,  to  serve  as  grand  jurors  at  the  su- 
perior court  for  this  present  term,  being  actuated 
by  a  z^ous  regard  for  peace  and  good  order,  and 
a  sincere  desire  to  promote  justice,  righteousness 
and  good  government,  as  being  essential  to  the 
happiness  of  the  community,  would  now  most  glad- 
ly proceed  to  the  dischai:ge  of  the  important  duty 
required  in  that  department,  could  we  persuade  our- 
selves that,  by  doing  thus,  it  would  add  to  our  oWn 
reputation,  or  promote  the  welfare  of  our  country. 
But  when  we  consider  the  dangerous  inroads  that 
have  been  made  upon  our  civil  constitution,  the 
violent  attempts  now  making  to  alter  and  annul 
the  roost  essential  parts  of  our  charter,  g^ranted  hj 
the  most  solemn  faith  of  kings,  and  repeatedly  re- 
cognized by  British  kings  and  parliaments;  while 
we  seetheopen  and  avowed  design  of  establishing 
the  most  complete  system  of  despotism  in 'this 
province^  and  thereby  reducing  the  fireebom  inha- 
bitants thereof  to  the  most  abject  state  of  slavery 


ire  the  recompense  of  your  virtues;  myself,  that  •"** '»^^»?*5  "^^  ''"^  ourselves  necessarily  con 


my  aufTerings.  I  will  raise  my  voice  before 
at  Imposing  tribunaL  I  will  call  for  those  regis- 
rs,  in  which  your  humanity  will  be  found  record- 
L  I  will  pray  that  blessings  msy  be  showered 
I  jour  bead,  upon  him  who,  availing  himself  of 
e  noblest  privilege  received  from  God,  a  privi- 
|e  no  other  than  divine,  has  changed  misery  into 
ippiness,  has  withdrawn  the  sword  from  the  in- 
leent  head,  and  restored  the  worthiest  of  sons 

the  most  tender  and  unfortunate  of  mothers. 

^Condescend,  sir,  to  accept  the  just  tribute  of 
'a^tude  due  to  your  virtuous  sentiments.  Pre- 
rw  this  tribute,  and  may  it  go  down  to  your 
«terity  as  a  testimony  of  your  sublime  and  ezem- 
aty  beneficence  to  a  stranger,  whose  nation  was 
war  with  our  own,  but  whose  tender  affections 
id  not  been  destroyed  by  war.  May  this  tribute 
:ar  testimony  to  my  gratitude  long  after  the  hand 
at  cxprc;<ses  it,  with  the  heart,  which  at  this 
onie:u  o-.ily  viijratcs  wiih  the  vivacity  of  grateful 
utiir.cnts,  shfiUb^  1  educed  to  dusti  it  shsll  bear 
It  to  oflTer  yon  ull  the  respect  and  all  the  grati- 
Jewith  which  ills  peijcUr/ed. 

'^TunnssA  AssiLL.** 


strained  to  decline  being  impannelled,  for  reasons 
that  we  are  ready  to  offer  to  the  court,  if  permit- 
ed,  which  are  as  follows: 

Ist.  Because  Peter  Oliver,  esq.  who  sits  as  chief 
judge  of  this  court,  has  been  charged  with  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  by  the  late  honorable 
house  of  representatives,  the  grand  inquest  of  this 
province;  of  which  charge  he  has  never  been  le- 
gally acquitted,  but  has  been  declared  by  that 
house,  unqualified  to  act  as  judge  of  this  court. 

2d.  Because,  by  a  late  act  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment, for  altering  the  constitution  of  this  province, 
the  continuance  of  the  present  judges  of  this  court* 
as  well  as  the  appointment  of  others,  from  the  1st 
of  July  last,  is  made  to  depend  solely  on  the  king's 
pleasure,  vastly  different  from  the  tenure  of  the 
British  jud^^es;  and  as  we  apprehend  they  now 
hold  their  places,  only  in  consequence  of  that  act, 
all  the  judicial  proceedings  of  the  court  will  be 
ttken  as  concessions  to  the  validity  of  the  same,  to 
which  we  dare  not  assent. 

3d.  Because  three  of  the  judges,  being  the  major 
part  of  the  court,  namely,  the  said  Peter  Oliver, 
esq.  Foster  Hutchinson,  esq.  and  William  Browr.< 
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esq.  by  taking  the  otth  of  eounsellort  under  au- 
thority of  the  aforementioned  act,  are  (aa  we  are 
infbmied)  sworn  to  carry  into  execution  all  the 
late  grievous  acts  of  the  British  parliament,  among 
the  last  of  which,  is  one,  mi^e  ostcnsively  for  the 
impartial  administration  of  justice  in  this  province, 
but,  as  we  fear,  really  for  the  imponit}-  of  such 
persons  as  shall,  under  pretext  of  executing  those 
acts,  murder  any  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  which 
acts  appear  to  us  to  be  utterly  repugnant  to  erery 
idea  of  justice  and  common  humanity,  and  are 
justly  complained  of,  throughout  America,  as  high- 
ly injurious  and  oppressire  to  the  good  people  of 
this  province,  and  manifestly  destructive  of  their 
natural  as  well  as  constitutional  rights. 

4th.  Because  we  believe,  in  our  consciences,  that 
our  acting  in  concert  with  a  court  so  constituted, 
and  under  such  circumstances,  would  be  so  far  be- 
traying the  just  and  sacred  rights  of  our  native 
land,  which  were  not  the  gift  of  kings,  but  were 
purchased  aolely  with  the  toil,  the  blood,  and  trea- 
eure,  of  our  worthy  and  revered  ancestors,  and 
which  we  look  upon  ourselves  under  the  most  sa- 
cred obligations  to  maintain,  and  to  transmit  the 
same,  whole  and  entire  to  our  posterity. 

Therefore,  we,  the  subscribers,  unanimously  de- 
cline serving  as  grand  jurors  at  this  court 

William  Thompson     Peter  Boyer 


Joseph  Willet 
Paul  Revere 
Robert  Williams 
.Times  I  vers 
Joseph  Fool 
Lemuel  Kollock 
Nicholas  Cooke,  jr. 
William  Bullard 
Moses  Richardson 
Abraham  Wheeler 


Thomas  Crafts,  jr. 
Joseph  Hall 
Henry  Plimpton, 
Jonathan  Day 
Nathaniel  Beecher 
Ebenezer  Hancock 
Joseph  Jones 
Thomas  Pratt 
Abijah  Upham 
Samuel  Hobart. 


'*Tas  BISTORT  op  JoHv  Bull's  caiLnaair." 
;;We  find  the  following  in  ihe  "Maryland  Oazette," 
of  August,  1776,  into  which  it  was  copied  from 
the  "London  Chronicle."  Those  who  have  read 
the  history  of  the  '^Foresters,*'  will  easily  take 
up  the  idea,  that  the  design  of  one  of  those  ar- 
ticles may  have  been  copied  from  the  other.  We 
have  followed  the  copy,  as  it  was  printed  at  the 
time.  It  will  amuse  those  who  know  enough  of 
history  to  understand  it,  and  perhaps,  provoke 
some  to  read  that  they  may  understand.] 

I,  sir  Humphry  Polesworth,  who  formerly  gave 
the  world  a  true  and  faithful  account  of  John  Bull, 


and  of  his  mother,  and  hi*  sister,  and  ^nves,  ^ 
his  aervanu,  now  write  the  hiitory  of  hb  ckMni^ 
and  bow  they  were  got,  and  how  tbcy  wen  •!» 
cated,  and  what  befel  them.  Courteoot  mtefif 
thou  haat  any  corkMlty  to  know  these  thii^  mi 
the  following  chaptera  and  learn. 

Chap.  L  Of  aeven  natural  children,  whidh  Jiib 
Bull  had  in  his  younger  daya  by  Doll  Stert^m^ 
hia  mother'a  maid;  namely,  three  boys,  Jobay  jw. 
or  Master  Jacky,  Yorky,  and  Jerrys  four  girk^  f^ 
nelope,  Mary,  Virgey,  and  Carolme.  How  the  flU  . 
lady  would  auffer  no  bastards  in  ber  fomilyi  mi 
how  the  poor  infanu  were  turned  adrift  on  the  M 
ponds  as  soon  bom;  how  they  landed  oo  the  vttU 
em  ahore,  and  were  there  nursed  by  a  wild  bcv,iB 
under  the  green  wood  tree. 

Chap.  11.  How  John  disowned  them,  tad  Itft 
them  to  get  over  the  children's  diaordera  the  bat 
way  they  could,  without  paying  a  forthiig  Ar 
nuraes,  or  apothecary's  bills;  and  how,  aa  loaa  ■ 
they  had  cut  their  eye  teeth,  and  were  able  to  walk 
alone,  John  claimed  them  for  hia  own. 

Chap.  IIL  How  maater  Jacky  turned  BahiiM 
and  abip-carpenter;  Yorky  and  Jerry  drove  a  grtit 
trade;  Mias  Penny  dealt  in  flour,  called  the  Maid 
of  the  Mill,  and  never  curteayed  to  any  body:  Hov 
Mary  and  Virgey  set  up  a  anufT-ahop,  and  Carofiac 
turned  dry-salter,  and  sold  indigo;  bow  they  sU 
flourbhed  exceedingly,  and  laid  out  ereij  ptuj 
they  earned  in  their  father'a  warehouse. 

Chap.  IV.  Of  two  children  more^  which  Jobs 
had  afterwards  in  lawful  wedlock,  vis.  a  boy  whick 
he  called  Georgey,  after  hia  great  patroi^  and  s 
girl,  which  he  called  Peg,  after  his  sister  Msxfi' 
ret;  how  he  crammed  them  with  sugar-plumbs, >nd 
how  they  remained  aickly,  ricketty  brats  at  thif 
day. 

Chap.  V.  How  young  Master  Baboon,  old  Looii' 
only  son,  fell  in  love  with  Miss  Virgey;  snd  hotf 
be  came  behind  with  intent  to  ravish  her;  how  ihe 
squealed  and  alarmed  her  dad. 

Chsp.  VI.  How  John  called  for  his  stickaodbli 
barge,  and  crossed  the  pond  to  save  bis  daagbter*i 
virtue;  how  young  Louis  gave  him  a  confbasde^ 
rap  on  his  fingers,  and  drove  him  back,  and  thes 
at  his  daughter  again. 

Chap.  VII.  How  her  brother  Jack  came  to  ber 
assistance,  and  threw  young  Louis  on  his  bscfc 
how  old  Louis  Baboon  flew  to  help  his  ton,  mi 
carried  lord  Strutt  along  with  him;  how  John  BsH 
returned  and  mustered  all  his  children  at  hia  bickr 
and  to  it  they  went. 
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.     Chap.  VIII.    How  they  bad  t  long  liwtle;  how,  they  cry, and  then  pinch  them  for  crying;  and  how 
John's  children  faved  their  old  dad  from  a  breken  George  antwered  and  ^aid  nothing. 
iiead,  and  helped  to  seiie  young  l^uit  and  tie  him; 


how  the  old  folka  agreed  to  leave  young  Lotti§  in 
«ust')dy,  and  drink  friends  themieWet;  and  how 
•Tohn  made  his  children  pay  a  ahare  of  the  reckon- 
-ing  without  giving  them  any  of  the  drink. 

Chap.  IX.  How  John  in  his  cups  bragged  of  hi^ 
exploits,  and  said  he  had  done  all  himself,  and 
his  children  nothing;  how  he  made  choice  of  fair 
JGeorge,  the  gentle  siiepherd,  for  his  house  stew- 
ard, because  he  could  tell,  without  the  book,  that 
two  and  three  made  five,  and  had  the  multiplication 
table  by  heart 

Chap.  X.  The  whole  stewardship  of  fair  George; 
how  he  neglected  to  protest  Louis  Baboon's  note 
of  hand  on  tlie  day  of  pkyment,releaaed  lord  Slrutt 
from  a  mortgage  on  his  manor  of  Eastland;  how  he 
took  an  aversion  to  cider,  and  would  allow  none  to 
be  drank  in  his  family;  how  he  rummaged  every 
iQ:m*s  chest  for  pen,  ink,  an-.!  paper,  and  obliged 
thoae  he  catdied  Writing  to  stand  a-top  of  the  ta- 
ble, with  a  wooden  neckcloth  under  their  chin, 
%vhileli€  counted  sixty  times  sixty;  and  how  this  is 
tidied  the  gentle  shepherd's  benefit  of  clergy  unto 
Uiiaday. 


Chap.  XI.  How  f«ir  George  took  an  antipathy  to 
John's  children,  because  he  said  they  put  nothing 
into  the  box  at  Christmas;  and  when  tliey  came  to 
pay  their  shop  accounts,  they  brouglit  in  their  mo- 
ney at  the  back  door;  how  he  advised  John  to  brand 
them  on  the  far  buttock,  as  they  do  stray  cattle, 
-  that  ^e  might  know  them  to  be  his  own. 

Chap.  Xll.  How  John's  children  rode  restiff,  and 
■wore  they  would  not  have  the  broad  K.  stamp!  on 
their  b-ck  a-des;  how  John,  in  heating  the  irons, 

burnt  bis  own  fingers  most  d 1y;  how  all  his 

■eigbbora  laughed,  and  fair  George  could  not  find 
htm  a  plaster. 

Chap.  Xni.  How  John,  in  a  passion,  kicked  f«ir 
George  down  stairs,  and  rung  up  other  servants; 
how  they  advised  him  to  consult  his  wife;  and  how 
Mrs.  Bull  bid  him  let  his  children  alone;  that,  tlio' 
bom  in  sin,  they  were  his  own  flesh  and  blood,  and 
needed  no  stamp  to  shew  it;  bow  John  took  her 
advice,  and  let  the  irons  cool  again;  and  how  some 
suspected  if  John's  fingers  had  not  smarted,  he 
Would  not  have  complied  so  soon. 

Chap.  XIV.  A  dialogue  on  education,  between 

fair  George  and  lame  Will;  how  Will  proved  it  to 

be  both  cruel  and  impoliiic  to  pinch  children  till 
41. 


Chap.  XV.  How  John,  by  means  of  his  new  ser«' 
vants,  became  beloved  of  his  children,  and  respect- 
ed by  bis  neighbors;  how  he  obliged  Louis  Baboon 
to  beat  down  the  wall  of  Eeclesdown  castle,  be* 
cause  it  overlooked  his  pond,  and  harbored  sea- 
gulls to  gobble  up  his  fish;  how  he  made  him  also 
pay  up  his  note  of  hand;  and  how  lord  Slrutt— 

But,  Mr,  Printer,  I  have  given  you  enough  to 
judge  of  the  general  plan  of  this  history.  Pray 
let  me  have  your  opinion  as  to  the  publication. 
My  notion  at  present  is,  to  send  it  abroad  in  six- 
penny numbers,  and  engage  the  country  carriers 
to  take  it  down;  it  may  pass  for  political  an  hun- 
dred miles  from  town. 

[The  following,  said  to  be  from  "a  late  London  pa- 
per," is  also  copied  from  the  ^'Maryland  Gazette** 
of  the  date  aforesaid.    It  was  a'ritten  to  ridicule 
the  idea  that  manufactures  could  be  carried  tftk 
in  America.] 


All  the  articles  of  news  lately  published,  that 
seem  improbable,  are  not  mere  inventions.     Some 
of  them  I  can  assure  you,  on  iUe  faith  of  a  traveller^ 
are  serious  truths.    And  here  give  me  leave  to  in- 
stance the  Various  numberless  accounts  the  news 
writers  have  given  us  (with  so  much  honest  zeal 
fur 'the  welfare  of  poor  ol  J  England!)  of  the  estab- 
lishing manufactures  in  the  colonies  to  the  preju- 
dice of  those  of  this  kingdom.    It  is  objr.^ted  by 
superficial  readers,  who  yet  pretend  to  some  know- 
ledge  of  those  countries,  that  such  establishments 
are  not  only  improbable  but  impossible;  for  that 
their  sheep  have  but  liitle  wool,  not  in  the  whoVe 
sufficient  for  a  pair  of  stockings  a  year  to  each  in- 
habitant; and  that,  from  the  universal  dearness  of 
labor  among  them,  the  working  of  iron  and  other 
materials,  except  in  some  few  coarse  instances,  is 
impracticable  to  any  advantage.    Dear  sir,  do  not 
let  us  sufl'er  ourselves  to  be  amused  with  auch 
groundless  objections.    The  very  TAILS  of  the 
American  sheep  are  so  laden  with  wool,  that  each 
has  a  cart  or  waggon,  on  four  little  wheels,  to  sup- 
port and  keep  it  from  trailing  on   the  ground. 
Would  they  caulk  their  ships?    Would  they  fiil 
their  beds?    Would  they  even  litter  their  horses 
with  wool,  if  it  was  not  both  plenty  and  cheap? 
And  what  signifies  doamess  uf  labor,  where  an  En*- 
glish  shilling  passes  for  five  and  twenty?    Their 
engaging  three  hundred  silk  throwsters  here   in 
one  week  for  New  York  was  treated  as  a  fable, 
because,  forsooth,  they  have  no  •iUc  there  to  throw. 
Those  who  made  this  objection,  perhaps^  did  ndt 
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by  congreik,  who  will  doubtless  give  all  tbe  ea. 
courag^ement  to  all  that  the  good  of  the  wkth  witt 
admit  of.  Some  talk  of  reauiaiiig  our  first  chaitcr, 
others  of  absolute  independency.  Our  cje  ii  Is 
the  congress— may  wisdom  direct  your  ercry  •Mfb 
You  will  see  that  our  governor  has  told  ■% 
tliat  the  refluing  snbmitMn  to  the  latt  aett  9fp^' 
Uament  it  general  thr^ughw'  ihe  prruineeg  andthit 
he  ahould  lay  the  tamt  before  hit  m^'etf jr.-  and  WKC 
that  1  have  received  satisfacdon  that  our  friends  Is 
government  are  convinced  tbejr  can't  carry  thcK 
acts  into  eflect;  and  are  witling,  if  possible,  to  k«p 


knuw,  thai,  at  the  same  time  the  agents  from  the 
king  of  Spain  were  at  Quebec  contracting  for  1000 
pieces  of  cannon,  to  be  msde  there  for  the  fortifi- 
cations of  Mcxicoi  with  25,000  axes  for  their  in- 
dustrious log wof»d  cutters,  and  at  New  York  en- 
gsging  an  annual  supply  of  warm  floor  carpets  for 
their  Wtrstlmlia  houses— other  agents  from  the  em- 
peror of  Cliiiia  were  at  3oston,in  New  England,  treat- 
ing about  the  exchange  of  raw  silk  for  wool,  to  be 
carried  on  in  Chinese  jonks  thro*  the  straits  of 
Magelbn.  And  yet  all  this  is  aa  certainly  true  as 
the  account,  aaid  to  he  from  Quebec,  in  the  papers 

of  last  week,  that  the  inhabitanU  of  Canada  are  I  matters  in  a  state  of  suspense  until  tLey  hear 
msking  preparations  for  a  cod  and  whale  fishery '  borne.  At  the  same  time  they  continue  to  eotrcMh 
thU  sumioer  in  the  upper  Ukes.  Ignorant  people  «nd  fortify  the  neck,  professedly,  and  I  beUere  red- 
may  object  that  the  upper  lakes  are  fresh,  and  that 
cod  and  whale  are  aalt  water  fiah:  But  let  them 
know,  sir,  that  cod,  like  other  fish,  when  attacked 
by  their  enemies,  fly  into  any  water  they  think  they 
can  be  safest  in;  that  whales,  when  they  have  a  mind 
to  eat  cod,  pursue  them  wherever  they  fly;  and 
that  the  grand  leap  of  the  whale  in  that  chace  up 
the  falls  of  Niagara  is  esteemed  by  all  who  have 
seen  it,  as  one  of  the  finest  spectacles  in  nature! — 
Iteally,  s-r,  the  world  is  grown  too  incredulous: 
I'endulum-ltke,  it  ia  ever  swinging  from  one  ex- 
treme to  another.  Formerly,  every  thing  printed 
was  believed,  because  it  was  in  print:  Now  things 
seem  to  be  disbelieved,  for  just  the  very  same  rea- 
son. Wise  men  wonder  at  the  present  growth  of 
infidelity!  They  should  have  considered,  when 
they  taught  people  to  doubt  the  authority  of  news- 
papers, and  the  truth  of  predictions  in  almanacks, 
thai  the  next  step  might  be  a  disbelief  in  the  well- 


ly  and  only,  for  self  defence.** 

Ff9m  Benjamin  Kent^  eaq.  to  the  aoaie,  dated 
Sept.  23,  1774.  [KxiracU.] 
*<Oar  enemies,  for  their  own  further  security,  • 
as  well  as  to  bring  the  town  into  the  most  oMiplctt 
dependence  on  the  navy  and  army,  spare  no  labor  or 
pains;  they  suffer  no  owner  of  powder*  to  take  a 
single  grain  out  of  the  town's  magaxine^aadthCR 
is  none  to  be  bought  in  the  town.  l*wo  or  Ihres 
days  ago,  after  the  men  of  war  bad  spiked  up  ov 
cannon  at  the  battery,  they  robbed  oa  of  aiz  good 
pieces  of  large  cannon,  as  we  were  carrying  tbea 
in  a  gondola  through  the  mill  pond  to  Water-town. 
They  take  and  keep  the  guns  and  cutlasses  ont  of 
carts  and  waggons  going  over  the  Nede;  and  no 
doubt,  if  they  thought  they  could  dissnn  the  town 
they  would  do  it  instantly.  [He  then  mentions 
that  their  friends  in  Connecticut  urged  them  to  act 
before  general  Gage  should  receive  the  additional 
vouchedaccountsof  ghosts  and  witches,  and  doubts  I  regiments  which  he  expected— but  that  the  pec- 


even  of  the  truth  of  the  A— n  creed. 

Ydur  humble  eervant, 

A  TSAVKLLBR. 


Correspondence  of  Mr.  Adams. 

The  editor  v/se»  favored  by  president  Adaxs  with 
a  large  bundle  of  letters,  written  to  him  by  dis- 
tintniUhed  persons,  in  the  years  1774,  1775,  and 
1776,  ard  som?  other  papers.  Such  have  been 
nelected  as  were  thought  necessary  to  shew  the 
feelings  of  those  days,  and  exhibit  the  character 
of  some  of  the  actors  in  them. 

JFVsm  J.  Palmer,  e»g.  dated  at  Boeton,  Sept.  14, 1774, 
to  John  Mame,  e»q.  at  Philadefphia.  [Extracts.] 
"The  spirit  of  liberty  ia  aoiazingly  increased,  so 
that  there  is  scarce  a  tory  and  hardly  a  neutral  to 
be  found  in  the  country.  This  province  seems  ripe 
for  a  more  popular  government,  if  not  restrained 


pie  of  Boston  *'would  not  undertake  any  thing  ma- 
terial before  they  heard  from  the  grand  council  of 
America,  which  we  hope  will  remain  forever."} 
He  then  expreaaes  a  wish  that  the  congreas  would 
consider  their  case,  and  says  '^we  are  not  suspi- 
cious that  it  can  possibly  be  disagreeable  to  the 
grand  congress  that  we  should  do  every  thing  is 
our  power  towards  our  defence;  but  to  lie  still  so 
long  as  in  sny  measure  to  disable  ua  to  secure  our- 
selves by  and  bye,  when  we  can  now  prevent  it, 
would  be  very  unwise,  and  it  may  be  fatal  to  the 
town."  "It  is  necessary  for  us,  as  far  as  ve  can,  to 
prepare  for  the  worst  that  can  happen;  that  we 
may  not  be  unhappily  surpriaed  when  the  wont 
shall  come.  Look  into  Europe  and  see  bow  ty- 
ranny flourishes;  snd  if  the  tyranta  will,  but  join 
their  forces,  in  a  little  time  not  one  free  state  will 
be  left  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic— >which 
GOO  forbid! 
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In  concluiion  heu)s — "Idomoit  heartily  hope 
Md  det ire,  the  body  of  representatives,  of  all  the 
oolonies,  may  have  eternity,  for  the  glory  of  GOD, 
md  the  happiness  of  the  American  world.  This  » 
the  pr.yer  of  the  faith  of  your  and  their  most  cor- 
dial hroiher  and  friend.** 

Trmm  John  Trumbullf  esq,  to  the  tame,  dated  Boston, 
Avg.  20, 1774.    [Extracts.] 

"In  the  county  of  Worcester,  the  people,  at  a  ge- 
neral meeting,  have  resolved  that  no  court  shall  be 
held  there,  according  to  the  new  regulation  of  ju* 
Hety  and  that  judge  Oliver  shnll  not  tuke  his  seat. 
XTpon  a  report  tiiat  a  regiment  would  be  sent  to 
protect  the  court,  they  declared  that  they  were 
ready  to  meet  it.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that 
no  violent  measures  will  be  taken,  till  the  sense  of 
the  whole  continent  is  known;  as  the  people  have 
great  dependence  upon  the  determinations  of  con- 
gress^and  expect  them  to  chalk  out  the  line  for 
their  conduct  As  to  the  soldiers  here,  they  are 
BO  more  feared  tlian  if  they  were  the  troops  of  LiU 
laput.  Indeed,  they  are  much  more  disposed  to 
flight  than  combat,  and  Itave  more  inclination  to 
desert  to  us  than  to  BgUt  us— above  two  hundred 
having  already  left  them.  To  put  a  stop  to  tliese 
frequent  desertions,  the  officers  are  obliged  to  treat 
then  with  great  severity — death  or  1000  lashes,  is 
the  only  choice  offered  to  those  who  are  retaken. 
There  is  a  humorous  story  told  about  town  of  one 
of  the  deserters,  though  I  cannot  say  it  is  abso- 
lutely to  be  depended  upon  as  fact:  a  soldier,  whose 
same  was  Patrick,  deserted  sometime  ago  and  set- 
tled in  a  country  town  at  same  distance,  and  there 
undertook  to  Struct  a  company  of  about  fif^y  men 
in  military  exercises.  A  serjeant  and  eight  men 
were  sent  to  apprehend  deserters,  got  intelligence 
of  him,  and  agreed  with  a  countryman,  for  a  couple 
of  guioeaSf  to  conduct  them  to  him.  Patrick,  it 
leemsy  was  at  that  time  exercising  bis  company; 
however,  being  called  by  the  serjeant  and  his  men, 
he  immediately  came  up  to  them.  The  serjeant 
demanded  what  he  did  there,  told  him  he  was  his 
prisoner,  and  ordered  him  to  return  and  join  his 
regiment.  Sir,  said  Patrick,  I  beg  your  pardon, 
hull  don't  think  it  possible  for  me  to  obey  you  at 
lireaent.  The  scrjeint  repeated  bis  orders  in  a 
very  peremptory  stile.  Patrick  still  assured  him 
of  the  great  improbsibllity  of  his  bsing  able  to  com- 
ply with  the  command;  but  told  him,  as  it  was  not 
absolutely  certain,  he  would  see  what  could  be 
done  about  it.  You  must  know,  said  he,  that  we 
deteraine  every  thing  here  by  a  vote— and  turning 
to  his  comp4ny,  which  had  by  this  time  came  up^ 


— gentlemen,  says  he,  if  it  be  your  mind  that  ' 
should  leave  the  town  and  return  to  my  regiment, 
please  to  manifest  it.  Not  a  single  hand  appeared 
in  favor  of  the  motion,  lie  then  desired  that  those 
who  were  contrary-minded  should  manifest  it, 
which  passed  nem.  eon.  The  seijeant  and  his  men, 
finding  themselves  in  so  small  a  minority,  and  see- 
ing  it  in  vain  to  oppose  the  general  voice  of  the 
meeting,  were  abont  to  return  again  in  peace,  when 
one  or  two  of  his  men  were  desirous  to  have  it  put 
to  vote  whether  they  should  not  stay  also.  Patrick, 
as  moderator,  immediately  put  the  question,  which 
it  was  not  difficult  to  carry  in  such  an  assembly* 
and  the  serjeant,  knowing  it  vain  to  resist,  return- 
ed with  six  men  to  his  regiment. 

Richard  Craneh,  etq.  to  Mr,  Adam*^  dated  Booton-, 
Oct,  15,  1774.    [Extract.] 

*«I  hear  that  a  letter  from  one  P— «,  a  clergy, 
roan  in  Connecticut,  has  been  intercepted,  and  that 
an  attested  copy  of  it  is  now  before  our  congress. 
The  contents  of  it  arc  very  extraordinary—he  in- 
forms  the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  tliat  he 
has  received  advice  that  several  regiments  more 
from  England,  and  a  number  of  men  of  war,  are 
expected,  and  that  when  they  arrive,  hanging  roork 
will  6/f^t/t,.— and  that  those  only  will  be  safe  whose 
lintel*  and  door  pnoto  ohall  be  oprinkfed.  Our  minis- 
ters in  this  province  put  up  their  ardent  petitions 
in  public  for  the  direction  and  bletsing  of  heaven 
on  your  congress.** 

Dr,  Samuel  Cooper  to  Mr.  Adame,  dated  16lA  Oct. 

1774. 
"Having  jtist  been  informed  that  Mr.  Tudor  is 
going  to  Philadelphia,  I  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  you  for  the  obliging  lavor  of  your  letter  of 
29th  September.  The  straggle,  as  you  jnatly  ob* 
serve,  between  fleets  and  armies  and  commercial 
regulations,  must  be  very  unequal}  We  hope,  how* 
ever,  the  congress  will  carry  this  mode  of  defence  as 
far  as  it  will  go,  and  endeavor  to  render  it  as  earlj 
effectual  as  it  can  be,  since  the  operation  of  it  must 
necessarily  be  slow<»were  we  at  ease  we  would 
wait—but  being  first  seised  and  griped  by  the  mer* 
ciless  hand  of  power,  we  are  "nortured  even  to 
madness,**  and  yet,  perhaps,  no  people  would  give 
a  greater  example  of  patience  and  firmness,  could 
the  people  be  sure  of  the  approbation  and  counte- 
nance of  the  continent;  in  consolidating  th'/iiaelves 
in  the  best  manner  they  are  able,  they  should  tuve, 
they  say,  fresh  spirits  to  stistain  the  conflict.  Tlie 
report  of  an  uncommon  large  quantity  of  lii  itiah 
goods  sent  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  natii. 
rally  carries  our  thoughts  to  a  non-ooostimptlon-- 
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Kot.ling  could  more  thoroughly  embtrrasi  tbete 
selfish  importers,  and  none  ever  deserved  more 
such  •  punishment. 

Our  provinciftl  congress  is  assembled;  they  ad- 
journed from  Concord  to  Cambridge.  Among 
them  and  through  the  prvTvince  the  spirit  is  ar- 
dent. And  I  think  tlie  inhabitants  of  this  town 
are  distracted  to  remain  in  it  with  such  formidable 
fiirtifications  at  its  entrance.  Betides  the  regi- 
itfents  expected  from  the  southward  and  Canada, 
we  have  several  companies  from  Newfoundland,  of 
which  we  had  no  apprehension  until  they  arrived. 
The  lories  depend  tkat  the  admhiistration  will 
puih  their  point  with  all  the  force  that  they  can 
•spare,  and  this  I  think  we  ought  to  expect  and  take 
into  our  account. 

OCj^Several  of  the  volumes  of  the  Wssklt  Rb- 
oisTSB  are  enriched  by  the  correspondence  of  Mr. 
AoAirs.  His  letters  to  the  editor,  enclosing  his 
communications  to  Mr.  fVirt,  (the  elegant  author 
of  the  ''Sketches"  of  the  famous  Patrick  Henry ^  of 
Mrginia)  inserted  in  the  14th  vol.  page  257 ^et  teg. 
are  highly  interesting.  Mr.  Wirt  had  claimed  for 
Mr.  Henry  the  declaration  *' ws  must  fight/'  which 
Mr.  Adams  says  was  derived  from  a  letter  which 
he  himself  had  shewn  to  Mr.  Henr)*,  written  by 
major  Havley,  of  Northampton,  Mass.  in  1774.  The 
following,  as  eonneoted  with  this  subject,  cannot 
fail  of  exciting  the  most  pleasant  feelings  in  those 
who  delight  to  trace  the  first  dawnings  of  our  glo- 
rious revolution.  EorroB. 


stitution  or  form  of  government  enacted  for  «  by 
the  British  parliament.  It  is  evil  against  tigktr— 
utterly  intolerable  to  every  man  who  has  wBf  idea 
or  feeling  of  right  or  liberty. 

It  is  easy  to  demonstrate  that  the  rej^lation  act 
will  soon  annihilate  ever}*  thing  of  value  in  Um 
charter,  introduce  perfect  despotism,  and  render 
the  house  of  representatives  a  mere  form  and  mi- 
nisterial engine. 

It  is  rurw  or  never,  that  we  must  assert  our  liber- 
ty. Twenty  years  will  make  the  number  of  torictoa 
this  continent  equal  to  the  number  of  vhtgs.  Tkey 
who  shall  be  born  will  not  have  any  idea  of  a  free 
government. 

« 

It  will  necessarily  be  a  question,  whether  the 
new  government  of  this  province  shall  be  suffered 
to  take  place  at  all,— or  whether  it  shall  be 
diately  withstood  and  resisted? 


A  most  important  question  this*-!  humbljf 
ceive  it  not  best  forcibly  or  wholly  to  resist  it,  im- 
mediately. 

There  is  not  heat  eno^igh  yet  for  battle.  Con- 
stant, and  a  sor^  of  ne^tive  resistance  of  gtiveni- 
ment,  will  increase  the  heat  and  blow  the  fire. 
There  is  not  miliury  skill  enough.  That  is  im- 
proving, and  must  be  encouraged  and  improvedi 
but  will  daily  increase. 

Fight  we  must  finally,  unless  Britain  retreats. 

But  it  is  of  infinite  consequence  that  victory  be 


the  end  and  issue  of  hostilities.    If  we  get  to  fight- 
Extract  of  a  let  tei^  from  president  Adams  to  H,  Juliet, \  ing  before  necessary  dispositions  are  made  for  it^ 

we  shall  be  conquered,  and  all  will  be  lost  for* 
ever. 


dated  Quincy,  Feb.  5, 1819. 

••Dear  sir,— I  enclose  you  the  "broken  hints  to 

be  communicated  to  the  committee  of  coneress       «       ..  .     ,         •      <.  ... 

r    *!,    m»         u      .*    ..  L  T       u  »r     1  A  certain  clear  plan,  for  a  consUnt,  adequate ind 

for  the  Massachusetts,*'  by  major  Joseph  Hawley,  ...  ,     ^  ... 

_  ^^     .  '      ^       ''  ^  ■''I  lasting  supply  of  arms  and  military  stores,  must  be 

of  Northampton.  •  «     .     ,       ,  -  .,  .       ,«,.... 

I  devised  and  fully  contemplated.    Thu  is  the  mam 

Thh  is  the  ovigindl  paper  that  I  read  to  Patrick  thing.  This,  I  think,  ouglit  to  be  a  capital  branch 
Henry  in  the  fiiH  of  the  year  1774,  which  produced  of  the  business  of  conj^ress—* to  wit:  to  devise  and 
his  rapturous  burst  of  approbation,  and  solemn  as*  settle  such  a  plan;  at  least,  clearly  to  investigate 
severation  *•!  a»  of  that  bias's  mind."*  how  such  supplies  can  be  extensively  had  in  esse 

of  need.     While  this  is   eiTecting— to  wit:   while 

I  pray  you  to  send  it  back  to  me.  I  would  not  ex-  the  continent  is  providing  themselves  with  arms 
change  this  original  for  the  show  book  of  Harvard  |  and  military  stores,  and  establishing  a  method  for 
college,  and  printed  it  shall  be  at  my  own  expense  a  sure  and  unfailin^j  and  constant  supply,  I  con 
in  a  hand  hi  11." 


Broken  hints  to  be  communicated  to  the  committee  t^f 
cou^-ress  for  the  'Massachusetts. 

"We  must  fghtf  if  we  can't  otherwise  rid  our 
selves  of  British  taxation,  all  revenues,  and  the  con 

•Sec  Weekly  Register,  vol.  XIV,  page  2j8. 


ceive  we  had  best  to  negociate  with  Britain.  If 
she  will  cede  our  rights  and  restore  our  liberties, 
all  is  well— every  good  man  will  rejoice.-  if  she 
will  not  agree  to  relinquish  and  abolish  all  Ameri- 
can revenues,  under  every  pretence  and  name,  and 
all  pretensions  to  order  and  regulate  our  internal 
policy  and  constitution— then,  if  we  have  got  any 
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«ODttmnt  tnd  «ufiicient  supply  of  iiiilit»ry  stores* 
U  will  be  time  to  Uke  to  arms.  I  can't  quit  this 
liead— it  ought  to  be  immediately  and  most  sf- 
rtously  attended  to.  It  can't  be  any  other  thkn  mad 
aess  to  commence  hostilities  before  we  have  es- 
Ublished  resources  on  a  sure  plan  for  certain  and 
cfttctual  military  supplies.  Men,  in  that  case,  will 
act  be  wanting. 

But  what  considerate  man  will  ever  consent  to 
|)Uke  arms  and  go  to  wa^*,  where  he  has  no  reasona- 
ble assurance  but  that  all  must  be  given  over  and 
be  &11  a  prey  to  the  caemy,  for  want  of  military 
stores  and  ammunition,  in  a  few  weeks? 

Either  an  effectual  non-consumption  agreement 
or  resistince  of  the  new  government,  will  bring  on 
hostilities  very  soon. 

1.  As  to  a  non-consumption  agreement — it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  it  ouglit  to  be  taken  for  certain 
truth,  that  no  plan  of  importation  or  consumption 
of  tea,  British  goods  in  general,  or  enumerated  ar- 
ticles, which  is  to  rest  and  depend  on  the  virtue  of 
all  the  individuals,  will  succeed;  but  must  cer- 
tainty prove  abortive. 

• 

The  ministry  may  justly  call  such  a  plan  futile-^ 
fatite  it  will  turn  out.  A  plan  of  that  sort  may 
safely  rest  and  be  founded  on  the  virtue  of  the 
fliajority:  but  then  the  majority,  by  the  plan,  must 
be  directed  to  control  the  minority,  which  implies 
force.  The  plan,  therefore,  must  direct  and  pre- 
aeribe  how  that  force  shall  be  exercised. 

TlioBe,  again,  who  exercise  that  force,  under  the 
direction  and  by  order  of  the  majority,  roust  by 
that  majority  be  defended  and  indemnified. 

Dispositions  must  therefore  necessarily  be  made 
to  resist  or  overcome  that  force  which  will  be 
brought  against  you— >which  will  directly  produce 
and  bloodshed. 


From  thence  it  follows,  that  any  other  non-con- 
sumption or  non-importation  plan,  which  is  not 
perfectly  futile  and  ridiculous,  implies  hostilities 
and  war. 

%  As  to  the  resistance  of  the  new  government, 
that  also  implies  war:  for,  in  order  to  resist  and 
present  the  effect  of  the  new  government,  it  is  in- 
dispensably necessary  that  the  charter  government, 
or  some  other,  mtist  be  maintained— constitutional - 
Jy  exercised  and  supported. 

The  people  will  have  some  government  or  other 
— they  will  be  drawn  in  by  a  seeming  mild  and  just 


a^d  executive  justice  must  go  on  in  some  fbrm  or 
other,  and  we  may  depend  on  it  they  will; — there- 
fore the  new  government  will  take  effect  until  the 
old  i^  restored. 

The  old  cannot  be  restored  until  the  council 
take  oh  them  the  administration,  call  assemblies, 
constitute  courts,  make  sheriffs,  &e.  The  coun* 
cil  will  not  attempt  this  without  good  assurance  of 
protection.  This  protection  can't  be  given  with- 
out hostilities. 

Our  salvation  depends  upon  an  established  per- 
severing union  of  the  colonies. 

The  tools  of  administration  are  using  every  de- ' 
vice  and  effort  to  destroy  that  union,  and  they  will ' 
certainly  continue  so  to  do — 

Thereupon,  all  possible  devices  and  endeavors 
must  be  used  to  establish,  improve,  brighten  and 
maintain  such  union. 

Every  grievance  of  any  one  colony  must  blTheld 
and  considered  by  the  whole  as  a  grievance  to  the 
whole,  and  must  operate  on  the  whole  as  a  griev- 
ance  to  the  whole.  This  will  be  a  difBcult  matter 
to  effect:  but  it  must  be  done. 

Quere,  therefbre^whether  is  it  not  absolutely 
necessary  that  some  plan  be  settled  for  a  continua- 
tion of  confesses?— -But  here  we  must  be  aware' 
that  congresses  will  soon  be  declared  and  enacted 
by  parliament  to  be  high  treason. 

Is  the  India  company  to  be  compensated  or  not? 

If  to  be  compensaied-^each  colony  to  pay  the 
particular  damage  she  has  done,  or  is  an  average 
to  be  made  on  the  continent? 

The  destruction  of  the  tea  was  not  unjust^there- 
fore  to  what  good  purpose  is  the  tea  to  be  paid  for, 
unless  we  are  assured  that,  by  so  doing,  our  rights 
will  be  restored  and  peace  obtained? 

What  future  measures  is  the  continent  to  pre- 
serve with  regard  to  imported  dutied  tea,  whether 
it  comes  as  East  India  property  or  otherwise,  under 
the  pretence  and  lie  that  the  tea  is  imported  from 
Holland,  and  the  goods  imported  before  a  certain 
given  day?  Dutied  tea  will  be  imported  and  con- 
sumed—goods continue  to  be  imported — your  non- 
importation agreement  eluded,  rendered  contemp* 
tible  ai»d  ridiculous^-— unless  all  teas  mtd,  and 
all  goods,  are  taken  into  some  public  custody  which 
will  be  inviolably  faithful." 

[The  foregoing  is  a  literal  copy  of  %he  vcnera. 
ble  paper  before  me,  except  its  frequent  abbrevia. 
tions  of  the  and  thatf  with  the  addition  only  of  a 


admioiatration,  which  will  last  awhile;  legislation  *few  commas,  &c.  to  make  it  read.] 
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BATTLE  OP  LEXINGTON. 

Si'lcTtea,  Man.  16lh  Jime,  1819. 
Sti — Fnm  hiving  Utdjr  imd  tomt  notice  in 
the  piper*,  of  your  wiih  to  obtiin  tbe  HBtnei  a 
Iboie  vho  iteitroyed  tli*  te>  in  Boston  hirbor,  ii 
December,  1773,*  I  ww  led  to  believe  that  thi 
names  ofiboie  patriotic  citizeni,  who  fell  in  thi 
der?ncs  of  (heir  juit  pririleKOi  on  the  nintltmth  e/ 
Jlfiril,  IT'S,  might  be  tlio  acceptable  and  aa  wor- 
thy of  being  perpetuated.  As  they  were  the  first 
«ho  fell  in  the  rerotutionary  conteit — aa  they  fell 
aot  in  the  aet  oT  de*olaiing  an  ururfTendiog  coun- 
try and  in  multiplying  theraiieriea  of  th^  fellow 
men  to  gain  Uurcta— but  in  reaiiting  the  ravages 
of  an  inviding  enemy,  they  are  entiUed  to  gratcfut 
recollection,  to  hoDOrable  diitlnction.  1  liave,  ther«. 
Ibrc,  encloied  you  a  liit  of  the  nimea  of  thoae  who 
wae  killed  on  that  memorable  day.  It  baa  been 
prineiMlly  collected  from  a  nirrative  of  the  ex- 
eonioD  and  ravagn  of  the  ki-ig't  Iroopi,  under  the 
•  commuid  of  general  Gage  on  the  ^Ih  April,  177S, 
to  which  I  have  added  a  few  ootei,  which  arc  de- 
rived from  other  auiiienlic  aourcet. 

With  lentimeDU  of  reipect,  your  mort  obedient 
MTVant,  JOHN  FARMER. 

ASUaf  tie  pmiadaUwha  vert  kUItdia  Ihe  acHtn 

tfthe  I9lk  April,  1774, ami lA«<»»n»(#wSicArt*j 

ttiptcUvdg  btUnged. 

AcUn.  Cipi  Iiaac  Davis,  AbncrHoinan,  James 
Hayw^rd. 

Stitfird.    Capt.  Jonathan  Wil(on. 

Bnerty.    Mr.  Kynnim. 

Srookliae.     Iiaic  Gardncr.f  esq. 

Cambridge.  William  Mercy,  Moaea  RiehRrdaon, 
JoUn  Uicka,  Juaon  Buisell,  Jibez  Wyman  and  Jason 
IVinship. 

Cliarlctlo-an.    Jimea  Mi11er,4  Edward  Birber.l 

DaiiTieri.  lltnry  Jacoli*,  S  imuel  Cook,  Ebene- 
ser  Goldihwail,  George  Sou.tiwick,  Benjamin  Da- 
land,  iit'i.  Jutbam  Webb,  and  Perty  Putnam. 


*See  thK  letter  nf  president  Anixs  to  H.  Nilea, 
May  10,  law— WautT  KiciSTia  vol-  XV,  p.  alC. 

-t-lle  lia.!  v(ilu'i-e-re:l  his  !.^rvic  1,  and  was  killed 
on  ti.e  re  urn  of  tlie  trnopt  to  Ilos-.on.  He  was 
born  a  Ilrniiklinc,  9lh  Miv,  17^6,  and  graduated 
at  Hiirvinl  coUeife  in  174",  "In  liii  domestic, 
social,  r.ivil  and  rFlif^ious  capacity  he'  was  equally 
beloi-e'  md  rrspecled.  Tlie  melancholy  circum. 
•"i.ice  Dfliis  dcBib  excited  great  public  teniibilily 
M  well  Bi)irivuif  lamentation  and  regrei." 

Rer    Mr,  fierer's  Iliat.  UroaUine. 

Watcra  Miller  was  66  years  of  age. 

'   |A|;edIG,aonofc«pt  WiUiunBaTberofCharles- 

tswn. 


Dtdham.    Eliaa  Haven. 

XcMnfMn.  Jonas  Parker,  Ilobert  Monroe,  Jedi- 
diah  Monroe,  John  Raymond,  Samuel  Hadley,  J» 
nalban  Harrington,  jun.  Isiao  Muiiy,  Caleb  Kv- 
rington,  Nathaniel  Wyman,  and  John  Brown* 

Lfiat.  Abedn^o  Ramadell,  Daniel  Towbmi^ 
William  Flynt,  and  Thomaa  Hadley. 

Medftrd.    Henry  Putnam  and  Williaa  PoU^. 

JVetdhan.  Lieut.  John  Bacon,  Serguitt  EUiha 
Mill*,  Amot  Uilla,  Nathaniel  Chambcrhia,  JoOft- 
than  Parker. 

Saltm.    Benjamin  Pieice. 

Sudbufy.    Jotidi  Ikynet,t  Asahd  Beed. 

Watartvmn.    Joseph  Cooledge. 

tfobutn,    Asa  Parker  and  Danid  TfaompiaM. 

All  who  were  killed  belonged  to  Maauchivetti. 
The  Amerieant  had  49  killed 

S4  wounded 


87  ToUI. 
The  Britiah  laaa,jn  killed,  wotmded  ud  i^Mfaf 
«»273. 

With  r^ard  to  the  JiidEiina  wbo  dettmycd  tte 
tbreeeargoeaof  tea  tn  the  harbor  of  Ba■to«^IhftTB 
met  with  a  alight  notice  that  confiims  the  tcotaih 
of  president  Adami,  that  "they  were  bo  anVmmj 
Mobawka."  It  ia  in  the  Historical  Sketcfa  of 
Charlestown,  by  the  hon.  Joseph  Bartlell^  M.  D. 
in  which  he  says,  that  E.  N.  (giving  only  the  ini- 
tials) a  reapectable  inhahilant  of  that  town,  had 
repeatedly  informed  him  that  he  was  amoi^  tbe 
Inditaa  who  destroyed  the  tea.  .      i.  F. 

Tai"Moaii>K  IvLiiTt." 

Uanever,  X.  tl.  JtmeSi,  1819. 
Mr.  Mia— 

Sib— Seeing  a  notice  or  a  letter  addressed  to 
president  Adams  from  yoii,  i  take  the  liberty  of 
giving  you  tbe  informalioD,  in  part,  yo«  wish. 

My  father,  Anthony  Morse,  afterwarda  a  lieu- 
tenant during  the  revolutionary  war,  but  aince  de- 
eeaaed,  and  Mr-  Joseph  Uaby,  now  of  this  town, 
«ere  tliemoatacuve  in  deatrojing  the  tea  in  Boa- 
harbor.    Mr.  Roby  thinks  there  is  but  one  or 
>  noff  surviving  besides  himself. 
am,air,youra  with  esteem, 

LliWlS  H.  M.  :\H>BSr- 


is  erected  in  Lezineton  to  the 
memory  of  the  eight  lirat,  who  fell  on  the  mominK 
ofthel9;b. 

\Kr.  H*vr.es  was  an  officer  of  ttc  chrrch. 
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MH.  ADAMS  TO  GOVERNOR  BULLOCK. 

PaitADBLPnii,  Jultf  ly  1776. 
DsAR  siB^Two  days  ago  1  received  your  faVor 
of  May  l8t.->I  was  greatly  disappointed,  sir,  in 
the  information  you  gave  me,  that  you  should  be 
prevented  from  revisiting  Philadelphia.  1  bad 
flattered  myself  with  hopes  of  your  joining  us 
soon,  and  not  only  affording  us  the  additional 
strength  of  your  abilities  and  fortitude,  but  enjoy- 
^  ing  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a  temper  and  conduct 
here,  somewhat  more  agreeable  to  your  wishes, 
than  those  which  prevailed  when  you  were  here 
before.  But  I  have  since  been  informed,  that  your 
countrymen  have  done  themselves  the  justice  to 
|»l»ce  you  at  the  head  of  their  affairs»  a  station  in 
which  you  may  perhaps  render  more  essential 
•enrice  to  thcmi  and  to  Americftf  than  you  could 
here. 

I^ere  seems  to  have  been  a  great  change  In  the 
sentiments  of  the  colonies  since  you  left  us,  and 
I  hope  that  a  few  months  will  bring  us  all  to  the 
way  of  thinking. 


This  morning  is  asBigned  for  the  greatest  debate 
of  all-^A  declaration,  that  these  colonies  are  free 
mud  independent  states,  has  been  reported  by  a 
comoMttee,  appointed  some  weeks  ago  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  this  day,  or  to-morrow,  is  to  determine 
it*  fate.— May  Heaven  prosper  the  new  bom  re- 
public, and  make  it  more  glorious  than  any  former 
republics  have  been! 

The  small-pox  has  ruined  the  American  army  in 
Canada,  and  of  consequence  the  American  cause. 
A  series  of  disasters  has  happened  there,  partly 
owing  I  fear  to  the  indecision  at  Philadelphia,  and 
partly  to  the  mistakes  or  misconduct  of  our  oAcers 
in  that  department.  But  the  small-pox,  which  in- 
liected  every  man  we  aent  there,  completed  our 
ntio,  and  compelled  us  to  evacuate  that  important 
province.-- W«  must,  however,  regain  it  some  time 
or  other. 

^y  countrymen  have  been  more  successful  at 
tea,  in  driving  away  all  the  men  of  war  completely 
oot  of  Boston  harbor,  and  in  making  prixes  of  a 
g;reat  number  of  transports  and  other  vessels. 

We  tre  in  daily  expectation  of  an  armament  be- 
lore  NewYork,  wberc^  if  it  comes,  the  conflict 
WfOMX  be  bloody.  The  object  is  great  which  we 
have  in  view,  and  we  must  expect  a  great  expense 
of  blood  to  obtain  it.  But  we  should  always  re- 
flBcmber,  that  a  free  constitution  of  civil  govern- 
ment cannot  be  purchased  at  too  dear  a  rate,  as 


there  is  nothings  on  this  tide  the  new  Jemsalein^ 
of  equal  importance  to  maalund. 

It  is  a  cruel  reflectioni  that  a  little  more  wisdom, 
a  little  more  activity,  or  a  little  mooe  integrity, 
would  have  preserved  us  Canada,  and  enabled  ua 
to  support  this  trying  conflict,  at  a  leas  expense 
of  men  and  money.  But  irretrievable  miscarriagea 
ought  to  be  lamented  no  further,  than  to  enable 
and  stimulate  us  to  do  better  in  future. 

Tour  colleagues.  Hall  and  Gynn,  are  here  in 
good  health  and  apirits,  and  as  firm  as  you  yourself 
could  wish  them.  Present  my  compliments  to  Mr. 
Houston.  Tell  him,  the  colonies  will  have  repub- 
lics for  their  governments,  let  us  lawyers,  and  your* 
divine,  say  what  we  will. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and 

respect,  sir,  your  sincere  friend  and  most  humble 

servant, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

Nit  exeeUtnqi 
Archibald  BvHock,  et^.  o/  Georgia, 

MR.  ADAMS  TO  MR.  CHASfi. 

PttiLADiiPHiA,  July  1,  1776. 
Di4s  siB^Your  favor  by  the  post  this  morning 
gave  me  much  pleasure,  but  the  generous  and 
unanimotu  vote  of  your  convention  gave  me  much 
more.  It  was  brought  into  congress  this  morning, 
just  as  we  were  entering  on  the  great  debate.— 
That  debate  took  up  most  of  the  day,  but  it  was 
an  idle  mispense  of  time,  for  nothing  was  said,  but 
what  had  been  repeated  and  hackneyed,  in  that 
room,  before,  an  hundred  times,  for  six  montha 
past. 

In  the  committee  of  the  whole,  the  question  was 
carried  in  the  afltrmatlvc,  and  reported  to  the 
house. — A  colony  desired  it  to  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow,  when  it  will  pass  by  a  great  majority, 
perhaps  with  almost  unanimity^  yet  1  cannot  promise 
this,  because  one  or  two  gentlemen  may  possibly 
be  found,  who  will  vote  point  blank  against  the 
known  and  declared  sense  of  their  constituents. 
Maryland,  however,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  iufora 
you,  behaved  welL— Paca,  generously  and  nobly. 

Alas,  Canada!  we  have  found  misfortune  and  dit • 
grace  in  that  quarter— Evacuated  at  last— trans- 
ports arrived  at  Sandy-Hook,  from  whence  we  may 
expect  an  attack  in  a  short  time,  upon  New- York 
or  New-Jersey— and  our  army  not  so  strong  as  we 
could  wish.  The  militia  of  New-lersey  and  New 
England,  not  so  ready  as  they  ought  to  be. 

•Zubly. 
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The  Romans  mtde  A  •  fixed  rale  nerer  to  send 
or  receive  ambsssidors,  to  treat  of  peace  with 
their  enemieit  while  their  affairs  were  in  an  adverse  I 


addressed^  he  was  pleased  to  scod  me  a  copy  of 
it,  and  of  another  written  to  her  on  the  same  third 
of  Jul  J.    It  is  probable  that,  after  the  loss  of  «ch 


or  disastrous  situation.  There  was  a  {j^nerosity 
and  magnaoiaiity  in  this,  becoming^  freemen.  It 
flowed  from  that  temper  and  those  principles  which 
alone  can  preserve  the  freedom  of  a  people.  It 
is  a  pleasure  to  find  our  Americans  of  the  same 
temper.  It  is  a  good  symptom,  foreboding  a  good 
end. 

If  3rou  imagine  that  I  expect  this  declaratidn 
will  ward  off  calamities  from  this  country,  you 
are  mistaken.  A  bloody  conflict  we  are  destined 
to  endure.— This  has  been  my  opinion  from  the 
beginning.  You  will  certainly  remember  my  decid- 
ed opinion  was,  at  the  first  congress,  when  we  found 
that  we  could  not  agree  upon  an  immediate  non- 
exportation,  that  the  contest  could  not  be  settled 
without  bloodshed,  and  that  if  hostilities  should 
once  commence,  they  would  terminate  in  an  incura 
ble  animosity  between  the  two  countries.  £very 
politieal  event  since  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  has 
confirmed  me  in  this  op'nion. 


If  you  imsgine  that  I  fiatter  n^elf  with  happi- 
ness and  halcyon  days,  after  a  separation  from 
Great  Britain,  you  are  mistaken  again.  I  don':  ex- 
pect that  our  new  governments  will  be  so  quiet  as 
I  could  wish,  nor  that  happy  harmony,  confidence 
and  affection,  between  the  colonies,  that  every 
good  American  ought  to  study,  labor,  and  pray 
for,  fora  long  time.  But  freedom  is  a  counterbalance 
for  poverty,  discord,  and  war,  and  more.  It  is  your 
hard  lot  and  mine  to  be  called  into  life,  at  such  a 
liroe; — ^yet  even  these  times  have  their  pleasures. 

I  am  your  friend  and  servant, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
JMr,  Chate. 


a  companion,  a  review  of  their  epistolary  eorres- 
pondence  brought  to  his  recollection  the  enqniria 
I  had  made,  and  the  subsequent  conreraatieo^ 
though  years  had  elapsed.  These  letters  I  pre- 
sent to  the  public,  but  not  without  pennissios-, 
believing  that  they  will  be  read  with  much  interest 
on  the  forty.third  anniversary  of  the  grand  event 
which  they  announced. 

THOMAS  DAWES. 

Botton^  July  3,  1819. 

PHiLADBLPHra,  Juhf  3,  \77S. 
Your  favor  of  June  17,  dated  at  Plymouth,  ww 
banded  me  yesterday  by  the  post.  I  was  nock 
pleased  to  find  that  you  had  uken  a  journcj  to 
Plymouth  to  see  your  friendi,  in  the  long  abscact 
of  one  whom  you  may  wiah  to  see.  The  ezcur«oa 
will  be  an  amusement,  and  will  sehre  your  health. 
How  happy  would  it  have  made  me  to  have  takn 
thfo  journey  with  you! 


I  was  informed,  a  day  or  two  before  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  that  you  was  gone  to  Plymouth,  by 
Miss.  P.  who  jras  obliging  enough  to  inform  me,  in 
your  absence,  of  the  particulars  of  the  expeditioa 
to  the  Lower  Harbor,  against  the  men  of  war.— 
Her  narration  is  executed  with  a  preeiaioo  and 
perspicuity  which  would  have  become  the  pea  of 
an  accomplished  historian. 

I  am  very  glad  you  had  so  good  aa  opportunity 
of  seeing  one  of  our  little  American  men  of  war. 
Many  ideas,  new  to  you,  must  have  presented 
themselves  in  such  a  scene;  and  you  will  in  hiture 
better  understand  the  relations  of  a  sea  engage- 
ment. 


FXOM  ▲  LATK  BO8T0V  PlPSn. 

Two  Uttert  from  preti  dent  A  hams,  -kcniten,  one  in  ike 
morning,  the  other  in  tJie  evening,  of  tite  3d  July, 
1776. 

Mr.  Editor— Some  years  ago,  having  seen  in 
your  paper  a  brilliant  paragraph  from  a  letter  of 
the  hon.  John  A^ams  to  a  friend— not,  however, 
fpr  the  first  time,  it  having  appeared  before  on 
ipany  a  Fourth  of  July — I  was  curious  to  learn  from 
its  venerable  author  who  was  that  friend,  and  also 
such  anecdotes  concerning  the  subject  of  the  let 
ttr,  as  he  might  be  willing  to  communicate.    He 
gratified  my  curiosity,  with  his  accustomed  energy, 
on  a  transaction  in  which  he  had  taken  so  dis 
tinguished  a  part.    After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Adams, 


I  rejoice  extremely  in  Dr.  Bulfinch's  petition  for 
leave  to  open  an  Hospiul.  But  I  hope  the  busi- 
ness will  be  done  upon  a  larger  scale.  I  hope  that 
one  Hospital  will  be  licensed  in  every  county,  if  not 
in  every  town.  I  am  htppy  to  find  you  reaolved  to 
be  with  the  children  in  the  first  class.  Mr.  W.  and 
Mrs.  Q.  are  cleverly  through  inqoculation  in  thii 
city. 

I  have  one  favor  to  ask,  and  that  is,  that  in  your 
future  letters  you  would  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  all  those  you  may  receive  from  me,  and  mention 
their  dates;  by  this  means  1  shall  know  if  any  of 
mine  niiscarry. 

The  information  you  give  me  of  our  friend's  re- 
fusing his  appointment,  has  given  toe  much  pain. 
«e  accomplished  friend  to  whom  the  leUer  was  fgricf,  and  anxiety.    1  Relieve  1  shaU  be  obliged  U) 
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follow  his  eiatnple.  1  have  not  fortune  enough  to 
support  my  family,  and,  what  is  of  more  importance, 
to  support  the  dignity  of  that  exalted  station.*  It 
is  too  high  and  lifted  up  for  me,  who  delight  In 
nothing  so  much  as  retreat^  solitude,  silence,  and 
obscarity.  In  private  life,  no  one  has  a  right  to 
censure  me  for  following  my  own  inclinations  in 
Retirement,  in  simplicity,  and  frugality;  but  in  pub- 
lic life  every  roan  has  a  right  to  remark  as  he  pleases; 
at  least  he  thinks  so. 

Yesterday  the  greatest  question  was  decided 
which  ever  was  debated  in  America;  and  a  greater, 
perhaps,  never  was  or  will  be  decided  among  men. 
A  resolution  was  passed,  without  one  dissenting 
colony: 

^That  these  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right 
ought  to  be,  free  and  independent  ttatet;  and,  as 
free  and  independent  states,  they  have,  and  of 
right  ought  to  have,  full  power  to  make  war,<oon. 
elude  peace,  establish  commerce,  and  to  do  all 
other  acts  and  things  which  other  states  may  right- 
fully do." 

Ton  will  see,  in  a  few  days,  a  declaration,  setting 
forth  the  causes  which  have  impelled  us  to  thi4 
revolution,  and  the  reasons  which  will  justify  it 
in  the  sight  of  God  and  man.  A  plan  of  confedera- 
tion will  be  taken  up  in  a  few  days. 

When  I  look  back  to  the  year  1761,  and  recol- 
lect the  argument  concerning  writs  of  assistance, 
in  the  superior  court,  which  I  have  hitherto  con- 
sidered as  the  commencement  of  the  controversy 
between  Great  Britain  and  America,  and  run 
through  the  whole  period  from  that  time  to  this, 
and  recollect  the  series  of  political  events,  the 
chain  of  causes  and  effects,  I  am  surprised  at  the 
suddenness  as  well  as  greatness  of  this  revolution. 

Britain  has  been  filled  with  folly,  and  America 
ivith  wisdom;  at  least  this  is  my  judgment — time 
must  determine.  It  is  the  will  of  Heaven  that 
the  two  countries  should  be  sundered  forever.  It 
may  be  the  will  of  Heaven  that  America  shall  suf- 
fer calamities  still  more  wasting,  and  distresses 
still  more  dreadful.  If  this  is  to  be  the  case,  it 
will  have  this  good  effect  at  least,  it  will  inspire 
us  with  many  virtues  which  we  have  not,  and  cor. 
rect  many  errors,  follies,  and  vices,  which  threaten 

to  disturb,  dishonor,  and  destroy  us.    The  furnace 

~  -■       -  -        ■ 

*Office  of  chief  justice  of  the  superior  court  of 
Massachusetts,  to  which  Mr.  Adams  had  been 
appointed,  but  which  he  declined,  preferring  his 
seat  in  the  old  congress,  to  which  he  had  been 
re-elected.  T.  D. 
42. 


of  afRietion  prsftices  rendtment  in  states  as  well 
as  individuals.  And  the  new  governments  we  are 
assuming  in  every  psrt,  will  requh^  a  purification 
from  our  vices,  and  an  augmentation  of  our  virtues, 
or  they  will  bs  no  blessings.  The  people  will  have 
unbounded  power;  and  the  people  are  extremely 
addicted  to  corruption  and  venality,  as  well  as 

» 

the  great.    I  am  not  without  Apprehensions  from 

tliis  quarter;  but  I  must  submit  all  my  hopes  and 

fears  to  an  overruling  Providence,  in  which,  ttn« 

fkshionable  as  it  may  be,  I  firmly  believe. 

JOHN  ADAMd. 
Mas.  Adams. 

pBlL4BBLPRt4,  Jufy  3,  1776. 

Had  a  declaration  of  independence  been  made* 
seven  months  ago,  it  would  have  been  attended 
with  many  great  and  glorious  effects.  We  might, 
before  this  hour,  have  formed  alliances  with  foreign 
states.  We  should  have  mastered  Quebec,  and 
been  in  possession  of  Canada. 

You  will,  perhaps,  Wonder  how  such  a  declara- 
tion would  have  influenced  our*  affairs  in  Canada; 
but,  if  I  could  write  with  freedom,  I  could  easily 
convince  you  thtt  it  would,  and  explain  to  you  the 
manner  how.  Many  gentlemen  in  high  stations, 
and  of  great  influence,  have  been  duped,  by  the 
ministerial  bubble  of  commissioners,  to  treat;  and, 
in  real,  sincere  expectation  of  this  event,  which 
they  so  fondly  wished,  they  have  been  slow  and 
languid  in  promoting  measures  for  the  reduction 
of  that  province.  Others  there  are  in  the  colonies, 
who  really  wished  that'  our  enterprise  in  Caoadm 
would  be  defeatedi  that  the  colonies  might  be 
brought  into  danger  and  distress  between  two 
fires,  and  be  thus  induced  to  submit.  Others  really 
wished  to  defeat  the  expedition  to  Canada,  lest 
the  conquest  of  it  should  elevate  the  minds  of  the 
people  too  much  to  hearken  to  those  terms  of  re- 
conciliation which  they  believed  would  be  offered 
us.  These  jarring  views,  wishes,  and  designs,  oc- 
casioned an  opposition  to  many  salutary  measures 
witich  were  proposed  for  the  support  of  that  ex- 
pedition, and  caused  obstructions,  embarrassments, 
and  Mtudied  delays,  which  have  finally  lost  us  the 
province. 

All  these  eauses,  however,  in  conjunction,  would 
not  have  disappointed  us,  if  it  had  not  been  for  a 
misfortune  which  could  not  have  been  foreseen,  and 
perhaps  could  not  have  been  prevented— I  mean' 
the  prevalence  of  the  small-pox  among  our  troops. 
This  fatal  pestilence  completed  our  destruction.  It 
is  a  frown  of  Providence  tipon  us,  which  we  ought 
to  Ujy  to  heart. 
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But,  OD  the  other  hanj^^edeUn^  this  fteclan-j  An  cxtnet  of  oue  of  them  hit  been  publitheA  m 


tioD  to  tUs  time  hu  many  great  adnnteget  at 
teodhig  it.  The-  hopes  of  rcconciliatioat  which 
were  fbndljr  entertained  by  moltitodca  of  honest 
and  well  meaning,  though  ahort-sighted  and  mis- 
taken people^  hare  been  gradoally*  and  at  last 
total^t  extinguished.  Time  haa  been  given  for 
the  whole  people  maturely  to  conaider  the  great 
question  of  independence,  and  to  ripen  their  judg* 
■Mnt»  diaaipate  their  fears,  and  allure  tlieir  hopes, 
by  disriitsing  it  in  newspapers  and  pamphlets— 
by  debating  it  in  assemblies,  conventions,'  com- 
mittees of  safety  and  inspection— in  town  snd 
eoonty  meetings,  as  well  as  in  priTate  conversa- 
tionat  ao  that  the  whole  people,  in  erery  colony. 
have  now  adopted  it  as  their  own  act.    Thia  will 


the  newspapers.  Once  on  a  time,  upon  my  eiony 
field  hill,  you  interrogated  me  ooaecming  that 
extract,  in  so  particular  a  manner,  t^at  I  IhoagftI 
you  felt  a  tincture  of  pyrrhonism  conemdng  ila 
tuthenttcity.  If  you  have  stiH  any  doubCa^  I  will 
show  you  the  original  letters,  in  my  hsad  wrttii^ 
whenever  you  will  do  me  the  honor  of  n  Tisit  to 
Quincy.  In  those  days,  my  principal  cofreapomkai 
was  my  wife,  who  was^  then  surronndcd  1^  maay 
of  the  principal  politicians  of  the  age^  nnch  as 
general  James  Warren,  of  Plymouth,  asd  Ida  Inly; 
Dr.  Cotton  Tufts,  of  Weymouth;  my  brother  Bieh- 
ard  Cranch,  of  Braintree,  and  gen.  Joaeph  Palmer,  of 
Germantown,  and  many  others,  who  wereconntantly 
enquiring  of  her  the  news  from  congress.    What- 


cement  the  union,  and  avoid  those  heats,  and  per-  ever  related  merely  to  public  afiWn»  abe  rend  to 
hapa  convulsions,  which  might  have  been  occaaion- 
cd  by  such  a  declaration  six  months  ago. 


But  the  day  is  past  The  second  day  of  July, 
1770^  will  be  a  memorable  epocba  in  the  history 
of  America.  1  am  apt  to  believe  that  it  will  be 
celebrated  by  succeeding  generations,  aa  the  great 
Anniveratry  Festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorat- 
ed, as  the  day  of  deliverance,  by  aolemn  acta  of 
devotion  to  God  Almighty.  It  ought  to  be  solem* 
DJied  with  pomp,  shews,  games,  sports,  guns,  bells, 
bon-lires  and  illuminations,  from  one  end  of  the 
oootinent  to  the  other,  from  this  time  forward  for- 
ever. 


them,  or  auffered  them  to  read. 

I  am,  air,  with  perfect  esteem  and  ainccre  aflw- 

tion,  your  friend  and  humble  aervant, 

JOHN  ADAin. 
Judge  DAWia. 

COL.  LEDTARD-NBW  LONDON,  te. 
urram  to  tbb  anrron. 
Jir.  JVi^.— The  followiiig  scrap  of  Urtoiy  h 
recorded  on  a  head  stone  at  the  grave  of  coknd 
LxoTAnn,  half  a  mile  S.  E.  of  Fort  Grhwold^  or 
Groton,  Con.  aa  a  public  monument  of  the  oharae- 
ter  of  the  cause,  the  acton  and  the  act.  Col.  Led- 
yard  was  run  through  ^nth  Mm   9-an  tw^rdf   by  a 


You  will  think  me  transported  with  enthusiasm;  ^"''^''^  ^'*^"*'*  ^  '*''^*'"  '**  '^^'^  Murreni^td  it.  amd 


but  1  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of  the  toil,  and 
blood,  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  us  to  main, 
tain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend  these 
sutea.  Yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory;  I  can  aee  that  the  end  is 
more  than  worth  all  the  means,  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  1  may  rue,  which 
I  hope  we  ahall  not. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Mas.  Adams. 

The  following  letter  was  not  intended  for  pub- 


mott  of  the  garriton  were  murdered  after  thsy  had 
grounded  their  urma.  Those  who  survived  saved 
themselves  by  embracing  the  Britiah  saoWera  in 
such  a  manner  that  they  could  not  bayonet  them. 
The  wounded  were  put  into  a  waggon  and  pre- 
cipitated down  the  steep  hill  which  elevates  the 
fort  above  the  river. 

SACRllJ  TO  TUS  xBxoar 
OP 

%VILUAM  LEDYARD,  esq. 
*'Colonel  commandant  of  the  garrisoned  poets  of 
*<  New  London  and  Groton,  vho,  after  a  gallant  de- 


lication,  but  we  cannot  resist  a  desire  ^t  fcel-for  "  fence,  i^m,  -mith  a  large  part  of  the  brave  gmritm^ 
reasons  which  will  be  obvious  to  the  reader— to 
record  the  document  in  our  files;  and  apologize  to 
our  fellow-citizena  for  the  liberty  4t  have  taken. 

QuivcT,  February  16,  1819. 
Bcspeeted  and  beloved  judge  Dawes: 

Inclosed  are  copiea  of  two  letters  written  by 
me  to  my  wife,  one  in  the  mom'uig,  the  other  in  J"  the  pattern  of  magnanimity,  courtesy  and  bommii- 
the  evenmg  of  the  3d  July,  1376,  the  day  after  « tyt  He  fell  the  victim  uogenerouf  of  rage  and 
the  vote  of  Independence  was  pasted  in  congress.  **  croelty!** 


*'  inhumanly  maatacred  by  British  troop*  in  fort  Gris* 
«« wold,  September  6th,  1781,  iEUt,  sux  43.  By  a 
"judicious  and  fiiitbful  discharge  of  the  various 
'*  duties  of  his  station,  he  rendered  OMMt  eascntial 
**  services  to  his  country,  and  stood  confened 
**  the  unshaken  patriot,  and  intrepid  hero.  He  lived 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


331 


HKVOHT  of  captain  JNO.  WILLIAMS,  who  fell 
gloriouily  fighling  for  llie  liberty  of  bis  eouTitiy 
in  fort  GriavoUl,  Septdnber,  Gth  1781,  in  llie  43). 
jetr  of  hi*  ige."  ^ 

"On  atiBl/ier  iltne  h  lArinnrri/itien— •icnin  to  tiii 
■■MomT  of  lletit.  EBENRZKlt  AVKItY,  who  fell 
lloriouMr  fighting  in  dcrenee  of  fort  Griiwold  and 
Amrrictn  freedom,  September  6\h,  ITSi,  in  the  42d 
yeat  of  bit  age." 


To  complete  the  hiitory  of  this  horrible  tr«ni>0'  i 
tion,  tind  furihcr  to  di»»emini<e  ■  tnourledge  of  i 
the  inbmy  of  .7riioU  end  give  <'p  the  buicber- 1 
iog  traitor  to  the  execration  of  poaierily — we 
eilraet  tbc  following  account  of  (be  misi^re 
from  Gordon'*  history.  New- York.  edit,  vol.  III.  | 
page  249.'  j 

•The  rttum  of  gen.  Arnold  to  New-York  from 
Tirgrnia,  did  not  fix  him  in  •  slate  of  inactivity,  i 
He  wai  lent  on  an  enterprize  againet  New  Lon- 
don, withafufBcient  land  inJ  mirine  force. — The 
embarkatHM  having  paaseJ  over  fi-om  Long  Iitand 
ihore  in  the  night,  the  troop*  were  landed  in  two 
detachments  on  each  side  of  the  hurbor,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Ihc  6i!i  of  September: 

■In  sperlcing  of  JlriiiUI,  it  may  be  useful  to  ob. 
•ewe  that  Wibuiubtoh  ntfrred  to  eachange  Entire 
fi^  him,  which  lir  Henry  Clinton  declined.  Never 
WCM  the  sympathie*  of  the  American  people  so 
ntich  Biisled  ■■  in  the  case  of  the  unfbruinata 
Andre.  lie  wai  engaged  in  a  most  vile  business — 
the  meaneat  that  can  be  Imagined  for  an  honorable 
man,  theperfeciionof  an  actof  corruption  and  trea. 
•on,  and  justly  merited  his  fjtri  if  he  had  had 
ten  thousand  lives,  thry  were  all  justly  forfeited 
by  the  laws  of  honor  as  well  as  to  thoie  of  war, 
and  every  principle  of  lel/fireiiT-vatinu  Had  be 
not  been  put  to  death,  the  great  WuHmarnx, 
himself,  would  at  least  have  merited  a  dismisasl 
from  llie  command  of  the  revolntiomry  army.  But 
it  it  well  known  that  the  Rivals  ftelinga  of  the 
illualrinut  father  of  hi*  country  were  greatly 
excited  in  favor  of  that  unlucky  young  man— I  laj 
unlucky,  bcciiise  if  lie  had  i-creeiUd  he  would 
have  been  praised  and  rewarded  tor  his  gallanir)', 
dexterity,  Ecc.  fie  failed— and  instrad  of  being  a 
hero  bec*me  a  culprit,  in  the  estimation  of  every 
reflecting  mun.  No  person.l  accompliahmrnts  or 
pri*a<e  chiractrr  can  pilliite  a  public  aet  ol 
•Name— thry  rather  sggruvate  the  nH'ence;  and  SQ 
■genry  in  an  act  of  villaiiny  Fnllllet  the  agent  to 
the  villain',  fare.  Yet  he  w,.s  Ireatrd  with  all 
poasibls  courtesy  and  ktndneaa,  and  had  all  tbe 
iniercuurae  wiih  his  tjuendi  wbich  tbe  nature  of  hia 
condiiion  admitted  of,  ll»v  difl'erent  the  conduct 
of  the  Hriiish  to  captain  Tfathan  Nak — an  Ameri- 
can, whuae  cliaracier,  in  any  and  every  light,  was 
comparable  with  that  of  .Vndre,  a  sketch  of  whose 
csae  Ota)  be  fuund  in  tbe  Wiiklv  RaaisTaa,  vol. 
II.  page  129.]  Entrom. 


that  on  the  GrotoM  aide  being  coramanded  by  lieui. 
col.  Eyre,  and  that  on  the  New  London  aide  by  the 
general,  who  met  no  great  trnnble.  Fort  Trumbull 
and  the  redoubt,  which  were  intended  to  cover 
the  harbor  and  town,  not  being  tenable,  were 
'vicuaied  as  he  approached,  and  the  few  men  in 
tliem  crossed  the  river  lofbrt  Griawold,  on  Groton- 
Hill  Arnold  proceeded  to  tbe  town  without  beinf 
lOiherivijf  oppoaed  than  by  the  scattered  fire  of 
smill  parties  that  had  liaitily  collected.  Order* 
were  sent  by  tbe  general  to  Eyre  for  attacking 
Turt  Grisirold,  that  so  the  pottestion  of  it  might 
prevent  t  lie  escape  of  the  .Vm  eric  an  shipping.  The 
militia,  to  the  amount  of  157,  collected  for  its 
lUrenc^,  but  so  hastily  as  not  lo  be  fully  fumisbed 
with  hre  arnu  and  other  weapons.  As  the  aiaailants 
approaclied,  a  firing  eoromeneed,  and  the  flag-itafT 
was  soon  ahot  down,  from  whence  the  neighbor- 
ing spectatora  inferred,  that  tbe  place  had  sur- 
rendered, till  the  continuance  of  the  firing  con- 
vinced thrill  lo  the  contrary.  The  garrison  defend- 
ed tbcmaelves  with  the  greatest  resolution  and 
bravery:  Eyre  was  wlunded  nesr  the  works,  and 
major -Monlgomery  was  killed  immedialely  afler, 
SO  that  the  command  devolved  on  major  Broom- 
field.  The  Oriiiah  at  one  time  (lag^erei!;  but 
the  fort  being  out  of  repair,  cAiild  nnt  be  maintain- 
ed by  a  handful  of  men  againat  so  auperior  a  num- 
ber as  that  which  assaulted  it.  After  an  action  of 
about  40  minutes,  the  remluiion  of  the  royal 
Iriops  carried  the  place  by  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.  The  American)  bad  not  more  than  half 
a  iteim  kiUed  kefirs  thi  CTieiwy  ealered  Ihe  f*rt, 
-ahen  a  Kt'er?  rret'iliBn  took  place,  ihoagh  rewirtance 
crated.  The  British  officer  enquired,  on  hia  enter- 
ing the  fort,  who  commanded?  colonel  Ledyarf 
answered— "I  jdid,  sir,  but  you  do  now/'  and  pre- 
sented him  hia  sword.  Tbe  colonel  was  imme- 
diately run  through  and  killed.  Tbe  slain  were 
73;  the  wounded  between  30  and  40,  and  abotit 
40  were  carried  off  prisoners.  Socn  after  reducing 
the  fort,  the  loldiers  loaded  a  waggon  with  tbe 
wounded,  aa  said,  by  order  of  their  officers,  and 
set  the  waggon  off  from  the  top  of  the  bill,  which 
II  long  and  very  steeps  the  waggon  went  a  con- 
■iderable  distance  with  great  forcr,  till  it  was 
suddenly  itopt  by  an  apple  tree,  sAicA  ^ai'e  thr 
\ftanl  and  bteeJins  men  to  terrible  a  thack  thai  part 
of  then  died  imlaalli/.  About  fifteen  veaaela,  with 
efiecti  of  the  inhabitant),  retreated  up  the  river, 
notwithstanding  the  reduction  of  tbe  fart,  and 
four  others  remained  in  the  barhor  uohurti  a  ntim- 
ber  were  burnt  by  tbe  fire'a  communicating  from 
tbe  atorea  wben  in  fl4inet.    Siitjp  dwelUR^  bflu&vt 


and  Bi  ilores  wtre  burned,  including  tliote  on 
bolh  lidrt  of  the  btrbor  and  in  New  London-  The 
bvrHing  ef  Ikt  tean  trai  inletilii'tal  and  nvt  acciilenlaL 
Tlie  loM  th«t  ihe  Amtricint  lusuincd  in  thl> 
dealracUcn  wu  rery  gre»t;  for  ihere  were  Urge 
quiolilio  of  navil  atorei,  of  European  gouilt,  of 
Eiat  and  Wc*t  India  commodiliei,  and  of  pravi 
sioni  in  the  leveral  alorei.  The  Sritiih  liad  two 
commiasioned  officers  and  46  priratei  killed;  eiglil 
ofliccrH  (aome  of  whom  are  lince  deid)  «itll  133 
nonoommiHioned  and  privatea  wounded." 


Pttilim  »/ihc> 


•liihng  in  Lsndm 
n  1774. 


Meairs.   Bmi-ons: — Having   rfcenlly  be«n   en 
ployed  id  tearching  tor  old  record*,  I  met  with 
nianuscripl  cojiy  of  the  following   pet'ilian   of 
number  of  native  Americans,  who  were  then   in 
Loadon,  lo  his  UH I ann !c  ma jesly,  in  the  year  1774. 
If  you  think  it  luflicienily  inieretiing  tn  publiah. 
fnu  are  at  liberty  to  do  it.    Among  the  number 
of  ligners  ii  the  lale  .i-tliiir  Lee,  of  Virgi 
gentleman  whose  life  and  character  seem 
but  little  kno'fn  at  the  preaent  day,  allhougli  he 
was  one  of  the  firmcGl  patriots  of  the  revolution, 
and  hii  services,  though  nut  conspiciioua,  yet  were 
eminently  benelicial  to  the  cautehe  had  cipouaed. 

It  will  be  remem.  ft ',  that  the  billi  there 
■lliided  to  are  the  last  of  the  seriea  of  those  act 
Of  the  nriiisti  parliament  which  produced  ■  crisii 
and  were  the  immediate  cause  of  the  war  of  Itie 
revolution: 

To  the  king'i  mail  excellent  taajiir^. 
The  petition  of  several  nttivea  of  America,  most 
humbly  aheweth; 

That  your  petitionen,  being  your  mijeatj^'s  most 
iailhful  BubjeclB,  are  obliged  to  implore  your  graci- 
ous interposition,  to  protect  (hem  in  the  enjoyment 
•f  those  privileges  which  are  the  right  of  all  your 

¥ourmajesty'gpetiltoDerah«vealreadytcen,  with 
unspeakable  grief,  iheir  earnest  prayers  rejected, 
and  heavy  ptniltiea  inflicted,  even  on  the  innocent 
among  iheir  countrymen,  la  the  subTcrsion  of  every 
principle  of  justice,  without  their  being  heard.  By 
this  alarming  procedure  all  property  wai  rendered 
insecure;  ondlbey  now  aee  in  two  bills  (for  altering 
tlie  govemmeni  of  the  MaBsacbiiaeltB-Bay,  and 
the  impartial  iiitminist ration  of  justice  there)  the 
[Dtended  fiubversioD  of  the  twa  other  gimi  objects 


of  civil  Bocieiy  and  coniliiutiooal  pnttectiot,  to 
I,  Ubtrliei  and  li/e. 

Tour  petitioners  most  humbly  repreaent  la  jnm 
majesty,  thai,  to  destroy  or  sisume  their  chartered 
ights,  without  ■  full  and  fair  hearing,  with  lr;sl 
proof  of  fori  citure,  and  the  abrogating  of  thnr  mo<t 
valuable  laws,  which  bad  duly  received  tbe  suleon 
conRrmslion  of  your  majeaty's  rojal  predcccsaorsi 
re  thence  deemed  uocbangcablc,  wilhmt 
ientof  tlie  people,  is  such  a  proceeding  at 
Ihe  enjoyment  of  every  privilege  thtj 
possess  totally  uncertain  and  precarious.  That  la 
eiempiion  of  Ihe  soldiery  from  being  tried  in  the 
Eassachuaells-Bsy,  for  murderorotherfelony,  cow- 
littedupon  your  majesty's  subjecti  there,  is  inch 
an  encouragement  to  licentiousness  and  ineentitt 
lo  outrage,  as  must  aubjeet  youc  majesty's  liege 
people  to  continued  danger. 

Vour  petitioner*  and  their  countrymen  have  beea 
ever  most  aealoualy  attadied  to  your  majcity'aper- 
ton  and  family.  It  is  therefore  with  iaeipretaible 
alHtctiaii  that  they  see  an  attempt,  in  these  pro- 
ceedings against  them,  to  change  the  principle  of 
obedience  to  goTernmeni,  from  the  love  of  the  luh- 
ject  towards  Ibcir  sovereign,  founded  on  the  opi 
nion  of  his  wisdom,  justice  and  benevolence,  inlo 
Ihe  dread  of  absolute  power  and  la«a  of  estieae 
rigor,  unsupporUbU  to  ■  free  people. 

Should  the  bills  above-mcntinned  receive  your 
royal  sanction,  your  niijes'y's  faithfaltubjecta  dill 


■whelmed  with  grief  and  deapur. 


beo' 

It  is  therefore  our  moal  earnest  prayer  that  your 
mijeaty  will  be  graciously  pleased  lo  suspend  your 
royal  assent  to  the  said  bills. 

And  your  petitioners,  &e. 


Stephen  Sayre, 
William  Lee, 
Arthur  Lee, 
Edmund  Jenings, 
Joshua  Johnson, 
Daniel  Bowley, 
Benjamin  Franklin, 
Thomas  Buaton, 
Edward  Bancroft, 
Thomas  Brom&eld, 
John  BaylstoD, 
John  Ellis, 
John  Wittiami, 
John  AUeyne, 
Ualph  Irard, 


Witliara  ir.  GIbba, 
William  Dlake, 
Isaac  Motte, 
Henry  Lawrence, 
Thomas  Pinckney. 
John  T.  Grimpfce. 
Jacob  Ucade, 
Philip  Neyle, 
Edward  Fenwicke, 
Edward  Fenwicke,  jr. 
John  I'eroneauf, 
^Vllliam  Middletoo, 
William  HiddlelM),  jr. 
Ralph  Irard,  jr. 
AVilliam  Heywud. 


•% 

« 


PfUNClPLBB  AND  ACTS  OF  TIU  RBVOLtmOI*. 


$SB 


British  in  Philftdelphia.  I    ^^  ^^^  ^*  ^  cwmo/ V  Pmfusivama-^^xed 

A  much  vmlucd  friend  placed  tii  the  hands  of  the!  Warwick^Bucka,  Feb.  15,  1778.  [Bxtracte]  "My 
•ditor  a  Hrgt  Tolume  of  papers,  oonUining  the  force  is  reduced  almost  to  a  cypher.  Only  sixty 
correspondence  of  brig.  gen.  Lacbt»  of  Pennayl-  remain  fit  for  duty  in  camp.  With  this  number, 
vania,  who  commanded  the  miliiia  stationed  on  you  must  of  course  suppose  that  we  are  in  nowise 
the  east  side  of  the  Schuylkill,  to  watch  the  mo-  cspahle  of  guarding  so  extensive  a  country  as  this. 


tioAS  of  the  enemy  and  prevent  his  obtaining 
supplies,  during  the  period  at  which  he  occupied 
Philadelphia. 
This  volume  contains  a  gpreat  deal  of  curious  mat- 
ter—though not  much  of  it  seems  to  come  within 
the  prospectus  of  this  work.  Such  articles  fol- 
low as  may  serve  to  shew  the  spirit  and  necessi- 
ties of  the  times. 

Gen.  IVatfdngtvn  to  gen.  Lacey — dated  at  VaUey 
Fwrge^  Jan,  23,  1778.    [Extract]    «*I  am  well  in- 
fi>rmed  that  many  persons,  under  pretence  of  fur- 
nishing the  inhabitants  of  Germantown,  and  near 
the  aiemy'a  lines,  afford  immense  supplies  to  the 
9hikdelphia  markets— a  eonduot  highly  prejudi- 
cial to  us  and  contrary  to  every  order.    It  is  there- 
fore become  proper  to  make  an  example  of  some 
guilty  one,  that  the  rest  may  expect  a  like  fate, 
abouid  they  persist.    This  1  am  determined  to  put 
in  ezecotion;  and  request  you,  when  a  suitable  ob- 
ject iklla  into  your  hands,  that  yon  will  send  him 
iMfe  with  the  witnesses;  or  let  me  know  his  name 
-x- when  you  shsU  have  power  to  try,  and  if  proved 
guilty,  to  execute.    This  your  will  be  pleased  td 
make  known  to  the  people,  that  they  may  again 
tare  warning. 
Ft9m  the  Mflitf,  dated  Feb,  8. 1778.  [Extract.]  ••The 
communication  between  the  city  and  country,  in 
•pite  of  every  thing  hitherto  done,  still  continuing, 
and  threatening  the  most  pernicious  consequences, 
I  am  induced  to  beg  you  will  exert  every  possible 
expedient  to  put  a  stop  to  it.    In  order  to  this,. to 
excite  the  zeal  of  the  militia  under  your  command, 
and  make  them  more  active  in  their  duty,  I  would 
have  you  let  every  thing  taken  from  persons  going 
into  and  coming  out  of  the  city,  redound  to  the 
benefit  of  the  parties  who  take  them.   At  the  same 
time,  it  will  be  necessary  to  use  gpreat  precaution 
to  prevent  an  abuse  of  this  privilege;  since  it  may 
otherwise  be  made  a  pretext  for  plundering  the  in- 
nocent inhabitants.    One  method  to  prevent  this 
will  be,  to  let  no  forfeiture  take  place  but  under 
the  eye  and  with  the  concurrence  of  some  com- 
niasioned  officer. 

Any  horses  captured  in  this  manner,  fit  for  the 
public  service,  either  as  light  or  draught  horses, 
sost  be  sent  to  camp  to  the  quarter  master  gene. 
ral,  who  will  be  directed  to  pay  the  value  of  them 
totheeepton. 


nor  even  safe  in  our  camp."  [Cren.  Laeey's  force 
eonttoually  fluctuated— sometimes  it  amounted  to 
(Several  hundred;  at  ether  times  it  was  wholly  in* 
efficient,  and  hardly  exceeded  fifty  in  all.  At  one 
moment  he  had  several  timea  more  men  than  arms; 
at  another,  many  times  more  arms  than  men.  The 
roHitfia  were  called  out  fbr  short  tours,  and  his  com- 
mand was  a  most  perplexing  one.  The  officers  and 
men  hardly  knew  each  other  befinre  they  separated.] 


On  the  21#r  of  Feb,  1778,  gen.  Wathington  orden 
the  deetructien  or  removal  of  certain  quantitiew  of  hay,  , 
■tn  placet  accettible  to  the  enemy, 

Oen,  Waohington  to  gen.  Lacey,  dated  at  VaUey 
Forge,  March  2,  177a  [Extracts]  <«l  don't  well 
know  what  to  do  with  the  great  numbera  of 
people  taken  (^ng  to  Philadelphia.  I  have  pa* 
nished  several  severely,  fined  others  heavily,  and 
some  are  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  during  the 
war."  He  then  expresses  a  wish  that  the  state 
will  take  charge  of  them,  punish  them  as  criminals^ 
or  hold  them  to  exchange  "fbr  those  inhabitanle 
lately  taken  from  their  families."  But  in  a  post* 
script  adds,  "If  either  or  any  of  the  persons  now 
in  your  custody  are  such  that  you  think  are  pro- 
per to  make  examplea  o^  and  you  have  anfficient 
evidence  to  convict  them,  send  them  over  to  me, 
with  the  witnesses,  and  I  will  have  them  imme- 
diately tried  by  a  court  martial." 


Gen,  Lacey  to  the  council,  dated  camp,  near  IVhite 
Marth,  Mareh  11, 1778.  [Extract]  "As  soon  kB 
1  approach  within  eight  or  ten  miles  of  the  ene- 
my's lines,  the  inhabitants,  having  their  horses  con- 
cealed in  bye-places,  mount  them,  and  taking  their 
way  through  the  fields  and  private  paths,  repair 
directly  to  the  city,  with  the  intelligence  that  the 
rebels  are  in  the  neighhorhopd.  Not  one  word  of 
intelligence  can  we  procure  from  them,— not  even 
the  direction  of  the  roads. 

There  are  large  sums  of  counterfeit  mon  ey  cir- 
culating in  the  lower  part  of  Bucks  and  Philadel- 
phia countiea,  which  are  brought  out  of  the  city 
by  the  market  people.' 


I* 


» 


^  letter  from  gen,  Wayne  to  gen,  Lacey,  by  Tder 
of  gen.  fVathington,  notifies  gen.  L.  that  he  is  di- 
rected *'U>  collect  and  drive  in  all  the  cattle^  hocat.<\ 


psarfcrPUSB  and  acts  of  the  RsvoLirnoN. 


utd  vqnpini,  in  ibe  coDntln  of  Bnski  md  Filli. 
delphia,  likrl;  to  Ml  into  the  huidiof  the  enemy, 
— eipMitll)'  the  property  of  uriet." 

Gen.  Laen/'t  trdtnt*  Ai'i  tmittug  peniei,  March 
9^1778.    [Eilrscl]    "If  your  partita  ihouldiiif  el 
*ith  any  people  p>inK  to  mirkel,  or  any  pmons 
Vhtlerer  gi>ing  to  the  city,  wid  they  endeavor 
Btake  their  eieipe,  you  will  order  your  laen  to  li 
Bpon  the  Tilluni.     You  will  leire  luch  on  the  roada 
•^their  bodiri  and  thrir  uarketing  lying  to^tbi 
Thii  I  wiab  yoa  to  execute  on  the  firat  offeoden 
yoa  meet,  that  ibey  may  be  a  warning  t«  oihera.' 

Gen.  IFaihinglt'i  It  fin.  Xroety,  dated  at  Valleg 
Ftrge,  au(A  Ml-  ch.  1778— "Sunday  n»»l  being  the 
time  on  wliicb  the  quakera  hold  one  of  their  ^t- 
aeral  mcetinga,  a  number  of  that  aoeiety  will 
probably  be  attemptiig  lo  %a  into  Philadelphia. 
Ttiia  iian  intercoune  that  we  ahauld  by  all 
mdeaTor  to  ia'errupt,  aa  the  plana  lettled  at  theae 
meeiingi  arc  of  the  moit  pernieioui  tendency*, 
would  therrfbre  have  youdispoae  of  your  parli 
in  aueh  a  manner  aa  will  moat  probably  fall  in  wi 
Iheae  people,  and  if  Ibey  ihould,  and  any  of  them 
•hould  be  mounted  upon  horaei  fit  for  draft  or  thi 
■n-vice  of  light  dra^oona,  I  deiire  they  may  bi 
taken  from  them,  and  lent  over  lo  the  ciuarter-mas 
tor  general.  Any  auch  are  not  to  be  considered 
••  tbe  property  of  the  partie*  who  may  leiae  them, 
M  in  other  caats.  Communieaie  the  above  orders 
to  any  of  tbe  officera  who  may  command 
parlir*  on  ysur  aide  of  the  Schuylkill 


t  C  jR  /.anf ,  in  tcply,  Mjn  b«  bad  flcdwadatfha 
ine  to  ititptbc  quaken,  with  Olden,  •^rib^M- 

Riaed  to  stiv  wbta  bailed,  to  Bn  into  i^am,  Md 

leave  iheir  bodiaa  lying  Ib  tbe  raM)."] 


•I  w«a  in  much  doubt  whether  I  ouebl  to  pub- 
liab  or  aupprett  thii  letter — but,  on  refleciion, 
have  Ihought  it  beat  lo  intert  it.  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted, that  a  great  majority  of  ihcqutkrrainPenn- 
aylvaniB,  were  "well  inclined"  to  the  Britiah,  and 
anme  of  them  vent  great  length)  out  of  the  rulr< 
of  their  profeHion  lo  aid  and  comfort  the  enem> 
tif  their  country;  othrra,  by  adhering  to  thoie  rules 
and  refusing  to  take  my  part  in  the  contest,  even 
by  the  piymentof  tiKta,  were  improprrty  auspect- 
ed  of  diulffction,  when  in  fict  they  were  only  neu- 
tral, refubinglo  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  wan 
A  fev,  however,  laid  aside  their  teilimony  againsi 
fighlirg,  and  contended  gallantly  Tor  freedom. 
Peroona  of  thia  religious  perauaaion  in  aome  other 
•tatea,  were  sincerely  alUched  to  ihe  came  of  inde- 

Sendence,  and  did  all  that  connis'enlly  they  coald 
o  to  is«iit  the  whiga.  A  stoppire  of  the  inter- 
course with  Pbdadelphia,  at  tlic  time.,  wai  indubi- 
tably necessary  and  praperi  but  gen.  Was'iingion 
was  ml^inrorrael,  I  apprehend,  when  he  spoke  of 
tbe  ''plini"  aeltled  at  the  meetingt  of  the  qiiakers 
— whatever  they  might  have  done  as  iiulinidnaU. 
their  "mettingt"  must  have  passed  wiihoiit  the 
adapt  iw)  of  any  plana  nf  a  political  nature — for  aiicl. 
things  are  not  t'jffered  to  be  mentioned  in  them. 
Editur. 


[So  great  vaa  tt 

id  ao  Dumeroui  tha  nSbingt  of  the  wUfi  ia  «•». 
■equenee  ol 
in  idea  was  ci 

ithin  fifteen  milca  af  tbat  cityi  b«n  WaafcinflN 
said  "tbe  meaaure  wa*  ntber  dcwraUa  than  pgcC 
and  prefeiTcd  ■  rigid  aiwdiict  toward*  ■^a- 
lorious  charaeten,"  whe^  be  again  dlreetttl,  akoaid 
be  tried  by  eoorta  martial.  Bat  in  a  letter  of  (be 
llth  April,  ia  eooaeqiittico  of  a  reaolva  of  aonfrtia, 

says  "it  iriU  li(  iidwTli  ■■  In  a|nii  i  ht  iiiT  aiij  mini 
If  fiiund  going  to  Philadcl]driB  with  pnitriuaa^  joa 
may  take  that  and  their  boraei  &«b  tbcau" 

Gen.  Grtaa  f  jva.  Imetf,  Jaud  FtlUf  tkegt^ 
.1prit2\,  177a  The  wife  of  m«j.  T.  inMifciw 
that  tomeoryaoFpaoplebavctaken  ftombcrhna- 
band,  one  of  their  hortea,  wfaidi  tb^  are  ia  waat 
enable  them  to  move  op  to  fteadii^.  IwiA 
a  inqiiire  iaio  the  matter,  and  it  thve  ii  aa 
capital  affeiMe,toordertbcbeaattobedclivti«dl» 
le  owner  agaio.  Tbe  war  ia  aMiScicnt  riliwilf 
n dee  every  poatlble  reatratnt,  bat  where  peo^ara 
.ijuenced  by  atrariae  and  private  pr^udiee^  thef 
icrease  the  diaireaaaa  of  the  inhabitcali  liijiwil 
conception.  Thoae  evila  can  only  be  raatraiaeJ  by 
the  genrrsls,  whose  duty  it  ia  to  protect  tha  dia- 
reiscd  inhibitanti,  aa  well  aa  govern  and  regulale 
tbeafi'aira  of  the  army,  t  hope  you  wiUpqr  par- 
thit  affair,  aa  the  age  and  dia- 
treas  of  Ihe  complainant*  appear  to  cla'un  H," 

[In  reply,  gen.  Lacey  aUtea  that  he  &nd*  tbe 
horse  was  taken  by  a  peraon  who  "eatla  hinadf  a 
volunteer,  and  bu  made  a  practice  of  riding  with 
my  parties."  He  was  called  upon  to  anawer  fbr  hit 
conduct,  and  freih  instructions  given  not  to  moleat 
the  inhabitant*  "unlesi  found  favoring  the  cMmy.**] 

Gen.  Laetg  tuTpTittd.  In  a  letter  to  gen.  Waah- 
ig  I  in,  dated  camp  near  Nesbaminy  bridge,  York 
road,  .May  2,  1778,  gen.  Lacey  givea  an  account  of 
hia  being  surpriaed  by  a  aupertor  f>rae  of  tbe  enc- 
the  Crooked  Billet,  at  day  break  on  tbe 
preceding  day,  by  the  neglect  of  a  lient.  whoaa 
duty  it  WIS  to  keep  a  look-out,  which  he  ne^eetcd 
o  do  and  wa*  cashiered  for  it.  Thongh  tbe  al- 
ack was  wholty  unecpected  and  very  Tigorooa,  La- 
:ey  made  out  to  get  bia  people  embodied,  and  (e- 
treated  fighting  for  upwarda  of  two  inilca,  when  h* 
reached  a  wood  and  tiiricated  Umaelf.    lie  kat 
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.  thirty  kilkd,  wiJ  MVcntcen  wounded.  A  number 
of  tlie  tntiay  were  kiUed.  We  notice  thii  iflair 
to  ^ive  the  following  eitrftct  front  gen.  Licey'i 
Idler. 

•■Some  {or  bit  men]  were  tratebered  in  tlie  mott 
savage  and  cruel  BMnner — enn  vben  living,  lome 
were  thrown  into  buck'Wheat  ttriw,  and  the  *traw 
Mt  on  fire.  T)ie  clothra  were  burnt  on  otberi; 
and  (carcelr  one  left  without  a  doieo  wounda,  with 
bayooeta  and  entlMiei ," 

[Theae  tbingt  are  repeated,  with  ad^tionil  par. 
tieulan,  in  a  letter  to  gen.  Armttrong.] 

Gen.  Lacej  waa  rcliered  by  gen.  Potter  about  the 
middle  or  Hiy,  177S,  but  reiunicd  bii  old 
tion  in  the  autuinn  of  1780,  to  collect  troopi, 
waggon*,  tionea,  &c.  by  order  of  the  council  of 
Penaiylvania.  Tbe  fallowing  letter  from  preii- 
dent  Raed  may  terve  to  »hev  the  atate  of  thing*, 
a*  to  ibe*uh)ecI*to  which  it  relate* — 

T»H.  If ,eiq.     flucjti (vunfjF— Sib— Having 

«xpre«aed  myaelfto  fully  to  yon  and  Mr.  T.  upon 
the  naoeaaity  of  procuring 
a«  nota  little  aurprued  that  you  aboold  have  dih- 
charged  tboae  that  had  been  taken  under  the  di- 
reetiuD  of  gen.  Lieey;  and  1  cannot  help  coniider- 
ing  it  a*  adding  to  my  embirruiment*  at  a  time 
'    whca  you  gave  me  reaMM  to  espect  aMittance. 


younelf  by  your  eicrtioni,  you  hue  li'tlc  ta 
eipecl  from  their  lenity  or  gratitude.  I  (hould 
h«vt[*»id  thii  much  if  I  did  not  feel  myaelf 
much  hurt  and  the  public  aerrice  injured,  by  giv> 
iog  way  to  a  little  cUnor,  after  the  most  odtoui 
and  difficult  part  of  tbe  buMnet*  wa*  done. 
I  am,  lir,  your  obedient,  bumble  servant, 

JOS,  ItEED. 
PhiUdetpbU,  Aug.  11,  178a 
ff  W.  aq,  Sutki  cttrnfy. 

(X^jHJen.  La^and  biacorpawM  di*eharged  by 
I  orderof  the  eieentive  of  Pennsylvania,  on  tbe 
lath  October,  1781,  with  tbe  thank*  of  tbe  council. 


Letters  from  geo.  Wasbington. 

[Collected  from  among  the  paper*  of  Cs*»k  Rodkt, 
of  Delaware,  a  member  of  the  "attmp.act  con- 
greia"  and  of  the  revolutionary  congreii,  whote 
name  ia  ligned  to  tbe  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence.    He  WM  repeatedly  ehoieo  governor  of 
the  atate,  and,  performed  leveral  tour*  of  duty 
aa  m  brigadier  general,  during  the  revolutiov.J 
CiMF,  roD>  xiti*  raov  roTn'  saova, 
Septtmbtr  34iA,  1777. 
DiiB  (II— I  li*t  night  reid  your  favor  of  the 
3lit,  and  am  much  obliged  to  you  fi>r  tbe  book. 
Thii,  and  the  one  taken  in  the  action  at  Chad*- 
Pord,  compute  general  Mowe'a  or^cr*  from  April 
to  the  lOlb  in«t.  1  am  tarry  for  the  captivity  of 
Mr.  Berry,  whom  you  mention  to  be  a  young  man 
or  merit,  but  no  propoaition  for  hU  eichange  can 
be  made  *t  Ibl*  time,  nor  can  he  be  eicbanged 
lut  in  due  eoune,  which  {■  the  only  rule  by  which 
qua!  justice  e*n  tike  place.    The  conductoftbe 
nititla  is  much  to  be  regretted,  la  rainy  iniitancts, 
they  are  not  to  he  rouied,  and  in  other*  they  come 
a  tbe  field  with  all  poiaible  indifTcrence,  ind, 
all  appear,  nee,  entirely  unimpreued  with  the 
importance  of  the  cauae  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
[lenee  preceed*  a  total  inattention  to  order  and 
discipline,  and  too  often  a  diagraceful  deparlare 
from  the  army  at  llie  inttant  their  aid   ia  molt 
inted.    t  am  inclineil  to  think,  the  complainla 
mil  objection*  ofTered  lolhe  militia  liirt  ire  buttoo 
well  founded.    The  interest  of  the  community  bai 
not  been  wrll  coniuheil  in  their  furnulion,  and. 


Itie  nnah  to  be  witbed  thit  gentlen 
lis  office,  who,  from  motive 

fbar  of  olTendii^,  cannot  take  part  in  tbe*e  neGe*-'< ' 
•ary  meaturc*,  would  on  luch  occaaion*  avoid  any 
interference;  and  leave  perton*  of  more  decision' 
t*  proceed.    The  legiilature  having  veated    tbe ', 
pawerof decUringmariiillaw  in  u«,  lapprebend 
jou  bad  not  authority  to  counteract  the  order*  | . 
gt»^{  which  were  to  tend  auch  horse*  a*  were  i 
taken  immediately  down  to  tbi*  place,  tai  the  ac-j . 
commodatioaoftbe militia, abouttomarch.agreea- . 
biy  to  gen.  Waabington'a  order.    It  will  be  «  great 
diaappointraent  if  tbej  do  not  come  dotm,  a 
throw  a*  all  in  confuaion.    As  Mr.  T.  and  yqunelf, 
br  nr  account  a,  diacharged  all  the  honei,  after  ;^ 
taken,  1  mu*t  e*teera  you  accountable  for  them, 
ia  no  aeaion  for  lucti  lis  and  indecliive  meaiure 
and  you  will  probably  ere  loni;,  if  the  enemy  i. . 

^j-^r        ...  ■  .        .     'cenerally  speaking,  those  1  hive « 

■Ot  driven  from  the  country,  experience  tliat  tho    "  '  '^ 

tcmporiaing  meuurea  appear  at  firit  view  euy  and  1     1  wish  (  could  inform  you  that  our  aiTaita  were  in 

.  deairable,  tbey  are  runoua  in  tbe  end.     You  have  |  -a  hip:)ier  train  tknn  they  noiv  ire.     Af^er  various 

already  done  enough,  and  have  properly  enough,  I  man  a  uv  re  a  and  extending  hit  army  high  up  the 

to  makeyouanobjectof  thevengeanceof  the  ene-,  Schuylkill,  a*  if  be  meant  lo  turn  our  right  flank, 

V  Md  tbair  tory  adberenUi  and  if  you  do  not  ae- '  gen.  Itowe  made  a  tiidden  cwotBrmveb  on  Mi^- 
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day  nt^ht,  and  in  the  course  of  it  and  yesterday 
morninga  crossed  the  river,  which  is  fbrdable  io 
ahDost  every  part,  several  mHes  below  us;  he  will 
possess  himself  of  Philadelphia  in  all  probability-* 
Imt  I  think,  he  will  not  be  able  to  bold  it.  Notexer- 
\ions  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  dispossess 
him* 

1  am,  in  haste,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

GEO.  WASUINGTbX. 

£ti^.  gen.  Rodney, 


AVbile  I  am  on  the  sabject  of  clothing,  I  vonld 
also  beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  condition  off  the 
ofReers  in  this  respect,  appears  to  me  to  reqoire 
the  attention  of  their  states.  It  is  really  in 
instances  painfiiUy  distretsing.  Xlie  wnnt  of  i 
saries  and  the  means  of  procuring  tbe«»  at  Iht 
present  exorbitant  price%  have  compellod  a  grest 
many  oflicers  of  good  icpntntion  and  merit  ts 
resign  their  commissions;— and,  if  they  are  net 
relieved,  it  must  be  the  caae  wiih  many  ollwn^  as 
they  will  have  no  alternative. 


[ctacDLAE.] 
WasT  pomr,  Juguai  36, 1779. 
Sin — In  a  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  of  ad- 
dressing your  excellency  on  the  23d  May,  I  took 
the  liberty  of  mentioning  the  inconveniences  which 
had  prevailed  for  want  of  system  in  the  clothing 
department,  and  the  necessity  there  was  for  an 
early  appointment  of  state  or  sub-clothiers,  agreea- 
bly to  the  ordinance  established  by  congress,  by 
their  act  of  the  23d  March,  with  which  I  presumed 
your  excellency  had  been  made  acquainted.    I  am 
now  under  the  necessity  of  troubling  you  with  a 
fhrther  address  on  the  subject  of  clothing  itself. 
From  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to  ob- 
tain, both  from  returns  and  particular  enquiries, 
I  fear  that  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to  appre- 
hend, that  unless  the  respective  states  interfere 
with  their  exertions,  our  supplies  of  this  essential 
article  will  be  very  deficient,  and  that  the  troops 
may  sgain  experience  on  this  account  a  part  of 
those  distresses  which  were  so  severely  and  in- 
jurously  felt  in  past  stages  of  the  war,  and  which 
a  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  states,  as  well  as 
to  the  duties  of  humanity,  should  prevent  if  it  be 
practicable.     I  do  not  know  exactly  how  mat- 
ters will  turn  out  with  woolen  clothing.  I  should 
hope  tolerably  well;  but  if  the  attention  of  the 
state  should  ever  go  to  this,  there  will  be  little 
probability  of  our  having  an  over-supply.    But  the 
articles  to  which  I  would  take  the  liberty  to  solicit 
}oar  excellency's  more  particular  attention,  are- 
blankets— shirts— shoes  and  hats— more  especially 
the  two  first,  as  our  prospects  of  them  are  by  no 
means  pleasing,  and  such  indeed  as  decides  that 
the   supply   from   the   continental   clothiers   and 
agents  will  fall  fur  abort,  or  at  least  stsnd  upon 
too  critical  and  precarious  a  footing.     The  im- 
portance and  advsntages  of  good  supplies  of  cloth- 
ing are  e?ident — and  they  bav?  been  most  remark- 
ably and  happily  demonstrated  in  the  health  of 
the  troops,  since  they  have  been  pretty  comforta- 
bly provided  for  in  this  instance— a  circomstance 
of  all  others  the  most  interesting. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  retpect 
and  esteem,  your  excellency's  moet  obedient  ser- 
vant, GEO.  WA8H1NGT0X. 
Hu  excellency    Ctetar  Rodney,  etg. 

[cimcvLAX.] 

BKAD  aUAXTSIS,  WXST  VOIST, 

^t^gVMt  2^  1779. 
Six— I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  your  ezoelleacy 
a  list  of  sundry  ofiloers  belonging  to  your  tlala  iriM 
have  been  in  captivity  and  are  reported  by  tftt 
commissary  of  prisonen,  as  violators  of  p««de.   A 
conduct  of  this  kind,  so  ignomHiiaus  to  the  indivi- 
duals themselves,  so  dishonorable  to  their  eoea« 
try,  and  to  the  service  in  whicb  tb^  bare  been 
^CT'ST^d,  and   so  injurious  to  those  gentlemen 
who  were  associated  with  them  in  misfbrtme, 
but  preserved  their  honor— demands  that  every 
measure  should  be  taken  to  deprive  them  of  the 
benefit  of  their  delinquency  and  to  compel  their 
return.    We  have  pledged  ouraelves  to  the  enemy 
to  do  every  thing  in  our  power  for  this  purpose, 
and  in  consequence  I  directed  Mr.  Beatty,  com- 
missary of  prisoners,  to  issue  the  summons  which 
you  will  probably  have  seen  in  the  public  pspers. 
But  as  it  is  likely  to  have  a  very  partial  operation. 
1  find  it  necessary  in  aid  of  it  to  requeat  the  inter- 
position of  the  executive  powers  of  the  different 
states  to  enforce  a  compliance.    Most  of  these 
persons  never  having  been  and  none  of  them  nor 
being   in  continental   .crvice,   military  authority 
will  hardly  be  sufficient  to  oblige  them  to  lesve 
their  places  of  residence  and  return  to  captirity, 
against  their  inclination:    Neither  will  it  be  dif- 
ficult for  them  to  elude  a  military  search  and 
keep  themselves  in  concealment.  I  must  therefore 
entreat  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
take  such  measures  as  shall  appear  to  you  proper 
and  effectual  to  produce  their  immediate  retors. 
This  will  be  rendering  an  essential  service  to  oor 
officers  in  general,  in  captivity,  will  tend  much  to 
^remove  the  difficulties  which  now  lie  in  the  wsy 
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of  eschan|^»  and  to  diseounge  the  practice  of 
vioUtiog  paroles  in  future. 

I  htfre  the  honor  to  be»  with  the  greatest  re* 

ipect  and  esteem,  your  excellency's  most  obedient* 

hamble  servant, 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 
His  excellency 

Gc>vem9r  Jlodne;^. 

[Only  one  person  of  Delaware  was  charged  in  the 

schedule  with  having  violated  his  parole.] 

[cxacuLAE.] 

BSAD  dUABTEES,  XOmmitTOWlT, 

16/A  December,  1779* 
Sim— The  situation  of  the  army  with  respect  to 
supplies,  is  beyond  description  alarming.  It  has 
been  five  or  six  weeks  past  on  iialf  allowance,  and 
We  have  not  more  than  three  days  bread,  at  a 
third  allowance,  on  hand,  nor  any  where  within 
reach.  When  this  is  exhausted,  we  must  depend 
on  the  precarious  gleanings  of  the  neighboring 
country.  Our  magaaines  are  absolutely  empty  every 
where,  and  our  commissaries  entirely  destitute  of 
money  or  credit  to  replenish  them.  We  have  never 
experienced  a  like  extremity  at  any  period  of  the 
war.  We  have  often  felt  temporary  want  firom  an 
Accidental  delay  in  forwarding  supplies,  but  we 
Always  bad  something  in  our  magazinea  and  the 
aienns  of  procuring  more.  Neither  one  nor  the 
other  is  At  present  the  case. 

This  representation  is  the  result  of  a  minute 
examisution  of  our  resources.  Unless  some  ex- 
traordinary and  immediate  exertions  be  made 
by  the  states  from  which  we  draw  our  supplies, 
there  b  every  appearance  that  the  army  will 
iaiaUibly  disband  in  a  fortnight.  I  think  it  my 
doty  to  lay  this  candid  view  of  our  situation  be- 
fiire  your  excellency,  and  to  entreat  the  vigorous 
Interposition  of  the  state  to  rescue  us  from  the 
daoger  of  an  event,  which,  if  it  did  not  prove  the 
total  n^in  of  our  affairs,  would  at  least  give  them  a 
ahock  they  would  not  easily  recover,  and  plunga 
«■  ioto  a  train  of  new  and  still  more  perplexing 
cabarrassments  than  any  we  have  hitlierto  felt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
cioeUency's  most  obedient  servant^ 

G.  WASIUNGTON. 
^lis  excellency 

Gtvern§r  Rodney, 

JBrtnici  efa  letter  from  gen,  Wathinpon,  f  cangrete, 
dated  Aead  quatiert,  Springfield,  30iA  June,  1780. 
**The  honorable  the  committee  n^  have  inform- 

<^  congress,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  Acoirres 

■. '      43, 


which  have  been  judged  essential  to  be  adopted 

for  co-operating  with  the  armament  expected  fVooi 

France  and  of  their  requisitions  to  the  states  In  con* 

sequence.  What  the  result  of  these  has  been  I  can* 

not  determine,  to  my  great  anxiety,  as  no  anaweiy 

on  the  subjects  of  them  have  been  yet  received* 

The  period  is  come  when  we  have  every  reason  to 

expect  the  fleet  will  arrive— and  yet,  for  want  of 

tliis  point  of  primary  consequence,  it  is  impossi* 

ble  for  me  to  form  or  fix  on  a  system  of  co -opera* 

tion.  I  have  no  basis  to  act  upon— and,  of  course 

were  this  generous  succour  of  our  ally  now  to 

arrive,  I  should  find  myself  In  the  most  awkward, 

embtrrassing  and  painful  situation.    The  general 

and  thc^miral,  from  the  relation  m  which  t 

stand,  is  soon  as  they  approach  our  coast,  will  re* 

quire  of  me  a  plan  of  the  measures  to  be  pursued} 

and  these  ought  of  right  to  be  and  prepared,  but 

circumstanced  as  I  am,  I  cannot  give  them  coo* 

jectures.    From  these  considerations,  I  have  sug* 

gested  to  tlie  committee,  by  a  letter  1  had  the  honor 

of  addressing  them  yesterday,  ihe  indispensable 

necessity  of  their^  writing  again  to  the  states, 

urging  them  to  give  immediate  and  precise  in. 

formation  of  the  measures  they  have  taken  and  of 

the  result.  The  interest  of  the  states,  the  honor  and 

reputation  of  our  councib,  ^he  justice  and  gratitude 

due  our  allies,  a  regard  to  myself— all  require  that 

I  should,  without  delay,  be  enabled  to  ascertain  and 

inform  them  what  we  can  or  cannot  undertake. 

There  is  a  point  which  ought  now  to  be  determin* 

ed,  on  which  the  success  of  all  are  future  operations 

may  depend,  which,  for  want  of  knowing  our  proa* 

pects,  I  am  altogether  at  a  loss  what  to  do  in.    For 

fear  of  involving  the  fleet  and  army  of  our  allies 

in  circumstances  which,  if  not  seconded  by  us» 

would  expose  them  to  material  Inconvenience  and 

hazard,  I  ahall  be  compelled  to  suspend  it,  and  the 

delay  may  be  fatal  to  our  hopes. 

Besides  the  embarrassments  I  have  mentioned 
above,  and  upon  former  occasions,  there  is  another 
of  a  very  painful  and  humiliating  nature.  We 
have  no  ahlrts,  from  the  best  enquiry  I  can  mak% 
to  distribute  to  the  troops  when  the  whole  are  io 
great  want;  and  when  a  great  part  of  them  are 
absolutely  destitute  of  any  at  all.  Their  situa- 
tion  too  with  respect  to  summer  overalls,  I  fear 
is  not  likely  to  be  much  better.  Tbereare  a  great 
many  on  hand,  it  is  said,  at  Springfield,  but  so  in- 
different in  their  quality  as  to  be  scarcely  worth 
the  expense  of  transportation  and  delivery.  For 
the  troops  to  be  without  clothing  at  any  time,  is 
highly  injurious  to  the  service  and  distressing  to 
our  feelings:  but  the  wyit  will  be  aorepeceliarly 
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taam^fiH  wbca  tba}  cone  to  act  with  thdM  of 
an  allka.  If  k'li  poMible,!  Imtcm  daabtitn. 
nedUta  ■eunfca  will  be  taken  to  rellere  Ibtir 
diitret*.  It  b  alto  noat  aiocerily  to  be  «iibed , 
ttatthwe  oouM  biMHeivppUeaerelotlibKnir 
niaticd  for  the  ofiocn.  There  are  a  great  iiuin> 
whoie  condhtan  ia  really  miaeralile  atiU,  and  in 
■oae  initaiieci  ll  it  the  cite  whh  altnott  whole 
■tatelhea.  It  would  be  well  fiv  their  own  tak«s 
■ndbr  tba  publie  good,  if  th^  could  befumith- 
ed.  WbeDourfricBdaeoine  touMpcnte  with  at, 
UtejwUlnotbeable  togooa  tbeeonmoaroatine 
of  ditty-<-a8d  if  the^  ahould,  they  mnet  be  held, 
ftooi  their  appeamiott  in  low  ettimatioD. 

—  » 

[ciacoKAB-l 
JbeJ  Qwrten,  mv  lUIAtrtj  Pile, 
Bergen  aimtg,  VA  .iagvit,  1780. 
■!•— Tlw  hoiMwable  the  committee  of  cooper*. 
tloa  baring  returned  to  eongrett,  I  an  under  the 
didgKaMenccetaity  of  informing  Tonr  ezeellm- 
cydtatthe  araijia  agam'reducedto  an  extremity 
of  dittrcea  Ibr  want  of  pmtiion.     The  greater 
pert  of  it  bat  been  withont  neat  fram  the  Ztit  1  q 
the  Mh.    To  endearar  to  obtua  tome  rclier,  I 
mrnddown  to  thit  plaee,  witha^woftlrippin^ 
tfaeilowar  pwte  of  the  coimtij  of  the  remainder 
oTHiMttl^  wluBb,  after  amonrigoreuieaactiDn, '■  would  fain  flatter  mytelf  tbtt  a  kaowMgi  ef 


were  wanhmly  violated  fagr  the  Britiah  tmipi. 
bj  ourt  the;  were  retjteetcd.  TUa  diatkatai 
mutt,  wihappil J,  now  ceatr,  and  wc  nnet  Mema 
the  odiout  ebaraeter  of  the  plnoderera  iMtari  af 
the  proteetora  of  the  pi^lei  the  dlrcet  eo^e- 
qucnee  of  whieh  meat  be,  lo  alienate  tlicir  Malt 
fhMB  thearmjandintCB^blr  n«n  the  i  wtn 

We  have  not  yet  beoi  ahaeiliitetr  withaot  §am, 
but  we  have  liit  day,  tmt  m>  d^e  anpply  ■  Si^k 
and  I  am  not  certain  that  there  ia  a  eingl*  bantl 
between  thii  place  and  Trefiton.  I  ihall  b«  oMiget 
therefore  to  draw  down  one  or  two  bondrad  Iw- 
relt  fron  a  tmall  magaaine,  which  I  had  aadaHir- 
eitablUh  at  Weat  Pidnt,fbr  th»  acenrl^,ar 
tbegirriton,  ineueof  a  tttddeaisTeatiinrc 

TTomthaaboTeitateafbet^hmaybelsRMa  . 

at  this  army  eanaot  poatibly  remaia  mwik  Umgr 
together,  nnleet  very  r^roua  and  immcdiat*  mt» 
taken  by  the  tUtea  to  comply  whb  *■ 
requiiitiont  made  opon  them.  Ilia  oumtiMmy 
general  hat  neither  the  mean  nor  the  potrs  e( 
procuring  anppliet— ^e  it  only  to  rocein  tWm 
ttvta  the  leveral  sfcnta,  Without  a  fpecd/  i  litna 

ciFGUmatincea,  thit  dilevma  will  be  iamttad: 
either  the  army  niut  diiband,  or  what  let  iTpamL 
ble,  worip,  tubtiit  upoa  the  plunder  oTtbepaapIc 


laibuadttaaStaedbetweeo  two  and  three  dayt'inp 
|ily  oaiji  tod  Aote  eooiitting  of  milch  cowt,  and 
calvea  of  one  m  tvo  yean  old.  When  thit  aeantj 
pittanee  it  contumed,!  know  not  what  willbeoui 
neztreaonroe,  aa  the  conmiiaary  can  give  me  ni 
certain  information  of  more  than  ISOheadof  cattli 
expeetcd  from  fenniylvaoia  and  about  150  from 
lean  in  lime  to  lappty  our  im- 


MiUtary  aoercioo  ia  na  longer  of  any  arai],  as 
nothing  further  con  poatibly  br  collected  from  the 
oouatry  in  which  we  are  obliged  to  take  a  potition, 
witbaut  depriring  the  inliahittDta  of  the  lait  mer- 
mL  Thit  mode  of  labtitting,  tuppotiog  the  de- 
rircd  end  eoald  be  aniwered  by  it,  betidet  being 
io  the  higbett  d^iree  diitrciiing  to  individuali,  is 
attended  trith  ruin  to  the  morale  and  diiciplioe  of 
the  anny.  Dating  the  few  dayt  which  we  have 
been  obliged  to  tend  out  tmall  partiea  to  procure 
ynntioni  far  themtelret,  the  mott  eoormoui  es- 
maet  bare  been  committed. 

It  hat  i>eea  no  incoMiderable  enpport  of  our 
Caute,  to  bare  had  it  in  our  power  to  contratt  the 
eondoet  of  oar  amy  with  that  of  the  enemj,  tod 
IB  tke  lahtbiUDli  tbtt,  vUk  tiuir  rishta 


will  produce  the  deaircd  r 
k  relief  of  a  f^w  dayi,  it  hat  generally  b 
been  the  ease,  but  a  au^ly  equal  to  the  a 
ment  of  magazines  for  the  winter.  IT  theae  are 
not  famed  before  tbe  roadt  are  brotca  op  by  the 
weather,  we  thall  eertainly  experience  tbe  tame 
diBicultiet  and  diitretiei  tbe  ensuing  winter  wluch 
we  did  the  lut.  Although  tbe  troope  have,  npon 
treir  oceaxieo  hitherto,  borne  their  wintt  with 
unparalleled  patience,  it  will  be  dangerout  to  tmtt 
IDO  often  to  a  repetition  of  the  cauiet  of  ditcootent. 

I  hare  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  great  reapec^  yoar 
excellency'i  mott  obedient, 

G.  WASlIINCTOIf. 

Sta$t  rfJJelawan. 

rnoM  rat  riraai  or  c«aia  lan  faenu  aoMsr. 
The  editor't  friend,  Cxiar  A,  Bidney,  of  Delaware, 
well  known  at  a  member  of  congreta  boat  that 
tuie,  attorney  general  of  the  United  Statei,k& 
&vored  him  with  an  opportunily  of  csaDttmng  a 
great  matt  of  papers  tefi  by  bit  uncle,  general  Cz- 
aar  and  hia  bther,  capt.  Thosat  Bodney,  moi 
celebrated  for  their  devatioo  to  the  cauae  of  U-  ' 
berty.  Out  of  thit  exleniivecollectiMi,  tbefol' 
lowmg  articlei  have  been  gleaned,  in  the  bdicf 
thkt  etch  of  then  may  go  to  cKiUiih  wat 
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point  interesting  to  those  who  seek  to  ascerUin 
.Ihe  "priticiplcs  and  acts  of  the  revolution." 

EurroB.] 

THX  STAXP  ACT  C0N0BS8S. 

JSxtract  of  a  letter  fmrn   Catar  Rodney ^  to  hit  bra* 
iher  Thomas,  dated  J^cv  York,  Oct.  20,  1765. 

IVhen  I  wrote  to  you  last,  I  expected  that  con- 
gress would  have  ended  in  eight  or  ten  days  from 
that  time;  but,  contrary  to  expectation,  we  have 
not  yet  finished.  You  and  many  others  are  sur- 
prised, perhaps,  to  think  we  should  sit  so  long, 
'When  the  business  of  our  meeting  seemed  only  tt* 
be  the  petitioning  the  king,  and  remonstrating  to 
both  houses  of  parliament:  but  when  you  consider 
that  we  arc  petitioning  and  addressing  that  august 
body,  the  great  legislature  of  the  empire,  for  redress 
of  grievances, — that,  in  order  to  point  out  those 
grievuices,  it  was  likewise  necessary  toset  forth  the 
liberty  we  have  and  ought  to  enjoy  (as  freeborn  £n- 
glishmen}aecordingto  the  British  constitution.  This 
ve  are  about  to  do  by  way  of  declaration,  in  the  na- 
ture of  resolves,  as  a  foundation  to  the  petition  and 
addreiSi  and  was  one  of  the  most  difficult  tasks  I  ever 
yet  taw  undertaken,  as  we  had  carefully  to  avoid  any 
infringement  of  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  and 
the  power  of  parliament — and  yet  in  duty  bound 
fiilly  to  assert  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  colo- 
nies. However,  after  arguing  and  debating  two 
weeks,  on  liberty,  privileges,  prerogative,  &c.  in 
an  assembly  of  great  abilities,  we  happily  finished 
them,  and  now  have  the  petition  and  addresses  be- 
fore  us,  and  expect  to  finish  in  three  or  four  days. 

PJdladelpJda,  Saturday,  Sept,  17th,  1774. 
Sta— By  express,  which  arrived  here  yesterday 
from  the  committee  of  the  town  of  Boston,  to  the 
continental  congress,  we  are  informed  the  county  of 
SafToUc,  of  which  the  town  of  Boston  is  the  capital, 
had  entered  into  certain  resolutions,  a  copy  of 
which  was  enclosed  us,  generally  to  the  purport 
of  not  suffering  the  commander  in  chief  to  exe- 
cute the  act  of  parliament  changing  their  govern- 
ment, by  persuading,  protecting  and  compelling 
ofRcers  under  the  new  regulation  to  resign,  and  by 
arefussl  in  jurymen  to  serve,  8cc.  That  they  have 
ordered  all  those  able  to  bear  arms  to  keep  in 
readiness  to  defend  their  inherent  rights,  even 
with  loss  of  b)ood  and  treasure;  that  they  are  de  - 
termined  not  to  injure  the  general  or  any  of  the 
king's  troops,  unless  compelled  thereto  by  an  at- 
tack made  b)  the  troops  on  them.  They  complain 
of  the  general  seizing  of  the  powder  at  Cambridge, 
which  they  say  was  private  property;  and  also  that 


the  town  of  Boston  into  the  country,  from  whence 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  are  daily  vupplied:  this 
pass  is  a  narrow  neck  of  land  about  120  yards  wide, 
at  which  he  has  placed  a  number  of  troops  and  28 
cannon;  that  the  country  people  passing  and  repas* 
sing  this  place  are  suffered  to  be  insulted  by  the 
soUiery— and  that  the  inhabitants  feared,  (front 
(hose  movements  of  the  general),  he  had  designs 
of  apprehending  and  sending  to  England  those  per- 
sons who  have  stood  foremost  in  the  great  cause  of  li- 
berty— that  inconsequence  of  his  conduct,  and  those 
their  suspicions,  the  inhabitants  of  Suffolk  sent  (by 
a  committee  appainted  for  that  purpose)  an  ad« 
dress  to  the  general,  enquiring  the  cause  of  his 
stopping  up  and  fortifying  the  pass,  seizing  and 
securing  the  magazines,  &c.  and  their  disapproba« 
tion  of  his  conduct — and  that  they  had  no  intention 
to  assault  either  him  or  his  soldiers; — but  that.  If 
he  continued  to  block  up  the  pass,  and  thereby 
prevent  them  of  the  only  means  of  supplying  the 
town  With  necessaries,  they  should  look  upon  it  as 
a  commencement  of  hostilities:  Upon  the  whole, 
they  sent  an  express  to  the  general  congress  here 
for  their  instructions  as  to  tlieir  future  conduct. 
The  congress  met  on  that  business  this  day,  and 
have  resolved  thereon — which  you  will  see  in  the 
"Packet**  of  Monday,  being  ordered  immediately 
to  be  printed,  as  well  that  the  general  as  the  peo- 
ple might  know  what  they  thought  of  the  matter. 

I  am  yours,  &c.  CJESAR  RODNEY. 

Capt.  Thimat  Rodney. 

'  Philadelphia,  Monday,  Sept.  19, 1774. 
Sia— Some  time  ago,  I  do  not  doubt  but  you 
were  all  much  alarmed,  on  a  report  that  the  king's 
ships  were  firing  on  the  town  of  Boston.  When 
that  news  came  to  this  city,  the  bells  were  mufBed« 
and  kept  ringing  all  that  day:  however,  in  a  fcW 
days  after  that  news  was  contradicted  here,  and 
hope  by  this  time  it  is  so  with  you.  By  some 
late  very  authentic  accounts  firom  Boston  govern* 
ment,  to  the  gentlemen  of  that  place  now  at  the 
congress,  we  are  informed  that  there  was  about 
three  days  between  this  report's  passing  through 
the  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  govern mentf, 
and  iu  being  contradicted:  that  when  the  expres- 
ses went  to  contradict  this/false  report,  they  found, 
in  those  two  governments,  in  different  parties,  up. 
wards  of  fifty  thousand  men,  well  armed,  actually 
on  their  march  to  Boston,  for  the  relief  of  the  inha- 
bitants; and  that  every  farmer  who  had  a  cart  or 
waggon,  (and  not  able  to  bear  arms),  was  with  them, 
loaded  with  provisions,  ammunition,  8tc.  all  head- 
ed by  experienced  officers,  who  had  served  in  thtt 


he  is  now  forUfying  the  only  pass  that  leads  fromlute  American  war;  and  that  vast  numbers  mort 
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a  EMreh.  Up<w  ihencwt  bciff 
coBtMdieUd,  Iker  TCtoraed  peaeciblr  to  their  ac 
ftfti  pbee*  of  abode— b«t  mK  ^1  \htf  hid  imt 
Miaeartheiri)tneen,fra«iaiediEkteirtpviiM,  to 
Boitaa,  to  know  the  ml  ■ituation  tt  kRWiri  there, 
■nd  to  direst  tbia  what  prloelpal  oikert  in  the 
diffarent  paataoT  the  eonntry  they  ahoald  hereif- 
laroaad  aspfeaaei  to,  in  cue  thejr  Aould  stind  in 
■ead  of  their  MtiMaiMe.  ItU  ■■ppeied  by  lone 
afiheftiendaofUberty,at  Boiton.thit  the  ■lirni 
Vaa  Mt  on  fMt  by  tone  of  the  biendi  to  the  minii 
UtW  plan,  to  order  to  try  vbcthcr  thCTc  vm  tb*t 
trae  Talot  te  the  people.  If  tbia  vai  the  cmc,  I 
mppaae  yoa  viUtUak  with  me,  that,  by  thii  time, 
tbey  ean  ba*a  no  doobta  ramaininK.  indeed,  1 
tiiiokit  la  proved  by  tbagcaeral'aown  oaniluci; 
ftr,  erer  ainee  that, be  baa  been ftirtiQ'big'  bimself, 
lAloh  I  imagine  ii  .more  (br  bia  «wb  accurity  than 
to  attack  tba  inbabitanta. 

Iaffyonra,fce.  CJESAB  RODKET. 

Mr.  Tktma*  Mt^tg,  Omtr. 

[sTTairr.] 

PUbidilfMa,  Sept.  24,  1774. 
Sn-'lfr.  R.  Fenn  ia  a  great  fiiaid  ofliberty.and 
baa  traaUd  the  gentlemen  delegatea  with  the  grea^ 
cat  redact.    Hare  orlcaaof  them  dine  with  him, 
cnry  d«y—«ndhii  brother  wiahea  bia atat ion  would 
•dmit  of  bia  anting  the  aame  part:  all  these  mat- 
ten  an  Ibr  your  ova  private  apeeulation,  and  nut ' 
ibr  pablic  view.    By  thii  you  may  aee  tliat  satnei 
people  with  you  are  mittallen  in  their  politics,  and 
yon  may  alao  take  fbr  granted  arery  body  here  ia 
not  well  pleaaed  with  the  coalition  «l  the  two  bt>t>- 
thera, 
I  am,  u  luual,  your  friend  and  bamble  servant, 
C.ESAB  BODXBY. 
Mr.  T^tmai  tttAui/. 

PhilaiUlphia,  Jlfiiufcy,  Oa.9,  1775. 
Sia— On  Friday,  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night. 
Dr.  K.  of  this  city  waa  itiicd  by  order  oF  the  cam- 
sittee  of  obierfation,  for  having  wrote  letters  to 
England,  iojurioua  and  dcatructive  to  ua  in  the 
Americao  coatett,  and  wicked  with  reaped  to  this 
city,and  isnow  confinedin  jail,  together  with  one 
B.  who  came  here  witb  govemor  Skeen,  Mr,  C.  an 
^M)thecary,  who  waa  in  partnenhip  wtth  S.  and 
one  Mr.  S.  all  «r  whom  were  aiding  the  doctor  in 
hia  plan,  Tou  qrnat  know  K.  baa  been  a  considtra- 
Uc  time  aince  marked  out  aaathorough-pacedto- 
ry;  fbr  whicb.  together  with  bia  baring  inaulted  the 
people,  be  wai  {lince  I  came  to  town  lasO  carted 
t])rougb  the  atreeta.  But  the  offeoee  for  which  he 
\t  now  CDoBof  1  ia  tbutimi^tucedi    On  Wed- 


ncsdiy  Uit,  aahip  aatled  oni  of  thia  parttoiw> 
don,  in  «ych  Mr.  C.  waa  gani(  |ia«iiiiniii  A  fc« 
days  btftee  ahe  Miled,  yeat^  Hnwrra.  ana  if  Aa 
sheriff;  went  to  pay  Dr,  K.  ao:ii«  moacy,  a)«l«» 
ing  luddcnlylato  bia  room,  fbond  bimandCti|fr 
iher,  «ith  ■  boadle  of  papara  befitm  thcB,  wliA 
theyhflatled  up  inaeemingooofliaiM.  TUnvift 
K  V  tory  character,  gave  DaweM  awploiaa,  aadbi 
accordingly  iafbmed  a  few  of  the  eem«itt«e^  ate 
kept  the  matter  aeeret,  let  the  ship  aail  aaA  thi 
pauengera  go  down  to  Cheater  by  laad*  la  p  m 
board.  Oa  Thuraday  evening,  whiA  «H  tba  tti 
tbe  paaiengera  went,  a  email  party  waamt  dam 
to  Cheiten  they  atayed  Umm  that  night  lang,  mi 
siw  tbe  paaiangera  go  oa  board  aan  marain. 
They  thca  Immediately  poibed  on  board,  aem4 
■nd  eiaaUnad  Hr.  C.  who.  In  ■  little  tim^  loll 
them  that  there  were  aeverat  IctUra  ftca  Or. 
K.  andHr.  B.  aad  one  from  Hr.  a.  that  be  W 
the  charge  efthem,  and  waa  oooeened  vith  lh«' 
in  tbe  plan  they  had  ooneerted,  bnt  that  tha  M- 
teri  wtretba  la  the  enato^  of  a  wsmaa  dowak 
the  oabiiv  and  that  ahe  had  them  enwoeatod  la  a 
packet  aewad  to  the  inatde  of  bee  a— fk  taO,  •hart 
fact  Utey  aoon  after  Anind  them,  wad  oama  baA 
town,  (tearing  C  aa  they  bad  premiaa^  aJMabii 
nukingadiaeovery  of  the  lAola  matter,  aa  aalh, 
before  Hr.  Graham,  tX  Cheater),  and  thea  atkel 
uihora.  The  lettera  were  to  lord  TIaifaalk 
■ud  other  nUaiatera  of  atate,  but  undv  never  to 
Messrs.  M'Cawley.  The  anbitanee  and  ^Mga  waa 
pressing  their  sending  to  Philadelphia  five  thou- 
r^lan,  on  which  condition  Ib^  would  a- 
gagc  lire  tbouaand  more  here  to  jomtham,  provid- 
ed ibe  royal  atandard  should  be  also  aeat  in,  ud 
ap;K»inted  to  icnr  it;  for  that  great  aumben  flf 
se  who  now  wear  cockades  and  nniiirm  were 
hearty  in  the  mituiterialcause^^thatthe  rotvCM 
a  pack  of  cowards — ^  that  be  rs.)  had  aiadcabove 
tire  tbonaind  of  them  run,  by  aaappiag  a  tingle 
pistol  at  them.  Sec.  Tbey  bad  with  ttem,  for  the 
use  of  the  miniatry,  one  of  J.  F't  plana  of  Qdaware 
bay  and  river,  wbereon  they  had  described  tbe  place 
where  tbe  ehevaui-de-frise)  were  Gsed.  Bfaidft 
tbesp  and  many  more  villainous  contrivaiKea,  thty 
were  tikiog  hoete  the  out-linei  fbr  a  print,  to  be 
struck  off  ml^ndon,  shewing  K's  late  extlibitioa 
in  tbe  cart,  goiag  tbroi^h  tha  ttreelt  af  Philadel- 
phia witb  the  mob,  some  of  whom  be  undertake 
particularly  to  describe,  to  wit:  Bradfonl,  &c  kc 
many  of  whom  were  actually  not  there,  and  bow  he 
every  now  and  then,bytnappii9  hia  pit  tol,madetbtaa 
run,  &e.  Hit  abiue  of  thecongreas,  committee^  Ice, 
(in  hit  lettCTt),  ia  intolerable— » A  at  rebels  aw. 
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After  the  committee  of  safety  htd  extmined  the3ij^^»«>n  »r«  complete!,  I  shall  be  content— nor  shall 

desire  to  haf  e  any  hand  in  politics,  unless  at  any 
time  liberty  be  enproached  itpoo.  Nothing  but  the 
fl^eat  cause  of  liberty,  which  we  bare  been  em- 
barked  in,  could  have  induced  me, (who  have  an  in- 
creasing family  and  so  little  for  them),  to  have 
spent  so  much  of  my  time  and  money  in  public  ser- 
vices.         •  THOMAS  RODNEY. 

VotL  Ctetar  Hgdneift  in  con^rett. 

Extract  q/  a  letter  from  eol  John  Hatlett*  to  gent,' 
rtU  Citoar  Rodney ^  dated  camp  near  Mount  WoMh- 
ington^  Sth  Oct.  1776. 

Sn— I  know  you  have  already  sacrificed  a  large 
share  of  private  property  to  the  evil  and  unthank- 
ful; in  this  you  resemble  the  Supreme  Manager, 
who  makes  his  sun  to  shine  on  the  evil  and  the  good* 
and,  bad  as  times  are,  you  have  a  few  friends  still 
of  the  Utter  character.  And,  my  dear  sir,  who  can 
better  aiTord  it?  Providence  has  blessed  you  with 
a  fortune  to  your  prudence  inexhaustible,  by  which 
you  are  enabled  to  live  where  you  please,  and  to 
keep  the  first  company  where  you  do  live,  and  all 
this  with  few  drawbacks  upon  it.  How  then,  can 
you  lay  out  a  part  of  it  to  more  noble  purposes, 
than  in  serving  your  country,  guarding  her  rtghta 
and  privileges,  and  forcing  wretches  to  be  happy 
against  their  will?  In  this  you  will  act  as  an  agent 
of  the  Sovereign  Goodness,  and  co-operate  wiih 
Heaven  to  save  a  wretched  race;  and  though  you 
may  not  effect  the  righteous  purpose,  the  testi. 
mony  of  an  approving  concience,  the  applause  of 


and  the  contents  of  the  letters,  they  sent  a  pilot 
beat  down  the  river  to  overtake  the  ship,  to  bring 
up  C.  and  to  search  the  box  of  letters,  and  to  bring 
•U  of  them  that  ^they  supposed  to  be  from  or  to 
eusplctous  persons.  This  boat  returned  Sunday 
afcemoon,  brought  C.  and  put  him  in  jail,  and  also 
brought  a  number  of  letters  belonging  to  and  wrote 
by  other  psrsons.  The  conmittee  of  safety  has 
been  sitting  on  these  affairs  all  this  day,  but  I  have 
been  so  dovely  confined  to  congress  to-day,  that  1 
dortHyet  know  what  they  have  done,  or  what  others 
are  accused. 

Tours,  &c.  CiESAR  RODXGY. 

JUr,  Thomat  Rodney, 

Dover,  Augttit  30,  1776. 
Sim— I  received  your  letters  by  last  post,  and 
the  one  preceding  and  one  mentioned  in  that.  I 
am  pleased  with  your  resolution  mentioned  in  your 
last,  as  I  should  be  sorry  to  hear  that  the  unsteady 
passions  which  govern  the  people,  should  at  any 
time  give  the  least  shock  te  that  virtue  which  hath 
eo  long  and  necessarily  supported  American  liber- 
ty. Though  the  people  in  a  popular  government 
often  pot  away  good  men  for  bad  ones,  and  though 
audi  a  change  could  not  be  more  dangerous  at  any 
time  than  the  present,  yet  I  look  on  the  present 
change  with  us  as  an  example  which  fiivors  liberty. 
H  the  people  will  not  continually  support  those 
men,  who  have  served  them  faithfully  at  all  hasards, 
it  cannot  be  supposed  that  they  will  long  support 


«>,.«  »e.  who.  in  opposition  to  th.  public  wed.. ^^j^^  ,^„^  ^  ^^  .pprob.tio«  of  idl  good 
kwe p««ued their ownpn«te«tere.t only.  The.e  ^^^^^  ^j^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ..orifice     A 


men  by  a  violent  exertion  of  the  influence  of  the 
magistracy,  and  descending  to  assert  the  most  base, 
low  and  infamous  falsehoods,  have  succeeded  for 
once,  because  the  people  were  blinded  that  they 
could  not  see  their  true  interest.  But  be  assured, 
they  that  set  them  up  will  pull  them  down  again. 

After  devoting  ten  years  to  the  service  of  yonr 
country  and  public  business,  to  the  great  prejudice 
4>f  yonr  own  private  interest,  you  certainly  deserve 
to  enjoy  the  sweets  of  retirement,  which  is  the 
happiest  life  in  this  state;  and  you  will  have  this  re- 
flection, that  after  the  time  you  mention,  that  you 
have  accompliiihed  the  establishment  of  .American 
liberty;  and  that  you  could  not  do  any  thing  that 
would  add  to  the  honor  already  acquired:  but  1 
believe  the  people  will  not  let  you  execute  this 
deaign — they  will  soon  be  tired  of  those  who  they 
have  now  set  up— and  will  begin  to  call  again  upon 


thousand  things  might  be  urged  to  the  same  pur- 
poae.    But  a  word  to  the  wise. 

# 

McnU  To-am,  in  Jeroey.  12  ndleofrom  Princeton. 
20  do.  from  Brunrmck,  Dec,  30th  1776. 
Sim— I  wrote  you  a  long  letter  owthe  24th,  which 
I  had  no  opportunity  of  aendjig,  and  left  It  in  my 
trunk  at  Mr.  Caxe's,  two  miles  from  Dristol;  it  coh-v 
tains  the  news  to  that  time,  which  I  cannot  repeat 
here.    On  the  «5th  inst  in  the  evening,  we  received 
orders  to  be  at  Shamony  ferry  as  soon  as  possible. 
We  were  there  according  to  orders  in  two  liours, 
and  met  the  rifle-men,  who  were  the  first  from 
Bristol;  we  were  ordered  from  thence  to  Dunk's 
ferry,  on  the  Delaware,  and  the  whole  army  of 
about  2000  men  followed,  as  soon  as  the  artillery 
got  up.    The  three  companies  of  Philsdclphis  in. 
lantry  and  mine  were  formed  into  a  body,  under 


thoee  men  whose  virtue  bath  been  proved  to  the  the  command  of  capUin  Henry,  (myself  second  in 
iitaett.    When  the  great  matters  which  you  men- 1    f  Killed  at  Princeton. 
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eomand},  whieb  were  Mbtfked  i— ndiitdy  to 
ooftrtheliiidiiiifof  theothtrtroopttf  We  landed 
with  gveat  di  Ae^ty  through  tiie  ioep  end  Ihraied 
OK  the  Any  shores  aboQt  300  yards  from  the  rlT«r. 
It  was  as  aerere  a  sight  as  ever  I  saw*  and  after 
two  bAttalian»were  Uuded,  the  storai  hicreased  so 
madbf  and  the  river  was  so  fUi  of  mt,  that  it  was 
^Smpoisible  to  get  the  artillerj  over;  fiir  we  had  to 
walk  100  yards  on  the  ice  to  get  on  ahore.  Gen. 
^  Cadwillader  therefore  ordered  the  wh<de  to  retreat 
agdi^  and  we  had  to  stand  St  leaat  sis  hours  under 
ansa— first,  to  eorer  the  bndhig  and  till  all  the 
reat  had  retreated  again— and,  by  thia  time^  the 
■tofffli  of  wind,  hail,  rain  and  anew,  with  the  ice, 
waa  so  bad,  that  some  of  the  inftntry  coold  not 
get  badk  till  next  day.  This  design  was  to  baTo 
surprised  the  enenqr  at  Black  Horae  and  Mount 
UoUey,  at  the  fame  time  that  Waahington  sur- 
prised  them  at  Trenton;  and  bad  we  succeeded 
in  getting  o? er,  we  should  have  finished  all  our 
troubles.  Washington  took  910  prisoners,  with  6 
pieces  of  fine  artillery,  and  all  their  baggage  in 
Trenton*  The  next  night  I  receired  orders  to  be 
in  Bristol  before  day:  we  were  there  accordingly, 
and  about  9  o'clock  bq^an  to  embark  one  mile 
above  Bristol,  and  about  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
got  sll  our  troops  and  artillery  over,  consisting  of 
about  3000  men,  and  began  our  march  to  Burling^ 
ton— theinfimtry,  flanked  by  the  rifle-men,  makini^ 
the  advanced  guard.  We  got  there  about  9  o'clock 
and  took  postesiion  of  the  town,  but  found  the 
enemy  had  made  precipitate  retreat  the  day  be- 
fore, bad  as  the  weather  was,  in  a  great  panic.  The 
whole  infantry  and  rifle-men  were  then  urdered  to 
act  out  that  mght  and  make  a  forced  march  to 
BordentowD,  (which  was  about  It  miles),  which 
they  did,  and  took  possession  of  the  town  about 
9  o'clock,  with  a  large  quantity  of  the  enemy's 
stores,  which  they  had  not  time  to  carry  off*.  We 
stayed  there  till  the  army  came  up;  and  the  gene- 
ral finding  the  enemy  were  but  a  few  milea  ahead, 
ordered  the  infantry  to  proceed  to  a  town  called 
Croswick's,  four  miles  from  Bordentown,  and  they 
were  followed  by  one  of  the  Philadelphia  and  one 
of  the  New  England  battalions.  We  got  there 
about  8  o'clock,  and  at  about  10,  (after  we  were 
all  in  quarters),  were  informed  that  the  enemy's 
baggage  was  abont  16  miles  from  us,  under  a  g^uard 
of  300  men.  Some  of  the  militia  colonels  applied 
to  the  infantry  to  make  a  forced  march  that  night 
snd  overhaul  them,  ffe  had  then  been  on  duty  four 
.  nigfut  and  dajftp  making  forced  marches^  -nUhout  nx 
how  tleep  in  the  vfhole  time,'  whereupon  the  infontry 
officers  of  all  the  companies  unanimously  declared 


It  was  smdness  to  attempt,  for  that  it  would 
up  aU  our  brave  men,  not  one  of  whom  bad  yet 
gave  out,  but  every  one  idll  suppose  were 
fiitigued.    They  then  sent  off  a  party  who 

freah^  but  they  knocked  up  before  th^  got  up  with 
them,  and  came  back  and  met  us  st  this  lows 
next  morning.    They  surrounded  a  liouss  whos 
there  wjm  six  tories— took  three  of  them**HMM  pot 
off.~end  one  who  run  and  would  not  atom  was  ahet 
dead.    They  gave  him  wsming  first  by  ralllm, 
and  at  laat  ahot  two  buUeta  over  bia  head,  but  hs 
still  persisted,  and  the  next  two  shots  ons  baUei 
went  through  his  arm  and  one  through  his  hesrt. 
The  enemy  have  fled  before  us  in  the 
panic  that  ever  was  knowni  we  heard  tUi 
that  they  have  fled  from  Princeton,  and  that  they 
were  hard  pressed  by  Wsshington.    Never  vers 
Bttn  is  h^er  spirits  thsn  our  whole  sr^y  is;  mss 
are  sick,  and  aU  are  determined  to  exurpats  thea 
firom  the  Jersey,  but  I  believe  the  enesiy^  ftsrs 
wiU  do  it  befiire  we  get  up  with  them.     The 
Henians,  firom  the  genersl  to  the  common  soldier^ 
curse  and  imprecate  the  war,  and  swear  th^  wan 
sent  here  to  be  slaughtered;  that  they  nevte  wffl 
leave  New-York  sgain,  till  they  aail  for  Evrope. 
Jeraey  will  be  the  moat  whiggish  eohwy  os  the 
continent:  the  very  Quakera  declare  Ibr  taking  sp 
arms.    Tou  cannot  imagine  the  distress  of  t^s 
country.    They  have  stripped  every  body  shsMt 
without  distinction— even  of  sll  their  clothes,  ssd 
have  beat  and  abuaed  men,  women  and  children, 
in  the  most  cruel  manner  ever  heard  o£    We  have 
taken  a  number  of  prisoners,  in  our  route.  He 
and  Britiah,  to  the  amount  of  about  20.    It 
likely,  through  the  blessing  of  Providence,  that 
we  ahall  retake  Jersey  again  without  the  loss  of  a 
man,  except  one  gen.  Washington  loat  at  Trenton. 
The  enemy  seem  to  be  bending  their  way  to  Ambcj 
with  all  speed,  but  I  hope  we  shall  come  up  with 
the  Princeton  baggage  yet,  and  also  get  a  ahare 
of  their  large  atores  at  Brunswick.    1  hope,  if  I 
live,  to  see  the  conquest  of  Jersey,  and  set  off 
home  again  in  two  weeks.    Some  of  my  men  have 
complained  a  little,  but  not  to  say  sick;  they  are 
all  now  well  here. 

THOMAS  UODNEY. 
Brig.  gen.  Ciitsar  Rodney ,  etq, 

Dover,  July  20th,  1779. 
DxAnsta— Tou  will  readily  grant  that  it  ia  evident 
from  the  low  credits  of  our  money,  that  the  atate 
of  our  finances  is  bad  enough  yet  I  think  congreas 
ia  too  much  alarmed  on  thia  head,  and  ia  thereby 
urged  into  measures  that  still  tend  to  depress  the 
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eredit  of  Uie  money.  TU  well  enough  tlmt  thty 
•hauldaUrinItiep«ipte,that  every  exertion  nw;  be 
ntde  by  them  to  support  con^rei*  in  tticir  dim 
*nre>  for  r«i«ing  the  v»lue  of  the  money — but  if 
congrei*  be  too  much  alarmed  themselTei,  they 
will  not  be  so  likely  to  direct  theae  exertion*  in 
the  beat  ninncr  to  anatrer  eireelually  the  pnrpoae 
intended.  Congress,  in  my  humble  opinion,  ought 
ta  be  cool,  unifarm  and  firm,  in  vhat  they  do  on 
a'a  head.  Taxation,  if  not  impeded  by  other 
meant,  will  reslore  the  money  much  iooner  p«r- 
bapi  than  congriis  apprehend)  for,  by  this  means, 
without  deatroying  one  bill,  one  half  the  money, 
at  leail,  will  be  taken  out  of  circulation,  and  the 
people  will  loon  be  amazed  to  aee  the  mone^  dii- 
appear,  without  hearing  thatanyof  itiadettrayed. 
Thu  poaition  will  appear  evident  to  you  when  you 
conrider,  that,  frum  the  moment theprccent  tax  is 
collected,  (if  the  plan  ii  punued),  tb^e  will  ■!- 
viya  be  »t  least  aixty  million!  of  dolUn  locked  up 
in  the  treMuriei — and  as  fast  as  an;  part  of  this 
•um  i*  dealt  out  to  supply  the  esigenciei  of  ihe 
war,  it  ought  to  be  supplied  by  the  taxea  coming 
in.  I  think  there  can  be  nodoubt  but  a  aum,  -equal 
to  what  I  have  mentioned,  will  alvayi  remain  in  the  I 
treuuryi  that  is,  between  the  hands  of  the  lirat  cot- 1 
lectors  and  those  that  pay  it  out  to  the  people 
agidn:  and  while  it  is  there,  it  ^11  be  out  of  siglit 
-  and  out  of  circulation. 

Bat  if  taxation  hu  been  too  long  neglected,  anil 
i«  now  too  slow  to  supply  yourpreaent  demand,  il 
il  better  to  borrow,  than  emit  any  more  money — 
but  not  upon  unususi  inlcreat; — a  higher  interest 
than  aaual,  holds  oiit  that  the  people  are  Dot  ready 
jwd  willing  to  support  the  public  credit,  and  ihii ' 
the  security  it  doubtful.  An  sccumulating  inte- 
rett,  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the  ! 
qoaotity  of  money,  holds  out  that  you  intend  10  { 
emit  more— that  is,  that  you  wilt  roike  tliemonsier 
yet  more  tenible,  that  has  frigbteoed  every  body 
almoit  out  of  their  wit*  already. 

Borrowing  it  a  measure  I  never  would  advise,  If 
the  neceasity  of  our  circumstances  did  not  drive  us 
into  it,  by  being  past  the  opportunity  of  better 
meaoi;  but  at  we  are  now  circumt lanced,  borrcw- 
tng  may  have  an  exlraordinsry  good  elTeei,  if  the 
measure  ta  wisely  conducted — that  it,  if  the  friend  ^ 
to  America  would  form  Ibemielves  into  bodies,  ur 
small  societies,  and  every  man  iubscribe  according 
to  his  abilities  to  lend  the  public  at_ usual  interest, 
and  each  society  to  appoint  one  or  more  of  their 
membeH  to  take  a  ceriiBcale  fbr  the  gross 
the/ •Ulubacribet  in  trust  to  receive  and  pa;  each  1 


member  hi*  interettaannally,  and  bit  principal  u- 
cording  to  the  terms  of  lending. 

This  i*  Uie  mode  the  friends  of  the  cause  are  en- 
deavoring to  promote  here,  that  all  persona  «bat< 
ever  may  have  an  opportunity  of  aubtcribing. 

When  I  tee  large  societies  formed  in  your  city 
to  promote  their  own  particular  tentiment  aboHt 
ilie  contlitutioQ  of  government,  I  cannot  think  they  . 
would  be  backward  inamesiure  of  tliis  sort,  which 
pDSMbly  may  be  the  means  of  saving  the  very  esist- 
ence  of  that  government. 

The  mode  that  I  would  advise  in  your  city  wmtld 
be  this:  Let  each  clai*  of  people,  according  to 
their  calling,  aitooiate  togethet-~and  let  the  iiicr> 
chuita,  who  we  may  luppose  the  monied  men,  b»> 

igin — their  example  will  toon  be  followed  by  the 

Ireat. 

This  would  convince  hoth  oar  fnendt  and  cne> 
<miea,  aa  well  abroad  as  at  home,  that  the  peoplS 
ire  determined  to  support  the  public  credit,  and 
theonly  hopethat  Sriiain  now  hat  would  vanith  la 
!a  moment. 

Once  this  example  it  set,  he  that  it  able,  and 
does  not  follow  il,  will  give  tbe  alrongest  proof  of 
l<U  diitfTeciion,  and  ought  to  be  regarded  accord. 

TItere  are  few  evils  but  what  have  benefits  pro- 
portionate attendant  on  them.  War  cannot  be  car- 
ithout  supplies,  and  the  high  pricei  given 
fnr  tliero  for  twelve  months  past,  ha*  encouraged 
the  merchant  and  the  farmer  in  aucb  a  degree,  that 
we  see  industry,  enterprise  and  plenty  abound  eve- 
ry where— so  that,  in  my  private  view,  (notwith- 
standing tbe  state  of  our  finances),  our  circum- 
sunce* arethe most  flourislii.ig  that  Ihey  have  bero 
since  the  war  began. 

THOMAS  UODXEY. 
Camr  Itidnfif,  eij. 

Philadtiptua,  Ju!y  22(?,  1779. 
Dc*K  tia— I  have  received  your  favor   of  the 
l~th,  for  which  and  tbe  enclosure  1  am  much  oblig- 
ed, as  1  shall  always  be  for  a  communication    of 
your  tentimenti  on  public  atTsirt. 

1  so  much  agreed  with  you  eoncemtog  the  er- 
Ipt.liency  o.*  acceding  to  the  confederation,  thaugb. 
rtP  you  juttly  observe,  in  several  particulars  eieep- 
lioaable,  that  I  used  what  little  influence  I  had  to 
Rjrward  its  ratificatian  by  our  state;  advising,  at 
Die  same  time,  a  strong  declaration  upon  the  parts 
objected  to,  addrened  to  congress,  and  pointedly 
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expceiiiilP  our  eipaeUtioa  of  a  revliiM  and  alter- 
alioii  tbaraof  at  a  man  mounmlea^  aeaaoa. 


Vow  refleeUona  on  our  loaB«  and  4m  soae  other 
Itroeaodiiigt,  Ifcar.art  too  well  fiwndod.— Our  dif* 
lleultiet  are  prodigioiif.  We  aee  the  wiadoa  of 
your  propoial  to  itop  the  preMet— we  peroeive 
taxation  to  be  of  ai  niicfa  importance  aa  you  men- 
tioo-^we  are  desirona  of  borrowinf  en  the  lowest 
terma— but,  while  we  haTO^ao  ouny  tlioosands  to 
supply  with  neeeitaries,  and  while  the  demanda  up- 
on ua  for  the  articles  we  mqit  porehaie  are  daily 
and  hourly  rising  upon  us.  with  snch  a  boundless 
atr^tch^to  what  purpose  are  loans  and  taxes?* 

I  have  esteeo&ed  it  my  duty  since  I  have  been  hi 
eoQfress,  to  keep  my  eyes  constantly  fixed  on  the 
pcerenUng  further  emissions— and  aeferal  atcps 
have  been  taken  towarda  that  point,  that  are 
known  but  by  very  few  to  lead  towards  it:  some 
others  are  now  under  con8ideration»and  1  am  im- 
patiently waiting  for  the  moment,  when  a  prospect 
of  carrying  on  alTairs  without  iiirther  emissions, 
and  a  likdihood  of  succeeding  in  the  attempt*  will 
permit  me  to  more  for  stopping  the  presses. 

Mrs.  IMckinson  and  Sally,  with  myself,  deshre  to 

be  very  affieetioaately  remembered  to  your  family. 

I  am,  air,  your  sincerely  alfeetloBate  and  Tery 

hnmble  aerfant, 

JOHN  mCKINSOX. 

PhiUidelpkia,  June  U,  1781. 
Sxa— You  will  find  by  the  contents  of  this,  that 
h  is  a  confiienttal  letter,  conveying  you  very  im- 
portant and  pleasing  intelligence. 

Congress  has  received  a  letter  from  the  kiag  of 
France,  and  are  also  otherwise  officially  informed 
by  his  minister  here,  that  the  empress  of  Russia 
threw  out  tn  invitation  for  the  belligerent  powers 
to  apply  for  her  mediation,  at  which  the  court  of 
London  eagerly  caught,  and  mentioned  the  empe- 
ror of  Germany  as  another  mediator^and  a  con- 
gress was  proposed  to  be  opened  at  Vienna,  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  a  general  peace.  The  anawer 
of  the  court  of  France  was,  that  they  could  send 
no  plenipotentiaries  to  said  congress,  till  they  had 
consulted  their  allies;  but,  aa  the  mediators  are 
■ochxespectable  powers,  and  may  be  so  folly  relied 
on  for  justice,  the  king  presses  tlie  United  Sutes 
to  submit  to  the  mediation-^and  that  the  first  pre- 
Uounary  he  will  insist  on,  previous  to  any  other  ne- 
gociatkm,  shall  be,  the  independence  of  the  United 
States,  in  full— -snd  upon  obtaming  thia,  requeat 


demands  as  pouible,  that  the  mediating 
Huy  therdiy  reedve  fkvorsUe  impressloBS  sTssr 
equity  end  justice.  The  ssmt  tM^sidng  sppHmr 
tion  was  made  to  theoourt  of  Spokiyniid  thdr  mh 
swer  was,  tiiat  they  could  not  do  any  thliv  but  is 
coojuDotioa  with  thdr  ally,  the  king  of  Fftmcs  m 
that  the  congress  of  medUtei  is  likely  to  be  de- 
layed till  our  despatches  reach  France,  llowsrcr, 
the  kingaays  that,  if  ha  is  so  pressed  that  he  o^ 
not  decently  delay  sending  a  pleidpoientisry  tB 
that  time,  he  shall  insist  on  the  prefisainary  before 
mentioned,  and  then  only  proceed  in  the  negnda-* 
tkm  so  as  to  have  it  in  auch  fbrmdnesa  aa  will 
not  injure  America  against  thdr  pknipotentiglBS 
and  hwtructions  arrived.  The  king  of  France  tUoks 
that  very  equitable  terms  of  peace  may  be  obtain* 
ed  through  this  medktioii,  bat  urges  ua  atrun|Hf 
to  exert  ourselves  this  campaign— as  the  vrcstisg 
the  southern  atatea  out  of  tbe  handa  of  the  llritiBh« 
will  contribute  greatly  to  lessen  thdr  demands  sad 
nuke  them  more  readily  incline  to  equitable  tarns 
of  peace;  and  that  our  exertiona  ought  to  be  quick 
and  vigorous^  lest  a  truce  ahould  take  place:  and 
to  ensure  tbe  success  of  this  flBcdiadon  wn,  oi^bl 
to  make  the  most  ample  and  vigorous  prcpsmtimi' 
fiir  oarrylng  on  the  war.  Britain  sMdo  aa  attempt 
through  a  Mr.  Cumbertmd,  to  aegoclata  a  sspmatn 
trea^  with  Spaia;  but  thia  baa  foiled,  tbaa|tb  Mr. 
Cumberiand  la  atill  at  Madrid.  Spafai  waold  nat 
treat  but  in  coigtmction  with  France,  and  Fnaes 
csnnot  treat  but  in  conjunction  with  Aawries. 
Thus  are  we  linked  together,  so  that  the  iadepea- 
denceof  America  now  standson  prosperous  grsua^ 
and  no  further  doubt  need  to  remain  about  H:  for 
this  much  is  certdn-ndt  the  powers  of  Europe^ 
(Britain  excepted),  wish  us  to  be  independeat 
Thus  far  in  confidence,  with  this  addition^  that 
congpress  have  appointed  Dr.  Prinklln,  J.  Adams, 
i.  Jay,  H.  Laurena  and  governor  Jefferaon,  their 
plenipotentiaries  for  settling  the  peace.  They  firjt 
agreed  to  appoint  but  one,  and  Adams  was  ap- 
pointed before  1  came  up;  they  then  agreed  to  add 
two  more,  then  Jay  was  appointed— tfien  Jefferson 
had  five  votes,  Franklin  four,  and  Laurens  one. 
The  statea  voted  the  same  way  three  times.  Thea- 
I  propoeed  to  the  members  of  Vir^nia  and  Pena# 
sylvania  that  we  should  appoint  them  both,  which 
being  generally  agreed  to,  this  day  was  appomtcd 
for  the  purpose,  and  then  Laurens  was  induded*- 
80  the  appointment  now  consists  of  five.  New 
Hampshire,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland* 
were  for  Franklin,  South  Carolina  for  Laurens,  and 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Jersey,  Virginia  and 


that  tbe  stiftes  nsy  be  ss  moderate  }n  sU  other  i  North  pnrolina  for  Jefferf onj  Rhode  Island  and 
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■i«. 


Stw  York  unrepresented;  Georgia  absent.    Mr. ling  whipped.    Their  detertioni,  I  belietc,  hate 
M'K<Nin  wanted  to  alter  in  faror  of  Jefierton  and  been  rare,  and  their  sickness  but  little.    When 


leave  Franklin  out.  which,  upon  Qeorgia*8  •oming 

in,  would  have  carried  biro;  but  I  would  not  give 

Up  Franklin,  and  by  the  manner  of  proposing  to 

Appoint  them  both,  got  him  appointed-^though 

this  waa  exceedingly  against  the  grain  of  several 

members.    He  will  now  be  put  at  the  head  of  the 

commission.    His  abilities,  character  and  influence 

nre  what  will  be  of  most  use  to  us  in  Europe. 

I  am,  your  most  obedient, 

THOMAS  RODNEY. 
tlis  excellency 

Cxtar  Hodnep,  etq.  Dover. 

AMBBIC4ir  AVD  FrENCB  SOLDIlBfl* 

n'iUiamtburg,  I6th  Dec.  1781. 

Dbab  STB— Afler  the  departure  of  gen.  Wash- 
ington, the  French  qtiartered  themselves  upon  the 
people,  of  this  and  some  other  towns,  a  la  m§i/e 
miUtaire,  and  gave  no  amall  offenCei  but  they  are 
bow  dancing  tliem  into  good  humor  again  by  a  ball 
every  week.  I  had  myself  a  pefit  gutnt  with  a 
French  officer,  by  which  I  was  turned  out  of  my 
quarters,  and,  connequently,  came  off  but  second 
best.  Being  summoned  before  count  Rocbambeau 
to  answer  for  my  rebellious  condudi  I  received  a 
long  lecture  on  the  subject  of  politeness  to  friends 
end  allies,  with  intimations  of  bis  power  to  punish 
obstinacy.  Although!  was  put  into  quarters  equally 
good  with  those  I  was  compelled  to  leave,  I  must 
confess,  I  did  not  perfectly  understand  the  French 
p%Uten€M8^  in  the  mode  of  exc!iange.  The  old  count, 
I  believe,  haa  either  forgotten  or  forgiven  me^  as  a 
day  or  two  ago  he  gave  me  an  invitation  to  dine 

ivith  him. 

• 
It  must  be  mortifying  to  our  poor  deviU  to  ob 
Berve  the  comfortable  and  happy  life  of  French 
soldiers*  They  appear  on  parade  every  day  like 
fine  gentlemen,  as  neat  as  their  officers,  and  hardly 
to  be  distinguished  from  them.  They  are  paid 
eoce  a  week^  and,  by  their  happy  countenance,  ap- 
pear to  want  nothing.  A  centinel  is  not  allowed 
to  stand  upon  duty  without  a  warm  watch-coat  in 
addition  to  his  other  clothing.  The  officers  treat 
the  soldiers  with  attention,  humanity  and  respect, 
and  appear  to  employ  all  the  means  necessary  to 
inspire  them  with  sentiments  of  honor.  Except 
Bome  horse  jockeying  and  plundering,  at  the  re- 
duction of  York,  I  have  heard  of  no  atesling  among 
them. — Theft  is  said  to  be  a  crime  held  in  univer- 
sal abhorrence  among  them.    I  have  not  aeen  or 


will  our  army  bear  the  comparison? 

JAMES  TILTON. 
Tko^t  Itodneyt  ^'9* 


British  Parliament. 

Extract  from  the  tpeech  of  Jf^um  Wilkes,  delivered 
in  the  haute  of  commoyit,  on  the  6th  of  Feb.  1775, 
•ti  lord  NoBTu's  propoMeJU  to  declare,  that  a  re- 
bellion exlited  in  the  cWsay  ^f  Maeoachutettt,  ^c. 
Prom  Botta^s  hiotory, 

"I  am  indeed  surprised,  that.  In  a  business  of  so 
much  moment  as  this  before  the  house,  respect- 
ing the  Brit  isb  colonies  in  America,  a  cause  which 
comprehends  almost  every  question  relative  to  the 
common  riglits  of  mankind,  almost  every  question 
of  policy  and  legislation,  it  should  be  resolved  to 
proceed  with  so  little  circumspection,  or  rather 
with  so  much  precipiution  and  heedless  impru* 
denee.  With  what  temerity  are  we  assured,  that  the 
same  men  who  have  been  so  often  overwhelmed 
with  praises  for  their  attachment  to  thia  country, 
for  their  forwardness  to  grant  it  the  necessary 
succours,  for  the  valour  they  have  signalized  in 
its  defence,  have  all  at  once  so  degenerated  fh>m 
tlieir  ancient  manners,  as  to  merit  the  appellation 
of  seditious,  ungratefUl,  impious  rebels!  But  if 
such  a  change  baa  indeed  been  wrought  in  the 
minds  of  this  most  loyal  people^  it  must  at  least 
be  admitted,  that  affections  so  extraordinary  could 
only  have  been  produced  by  some  very  powerful 
cause*  But  who  is  ignorant,  who  needs  to  be  told 
of  the  new  madness  that  infatuates  our  ministers? 
—who  has  not  seen  the  tyrannical  counsels  they 
have  pursued)  for  the  last  ten  years?  They  would 
now  have  os  carry  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  a 
resolution^  stamped  with  rashness  and  injustice, 
fraught  with  blood,  and  a  horrible  futurity.  But 
before  this  be  allowed  them,  before  the  signal  of 
civil  war  be  given,  before  they  are  permitted  to 
force  Englishmen  to  sheath  their  awords  in  the 
bowels  of  their  fellow  subjects,  1  hope  this  house 
will  consider  the  rights  of  humanity,  the  original 
ground  and  cause  of  the  present  dispute.  H^ve 
we  justice  on  our  side?  Noi  asaureilly,  no.  He 
must  be  altogether  a  stranger  to  the  British  con- 
stitution, who  does  not  knuw  that  contribuiions  are 
voluntary  gifta  of  the  people;  and  aingularly  blind, 
not  to  perceive  that  the  words  ''liberty  and  pro- 
perty," BO  grateful  to  English  ears,  are  nothing 
better  than  mockery  and  insult  to  the  Americans, 
if  their  property  can  be  taken  without  their  eon- 


heard  of  any  instance^  y€t,qf  a  Frcmok  0»ldicf  be-lsmu    4^  vriuU  motive  «n  tk««  Mist  for  Uifai 
—-.44. 
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*^o  deny  that  the  legislative  power  of  Great 
Britain  it  entire,  general,  and  sovereign,  over  all 
ptrti  of  its  dominions,  appears  to  me  too  puerile 
to  merit  a  serious  answer.    What  I  would  say  is, 
that,  under  this  cover  of  rights,  under  this  color 
of  privileges,  under  these  pretexts  of  immunities, 
the  good  and  loyal  Americans  have  concealed  a 
design,  not  new,  but  now  openly  declared,  to  cast 
off  every  species  of  superiority,  and  become  altoge- 
ther an  independent  nation.    They  complained  of 
the  stamp-act.    It  was  repealed.    Did  this  satisfy 
them?    On  the  contrary,  they  embittered  more 
than  ever  our  respective  relations^  now  refusing 
to  indemnify  the  victims  of  their  violence,  and  now 
to  rescind  resolutions  that  were  so  many  strides 
towards  rebellion.    And  yet,  in  these  cases,  there 
was  no  question  of  taxes,  either intemalor  external. 
A  duty  was  afterwards  imposed  on  glass,  paper, 
colours,  and  tea.    They  revolted  anew;  and  the 
bounty  of  this  too  indulgent  mother  again  revoked 
the  greater  part  of  these  duties,  leaving  only  that 
upon  tea,  which  may  yield,  at  the  utmost,  sixteen 
thdusand  pounds  sterling.    Even  this  inconsidera- 
ble ioipcat.  Great  Britain,  actuated  by  a  meekness 
and  forbesrance  without  example,  would  have  re- 
pealed also,  if  the  colonists  had  peaceably  ex- 
pressed their  wishes  to  this  effect.    At  present, 
they  bitterly  complain  of  the  regular  troops  sent 
amongst  them  to  maintain  the  public  repose.    But, 
in  the  nam&  of  God,  what  is  the  cause  of  their 
presence  in  Boston?   American  disturbances.    If 
the  colonists  had  not  first  interrupted  the  general 
tranquility,   if  they  had  respected  property,  pub- 
lic and  private;  if  they  had  not  openly  resistod  the 
?HWs  of  parliament  and  the  ordinances  of  the  king, 
they  would  not  have  seen  armed  soldiers  within 
their  walls.  But  the  tnith  is,  they  expressly  excite 
the  causes,  in  order  to  be  able  afterwards  to  bemoan 
the  effects.    When  they  were  menaced  with  real 
danger,  when  they  were  beset  by  enemies  from 
within  and  from  without,  they  not  only  consented 
to  admit  regular  troops  into  the  very  heart  of  their 
provinces,  but  urged  us,  with  the  most  earnest 
solicitations,  to  send  them:  but  now  the  danger  is 
past,  and  the  colonists,  by  our  treasure  and  blood, 
are  restored  to  their  original  security;  now  these 
troops  have  becomenecessary  to  repress  the  factious, 
to  sustain  the  action  of  the  laws,  their  presence  is 
contrary  to  the  constitution,  a  manifest  violation  of 
American  nberty,  an  attempt  to  introduce  tyranny; 
as  if  it  were  not  the  right  and  the  obligation  of  the 
supreme  authorit}*,  to  protect  the  peace  of  the 
interior  as  well  sis  that  of  the  exterior,  and  to  repress 
internal  as  effectually  as  external  enemies* 


*'As  though  the  Americans  were  fearftil  of  bemg 
called,  at  a  future  day,  to  take  part  in  the  aatimsl 
representation,  they  pre  occupy  the  groimd,  sad 
warn  'you^  in  advance,  that,  considering  their  dis> 
tance,  they  cannot  be  represented  in  the  BritiA 
parliament:  which  means,  if  I  am  not  dccetvadf 
that  they  will  not  have  a  representative  power  ia 
common  with  England,  but  intend  to  enjoy  om 
by  themselves,  perfectly  diatinot  from  this  of  the 
parent  state.    But  why  do  I  waste  time  in  these 
vain  subtleties?  Not  content  with  exciting  disoord 
at  home,  with  disturbing  all  the  institutions  of 
social  life,  they  endeavor  also  to  scatter  the  gemei 
of  division  in  the  neighboring  colonies,  such  ss 
Nova  Scotia,  the  Floridas,  and  especiaUy  Canada. 
Nor  is  this  the  end  of  their  intrigues.    Have  wc 
not  read  here,  in  this  land  of  genuine  felicity,  the 
incendiary  expressions  of  their  address  to  theEif- 
lish  people,  designed  to  allure  them  to  the  side 
of  rebellion?    Yes,  they  have  wilshed,  and  with  sll 
their  power  have  attempted,  to  introduce  into  the 
bosom  of  this  happy  country,  outrage,  tumultib 
devastation,  pillage,  bloodshed,  and  open  resilt* 
ance  to  the  laws!    A  thousand  times  undone  the 
English  people,  should  they  suffer  themsdveBts 
be  seduced  by  the  flatteries  of  the  Americaas! 
The  sweet  peace,  the  inestimable  liberty,  they 
now  enjoy,  would  toon  be  replaced  by  the 
ferocious  anarchy,  devouring  their  wealth,  i 
ing  their  strength,  contaminating  and  destroying 
all  the  hsppiness  of  their  existence.    Already  have 
the  colonists  trampled  on  all  restraints;  already 
have  they  cast  off  all  human  respect;  and,  amidst 
their  subtle  machinations,  and  the  shades  To  which 
they  envelop  themselves,  they  suffer,  as  it  were,  ia 
spite  of  themselves,  their  culpsble  designs  to  sp* 
pear.  If  they  have  not  yet  acquired  the  consistence, 
they  at  least  assume  the  forms,  of  an  independent 
nation. 

*'Who  among  us  has  not  felt  emotions  khidling 
deep  in  his  breast,  or  transports  of  indignatior.,  at 
the  reading  of  the  decrees  of  congress,  in  which, 
with  a  language  and  a  tone  better  beseeming  the 
haughty  courts  of  Versailles  or  of  Madrid,  than  the 
subjects  of  a  great  king,  they  ordain  imperiously 
the  cessation  of  all  commerce  between  their  coun- 
try and  our  own?  We  may  transport  our  mer- 
chandise and  our  commodities  among  all  other 
nations.  It  is  only  under  the  inhospitable  skies 
of  America,  only  in  this  country,  dyed  with  the 
blood,  and  bathed  in  the  sweat,  we  have  shed  for 
tlie  ssfety  snd  prosperity  of  its  inhabitants,  that 
English  industry  cannot  hope  for  protection,  can- 
not find  an  asylum!     Are  we  then  of  a  spirit  to 
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•ndure  tli«t  our  •ubjeeu  tnce  tround  us  the 
circle  of  Popiliui,  tnA  proudly  declare  on  whit 
«oaditiani  tbey  wilt  de'tpt  to  obey  ihe  uicin^t 
kws  «f  the  common  comxtyl  Bui  all  succeedi  lo 
Ibcw  wiali:  the;  hope,  from  our  magnanlmitv,  that 
W*r  will  reault,  and  rrom  war,  independence.  And 
what  a  people  ia  iliii,  whom  benefita  cannot  oblige, 
whom  clemfitey  exuiperate*,  whom  the  neceisity 
of  dehncr,  created  by  thcmaelre*,  ofTe  ndsl 

"If,  therefore,  no  doubt  can  remain  as  to  the  pro- 
jccia  at  tbeae  ungrateful  coloniaUi  if  itn  unireraal 
reajatance  to  the  civil  goTemnient,  and  to  the  Uwb 
of  the  country;  if  the  interr<iplion  of  a  free  iri<] 
reciprocal  eaniinerce  between  one  part  and  am 
Act  of  the  realm;  if  reiiaiing  every  act  of  the  tti 
tiah  ligiilature,  and  abiolutely,  in  word  and  deed, 
daying  the  aoreteipi^  of  thia  eountryi  if  laying 
■trang  hand  on  the  revenues  of  America;  if  seizin 
bia  majeity'i  furtf,  arlilteiy,  and  ammufliiioni 
exeiting  and  itimuUting,  by  every  tneani,  th 
whole  (ubjecia  of  America  to  take  at-ms,  and  lo 
reiiat  the  conitiiutional  authority  of  Gi 
tain,  arc  acta  oT  treaaon,  then  are  Ihe  Americans 
in  a  itatc  of  the  moat  flagrant  rebellion.    \ 
tort,  then,  should  we  delay  to  take  resoluii 
anrea?    If  m  other  alternative  ia  left  u*,  : 
■acenary  to  use  the  power  which  we  enji 
d«r  Heaven,  liir  the  protection  of  the  wlio 
^re,  let  ut  show  the  American*,  that,  i 
tnceitora  deluged  tbia  country  with  their  blood, 
to  leare  ui  a  free  eonatitution,  we,  like 
defiance  of  faction  at  borne  and  rebelliuLi  abroad, 
an  determined,   in  glorious   emulation  uf  Ibc 
example,  to  tranaroit  it,  perfiect  and  unimpaired, 
our  posterity.    1  hear  it  said  by  these  pr^pugato 
«f  nniatcr  auguries,  that  wa  shall  be  vanquished 
In  tkia  contest.    But  all  human  enterprizea  are 
never  without  a  something  of  uncer:ainty.     Ar 
Ugh-nioded  men  for  this  to  stand  listNis,  iini 
■nilolently  abandon  to  the  caprices  of  farlune  thi 
conduct  of  their  affairs?    If  this  daatardlv  doctrine 
pievailed,  if  none  would  ever  act  without  aasur- 
ancG  of  the  event,  assuredly  no  generous  entei 
priae  would  ever  be  attemptedj  chance,  and  blini 
dcttiny,  would  govern  the  world.    1  irusl,  hovp- 
CTcr,  in  the  preaent  criiia,  we  may  ci.erisli  b- 
hopes:  fur,  even  omittinf;  the  bravery  of  our  aoli. 
and  the  ability  of  our  generals,  loytl  subjects 
■at  ao  rare  in  America  u  some  believe,  or  a 
to  believe.    And,  besides,  will  the  Amerlcaaa  lung 
■npport  the  privation  of  all  the  things  ner-essary  to 
life,  wfaiftb  our  numerous  navy  will  prevent  from 
reacting  their  shore*' 


"This  is  what  I  think  of  our  present  situationr 

hese  are  the  sentiments  of  a  man  neii^rr  partial, 

tor  vehement,  but  free  from  all  prepossesiions, 

ind  ready  to  combat  and  shed  the  list  drop  of  his 

blood,  to  put  down  the  eacesses  of  license,  to 

irpate  the  germes  of  cruel  anarchy,  to  defend 

'  rij^hts  and  the  pririleges  of  this  most  i^inoeent 

peoplr,  whether  he  fmda  their  enemies  in  thesiv(i|;e 

'  .\mericB,  or  in  tlic  cultivated  plain*  of 

Er  gland. 

"And  if  there  are  Catalines  among  us,  who  plot 
In  darknesi  pernicious  schemes  against  the  state, 
let  them  he  unveiled  uid  drs{;ged  to  light,  tbst 
ihey  miy  f>s  offered  a  sacrifice,  a*  victims  to  the 
ance  of  this  courteous  coimtty;  thsltheir 
names  may  be  stamped  with  infamy  to  the  latest 
posterity,  mtd  tlieir  memory  held  in  execration,  by 
of  wonh,  in  every  future  age!" 


Eulugiumon  Warren. 

From  Batta's  history  of  the  American  war,— pub- 
lished, lie  says,  "in  the  Philsdelpbia  papers," 
but  we  know  not  trhen,  or  where,  or  by  whom,  it 
v:it  delivered,  which  we  should  have  been  glad 
to  have  ascertained. 

"Wliat  spectacle  more  noble,"  than  this,  of  a 
hero  who  has  pven  bis  life  for  the  safety  of  coun- 
try!    Approach,  cruel  minisiers,  and  contemplate 
tbe  fnii;!  ofyour  sanguinary  edicts.     What  repara- 
tion can  jou  offer  to  tiis  children  tor  the  loss  of 
luch  a  fjiiher,  to  the  king  for  that  of  ao  good  a 
subject,  lo  ibe  country  for  that  of  so  devoted  a 
Send  hither  your  satelHtes;  come,  feast 
your  vindictive  rage:  the  moit  impUcible  enemy 
to  tyrH'ils  is  no  more.     We  conjure  you  respect 
these  his  honored  remains.    Have  comptsiion  on 
the  fate  of  a  mother  overwhelmed   with   despair 
wiih  age.    or  him,  nothing  is  left  that  you 
still  fear.    His  eloquence  is  mute;  his  arms 
fallen   from  his  hand:  then   lay  do*n  your*: 
t  more  have  you  to  perpetrate,  barbarians  Ihat 
you  utt    But,  while  the  nime  of  American  liberty 
that  of  Warren  will  fire  o<ir  bfeasis,  and 
ur  arms,  againut  the  pest  of  sLiiiding 


"Appro.ich,  senators  of  Americ*!  Come, 
dtlibcraie  here,  upon  the  intcrtata  of  the  o 
colonics.  Listen  to  the  voice  of  this  illtis<rion< 
cilizcn:  lie  intreats,  he  ei'.orlo,  he  implore*  yon 
not  to  disiurb  bis  present  felicity  with  the  doubt, 
that  be,  perliaps,  has  sacrificed  his  life  for  a  pcuiil; 
of  B  laves; 
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"Come  hither,  ye  soldien,  ye  chanpions  of  Ame- 
rican liberty,  and  contemplate  a  spectacle  which 
ahould  inflame  your  generous  hearts  with  even  a 
new  motive  to  glory.  Remember,  his  shade  ^ill 
hovers,  unexpiated,  among  us.  Ten  thousand 
ministerial  soldiers  would  not  suffice  to  com- 
pensate his  death.  Let  ancient  ties  be  no  restraint: 
Ibes  of  liberty  are  no  longer  the  brethren  of  free- 
men. Give  edge  to  your  arms,  and  lay  them  not 
down,  till  tyranny  be  expelled  from  the  British 
empire,  or  America,  at  least,  become  the  real  seat 
of  liberty  and  happiness. 

''Approach  ye  also,  American  fathers  and  Ameri- 
can mothers;  come  hither,  and  contemplate  the 
first  fruits  of  tyranny:  behold  your  friend,  the 
defender  of  your  liberty,  the  honor,  the  hope  of 
your  country:  see  this  illustrious  hero,  pierced 
with  wounds,  and  bathed  in  his  own  blood.  But 
let  not  your  grief,  let  not  your  tears  be  steril.  Go, 
hasten  to  jrour  homes,  and  there  teach  your  chil- 
dren to  detest  the  deeds  of  tyranny;  lay  before  them 
the  horrid  scene  you  have  beheld:  let  their  hair 
stand  on  end;  let  their  eyes  sparkle  with  fire;  let 
resentment  kindle  every  feature;  let  their  lips  vent 
threats  and  indignation:  then— then— put  arms  into 
their  hands,  send  them  to  battle,  and  let  your  last 
injunction  be,  to  return  victorious,  or  to  die,  like 
Warren,  in  the  arms  of  liberty  and  of  glory! 


taintng,  in  themselves,  the  best  portnit  ol  the 
father  of  his  country,  drawn  by  hiAsd^  that 
we  had  the  power  to  offer— though  in  detadkid 
parts,  they  must  needs  be  famiUar  to  the  Aae* 
rican  people. 

The  articles  sre— 

1.  Washington's  acceptance  of  the  command  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  June  16, 1775. 

2.  his  letter  to  the  president  of  congreia  Sept 
24,1776. 

3  His  general  orders  to  the  army,  AprQ  18, 1783w 

4.  His  circular  to  the  governors  of  the  several 
states— June  18, 1783. 

5.  On  resigning  his  commission  to  congress  as- 
sembled at  Annapolis,  1783. 

6.  His  speech  to  the  first  congress,  nodcr  the 
constitution,  April  30,  1789. 

To  which  we  might  have  added  his  farewell  al* 
dress  on  retiring  from  the  presidency,  but  tliat 
is  in  the  hands  of  every  body;  and  it  does  aot 
properly  come  within  the  scope  of  the  eonlmU 
of  this  volume.  Bnrm. 

JJ^cecA  of  gen.  Wiuhingtvn  to  eongre»M  m  accepthi 
kU  commniofh  June  15tA,  1775. 
Mr.  President— Though  I  am  truly  sensible  of 

the  high  honor  done  rae^  in  this  appointBent,  yet! 

feel  great  distress,  fiimi  a  consciousnesa  thit  ay 

abilities  and  military  experience  may  not  be  eqosl 


to  the  extensive  and  important  trust:  However,  tf 
-And  ye  generations  of  the  future,  you  will  often  the  congress  desire  it,  I  wiU  enter  upon  the  no- 
look  back  to  this  memorable  epoch.    You  will  mcntous  duty,  and  exert  every  power  I  possess  m 
transfer  the  names  of  traitors  and  of  rebels  from  their  service,  and  for  support  of  the  glorious  cause. 


the  faithful  people  of  America,  to  those  who  have 
merited  tbem.  Your  eyes  will  penetrate  all  the 
iniquity  of  this  scheme  of  despotism,  recently 
plotted  by  the  British  government.  You  will  see 
good  kings  misled  by  perfidious  ministers,  and 
virtuous  ministers  by  perfidious  kings.  You  will 
perceive  that  if  at  first  the  sovereigns  of  Great 
Britain  shed  tears  in  commanding  their  subjects 
to  accept  atrocious  laws,  they  soon  gave  them- 
selves up  to  joy  in  the  midst  of  murder,  expect- 
ing to  see  a  whole  continent  drenched  in  the  blood 
of  freemen.    O,  save  the  human  race  from  the  last 


I  beg  they  will  accept  my  most  cordial  thanks  for 
this  distinguished  testimony  of  their  approbatioo. 

*<But,  lest  some  unlucky  event  should  h^ipei^ 
unfavorable  to  my  reputation,  1  beg  it  may  be  re- 
membered, by  every  gentleman  in  the  room,  that 
I,  this  day,  declare  with  the  utmoat  sincerity,  I 
do  not  think  myself  equal  to  the  command  I  am 
honored  with. 

*'A8  to  pay,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  the  con* 
gress,  that,  as  no  pecuniary  consideration  couU 
hare  tempted  me  to  accept  tliis  arduous  employ- 


outrages,  and  render  a  noble  justice  to  the  Ameri-  ment,  at  the  expense  of  my  domestic  ease  and  hap- 
can  colonies.  Uecall  to  life  the  ancient  Roman  and  piness,  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  profit  from  it 
British  eloquence;  and  be  not  niggardly  of  merited  '  I  will  keep  an  exact  account  of  my  expenses.  Those, 
praises  towards  those  who  have  bequeathed  you  I  doubt  not,  they  will  discharge,  and  that  is  all  I 
liberty.  It  costs  us  floods  of  gold  and  of  blood;  it 
costs  us,  alas!  the  life  of  Warren." 


Commander  in  chief — Washington. 

It  acemed  right  that  we  should  collect  the  follow- 
ing articles,  and  present  them  totfeUur,  as  con- 


desire." 

T§  John  Hancock,  esq,  preiident  of  cengrett. 

Colonel  Morris* 9  on  tfie  Heights  of  H^rlem^  > 

Sept.  24iA,  1776.     > 

Sir— From  the  hours  allotted  to  sleep,  I  will 

borrow  a  few  moments  to  convey  my  thoughts,  oi 
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nmdiy  •mpoptmit  matten,  to  congreii.  I  shall 
Dffer  them  with  the  sincerity  which  ought  to  cba- 
Kcterise  the  man  of  candour,  and  with  the  free- 
dom which  may  be  used  in  giving  useful  inforroa- 
kioo,  without  incurring  the  imputation  ci  pretump- 

We  are  now,  as  it  were,  upon  the  eve  of  another 
diisolation  of  our  army.    The  remembrance  of  the 


such  allowances  as  will  enable  them  to  live  like, 
and  support  the  characters  of,  gentlemen.  Betides, 
something  is  due  to  the  man  who  puts  his  life  in 
^our  hands,  hazards  bis  health,  and  forsakes  the 
sweets  of  domestic  enjoyment.  Why  a  captain  in 
the  continental  serrice  should  receive  no  more 
than  five  shillings  currency  4>er  day,  for  perform- 
ing the  same  duties  that  an  officer  of  the  same 
rank  in  the  British  service  receives  ten  shillings 


^^^m^^^ — ^  .   rank  m  tne  untisn  service  receives  xcn  »ninin^» 

dfaeuUie.  which  happened  upon  the  •ccw.on  Iwt  ^^^.^^  ^   ^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^ 


year,  the  consequences  which  might  have  followed 
the  cbange,  if  proper  advantages  had  been  taken 
by  the  enemy,  added  to  a  knowledge  of  the  pre- 
sent temper  and  aituation  of  the  troops,  reflect  but 
•  very  gloomy  prospect  upon  the  appearance  of 
tbinga  now,  and  satisfy  me  beyond  the  possibility 
of  donbt,  that,  unless  some  speedy  and  effectual 
meaaurea  are  adopted  by  congress,  our  cause  will 
be  lost 

It  is  in  vam  to  expect,  that  any,  or  more  than 
n  trifling  part  of  this  army  will  again  engage  in 
the  service  on  the  encouragement  offered  by  con- 
grcM.    When  men  find  that  their  townamen  and 
companions  are  receiving  twenty,  thirty,  and  more, 
dollars  for  a  few  months'  service  (which  is  truly 
the  case)  it  cannot  be  expected,  without  using 
co^ppolsion;  and  to  force  them  into  tho  service, 
voiiJtd  anawer  no  valuable  purpose.    When  men 
are  irritated,  and  the  passions  inflame^*  they  fly 
haatily  and  cheerfully  to  arms:  but  after  the  first 
caotions  are  over,  a  soldier  reasoned  with  upon 
tbe  goodnets  of  the  cause  be  is  engaged  in,  and 
the  Ineatimable  rights  he  is  contending  for,  hears 
yott  with  paiience,  and  acknowledgea  the  truth  of 
your  obaervation,  but  adds,  that  it  is  of  no  more 
inqiortance  to  him  than  others.    The  officer  makes 
yo«  the  same  reply,  with  this  further  remark,  that 
bb  pay  will  not  support  him,  and  he  cannot  ruin 
bimaelf  and  family  to  aerve  his  country,  when  every 
nember  of  the  community  is  equally  interested  and 
benefited  by  bis  labors. 


when  the  latter  is  provided  with  every  necessary 
he  requires,  upon  the  best  terms,  and  the  former 
can  acarcely  procure  them  at  any  rate.  There  is 
nothing  that  gives  a  man  consequence,  and  renders 
him  fit  for  command,  like  a  support  that  renders 
him  mdependent  of  every  body  but  the  state  he 
aerves. 

With  respect  to  the  men,  nothing  but  a  good 

boimty  can  obtain  them  upon  a  permanent  eatab* 

lishment;  and  for  no  shorter  time  than  the  con* 

tinuanceof  thewar,  ought  they  to  be  engaged,  as 

facts  incontestibly  prore  that  the  difficulty  and 

cost  of  enlistments  increase  with  time.    When  the 

army  was  first  at  Cambridge,  I  am  persuaded  the 

men  might  have  been  got,  without  a  bounty,  for 

the  war.    After  this,  they  began  to  see  that  the 

contest  was  not  likely  to  end  so,  speedily  aa  was 

imagined,  and  to  feel  their  consequence  by  remark- 

ing,  that,  to  get  in  the  militia  in  tha  course  of  tlie 

last  year,  many  towns  were  Induced  to  give  them 

a  bounty. 


Foreseeing  the  evils  resulting  from  this,  and  the 
destructive  consequences  which  unavoidably  would 
follow  short  enlistments,  I  took  the  liberty,  in  a 
long  letter,  (date  not  recollected,  as  my  letter  book 
is  not  here)  To  recommend  the  enlistments  for  and 
during  the  war,  assigning  such  reasons  for  it  as 
experience  has  since  convinced  me  were  well  found- 
ed.   At  that  time,  twenty  dollars  would,  I  am  per- 
suaded, have  engaged  the  men  for  thia  term.    But 
it  will  not  do  to  look  back:  and,  if  the  present  op- 
portunity is  slipped,  I  am  persuaded  that  twelve 
months  more  will  increase  our  difficulties  fourfold. 
T  shall  therefore  take  the  freedom  of  giving  it  as 
my  opinion,  that  a  good  bounty  be  immediately 
offered,  aided  by  the  proffer  at  least  a  hundred,  or  a 

i'  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  a  suit  of  clothes 
and  blanket,  to  each  non-commissioned  officer  and 


It  becomes  evidently  clear  then,  that,  as  this 
contest  is  not  likely  to  be  the  work  of  a  day;  aa 
llie  war  must  be  carried  on  systematically;  and  to 
do  it  yon  must  have  good  officers;  there  are,  in  my 
judgment,  no  other  possible  meana  to  obtain  them, 
but  by  eatablishing  your  army  upon  a  permanent 


will  induce  gentlemen,  and  men  of  character,  to 
engage:  and,  till  the  bulk  of  your  officers  are  com 
poaed  of  such  persons  as  are  actuated  by  princi* 
plea  of  honor  and  a  spirit  of  enterpr^^,  you  have 
little  lo  expect  from  them.    They  ought  to  have 


soldier;  as  1  have  good  authority  for  saying,  that, 
however  high  the  men's  pay  may  appear,  it  is  barely 
sufficient,  in  the  present  scarcity  and  deailiess  of 
all  kinds  of  goods,  to  keep  then  in  clothes,  much 
less  afford  support ^to  their  famillti;. 
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ir  tltis  encourag^ement  then  is  giren  to  the  men, '  ject  to  them,  tnd  therefore  take  libertiei  vluch  the 


and  such  pay  allowed  the  ofilcera  at  will  induce 
gentlemen  of  character  and  liberal  sentimenta  to 
engage,  and  proper  care  and  precaution  used  in 


soldier  is  punished  for.  This  creates  jctloaa/: 
jealousy  begeu  dissatisfiustion;  and  theec^  by  de- 
grees, ripen  into  mutiny,  keeping  the  whole  anqr 


the  nomination  (having  more  regard  to  the  cha  -  in  a  confused  and  disordered  etatei  rendcriag  the 
racters  of  persons  than  the  number  of  men  they  time  of  ihose  who  wish  to  tee  regularity  aod  gocd 
can  enlist)  we  should,  in  a  little  time,  have  an  army  order  prerail,  more  unhappy  than  worda  can  d(> 


able  to  cope  with  any  that  can  be  opposed  to  it. 


scribe.    Besides  this,  such  repeated  changes  take 


as  there  are  excellent  materials  to  form  one.  But  pltce,  that  all  arrangement  is  set  at  nought,  acd 
while  the  only  merit  an  officer  po^stsses,  is  hbabi-  the  constant  fluctuation  of  things  deranges  tfOJ 
lity  to  raise  men;  while  those  men  consider  and  pisn  as  fast  as  adopted, 
treat  him  as  an  equal,  and,  in  the  character  of  an 


officer,  regard  him  no  more  than  a  broom-stick, 
being  mixed  together  as  one  common  herd,  no  or 
der  nor  discipline  can  prevail;  nor  will  the  officer 
ever  meet  with  that  respect  which  is  essentially  ne- 
cessary to  due  subordination. 


These,- sir,  congress  may  be  assured,  are  hot  i 
small  part  of  the  inconveniences  which  might  he 
enumerated,  and  attributed  to  militia:  but  there  a 
one  that  merits  particular  attention,  and  that  is  tfae 
expense.    Certain  I  am,  that  it  would  be  chesps: 


to  keep  fifty  or  a  hundred  thouaand  in  coastss: 
To  pUce   any  dependence  upon  militia  is  as- 'pay,  than  to  depend  upon  half  the  number, sod 


suredly  resting  upon  a  broken  staff:  men  just 
dragged  from  the  tender  scenes  of  domestic  life; 
unaccustomed  to  the  din  of  arms;  totally  unac 


supply  the  other  half  occasionally  by  militia.  IV 
time  the  latter  are  in  pay,  before  and  alkcr  thff 
are  in  camp,  aasemblmg  and  marchings  the  vaite 


quainted  wit)i  every  kind  of  military  skill;  which, !  of  ammtmiibn,  the  consumption  of  stores,  whid^ 
being  followed  by  a  want  of  confidence  in  them- 1  in  spite  of  every  resolution  or  requisition  of  ess- 
selves,  when  opposed  to  troops  regularly  trained,  >  gress,  they  must  be  furnished  with,  or  sent  boae, 


di^iplined,  snd  appointed;  superior  in  knowledge 
and  superior  in  arms,  makes  them  timid  and  ready 


added   to  other  incidental  expenses  conseque&l 
upon  their  coming  and  conduct  in  camp,  sarptues 


to  fly  from  their  own  shadows.    Besides,  the  sud-  i^H  idea,  and  destroys  every  kind  of  regularity  ist! 


den  change  in  their  manner  of  living,  particularly 
in  their  lodging,  brings  on  sickness  in  many,  impa- 


economy  which  you  eould  establish  among  fised 
and  settled  troops,  and  will,  in  my  opinion,  prore, 


tience  in  all;  and  such  an  unconquerable  desire  of  if  the  scheme  is  adhered  to,  the  ruin  of  ourcsnsc- 

returning  to  their  respective  homes,  that  it  not 

only  produces  shameful  and  scandalous  desertions      '^^^  jealousies  of  a  sUuding  army,  and  the  erili 

among  themselves,  but  infuses  the  like  spirit  into'^''  **f  apprehended  from  one,  are  remote,  and,  is 

my  judgment,  situated  and  circumstanced  si  ve 
aie,  not  at  all  to  be  dreaded:  but  the  consequeoee 
of  wanting  one,  according  to  my  ideas,  fbmed 
from  the  present  view  of  things,  is  certain  and  ioe- 
viubie  ruin.  For,  if  I  was  called  upon  to  declare 
upon  oath,  whether  the  militia  have  been  most  ser* 
vicestble  or  hurtful,  upon  the  whole,  I  should  su^' 
scribe  to  the  latter.  I  do  not  mean  by  this,  hove* 
ver,  to  arraign  the  conduct  of  congress;  in  so  dc- 


others. 

Again;  men  accustomed  to  unbounded  freedom 
and  no  control,  cannot  brook  the  restraint  which  is 
indispensably  necessary  to  the  good  order  and  go- 
vernment of  an  army;  without  which,  licentiousness 
and  every  kind  of  disorder  triumphantly  reign. 
To  bring  men  to  a  proper  degree  of  subordination 
is  not  the  work  of  a  day,  a  month,  or  even  a  year: 


and,  unhsppily  for  us  and  the  cause  we  are  en-jingl  should  equally  condemn  my  own  measurei. 
gaged  in,  the  little  discipline  I  have  been  laboring  j  if  i  did  not  my  judgment:  but  experience,  wbich 
to  establish  in  the  army  under  my  immediate  com-  is  the  best  criterion  to  work  by,  so  fully,  cleirb, 
mand,  is  in  a  manner  done  away,  by  having  such  a 
mixture  of  troops  as  have  been  called  together 
within  these  few  months. 


Relaxed  and  unfit  as  our  rules  and  regulations 
of  war  are,  for  the  government  of  an  army,  the  mi- 
litia (those  properly  so  called;  for  of  these  we  have 
two  sorts,  the  six  months*  men,  and  those  sent  in 


as  a  temporary  aid)  do  not  think  thcmselvea  sub- [less  enviable  oor  more  distressing  thai  Utut  per 


and  decisively  reprobaies  the  practice  of  tnuticg 
to  militia,  that  no  man,  who  regards  order,  regu* 
larity  and  economy,  or  who  has  any  regard  for  his 
own  honor,  character,  or  peace  of  mind,  will  rUk 
ihem  upon  this  issue. 


An  army  formed  of  good  officers  araves  like 
clock-work:  but  there  is  no  situation  upon  earth 
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mmU  who  is  at  the  head  of  troops  who  are  regard- 
less of  order  and  discipline,  and  who  are  unpro- 
wided  with  almost  every  necessary.  In  a  word,  the 
diflleaUies  which  have  forever  surrouaded  me, 
•tnec  I  have  been  in  the  service,  and  kept  my  mind 
constantly  apon  the  stretch;  the  wounds  which  my 
leelings,  as  an  officer,  have  received  by  a  thouiind 
things  which  have  happened  contrtry  to  my  ex- 
pectations tnd  wisheii;  added  to  a  consciousness 
of  my  inability  lo  govern  an  army  composed  of 
such  discordant  parts,  and  under  such  a  variety  of 
iniricate  and  perplexing  circumstances,  induce,  not 
only  a  belief,  but  a  thorough  conviction  in  my  mind, 
that  it  will  be  impo'sible,  unlets  there  is  a  tho- 
roogli  change  In  our  military  sysiem,  for  me  to 
conduct  oatters  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  salis- 
Factioa  to  the  public,  which  is  all  the  recompense 
I  aim  at,  or  ever  wished  for. 


would  be  ingratitude  not  to  rejoice;  it  would  be 
insensibility  not  to  participate  in  the  general  fell* 
city. 

The  commander  in  chief,  far  from  endeavoring 
to  stiffe  the  ftelinf^  of  joy  in  his  own  bosom,  of- 
fers his  most  cordial  congratulations  on  the  occs« 
sion  to  sll  the  officers  of  every  denomination;  to 
all  the  troo')s  of  the  United  States  in  general;  and 
in  partic'ilar  to  tho«e  gtllant  and  persevering  men 
who  had  resolved  to  defend  the  rights  of  their  in* 
vsded  country,  so  long  as  the  war  should  continue. 
For  these  are  meu  who  ou{^t  to  be  eonsidered  as 
the  pride  and  boast  of  the  American  army;  and 
who,  crowned  with  well  earned  laurels,  may  soon, 
withdraw  from  the  field  of  glory  to  the  more  tran- 
quil walks  of  civil  life.  While  the  commander  in 
chief  recollects  the  almost  infinite  variety  of  scenes 
through  which  we  have  past,  with  a  mixture  of 


Before  I  conclude.  I  ma.t  .pologixe  for  the  Ji-  ?»«"»«.  -toniAment.  «nd  gratitude,  while  h«. 
bertie.  Uken  in  ihi.  letter.  «d  for  the  WoU  and  contempUle.  the  prospect,  before «.  with  rapture, 
•eratebing.  therein,  not  having  time  to  give  it  more  h"  """ot  ««*«:'  ^'•"wB  th«t  all  the  brave,  of  what- 

_*i       «*-.L  .     .UM  J  J  ♦!.-•    «;»w  .---„  I  ever  condition  they  miy  be,  who  have  shared  tlie 

oorreotly.    With  truth  I  can  add,  that,  with  every :  !«,.,.,. 

^    ,  *     J     » ,  ^^  „^„_«,  .-J   toils  and  dangers  of  enectmg  this  glorious  revolu- 

acntiment  of  respect  and  esteem,  I  am  your  s  snd  ;  »  &         o 

.  •        ^    I.  J*    ^  •.  •  tion;  of  rescuing  mulions  firom  the  hand  of  oppres- 

tiie  Googress*  most  obedient,  he,  ^  '^* 


GEO.  WASHINGTON. 


hion,  and  of  laying  the  foundatian  of  a  g^reat  em« 

pire,  might  be  impressed  with  a  proper  idea  of  the 

^         ...       J.  ,  „r    M-  ^s^^  .^  ,.,  I  dignified  p^rtthpy  have  been  callcl  to  act,  under 

the  smiles  of  Providence,  on  the  stage  of  human 

»    .  ^  -,,     . '        j^  .,  -Q..    tTitT       !  affars;  for  happy,  thrice  happy!  shall  they  be  pro- 

Mead  i^uartert,  Chatham,  Jftn!  ISth,  IT^A.      i  •  *^y'  -nrrj  /        k 

.^  .     .      u-  *     J ,.  .  ^.„„,.^_  rtf  lnouncedhcrtafier,whohavecontnbutedanythmg. 

The  commander  in  chief  orders  the  cessation  or  ..    V,   ^  «.       . 

^.  .      .^             ...    TT  •.  J  o.  4      ^e  a^«h;^«    who  have  performed  the  meanest  offnce  m  erect 
lioelilities  between  the  United  Sutes  of  America  ,        ^ » ^       ^^^    ^  ^  ^ ^ 

ted  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  to  be  publicly  pro- 


claimed to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  at  the  new 
bvilding:  and  that  the  proclamation  which  will  be 
CMmmunieated  herewith,  be  read  to-morrow  even 
lag  at  the  head  of  every  regiment  and  corps  of  the 
army;  after  which  the  cliapUtni,  with  the  several 
brigades,  will  render  thanks  to  the  Almighty  God 
ibr  all  his  mercies,  particularly  for  his  over  ruling 
the  wrath  of  man  to  his  own  gUry,  and  causing  the 
rage  of  war  to  cease  among  the  nations. 

Although  the  proclamation  before  alluded  to^  ex- 
tends only  to  the  prohibition  of  hoi itlities,  and  not 
to  the  amranciation  of  a  general  peace,  yet  it  inu^t 
nfibrd  the  most  rational  and  sincere  satisfaction 
to  every  benevolent  mind,  as  it  puu  a  period  to 
a  long  and  doubtful  contest,  stops  the  e/Tusjon  of 
heman  blood,  opens  the  prospect  to  a  more  splen- 
did scene,  and,  like  another  morning  star,  promises 
the  spproach  of  brighter  day  than  haih  hitherto 
illuminated  the  western  hemisphere.  On  such  a 
happy  day,  which  is  tbeharbingerofpe.ee,  a  day 
wiMch  completes  tb«  eighth  year  of  the  war,  it 


'  ing  this  stupendous  fabric  of  IVeedom  and  empire, 
on  the  broad  basis  of  independency;  who  have  as- 
sisted in  protecting  the  rights  of  human  nature, 
and  established  an  suylum  for  the  poor  and  oppress 
sed  of  all  nations  and  religions.  The  glorious  task 
for  which  we  first  flew  to  arms  being  accomplish^ 
ed— the  liberties  of  our  country  being  fully  ac- 
knowledged and  firmly  secured  by  the  smiles  of 
heaven  on  the  purity  of  our  cause;  and  the  honest 
exertions  of  a  feeble  people  determined  to  be  frec^ 
.gjinst  a  pewerfhl  nation  disposed  to  oppress  them; 
and  the  character  of  ihoie  who  have  persevered, 
through  every  extremity  of  hardship,  suffering  and 
danger,  being  immortalised  by  the  illustrious  ap- 
pellation of  the  patri9t  ai'wjf— nothing  now  remains 
but  fi>r  the  actors  of  thb  mighty  scene  to  preserve  a 
perfect  unvarying  consistency  of  chsracter  tli  rough 
'he  very  last  set,  to  close  the  dr-tma  with  applause) 
and  to  retire  from  the  military  theatre  with  the 
same  approbation,  of  angels  snd  men,  which  have 
crowned  all  their  former  virtuous  aolions.  For 
this  purpose  no  disorder  or  licentiousness  must  be 
tolerate4.    Bvery  considsrate  and  well  disposes 


p^^'^. 


!^-'4'  rtQB!ircifitf;:&Mir  jUCTC  or  ita  wsvaavTBOk  • 


^DtiTMr  aUG^cnbcr  It  ^1  b*  ri»oIulHy  nnrei- 
Hty't*  tah  via  paUeiice  wrtQ  ptace  >h>ll  be  de- 
clared, or  umgftm  Ailt  be  eiwbled  to  »1ce  pro- 
pm:mmaatt»  tot  the«eiiai4  of  tb«  public  Morci, 
■te.  jIaMMMAwaarMivaaataihill  beaiule, 
Ibe  geoMil  k  coafidMt,  th««  will  be  no  delay  in 
dMchHfMf^  wiA  cvcrj  Belk  of  diiiinclion  ind 
honar,  ■!!  tba  bm  «aUiU£  ftr  tb«  »ir,  who  will 
then  hna  bhhAilt)|  perfbrBad  Atir  eDEigemmis 
with  Aa  public.  The  general  baa  Klrcvl*  inte. 
reeud  hiaNcir  'm  thair  bebal(  and  be  tLink*  he 
seed  not  repeat  tbc  aaaWMica  of  bb  diaptuition  io 
laOaitfiil  loUiem  on  UiaprcMoVand  evcf?  other 
pK^wr  occaaigB.    Ik>  Uie' mean  tine,  be  U  deter 

WioedAat  M  miUtan- Mcteauet-excewetiliiillj  .        .  .    ,^^_ 

_■  ,v  >    _i=   \.  ■       ^  ,     ,*enleaioyaieiit, or  tbe  parent  rffirtwa 

r-P».Jt»d.  rtil.h™™fc  »«..«!  •tj..j„S,lll»...T«l~"l-  !.«*«.— 
^^'  I  <cl«ea  on  tba  tot  wbieli  PneidoMe  bii  aaalfHf 

Tba  adjutant-fenaral  will  baee  bocTi  «oili!nf;jiiii,  whether  we  view  it  in  a  natnrd,  ■  poHtka^w 
panicadMadicdf  tff  aa^iniMkiiig  theprcpirB-ltnoral  pomt  of  light.  >      .    . 

UaM  Ibrk  general  r^oictq^aa  the  chier  ens^ncer  [ 

iriba  an^ibaU  eaU  fonandtbe  qu.rter-niMl«--|  "Thccilweaaof  A»erica,pl«!edinthe»opt». 
gmoal  ^n,  withool  detey,  praenre  such  •  number  '''•"•  «»ndi(ie«,  aa  the  aole  lordi  and  propciflf^ 
rfdW*atfe»tobepriotedaawWlwauffieieotfcrr'"»**'»^«'««»f^V  "«?'<*«>*''«  ■?*' 
•B  <bo  »ao  enliated  foe  the  wai^-he  will  pleMB  to )  "'■'•'"••""•  "'^  •>•'■■**■  "f  **« '«*'4  •^,  ■^^•^ 
■tplrtobeadquttetefbrthaftni.  An«^r«r»  jins  ■«»  •«  U"*  neeeaatriei  and  cwweaiaBae  «f 
tlM  oTUqaorto  be iaaacd  to  erery  Wa-i  lo-morrow  j  '''^'  "*  ""»'•  bj  «•>•  >"»•  aalieftMoiT  paeiAeatig^ 
to  drink  •Perpetori  pMU  and  bapplnes«  u.  the  »=k"«>"lrffri  to  be  p« 
Vbltid-Aatea  or  AMrica." 


I  fill  nlgtita,andwtiMah«pp)nMB,  b*^  oMariT 
(letftooie,  wBI  alwafa  aamnitmi^^^mmmitfm^ 
MepanefMf  ow*.  '         .    >. 

"Impreaied  with  the  liedleat  aend^itj  afe  H 
rrlpuing  oecu'ion,  I  will  claia  the  Mnl^naa  V 
<lniting  the  more  eoptooaly  on  the  enlJMt  afmr 
mutual  FelieitBtian.  Wbcit  wa  eoneldcr  Ae  aif*' 
nimde  oriheprixeweconteMded  for, the  4mMB 
nature  of  the  coateet.  and  the  ftroreble  maKMt  li 
nhiob  it  haa  tmainated,  we  ehairiDd  Ike  grealMt 
pnialblereaaonfargntlFitdeead  r^etekv.  lUr 
if  atheeaeUiatwillallbrdiibritaddiglAtscnqr 
benerotefit  and  liberal  nlnd,  whether  tke  aptHii 
conlempfalion  be  ooRiideted  aa  a  aowve  of' pfr 


Oeacral  WMUttfttn't  rirealar  inWr  I* 
tftaek»/tlM*taU»,<lattd 
-Bead  QuFtert,  Jfewburgh,  Juim  18, 1783. 
■■8ra--Ttae  objcst  for  whidt  I  bed  the  honor 


idepettdencjr:  thejr  arf  fl-oa  thie  period  talc 
coniidcred  aa  the  Mtore  en  ■  Moet  i  empinpiei 
theatre  wbieh  eeeaa  tobepeenliirlj  dtwgMdbjr- 
Proridenee  fi>r  the  di*plqp  of  humm  greatneet  wd 
fclicitj.  Here  the;  are  not  onlj  lurrounded  with 
tvtry  thing  that  can  contribute  to  tbe  cooi^eliea 


bold  an  appointment  m  the  «er«iee  of  my  country,  |  ^f  private  and  domeatic  enjoyment,  but  bea«M  ha* 
being  acoow^Jiabed,  I  am  now  prep.nng  to  rtaign  \  c^.ned  all  ita  other  Meuingf.  by  giving  a  aem 


it  into  thchandof  congreai,  andretoro 

i|eatte  retirement,  which,  it  ii  well  known,  I  lefL 

iritb  thegreateai  reluct  Micei  a  retirement  far  which 

t  hive  never  ceated  to  aigfa  throu^  a  long  end 

painfiil  alMence,  in  whieb,  (i 

and  trouble  of  the  worl^}  I  meditate  to  paai  thel 

^mainder  of  life,  in  a  atate  oi  undiaturlied  repgaei 

but,  before  I  cany  thia  reenlntioa  into  effect,  1 

think  it  a  duty  incombeni  on  me  to  make  Ihii  my 

laat  official  oommunieatioa,  tceoagtelulateyouon 

ttc  glorfaaa  evaata  wbioh  heaeen  bM  been  pleaaed 

,  to  preduee  in  our  fevon  to  offer  my  aeffliment*  re. 

'  apecting  eaae  important  eubjecia,  which  appear 
to  ma  to  be  iatieaaUly  connected  with  the  tran- 
qnilily  e(  the  United  Stiteai  to  take  my  leave  of 
yonr  excellency  aa  a  public  ebaraeter.  and  to  give 
ny  final  Uaaiing  to  that  country,  in  whoee  aeivicc 
I  have  epent  the  prime  of  my  life;  far  whote  aake 
Ibarecooanncdao  many  aokiooa  day* and  watch. 


opportunity  fi>r  political  hippineii,  than  ai 
HKlion  baa  cvn  been  favored  with'  Nathiog  ate 
illuatrate  the^  obaervationa  more  ftireibty  thaa  a 
recollection  of  the  happy  cwijuncture  of  time*  and 
eireumitincea,  under  which  our  republic  unimed 
I  it*  rank  among  the  nation*.— The  foundatino  ef  onr 
empire  waa  not  laid  in  a  gloomy  age  of  igaorance 
and  aoperetilion,  but  at  wi  rpocba  when  the  right* 
ofmankiDd  were  better  understood  and  moee  clear- 
ly defined,  thtn  at  any  former  period.  Rteearihfi 
of  the  human  mind  afier  aocial  happineB  IntM 
been  carried  to  a  great  extent;  the  treaaorca  of 
knowledge  acquired  by  thelabora  of  pbiloeopbera, 
eagee,  aad  leg iaiatora,  through  a  long  aucceaeien 
of  year*,  are  laid  open  for  ds,  and  their  collected 
wiedom  may  be  happily  applied  is  the  ratdiliA 
ment  of  our  fbdna  of  govemntent.  The  free  cnl- 
linliea  of  letten,  tbe  unbomded  cxtenMon  of 
oenmerce,  the  progrcaiive  refiKDcnt  of  aunerv 


■     ■  .\ 
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the  province  liberality  of  leiitiiiient,  and,  above  all>i  sooner  or  later,  conrince  my  countl^iMm,  that  I 


Ibe  pore  and  benign  light  of  revelation,  have  had 
a  meliorating  influence  on  mankind,  and  increased 
<be  blessings  of  society.  At  this  auspicious  pe- 
riod, the  United  States  came  into  existence  as  a 
nation;  and  if  their  citizens  should  not  be  com- 
pletely free  and  happy,  the  fault  will  be  entirely 
their  own. 


could  have  no  sinister  views  in  delivering,  wfth 
so  little  reserve,  the  opinion  contfined  io  this  ad- 
dress. 

'There  are  four  things  which,  I  humbly  eon* 
ceive,  are  essential  to  the  well  being,  I  may  even 
venture  to  say,  to  the  esitftenee  of  die  United  States, 
as  an  independent  power. 


"1st  An  indissoluble  union  of  the  states  under 
one  federal  head. 

<'2dly.  A  sacred  regard  to  public  justice. 

"3dly.  The  adoption  of  a  proper  peace  establish- 
ment.   And, 


^Such  is  our  situation,  and  such  are  our  pros- 
pects. But  notwithstanding  the  cup  of  bles^iing  is 
thus  reached  out  to  us;  notwithstanding  happiness 
is  ours,  if  we  have  a  disposition  to  seize  the  occa- 
•too,  and  make  it  our  own,  yet  it  appears  to  me 
there  b  an  option  still  left  to  the  United  States 
•f  America,  whether  they  will  b^  respectable  and 
prosperous,  or  contemptible  and  miserable  as  a  "4thly.  The  prevalence  of  that  pacific  and  friend- 
nation.  This  is  the  time  of  their  political  proba-  ^^  dbposition  among  the  people  of  the  United 
tion:  thU  b  the  moment  when  the  eyes  of  the  whole  ®*»*^'  ^**'^*^  ^»"  ''"^"««  *««  *^  ^^^'^ff*^  ^«^''  ^^** 
world  are  turned  upon  them:  tbb  b  the  time  to  P''«J"<i'C"  and  policies;  to  make  those  mutual  con- 
esUblish  or  r«ii»  their  national  character  forever,  cessions  which  are  requbite  to  the  general  prospc 
thbb  the  favorable  moment  to  give  such  a  tone  tol'''^'  '"^'  **"  '^'^^  i«»*nces,  to  sacrifice  their  in- 


the  federal  government,  as  will  enable  it  to  answer 
the  ends  of  its  institution;  or,  this  may  be  the  ill- 
Ihted  moment  for  relaxing  the  powers  of  the  union, 
annihilating  the  cement  of  the  confederation,  and 
exposing  us  to  become  the  sport  of  European  po- 
litics, which  may  play  one  state  against  another,  to 
prevent  their  growing  importance,  and  to  serve 
their  own  interested  purposes.    For,  according  to 

ezecrjilion,  and  the  severest  punis^iment,  which  caa 


dividual  advantages  to  the  interest  of  the  com* 
munity. 

'*Thcse  are  the  pillars  on  which  the  glorious  fa- 
bric of  our  independency  and  national  character 
must  be  supported.  Liberty  is  the  basis— and 
whoever  would  dare  to  sap  the  foundation,  or  over- 
turn the  structure,  under  whatever  specious  pre- 
test he  may  attempt  it,  will  merit  the  bitterest 


moment,  they  will  stand  or  fall;  and,  by  their  con- 
firmation or  lapse,  it  is  yet  id  be  decided,  whe- 
ther the  rtvolution  must  ultimately  be  considered 
as  a  blessing  or  a  curse,  not  to  the  present  age 
alone,  for  with  our  fate  will  the  destiny  of  unborn 
millions  be  involved. 

''With  this  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the 
present  crisb,  silence  in  me  would  be  a  crime;  I 
will  Uierefore  speak  to  your  excellency  tlie  lan- 
guage of  freedom  and  sincerity,  without  disguise. 
I  am  aware,  however,  those  who  diflTer  from  me  in 
political  sentiments  may,  perhaps,  remark,  I  am 
stepping  out  of  the  proper  line  of  my  duty;  and 
they  may  probably  ascribe  to  arrogance  or  ostenta- 
tion, what  1  know  is  alone  the  result  of  the  purest 


be  inflicted  by  his  injured  country. 

"On  the  three  first  articles  I  will  make  a  few 
observations,  leaving  the  last  to  the  good  sense 
snd  serious  consideration  of  those  immedUtely 
concerned. 

"Under  the  first  head,  although  it  may  not  be 
necessary  or  proper  for  me  in  this  place  to  enter 
into  a  particular  disquisition  of  the  principles  of 
the  union,  and  to  take  up  the  great  question  which 
has  been  frequently  agitated,  wliether  it  be  expe- 
dient and  requisite  for  the  statei  to  delegate  a 
larger  proportion  of  power  toeongpress,  or  not;  yet 
it  will  be  a  part  of  my  duty,  and  that  of  every  true 
patriot,  to  assert,  without  reserve,  and  to  insist  up- 


intention.    But  the  rectitude  of  my  own  heart,  on  the  following  positions:— That,  unless  the  sUlei 
which  disdains  such  unwonhy  motives;  the  part  I  will  suffer  congress  to  exercise  those  prerogatives 


have  hitherto  acted  in  life;  the  determination  1 
have  formed  of  not  taking  any  slure  in  public  bu- 
siness hereafter,  the  ardent  desire  I  feel,  and  shull 
eunlinue  to  manifest,  of  quietly  enjoying  in  private 
life,  after  all  the  toils  of  war,  the  benefits  of  a  wise 


they  are  undoubtedly  invested  wjtli  by  the  con- 
stitution, every  thing  must  very  rapidly  lend  to 
anarchy  and  confusion:  That  it  is  indispensable 
to  the  happiness  of  the  individual  states,  that  there 
should  be  lodged,  somewhere,  a  supreme  power 


and  liberal  government,  will,  1  flatter  myself,^  to  regulate  and  govern  the  general  concerni  of  the 


> 


«  *•■ 


lew  iiiftwiii  fbbdiy  tilt yfcwltidr 


* 


Ml  tteftrt  of 
tliM  villi  llio  ktt  pM^onlt  and  deoMftas 
ir  te  aoit  litfil  coMpyictpei  will 
That  whttafw  SMMirat  haTC  a  taadaMiy 
to  dlaooifo  tlM  .ii9iH^  or  foirtiibutt  to  Tiolate  or 
BtMOB  tilt  iofcrcigo  autboffi^  ought  to  bo  cob 
fidcfftd  aahoftilo  to  tho  Ubcrlj  and  ndcpoidcnee 
oT  AttOfimw  i«id- tte  attthort  or  tkoai  inalod 
•or^msly.  Aad,  laoili,  ikai,  udIom/vo  oaabe 
ooablod  bf  4h«  ooMimnco  of  thoatatea  to]Mrtiel 
pato  of  tl^  fhiita  of  tho  rofoliition;  and  enjogr  tbo 
oaactttta!  fcclMfita  oToM  aodo^»  vndor  a  ibm  of 
forewwnt  ao  ISroo  and  iuiOot'Hiytgd,.'oo  happUy 
gwrdod  agakat  tho  danger  of  opgrcaiion,  aahai 
fcoan  dcmodnod  adopted  hfiSkm  artiolfii  of  oott> 
Moratio*,  it  will  ho  a  anbjoot  oT  rtgret,  that  ao 
vnieh  Uood  and  tttomro  haio  hoes  la? iahed  Ibr 
«o  poipaaes  that  ao  wuu^  aoflhriaga  havo  been 
cpooanterod  wttfaout  a  ooaapcnaatiani  and  that  ao, 
Manjr  aaorileea  hiwt  been  aade  in  Hku  Many 
other  oon^cderationa  might  here  be  addooed  to 
pcpre,  that,  without  an  entire  conftmuty  to  the 
ipiril  of  the  union,  we  cannot  e^at  aa  an  hide 
pendent  power,  tt  wttk  he  aotBdent  Ibr  Wf  por* 
poao  to  Mention  hut  one  or  two,  whieh  aoeai  to 
pe  of  the  greateat  iaiportanee^  It  la  only  in  our 
mitod  ohaniBter  aa  a*  emigre,  that  our  lodepen 
denoo  ia  adknowkedgcd,  that  our  poijftt  can  be 
regarded,  or  oar  credit  supported  among  foreign 
nationa.  The  treaties  of  the  European  powers 
with  thf  United  ^tatea  of  America,  .will  have  no 
falidity  on  a  diaaolution  of  the  union.  We  aball 
be  left  nearly  in  a  state  of  nature;  or  we  nuy  find, 
by  oiir  own  ipihappy'e^erience,  tlut  tliere  is  a 
natursT  and  necessary  progression  fWmi  the  ex- 
treme of  anarchy  to  the  t^Xtmmt  of  tyranny;  and 
that  arbitrary  power  ia  amat  easily  eatahlished  on 
the  ruins  of  liberty,  ahuaed  to  liceniiouaneaa. 

*As  to  the  seoond  artiele,  which  respecta  the 
Iperfonnsnco  of  public  justice,  congress  hare,  in 
their  late  addreps  to  the  Uoited  States,  almost 
exhausted  the  subject;  they  hare  ezphdnod  their 
Ideas  sp  (tiUy,  and  have  enfbfced  the  obligations 
the  suies  are  wider  to  render  complete  justice  to 
lil  the  public  creditors,  with  so  much  dignity  end 
energy,  that,  in  my  opinion,  no  real  friend  ta  the 
honor  and  independenoy  of  America  can  hesitate 
p  single  mooent  respecting  the  propriety  of  com 
plying  with  the  just  and  hooormble  messurea  pro- 
poaed.  If  their  arguments  do  not  produce  con 
fiction,  1  know  of  nothing  that  will  have  greater 
Mtt^MB^  e^^ftildly  when  we  reQcct  that  t^  aya 


any  thtft  mmjd  ho  def^odi  mid  thni, Jf  Ihi 
Mot  bn  oariM  fato  Immedhite^ 
tianal  haatiiHitMf^  whh  nil  ha 
qumweai  wtttako  plhoo 

omi  poaaiidy  bo  propoood  or  ndoptodi  oo 
are  the  present  cirenmainnrr^  tmd  mmfei;  in 
altematif  0  now  oibfed  to  tho  eeatofr 


«Tho  i|blKty  of  the  oMMy  t» 
debts  wUeh  haire  been  inonrred-la  im 

aeIC  wlllaotbe  wettti^g.^  tlmpalhor 

ie  pMi  belbre  «at  liartatj  wHI  he  hmH  m  mmf 

esperimettt,  to  ho  tho  beat  aadosl^  teae  pjhy. 

Let  oa  then,  aa  a  notfooi  bo  juMi  tot  m  9dMfkB 

puma  oontracea  whmh'oOOigNna 

a  Hght'to  eiako  M  tho  puipow 

war,  with  tho  oiMM  good  ftftth  w« 

advea  humid  to  perfcem 

monta..  In  tiio  mean  tiaaai  let  as 

cboafUg  parfcrmanoe  of  their  pmpm 

faidlvid«ala.mid«a  msi^henofooaioty^lm^ 

inmdoatod  oh  Iho  eWnena  of 

tiley  dbm^pthen  Ao  honda  of 

imppy  MMor  na  pvotoofthm*    moaiy  OM^  mH 

AefruHofhia  li^batm  ovoryono  vW  e^if^ift 

own  noq^idaltkmB^  wlkhovt  ttoli 

danger. 


«a*l 


^In  this  staU  of  abeolute  freedom  nsd 
security,  who  will  grudge  to  yield  a  wtrf  lifttla  of 
bia  property  to  support  the  comsaott  aateresm  of 
society, andenaure  the proteotkm of  goftnamanlf 
Who  doea  not  remember  tho  frequent  doelaen* 
tioos  at  the  commencement  of  tiio  wnr— that  we 
should  be  coaqileuly  eetisfied  i(  at  tho  tipenso 
ofone  half,  we  could  deftnd  theremmndcrofoor 
poMCssiona?  MHiere  is  the  man  to  be  fenndb  who 
wishes  to  remain  in  debt,  Ibr  the  dcfbneeof  hia 
own  peraon  and  pn^ierty,  to  tho  ezerttanih  tho 
brarery,  and  the  blood  of  otliers^  wlthotit  maki^ 
one  generous  eilbrt  to  pay  the  debt  of  honor  and 
of  gratitude?  In  what  part  of  the  continent  shall 
we  find  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  who.would  net 
blush  to  stand  up  and  propose  measures  purpoaely 
calculated  to  rob  the  soldier  of  his  stipend,  and 
the  public  creditor  of  hb  due?  And  were  it 
possible  that  such  a  flagrant  inotanee  of  injustieo 
could  ever  happen,  would  it  not  excite  the  gen^ 
ral  indignation,  and  tend  fo  bring  down  upon 
the  authora  of  audi  measures  the  aggrsfated 
yengeance  of  Heareo?    If»  after  all,  a  aplHt  of 
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k  icFitper  of  otutin>ey  ud  ptrvec 
»CM  abaoU  nuniftit  iuelf  in  any  nf  tho  itatn 
MWh  Ml  UBgrieiaut  diipMitioa  iboati)  ■ttentpi 
INMrsM  all  the  happy  effecta  tfaat  giifht  be  ' 
pectrd  ta  flow  from  the  uatoni  if  Iberc  ihould 
a  TcAiial  to  ooaiptf  with  irquiaitiona  for  funds 
diwharge  ihe  aiiflual  inlcreat  of  the  public  dcbt^i 
■ndif  that  refiiaalahould  revire  all  thoac  JMlousJes, 
tmi  produce  all  thoie  eviii,  which  are  oaw  bi.ppily 
rMBovcd,  eoogrcoa,  wbo  have  in  all  (beir  trantti 
lioaa  thown  ■  i^eat  degree  of  magnanioiiiy  ii 
jBalioc,  trill  itand  jiutiBed  in  the  tight  of  Cad 
■lid  omb!  ind  thiL  atate  alone,  which  putt  iurlf 
iA  oppotitloo  to  ihe  aggrrgite  wiidoni  of  the  coii' 
tiaent,  and  fiillowi  auch  mittakei;  and  pernicious 
eouneila,  wHl  be  reipontible  Ibr  all  tite  eon«e< 


■*Por  my  own  part,  cenactout  of  hanag  acted, 
while  a  aenant  of  the  public,  in  the  nuttncr  I  con- 
ceived beat  auited  la  prantote  the  real  intereais 
of  my  eoantry;  having,  in  conaequenot  of  tny  tixEil 
belief,  in  aomc  meatuie  pledged  myielf  to  the 
amy,  that  their  couiiiry  would  finally  do  itiem 
eoapleie  and  ample  juatice,  and  not  wiahlng  to 
ooneeal  tny  inatance  of  my  oiHcial  conduct  from 
the  eye*  of  the  world,  I  have  thought  proper  it> 
traunit  to  your  excellency  the  cndoaed  eollec' 
tioB  of  paperi,  relative  to  the  half  p»y  and  cam- 
nutaltou  granted  by  congreat,  ta  the  alScera  of 
the  anBy.  Fron  thete  cornmunicationi  my  decided 
•Wtimcnt  will  be  clearly  compreb ended,  togetber 
with  the  ccnelutive  reaton*  which  induced  (ne,  at 
■  early  period,  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  thit 
BCaturt  in  the  nHMt  etroest  tnd  terioua  manner. 
Aa  the  proceeding*  of  eongreti,  the  army,  and 
myerif,  are  open  to  all,  and  contaio,  in  my  opinion, 
aaSeient  infbrmation  to  remove  the  prejudicct  and 
«rrar«  which  may  hive  been  entertained  by  any,  I 
think  it  unneeetiary  to  tay  any  thing  nore  than 
jaat  to  obaerre,  that  the  reaolution*  of  eongreti, 
BOW  alluded  to,  are  aa  undoubtedly  and  abtoloiely 
binding  upon  the  United  Statei,aa  ihe  moattolemn 
aete  of  confcderalioQ  or  legiiUtion. 

**Aa  to  the  idea  which,  I  am  informed,  baa  in 
MOie  inttancea  prevailed,  that  the  balfpay  and 
commutatian  are  to  be  regarded  merely  ia  the 
pdio'ia  light  of  a  penaion,  it  out  Xa  be  exploded 
Ibrereri  tliat  provision  ahould  lie  viewed,  «a  it 
really  waa,  a  reason  able  campcniaiion  olfered  by 
congreai,  at  a  lime  wben  they  bad  nothing  eUe  to 
give  to  officers  of  the  army,  for  acrrtcei  tlien  to 
be  periormed.  It  waa  the  only  meuit  lo  prevent 
a  total  derelic:ion  of  the  tervicc.    It  «w  ■  part 


of  their  hire,  I  may  be  alhiwed  to  aay,  it  waa  the 
priceoflhcir  blood,  andof  yourindepcnilEney.  It 
■I  therefore  more  than  a  common  debt;  il  ia  a 
debt  of  honor)  it  can  never  be  enaaidered  at  a 
pcntion,  or  gratuity,  nor  cutc'^Bd  until  it  it  fairly 
dlachargcd. 

"With  regard  to  the  dininction  between  officert 
and  aoldicr*,  It  ia  aufBcient  that  the  uniform  ex- 
perience of  every  nation  of  Ih.e  world,  combined 
with  our  own,  proves  the  utility  and  propriety  of 
the  diierimi nation.  Rewardii,  in  proportion  to  the 
«d  the  public  dfawa  from  them,  are  unqueitionably 
due  to  all  iti  aervanti.  In  tome  Itnea,  the  toldiera 
have,  perhtpt,  generally,  had  aa  ample  conpenia- 
tion  for  their  tervicet,  by  the  large  bountiet  which 
have  been  paid  them,  at  their  officert  will  receive 
in  the  prapoted  commulationi  in  otbera,  if,  beaidea 
the  donation  of  land,  the  payment  of  arrearagea  of 
clothing  and  wa(;ea,  (in  which  articlet  til  the 
component  partt  of  llie  army  maat  be  put  apim 
the  tjme  fuutin^,)  we  take  into  the  ealimate  tbe 
baunliea  many  of  the  toldicn  have  received,  and 
the  gratuity  of  one  year'a  fill)  pay.  which  ia  pro- 
miied  ta  all,  poaiibly  their  aitnatijn,  (every  eir- 
cumatance  being  duly  eontvlered,}  will  not  be 
deemed  leat  eligible  than  that  of  the  oflcen.— 
Should  a  hrlher  reward,  however,  be  jndged  equit. 
able,  I  will  venture  to  atsert,  no  man  will  enjoy 
greater  taiiafaciion  than  myielf,  ia  an  exemptiba 
from  tixea  for  a  limited  time,  (which  hat  been 
petitioned  for  in  tome  inatancea,)  or  any  other 
adequate  immunity  or  compenaation  granted  (q 
the  brave  defender*  of  their  country'*  cauir.  But 
neither  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  thii  propoai. 
tion  wilt,  in  any  manner,  affect,  much  lets  militate 
■gainal,  the  act  of  congreai,  by  which  they  hive 
offered  five  yean*  Aillpay,  in  lieu  of  the  half-pay 
for  life,  which  had  been  before  promiied  to  the 
efficera  of  the  -army. 

"before  I  eooelude  the  lubjtct  on  pnblic  juttice^  , 
I  cannot  omit  to  mention  the  obligationa  ihia  coun- 
try it  tinder  to  that  meritorioua  claa*  of  i-cterini, 
the  non-comioiisianed  officeri  and  prtvaict,  who 
have  been  discharged  for  inability,  in  ciiniiti|uence 
oftliereaolutiouorcongrMt,  of  the  2Jd  of  April, 
1782,  on  tnannu<a  penaion  for  life.  Tneir  peculiar 
tufferingi,  their  ninguUr  mcriti  mil  claim*  (o  that 
provisinn,  need  only  to  be  kiior-n,  to  interest  ttie 
feelingi  ufLiimanity  in  their  behalf.  Nothing  but 
a  punctual  pavmcnt  of  llieir  annual  allauance,  can 
retcue  them  from  the  most  complicated  miseryi 
tmi  nothing  could  be  a  more  meUuciioly  and  dis- 
fresving  light,  than  to  behold  tboae  who  have 


Ftumnnss  tsttrjBffn  w  luBittfouvEisMip^ 


•  !n  the  iet. 
itaAdttr,  vitbont 
m  ttf  abCaininf  any 
«f  tka  oMnSirti  w  Miefiwriw  aT  Hfti  compelled 
tshlf  thdrhtwiadrfraadowtadur.  Suffer 
■•WmaaaMMdlbOM  of  ihlidwerlptior,  belong. 
ta( t* jooritetih  to tt« WMMMt yabWBjc  of  yMir 
d  joar  lif  Milan 


which  hive  tuf> 


*n  ii  BMMHry  to  1^  bnt'B  fbw  Wttrd*  on  tbe 
dbd  topid  Which  wu  propoMd,  nd  which  regirJt 
portieubtlj  the  dAoso  vT  tho  icpoUie— m  there 
on  be  little  dosbt  biM  eoa|nM  vOI  recommeDd 

■  praptrpCMOOMaUfafaMMftrtliiSidtedSutes,! 
h  vUeh  ■  doe  attoatioa  «IU  ho  p*ld  to  tbe  im- 
yOftMoe  of  pbefag  Ihi  atOilta  of  the  anion  upon 

■  r^oUr  end  retpeetable  IbotiBf .  If  thU  should 
bo  tbm  OM^  I  Aeold  be|  IcaTo  te  orfe  the  great 
adnntoge  of  H  m  tte  etraiKCit  terai. 

"The  militbt  of  tbia  eeoetrj  niaM  be  coniiileird 
Mr  leenritf,  end  the  tint 
ntaeueafhoetlll^.  Rk  eiBenlial, 
tbvelvre,  that  the  tuee  lyatctt  eheald  pervade 
the  wbole;  thtt  tbe  fenutwo  and  discipline  of 
theaUllk  oftho  oaatleeat  ahoald  be  >bsoluiel} 
OBiftHBf  and  that  tbe  aame  ipceiei  of  >rm<,  u: 
eoamaaDti,  aad  BiiUtuT  apparatiu,  thuuld  be 
■ImdMod  hi  erery  pertof  the  United  &ute*.  No 
000,  who  ha*  Mt  leinei  it  ftmi  e^erience,  can 
conceive  the  difficulty,  expeoie,  and  conrugion, 
which  rciult  (torn  a  oootrary  ajiteia,  or  the  viigue 
amngemenu  which  have  hitherto  prcTiitcd. 

'■ir,  10  treating  of  political  pointa,  ■  greater 
htitiide  than  oaual  baa  been  taken  in  the  eourae 
of  tbe  addrcu,  the  iniportar^e  of  the  crUit,  and 
the  nagnitudc  of  tbe  objeeta  in  diacoai 
be  my  apoli^.  It  ia,  howerer,  neither  my  «i>Ii 
nor  cipectllioc,  that  the  preceding  obiervatiani 
ahoald  elaiiB  any  rtgai^,  eacept  ao  far  u  they 
ahril  nppear  to  be  dictated  by  a  good  intention, 
oonaonaot  to  the  immutable  rulea  of  justicei  cal' 
colated  to  produce  a  liberal  lyiteia  of  policy,  and 
fconded  on  whalerer  experience  ouy  have  been 
acquired,  by  a  long  ind  cloae  atteiitioD  to  public 
huiinen.  litre  I  might  ipeik  with  nere  corTidence, 
fhimmy  actual  obiervmtioni;  and  If  it  would  not 
awcll  thii  letter,  (already  too  prolix,)  beyond  the 
bounda  I  had  prcaeribed  loyaclf,  I  coold  demon- 
atraie  to  every  mind  open  to  eonvieiion,  thai,  in 
loaa  time,  and  with  much  leaa  eapeote  than  haa 
been  incurred,  the  war  might  have  been  brought 
'  to  tbe  aame  hippy  concluaion,  if  the  reiourcea  ofl 
the  continent  could  have  been  properly  called' 


of  the  1 

idcquate  authartir  1m  the  f  Ml   pK— fcfctl 

partial  co«|dlawil  ofith'thoiaqoiaMwe  e(fl<l» 

■ooie  of  the  plataik  Md  ftoa  »AiHiil 

punctuahty  ioeibei^wUo  tkaftmlii*im4m^ 

ihe  zei.lorthaMwfa»««reMe«wBliivtoaat 
'  themselves,  ■ 
;  of  the  var,  ■ 

pl.kni;  and  I  bat  the  dila 

tbe  complicated  dISoa 

in  Tbieb  our  aAbe  wan  tp  tUa  ■ 


woold  have  loBg  egor  ptodoaed  Hie  dia 
aoy  army,  leas  patkot,  la«  ^IrtiHMa,  mA  W0 
penevenng,  ibaa  that  whtA  I  hMw bad  dieiMiir 
to  command.  But  whUe  I  wailoa  tbMe.tfiw 
which  are  nototiona  beta,  a«  the  ddltob  oFw' 
federal  coaititnt«ga,  parUcalarty  la-thc  fCeMjfc-, 
tioo  ofa  vaTiIbeghHivbeiindentba^ttd^^ 
I  have  ever  taken  n  pleaean  fatgrntefUly  adkM- 
tedging  ibc  aMletnee  nod  aiiHit  I  hwa  WM 
from  eirery  dlaaa  of  ritUeaa,  ae  I  ahaM  alMpI  la ' 
happy  10  do  juatlea  to  tho  MparaUalad  aanriHa 
of  the  indiriteal  itaWb  ea  Maaj  hliwlhn  t^ 


"I  have  thni  fireely  dlaeloaeJ  what  I  wiAad  Ii 
make  knovn,  before  I  lurrendcred  op  ^y  pah- 
tic  truii  to  ihoae  who.  ooamitted  it  to  ■«.  Tte 
tisk  ii  no.w  accompliaLcd;  I  new  bid  adieo  to 
your  excellsney,  aa  ihe  chief  snagiitrate  ofjoar 
atatei  at  the  aame  tine  1  bid  a  laat  iarcwell  U  te 
care*  of  office,  and  all  the  CBployaenta  of  poUia 
life. 

"It  remaioa,  then,  to  be  my  final  and  ealy  re- 
quest, itiat  your  excellency  will  communicate  tbete 
leulimenis  to  your  legislature,  at  iheir  not  meet- 
ing; aodihat  they  may  be  eoniideredaa  the  legacy 
of  one  who  has  ardently  wished,  on  all  occaaiont, 
to  be  uaeful  to  bia  country,  and  who,  ev^  ia  tW' 
ithade  of  retirement,  will  not  fail  to  iirplotc  (ha 
Divine  benedictioo  upon  it. 

"1  now  mabe  it  my  eimeit  prayer,  that  Get 
would  have  you,  and  the  state  over  which  yea 
preside,  in  bb  holy  prolectim;  that  he  woald 
incline  the  hearla  of  tlie  citiaen*  to  eultivitc  a 
ipirit  of  subordination  and  i^edience  to  govero- 
menli  to  entertain  a  brotherly  alTeetioa  and  love 
for  one  anolhci^,  fbr  their  ftllov-citieeae  of  ihe 
United  suits  at  laig^  aad  particuUrly  fer  tbete 
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W«thren  «rho  have  served  in  the  field;  and,  finally, 
4iftt  he  would  most  graciously  be  pleased  to  d'lK- 
poee  us  all  to  do  justice,  to  love  mercy,  and  to 
demean  ourselves  with  that  charity,  bumiliiy, 
wid  pacific  temper  of  the  mind,  which  were  the 
cbarMteristics  of  the  Divine  Author  of  our  blesses* 
fcligioD;  without  an  humble  imitation  of  whose 
example,  in  these  things,  we  can  ne?er  hope  to  be 
a  bappy  nation. 

^  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  esteem  and 
respect,  sir,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and 
moat  humble  servant,** 

"GEO.  WASHINGTON.** 

iSeneral  WathingtM  to  the  pretident  of  congrett  on 
rengiUng  hU  cofNmi«ftofi~-1783. 
••Mr.  President— The  great  events  on  which  my 
resignation  depended,  having  at  length  taken  place, 
I  have  now  the  honor  of  oITering  my  sincere  con- 
gratulatiooa  to  congress,  and  of  presenting  myself 
before  then  to  surrender  into  tlieir  hands  the  trust 
comnittcd  to  me,  and  to  claim  the  indulgence  of 
retnring  from  the  service  of  my  country. 

••Happy  in  the  confirmation  of  our  independence 
and  sovereignty,  and  pleased  with  the  opportunity 
afforded  the  United  States  of  becoming  arespeeU- 
ble  nation,  I  resign,  with  satisfitction,  the  appoint, 
nent  1  accepted  with  diffidencei  a  diffidence  in 
Iny  abilities  to  accomplish  so  arduous  a  task, 
which,  however,  was  superseded  by  a  confidence 
in  the  rectitude  of  our  cause,  the  support  of  the 
Supreme  Power  of  the  union,  and  the  patronage  of 
Heavcfk 

•niie  successful  termination  of  the  war  has 
Terified  the  most  sangttine  expectations;  and  my 
gratitude  for  the  interposition  of  Providence,  and 
the  aaaistance  I  hsve  received  from  my  country- 
Bien,  increases  with  every  review  of  the  momentous 
contest. 

••While  I  repeat  my  obligations  to  the  army  in 
general,  I  should  do  injustice  to  my  own  feelings, 
■Qt  to  acknowledge,  in  this  place,  the  peculiar 
services  and  distinguished  merits  of  the  persons 
mibQ  have  been  attached  to  my  person  during  the 
war.  It  was  impossible  the  choice  of  confidential 
officers  to  compose  my  family  could  have  been 
Bore  fortunate.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  recommend  in 
particular,  those  who  have  continued  in  the  service 
tp  the  present  moment,  as  worthy  of  the  favorable 
notice  and  patronage  of  congress. 

•*I  consider  it  aa  an  indispensable  duty  to  close 
tHis  list  solemn  act  of  my  ofRcial  lifr,  by  com 


mending  the  interests  of  oar  dearest  country  to 
the  protection  of  Almightv  God,  and  those  who 
haiFO  the  superintendence  of  them,  to  his  holy  keep- 
ing. 

•'Having  now  finished  the  work  assigned  me,  I 
retire  from  the  great  theatre  of  action;  and,  bidding 
an  affectionate  farewell  to  thia  august  body,  under 
whose  orders  I  have  long  acted,  I  here  offer  my 
commission,  and  take  my  leave  of  all  the  employ- 
ments of  public  life.** 


Pretident  IVaohingtonU  tpeech  to  thejlrtt  coHgreot, 

AprU  30th,  1789. 
FeUovf-diizena  of  the  tenate 

and  of  the  houoe  of  repretentativet: 
Among  the  vicissitudes  incident  to  life,  no 
event  could  have  filled  me  with  greater  anxieties 
than  that,  of  which  the  notification  was  transmitted 
by  your  order,  snd  received  on  the  4th  day  of  the 
present  month.    On  the  one  hand,  I  was  ttimmoned 
by  my  country,  whose  voice  I  can  never  hear  but 
with  veneration  and  love,  from  a  retreat  which  I 
had  chosen  with  the  fondest  predilection,  and,  in 
my  flattering  hopes^  with  an  immutable  decision 
as  the  as>lum  of  my  declining  years;  a  retreat 
which  was  rendered  every  day  more  necessary  as 
well  aa  more  dear  to  me,  by  the  addition  of  habit 
to  inclination,  and  of  frequent  interruptions  in  my 
heidth  to  the  gradual  waste  committed  on  it  by 
time:  on  the  other  hand,  the    magnitude    and 
difficulty  of  the  trust  to  which  the  voice  of  my 
country  called  me,  being  sufficient  to  awaken,  tn 
the  wisest  and  most  experienced  of  her  citizens,  a 
distrustful  scrutiny  into  his  qualifications,  could  not 
but  overwhelm  with  despondence  one,  who,  inherit- 
ing inferior  erdowmcnts  from  nature,  aad  unpractis^ 
ed  in  the  duties  of  civil  administration,  ought  to 
be  peculiarly  conscious  of  his  own  deficiences.    la 
this  conflict  of  emotions,  all  I  dare  aver  is,  that 
it  has  been  my  faithful  study  to  collect  my  duty 
from  a  just  appreciation  of  every  circumstance  by 
which  it  might  be  afiected.    All  I  dare  hope  b, 
that  if,  in  executing  this  task,  I  have  been  too  muck 
swayed  by  a  grateful  remembrance  of  former 
instances,  or  by  an  affectionate  sensibility  to  this 
transcendant  proof  of  the  confidence  of  my  fellow- 
citizens,  and  have  thence  too  little  consulted  my 
incapacity  as  well  as  dIstnclinaUon  for  the  weighty 
and  untried  carea  before  me,  my  error  wiA  be 
palliated  by  the  motives  which  misled  me,  and  its 
consequences  be  judged  by  my  country,  with  some 
share  of  the  partiality  in  which  they  originated. 

Such  being  the  impressions  under  which  I  have, 
in  obe^rence  to  "^h?  piiM'c  8Lumroon«,  re;?a4red  ^ 


■WmHiI  pwvMWi  mA  piptn  of  prinic  Mnlkp  Md  tkaf 


«MiT  ho—  d^Mtt,  that  Ui  hlMtatjM  aay 
MaaiM^ta  to  thalibwUaii«<hHT*««"  «**>"!— 
pla  aTtba  Dahad  Itatai^  a  gamaiaaai  jaaiiwd 

■■J  caaUe  arcrr.  iaatraawt  ewtfayai  ia  ha  aA^ 
aiiNUiliaB.ton«e<nc,«itliawMai^tWhnetieaaiBl<ribataa«Ud)BaB  vtatke 


ta  tke  Otcat  Aatfcia  af  arMy  paUie  aad  ^ri*mt« 
(aad,  I  anwc  ajraalftkat  it  aapraiata  jow  aantt 
■Hta  not  ka*  than  ipT  «•)■;  nor  tkoaa  af  Hf  Ml»«- 
eUiiorf  at  taip.laaa  tlua  aMiar.  Ka  paaple  eu 
be  bvoDd  u  BokaMladn  andadontha  ivriiiMa 
kMd  «1iiah  flendneta  Um  alTain  af  »«■,  Kara 
AMthepeapl««rtkc1MM18Utct.  Kvcrj  atap, 
fcj  which  thcf  teva  adraoecd  ta  the  ehanat 


AadfiHlbaiapwtaatrenlatwBjiMti 
i>  the  q«taB  of  thdr  nitad  guntwrnm,  the 
aMefae 


bttaainfi,  which  the  peat  teem  to  presag*.  Tbcac 
Ktaetiana,  iriilBf  oat  eftiia  peweat  uitm,  bare 
fiireed  thMnirea  too  etroMKlj  oa  mj  nlad  to 
be  mtppmaad.  Ton  will  join  with  net  I  tnut,  in 
thlakiof  that  theie  are  noae  uader  tbeinfluenfeor 
which,  the  [Wurriliini  of  a  aew  and  five  fovcn- 


malre 


B7  the  artiele  catabliahia;  the  cxeeutive  de- 
partnent,  it  ia  nada  the  duty  of  the  preaideut  *no 
recammend  to  your  eooMderitiiMt,  lueh  acaaurei 
u  he  aliall  judge  aeceaaary  and  e^>edieat.'*  Th» 
circtUMtanoca  under  which  I  now  auet  700,  will 
acqwt  me  frov  cBtcrioc  into  tbat  aubjaat  hrther 
than  to'^tftr  jva  to  tha  great  eomUtntional  ohar* 
ter  under  which  we  are  aaaenUed)  and  whr^  n 
defining  foot  powan,  deaignatca  the  olgccti  to 
Whiah  jaar  attentiaa  ia  to  be  given.  It  will  be 
Bore  esoiiateat  with  thote  cireudMtaBeea,  and  far 

il'wilh  the  fhelit 
me,  to  anbatitute,  ■  piece  of  a 
parlieulai  awaaarea.  tfae  tribute  tbat  i>  daa  ta  ibe 


aidam  iba  cbantatcra  tchctcd  ta  da^e  and  adept 


1  dwcfl  on  Ibb  pre  ip  eat  irilh  mwf  iHhABlin 
■bieb  aa  ardent  Ian  Tor  my  eouotTy  can  iseptre; 
efawe  tterela  aa  tnitb  more  thoroughlj  nUblisfael 
IhM  that  thve  exiat^  in  thi:  t^onomy  and  coitne 
gf  aate^  an  WlaaelBble  union  belwHn  Tinoc  ud 
bapphiaM  batwan  duty  viil  advantage— betvcea 
JmtoTan  bonMl  and  na^^animoei 
■Bd  reward!  of  public  pratpenTr 
We  oughl  to  be  na  leu  pcr- 
gpitioui  sinilei  of  HeaTcn  c*o 
■■  a  nation  that  tlitregardi  Ibe 
af  aeder  and  right  which  Heam  - 
haelf  has  erdrinad  and  since  tbt  preicmtiini 
rftbeaatrad  Ira  af  Hbef  ly.  and  the  destiny  efib* 
I  ipahMuaa  aadJ  of  government,  are  jually  eoa- 
daap^,pc(fai.p3,  ufinallyitaked,  oBlhc 
ecperiiaeBt  eMnatad  ta  the  bMia  af  tfe*  liwil 


Beaida  the  crdbacy  ebjeeta  aobitftlai  ta  ja» 

re,  it  will  renun  with  joor  jttdgMOtt  ta  teUe 

howfir  aa  exerciie  of  the  occaaioaal  pawer  ddept- 

ed  hy  the  Gfih  article  of  the  conatitatiDa  la  mder- 

ed  expedient,  at  the  preaent  Janet  vc,  fay  tbe  Mtaae 


ayateM,  or  by  the  degree  of  iaqaSatwda  wbM  baa 
given  hinb  to  theak  Inatemd  of  aodaitakiigpar- 
tiealar  reeoMamidatiana  cm  tbb  anbjeol,  hi  wUA 
I  eoakt  be  gnided  by  ao  Ugbta  derived  ftaa  aBcail 
toaitiea,  I  ahall  again  gin  way  la  My  aaAa 
eonfideooe  ia  yoar  diaaenuacot  and  poranit  of  Iba 
public  good:  Ar,  I  aaaara  mjudt,  Iha^  wUM 
yoa  eareMIy  avctd  cvety  alle>atia«  wUch  aight 
endanger  the  benelia  of  an  nnitad  Mid  eChctiMg^ 
T«i»enl,  or  wbieb  ooght  to  «w^  the  htarelMaaaa 
>f  ej4»ellem  a  reremce  for  the  dMraeteriMis 
'ighta  af  fkvecnen,  and  a  regard  fbr  the  prtGe 
banMoy,  will  auHtcientlr  inSueaee  ya«r  diBbeti- 
tiona  an  the  qneetioa,  bow  br  Aa  ftanaer  eaa  ha 
iMfregiuibly  fortified  or  the  letter  ha  nf dr 
and  aMra  adTantageouily  piwKotedi 
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"to  the  prfcfdinf  obMrnitioni  I  haTt  oat  lo 
add,  wWteh  will  be  matt  proper);  addr«»*ed  lo  th<- 
houieof  repmentitiTei.  It  cotieerM  myxlf,  i<n<l 
will  therefore  be  u  brief  ■■  pMitbl*.  When  I 
wu  first  honored  with  a  ckll  into  tbe  lervice  of 
ny  country,  then  on  tbe  ere  of  an  antaooe  itrug- 
g\e  fnr  ill  liberttea,  the  light  in  which  I  eonltm 
platH  my  duty,  required  that  I  thould  reiiuunce 
cvtrf  pecuniary  eompeniation.  From  tbii  resolu- 
tion  I  htTc  i:i  no  imtance  deputed.  And  b«in|i; 
■till  under  tbe  inpreaiioni  wLich  produced  it,  I 

muil  decline,  ■«  inapjilleable  to  myaelf,  any  .h .re  QBn,Mo„fc^  "jj  9 
in  the  per>on«i  emolummla,  wbidi  may  be  ' 
peneibly  included  m  1  pcTmanent  proviiion  I 
executive  department;  and  mu*t  accordingly  prny 
thit  the  pecuniary  estimates  for  tbe  atatio 
which  I  am  place  1,  may,  during  my  oontliiu: 
in  ii,  be  limited  toiuch  acltul  eapenditures  m 
public  gond  may  be  tliought  lo  require. 

Having  thus  imparted  to  yon  ny  Mntinenti,  an 
they  have  been  awakened  by  the  occwion  wl 
bring*  na  together,  I  ihtll  take  my  preient  Ic- 
but  not  without  resorting  once  more  to  the  brnign 

Parent  of  the  human  race,  in  humble  luppl 
.  1tiB>,  aince  he  has  been  pleaied  to  Tavor  the  Anieri- 

caa  people  with  opportunities  for  deliberating  in 

perfect  tnnquility,  and  dispositioD*  fiir  deciding 

whh  uDparalleled  unanimity,  00  a  form  of  govern- 
ment for  the  security  of  their  union,  and  tbe  ad- 

Taocement  of  Ibeir  happiness,  to  his  Divine  Bl?s- 

•11^  may  be  equally  e«n>pieuous  in  the  enlargeil 

views,  tbe  temperate  conaultstioDs,  and  tlie  wist 

IMasures  on  which  the  succees  of  tbii  government 

■ust  depend. 

CoUectioD  of  HcnpB 

On  the  SIh  April,  1783,  an  action  took  pljce  al 
ihe  entrance  of  the  Delaware  bay,  between  an 
Amerir.an  ilo-ip  of  war,  commanded  by  capt  B.irney, 
called  the  Hydtr  Alley,  mounting  16  ais  poundrn. 
Mid  carrying  110  men;  and  the  British  tloap  of  war 
fieneral  Monk,  under  capt.  Rogers,  of  29  nint 
ponnders,  and  136  men.  The  tbrmer  had  four  men 
kilUdand  eleven  wounded;  the  latter  twenty  kil 
led  and  thirly-lhree  wounded.  In  the  navy  de- 
partment U  Wasliingtnn  is  a  representation  of  this 
action.  On  the  lefi  of  the  painting  appears  Cape 
Henlop en  light-house,  and  on  the  right,  tlir  poini 
•r  Cape  .May.  Id  the  centre  is  seen  the  HyrU' 
Ally  and  General  Monk  engaged,  the  lattL-r  in  the 
act  of  atriking  her  colors.  In  front  ia  the  frigate 
<|-tei>ec,  which,  not  findiiv  nffieiMit  w^ter  ia  C»pe 


May  Qhannel,  was  obliged  to  go  round  the  Overf-11 
ShoOa  to  get  into  the  bay.  It  was  during  thit 
etbat  the  action  took  place.  'Fothrrigbt  of 
fighting  (hips,  the  Bngli^  brig  f  ■«  Americaiii 
of  10  guns,  is  seen  ehating  and  firing  at  one  of 
the  Hydcr  Ally's  oonvoy,  which  eeoapcd  under  tbe 
Jersey  ahnc.  At  a  distance  is  seen  the  vetach 
:aavoy«d  by  the  llyder  Ally  sieering  up  tbe  bsy. 


kd. 


wd. 
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men      k<l.      wd. 
136      30  3J 


The  night  oa  whieb  tbe  American  troups  crossed 
the  Delaware  was  cold— tlie  ice  making  on  the 
river.  Tbe  morning  was  nshered  in  with  a  beivy 
storm  of  rain  and  sleet,  the  soldiers  were  rxliau)t> 
ed  with  fatigue,  and  their  arms  rendereil,  inaoinc 
degree  aielesi  by  therein.  In  tbi*  aitua-Jon, gi'iy 
Sullivan,  who  eommanded  the  adrance,  irnt  col. 
Willisia  Smith,  nne  of  his  aids,  to  inform  genera) 
Washington  of  the  sUle  of  hi*  troopi,  and  that 
he  could  drpead  on  nothing  but  the  iaiattet,  in  the 
impending  attack,  being  then  within  a  abort  dis> 
tutce  of  Trenton.  Qcnersl  Washington  siisweri:J 
him  insToiceof  thunder,  and  with  the  couiiicaa;ice 
af  ■  hero,  "Oa  back,  n>,  immciUaltls,  and  ttUfeni' 
ml  Sullivan  TO  bo  orI" 

The  above  anecdote  wet  related  by  col.  Smith, 
short  time  after  the  event,  who  added,  that  he 
ever  taw  a  ftee  to  awfully  rubllme  ta  general 
Washington's  when  he  addretted  hioi. 

Theelmrehti,    Eatrtct  fhimasem>on  preachedat 
New  York,  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Rod  gen.  Dee.  II, 
17S3,  the  day  appointed  by  congress  as  a  pub- 
lie  t!iank<giving  tJirougbout  the  United  States. 
."It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  the  troopa  of  a 
itionwbo  has  been  considered  at  one  of  the  bul- 
warks of  the  refiirmaiion,  should  act  as  if  they  had 
waged  warwitb  llie  Q'ld  whom  C^rittiant  adore. 
Tbey  bare,  la  the  course  of  this  war,  utterly  des- 
d  nore  than  fifty  place*  of  worship  in  these 
I.    Mott  of  these  tbey  burnt,  others  they  le- 
velled with  the  ground,  and  in  tome  place*  left 
not  a  vettige  of  their  former  tit uti ion i  while  they 
have  wantonly  defaced,  or  rather  destrnyeJ  otiiert, 
'erting  them  into  barracks,  jails,  hospiiatt. 
riding  schools,  be.    Boston,  Newpor',   Fiilladel- 
pbia  and  .Charleston,  stl  furnished  melancholy  ■•• 
atanect  of  tliis  prostitution  sndabusr  oTihe  liouiea 
of  Godi— and  of  iritieleeH  placet  of  public  worship 
in  thia  city,  «h«i  tbe  war  hegan,  there  were  farit. 
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nine  fi^  for  use  when  the  Britiili  troops  left  it.  It  t« 
true.  Trinity  church,  and  the  old  Latheran,  were 
destroyed  by  the  fire,  that  laid  waste  fo  great  a 
part  of  the  city,  a  few  nights  after  the  ene- 
my took  posseasAon  of  it;  the  fire  was  occasioned 
by  the  carelessness  of  iheir  people,  and  they  ^«- 
Tented  its  more  speedy  extioguishinent.  But  the 
ruinous  situation  in  idiich  they  left  two  of  the  Low 
Dutch  RefoTined  churches,  the  three  Presbyterian 
churches,  the  Prenlbh  Protestant  church,  the  Ana- 
baptist church, and  the  Friends  new  meeting  house, 
was  the  effect  of  dengn,  and  strongly  marks  their 
enmity  to  those  societies." 

Of  the  middle  Dutch  church,  which,  in  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  war,  was  used  by  the  British  as  a  pri- 
99ni  and  afterwards  converted  into  a  riding  tcAtW, 
the  venerable  Dr.  Livingston  thus  expresses  him- 
self, in  a  sermon,  delivered  July  4,  1790,  when 
it  WIS  for  the  first  time  opened  for  public  wor- 
ship, after  being  repaired: 

**!  dare  not  speak  of  the  wanton  cruelty  of  those 
who  destroyed  this  temple,  nor  repeat  the  various 
indignities  which  have  been  perpetrated.  It  would 
be  easy  to  mention  facts  which  would  chill  your 
blood!  A  recollection  of  the  groana  of  dying  pri- 
■oners,  which  pierced  this  ceiling,  or  the  sacrile- 
gious shouts  and  rough  feats  of  hormanship  exhi- 
bited within  these  walls,  might  raise  sentiments  in 
your  minds  which  would,  perhaps,  not  harmonize 
with  those  religious  affections,  which  I  wish,  at 
present,  to  promote,  and  always  to  cherish." 


The  smaiirDBB  at  TomKTOWir.  F^tn  the  Rich- 
mond  Compiler^  of  Jipril  10,  1818.  As  every  inci- 
dent connected  with  our  revolationsry  history,  is 
interesting  to  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  I  shall 
solicit  a  niche  in  your  paper  to  answer  an  inquiry 
in  a  late  Compiler,  concerning  the  surrender  of  the 
British  srmy  at  Yorktown,  Virginia;  and  hope  that 
your  readers  will  experience  the  aame  pleasure  in 
reading  the  account,  that  I  enjoy  in  the  narration: 


**Tbe  road  through  which  they  marchei  was 
lined  with  spectators,  French  and  American.  On 
one  aide  the  commander  in  chief,  nurrowided  by 
his  suite  and  the  American  staffs,  took  bis  stsXiaB^ 
on  the  other  side  opposite  to  him,  was  the  coulde 
Rochambeau,  in  like  manner  attended.  The  cap* 
live  army  approached,  moving  alowlf  in  oolamn, 
with  gi*ace  and  precision. 

'•Universal  silence  was  observed  amidst  the  vast 
concourse,  and  the  utmost  decency  prevailed,  ex- 
hibiting in  demeanor  an  awAil  sense  of  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  human  life,  mingled  with  commiaaeratioQ 
for  the  unhappy.  The  head  of  the  eokimn  ap- 
proached the  commander  in  chief— 0*lisra,  mb- 
Uking  the  circle,  turned  to  that  on  bis  left  Ibr  the 
purpose  of  paying  his  respects  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  and  requesting  further  orders;  when  quickly 
discovering  his  error,  with  embarrassment  in  his 
countenance,  he  flew  across  the  road«  and  advanc- 
ing up  to  Washington,  naked  pardon  for  bis  ait- 
take,  apologised  for  the  akmtue  ^Urd  GsmwaWi, 
and  begged  to  know  bis  further  plensure. 

'"The  general  feeling  his  embarransment,  rdicf- 
ed  it  by  referring  him,  with  much  politeness  to 
general  Lincoln  Ibr  bia  government.  Retnmiog  to 
the  head  of  the  column,  it  again  moved,  under  the 
guidance  of  Lincoln,  to  the  field  selected  ftr  the 
conclusion  of  the  ceremony. 

"Every  eye  was  turned,  searching  fi>r  the  Bri- 
tish commander  in  chief,  anxious  to  look  at  that 
man  hereiofore  so  much  their  dread.  All  were 
disappointed. 


<*Cornwallis  held  himself  (orXr  from  tbehumiVut- 
ing  scene;  obeying  sensations  which  bis  great  cbi- 
racter  ought  to  have  stifled.  He  had  been  uofar- 
tunate,  not  from  any  false  step  or  deficiency  of  ex- 
ertion on  his  part,  but  from  the  infatuated  policy 
of  his  superior,  and  the  united  power  of  his  enemy 
brought  to  bear  upon  him  alone.    There  was  notb- 


"At  two  o'clock  in  the  eveninfr,  Oct.  19th,  1781,  '»ng  with  which  he  could  reproach  himself;  there 
the  British  army,  led  by  general  CVHara,  marched  was  nothing  with  which  he  could  reproach  hit 
out  of  its  lines,  with  colors  eased  and  drums  beat- 1  brave  and  faithful  army;  why  not  then  appear  at  ii» 
ing  a  Brittah  march.  head  in  the  day  of  misfortune,  as  he  had  alvsys 

"It  win  be  .een  in  the  leqael.  tb.t  0'H«,  .ndl"*""" '"  ""  ***'  »f  »"'"»l*^ 
not  Cornwallis,  surrendered  the  British  army  to  the 
allied  forces  of  France  and  America.    In  this  af- 
fikir,  lord  Cornwallis  seemed  to  have  lost  all  his 


former  magnanimity  and  firmness  of  character,— 
he  sunk  beneath  the  preasure  of  his  misfortunes, 
and  for  a  moment  gave  hit  toul  up  to  chagrin  and 
•orrow. 


*«The  British  general  in  this  instan<*.e  deviated 
from  his  usual  Una  of  conduct,  dimming  the  splen* 
dor  of  his  long  and  brilliant  career. 


"Thus  ended  the  important  co-operation  of  the 
allied  forces.    Great  was  the  joy  difi'used  throust- 
l  out  our  iofkot  empire." 
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I  cannot  end  this  interesting  dettil  as  recorded 
by  Henry  Lee,  without  giving  you  his  panegyric  on 
the  father  of  our  couotfy. 

"This  wide  acclaim  of  joy  and  of  confidence,  as 
rare  as  sincere,  sprung  not  only  from  the  convic- 
tion that  our  signal  success  woultl  bring  in  its  train 
the  blessings  of  peace,  so  wanted  by  our  wasted 
country.  And  from  the  splendor  with  which  it 
encircled  our  national  name,  but  from  the  endear 
ing  reflection  that  the  mighty  exploit  had  been 
mchieved  by  our  faithful,  beloved  Washington.  We 
had  seen  him  struggling  throughout  the  war  with 
ioferior  force  against  the  best  troops  of  Rngland, 
tttisted  by  her  powerful  navy;  surrounded  by  difii- 
ealties,  oppressed  by  want;  never  dismayed,  never 
appalled,  never  despairing^  of  the  commonwealth. 

'■We  have  seen  bim  renouncing  his  fame  as  s 
soldier,  his  safety  ss  a  man;  in  his  unalloyed  love 
of  country,  weakening  his  own  immediate  lurce  to 
strengthen  that  of  his  lieutenants;  submitting  with 
equanimity  to  his  own  conaequent  inability  to  act, 
and  rejoicing  in  their  triumphs,  became  best  cal- 
culated to  uphold  the  great  cause  entrusted  to  his 
care;  at  length,  by  one  great  and  final  exploit,  un- 
der  the  benign  influence  of  Providence,*  lifted  to 
the  pinnacle  of  glory,  the  rewards  of  his  toil,  his 
anifering^,  his  patience,  his  heroism,  and  his  virtue. 
Wonderful  man!  rendering  it  difficult  by  his  con 
4uct  througliout  life  to  decide  whether  he  most 
excelled  in  goodness  or  in  greatness.** 

RevoluHonary  toliUert  of  Connectieut, 
Among  the  applicants  for  pensions  was  lieut.  M. 
who  obtained  Iiis  title  by  his  valor.  His  declara- 
tion was  made  out  in  due  form«  and  certified  by  the 
judge  who  knew  him  well,  and  could  safely  attest 
his  merits  and  his  services.  Tt\e  needy  veteran 
possessed  an  infirmity  which  rendered  him  unable 
to  write  his  name,  and,  in  signing  the  necessary 
docoments,  he  cauld  only  make  hit  mark.  At  the 
f  toitning  of  Fort  Montgomery,  by  the  British,  he 
was  in  the  act  of  touching  off  a  cannon,  loaded  to 
the  mu2zle  with  every  kind  of  missile,  when  a  sho 
carried  away  his  arm,  and  the  match  dropped  upon 
the  ground;  he  immediately  seized  it  with  his  lef\ 
hand,  and  fired  the  piece,  at  the  very  point  and  at 


•"When  I  trace  the  hproes  of  seventv  six  througl 
all  their  countless  difficulties  and  hardshipi— when 
I  behold  all  the  dangers,  and  plots  which  encom 
passed  them,  their  **hair  breadth  escapes"  and  final 
glorious  triumphs — 1  am  as  strongly  impresseH 
with  the  belief  that  our  caiij*e  was  guided  by  hea- 
ven, as  that  Mi-»«e4  and  the  Uraelites  were  directed 
by  the  finger  of  Gjd,  through  the  wilderness. 


the  very  instant  the  enemy  were  entering  the  fort, 
yhich  swept  down  a  whole  phalanx  of  the  foe.  For 
this  heroic  act  ion  he  was  honored  with  a  commis* 
lion;  but  in  his  old  age  he  cqiuld  not  write  hit  namt 
•with  hie  lefi  hand. 

Another  of  these  venerable  men,  trembling  with 
ige,  applied  for  the  necessary  papers  to  obtain  a 
pension.  The  judge  enquired  where  he  had  serv- 
i»d?  "Why,  hrst,**  said  he,  *«in  the  old  French  war." 
Ah,  says  the  juilge,  you  cannot  obtain  a  pension  for 
services  at  that  period^  did  you  serve  in  the  revo- 
lutionary army?  *<0ye8, 1  served  all  the  war,  I  waa 
nt  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill— afterwards  at  Long 
Island,  and  the  capture  of  the  Hessians  at  Trentoa 
-I  W4H  at  the  attack  of  Germantown,  and  the  bat* 
tie  of  Monmouth,— and,  finally,  at  the  capture  and 
«iege  of  Y  rktown,  in  Virginia— and,*'  added  the 
old  m«n,  his  eyes  re-kindling  with  the  fire  of  '7^ 
**I-wat  thefirtt  AmeHcan  centinel  placed  or  the  gnar- 
tert  of  lord  Comwo^if,  after  he  wot  an  American  pri» 
toner.** 

raivaTB  BaaiFicisca. 
From  the  Philadelphia  Centinel. 
The  subsf  quant  narrative  is  no  idle  fiction  of  the 
brain;  we  vouch  for  its  authenticity,  and  no  doubt 
Sut  many  of  our  readers  are  already  acquainted 
with  the  names  and  cirpumstancea  depicted.  We 
jiiall  cverfeel  pleasure  in  embellishing  our  eolumna 
with  such  instances  of  private  benefieenoe,  so  ho« 
aorable  to  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  we  cannot 
but  anticipate  a  concurrence  in  opinion  of  our  pa- 
trons and  correspondents* 

In  the  year  1806,  a  professional  gentleman  of  this 
city  had  obtained  a  judgment,  .for  a  few  hundred 
dollars,  against  an  old,  infirm  gentleman,  who  had 
formerly  been  a  commissary  to  the  United  States* 
army,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  whS,  by 
repeated  misfortunes,  had  become  reduced  from 
easy  circumstances  to  absolute  penury  and  dis- 
tress.—>  An  execution  had  been  taken  out,  and  the 
advocate  called  on  the  sheriffof  Philadelphia  coun- 
ty, presented  it  to  him  and  requested  that  it  might 
be  executed  immediately.  **It  shall  be  done  sir,** 
said  the  minister  of  justice,  and  thegenih«i,.n  wni 
about  leaving  the  apartment,  when  his  esrs  were 
iialuted  with  an  exclamation  not  unlike  th4t  wtii  :li 
greeted  corporal  Trim,  as  the  beneficentandphilM'i- 
thropic  Toby  svore,  that  tiie  lieut.  should  not  sii.!:, 
but  march.  *'This  execution,"  said  he  *'8hali  ncv.-^i* 

oe  served  by ,"  then  turning  to  his  clerk,  he 

continued,  "give  Mr.-^— acheck  for  the  amount.^* 
The  greatest  astonishment  was  excited — the  e>e 
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of  inquiry  wai  turned  on  tlie  sheriff;  but  "the 
ftrm  of  his  viss^  had  ehsngfed;'*  instead  of  the 
•tern  unbeeoioing*  features  of  a  minister  of  justice, 
hit  countenance  seemed  beaming  wi^h  aeraphic 
mildness  and  unbounded  benevolence— the  warm 
current  of  life^  which  for  a  moment  had  mantled 
his  checks  with  crimson,  had  again  receded  to 
the  heart,  but  a  ray  of  ethereal  sweetness  remain- 
ed* which  lan^^uag^e  is  inadequate  to  po-.rtray. 

<1  could  wish,"  said  the  ||rentleman,  when  his  as- 
tonishment had  in  some  meaaure  subaided,  *'t}iat 
you  womI  1  so  far  {nratify  me  as  to  inform  me  of  the 
notives  which  have  excited  your  munificence  in 
the  present  extraordinary  manner.*'  "You  ahall 
have  my  reasons,**  said  the  good  Samaritan,  *'and 
then  judge  for  yourself  of  the  propriety  of  my  con- 
duct." <in  t!ie  month  of  December,  ITTT,  which, 
you  will  recollect,  Jira<  just  after  the  battle  of  Ger- 
mantown,  and  when  our  army  had  retired  to  Val- 
ley Forge,  1  obtained  from  general  Washington, 
undf^r  whom  I  at  th^l  time  held  a  captain's  com- 
mission, a  furlough  of  absence  from  the  army  for 
one  month,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  my  wife 
snd  three  small  children.  It  was  at  that  period 
of  the  revolution,  when  our  army  had  scsrcely  any 
thing  but  their  patriotism  with  which  to  cover 
themselves,  and  little  else  than  a  love  of  liberty  to 
afford  tben  subsistence.  I  set  out  on  my  journey 
to  Chesnut  Hill,  on  foot,  consoling  myself  for  the 
weariness  of  the  way,  with  the  end:.aring  antici- 
pations  of  sgain  folding  to  my  bosom  the  partner 
of  my  life  and  the  tender  pledges  of  our  conjugal 
affection.  As  Iturned  from  the  high-way  into  tic 
avenue  which  led  to  the  scene  of  my  former  do- 
mestic felicity,  and  behell  the  moon -beams  play 
ingon  leafless  branches  of  the  majestic  oaks,  which 
were  wont  to  shadow  my  humble  dwelling,  how  ;ini- 
mated,  how  exquisite  were  the  sensations  which 
took  possession  of  my  breast!  I  W9s  at  that  mo. 
ment  a*  the  pimucls  of  human  felicity — the  nes*. 
precipitated  me  ioto  the  abyss  of  de» p  ilr.  The 
house  which  I  fondly  anticipated  as  sheltering  all 
that  was  ne^r  and  dear  to  me,  was  a  smokinghesp 
of  smoking  riiiiis.  The  desolating  Rriton  liad  been 
there,  and  had  left  me  to  contemplate,  in  speech- 
less A^ony,  the  devastation  of  his  sacrilegious  hand. 
An  ::pp;illing  siltncf^  prevallcil,  save  only  when  i.i 
terni')iefl  by  the  hollow  blasts  of  the  evening  as 
they  swept  ihrou^^h  ihe  wide  ar.d  meUncUoly  waste. 
The  moon,  which,  at  this  moment,  omitted  her  fee- 
ble rays  from  behind  a  cloud,  enabled  me  to  disco 
ver,  at  a  short  distance  from  this  scene  of  miser} 
imd  destruction,  my  shivering  wife  and  children, 


and  from  them  it  was  learned,  that  the  enciiif,iit 
ter  having  plundered  them  of  their  Uit  rag,  hid 
set  fire  to  the  house,  and  that  one  of  the  unftefng 
monsters  had  cast  my  little  infimt  into  the  fl*mcs; 
with  much  difficulty  it  was  saved  by  its  half  dis- 
tracted  mother.    To  proceed,  however,  to  that 
part  of  the  story  which  accounts  for  my  conduct 
this  morning;  as  soon  as  day  light  appeared,  we 
set  out  for  New  Jersey,  where  I  had  tome  rela- 
tions.   The  situation  of  my  family  was  such  u 
could  hardly  have  failed  to  excite  commisaeratioa 
in  a  breast  leas  interested  for  them  thaa  mine. 
Seated  in  a  wretched  cart,  which  was  drawn  by  a 
decrepit  old  horse,  without  clothing  sufficient  to 
screen  them  fh>m  the  severity  of  the  westlier.they 
were  destined  to  pass  another  night,  with  no  other 
shelter  than  the  canopy  of  heaven,  ere  they  could 
reach  their  place  of  destination.    While  engaged 
in  meditating  in  what  manner  the  night  could  be 
best  passed  in  our  present  situation,  darkness  be* 
gan  to  overshadow  us;  the  wind  blew  with  i^ 
creased  violence,  and  ihe  rain  poured  down  upon 
us  in  torrents.    It  waa  at  this  critical  juncture^ 
that  a  horseman  approached,  snd  inquired  who  I 
4'as,  and  whither  1  waa  going.    After  listening  to 
a  hasty  recital  of  our  misfortunes,  he  dismounted 
from  his  horse,  unfastened  the  vnlif  hlanket  whicK 
he  had  to  screen  himself  from  the  storm  that  ragsd» 
passed  it  around  the  neck  of  my  wife,  snd  threw 
the  extremities  of  it  over  the  heads  of  my  shiver* 
ing  children.    Having  done  this,  he  dropt  atear  up- 
on my  hand,  as  he  pressed  it  between  lii«,  g;ive  me 
his  best  wishes,  and  vaulting  into  his  ssddle,  was 
out  of  sight  in  a  moment.    And  now,  need  1  iofaroa 
yoU|  that  this  man  was  a  commissary  to  the  army, 
and  the  identicsl  person  agkinst  whom  the  iron  hand 
of  'he   law  was  this  morning  directed;  or  could 
you  for  a  moment  believe,  th>it  1  could  seise  on 
the  palsied  frame  of  my  family's  benefactor,  and 
immure  it  within  the  cold  inhospitable  walls  of  n 
prison?    God  ponin!"  A  gleam  of  exultation  flash- 
ed across  his  countenance  as  the  last  sentence  pas- 
sed  emphatically  from  his  lips.    The   advocate 
bowed  in  silence  and  retired;  the  remaining  audi- 
*.ors  averted  their  heads,  and  the  benevolent  and 
eloquent  speaker  parsed  from  before  them. 

PENSIONERS'  MUSTER. 

The  following  incidents  of  the  aciors  in  the  revolu- 
tion, may  aptly  be  placed  in  this  collection  for 
preservation.  It  is  copied  from  the  CmnecTCUt 
Mirror,  printed  at  Hartford,  on  the  7th  August, 
1U20. 
On  Tuesday  last  the  county  court  for  this  county 

commenced  a  special  session,  for  the  purpose  of 
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lie«riii^  ih?  peuiiion.-rs  ot-  the  army  of  the  revolu- 
tion  make  oatii  to  iheir  renpeo^irc  estates  Tlif 
number  of  ttpplicnnts  amotf^ted  to  aboiit  one  hun- 
drt^l  and  fif^y,  mot  of  themindicatiui;,  in  tbeir  ap- 
pcariwc^*,  the  strongeat  evidence,  that  neceasity 
alone  urged  them  to  make  claim  for  that  bounty 
to  which  they  have  the  fullest  title.  The  court, 
afler  having  p.ifien  ly  gone  through  with  the  busi 
nets,  declined  aceepiing  any  compentai  ioni  and 
feveral  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  whoaa^isted,  f  11  owed 
their  generoui  example.  On  Wednrsdayi  after 
the  pen«inncrs  had  all  made  oath,  it  huppeiied  that 
among  them  a  drummer  and  fifer  were  found,  who 
were  immediately  fur  jshed  with  instrumenta,  at 
the  aound  of  which  the  war* worn  vetemns  paraded 
in  front  of  the  court  house.  Af  their  head  was 
placed  major  Curtis,  who  acted  a  distinguiRhed 
part  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  and  by  hia  side 
marched  captain  Milter,  equally  distinguished  in 
leading  up  the  *'forlom  hope*'  at  St oney  Point.— 
Colonel  Manrosa  acted  as  marshal  of  the  day. — 
By  argent  solicitation  these  gentlemen  permitted 
avords  to  be  buckled  to  their  sides.  The  venera- 
ble band  theii,  almost  without  eiception  leaning 
apon  their  staves,  moved  oif  at  the  sound  of  the 
drum«  The  scene  now  presented  was  affecting 
teyond  description.  To  see  so  many  of  the  heroes 
4f  ;he  revolution,  bending  beneath  the  weight  of 
^g^,  endeavoring  to  step  to  the  sound  of  music, 
Which,  for  a  moment,  seemed  to  strengthen  their 
iSeeble  joint*,  and  kindle  up  in  their  countenances 
ihe  remennhrance  of  the  deeds  of  other  days,  was 
enough  to  excite  in  the  coldest  bosom  the  strong- 
lest  emotions  of  admiration  and  gratitude.  The 
Scenes  of  the  revolution,  associated  with  this  feeble 
tennant  of  those  who  bore  a  part  inthem-«crowded 
tipon  the  mind,  at  one  moment  elevated  with  the 
proudest  recollect  ions — then  maddened  ky  the  melan. 
cboly  reflection  that  the  same  arm  which^  com- 
paratively but  a  few  years  since,  was  nerved  in  bat- 
tle for  our  defence,  now  tremblingly  reached  to 
the  time-worn  ataff  for  support. 


Having  marched  up  and  down  almist  the  whole 
extent  of  Main-street,  they  were  led  back  to  the 
north  market,  where  a  f  u^al  and  substantial  dinner 
was  provided  for  them  by  the  citizens.  The  rev. 
Mr.  Cushman  wa9  invited  to  officiate  at  the  table, 
«nd  wlien  the  old  soldiers  had  assembled  with 


dav  convened,  a\«'akens  sensations  in  your  withering 
botofhs  .'Tiore  ardent,  more  solemn,  and  more  im- 
portant than  tlie  hope  of  pecuniary  benefit  could 
nosvihly  ii.Hpire.  You  recollect,  with  a  deep  in- 
terest, the  noble  achievements  which  have  been 
narrated  to  us  by  the  fireside:— That  period  which 
threatened  the  citizens  of  these  states  M'ith  a  fate 
more  cruel  than  death,  now  rushes  upon  your  re- 
membrance, and  almost  restores  that  youthful 
vigour  which  time  had  gradually  stolen  away— 
that  period,  when  the  wclfkre  of  our  country,  the 
liberties  of  your  persons,  th^  enjoyment  of  your 
unalienable  rights,  and  the  destiny  of  your  progeny 
rolled  with  weight  upon  your  then  distressed 
hearts,  now  rises  to  heij^hten  the  felicity  you  then 
by  your  valor  proctired;— that  love  of  liberty  which 
first  led  our  persecuted  ancestort  to preff^a  hAwliog 
wilderness  to  their  native  soil,  and  prompted  them 
to  resist  oppression,  when  they  could  not  escape 
by  flij^lit.  T>iey  knew  that  the  God  who  had  made 
>hem,  and  had  endowed  them  with  the  love  of 
peace,  intended  that  they  should  have  a  place  on 
the  hct  of  the  globe,  and  when  they  had  peaceably 
withdrawn  to  these  ends  of  the  earth,  they  planted 
their  standard  in  this  territory,  and  resolutely  cal- 
led it  thein,  determined,  if  the  gift  of  Providence 
could  not  ensure  a  title  against  the  claima  of  ty* 
rtnny,  to  purchase  it  with  th^ir  blood,  tn  this  land- 
able  determination  yon  took  a  part;  in  the  confiiet 
which  ensued,  you  hazarded  your  lives,  and  while 
you  stand  trembling  over  the  graves  you  have  pur- 
chased in  a  peaceful  soil,  your  children  shall  vene- 
rate your  grey  hairs,  and  express  their  gratitude 
for  the  privileges  transmitted  fV'om  yon.  May  that 
spirit  which  first  inspired  your  bosoms  with  pa- 
triotic valour,  descend  to  your  posterity  through 
succeeding  generations,  and  perpetuate  the  prin- 
ciple* and  enjoyments  of  natiotial  independence. 
Bu*  while  we  reverence  you,  our  fathers,  as  the 
benefiictors  of  our  cotmtry,  we  trace  our  signal 
victory  to  a  higher  power,  and  recognize;  in  our 
first  triumph,  and  in  every  subsequent  enjoyment, 
the  Almighty  arm  of  God.— To  him  be  the  praise 
—to  him  be  our  gratitude  directed,  and  to  him 
let  us  look  through  a  glorious  Redeemer  for  the 
continuance  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 


cheerful  countenancea  around  the  convivial  board,  of  the  court— Major  Curtis  presiding.    After  the 


One  hundred  and  twelve  of  these  pensioners 
then  sat  down  to  the  table,  together  with  the  judges 


be  prefaced  a  most  pathetic  and  impressive  prayer 
^ith  the  following  patriotic  observations. 

VaHBBABLB  FATHSaS: 

The  nteresting  occasion  on  which  you  are  this 


cloth  was  removed,  the  following  acntimenla  were 
drank,  accompanied  by  cannon,  and  the  whole  scene 
was  closed  by  the  patriotic  and  revolutionary  song 
of  'God  save  America'  in  full  chores. 
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TOASTt. 

I.  The  Ainericjm  revolutioni— the  Jordan  of  death 
between  the  Egypt  of  o/>^refft>fi  tnd  the  CaiMuu  of 

libertjf, 3  ^tom. 

n.  The  departed  heroes  of  the  rcfolatioiii  ffkllen 
beneath  the  hanrett  sickle— but  the  sun  shines  not 
upon  a  wider  field  of  liberty  than  has  sprung  froa 
their  deeds.^— 2  j^wu, 

HL  GENERAL  GEORGE  WASHINGTON— our 

Itader  in  battle  here;  may  we  all  be  mustered  with 
kioi  in  Heaven. [Drank  tlom/inj]— 3  ^iin<. 

W.  The  surviring  patriots  of  the  rerolution— 
may  they  not  survive  the  liberty  they  won. 3 

jtiasr 

V.  General  Joseph  Warren;— 

«<Bopc  fbr  a  ■oaeat  bale  the  mU  fluewdi, 
••And  frMJom  ihrick'd  m  Wmiwi  dwkly  Ml.* 

YI.  General  Israel  Putnam— while  alive,  neither 
Danger  nor  Treason  dared  look  him  in  the  fiice; 
even  his  memory  has  proved  an  overmatch  fbr 
titled  D-famation.— 6  cheert  and  3  gum. 


By  maj^r  AVicA. — May  our  tooa  never  relin%iush 
the  liberties  purchased  by  their  fathers  at  the  pice 
of  their  blood. 

Aneed0t€9  and  inddtntt  •ftke  dag. 
An  old  officer  to  whom  was  assigned  the  dity 
of  forming  the  company,  afler  the  line  «m  formed^ 
said  with  as  much  strength  as  age  and  infirmity 
would  permit— <*fiellow  soldiera!  c^-cm  by  the  right/* 
finding  that  he  was  not  beard  upon  the  two  eztrcBet 
of  hu  company,  he  ezclatmed  with  new  energy— 
•^soldiers,  Ittib  to  the  rights  the  soldier's  yhVadb  art 
always /aimif  (Mi  the  rigki.** 


Afler  the  company  waa  formed,  they  6«nd  th< 
selves  much  annoyed  by  the  spectatORt  whose 
eager  curiosity  led  them  to  encroach  too  dose 
upon  these  old  veterans,  upon  which  one  of  the 
seijeanta  stepped  briskly  forward — ^*^entlemaw** 
aaid  he,  stand  back;  these  men  shall  not  want  fir 
room  f-day — they  shall  have  the  whole  city  if  they 
want  it:  you  may  look  at  us  if  you  will,  bat  yon 
must  not  press  upon  our  ranks — the  British  never 
dared  t9  do  that. 

In  the  morning  after  the  troops  were  mastered. 


Vir.  The  bttUe  of  Lex\ngton:_"HoTr  gtot  «/'  '»  P~'»*«*  *•  "■•i"»'  «''"*«•  «  "»**  "* 

venerable  patriot,  that  he  ahonld  march  at  their 

head,  and  a  sword  was  accordingly  procured  Ibr 

his  use.  When  it  waspre«ented  to  him  he  strongly 

chtert  and  declined  wearing  it,  ssytng  that  it  was  now  an 

unfit  instrument  for  his  feeble,  palsied  hand.  Upon 


Ltter  a  little  fire  k'mdleth!" 3  gun». 

YIII  Bunker-Hill — ^let  its  thunders  never  cease 
to  ring  in  the  ears  of  our  enemies. 
2  gum. 


IX.  Ctpuin  Nathan  Htle;-the  blood  of  .uch  j  *^"  *«  ^^^.  ~™"^^  '^'PP*^  up-"Majop.-   said 


martyrs  is  the  sure  seed  of  future  patriots  and 
heroes.— -3  gwu. 

X.  Our  pensions:— 

*Tbe  brokoi  toldier  Uodly  bade  to  itaf— 
"Sat  bj  itie  fire  and  talk*d  the  night  away.** 

XI.  The  spirit  of '76— may  it  descend  to  posteri- 
ty,  and  ever  stand  at  4th  proof.— 3  gunt, 

XII.  The  rising  generation; — while  they  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  liberty,  may  they  never  forget 
those  who  achieved  it.-*— 3  gvn*. 

XIII.  Ouraelvet^Wt  must  all  aoon  meet  where 
the  poverty  we  now  plead  shall  be  our  best  title 
to  a  pension  of  eternal  rest.— 3  gunt.  [^Drank 
tilent  and  ttanding.] 

TOLUVTins. 

By  major  CurtU. — The  citizens  of  Hartford;-* 
•*We  were  hungry,  and  they  gave  ua  meat.' 


•» 


By  captain  Miller. — ^The  batteries  of  our  ene- 
mies— may  America  never  want  brave  sons  to  storm 
them. 


he,  "you  did  not  behave  thus  at  Monmouth — ^>'ott 
raised  the  standard  hifi^h  at  Monmouth  battle.'' 
''Monmouth!  Monmouth!*'  said  the  m  ijor,  '*let  me 
feel  of  it;"  then  raising  the  sword  aloft,  his  hand 
trembling  like  the  aspen,  he  added — **I  once  could 
wield  it,  but  the  day  has  gone  by — still  if  you  wish 
it,  I  will  try  to  carry  it." 

After  a  short  march  the  troops  were  halted  a  few 
momenta  in  order  to  give  the  more  aged  and  infirm 
an  opportunity  to  rest.  The  old  major  mentioned 
above,  after  seating  himself  upon  a  stone,  observed 
to  the  by-standers  "that  it  was  pleasant  to  then 
to  measure  their  steps  once  more  to  the  martial 
drum  and  fife,"  but  added  he  with  feeling~<*/i(kiri:.' 
from  the  tombt is  now  our  appropriate  music." 

The  second  volunteer  toast,  which  was  given 
by  captain  Miller  of  this  town,  may  be  read  with 
additional  interest,  when  it  is  known  that  he  wu 
the  hero  who  commanded  the  forlorn  hope  at  tlie 
storming  of  Stoney-Point.  The  story,  as  we  beard 
it  related  by  a  pensioner  who  was  at  his  side  at  the 
itimt,  if  worth  preserving.    Miller,  upon  reachii^ 
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the  enemy'i  vorks,  from  his  small  sice,  wm  unable 
to  reach  the  top*  of  the  piqueU;  after  making  one 
or  two  imsucceasfnl  leapt,  and  fearing  that  he 
should  be  preceded  by  hit  companions,  exclaimed 
— •'iArow  "me  inU  thefnt  miih  ywr  bi^ftneit,**  and 
he  was  literally  tossed  over  with  the  muxsles  of 
their  muskets. 

The  age,  infirmities  and  extreme  poverty  of  these 
pensioners,  tras  calculated  to  render  the  scene 
peeuttarly  affecting.  Most  of  them,  as  appeared 
by  their  declarations,  possessed  little  or  nothing. 
A  great  part  of  the  inventories  fell  short  of  fify 
dollars,  and  many  of  them  amounted  to  a  much 
smaller  sum:  one,  in  particular,  contained  but  one 
Hem,  and  that  an  empty  tohaeeo  bT.' 

Captain  Nathan  Hale,  whose  virtues  and  misfor* 
tunes  suggested  the  sentiment  contained  in  the 
eighth  toast,  waa  a  brave  and  valuable  officer  be- 
longing to  col.  Rnowlton's  regiment  of  Connecti- 
cut light-infiintry     He  wu  a  native  of  Coventry, 
in  this  state,  and  graduated  at  YaleCoUege  in 
1773.    After  the  unfortunate  battle  on  Long-Island 
and  the  retreat  of  the  American  troops  to  New. 
York,  general  Washington  became  very  solicitous 
to  obtain  accurate  information  of  tlie  resources 
snd  movements  of  the  British  army.    To  spy  out 
SB  enemy's  camp  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  and 
haxardoiis  undertakings  which  a  soldier  is  ever 
called  upon  to  eiecute.     But  the  salvation  of 
America  was  at  stake,  and  Washington  bad  no 
difficulty  in  finding  enaugh  who  were  ready  to 
yield  up  their  lives  in  her  defence.    Hale  promptly 
Tolunteered  his  services  and  immediately  set  forth 
upon  the  undertaking.    He  visited  the  British  ar- 
my in  disguise,  and  collected  all  the  necessary  in- 
formation, but,  just  as  he  was  on  the  eve  of  re- 
tumiog,  he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  detected. 
Circumstances  being  strongly  aga'kist  him  and  his 
inflexible  integrity  not  permitting  him  to  dissemble, 
he  frankly  confessed  the  object  of  his  visit.    He 
was  not  allowed  even  the  form  of  a  trial,  and  was 
harbarously  executed  the  following  morning.  How 
unlike  was  the  conduct  of  the  American  com- 
mander in  the  case  of  the  unfortunate  Andre.— 
Wanhingfton  not  only  gave  him  every  indulgence 
which  the  laws  of  war  would  allow,  but  to  these 
he  added  his  sympathy  and  tears.    The  following 
just  tribute  to  the  memory  of  captain  Hale  is  from 
the  pen  of  the  late  president  Dwiglit. 

Thus  did  fond  virtue  wish  in  vain  to  save, 
Hak^  bright  and  generous,  from  a  hapless  grave; 
With  genius*  living  flame  his  bosom  glow'd. 
And  iciense  charm'd  him  to  tier  hlett  abode. 


In  worth's  fair  path  his  feet  had  ventured  for. 

The  pride  ofpeace^  the  risbg  ^race  •/war. 

In  duty  firm,  in  danger  calm  as  ev'n. 

To  friends  unchanging,  and  sincere  to  Heaven. 

How  short  his  course,  the  prize  how  early  won. 

While  weeping  friendship  mourns  her  fav'rile  gone. 

nox  ms  cownxcTicut  xmaox. 

A  view  0/  the  march  0/  the  veterant  on  }Vedneiday% 
occaaioned  the  fiUowing: 
Thef  aaee  mirchM  in  (iory-^rir  bsaoen  were  ttreamingi 
With  the  ghnee  of  the  MttbeMB,the^  amioyr  wtt  Kteaminf; 
Thn  bopei  iwelM  dieir  boioin»-theB  flna  wm  their 
Aad  Roaad  then  the  gsriandi  gf  Tietorj  were  tpread. 

Thenlitile  ther  4reaB^  that  the  conaoy  ther  «T'd«- 
That  the  coQBtrjIbr  wheat  cvcrj  daofcr  tibejr  hiaT*d, 
WooU  forget  their  detcrt  when  oM  age  iboald  ease  on, 
Aad  Icare  then  fiynakcn— their  eomlbrti  all  fooe. 

Thej  new  nareh  in  gtorf-ftill  menorj  ihcdi. 
The  brighten  of  haloes  enMiiid  their  hoar  head*; 
Thoagh  Ihltering  the  footttep— though  rayktt  the  eye, 
•till  dwells  00  the  dojt  long  gone  bj. 


Teil  Savtoan  and  flteei,  thoagh  the  pittanee  be  imall, 
Whidi  joar  eoootry  awards   end  that  pittance  your  all, 
Though  the  eold  hand  of  Pofertj  press  00  your  liraniet, 
Tec  yoor  ehiUrea  shall  bless  yon,  and  hoasc  of  year  nai 


And  when  life  with  Its  toito  and  alKctioBs  shaU  ecaK, 
O  then  auy  yoo  hail  the  hright  Angel  of  peace. 
Then  frecnen  shell  weep  o*er  the  Teterea^  graven 
Aad  loaad  it  the  laoid  and  cypcces  shall  wave. 

Thunday  Augmi  3.  A.  T. 

VBOM  THE  mW  TOaX  COLinCBIAV. 

Sketch  of  revohaienarjf  Attfory.— At  the  late  anni- 
versary meeting  of  the  Medical  society  of  Orange 
county,  an  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Amell« 
in  which  he  introduced  a  biography  of  Dr.  Tasmr, 
a  native  of  Southold,  L.  I.  who  was  a  distinguished 
practitioner  in  the  early  settlement  of  that  coun- 
ty. In  relation  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Tusten,  his 
biographer  givea  the  following  interesting  sketch 
of  our  revolutionary  history: 

In  June,  1779,  col.  Brandt,  who  commanded  the 
six  nations  of  Indians,  left  Niagara,  with  about  300 
warriors  and  a  number  of  tories,  who  had  joined 
that  murderous  crew,  with  an  intention  of  destroy* 
ing  the  aettlements  upon  the  Delaware  river,  which 
was  then  considered  as  fhe  frontier  of  otir  unsettled 
country.  On  the  !20th  of  July,  he  appeared  on  the 
west  of  Minisink— he  sent  down  a  party  which  de- 
stroyed the  settlement,  burnt  several  houses,  and 
plundered  the  inhabitants,  returning  with  their 
ill-gotten  booty  to  the  main  body,  which  lay  then 
at  Grassy  Swamp  Brook.  An  express  was  imme- 
diately dispatched  to  colonel  Tusten,  his  superior 
officer.  Gen*  Allison  being  then  confined  in  New- 
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Yorkt  having  been  uken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of 
Port  Montgomery— the  colonel  received  the  newt 
that  evening— he  instantly  issued  orders  to  the 
officers  of  the  regiment  to  rendezvous  at  Mliiinink. 
where  he  would  meet  the«n   Kavi  ig  taken  an  aftec 
tionate,  and  it  proved  a  iinsl,  leave  nf  his  family,  he 
collected  what  few  he  could,  and  was  at  the  ap 
pointed  place  by  morning.    In  the  sfter  part  of 
tliat  day,  about  120  men  were  collected,  when  a 
council  was  held,  to  determine  whether  it  would 
be  best  to  purs^ie  the  Indians  into  the  woods;  a 
majority  of  the  officers  were  in  favor  of  that  mea- 
aure;  colonel  Tusten,  who  viewed  things  In  a  calm 
manner  and  judicious  light,  was  oppostd  to  that 
plan:  he  gave,  aa  his  reasons  for  his  opposition, 
thst  tbt  men  were  not  sufficiently  supplied  with 
ammunition  for  a  battle— that  there  were  probably 
a  much  greater  number  of  Indians  than  h^d  been 
seen— that  they  were  piloted  by  tories  and  Indians 
well  acquainted  with  the  woods,  and  commanded 
by  Brandt,  a  well  kiiowu  warrior,  who  would  never 
risk  a  battle  unless  he  had  superior  advantMges. 
To  this  was  answered,  that  there  was  no  danger 
of  their  numbers— tliat  the  Indians  dare  not  fighi 
—that  they  had  several  cattle  and  horses  which 
they  had  plundered  from  the  inhabitants  which 
they  must  guard  or  leave  upon  the  appearance  of  an 
enemy— that  they  might  be  pursued  wif^  delibera 
tion  until  they  came  to  the  fording  place  of  the 
Delawhre  river,  which  was  near  the  enterance  of 
Lacawac  river  into  the  Delaware,  and  finally,  ma 
jor  Meeker  mounted  bis  horse  and  flourished  his 
sword,  requesting  all   those  who  were   men  of 
courage  to  follow  him,  and  1^  the  cowards  stay 
behind.    This  last  appeal  was  too  much  fbr  Amer: 
oan  valor,  and  the  men  immediately  turned  out, 
determined  to  pursue  and  destroy  the  Indians  or 
perish  in  the  attempt.    They  marched  that  even 
ing  about  17  miles,  when  they  encamped  for  the 
night. 


In  the  morning  they  were  ovortaken  by  colonel 
Hathorn,  of  the  Warwick  regiment,  who,  being  the 
oldest  colonel  and  highest  ofBcer  in  rank,  took 
the  command.  He  called  a  council  and  Mmsetf 
opposed  the  pursuit,  but  here  it  was  urged  that 
they  had  a  pilot,  captain  Tyler,  who  was  as  well 
acquainted  wiih  the  woods  ss  any  among  their 
enemies,  and  who  could  bring  them  to  «  spot  m>8t 
eligible  for  an  attack  with  perfect  safety,  and  the 
same  scene  of  bullying  was  acted  by  maj  .r  Meeker, 
who  is  well  calculated  by  the  poet,  "a  fool  devoid  of 
rule,**  and  the  fatal  line  of  march  was  tgain  ctim- 
menccd.  They  had  not  proceeded  far  before  Brandt 


discovered  them— he  ordered  a  few  ofhuhdians 
lo  keep  in  sight  and  decoy  then  to  the  very  spot 
vhere  they  intended  to  lurpriae  liim:  bat  btfert 
they  reached  the  plaee  captain  Tyler  wit  sbet, 
wliich  damped  the  spirits  of  ^r  men.    DiL-iig 
this  confusion  a  party  of  Indiana  hove  in  s^hU- 
colonel  H.  ordered  that  no  man  should  fire  oatil 
they  had  prepared  for  a  general  battlei  a  Uiye 
Indian  however  rode  past  on  a  horse  which  bsd 
been  stolen  from  Mmisink,  and  which  one  oTonr 
men  knewi  fie  temptatioa  w^  too  gi'eat»  avd  ow 
hero  fired  his  rifle  and  brought  the  Indian  to  the 
ground.    The  advanced  Indians  then  fired   ud 
rushed  towards  o*jr  men,  in  order  to  divide  then, 
and  about  thirty  were  separated  from  the  maia 
body,  who  could  not  afterwards  be  brought  iote 
action.    In  a  few  minutes  Bnndt  appeared  with 
his  whole  force,  when  the  firing  became  general 
K  very  confused  and  irregular  fire  was  kept  up 
from  behind  trees  and  rocks  both  by  the  Indians 
and  our  men.    From  the  situation  In  which  they 
wer^  placed  every  one  fought  in  his  own  way  and 
it  wjs  impossible  for  any  one  to  command:  colonel 
Tusten  retired  to  a  spot  surrounded  bj  rock^ 
were  he  directed  the  wounded  to  be  conveyed  to 
him,  and  he  now  became  the  surgeon  and  friend 
of  the  wounded.    Early  in  the  battle  he  bad  re> 
ceived  a  slight  wound  in  the  hand,  though  not 
sufficient  to  prevent  his  dressing  the  wounds  of 
the  soldiers.    The  battle  lanted  the  whole  dayi 
the  Indians  co  ist^ntly  endeavoring  to  divide  and 
break  the  main  body  which  had  possession  of  the 
gi^unJ  uniil  sunset,  when  their  ammunition  waa 
expended,  and  a  general  retreat  was  ordered— Xo 
regularity  could  be  preserved,  and  every  one  wu 
left  to  effVct  hi^  escape  in  the  best  manner  he 
could— some  crossed  the  river,  while  others  were 
shot  in  it;  some  retreated  through  the  woods,  while 
others  were  destroyed  in  the  attempt;  but  oow  a 
scene  presented  itself  which  of  all  others  was  the 
most  trying.    Dr.  Tusten  had  seventeen  with  h'ln^ 
whose  wounds  he  hud  dressed,  and  whose  lives 
might  have  been  saved — the  cries  tbey  kept  up 
for  mercy  and  proiecii->n  when  they  heard  the  re- 
treat ordered,  b'-ggared  all  description;  they  were 
necessarily  left  to  be  sacrificed  by  savage  barbarit}; 
ami  whether  Dr.  Tusten  stayed  and  perished  with 
.is  wounded  countrymen,  or  attempted  to  make 
his  retreat,  is  not  known.    This  is  the  last  time 
Me  was  ever  seen  by  any  while  man,  though  it  is 
generally  believed  that  he  suffered  by  the  same 
tomahawk  which  destroyed  those  that  were  with 
Mm.    On  this  fatul  day  forty  four  of  our  country- 
men fells  some  of  whopi  might  emphatically  be 
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Called  t>ie  pride  and  Auwer  of  CKMhen.  Among 
them  Wfts  a  Jonfi,  a  Utile,  a  DaneaB,  a  Wiinert  a 
Vail,  1  Town8end,and  a  Knappt  and  there  perished 
our  friend  and  brother  in  profession.  Dr.  Tusten, 
A  sacrifice  for  the  independenee  and  liberty  of  our 
country. 

Watkingrton  in  -mant  •fa  ^-Xrm/V.-^In  Caldwdl's 

life  of  Greene,  p.  65,  there  is  a  fac  simile  of  the 

fbllowing  curious  eptstlet 

(htober  7th,  1779. 

*Dear  sir^I  have  lost^and  cannot  tell  how— sn 
old  and  favorite  penknife,  and  am  much  distressed 
for  want  of  one— if  you  have  any  in  your  stores, 
please  send  me  one-«tf  you  have  not,  be  so  good 
o  to  get  one  immediately.  Perhaps  Mr.  Railey 
could  ftimtsh  me.  ^Ooe  with  two  blades  I  should 
liefer,  when  choice  can  be  had.— I  am,  dear  sir^ 
*Your  most  obedient, 

•GEO  WASHINGTON.* 

BONISTrC  XAKVriCTITAlt. 

"■At  a  town  meeting  holden  in  New  Haven,  by 
adjournment,  upon  the  22d  day  of  Feb.  1768. 
*^*he  committee  appointed  in  contequenee  of  a 
letter  from  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Boston 
to  the  selectmen  of  this  town,  to  consider  of 
tome  measures  to  be  agreed  upon  for  promoting 
ceonomy,  manufactures,  Uc.  report.  That  it  is 
their  opinion,  that  it  is  expedient  for  the  town  to 
take  all  prudent  and  legal  measures  to  encourage 
the  produce  and  manufactures  of  this  colony, 
and  to  lessen  the  use  of  superfluities,  and  more 
especially  the  following  articles  imported  firom 
abroad,  vis. 

''Carriage  of  all  sorts,  house  furniture,  men's 
and  women*j  bats,  men's  and  women's  apparel, 
ready  made  tiousebold  furniture,  men's  and  wo- 
men's shoes,  sole  leather,  gold,  silver,  and  thread 
lace,  gold  and  silver  buitonii,  wrought  plate, 
diamond,  stone,  and  paste  ware,  clocks,  silver- 
smith's and  jeweller's  ware,  broad  cloths  that  coat 
above  ten  shillings  sterling  per  yard,  muffs,  furs, 
and  tippets,  starch,  women's  and  children's  toys, 
silk  and  cotton  velvets,  gatue,  linseed  oil,  malt 
Jiquors,  and  cheese. 

''And  that  a  subscription  be  recommended  to  the 
several  inhabitants  and  house  holders  of  the  town, 
whereby  they  may  mutnaUy  agree  and  engage,  that 
they  will  encourage  the  use  and  consumption  of 
articles  manufactured  in  the  British  American  eolo- 


iiiesy  and  more  especially  in  this  colony,  tiid  that 

they  will  not,  after  the  31st  day  of  March  nexsltbegentralapprovtd  and  execttttd. 

47. 


purchase  any  of  the  above  enumerated  articles, 
imported  from  abmad,  after  the  said  Sim  of  March, 
and  that  they  will  be  careful  to  promote  the  saving 
of  linen  rags,  and  other  materials,  proper  for  malt* 
ing  paper  in  this  colony. 

'The  foregoing  report  being  considered  by  the 
town,  Was  by  a  full  vote  approved  of  and  accepted* 
A  true  copy  of  record. 
Test,        SAMUEL  IllSHOP,  jr.  <cm  clerkj^ 

CouET  MARTfAL.— fV«iR  the  Prvtidencc  (tl.  I.) 
Patriot.'^K  ^end  has  handed  us  the  fbllowing 
extract  from  the  orderiy  book  of  general  SvUivan, 
in  command  here  during  the  revolution,  as  being 
connected  with  a  case  somewhat  amilogous  to  one 
which  occurred  in  tlie  Seminole  war.  We  hare 
omitted  names,  for  obvious  reasons. 

^Head  qtutrten,  JPrortV/encir, 
Ms  24,  1778. 

'The  sentence  of  the  court  martial,  whereof 
colonel  B^-^  wu  president,  against  M.  A.  and 
D.  C.  the  general  totally  disapproves,  as  illegal  and 
absurd.    The  clearest  evidence  baring  appeared 
to  the  court,  that  the  said  A.  was  employed  by 
the  enemy,  repeatedly,  to  come  on  the  main  as  a 
spy,  and  that  he  enticed  men  to  go  on  to  Rhode« 
Island,  to  enlist  in  the  enemy's  service,  and  his 
confessions  firom  day  to  day  being  so  different  as 
to  prove  him  not  only  a  spy,  but  to  be  a  person  in 
whom  the  least  confidenca  cannot  be  placed;  the 
court  ir.ving  found  him  guilty  of  ali  tbiK,  nothing 
Cftlild  be  more  absurd  than  to  sentence  him  to  be 
whipped  one  hundred  lashes,  and  afieru-ards  to 
be  taken  into  a  service  which  he  has  been  long 
endeavoring  in  the  most  malicious  and  secret  man- 
ner to  injure!    The  man  who  is  found  guilty  of 
acting  as  a  spy,  can  have  but  one  judgment  by  all 
the  laws  of  war,  which  is  to  suffer  death;  and  the 
sentence  of  a  man  to  be  whipped  when  found  guilty 
of  this  crime,  is  as  absurd  as  for  the  common  law 
courts  to  order  a  man  to  be  set  in  the  stocks  for 
wilful  murder.    The  same  absurdity  appearing  in 
the  judgment  against  U.  C.  for  tiie  same  reasons, 
[the  gen.]  disapproves  them  both,  dissolves  the 
court,  and  orders  another  court  to  sit  for  the  trial  of 
those  persons,  to-morrow  morning,  at  0  o'clock: 
The  adjutant  general  to  lod^e  a  crime  against  A* 
for  acting  as  a  spy,  and  for  enticing  men  to  enlist 
into  the  enemy's  service,  and  against  C.  for  acting 
as  a  spy." 

At  the  subsequent  court,  A.  was  found  gnilty  aa 
before,  and  sentenoed  to  be  Avti^,  which  sentence 
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In  stormiig  ibe  works  of  Quebec  by  g^enernl 
Montgomery,  the  gallant  captain  Cheeseman,  of 
Xew-York,  M  to  Montgomery,  being  as  actWe  as 
i>«  trr.t  lirave,  the  moment  he  reached  the  picket, 
placed  his  hand  on  one  of  the  paliskdnes,  exclaim- 
ing to  his  comra(^e8,  If  there  be  any  honor  in  being 
the  first  man  in  Qnrbec,  I  have  it.'  He  sprung  o?er 
and  fell  by  a  shot  irithin  the'  picket. 

When  col.  Gardner  of  Brookline  waa  brought 
off  from  Bunker's  Hill,  where  he  waa  mortally 
wounded,  he  was  asked  if  he  did  not  wish  to  see 
bis  son,  who  had  been  also  in  the  battle.    <lf  my 


general  in  Massachusetis,  am!  eminent  by  Kit  fab- 
lie  services.     He  was  in  tMs  brig    during-  4hret 
cruises,  and  wan  at  the  taking  of  eight  prises,  the 
firit  of  which  wa4  the  kini;'s  armed  schooner  Dn- 
pitch,  belonging  to  lord  II.)w's  fleet,  then  ot 
t-ieir  passage  from  Halifax  to  New-York,  it  being 
10<!f  July.    In  the  engagement  one  man  was  killed 
in  the  Tyrannicidi^,  three  wounded,  and  one  died 
of  Ms  woun^^s.     He  continued  in  this  vessel  till 
the  14th  of  February,   1777,  when   he  returned, 
from  :ifour  and  an  hnlf  monlh'ti  cruise  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  all  were  discharged,  lie  is  now-72  years 
of  agr.    In  the  action  wilb  the  Dispatch,  which 
•on  has  done  his  duty,  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  him.'  ,^^^j  7  gX^sf^,  her  commander,  John  Goodrich, 


He  wab  answered  that  bis  son  bad  done  his  duty. 
He  saw  and  embraced  him.  J?ati.  Patriot. 

The  first  tea  fight. — Tlie  late  rev.  Dr.  Bbhtlst,  of 
Salem,  Mass.  whose  decease  was  equally  deplored 
by  the  friends  of  religion,  patriotism  and  literature 
—who  for  many  years  enriched  the  columns  of  the 
**£ssex  Register"  with  his  remarks,  when  speak- 
ing of  the  revolutionary  pension  law,  seized  the  op- 
portunity to  give  us  the  following  interesting  scrap 
ofhistor}': 

**The  following  history  may  discover  how  a  man 
nay  engage  in  the  public  service,  and  yet  not  be 
qualified  according  to  law  fjr  the  bounty  of  a  term 
short  of  one  year's  service.  Joshua  Ward,  who 
belonged  to  Salem,  but  who  has  lived  many  years 
in  Marblehead,  a  painter,  marched  on  the  19th  of 
April,  to  Charlestown  neck,  as  a  fifer  of  the  first 
company  in  colonel  Timothy  Pickering's  regiment 
of  militia,  commanded  by  capt.  William  Pickman, 
mnd  soon  after  entered  the  army  under  captain 
Thomas  Barnes.  From  Cambridge,  he  was  ordered 
to  Watertown  to  guard  the  public  stores,  and  re- 
mained at  this  station  till  the  battle  of  Bunker's 
Hill.  He  tiien  joined  the  regiment  under  colonel 
Mansfield  on  Prospect  Hill,  in  Charlestown,  in  the 
Massachusetts  line,  and  acted  as  fife-major,  till 
be  joined  gen.  Sullivan's  brigade,  on  Winter  Hill, 
when  he  was  promoted  as  fife-major  general.  He 
eontinued  in  the  service  till  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary 1776,  when  he  was  discharged,  having  continu- 
ed the  time  of  his  enlistment.  He  then  entered 
captain  Benjamin  Ward's  company,  and  performed 
garrison  duty  at  fort  William  and  Mary,  now  fori 
Pickering,  till  the  19th  of  June  fi^Ilowing.  He 
then  Volunteered  with  the  first  lieutenant  Haraden, 
a  well  known  b<-ave  and  able  officer,  with  othert^ 
of  Lis  companions,  on  board  the  Tyrannicide,  a 
public  armed  b:  ig  of  14  guns  and  75  men,  con- 
sunded  by  captain  John  Fiske,  afterwards  a  mhjor 


2d  lieut.  of  the  Renown  of  50  guns,  then  ia  the 
fleet,  was  killed,  and  several  men.  Mr.  More,  saiUng 
master,  was  wounded  and  his  limb  amputated.  Mr. 
Collingsin,  midshipman,  had  his  limb  amputated 
but  he  died.  The  Dispatch  was  so  disabled  that 
they  were  obliged  to  take  her  in  tow,  and  thej 
brought  her  into  Salem,  after  being  out  17  days. 
The  Dispatch  had  eight  carriag»  gpjn^  12  swivels, 
and  a  compliment  of  41  picked  men  from  dilfereot 
ships  iQ  the  fleet.  Thia  -mat  thefirtt  tea  fight.  The 
Tyrannicide  was  the  first  vessel  that  w«s  built  for 
the  public  service,  and  her  commission  was  signed 
by  John  Hancock.  The  Dif  pitch  was  no  prize  t» 
the  crew,  excepting  a  small  bounty  on  her  guns. 
And  yet  this  worthy  man  in  his  'poverty,  comet 
not  within  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  instead  ofhis 
bounty,  must  accept  a  hearty  recommendatioa  ts 
the  generous  care  ofhis  fellow-citizens." 


STnO!VG  MRASUarS    PROPOSED. 

In  congreat  Oct.  21,  l77S.—*'jy/icreat  there  is 
every  reason  to  expect  tiiat  our  unnatural  enemies, 
despairing  of  being"  ever  aoU  lo  subdue  and  en- 
slave us  by  open  force,  or  persuade  us  to  break 
through  the  solemn  treaties,  as  having  entered  into 
with  our  great  and  good  ally,  W\9  Most  ChristiaA 
in.jjesty,  and  return  to  the  dependence  of  Great 
Britain,  will,  as  the  last  effort,  ravage,  bum,  and 
destroy  every  city  and  town  on  this  continent  they 
can  come  at: 

Retolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  such  inha- 
bitants oF  these  states,  as  live  in  places  exposed 
to  the  ravages  of  the  enoiny,  immediaiely  to  build 
huts,  at  least  SO  miles  distant  from  their  present 
habitations,  tliereto  convey  tlielr  \voincn,  children, 
and  oUiers  not  capable  of  bearing  arm«,  and  them- 
selves in  case  of  necessity,   log^cther  with  their 
furniture,  wares,  ar.d  mcrchandiie  of  every  aort; 
also,  that  they  send  oil*  all   the;r  catilc;   bring 
measures  they  cancpt  think  hardships  in  tuch  n'mea 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OP  THE  REVOLUTION. 


sn 


of  T'Uhlic  calamtty,  when  8o  many  of  their  ganant\\ord  Cornu^allis  raide  his  overture  for  oipllulalion. 


eowiirifmen  are  tttdly  expoted  in  the  hardships  of 
the  field,  fighting;  in  defence  of  their  rights  and 
liberties. 

HetoheJ,  That  immediately,  when  the  enemy 
begin  to  burn  or  destroy  any  town,  it  be  recom- 
raefided  to  the  f<;ood  people  of  these  states  to  set 
fire  to,  ravage,  hurn,  and  destroy,  the  houses  and 
properti^  of  all  torieft,  and  enemies  to  the  free, 
dom  and  independence  of  America,  and  secure 
the  persons  of  such,  so  as  to  prevent  them  from 
assisting  the  enemy,  always  taking  care  not  to  treat 
theifk  or  their  families  with  any  wanton  cruelties, 
as  we  do  not  wish,  in  this  particular,  to  copy  after 
our  enemies,  or  their  German,  negro,  and  copper- 
coloured  allies. 

Extract  fh>m  the  minutes, 

CHAaLcs  Thomsov,  $fC** 

Loan  CaiTHAx  thus  expressed  himself,  when 
speaking  in  parliament,  of  the  congress  that  declar- 
ed independence.  '<!  must  declare  and  avow,  tliat 
in  all  my  reading  and  observation,  and  it  has  been 
my  fiivorite  study,  I  have  read  Tbucydides,  and 
have  stodied  and  admired  the  master  states  of 
the  world,  but  for  solidity  of  reasoaing,  force  of 
sagacity  and  wisdom  of  conclusion,  under  such  a 
complication  of  difficult  circumstances,  no  nation 
or  body  of  men  can  stand  in  preference  to  the  ge- 
neral congress  at  Philadelphia.*' 


A  brave-fiUov. — Among  numberless  feats  of  valor 
performed  by  individuals  of  the  American  revolu- 
tionary army,  none  has  pleased  me  more  than  the 
*  following,  related  by  an  eye  witness: — **During  the 
beat  of  the  battle  at  Germantown,  while  bulleU 
flew  at  thick  as  hail- stones,  one  Barkelew  (of 
Monmouth)  was  levelling  his  musket  at  the  ene- 
my, when  his  lock  was  carried  away  by  a  ball- 
Undismayed,  he  caught  up  the  gun  of  a  comrade 
just  killed  by  his  side,  and  taking  aim,  a  bullet 
entered  the  muzzle,  and  twisted  the  barrel  round 
like  a  corkscrew!  Still  undaunted,  our  hero  imme- 
diately kneeled  down,  unscrewed  the  whole  lock 
from  the  twisted  barrel,  screwed  it  on  to  the 
barrel  from  which  the  lock  had  been  torn,  and 
blszed  awMy  at  the  enemy."  Can'  ancient  Sparta 
or  modern  Orftain  boast  a  more  brilliant  display 
of  cool,  deliberate,  unsliaken  courage?  This  hero 
tt  still  living. 

Anecdote  cwineetedvfith  the  turrenderat  Torktovrn. 
From  the  N.  Y.  '•National  Advocate"— 1818.  Baron 
Steuben  oommanded  in  the  trenches  at  the  moment 


rhc  proposals  were  immediately   despatched  to 
the  commander  in  chief,  and  the  negociation,  as 
we  say,  /CirojretMj.— The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
whose  tour  it  was  next  to  mount  guard  in   the 
trenches,  marched  to  relieve  the  Ilaron,  who,  to 
his  astoniahment,  refused  to  be  relieved.     He  in- 
formed general  de  la  Payette,  that  the  custom  of 
European  war  was  in  his  favor,  and  that  it  was  a 
poiat  of  honor  which  he  could  neither  give  up  for 
himself,  nor  deprive  his  troops  of— that  the  offer  to 
cupitulatehad  been  made  during  his  guard,  and  that 
in  the  trenches  he  would  remain  until  thecapiiula* 
tion  was  signed  or  hostilities  commenced.    The 
\farquis  immediatelv  galloped  to  head  quartera:— 
general  Washington  decided  in  favor  of  the  Baron 
—to  the  joy  of  one,  and  to  the  m^tification  of 
the  other  of  those  brave  and  valuable  men.    The 
Baron  remained  till  the  business  was  finished.    I 
should  >not  have  sent  you  this  recollection,  had  I 
not  seen  in  your  paper  of  this  morning  an  extract 
from  Lee's  memoirs  relative  to  the  surrender.  My 
.«necdote  may  not  be  worth  much  now,  but  such 
as  it  is,  it  is  at  your  service. 

One  vho  was  in  the  trenchet. 

From  the  AVw  OHeane  Chremck.-^Tht  follow- 
ing  fact,  though  altogether  worthy  of  being-  re- 
loembered,  has  never,  I  believe,  been  reported  by 
the  pen  of  any  historian. 

Lest  it  ihould  be  thought  a  mere  fabrication  to 
occupy  a  vacant  column  in  the  newspaper,  I  think 
it  not  unimporUot  to  sUte,  that  the  subject  of  this 
memoir,  Mr.  Hunter,  is  well  known  in  Darlington 
district,  South  Csrolina;  and  the  following  narra- 
tive,  which  I  had  from  himself,  is  familiar  to  his 
friends  and  acquaintances. 

Hunter,  though  a  youth  of  perhaps  18  years  old, 
was  <<  '*y  active  in  defence  of  his  country's  rights 
during  the  revolutionary  war.  It  was  the  fate  of 
this  Tyro  hi  arms  to  fall  mto  the  hands  of  major 
Panning,  whose  deeds  as  a  cruel  partisan  leader  in 
the  service  of  Grest  Britain,  are  written  in  North 
snd  South  C^rolins,  in  characters  of  blood.  Hun- 
ter, whose  active  services  had  roused  the  ire  of  the 
mijor,  was  told  upon  the  spot  to  prepare  for  his 
fttte,  which  was  nothing  less  than  death,  for  whicli 
awful  event  a  few  minutes  only  were  allowed  him 
to  prepare.  A  band  of  tories,  thirsting  for  the 
blood  of  a  patriot,  instantly  formed  a  circle  round 
the  boy,  leaving;  bim  no  reasonable  chance  of 
escape. 


Sfi 
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At  this  moment  thought  foWowcd  thought  in 
quirk  lucceMion.  Uii  home,  hit  IHendf,  bis  eoua- 
try,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  he  wm 
about  to  be  torn  from  them  all.  together  with  the 
iwflectton  that  he  must  quickly  realise  a  state  of 
untried  being,  crowded  upon  his  mind,  and  called 
up  feelings  not  to  be  described. 

For  the  first  time  he  bent  his  knees  to  the  power 
which  n  if  Ids  the  destinies  of  man,  and  no  sooner 
had  he  breathed  a  wish  to  the  throne  of  mercy, 
thRn  he  felt  a  strong  persuasion  that  deliverance 
was  possible.  This  important  point  settled  in  his 
mind,  he  cast  his  eyes  round  in  search  of  the  means 
to  be  employed.  At  the  distance  of  a  few  paoes 
from  the  encircling  band  stood  a  beautifhl  filly, 
funiished  with  the  major's  riding  establishment, 
complete.  This  animal,  late  the  idol  of  sportsmen 
in  Yirginit,  had  fallen  into  the  hvids  of  the  pre- 
■ent  owner,  and  was  highly  priz^,  as  sflTording  the 
means  of  escape  from  impending  danger. 

**Cannot  I,"  thought  Hunter,  "spring  from  my 
knees,  gain  the  saddle,  and  under  the  favor  of 
that  pjwer  which  has  ito  fully  assured  my  heart, 
•scape  this  threatening  death?"    Having  resolved, 
if  he  must  perish,  to  perish  in  the  attempt,  he 
darted  like  lightning  through  his  enemies,  and 
seizing  the  bridle,  whioli  was  held  by  a  servant 
bov,  as  he  vaulted  into  the  saddle,  he  put  the  ma- 
jor's courser  to  her  speed,  and  went  off  with  his 
booty,  to  the  no  small  disappointment  and  morti- 
fication of  the  astonished  beholders.    Afier  gazing 
a  while  in  stupid  amazement,   the  redoubtable 
fanning  recollected  that  his  soldiers  had  guns, 
but  it  wss  too  late;  and  the  order  to  ^'tho^t  a(  the 
tebel,**  waa  obeyed  without  efBect. 


INTKnSSTIfie  HTSTOaV. 

It  is  known  as  a  matter  of  history,  that  in  the 
early  pari  of  1755,  great  exertions  were  made  by 
the  British  ministry,  at  the  head  of  which  was  the 
illustrious  earl  of  Chatham,  for  the  reduclioQ  of 
the  Frencli  power  in  the  provinces  of  the  Canadas. 
To  carry  the  object  into  effect,  general  Amherst, 
referred  to  in  the  letters  of  Junius,  was  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  Uritish  army  in  Xorth 
"Western  America;  and  theDritisb  colonies  in  Ame- 
rica were  called  upon  for  assistance,  who  con- 
tr'.buted  with  alacrity  their  several  quotas  of  men, 
to  effect  the  grand  object  of  Britiah  enterprize. 
It  is  a  fact  still  within  the  recollection  of  some  of 
our  oldest  inliabitants,  that  the  British  army  lay 
rncumpcd,  in  the  summer  of  1755,  on  the  eastern 
bark  of  the  Hudson,  a  little  south  of  the  city  of 
Albany,  on  the  ground  now  belonging  to  John  1.  ^ 


Van  Rensselaer,  esq.  To  this  day  vescigeaof  thiir 
encampment  remain;  and  afier  a  lapse  of  wdXj 
years,  when  a  great  proportion  of  the  aeuirf  off 
those  daya  have  passed  away,  like  shadows  ftoa 
the  earth,  the  inquisitive  traveller  can  observe  the 
remaina  of  the  ashes,  the  pUees  where  they  boikd 
their  camp  kettles.    It  was  this  army,  that,  wider 
the  command  of  Abercrombie,  was  foiled,  with  * 
severe  loss,  in  the  attack  oa  Ticonderogc,  where 
the  distinguished  Howe  fell  at  the  html  oTUi 
tmopa,  in  an  hour  that  history  haa  eoeaeereted  Is 
his  fame.    In  the  early  part  of  June,  the  eastern 
troops  began  to  poor  in,  company  after  eompasya 
and  such  a  mo*.ley  assemblage  of  men  never  befae 
thronged  together  on  such  an  occasion,  unless  sa 
example  may  be  found  in  the  ragged  regiment  of  stf 
John  Falstaff,  of  right  merry  and  facetious  nseiBory. 
it  would,  aaid  my  worthy  aneeator,  whorelatea  to  bm 
the  story,  have  relaxed  the  gravity  of  an  anchorite^ 
to  have  seen  the  descend  ants  of  the  furitans,  aiarch* 
ing  through  the  streets  of  our  ancient  city,  to  iske 
their  station  on  the  left  of  the  British  army- 
some  with  long  coats,  some  with  sliox :  soata,  and 
others  with  no  coata  at  all,  in  colours  as  varied  as 
the  rain-bow,  aome  with  their  hair  cropped  likfi 
the  army  of  Cromwell,  and  others  ti  ith  wigs  whose 
curls  flowed  with  grace  around  their  ahoulders. 
Their  march,  their  aoooutrementa,  and  the  whole 
arrangement  of  the  troopa,  furnished  matter  of 
amusement  to  the  wits  of  the  British  army.    The 
music  played  the  airs  of  two  centuries  ago,  and 
the  tout  enaemble,  upon  the  whole*  exhibited  a  sight 
to  the  wondering  strangers  that  they    had  been 
unaccustomed  to  in  their  own  land.     Amonsp  the 
club  of  wits  that  belonged  to  the   British  army, 
til  ere  was  a  physician  attached  to  the  staff,  by  the 
name  of  Doctor  Shackburg,  who  combined  with 
the  science  of  the  surgeon,  the  skill  and  talents  of 
a  musician.    To  please  brother  Jonathan  he  com* 
posed  a  tune,  and  with  much  gravity  recommend- 
ed it  to  the  officers,  as  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
airs  of  martial  music.    The  joke  took,  to  the  no 
small  amusement  of  the  British  corps.     Brother 
Jonathan  exclaimed  it  was  nationjine,  and  in  a  few 
days  nothing  was  heard  in  the  provincial  camp  but 
the  air  of  Yankee  Ihiodle,    Little  did  the  author  or 
his  coadjutors  then  suppose,  that  an  air  mads  for 
the  purpose  of  levity  and  ridicule,  should  ever  be 
marked  for  such  high  destinies;  in  twenty  years 
from  that  time  our  national  march   inspired  the 
hearts  of  the  heroes  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  less  than 
thirty,  lord  Corn wallis  and  his  army  marched  into 
the  American  lines  to  the  tune  of  TanA-re  /Mcffe. 
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1775— JV*9v.  7  j—ihtnm9T^»  pr9elumati»n, 
tm  NoBFOLK  and  the  adjatent  country,  Dunmori* 
COttfit<ed  on  nuraeroiu  adherents.    The  rash  advice, 
together  with  his  own  impetuous,  hauf^ty  and 
rtraigefiil  temper,  early  impelled  him  to  a  mea- 
•ure  characteriied  by  foUy,  and  fraught  with  incal> 
cideble  mischief,  not  only  to  the  people  of  Vir,?!* 
Bit,  bat  to  bis  own  cause.    Under  date  of  Nov. 
fllii  he  issued  the  following  proclamation,  the  style 
of  wfaieb  strongly  indicates  the  agitation  of  a  per- 
iBrbcd  nind,  whilst  its  substance  betrays  a  b«tnd. 
impolitic*  ruinous  inflezibiliiy,  and,  what  is  still 
worsen  a  Mvage  and  wanton  disregard  for  the  fun- 
damental principUs  upon  which  the  social  fabric 
ttseotially  rests,  and  for  those  rules  of  oivilixation, 
which  are  usually  respected,  even  in  the  pbrensy 
and  calamitous  intent  of  war. 

My  hU  exerikncfit  the  riffht  fionorabh  Joav,  eart  of 
Jhinmoret  hU  im^ettif**  fieuienant  and  gavernwr  ge 
ftermt  of  the  etiany  of  Virginia^  omd  vice  adairal  of 
ibe  Maww 

A  PmOCLAWATIOW 

**Aa  I  have  ever  entertained  hopes  that  an  ac- 
commodation might  have  taken  place  between 
Great  Britain  and  this  colony,  wiihi^ut  being  com- 
pelled by  my  duty  to  this  most  disagreeable,  but 
now  absolutely  necessary  duty,  rendered  so  by  a 
body  of  men,  unlawfully  assembled,  firing  on  hiy 
aajetty's  tenders,  and  the  formation  of  an  army, 
mod  an  army  now  on  its  march  to  attack  his  majei^ 
tjfo  troops,  and  destroy  the  well  dinposed  subjects 
of  this  colony.  To  defeat  such  treasontble  pur. 
poses,  and  that  all  such  traitors,  and  their  abettors 
may  be  brought  to  justice,  and  that  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  this  colony  may  be  again  restored, 
which  the  ordinary  course  of  the  civil  law  Is  una* 
ble  to  effect,  I  have  thought  fit  to  issue  this  my 
proclamation,  hereby  declaring  that,until  the  afore- 
aaid  good  purposes  can  be  obtained,  I  do,  in  virtue 
of  the  power  and  authority  to  me  given,  by  his  ma* 
Jettjft  determine  to  execute  martial  law,  and  cause 
the  same  to  be  executed  throughout  this  colooy;  I  teme  orthography,  to  exhibit  an  idea  of  the  pro* 
and  to  the  end  that  peace  and  good  order  may  the  vincial  dialect  of  that  day. 


colony  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  doty  to  hit  mnjet* 
l/s  crown  and  dignity.  I  do  further  onler  and  re* 
quire  all  his  majesty's  liege  subjects,  to  rrtnin  ^heir 
quitrents  or  other  taxes  due,  or  that  nrmy  become 
due  in  their  own  custody,  till  such  a  time  as  peace 
may  again  be  restored  to  this  at  present  most  on- 
happy  country,  or  demanded  of  them  for  their 
former  salutary  purposes,  by  officers  properly  au- 
thorised  to  receive  the  same. 

''Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  the  ship  \V\U 
liam,  off"  Norfolk,  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the 
16th  year  of  his  majesty's  reign.         ««DUNMORfi. 
"God  save  the  xisro.** 

TicovvxnooA.  The  following  is  not  a  revolu- 
tionary document,  but  an  article  th«t  may  well  be 
preserved  in  this  collection;  and,  being  specially 
requested,  we  insert  it  with  pleasure. 

From  the  Hartford  Timet,  The  following  state- 
ment or  return,  exhibiting  a  minute  and  accurate 
account  of  the  loss  in  killel  and  wounded  sustained 
by  the  British  and  American  forces  under  the  com- 
mand of  gen.  Abercronnbie,  in  the  memorable  dis- 
aster or  defeat  at  Ticonderoga,  July,  1758,  wai^ 
as  it  purports,  made  out  soon  affer  the  battle,  bf 
Judah  Woodruff*,  who  was  a  captain  of  the  pro- 
vincial forces,  and  belonging  to  Farmington,  io 
this  coiinty«  The  original  document  has  been  pre- 
served in  the  family,  as  a  precious  memorial  of 
their  ancestor,  for  sixty  years,  and  was  handed  to 
OS  by  his  son.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  most  afithen- 
tic  and  correct  statement  of  that  unfortunate  affair, 
which  exposed  our  frontiers  to  the  murderous  and 
cruel  outrages  of  a  tsMrage  foe,  and  filled  the  whole 
colonies  with  consternation  and  dismay,  which  at 
this  day  is  to  be  found;  and  in  every  point  of  view 
is  worthy  of  preservatfon.  We  recommend  its  in- 
sertion to  the  editor  of  the  Baltimore  Weekly  Re- 
gister, as  that  work  is- probably  the  most  permanent 
and  valuable  place  in  which  it  can  be  deposited. 

We  have  printed  it  verbatim,  and  preserved  the 


sooner  be  restored,  I  do  require  every  person  ca- 
pable of  bearing  arms  to  resort  to  his  mqjett^*^ 
standard,  or  be  looked  upon  as  traitors  to  his  ma- 


The  British  regiments  are  distinguished  nume* 
rieally,  and  by  their  conoroanders.  The  1st  and  4th 
battalions  called  *^oyal  Americans,"  were  troops 


jeotj^t  crown  and  government,  and  thereby  become\ enlitted  in  the  colonies  by  British  officers.  The 
liable  to  the  penalty  the  law  inflicts  upon  such  of. 
fences;  such  as  f  .rfeiture  of  life,  confiscation  of 
lands,  &C.  &c.  And  I  do  hereby  further  declare 
all  indented  servants,  negroes,  or  others  (apper- 
taining to  rebels)  free,  that  are  able  and  willing  to 
bear  arms,  they  joining  his  majesty's  troops  as  soon 
at  may  be,  for  the  more  speedily  redueiog  this 


"Pruuinshals/*  or  provincials,  consisted  of  the  mili- 
tia of  the  colonieit,  which  were  detached,  or  vo- 
lunteered for  the  service.  It  will  be  seen  that,  with 
the  exception  of  lord  Murray's  regiment,  which 
was  nearly  cut  to  pieces,  the  loss  of  the  provincials 
was  as  great  as  that  of  any  one  regiment.  Th%y 
must  therefore  have  been  actively  engaged. 


PKU)Cli>LI!g  AND  JUrra  or  THB  SBVOUITIOir;  \ 


^  fedo-n  e/rt<  killed,  manilrd  and  mianr  '/  *" 
tMg'Uftfintt  an  CortUng  ir  Tictndartso,  Jubi  8t*, 
If5& 


I  jp|4 


^V 


The  followinK  i«  an  Mibcnticeopy  of  ■  iFtier  vH^ 
w«)  Uttlf  thrown  into  the  ouDp,  with  the  AM^| 
ing  direclioD:  .^B 

"Ttllir  tjieert and intiKert  tfhii  ma/eiti'w  Irttftm 

"It  being  more  tlian  probiblc  tbit  the  kia|^« 
•taixUrd  vill  iDOfl  be  erected, fhtnrebfllion  breik- 
thU  proTince,  it  Ii  proper  thM  jrou,«ol> 
4ien'.  ahould  be  kcquunted  with  the  authon  tbite- 
of,  and  of  at)  Ibe  miarortunea  brouglit  iipwi  the  t**^ 
the  following  U  a  lUt  of  them,  via 


■p«»Ha 


■f 'V'.W 


Tbe  number  killeil,  SIS  men.  The  numbi 
wounded,  1369. — I'tie  number  mixing  39 — Sum 
total  1833.  Tbit  drarni  out  by  me,  Judili  Wood- 
KfT,  Au;uit/e  ISi  irS3— Alt  lake  George- 


John  Hanoock 
William  Cotter 
Dr  Chiuncer 
Dr.  Cooper 
Tbomai  Cuabinr 
Jaaeoh  Gr*nl»»f 
and  WtUiaM  DaoDil 


J 


Samuel  Ad*ma 
JaTTves  Rowdoin 
l>r.  Thomas  Young 
Dr  Benjamin  Cburcb 

"  pi.  John  Bradfurd 

J.  Ni'lh'l.  Barber 
Wm.  Mollineiix 

■The  ftiendi  of  your  king  and  oountry  •■■  if 
America,  hope  and  eipeet  ii  from  you,  aoMiar^' 
the  initant rebcLlton  happens,  ftu ailt paitJte  itSnr 
II  immei&attly  It  iSt  rwrii,  deatray  th«ir 
houiea,  and  plander  their  efTecti:  it  ii  juit  thtl 
Ihey  ahould  be  the  firtt  victim*  to  the  miKliief 
Ibey  have  brought upnn  ua.  C^teau^ 

AJrtfnd  i»  Grtat  Britain  amU  .ttifTlra^ 

"P.  S.    Don't  forget  thote  trumpelcn  of  "■'^ 
tioD,  the  prtnten,  Bde*  k  GUI  and  TboBM.**  - 


r«(rt:  SajUrd  £f  fTrifAl. 

The  qllaaed  letter,  from  the  reimabkMd 

ilriotic  majar  Bawleti'  h»  never  been  in  piint.  ' 

tti  publication  at  thii  time  wnuld  not  perfiip*  be 

irrelevant,  and  would  cerlaiiily  gratify  aome  of 

coiinlry  friendi.    It  was  wi'itten  soaa  aflK 

theadoptioD  of  the  present  constilution,  andahews 

opinion  of  that  inalrument.    It  ii  nredleaa  to 

,  that  we  here  think  every  thing  from  the  pen 

of  that  great  man  deserving  of  record. 

HAMPSHIRE. 

n  iht  hon.  (Ac  jenair  »/  MauachutUt. 

May  it  pleaae  your  honors;    The  lOteUigeeet 

ivrn  me  by  the  writ  of  lummoni,  under  the  band 

r  the  presideit  of  the  council,  thai  1  an  choacft 

senator  by  a  majority  of  ilie  voter*  of  the  coua- 

ty  of  ilimpihire,  affords  me  a  aingular  pleasure 

ro  accounti:    The  one  is,  that  an  eleclion  to 

thai  high  trust,  by  a  mijorily  o{  the  uitAilic(tc4 

suffrages  of  the  voters  of  the  county,  ia  s  geaiuM 

proof  of  the  good  opinion  of  the  people  of  v^  ^ 


•Tbe  auiJiur  of  the  HUroken  Uiats,'*  page  334. 
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dear  cauntf;  the  oihtr  i»,  the  bir  oocuioi;  iha 
It  RiTPi  me  to  b«>r  ■  free  uid  public  (CitimQn}' 
•gainit  one  part  of  our  gtorioui  Mnttitutiun.-  I' 
■lyle  it  glorioui,  ftlthough  I  humbly  conceive  it, 
bH  levn-il  gre^  blemiihe*,  on  account  whercorl 
it  will,  until  corrected,  be  li»hle,  in  my  poor  opi-i 
nioo,  to  very  wtigtily  exception)  but  itill  ii  re- 
vain*  glorioui  on  account  of  the  greil  quaniiy 
•fuocll^t  mktler  contained  in  it.  Th«tpiirtoii 
the  coniUtuiion  Uii*  e*ent  enablr*  me  nol  im- : 
pertinently  to  except  to,  !■  the  etnJititn  or  urn. 
which  tbe  coniiitution  holdi  every  one  tu,  wlic 
hM  the  honor  to  be  elecle<l  >  member  of  the  gt- 
Bcnl  court  of  HiMichuietti,  before  he  may  (hi 
il  ezprCHcd  in  the  con*titiilion)  pncsed  it  cxecati 
lilt  dalitt  afhti  place. 

Be  the  pcNon  ever  lo  imnwcuUte  and  exeiti' 
pUty  ft  Chriitian;  (llbough  he  hu,  in  the  proper 
pUMi  thit  it,  in  the  Cliriitiu)  eharcb,  mi 
noet  Mlenm,  explicit,  and  public  profeasii 
the  ChriitUn  faith]  thou^  he  hai  hi  huitdrfd 
livn,  «nd  conlinuM  perhnpi  every  moalh  in  the 
year,  by  pirticipitniK  in  the  church  of  the  body 
«ad  btood  of  Chriii,  practically  recofpiited  and 
aSltnedthe  aincerily  of  that  profeaaior;  yel,  by 
tbe  coiiaiitulion,  he  ia  held,  before  he  may  be  ad- 
■dtted  to  execute  the  duiiea  uf  hia  office,  to  make 
aad  itihacribe  a'profeiaion  of  the  Cbriatian  faitli, 
«r  declaration  that  he  ia  a  Clirietian.  Did  our  fa 
tber  confeaaor*  imagine,  that  a  man  who  had  nol 
■o  much  fear  of  God  .io  hia  heart  aa  to  rcairain 
him  firam  acting  dithoneiily  and  knaviahly  in  the 
tmat  of  a  aenator  or  repreientaiive,  waold  heaiiate 
a  moment  to  aubacribe  thai  declaration?  Ciii  brai, 
thm,  ia  tbe  declaration^  Thia  extraordinary, 
to  aay  abaurd,  condition,  bringa  frcth  to  mind  3. 
pajeage  in  the  life  of  the  pioua,  learned,  and 
prudent  Mr.  John  Howe,  one  of  the  atrongesi 
pilkr*  of  the  diaienting  interest  in  Uie  reign  of 
Cbarle*  the  3d  and  Jamea  tbe  3d.    The  bUiory  is 

■That  Mr.  Howe,  vaiting  upon 'a  certain  biihop, 
bit  lordahip  preaemly  fell  to  expoatulating  with 
bin  about  hi*  non- conformity.  Mr.  Howe  told 
bin  he  could  not  haie  time,  witii'out  greatly 
treapaSting  on  hia  palience,  to  go  throui^h  the 
objections  he  had  to  make  to  the  terms  of  can- 
formity.  The  biihop  preiaed  him  to  name  atiy 
otie  that  he  reckoned  to  be  of  weight,  lie  there 
upon  inelnnced  the  point  of  re  ordination.  'Why 
pray  air,'  laid  the  bishop,  'what  hurt  is  there  in  I 
being  twice  ordoJnedP'  'Uurt,  my  lord,'  «a}B  Mr 
0bWB  to'bia»i  the  thought  i*  shocking— it  ilurH 


my  underatmiidirig.  "1:  11  .tt  itaurciiyi  for  noth- 
ing hat  two  beginnings.'  'I  an  aure,'  aaid  he,  I 
am  a  miniiter  of  Chviii,  and  I  aio  ready  to  debate 
vhat  matter  with  your  lordahip,  if  you  pleaic:  I 
rannot  begin  again  to  be  a  mioiater." 

Besidea,  this  term  of  executing  the  duties  of 
<lie  place  ia  agi-inst  common  right,  and  at  I  may 
say,  the  natural  franchiie  of  e*ery  member,  of  the 
cammooweatth  wlio  hat  not  by  tome  crime  or 
iliUtUim  forfeited  bit  natural  right*  and  frinchiBei. 
It,  moreover,  rcdneet  the  ninth  article  of  the 
declaration  of  rightt  to  a  mere  futility,  and,  ia 
lucb  a  conneedoo,  it  would  be  for  the  reputatisa 
of  the  declaration  of  righta  if  that  aame  ninlli 
article  Wat  wholly  expunged.  More  than  that, 
Ihe  said  condition  is  plainly  repugnant  to  tbe  firit 
great  article  of  the  aaid  declaration:  and  I  am 
eady  to  debate  that  matter  with  any  Doctor  wh« 
isiitled  in  framing  the  conitilution,  either  in  con> 
lention  or  without  doors.  The  said  declaration 
of  faith  to  be  aubacrihed,  which  constitutes  the 
lid  impolitic  snd  unrighteous  condition,  will,  I 
:lieve,  ever  sound  in  every  good  ear  atmoat  h 
tcouthly  aa  tbe  Seaaions  Jusiieea'  famous  charge 
I  the  standing  grand  jury.  Let  ut  hear  theet 
succettively: 

"1  do  declare,  that  I  believe  the  Chrittitn  re- 
li^on,  and  have  a  Rrm  persuasion  of  its  truth:  and 
iliat  1  am  sciied  and  potsetied  in  my  own  right  of 
ibeproperty  required  by  the  constitution,"  be 

*H>entIemen  of  thegrand  jury:  You  are  required 

f  your  oath  to  see  to  it,  that  the  aeversl  towns  in 

the  cottnty  be  provided,  according  tot  law,  wiA 

Pounds  snd  Sehool-mtsters, 

Whipping  poata  and  ministers," 

Each  containing  an  odd  junble  of  taered  and 
profanei  but,  to  me,  tbe  charge  jinglet  brat.     Bf 
:  eonatitulion  of  the  commonwealth  of  Maaia- 
tacttt,  1  am,  may  il  please  your  honors,  one  of 
eenstora;  and  1  am  strongly  disposed,  accord- 
ing to  my  poor  sbiliiies,  to  execute  the  duties  of 
my  office;  but,  fay  the  unconscionable,  not  to  aay 
itishonorable  terms,  rttablisbeil  by  the  tame  coa- 
I  am  barred  from  endeavAring  to  per- 
form these  duties,     I  have  been  a  professed  Chrit- 
irly  forty  years,  and,  although  I  have  been 
guilty  ol  many  tilings  unworthy  of  that  character, 
Xiiiereof  I  am  ashamed,  yet  I  imnot  conacious  that 
I  have  been  guilty  of  any  thing  wholly  inconaittent 
with  the  truth  of  that  profession. 

Tbe  lawt  under  the  first  charter  required  rf 
(he  tubjectt  of  that  state,  in  order  to  tbcir  cnja^- 
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inff  «nn,r  ■rnUrg-*,  fhii  ilipy  ihould  ba  fr.em- 
ben  in  Aitl  emmimlon  offooie  Chriitlui  church. 
Dui,  it  never  vu  befbrc  rngairrd,  in  the  Mu«a- 
ch>iiPti>-Biy,  Uiit  m  tubjcet,  in  order  to  hii  en- 
joying or  riereii!n|;  •ny  franchike  oroSct,  thould 
make  prormion  of  the  ChrlitUn  religiixi  before  • 
temporal  court. 

May  it  please  your  honorei  We  hmve  all  heard 
•rilieut  governor  of  the  Maiiachuiettf-Dif,  and 
aome  of  u*  hive  known  him  Tfry  well,  wbo  contend- 
ed long  and  eamntly  that  ha  had  a  right  to  «  acai 
in  council  tridi  k  voice. 

I  inugine  I  can  maintain  a  better  vgnment  than 
he  did,  that  I  have  a  right  to  a  leat  in  the  lenatt 
of  Maiaaehuaetti  wiibout  a  voicct  but,  at  preteot, 
I  aliall  not  attempt  to  take  it. 

I  am,  may  it  pleaac  your  honor*,  vitti  the  greatcM 
rctpeet  to  the  aenate,  your  tnott  obedient  humble 
aerrant,  JOSEPH  HAWLBIf. 

October  38, 17S0. 


The  following  liat  of  rniv&THBt,  Ittted  out  ud 
ehie6y  oa'ned  in  Salem  and  Beverly,  fVom  Mu«h 
1,  to  Nov.  1,  1781,  vu  found  among  the  paper* 
of  the  late  Mr.  Jamtt  J'trgi  wlione  accuracy  «u 
well  known  to  thoie  by  whom  he  ia  remembered. 
At  that  period,  privateeriog  wai  the  prinoipnl 
buaine**  of  the  town  Sattm  GiueKc. 


r'  JVil". 


Grand  Turk 
Rai-le  Snake 

Cromwell 

Marquia 
IIen.lnck 
Juniu*  Brutui 
Shodei 

Mob^ok 

Rambler 
Defirnce 
Independence 
Jack 


Tyner 

tgomery 

'ly-fi-Bh'T 

Ciptlin 

New  Aclventur* 

Ac  Ive 

Hero 

5«in 

Rlood-Hoiitid 

Flying-Firt 


Chacc 
Speed  well 


G'eyhoiind 
Lively 

Sl.>ckle 

Pine  Apple 
Luigiiedoo 
Dulpliiti 


hther 


Ton 
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WEIGHT  OP  GHRA  r  CHARACTERS, 
itrocrr  19,  17»3 
It'ti^hed  al  the  icalet  at  Iftit  Panl 
Grneral  Wiol  ling  ton, 

Oeneril  Knox, 
Genenl  Huniinglon, 
rjpneral  rirutoa. 

Colonel  3«ifi, 

Colonel   Mdiael  J>ck)on, 

Colonel  Henry  Jackson,  238 

Lieutenai.l  Coloiifl  Himtlngton,  23J 

Lieuttnint  Colonal  Cobb,  ItW 

Liemrn»iit  Colonel  Hiimpbrry*,  231 

Theabav:  memor.n.lum  w^a  lound  in  the  p-jcktt- 

>»k  of  a  deceaaed  officer  of  the  Maisachuietu 


324 
380 
192 

les 
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PRINCIPLES  Ain>  ACTS  OP  THE  BEVOLUTION. 


art 


•iii«c</«M.— General  Marion  vis  t  nmtive  of  Souib 
Carolina,  and  the  immediate  theatre  of  his  exploits 
Vas  a  large  section  of  maritime  district  of  that 
state.  The  peculiar  hardihood  of  his  constitution, 
tnd  his  beinf^  adapted  to  a  warm  climate,  and  a 
low  marshy  country,  qualified  him  to  endure  hard- 
•hips  and  submit  to  exposure,  which,  in  that  sickly 
ref^ion,  few  other  men  would  have  been  competent 
to  suftain.  With  the  small  force  he  was  enabled 
to  embody,  be  was  continually  annoying  the  ene- 
my, cautious  never  to  risk  an  eng^agfement,  till  he 


effect,  and  then  wheeling  his  horse,  and  bidding 
them  good  morning,  departed.  The  dragoons,  m- 
tonithed  at  what  they  had  witnessed,  and  ncareely 
believing  their  foe  to  be  mortal,  gave  up  the  chase* 


«i* 


In  eongrut,  March  16.  1776. 
The  congress,  considering  \X\t  warlike  prepara* 
tions  of  the  British  ministry  to  subveri  our  in- 
valuable righta  and  privileges,  and  to  reduce  us, 
by  fire  and  sword,  by  the  savages  of  the  wilderness 
and  our  own  domestics,  to  the  most  abject  and 


could  make  victory  certain.  Oeneral  Marion's  j  ignominious  bondagei  desirous,  at  the  same  time, 
person  was  uncommonly  light,  and  he  rode,  when  j^^'  h*^<  people  of  all  ranks  and  degrees  duly  im- 
m  service,  one  of  the  fleetest  and  most  powerful  i  P^^'^  with  a  solemn  sense  of  God's  superintend- 
chargers  the  8o«th  could  produce:— when  in  fair  »"f?  Providence,  and  of  their  duty  devoutly  to  rely 
pursuit  nothing  could  escape,  and  when  retreat-:^''  ^''  their  lawful  enferprixesonhisaid  and  direc- 
JHr  nothing  could  overtake  him.  Being  once  j  ^^m*' ^<>  ^>^n**^ly  re^onniMd  that  Friday,  the  I7tli 
nRnrly  surrounded  by  a  party  of  British  dragoons, '  ^*y  ^^  ^*7  ntxx^  be  observed  by  the  said  colonies 
be  was  compelled,  for  safety ,  to  pass  into  a  com-  *•  *  ^•y  ^^  humiliation,  fasting  and  prayer;  that  we 
field,  by  leaping  the  fence— this  field,  marked  with,  °**7  ^'^^  united  hearU,  confess  and  bewail  our 
considerable  descent  of  surface,  had  been  in  part,™*"*^*^  ■'*"*  ^^^  transgressions,  and  by  a  sincere 
a  marsh;  Marion  entered  it  at  the  upper  side^  the  '«P«>^nce  and  amendment  of  life,  appease  his 


dragoons  in  chace,  leaped  the  fence  also,  and 
were  but  a  short  distance  behind  him.  So  com- 
pletely was  he  now  in  their  power,  that  his  only 
mode  of  escape  wa«  to  pass  over  the  fence  at  the 
lower  side.  To  drain  the  field  of  its  superfluous 
water,  a  trench  had  been  cut  around  this  part  of 
the  field,  four  feet  wide,  and  of  the  same  depth; 
or  the  mud  and  cUy  removed  in  cutting  it,  a  bank 
bad  been  formed  on  its  inner  side,  and  on  the  top 
of  this  was  erected  the  fence,  the  elevation  amount- 
ing to  nearly  eight  feet  perpendicular  height— a 
ditch  four  feet  in  width  running  parallel  with  it 
on  the  outer  side,  a  foot  or  more  intervening,  be- 
tween the  fence  and  ditch. 


The  dragoons,  acquainted  with  the  nature  and 
extent  of  this  obstacle,  and  considering  it  im- 
possible for  their  enemy  to  pass  it,  pushed  towards 
bim  with  loud  shouts  of  exultation  and  insult,  and 
summoning  him  to  surrender  or  perish  by  the 
sword;  regardless  of  their  rudeness  and  empty 
i^mour,  and  inflexibly  determined  not  to  become 
their  prisoner,  Alarion  spurred  his  horse  to  the 
charge,  the  noble  animal,  as  if  conscious  that  his 
master's  life  was  in  danger,  and  that  on  his  exer- 
tions depended  his  safety,  approached  the  barrier 
in  bis  finest  style,  and  with  a  bound  that  was 
almost  supernatural,  cleared  the  fence  and  ditch 


righteous  displeasure,  and,  through  the  merits  and 
mediation  of  Jesus  Christ,  obtain  his  pardon  and 
forgiveness,  humbly  imploring  his  assistance  to 
frustrate  the  cruel  purposes  of  our  unnatural  ene- 
roiesi  and  by  inclining  their  hearts  to  justice  and 
benevolence,  prevent  the  further  effusion  of  kindred 
blood.    But,  if  continuing  deaf  to  the  voice  of  rea- 
son and  hunuDity,  and  inflexibly  tfent  on  desolation 
and  war^  th^  constrain  us  to  repel  their  hostile 
invasions  by  open  resistance,  that  it  may  please 
the  Lord  of  ^psts,  the  God  of  armies,  to  animate 
our  officers  and  soldiers  with  invincible  fortitude, 
to  guard  and  protect  them  in  the  day  of  battle, 
and  to  crown  the  continental  arms  by  sea  and  land, 
with  victory  and  success:    Earnestly  beseeching 
him  to  bless  sur  civil  rulers,  and  the  representa- 
tives of  thtf  people  in  their  several  assemblies  and 
conventioris;  to  preserve  and  strengthen    their 
uniont  to  inspire  them  with  an  ardent  disinterested 
love  of  their  country;  to  give  wisdom  and  subility 
to  their  councils;  and  direct  them  to  the  most 
efficacious  SMasurss  for  establishing  the  rights  of 
America  on  the  most  honorable  and  permanent 
basis;  ihat  hs  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  bless 
all  the  people  in  these  colonies  with  health  and 
plenty;  and  grant  that  s  spirit  of  incorruptible 
patriotism,  and  of  pure  undefiled  religion,  may 
universally  prevail:  and  this  continent  be  speedily 


completely,  and  recovered  himself  without  loss 


of  time  on  the  opposite  side— Marion  instantly 

wheeled  about  and  saw  bis  pursuers  unable  tu  pass 

the  ditch,  discharged  his  pistol  at  them  without 
48. 


[restored  to  the  blessings  of  peace  snd  liberty,  and 
enabled  to  transmit  them  inviolate  to  the  latest 
posterity.  And  it  is  recommended  to  Christians 
'if  all  denominatioas,  to  siicmhle  for  public  wor- 


PBXKCJPLEB  AND  ACTft  OF  THB  BBVOLUTlOtt/ 


■Up,  Mid  abit^  Tkiw  NrriU  bbar  m  tne  »k 
Jan  OuntOK,  (naidcnt" 
GEKEBOSTTT  OF  PAUL  JOKES. 


.  VUdMoguiitiadptnMWUthtPM  ofatmall 
ItoBM  K  few  nllH  froM  P— IHm,  and  impelled 
by  that  km  of  MMrpriaa  whkh  b  m  frequeail^ 
.  ta  b«  MM  wiih  MMng  the  pcHwUy  of  Scotbnd, 
h*  MCBttaban  eascrly  mb^kcd  bi  thcctuic 
oTth*  mImIm  *f«iMt  the  MOthn  etmtry.  Wlic 
tfaar  he  WM  Mtuted,  !a  h^  degrct^  hj  a  ki»«  of 
tke  bjuiUe*  oT  Bril^  tawwd*  Aawica  it  ihe 
muct  of  faU  CHMTt  or  aeiwlf  aniliic  hinitelf  of 
tlw  opportiuitia  fat  vhwb  melnliaMiy  wki Tore  to 
gtwUy  aboundi^  to  rke  Aim  hk  origintl  obicuiiiy, 
h  it  liow,  pcrii*p*t  impoiuble  lo  dctcrmiae,  uu) 
oawenMiy  to  Mquire.  But  it  will  b«  Kctn,  from 
the  lettcn  we  ire  Koios  to  Uy  before  am  readeri, 
thit,  in  the  pwyeM  vf  b'u  '■dTenturout  life,  be 
«cU  knew  bow  to  employ  the  bBgiwge  of  men 
toiared  with  tb«  love  of  Ubertfi  end  that  be 
booorcd  bj  msc  «f  iu  watmcet  ftiMdi  bi  boih 


There  ere  pmbablf  few  tawtenew^  tspcciall] 
aumj  adfeMurere  who  hm  riaca  bos  the  condi 
tiea  in  %bkih  Panl  Jooca  wuoTic'mllr  placed— of 
■MM  CBUiged  fiewe— »0(e  genennie  feelinga— 
and  «  more'dUinlereeted  conduct,  than  the  follow- 
iag  letlen  ckltihit,  combincdai  tbeieare  wilh  senti- 
MMte  of  relenlleat  hoetiUtj  towanla  the  cUima  of 
hli  uatitrc  ooualcy. 

tm  the  progreaa  of  the  revolntioMrj  war,  Paul 
JoQce  obtained  the  eosmand  of  ■  iquad 
vbicb,  in  1778|  be  andcrteok  lo  tamof  the  gomIi 
of  Great  Britain.  On  the  3d  of  Decamber,  1777, 
be  arrived  at  Nantei,  and  in  Jaeuary  he  repaired 
to  Faria,  wilh  the  view  of  iMkiBC  en-angemenls 
wiUi  the  AaaeKcan  mbiiatcta  and  ib<  Preocb  go 
vetameot.  l:\  Febmaiy  be  coKrejcd  acme  Ameri. 
eao  veaaela  to  the  Baj  of  Quibemi,  and,  on  bia 
roiutn  lo  Breit,  ooamunieatad  bia  plan  to  admiral 
VAruillera,  who  aSbrdcd  blm  ereiy  acuia  of  for- 
watdioK  it.  He  aecordiasly  left  Braat,  and  lailed 
Ihrongb  the  Unaiol  duwncl  without  giTing  any 
akrm.  £arly  in  the  moning  of  the  33d  of  April, 
^  Hade  an  attaefc  on  the  harbor  of  WbiteLaven, 
b  wbiefa  Iboe  were  about  three  boadred  saiL  He 
aMMaded  Inaelting  firelo  aercral  veaaeU,  but  w» 
Ht  eble  to  cffeet  any  tbinj  deciai*e  before  day 
VgW,  whentLC  VM  ohlifad  to  KtiM. 


Til  II  ii  iijiliill.  ■biiih  Hint  iileiii  aa  Ibaiwi  - 
I  day,  waa  the  phudcr  of  tad  Bcttdtk'e  hiMi^k 
|St  MaTr>i  life,  near  iKe  twa  of  UifcendW^ 
I  The  perUEUbra  of  this  eveit,  Md  af  tb«  aetft 
tlw  natlvM  ^m 
which  Jonn  aMad,  an  veil  gim  la  tha  IMIart^ 
letur,  which  he  addicaecd  ta  bdf  lalkii^  ad 
which  baa  dM  belore  bean  priBted»— 

-Eaaai^BaMr,  SfAJIi«^mt.■ 
•'Hadara'Reeaaal  b«  tao  MNtb  bwMtadi  lh« 
the  profeMJoaafatHailhaollaaraf  fawfadii^ 
uid  of  real  aaaMbtUty,  Aeald  be  Mdea  Aa  aeoa*- 
lily  of  winluof'atei^aoltai  ef  peceaaeiadvhie 
command  whidi  bb  heart  anaotepinea  bit  ilM 
rtficction  ii 

by  authority.  ^k 

<n^U  hard  caae  «M  mlac,  wha^  aa  tfce  ISnf  ' 
April  bat,  I  laadad  oa  Bt.  Hary^  Ma^  Kaaaiir 
lord  Selkirk^l  htereat  with  hie  U^,  I  «fAad«e 
make  bim  the  happy  batmneat  of  aBerfetbi  A* 
tiocTora  of  b^etcee  captbity,  wtafM  tbo  btaMae 
Of  erpowertd  aad  nade  pebnaere  of  ww.  B  «b 
pcrbapa  foHoaata  Ibi  you,  audaai,  Ibal  be  W 
from  borne,  fcr  it  waf  ay  iateaiba  ts  ba*a  Ota 
board  ibe  BMftr,  aad  ta  have  deaM 
bim,  until,  thraogbbb  B*an«,  ageaeeal  eadift 
exchange  ofpriaoncee,  es  welliaBarepa  mimMm^ 
had  bent  d 


Wlien  I  wai  bfomed  by  loaie  taea  whoa  1 
met  at  landing,  that  bu  bnbhip  waa  i  tarn  I,  I 
Walked  back  to  my  boat,  detcrmbed  to  leave  the 
itUnd.  B;  the  way,  however,  aoue  oScen  aba 
were  will)  aie,  could  not  forbear  ekpreaaing  tb« 
diicontent,  obaervwg,  that  io  Ancrica  no  de&a^ 
waa  shown  by  the  Eagliah,  who  took  away  alt 
aorta  of  moveahb  properly,  aettiog  fire  not  «aly 
towns,  and  to  the  houiea  of  tbc  rkb  wilbmit 
iiinction,  but  not  evea  aparing  the  wretched 
hamlela  and  mileh^eowa  of  the  poor  and  belpba% 
ipproach  of  an  inclement  wmtrr.  That 
party  bad  been  with  me  aa  volunieen  tbc  B««e 
moroitg  at  Wbitcbaveni  aome  coapbiaaiwc,  tbac> 
their  due.  I  hid  but  a  mookent  to  Uu^ 
how  1  might  gratify  then,  and,  at  the  aaaie  tiae, 
du  jour  ladyabip  the  leMt  iajury.  1  charged  tbc 
iwo  otlicera  to  permit  none  of  the  aeaiaca  ta  eaur 
the  bouae,  or  to  hurt  any  thbg  ^lout  iti  to  treat 
you,  madaB,  with  the  ntmoat  rc^ecti  to  accept 
of  the  plate  wbieb  waa  offered)  aad  la  eome  awi^ 
without  making  a  aearcli,  or  desMOdiag  any  tiling 
else.  1  am  bddced  to  believe  thai  1  waa  punctuallf 
>  obeyed,  liacc  1  aa  iaferacd  that  Uu  pbto  wtiA 


PRINCIPLPS  AXD  ACTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


Sr9 


■*\ 


ttiey  brotight  away  is  far  short  of  the  qnsntity 
which  is  expressed  in  the  inventory  which  ac- 
companied it.  I  have  gratified  my  men,  and  when 
the  plate  is  sold  I  shall  become  the  purchaser, 
and  will  gratify  my  own  feeUngM^  by  restoring  it 
to  you  by  such  conveyance  as  you  shall  please  to 
direct. 

**Had  the  earl  been  on  board  the  following  even- 
ing, he  would  have  seen  the  awful  pomp  and  dread- 
fbl  carnage  of  a  sea  engagement;  both  affording 
ample  subjest  for  the  pencil,  as  well  as  melancholy 
reflection  for  the  contemplative  mind.  Humanity 
•tarts  back  at  such  scenes  of  horror,  and  cannot 
but  execrate  the  vile  promoters  of  this  detested 


For  they^  *twM  theyt  aiubeatbed  the  rathlcn  blades 
And  Hetven  tluUI  ask  th«  bavock  it  baa  in^de. 

4 

m 

*<The  British  ship  of  war  Drake,  mounting  twenty 
gans,  with  more  than  her  full  complement  of  offi- 
cers and  men,  besides  a  number  of  volunteers, 
came  out  from  Carrickfergus,  in  order  to  attack 
and  take  the  continental  ship  of  war  Ranger,  of 
eighteen  guns,  and  short  of  her  complement  of 
officers  and  men;  the  ships  met,  and  the  advantage 
was  disputed  with  great  fortitude  on  each  side  for 
ftn  hour  and  five  minutes,  v^lien  the  gallant  com- 
naoder  of  the  Drake  fell,  and  victory  declared  in 
fivor  of  tho  Ranger.  His  amiable  lieutenant  lay 
mortally  wounded,  besides  near  forty  of  the  in- 
ferior officers  and  crew  killed  and  wounded.  A 
neiancholy  demonstration  of  the  uncertainty  of 
buman  prospects.  I  buried  them  in  a  spacious 
grave,  with  the  honors  due  to  the  memory  of  the 
lirave. 

••Though  I  have  drawn  my  sword  in  the  pre- 
UnX  generous  struggle  for  the  rights  of  man,  yet 
1  am  in  arms,  merely,  as  an  American,  nor  am  I  in 
pursuit  of  riches.  My  fortune  is  liberal  enough, 
having  no  wife  nor  family,  and  having  lived  long 
enough  to  know  that  riches  cannot  ensure  hsppi- 
nets.  I  profess  myself  a  citizen  of  the  world,  totally 
unfettered  by  the  little  mean  distinctions  of  climate 
or  of  country,  which  diminish  the  benevolence  of 
the  heart,  and  set  bounds  to  pliilanthropy.  Before  ( 
thia  war  began,  I  had,  at  an  early  time  of  life,  | 
withdrawn  from  the  sea  service,  in  favor  of  'calm ' 
contemplation  and  poetic  ease.'  I  have  sacrificed, 
not  only  my  favorite  scheme  of  life,  but  the  nfter 
affection*  of  the  /leart,  and  my  prospects  of  domestic 
happiness,  and  1  am  ready  to  sacrifice  my  life  also, 
with  cheerfulness,  if  that  forfeiture  would  restore 
peace  and  good  will  amongst  mankind. 


'*As  the  feelings  of  your  gentle  bosom  carmot,  in 
that  respect,  but  be  congenial  with  mine,  let  me 
entreat  you,  madam,  to  use  your  soft  persuasive 
arts  with  }our  husband,  to  endeavor  to  stop  this 
cruel  and  destructive  war,  in  whieS  Britain  never 
can  succeed.  Heaven  can  never  countenance  the 
barbarous  and  unmanly  practices  of  the  Britons  in 
America,  which  savages  would  blush  at,  and  which, 
if  not  discontinued,  will  soon  be  retaliited  in  Bri- 
tain by  a  justly  enraged  people.  Should  you  fiiil 
in  this,  (for  1  am  persuaded  you  will  attempt  it — 
and  who  can  resist  the  power  of  such  an  advocate?) 
your  endeavors  to  effect  a  general  exchange  of 
prisoners  will  be  an  act  of  humanity,  which  will 
afford  you  golden  feelings  on  a  death  bed. 

'^  hope  this  cruel  contest  will  soon  be  closed: 
but  should  it  continue,  I  wage  no  war  with  the 
fair!  I  acknowledge  their  power,  and  bend  before 
it  with  profound  submission!  Let  not,  therefore, 
the  amiable  countess  of  Selkirk  regard  me  as  an 
enemy;  I  am  ambitious  of  her  esteem  and  friend- 
ship, and  would  do  any  thing  consistent  with  ray 
duty  to  merit  it. 

"The  honor  of  a  line  from  your  hand,  in  answer 
to  this,  will  lay  me  under  a  very  singular  obliji^alion; 
and  if  I  can  render  you  any  acceptable  service,  in 
Prance  or  elsewhere,  I  hope  you  see  into  my  cha- 
racter ao  far  as  lo  command  me  without  the  least 
grain  of  service.  I  wish  to  know,  exactly,  the  be- 
haviour of  my  people,  as  I  am  determined  to  pu- 
nish them  if  they  have  exceeded  their  liberty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  esteem  and 

with  profound  respect,  madam,  your  most  obedient 

and  roost  humble  servant, 

PAUL  JONES. 

"To  the  Right  Hon.  the  countess  of 

SsLKinx,  St.  Mary's  Isle,  Scotland.' 


M 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
The  following  spirited  address  of  the  deputies  of 
Pennsylvania,  met  in  provincial  conference  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, on  the  24th  of  June,  1776— siiouM 
have  followed  their  "declaration"  inserted  in 
page  3i3.  It  waa  unanimously  adopted  t!ie  dny 
after  that  declaration  was  agreed  upon. 


Mdrett  to  the  people  of  Pennsy'viinia. 
"The  only  design  of  our  meeting  lo^^eiljer  v.'a>, 
to  put  an  er^d  to  our  o-wn  power,  in  ilie  province,  by 
fixing  upon  a  plan  for  c«iiiing  a  convention,  tofon.i 
a  government  under  the  authority  of  the  pcjplc.  But 
the  sudden  and  unexpected  separation  of  I'te  la^t 
sASsambly  has  eompsUed  us  to  undertake  ihe  exc- 
ctttkm  of  a  resolve  of  congres9«  for  calling  focUs^ 


PUN^iPUBiikii»ikc»ll6vtiiBttf«!urfMnr.>  * 


tmm 


4M0  of  tlM  aOitift  of  the  pmlwt^  to  job  «he  aBi. 

•tk  of  the  wighboifiaf  ooiwlM,i»  ftna  a  ciap  ior 

■  0V  i— iJUto  pcotMtiM.    W«  pwiiwi  odf  to 

fOf ■oMowrf  whrt  wo  Iwfo  IbnMAto  jomtnMtinf 

Untyloiodio  OBM  of  eooM^MOos.  your  lovo  ofj 

i^rtuo  ood  otol  §ar  Ubcitf  ,  will  Mip^  tho  wiot  ^ 


tlMMMttOr 

ood  poiiofll^** 

ANBCOCnnL 
MDoriof  ibo  irtt  ftnigglct  of  Ao 

of  port  or  tiitiiib  till ; 

tco  Should  bo  dnok  or  asOd.    A  Htk^'' 


rl  » 


ofMllNil^  dikgitod toof  oipr«ilyfcrikitp«r-|jl^,,^^^  p^^  ^^^  ^^ .. 

oiffouantueci^  iariied  a  p«rtf  of  her  fipolo  j|» 


vWooiodnot  roBM.foo»  tlwt  yoooro  mm  Hut- 
oUmA  wHhoow  nocifMto  Hwoalo  aod  Mppott 
fourooornfo.  ToooroootoboottooootOBdafidMt 
power,  in  order  to  diipbco  ooo  Mt  off  TUUfaMi  to 
ik  MMthrrj  jfoor  anM  will  oot  b« 
itod  to  the  daj  or  botUe  with  tho  relcotiao, 
fSbtX  yoo  ere  to  thik  jroor  Ilree»  or  ihed  ymxt  Uood, 
wt  A  feHtWi  tyfeoti  or  tfUt  ]foar  poetcrity  w31  hkvo 
fmt  work  to  do  orcr  eftlo  • .  .  •  •  Too  ere 
ikoot  10  oeoteod  llir  ^emeofof  floodoa,  to  he  lop* 
fMtod  by  0  guforuioeat,  whieh  wQl  bf  derived 
vos  yminfllreii  eod  WUeh  wBI  lui:ve  fer  tte  ob- 
jfot  oot  the  emIodMiit  of  ooo  ioaB«  er  doe  eine 

or  meo,  bet  tho  edbty.  liberty,  god  hepphiBti  of 

every  faidiridttel  hi  the  ooiMiimilty. 

«We  eaU  opoo  yoo,  therefbre,  by  the  reipeet  end 
obediowe  JwhWi  ie  d^  to  the  Uellad  Colooicfl,  to 
Oooeor  li.thle  InpertMt  seteuro.  The  ^roMoi 
«M#M(rii  wlU  probebly  deeide  the  fiite  or  Amerioe. 
It  b  oov  hi^  year  power  to  MnorteUae  yoor  oeflMi^ 


qufthilaiiea,  to  ipeod  ea  eveniiy  wM  her  k% 
pritete  room.yp  rtrih^  epd  ri)gele  thiowtj^eij  ' 
edMofforbiddleoteiu  Bot« ti goodl^' 
here  H,  Mr.  N.  who  gneiMd  whet  WMfohy  oi^ 
etoloonperoeired  op  ttehrib  eod  dipped  o  ftopoef 
tgbiciop  lote the teO'hettioj  Thot 
that  the  Udiee  weat  hooM  tioh,. 
ito*  whUtt  theold  g^tloirao  ci|)eyodi 
tily  at  their  espaatei" 


^  yto*-  177d-»a  year  which,  we  hope,  will  be  ta 
orcd'in  the  aimaU  of  hiatory,  to  tho  end  of  time^ 
Ibr  eaUblishiiig  upoo  a  laating  fooodation,  the  li- 
^tlea  of  ooe  quarter  of  the  globe. 

^Oteioeaiber  the  honor  of  eiir  colony  it  at  atake. 
Should  yoo  deaert  the  comflaon  cause  at  the  pre. 
eent  Joncture,  the  glory  you  have  acquired  by  your 
fbnner  exertions  of  strength  4nd  rirtue  will  be  tar 
nished;  and  our  friends  and  brethren,  who  are  now 
Oequiring  laurels  in  the  loost  remote  parts  of  Ame- 
rica, will  reproach  us,  and  btush  to  own  tbemseWes 
natives  or  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania. 

«<But  there  are  other  motives  before  you— your 
bouses— your  6elds— the  legacies  of  your  ances. 
tors,  or  the  dear  bought  fruits  of  your  own  indus. 
tiy,  and  your  liberty,  now  urge  you  to  the  deld: 
these  cannot  plead  with  you  in  vain,  or  we  might 
iwint  out  to  you  further,  your^ives,  your  chUdren, 
your  aged  fathers  and  mothers,  who  now  look  up 
to  you  Ibr  protection,  and  hope  for  salvaUon,  in 
thu  day  of  oalaaity,  from  tho  instrumentality  of 
your  awords. 


6E0RGB  R0GU8  CiABKX. 
While  hia  ooootryoMn  on  the  saahoord 
teoding  with  the  Britiah  ragnlara,  ooL  CiTsnigi 
■ogers  Qerke  wee  tho  eflbieot  protoolor  of  ibi 
people  of  tte  Aootien  on^rgioio  mid  riimt 
vania.AoB  the  ioraada  of  the  aan^  jJBaaefftIr 
•Htetoderofthoflath.**  Tkokietoiy.orhmw 
eiptoita  would  ftll  avdome  and  Ibr  hair^mMk 
'icapee  end  hardly  .entorpriae,aBnyildherdjyhsre 
aparalloL  The  oharseter  of  this  ooteton  ia  wdl 
developed  io  the  lellowfaig  extrao^  foomit^  pi^ 


by  mbiglbig  your  oehievmenta  with  ffte  aveiite  •/     Itshed  hi  the  (Phihulelphia}  •^Natiooel  Cmritti,* 


\ 


from  *'the  note  of  an  old  officer.* 

'The  Indiana  came  into  the  treaty  at  FM  Wmb. 
ington  in  the  moat  fnendly  manner,  eaa^  the 
Bhawahneea— the  most  conceited  and  meet  wirlikB 
of  the  aboriginesi  the  firat  in  at  a  bottle— the  lait 
at  a  treaty.  Three  hundred  of  tb^  fioeat  wa^ 
riors,  set  off  in  all  their  paint  and  feathcn^  6lei 
into  the  coundl  bouse.  Their  number  and  de« 
meaner,  ao  unusual  atan occasion  of  this  sort,  was 
altogether  unexpected  and  suspicious.  TheUmled 
States  stockade  mustered  seventy  men. 

<<ln  the  centre  of  the  hall,  at  a  little  Ublc^  ail 
the  eommiaaary  general  Clarke,  the  indefatigaUB 
scourge  of  these  very  marauders,  general  Riebsrd 
Butler,  and  the  hon.  Mr.  Parsons— there  waa  pes* 
sent,  also,  a  captain  Denfry,  who  I  believe  is  still 
alive,  and  can  attest  this  story.  Oo  the  part  of  the 
Indiana  an  old  oounoil  sachem  and  a  warrior  chief 
took  the  lead:  the  latter,  a  tall,  raw  boned  fellow, 
with  an  impudent  and  ? ilUnous  look,  nude  ebaii- 
teroua  and  threatning  speech,  which  operated  e( 
feoioaily  oo  the  passions  of  the  Indians,  who  eel  m 
a  prodtgiooi  whoop  at  eveiy  pease.    He 
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by  presenting  t  black  and  vhite  wamfiUfn,  to  signi- 
fy they  were  prepared  for  either  erent,  peace  or 
var.  CUrke  eihibited  the  same  unaltered  and 
eveless  countenance  he  had  shovn  during  the 
whole  scene,  his  head  leaning  on  his  left  hand  and 
kit  elbow  resting  on  the  table:  he  raised  his  little 
cane  and  pushed  the  sacred  waropum  off  the  table, 
with  very  little  ceremony — every  Indian  at  the  same 
noinent  started  from  his  seat  with  one  of  those 
sudden,  simultaneous  and  peculiarly  savage  sounds 
which  startle  and  disconcert  the  stoutest  heart,  and 
can  neither  be  described  nor  forgotten. 


hare  already  commenced  the  horrid  war.  Your 
houses  are  already  devoted  to  the  flames;  your 
wives  have  been  driven  with  the  flocks  and  herds 
to  their  ships.  To  the  Hessian,  and  the  still  niorft 
barbarous  Highlander,  let  them  now  offer  up  their 
prayers  for  mercy.  But  what  mercy  are  they  lo 
hope  from  those  whose  avowed  design  isconqucsl, 
ruin,  and  misery!  Indignation  usurps  thepUce  of 
reflection.  Indignation  should  hurry  us  to  action, 
should  fire  our  souls  with  the  noble  cmuUtiHn,  w!io 
first  should  have  the  immortal  glory  of  plunging 
his  dagger  m  the  breast  of  such  an  enemy. 


''Parsons,  more  civil  than  military  in  his  habits, 
poorly  fitted  for  an  emergency  that  probably 
embarrassed  even  the  hero  of  Saratoga — the  bro 
ther  and  faiher  of  soldiers.  At  ^hi^  Juncture  CI  «rke 
Vose — the  scrutinising  eye  cowered  at  his  glance; 
he  stamped  his  foot  on  the  prostrate  and  insulted 
iymbot  and  ordered  them  to  leave  the  hall— they 
did  so  apparently  involuntarily. 

'They  were  heard  all  that  night  debating  In  the 
Imabes  near  the  fort  The  raw*boiied  chief  was 
§ar  war,  the  old  sachem  for  peace:  the  latter  pre- 
vailed, and  next  morning  they  came  back  and  sued 
fi>r  peace." 


VIRGINIA— C  \LLBD  TO  ARMS. 
The  following  address  was  issued  to  the  people  of 
Virginia,  at  the  time  when  the  governor,  Patrick 
Mennf,  issued  his  proclamation  on  the  14th  of 
If  ay,  1779,  announcing  the  arrival  of  a  Briiish 
fleet  ia  the  Chesapeake,  and  noticing  some  of 
the  ravages  they  bad  committed. 

Friendt  and  csiia/rym^.— When  our  country  is 
invaded  by  the  avowed  enemies  to  the  common 
right!  of  mankind;  when  it  is  threatened  with  all 
those  calamities  which  barbarity  and  cruelty  can 
iofliet,  it  is  no  longer  time  to  pause.    We  have  not 
9B  enemy  to  oppose  who  can  claim  the  common 
|iretensioa  for  war.    We  have  to  combat  those  who 
seek  not  for  a  retaliation  of  injuries  done  them, 
but  who  would  be  our  tyranu.    Tyrants  of  the 
blackest  nature,  who  would  rob  us  not  only  of 
those  privileges  which  are  dearest  to  us,  but  would 
bring  our  grey  hairs  down  with  sorrow  to  the  grave. 
To  be  the  base  slaves  of  arbitrar>  po-«irer,  to  be  in- 
tuited, trampled  under  foot  by  a  soldiery,  the  out. 
easts  of  jails,  to  be  stripped  of  your  property,  toi 
behold  your  wives  and  children  the  victims  of  bru  ! 
tal  lust,  or  nobly  to  resist  the  torrent  of  despotism,- 
nobly  to  stand  forth  and  to  wreak  your  vengeance 
npoQ  an  enemy  the  most  barbarous  and  cruel,  iti 
4  ~    niative  which  now  awaits  you.    They 


Fortunately  for  us,  we  huve  men  to  command, 
beloved,  respected,  and  adniirsd  for  their  intrepi- 
dity, activity,  and  good  con^luct;  men,  who,  if  sup- 
ported by  their  fellow  cititons,  will  soon  baffle  the 
designs  of  our  enemy;  will  soon  rescue  this  country 
from  the  disgrace  of  being  plundered  and  ravaged 
by  a  merciless  banditti.    Virginia  stands  foremast 
for  public  spirit.    Her  sons  hMV^  niw  the  most  glo* 
rious  opporiunity  of  gaining  immortal  fame.   Tiiey 
have  a  commander  to  lead  them  to  the  field,  whose 
experience  and  bravery  will  ensure  them  victory. 
They  may  now  have  the  saUsf^iciion,  not  only  of 
saving  their  country  but  of  revenge— of  revenge 
for  attempts,  which,  if  carried  into  execution,  will 
entail  shame  and  ruin  upon  tis  to  the  latest  ages. 


Activity,  vigor,  a  determination  to  conquer  or  to 
die,  will  soon  expel  those  invaders  of  our  rights; 
torpor  and  inactiviiy  will  confirm  them  in  their 
coiiquest.    Example  will  create  heroes.   The  body 
of  the  people  muse  be  put  in  motion  by  the  influ- 
ence of  those  whom  they  respect  and    esteem. 
Follow  then  the  conduct  of  otir  brave  brethren  to 
the  north,  remember  what  gave  a  favorable  cast  to 
the  melancholy  prospect  they  liad  before  them. 
Men  of  fortune  and  distinction  were  tiie  first  to 
oppose  the  enemy.    Succeas  crowned  their  efTorts, 
and  patriotism  received  eternal  honor.    Similar 
example  here  will  ensure  similar  success.    The 
progress  of  the  enemy  in  our  country  may  carry 
along  with  it  the  most  dnngerous  conaequcnces. 
What  accessions  will  they  not  gain   from  those 
among  us  who  feel  every  da.y  the  yoke  of  siuvery! 
We  shall  supply  them  wit!i   the  ceriuin  means  of 
our  OA'n  destruction,  unless  our  activity  and  vigor 
arrest  t'lctin  in  ihcir  process.     The  posscssioa  of 
sufficient  ground  for  their  encampment  is  not  only 
'lisgruceful  to  us,  bat  ruinous.    It  will  be  an  asy- 
lum for  oarsUves;  they  will  flock  to  their  8i  mil  irds, 
and  form  tiie  flower  of  their  army.    They  will  ri- 
val  the  Uessun  or  Highlander,  if  possible,  in  cru- 
elty and  desolation.    It  is  said  that  at  present  tXi^^vL 


ntMCff&fll^AMS  AinS^OV  TDfrntVOUDTMrfik. 
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araqr  dott  wt  eowiit  ^  orartttai  two  thoMmd.r 
nil  eirewMtiM^  which  wmf  Mk  otlito  Mttt- 
rilyt  MOMbif  irilfa  the  iMitfttaloQ«c4«eMii,  o» 
.ItHwerwohreCoHrtieij^itttheeri.  Thc|fdiNibt< 
ICM  eipeet  rtinfew^wtt  from  our  dRveitiMt  to 
OMBtioa  fraoi  torlet  aid  th«  dinffiseted. 


Ina  w«ird«,tiieaeaM  of  our  mlfatioa  vodiS- 

c«l|,  tet  ecrtafai  tad  gtorioaty  if  vo  will  adin  thMi 

ia  tiflw.    Ocfay  ud  inaetiritf  will  bfi^f  alooff 

,  w'A  then  iB&«y»  diiproccb  and  ecrtun  petdltftso. 

TO  THB  GOOD  PEOPLE  OP  IRSLAITD. 
The  siiicij  aid  ditlrcM  which  yoor  iU-^lcd 
,  comitij  hat  becB  co  fk^acatfy  wpoiad  to^  aad 
hu  ao  ollea  espcricooed,  hj  each  a  ooabiaatioa 
af  npincy  treMbcfy^  aad  ▼ialeaecb  at  woold  have 
cU^|ficedthcaancofgoreniaBttat,ialfat«ait  ar- 
hitniy  cooatrf  ia  thaworld^haf  laott  aiaocrdlir  af* 
IboCad  yoor  fricada  ia  Afaerici»  aad  hu  ttfafod 
the  Botttcriooa  tttcation  af  qoafretti  the  aiaSttry 
of  Eritaia  hare  ttca  the  txtrcBM  aittaaaat  tad  ftlij 
of  thaaltcail^tocatahliah  a  aapraaa  aatharitgr  ia 
pariiatat,  at  thtir  vcaal  aoribhlcn  had  dadeavor 
ad  to  defiac  i^  axeiapt  horn  q*itattoa  aad  ocalrol* 
appeal  or  rtatrietioat  hat  it  ia  oridtat  to  all  the 
wacid»  thai  aaah  doetriaa  iahMoapatibio  with  tfa> 
qr  idea  of  a  oiril  ooaaUtutWra^  ibr  aU  eoapaettb 
halt  of  Hi|h^  aajr,  the  a^lom  oMigatioa  of  thtir 
Uaf  to  gofcfa  aoaardfai;  to  the  ftatattt  ia  partia« 
meat  agreed  oa»  and  the  lawa  aad  oosltiai  of  the 
aame,  would  tiave  been  all  nttgaloty  troaipery, 
were  such  a  aapremacy  admitted;  fbrthia  tapreme 
authority  b&ylng  no  rule  or  law  to  direct  its  ope 
rAtionSy  or  limit  its  power,  it  aioat  neeeuarily  be- 
come Arbitrary  and  tbsolnte;  for  ceaain^  to  be  a  go. 
verament  by  force,  an  J  it  will  appear  fully  evident 
that  this  urmatural  war,  in  which  we  have  been  un- 
avoidably engaged,  has  been  begun  and  supported 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  establish  this  supreme 
or  arbitrary  power,  for  they  are  i.idividually  the 
•ame;  nor  is  it  in  the  poorer  of  S3p!iistry  to  draw 
a  Hae  of  separation;  the  fiimay  and  contradictory 
speech  oFlori  Nor'hf  introductory  to  his  concilia- 
tory motion,  furnishes  the  falleit  co.ivistion  on 
this  point.  He  says,  "before  the  war  broke  out 
he  offered  a  conciliatory  prop.>sUion.  The  ground 
upon  which  he  made  it  was,  That  it  was  just  the 
colonies  sh  )uld  contribute  to  the  support  of  go. 
▼emment"  And  almost  in  the  same  breath  he 
says  '*he  thought  necessary  to  shev/  the  colonies  we 
were  not  fighiing  for  taxition,  for  he  never  thought 
taxation  would  be  beneficial  to  us.'*  He  farther 
aays,  *^e  never  proposed  any  t^ix,  his  maxim  Was 


errepaal  lawa,  aeith?f  to  aifaacta  mr 
to  remfai  ia  total  aiteaot.*  Ria  lordehi^  I 
wiH  osBiite  «eb  if  f  ^imamt  to  loolc  baywal  the 
adcaowtedgod  iadoltaoe  :of  Ut  dltpoaififw^  K* 
plaiafliitttoptrorairttoiiaiittr,a«4t  tbawtii 
very  ohviodii  Ibr  as  toea  aa  thair  B,t4r  n^tmtttB^ 
thoald  have  obaplitaa  tAe  ooaqaett  of  A'Siaiet.lt 
•hoaVmo  with  tiM  fifot  tad  prapartita  of  ila  Ufai* 
bitaata,  at  the  iwrof  ^  <!ha  oiw^aaiw^  awilr 
The  rvf  aaaitt  of  astaaihliet^  oaartatfaiv  dr 
ohartarti  thita  odfoat  tppeada^a  ^daianiHiil 
power,  ahoold  Im  iairfied,  ted  the  tyVMift  M 
should  heaotlbrth  hoeome  tha  law  of  tjho  laad,  arf 
heaee  apraag  Cha  torpedo  iSuX  beaaahad  tht'ii' 
ilatara  Aoaltita.  ^       > 


Hia  tordahip  taya^  his  propoa(doa  vaa 
preted  or  aiiaaaderBtood,'  aad  waa  raadwed  eti9i> 
doet  by  a  eoppotitloa  of  a  Tarioty  of  eaatsi  the 
oongrtta  treated  it  at  aareaaoaafe)|e.aad  iaaidWtit 
and  rejected  it  Warhega^aadlUtiataatiM  Wii^ 
ftom  the  beginaaig,  at  the  anateat  of  viotoiy,  ta 
propoae  the  eaaae  peopotitfoa  ia 
all  the  mlattpttieaftaihat  tad  miam 
oeaaoab^it  Hereltlt 
aad  Tirtaeoa  adailaiairaltoa»  at'  ^oreay  kaariPd*  drf 
at  a  ctrtahi  ea^iattb  haaalwttt  analhilatBdrpalil 
oiadii,  harohttaiaahh^tibrwotofyertiiehihati 


haft 

dor  of  fcllow  eitiieatttooaer  thta  alear 
propoettiooa  of  their  ambiguity  and  aiaapieioa.  Aad 
what  deprivea  them  of  the  color  of  ezoase,  fit  the 
horrid  barbaritiea  of  the  w^r,  the  oily  of  Utade% 
in  the  most  respectful  language,  peiitioaed  the 
throne  to  declare  clearly  and  explicitly  before  the 
war  coauaenecd,  what  they  wished  to  have  does 
on  the  part  of  America;  but  iM,  to  ao  pufpose: 
they  would  aot,  they  dare  not  declare  their  tiae 
object  The  solemn  appeal  was  made^  and,  fjr  the 
honor  of  virtue,  the  comfort  of  human  nature,  aad 
the  terror  of  oppression,  it  will  be  indelibly  re- 
corded in  the  historic  page,  that  a  few  virtaooi 
cttisens  could  effectually  resist  the  moat  vigar* 
ous  efforts  of  the  most  powerful  tyranny,  aad 
thereby  establish  the  freedom  of  the  western  world 
f  jrever.  To  arrive  at  power,  Gustavua  like,  by  a 
bold  effort  of  courage,  proves  at  least  the  existence 
of  one  virtue,  at  the  same  time  we  detest  the 
treacher}-;  but  to  sacrifice  the  public  treasure,  to 
devote  every  effort  of  rapacious  taxation,  and  the 
fruits  of  an  evergrowing  excise,  to  this  idol  of 
madness  and  folly,  to  establish  a  system  of  veoality, 
by  which  the  price  of  every  man's  integrity  and 


to  say  nothing  about  America,  neither  to  propose  abilities  waa  to  be  determined,  to  itipuUte  the 
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precise  condition  for  which  he  shall  treacherouily 
bet  my  the  inttrettof  his  country,  sod  fiolate  every 
•bligAtion  of  private  friendship  and  public  virtue, 
to  beat  down  every  fence  to  honor  and  principle. 


tute  of  slavery,  for  an  obligation  to  work  for  any 
other  purpose  than  one's  own  advantage,  is  truly 
the  condition  of  a  alave,  and  every  new  Uz  adds  a 
link  to  the  chain.    But  even  in  this  gloomy  picturo 


to  destroy  the  very  bond  and  frame  of  civil  society*  I  there  is  a  dawn  of  hope;  all  bodies  are  capable  of 


to  make  the  pillage  of  property  the  means  to  ac^ 
eotnplish  the  plunder  of  liberty,  and  to  drive  the 
people  into  all  the  miseriea  of  a  civil  war,  in  pur* 
wit  of  this  dream  of  power,  ift  instancea  of  such 
determined  depravity  as  are  not  to  be  described 
even  in  the  language  of  a  country  where  new  vil- 
lany  adds  to  the  catalogue  of  crimef  almost  every 
day.  The  perfect  similarity  of  the  declaratory  act 
of  supremacy,  and  that  rdating  to.your  country,  viz. 
That  Ireland  should  be  subordmate  to  and  depend 
«n  the  imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain  is  very  ob- 
vious; but  this  declaration  ex^ar<e  can  avail  nothing, 
at  the  same  time  that  it  furnishes  the  most  iocon- 
testible  and  decisive  proofs,  that  no  such  subordina- 
tion or  dependence  was  ever  understood  before, 
or  there  would  have  been  no  necessity  for  auch  an 
act. 

The  navigation  act,  which  had  been  framed  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  securing  to  the  British  sub- 
jects, all  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
ooaimeree  of  their  own  settlements,  has,  by  sub* 
sequent  acts,  beea  framed  into  the  most  odious  and 
impaliiic  monopoly  that  could  be  devised;  creating 
local  diatinctions  and  commercial  schisms,  giving 
privilege  to  one  set  of  subjects  to  the  injury  of 
others,  and  operating  on  all  the  indicted  provinces 
at  an  oppressive  tax,  comprehending  all  the  taxes 
of  Britain,  however  variously  modified,  or  com- 
pounded. And  we  wish  to  have  it  forever  fixed 
€Hi  your  minds,  that  by  a  monopoly  of  trade  every 
pretence  to  internal  taxation  is  given  up;  for  were 
yoa  even  without  a  constitution  of  your  own,  and 
as  dependant  as  usurpation  has  endeavored  to 
laake  you,  the  monopoly  of  your  trade  is  more  than 
a  lull  and  equitable  compensation  for  all  other 
taSies,  and  it  will  not  appear  paradoxical  to  futurity, 
that  the  rise  and  fall  of  tlie  British  empire  have 
been  owing  to  this  act;  and  the  engine  by  which  the 
viae  politician,  who  framed  it,  designed  to  wind 
up  and  connect  the  British  interest  all  over  the 
world,  we  have  seen  employed  as  the  wheel  on 
which  llrilish  liberty  and  grandeur  have  disgrace* 
Ibtty  expired. 

The  anticipation  of  public  revenue  has  fixed  the 
crisis  of  Britain,  the  labor  of  their  people  for  all 
aucceeding  );eneraiions  being  engaged  to  pay  the 
Interests  of  their  public  debts.  1  cannot  auppose 
it  aa  uafair  deduction  to  say  they  are  all  bom  in  a 


refraction  to  a  certain  degree,  beyond  which  it  is 
impossible  to  expand  them  ever  so  little,  wKhout 
absolute  dettruction.  It  is  evident  toall  the  world, 
that  the  nerves  of  public  credit  in  England  are  on 
the  rack  of  extension,  and  the  dreadful  explosion 
must  follow  of  course;  and  can  it  be  supposed  that 
the  system  of  weakness  and  folly,  that  has  so  long 
usurped  the  name  of  constitution,  can  survive  the 
shock;  and  their  people  may  yet  hope  to  see  a 
vigorous  young  one  grow  out  of  the  ruins  of  the 

oia. 


I  have  it  in  my  commission  to  repeat  to  you, 
my  good  friends,  the  cordial  concern  that  congress 
Ukes  in  every  thing  that  relates  to  the  happiness 
of  Ireland;  they  are  sensibly  affected  by  the  load  of 
oppreuive  pensions  on  your  establishment,  the  ar- 
bitrary  and  illegal  ezactiona  of  public  money  by 
king's  letters;  the  profuse  dissipation,  by  sinecure 
appointments  with  large  salaries,  and  the  very  arbi- 
trary and  impolitic  restrictions  on  your  trade  and 
manu&ctures,  which  are  beyond  example  in  the 
history  of  the  world,  and  can  only  be  equalled  by 
that  illiberal  spirit  which  directs  it,  and  which  has 
shewn  itself  so  abundantly  in  petitions  from  all 
parts  of  their  islands,  and  in  the  debate  in  their 
house  of  commons,  when  you  had  been  lately 
amused  with  the  vain  hope  of  an  extension  of  your 
trade,  and  which  were  conducted  with  such  tem- 
per; and  language  as  might  be  supposed  to  suit 
tlieur  copper  colored  allies  in  America,  but  must 
fix  a  stain  on  the  character  of  a  civilixed  nation 
forever. 

When  I  had  the  pleasure  of  residing  in  your  ca- 
pital some  years  ago,  it  gave  me  pain  to  observe 
such  a  debility  and  morbid  langour  in  every  de- 
partment of  your  government,  as  would  have  dis- 
graced anarchy  itself;  the  laws  are  too  weak  to  exe- 
cute themselves,  and  vice  and  violence  often  reiga 
with  impunity;  and  even  the  military  with  you  aeem 
to  claim  an  exemption  from  all  civil  restraint,  or  ju- 
risdiction,and  individuals  are  forced  to  trust  to  them- 
selves for  that  security  and  protection  which  the 
government  of  the  country  can  no  longer  afford 
them.  We  congratulate  you  however,  on  the  bright 
prospect  which  the  western  hemisphere  has  afford- 
ed to  yoa,  and  the  oppressed  of  every  nation,  and 
we  trust  that  the  liberation  of  your  country  has 
been  eflOpcted  in.  America,  and  that  you  never  will 
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the  evonl  of  vietofgr,  wd  pi'—ieed  !■  te 
of  peaei,  rtmtin  lo  Im  ooniraMd  by 

eitdwhkhWfeeMbtod  ottawty»ii<i«gflw»itl^iMw   white  Hw  awririiBieet,  flM 

fUafiirefw. 


We  hope  the  poUUeel  QoiioU  of  Greet  Britun 
will  Qo  loo^  be  able  to  dittarb  the  peeee  ted 
heppineu  of  auuilBiBdl»  end  whieh  Prefidaooe  he» 
permitted  perlupe  to  ehew  the  monetrpiie  ebvue  of 
pewen  jretloet  taellpiiblioTirtaeee  thef  erc^wc 
wieh  they  may  turn  from  thdr  wiekedaeee  wd  Uvei 
and  we  doobt  not  the  wible  efforte  of  America  will 
jeeet  the  ftill  appcohatieo  of  arwy  Tirtttoaa  Briton, 
.  when  theyahall  be  able  to  dittingotih  between  the 
mad  purenits  of  govwoment  nnd  the  true  intereet 
of  their  people.    Bat  it  for  yoog  onr  deer  pid 
good  frlende  of  Ireland,  we  mint  oordiatty  reoom- 
mcnd  to  yoo  to  ooatimie  peaceable  and  qolet  in 
mmty  poeeiblo  aitnation  of  yonr  aflfUn*  and  enttea- 
wr»  by  mMMal  good  wflU  to  enpply  the  delbete  of 
•dminiatration.    Bat  if  the  gotemment.  whom  yoo 
MthiatMK  aeknowledgeb  doee  no^  in  oonArmity 
'to  her  own  trae  intereett  tako  off  and  remofo  ofoty 
ffoatfohiton  yonr  tiade^  commeroe  end  menafte> 
tnrei,1am  charged  to  asaure  yoo*  thai  menne  wiU 
befooadtoeetabliah  your  freedom  in  thbrcepeott 
in  the  fUlleat  and  ampleet  manner.    And  aa  it  it 
the  ardent  wieh  of  America  to  promote^  aa  frr  ae 
Imp  other  engagrmenn  will  permit,  a  reeiptocal 
oommetoial  intereat  with  yea,  I  am  to  aaaoroyon, 
tiiey  will  seek  erery  meana  to  ettabliih  and  ex- 
tend it;  and  it  has  gi?en  the  moat  aentible  pieature 
to  have  thoae  inatructiont  oommitted  to  my  care, 
aa  1  have  ever  retained  the  most  perfeot  good  will 
and  esteem  for  the  people  of  Ireland.    And  am, 
with  erery  sentiment  of  respeet,  tbeir  obedient 
and  humble  sennnt,    BBNJABON  FRANKUN. 
VerHulett  October  4,  1778. 


and evonthe eiiaten^ 9i oar  onepiffa  depend w^ 
on  the  oidftei  efforta  of  an 

peoplo— the  dattee  of  thiad^ynenen^  ftom 
ment  and  opngmtaktiw  t^n^ 
pkiyment. 

We  are  aiaemblod,  mj  ftiendi»  wot  to 
to  realiae   netto  Inflato oar nrtionnl  omiHy  Ifv 


Mr.  Barlow's  Oration^  July  4,  1787- 

An  oration,  delivered  at  the  North  church  in 
Hariibrd,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Connecticut 
aociety  of  the  Cincinnati,  July  the  fourth,  1787, 
in  commemoration  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States— bjr  Joel  Barlow,  esq.  and  publish- 
ed by  desire  of  said  society. 
Mr.  Prettdml,  gemltmten  of  the  todetyt 

OHd/eliew'cUiunif 
On  the  anniversary  of  so  great  an  event,  aa  the 
birth  of  the  empire  in  which  we  live,  none  will 
question  the  propriety  of  passing  a  few  momenU  |  cerning  the  connexion  of  causes  with  their  remotot 
in  contemplating  the  various  objects  suggested  to  I  effects,  waited  not  the  experience  of  oppresaion  ii 
the  mind  by  the  imporiant  occasion.  But,  at  the  |  their  own  persons;  which  they  well  knew  worii 
preee%t  period,  while  the  blewings,  claimed  bylrendir  them  Icaa  able  to  eondnot  n  ngolar  ip- 


dl»  or  m  the  ieldi  bat,  from  n  modenf 
oTtlM  troiy  digniiod  part  abren^y  notat  by  «r 
nntrymsn  from  an  neoarate  wimm  of  onr  |Mpi 
aent  ■itaatien^■and  horn  m  antkipntimi  of  i|l 
iceaea  that  renmin  to  be  onlbldnd— to 
Ihmiliarim  thodntiea  thai  etBI  nwnil «%  no 
aa  loldien^  nnd  aa  men. 

Bofolntiona  in  ottMr-oooMrina 
•d  by  aoeldent  Thn  ftonltian  of  h 
and  the  righte  of  bnmaa 
Bport  of  ohanoe  and  the  ptoy  of 
wtim  iwllgMitina  ImaboM  thn  hMOin  of 
to  the  doitnMtian  of  ona  tyiant»  4t  wm  ml$.m 
Impoae Hm manrniles of ■nnthir.  TkmanH^im 
tho  imperfoctiea  of  that  naily  nti^  of  mi^ 
which  neeeaeari^  oocmiwiad  tiio  T^nniTin'r  d 
empirea  on  the  oaateen  eanthinwl  m  hf  Wd  Ii 
ignoranoeb  and  whioh  indnood  a  total  inaUlily  d 
fbreaeeing  the  improveamnta  of  civiUnatioo,  or  d 
adapting  the  government  to  a  atato  of  noeial  rdae* 
ment. 

I  shall  but  repeat  a  common  obaervation,  wbci 
1  remarlc,  that  on' the  western  continent,  the  seme 
was  entirely  diffitrent,  and  a  new  taak,  totally  la- 
known  to  the  legislators  of  other  nations^  was  hi* 
posed  upon  the  fathera  of  the  American  eaqiire. 

Here  was  a  people  thinly  scattered  over  u 
extensive  territory,  lords  of  the  soil  oa  which  they 
trode,  commanding  a  prodi^poua  length  of  coast  ud 
an  equal  breadth  of  frontier-^  people  habituated 
to  liberty,  professing  a  mild  and  benevolent  rs* 
iigion,  and  highly  advsnced  in  scieoce  and  civilia* 
tion.  To  Conduct  such  a  people  in  a  rev»luti«« 
the  addresa  must  be  mude  to  reasoo,  as  well  as  W 
the  passions.  And  to  reason,  to  the  dear  ondw- 
standing  of  these  variously  affected  colonies,  the 
solemn  address  wss  made. 

A  people  thus  enlightened,  and  capable  of  db- 
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pOBi'i  in  itit  in  the  moment  of  their  j^ettest  pros- 
peri'y,  w'len  every  heirt  ezpaarled  with  the  inereas 
tnff  opulence  of  the  British  American  dominions, 
■n^l  erery  tonf^e  anitetl  in  the  praises  of  the 
parent  state  and  her  patriot  king,  vheo  many  cir- 
eumatances  eoncurred,  which  would  have  render- 
ed an  ignorant  people  secure  k.id  insttentive  to 
their  futnre  interrsts^at  this  mo*nent  the  eyes 
of  the  American  Arfcus  were  onened  to  the  first 
•nd  most  plausible  invasion  of  the  colonial  rights. 

In  Vain  were  we  tolH,  and  perhaps  with  the 
greatest  truth  and  sincerity,  that  the  monies  levied 
in  America  were  all  to  be  expended  within  the 
ecnniry,  and  for  our  benefii;  equally  t:!le  was  the 
policy  of  Great  Qritain,  in  commencinf^  her  new 
tjrstem  by  a  small  and  almost  imperceptible  duty, 
and  that  upon  very  few  articles.  It  was  not  the 
quantity  of  the  tux,  it  was  not  the  mode  of  appro- 
pria lion,  but  it  w^is  the  right  of  the  demand,  which 
vas  called  in  question.  Upon  this  the  people 
^liberated:  this  they  discussed  in  a  cool  and 
dispaMionate  m4nner:  and  this* they  opposed,  in 
every  shape  that  an  artful  and  systematic  ministry 
eould  devise,  for  more  than  ten  years,  before  they 
Miumed  the  sword. 

This  single  circumstance,  aside  from  the  magui- 
tude  of  the  object,  or  the  event  of  the  contest, 
will  stamp  a  peculiar  glory  on  the  American  revolu- 
tion,  and  mark  it  as  a  distinguished  era  in  the  his* 
tory  or  mankind;  that  sober  reason  and  reflection 
have  done  the  work  of  enthusiasm,  and  performed 
the  miracles  of  Godn.  In  what  other  age  or  na- 
tion has  a  laborious  and  agricultural  people,  at 
ease  upon  their  own  farms,  secure  and  distant  from 
the  approach  of  fleets  and  armies,  tide-waiters, 
nnd  stamp.masters,  reasoned  before  they  had  felt, 
and,  from  the  dictates  of  duty  and  conscience, 
encountered  dangers,  distress,  and  poverty,  for 
the  sake  of  securing  to  posterity  a  government  of 
indepet^dence  and  peace?  The  toib  of  ages  and 
the  fjtte  of  millions  were  to  be  sustained  by  a 
few  Itands.    The  voice  of  unborn  nations  called 

upon  them  for  safety;  but  it  was  a  still  small      .,,.  .     ^         a*  •    ^  ..  >  j 

.  '  —-n      Without  an  efficient  government,  our  indepeuc 

voice,  the  voice  of  rational  reflection.    Here  was    .  m  .   u      ui  ou  •■  .1    .    « 

dence  will  cease  to  be  a  blessmg.    Shull  tint  glow 

no  Cromwell  to  inflame  the  people  with  bigotry 
end  2ca1,  no  Cxsur  to  reward  his  followers  with 
the  spoils  of  vanquished  foes,  and  no  territory  to 
acquire  by  conquest.  Ambition,  superstition,  and 
avarice,  those  universal  torches  of  war,  never 
illumined  an  American  field  of  battle:  But  the 
permanent  principles  of  sober  policy  spread  through 


It  would  be  wanderinir  from  the  objects  which 
ought  to  occupy  our  present  attention,  again*  to 
recount  the  numeroua  acts  of  the  British  parlia* 
ment  which  composed  that  system  of  tyranny 
designed  €nr  the  subjugation  of  America:  neither 
can  we  indtilge  in  the  detail  of  those  meiioraole 
events,  which  marked  our  various  stages  of  resist* 
ance,  from  the  glooms  of  unsuccessful  suppliea* 
tion,  to  the  splendor  of  victory  and  ack  owiedg- 
ed  sovereignty.  The  firmer  were  the  -ficme  of 
senatorial  eloquence,  pro'lucing  miracles  of  union 
and  exertion  in  every  part  of  the  continent,  till  we 
find  them  preserved  for  everlasting  remrmbrMnoe 
in  that  declaratory  act  of  independence,  which 
gave  being  to  an  empire,  and  dignified  the  day  we 
now  commemorate;  the  latter  are  fresh  in  the 
memory  of  every  person  of  the  least  information* 
It  would  be  impertinence,  if  not  a  breach  of 
delicacy,  to  attempt  a  recital  of  those  gl/^riout 
achievements,  especially  before  an  audiente,  part 
of  whom  have  been  distinguished  ac  ors  in  the 
scene,  others  the  anxious  and  appUuding  specta* 
tors.  To  the  f^tUful  historian  we  resign  ihe  task 
—the  historian,  whom  it  is  hoped  the  prfsent  age 
will  deem  it  their  duty,  as  well  as  their  interest,  to 
furnish,  encourage,  and  support. 

Whatever  praise  is  due  for  the  task  already  per* 
formed,  it  is  certain  that  much  remains  to  be  done. 
The  revolution  is  but  half  completed.  Irtdepen* 
dence  and  government  were  tlie  two  objects  con- 
tended for:  and  but  one  is  yet  obtained.  To  the 
glory  of  the  present  age,  and  the  admiration  of 
the  future,  our  severance  from  the  Britiah  empire 
was  conducted  upon  principles  as  noble,  ss  they 
were  new  and  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  hu- 
man tctions.  Could  the  same  generous  princi* 
pies,  the  same  wisdom  and  unanimity  be  exerted 
in  eflTecting  the  establishment  of  a  permanent 
federal  system,  what  an  additional  lustre  would 
it  pour  upon  the  preaent  age!  a  lustre  hitherto 
unequalled;  a  display  of  ma£^animity  for  which 
mankind  may  never  behold  another  opportunity. 


of  patriotism  and  unshaken  perseverance,  which 
has  been  so  long  conspicuous  in  the  Americsn 
character,  desert  «s  at  our  utmost  ne^d?  Shall 
we  lose  sight  of  our  own  happiness,  beciuse  it  has 
grown  familinr  hv  a  near  approach?     Shall    'hy 


•Thisorition  was  prrreded  by   Iio  lecture  of  the 

^•_   ...  ,     .  ,  actnf  independence;  which,  by  an  order  of  tliia  state 

the  colonies,  ronsed  the  people  to  assert  their   .^ciety,  is  in  fuiure    o  make  part  ot  lUeir  pubUc 

eights,  and  conducted  the  revolution.  |  exercises  at  erery  annual  meeting. 

—  49. 
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lpboc9,  O  WwUiogton,  h^rt  htm  bestowed  in  vain? 
Hat  tfaoa  eoodiieted  at  to  indcpciidtnee  aid  paace. 
•Ad  aball  ve  not  rcooiTetht  Meniagt  al  thy  hands? 
HHicre  are  the  shades  of  onr  fidlcn  friends?  and 
irhat  is  their  Ungusfe  on  this  oeoasion?  Warreoi 
-H ontgomery*  Uercer,  Weoaicr,  SetnuMi*  and  Lao 
.rtfhs,  all  ye  hosts  of  departed  heroes!  lieh  Is  the 
treasure  yoa  hsTO  Ufishod  in  tlio  Oansei  and  pre- 
latent  the  price  you  hate  paid  fbr  our  flteejom. 
•haU  the  purchase  be  neglected?  the  fidr  inberi. 
tanoe  lie  witUoot  improremeot,  csposed  to  ere^ 
darii^'  invader?  Forbid  it«  hooort  fivbid  it, 
gfatitude;  and  oh»  may  Heaven  avert  the  iapend 

In  eontemplating'the  price  of  our  independence^ 
it  wiil  4iever  be  forgotten,  that  it  was  not  entirdy 
the  work  of  our  own  liandsi  'nor  could  it  probably 
have  been  esublished«  in  the  same  term  of  thnie. 
by  all  the  blood  and  treasure  that  America,  on- 
assisted,  was  able  to  furnish  fbr  the  contest.  Moch 
of  the  m^rit  is  due^  and  our  warmest  acknowledg- 
ments shall  ever  flow  to  that  itlnatriona  mooardi, 
the  father  of  natioos  and  fHend  of  the  distrest— > 
that  monarch  who,  by  his  early  assistance^  taught 
OS  not  to  despair;  and  who^  when  we  had  given  a 
auiHcient  proof  of  our  miUtaiy  virtue  and  pcnevcr- 
anee,  joined  ui  in  alliance,  upoo  terms  bf  equality; 
gave  ua  a  rank  and  credit  among  the  maritime  na- 
tioos of  Europe;  and  fiumished  fleets  and  armies, 
mon«7'and  military  stores^  to  put  a  aplendid  period 
to  the  important  conflict. 

Where  shall  we  find  language  to  express  a  na- 
tion's gratitude  for  such  unexampled  goodneas 
and  magnanimity?  my  friends,  it  is  not  to  be  done 
with  language.  Our  sense  of  obligation  fbr  fiivors 
received  from  Heaven,  is  best  expressed  by  a  wise 
improvement.  Does  Louis  ask  fbr  more?  and  can 
duty  be  satisfied  with  lest?  Unite  in  a  permanent 
federal  governments  put  your  commerce  upon  a 
respecuble  footing;  your  aru  and  manufitctures, 
your  poiHilation,  your  wealth  and  glory  will  in- 
crease} and  when  a  hundred  milliona  of  people  are 
Gompriied  within  your  territory,  and  made  happy 
by  your  sway,  then  shall  it  be  known,  that  the 
hand  of  that  monarch  assisted  in  planting  the  viae, 
from  which  so  great  a  harvest  is  produced.  His 
generous  hesrt  shall  exult  in  the  prospect:  his 
royal  deftceniants,  fired  by  the  great  example,  aball 
loutate  tiis  virtues:  and  the  world  shall  unite  in  his 
praise. 

Here  shall  that  pride  of  the  military  character, 
the  gallant  FAYETTE,  find  his  compensation  for 
a  life  of  disinterested  servicei  whose  toils  have 


apt  peased  with  the  terminalliMi  oi  tlie*WMit  mA 
whoao  sueeesafiil  endeavora  to  pnmatm  am  bh 
tareat,  in  eommareiai  and  political  nnaafimaM^ 
can  only  be  equalled  by  hia  aohaavaaiai^to  la  tti 
field.  How  will  the  posterity  of  that  anhlaMM^ 
and  that  of  the  other  brave  oiBcers  of  lUa  Mlii^ 
who  have  fbught  by  your  aidea»  on  wiiawi^g  Ik 
American  hbtory,  rcjoiee  in  the  isaio  of  tUrfki 
then;  nor  even  regret  tho  &to  of  thoao 
in  ao  gloiioiia  a  fieldl 


An  aekaowiedgmoit  of  the  acrita  of 
beau  and  Chaatellttx,  OPBatugn,  Do  OnMSt»  Bt 
Darras,  and  the  otber  heroes  of  the  Fnoah  maf 
and  navy— afibcUon  to  the  measory  of  oor  bieiiNi 
and  companions  who  have  blod  in  our 
reverence  to  the  advice  of  our  Uliial 
mandcr  in  chief;  and  of  all  thoae  aa| 
who  have  oooipoaod  our  oooamlat  ftoaa  thotte 
of  the  firat  oongreas  to  the  preseot  aeaooM-bsam 
to  our  worthy  creditors  in  Europe  e  rcfrnd  li 
the  conduct  of  the  impeeial  aoveieigna  of  Beab 
and  Germany,  who  evinee'te  the  veild  thalthv 
revere  the  canae  of  liberality  aod 
neea,  in  whieh  we  drew  the  awocd  a 
the  memory  of  the  venerable  Fredcfle  of 
whose  dying  hand  pet  the  eignatureao  e  trealyaf 
commerce  with  the  United  Statcob  opott  tlM  msrt 
liberal  prindplea  that  ever  origmated  io  a  difls* 
asatic  council— a  sacred  regard  to  outadyeaidli 
all  posteri^-Hmd,  above  all,  a  religiooa  gfu^iiade 
to  our  Heavenly  Benefiictor,  who  hath  hitherto 
smiled  upon  our  endeavors— call  upon  es^  ia  the 
language  of  a  thousand  tonguea,  te  irmncis 
unsnimtty,  and  perseverance,  in  eomptcting  the 
revolutioo^  and  establishing  the  easpire. 


The  present  is'  justly 
crisis:  perhaps  the  most  alarming  that 
ever  saw.  We  have  contended  with  the 
powerful  nation,  and  subdued  the  bravest  and  best 
appointed  armies:  but  now  we  have  to  coalend  with 
ourselves,  and  encounter  passions  and  prejudices^ 
more  powerfbl  than  armies^  and  Oftore  dangerom 
to  our  peace.  It  is  not  fbr  glory,  it  is  fiir  existence 
that  we  contend. 

Much  is  expected  firom  the  federal  oonventisB 
now  sitting  at  Philadelphia:  and  it  is  a  happy  ci^ 
cumstance  that  so  general  a  confidence  from  afl 
parts  of  the  coimtry  is  centred  in  that  respective 
body.  Their  former  services,  as  individuals,  ooo^ 
niand  it,  and  our  situation  requires  iu  But  alihoiif^ 
much  is  expected  from  ihem,  yet  more  is  dcoamd' 
edfrom  ourselves. 


PRINCIPLBS  AND  ACTS  OF  THB  REVOLUTION. 


s&r 


The  firtt  great  abject  it  to  eonrinee  the  people 
•f  the  importance  of  their  pretent  titaation:  for 
the  majority  of  a  great  people,  on  a  tabject  which 
they  understand,  will  never  act  wrong.  If  ever 
there  was  a  time,  in  any  age  or  nation,  when  the 
fate  of  millions  depended  on  the  voice  of  one,  it 
is  the  present  period  in  these  states.  Ever}'  free 
Citizen  of  the  American  empire  ought  now  to 
consider  himself  as  the  legislator  of  half  mankind 
When  he  views  the  amazing  extent  of  territory, 
settled  and  to  be  settled  under  the  operation  of 
hifl  law»— when,  like  a  wise  politician,  he  contem- 
plates the  population  of  future  ages— the  changes 
to  be  wrought  by  the  possible  progress  of  artsi 

in  igricolture,  commerce,  and  manufactures— the  L^.^^  ^j^^^^  ^j^^  ,;^^^  conducted  her  conncHs 
inereasmg  connexion  and  intercourse  of  nations,  ^^^  y^^  battles,  retire,  like  Cincinnatus,  ;o  tl»e 
•nd  the  effect  of  one  rational  poUtical  system  upon  ,,„^j,j^  ,^^^„  ^^  ^j^^  pl^^,^,,^  .^  ^^.^  be  remen.bw. 
the  general  happiness  of  mankmd-his  mind,  ^  ^^^^  ,,^g  ^j,^^^  expects  a  continuance  of  their 
diUted  with  the  great  idea,  will  realize  a  liberality  patriotic  eieriions.  The  society  of  the  Cincinnati, 


of  erroneous  sentiments  arising  from  our  inexperi- 
ence;- sentiments  which,  if  uncorrected  in  this 
early  stage  of  our  political  existence,  will  be  the 
source  of  calamities  without  measure  and  without 
end.  Should  that  venerable  philosopher  and  states* 
man  be  induced  to  continue  his  enquiries,  by 
tracing  the  history  of  confederacies,  and  withliis 
usual  energy  and  perspicuity,  delineate  and  defend 
A  system  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the  Unit- 
ed States-^!  will  not  say  he  could  dekcrve  more 
from  his  distrest  country,  but  he  would  crown  a  life 
of  patriotic  labors,  and  render  an  essential  addi* 
lional  service  to  the  world. 

While  America  enjoys  the  peculiar  felicity  of 


of  feeling  which  leads  to  a  rectitude  of  conduct. 
lie  will  see  that  the  system  to  be  established  by 
his  MiffragCt  is  calculated  for  the  great  benevolent 
purposes  of  extending  peace,  happiness,  and  pro- 
gressive improvement  to  a  large  proportion  of  his 
fellow  creatures.  As  there  is  a  probability  that 
the  system  to  be  proposed  by  the  convention  may 
snswer  this  description,  there  is  some  reason  to 
bope  it  will  be  viewed  by  the  people  with  that 
csndour  and  dispassionate  respect  which  is  due  to 
tks  loiportance  of  the  subject* 

While  the  anxiety  of  the  feeling  heart  is  breath* 
ittg  the  perpetual  aigh  for  the  atuinment  of  so 
great  an  object,  it  becomes  the  strongest  duty  of 
the  social  connexion,  to  enlighten  and  harmonize 
the  Binda  of  our  fellow^itizens,  and  point  them 
to  s  knowledge  of  their  interesU,  as  an  extensive 
federsl  people,  and  fathers  of  increashig.  nations. 
The  price  put  into  their  hands  is  great,  beyond 
M  cooparisoo;  and,  as  they  improve  it,  they  will 
SBtsil  happiness  or  misery  upon  a  larger  proportion 
of  human  beings,  than  could  be  affected  by  the 
coodoet  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe  united. 

Those  who  are  possessed  of  abilities  or  infonna- 
tion  in  any  degree  above  the  comoion  rank  of  their 
fellow-citizens,  are  called  upon  by  every  principle 
of  humanity,  to  diffuse  a  spirit  of  candour  and 
ntiooal  enquiry  upon  these  important  subjecu. 

Adams,  to  his  immorUl  honor,  and  the  timely 
Msistancc  of  his  country,  has  set  the  great  exam- 
ple.   His  treatise  in  defence  of  the  coostituljons. 


established  upon  the  most  benevolent  principles, 
will  never  lose  sight  of  their  duty,  in  rendering 
every  possible  aid,  as  citizens,  to  that  community 
which  they  have  defended,  as  soldiers.  They  will 
rejoice,  that,  although  independence  was  the  result 
of  force,  yet  government  is  the  child  of  reason. 
As  they  arc  themselves  an  example  of  the  noblest 
effort  of  human  nature,  the  conquest  of  9^\i,  io 
obeying  the  voice  of  their  country,  and  exchanging 
the  habits,  the  splendor,  and  importance  of  mill* 
tary  life,  for  domestic  labor  and  poverty — tliey 
will  readily  inculcate  on  others,  the  propriety  of 
sacrificing  private  and  territorial  advantages,  to 
the  good  of  the  great  nujority,  the  salvation  of 
the  United  SUtes. 

Slaves  to  no  party,  but  servants  of  the  whole^ 
they  have  wielded  the  sword  of  every  state  in  tho 
union,  and  bled  by  the  side  of  her  sons.  Their 
attachments  are  as  extensive  as  theur  labors. — 
Friendship  and  charity,  the  great  pillars. of  their 
institution,  will  find  their  proper  objeels,  through  . 
the  extended  territory,  and  seek  the  happiness  of 
aU. 


While  we  contemplate  the  endearing  objects  of 
our  association— and  indulge  in  the  gloomy  plea* 
sure  of  recollecting  that  variety  of  suffcrir.g  wJiich 
prompted  the  sympathetic  soldier  to  insiitiiie 
this  memorial  of  his  friendship— fraternal  aflrc^i^n 
recalls  the  scene  of  parting,  and  enquir':*  uiiii 
solicitude  the  fate  of  our  beloved  companiQ:ii'. 

Since  the  last  anniversary,  the  death  of  general 


though  confined  to  the  sUU  republics,  b  caUulat-  Howe  has  diminished  the  number  olTour  brethren, 
ed  to  do  infiniu  service,  by  correcting  thoustiids  I  and  called  for  the  iribuU  of  s  tear.    With  some  of 


Bm 


PBINCIPidN  AKD  Mm  Ot  THE  UVOLUTRIII.f 


the  Ibibleib  iondent  to  hiuuui  ntMft^  be  poMmtd 
mfaj  Taloable  Mconpliihmciita.  Hit  iMtiiral  good 
■ndcrtttodiof  lie  bad  embeUtohcd  with  eoMidorm- 
Uc  attcntioD  to  polHe  Ittonliirc.  At  t  BoUkr, 
ke.wao  bnve— 00  an  oAcor,  attentive  to  diiea* 
plioet  ha  CMunuided  with  di|^itj  aad  obeyed 
with  alaerityi  and  whatever  talents  be  poeaeieed, 
were  onfmhy  and  cbeeilulij  devoted  to  the  ter^ 
.fiee  of  his  eountry* 

But  a  hw  wechi  previooe  to  tliat  period*  the 
■NMh  leaented  dcatba  of  Tilghman  and  M*D(nigall 
were  aoeeesiivety  annonneed,  and  tlie  tidinga  re- 
ceived v^iih  a  peculiar  poignancy  of  grieh  What 
dlisen  of  the  American  empire  doet  not  join  the 
fcnerai  voice  of  gratitude,  when  contemplating 
the  merits  of  those  distinguishing  officers^  end 
•well  the  tide  of  sympathy,  with  his  bereaved 
eonntry,  when  deprived  of  their  Aiture  assistanoe? 
They  were  ornaments  to  the  states  in  which  they 
lived,  as  well  as  to  the  profession  u  which  thqr 
toquired  their  glory. 

Amiable  and  heroin  Tilghman!  short  was  the 
eiAreerof  thy  famei  bat  much  hast  thoa  performed 
lor. thy  country.  Of  thee  shall  it  ever  be  re 
membered,  that  no  social  virtue  waa  a  atranger  to 
tby  breast,  and  no  military  achievement  too  daring 
ibr  thy  aword.  While  we  condole  with  tby  afllicted 
Ikther  for  the  loaa  of  ao  dear  a  aon,  permit  the 
tear  of  friendship  to  low  for  its  own  bereavement: 
and  aa  oft  as  the  anniveraary  of  tliia  day  ahall  aa- 
temble  the  companions  of  thy  life,  to  rejoice  in 
the  freedom  of  their  countryi  they  ahall  mingle  a 
sigh  to  thy  iaating  memory,  and  bewail  thy  untimely 
fiite. 

Untimely  also  was  the  death  of  the  brave  and 
patriotic  M'Dougall,  Though  many  yeara  were 
worn  away  in  his  unremitted  labors  for  the  public 


•af'ely^^hougb  his  early  and  decided  ezeriions 
against  Uie  claims  of  Great  Britun  bed  an  easeniial 
influence  in  determining  the  conduct  of  the  pro- 
met  in  which  be  resided— though  he  was  the  nerve 
of  war,  the  wisdom  of  council  and  one  of  our  princi- 
pal supporters  in  the  acquest  of  independence — 
yet  these  but  shew  us  the  necessity  of  such  charac- 
ters in  establishing  the  blessings  of  the  acquisi- 
tion. While  it  shall  require  the  same  wisdom  and 
unshaken  foKitude,  the  same  patience  and  per- 
•ei^rancc»  to  rear  the  fabric  of  our  empire,  as  it 
did  10  lay  the  foundation—patrioiism  and  valour, 
in  '*ympathetic  affection,  will  bemoan  the  lose  of 
M*I>uugalU 

Happy  would  it  be  for  America,  thrice  happy 
Ibr  ibe  feelings  df  aorrowiBg  fnendsbip,  could  the 


of  oar  daoeaaed  coHpanieiiB  bo  clmied 
with  the  Mmae  of  those  worthf 
Heaveft  had  hcetowed  too  nraeh  florj 
life  of  the  fovorita  Qreene^  to  allow  at  a  loBf 
tioo. 


My  affeetionate  auditory  will  aalSdpate  mm 
thas  caai  be  ottered,  in  the  meiancholy  do^  ef 
contemplating  hia  distinguitbed  cseellcooe.  lb 
any  assembly  tiiat  ooold  be  oolleeted  im  Ai 
vain  would  be  the  attempt  to  illostrate  his 
ter,  or  embellish  the  eeene  of  hia  ex|doita.  It  k 
a  subject  to  be  Mi,  hot  oot  to  be  deeeribod.  1^ 
posterity,  indeed,  it  amy  ht  to1d»  as  on  iocartifi 
to  the  most  exalted  virtue  and  aatoiuald^  mHith 
prize*  tliat  the  man,  who  carried  ia  hie  oatiit 
genius  all  the  reeourcea  of  war,  and  the  halnpejsf 
every  extreme  of  fortune— who  knew  the  adv» 
tages  to  be  derived  from  defbat,  the  TigilsTtrf 
military  arrangement,  the  rapidity  aod  happy  mi^ 
ment  of  aaaault,  the  deliberate  activity  of  betlfe 
and  the  various  important  tiaea  of  rirtnry  th^ 
the  man  who  poasessed  every  conceivable  qaslhl 
of  a  warrior,  waa,  in  hb  public  and  private 
ter,  without  a  foible  or  a  fault;  that  all  the 
aa  well  as  heroic  virtues  were  ateemhled  in  Ul 
aoul:  and  that  it  was  the  lovob  of  a  ratinaaf  ^eal 
enlightened  age^  and  not  the  atopld  etaie  of  fetf- 
barity»  that  expcesaed  hie  praise. 

The  nmp  of  America  may  designate  ^m  ml 
extent  of  conquered  country  recovered  by  his 
sword;  the  future  traveller,  in  the  acuthem  statei^ 
may  be  pointed,  by  the  peasant,  to  the  various 
regions  containing  monuments  of  hia  valor  and 
hia  akill;  where,  amid  his  marchea  and  counter- 
marches,  his  studied  retreats  and  his  rapid  ap- 
proaches, every  advantage,  given  to  the  enemyg 
was  resumed  with  ten-fold  utility  and  certain  cob« 


queat.  The  hiatoric  muse,  aa  a  legacy  to  fotore 
ages,  may  transmit  with  heroic  dignity  the  feata 
of  her  favorite  chief:  but  who  ahall  tranamit  the 
feelings  of  the  heart-— or  give  the  more  intereaviag 
representation  of  hia  worth?  the  hero  will  remaiai 
but  the  man  must  be  losL 

The  grief  of  his  bereaved  consort,  sggravated  by 
the  universal  testimony  of  his  merit,  we  hope  will 
recrive  some  slleviaiion  from  the  ardent  sympathy 
of  thoussnds,  whose  hearta  were  penetrated  with 
hia  virtues,  and  whose  tears  would  have  flosred 
upon  his  hearse. 

But  we  will  not  open  afresh  the  wotinds  wbiA 
we  csnnot  close.  The  best  eologium  of  the  good 
and  great  Is  expressed  by  an  eBuilatton  of  tbeiv 
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virtues.  As  those  of  the  illustrious  Greene  ^tr. 
equklly  useful  in  erery  department,  in  which  hu- 
man society  can  ctU  a  pan  to  act,  every  friend  to 
America  must  feel  the  want  of  his  sssistance,  in 
the  duties  that  remain  to  be  performed.  Yet,  as 
these  duties  arc  of  the  rational  and  pacific  kind, 
the  performance  :s  more  attainable,  and  emulation 
tl^t  better  encouraged.  In  military  operationn, 
none  but  the  soldier  can  be  distinguished,  nor  any 
but  the  fortunate  are  sure  of  rendering  service: 
but  here  is  a  theatre  of  action  for  every  citizen  of 
a  great  country:  in  which  the  smallest  circum- 
stance will  have  its  weight,  and  on  which  infinite 
consequences  will  depend. 

The  present  is  kn  sge  of  philosophy,  and  Ame- 
tkn  the  empire  of  reason.  Here,  neither  the 
pageantry  of  courts,  nor  the  glooms  of  supersti- 
tioo,  have  dazzled  or  beclouded  the  mind.  Our 
4Mf  calls  us  to  act  worthy  of  the  age  and  the 
country  that  gave  us  birih.  Though  inexperience 
9Uiy  have  betrayed  us  into  errors-^yet  they  have 
not  been  fatal:  and  our  own  discernment  will  point 
lu  to  their  proper  remedy. 

However  defective  the  present  confederated  sys- 
ten  tnay  appear— yet  a  due  consideration  of  the 
cireumstances,  under  which  it  was  framed,  will 
teach  us  rather  to  admire  its  wisdom,  thsn  to 
niirmur  at  its  faults.  The  ssme  political  abilities, 
which  were  displayed  in  that  institution,  united 
with  the  experience  we  have  had  of  its  operation, 
will  doubtless  produce  a  system,  which  will  stand 
the  test  of  ages,  in  forming  a  powerful  and  happy 
people. 

Elevated  with  the  extensive  prospect,  we  may 
consider  present  inconvemencies  as  unworthy  of 
regret.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  an  uncommon 
plenty  of  circulating  specie,  and  a  universal  passion 
§u  trade,  tempted  many  individuals  to  involve 
themselves  in  ruin,  and  injure  the  credit  of  their 
country.  But  these  are  evils  which  work  their 
own  remedy.  The  paroxysm  is  already  over. 
Industry  is  increasing  faster  than  ever  it  declined; 
and,  with  some  exceptions,  where  legislative 
authority  has  sanctioned  fraud,  the  people  are 
honestly  discharging  their  private  debts,  and  in- 
creising  the  resources  of  their  wealth. 

Every  possible  encouragement,  for  great  and 
generous  exertions,  is  now  presented  before  us. 
Under  the  idea  of  a  permanent  and  happy  govem- 
Buent,  every  point  of  view,  in  which  the  future 
aituation  of  America  can  be  placed,  fills  the  mind 
with  pectiliar  dignity,  and  opens  an  ODboaiided 


field  of  thought.  The  natural  rci^ources  of  the 
country  are  hicoheeivably  various  and  great.  The 
enterprising  genius  of  the  people  promises  a  most 
rapid  improvement  in  all  the  arts  that  embellish 
human  nature.  The  blessings  of  a  rational  go- 
vernment will  invite  emif^rations  from  the  rest  of 
the  world,  and  fill  the  empire  with  the  worthiest 
and  happiest  of  mankindi  while  the  example  of 
political  wisdom  and  felicity,  here  to  be  displayed, 
will  excite  emulation  through  the  kuigdoms  of 
the  earth,  and  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  ha- 
man  race. 

In  the  pleasing  contemplation  of  such  glorioiui 
events,  and  comparing  the  scenes  of  action  that 
adorn  the  western  hemisphere,  with  what  has 
taken  place  in  the  east,  may  we  not  apply  to  our 
country  the  language  of  the  prophet  of  Israel, 
though  spf^ken  on  a  difff-rent  occasion— **The  glory 
of  tliis  latter  house  shall  be  greater  than  the 
former,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts:  and  in  this  place 
will  I  give  peace,  saith  the  Lord  of  Host  a:"— peace 
to  any  disorders  that  may  at  present  subsist  smong 
us-^peace  to  the  contending  passions  of  nations-* 
peace  to  this  empire,  to  future  ages,  and  through 
the  extended  world! 

TUB  SBHTIXIRTS  Of  AW  AmBTClW  WOlVAlf. 

^•nf  a  P/Uiatietphia  paper  dated  June,  1780. 
On  the  commencement  of  actual  war,  the  women 
of  America  manifested  a  firm  resolution  to  contri- 
bute as  much  as  could  depend  on  them,  to  the  de- 
liverance of  their  country.  Animated  bv  the  ptirest 
patriotism,  they  are  sensible  of  sorrow  at  this  ds^, 
in  not  oflTering  more  than  barren  wishes  for  the  stio- 
cess  of  so  glorious  a  revolution.  They  aspire  to 
render  themselves  more  really  useful;  and  this  sen- 
timent ia  universal  from  the  north  to  the  south  of 
the  thirteen  UniUd  States.  Our  ambition  is  kin- 
dled by  the  fame  of  those  heroines  of  antiqtiity, 
.who  have  rendered  their  sex  illustrious,  and  have 
proved  to  the  universe,  that,  if  the  weakness  of  our 
constitution,  if  opinion  and  manners  did  not  forbid 
OS  to  flMrch  to  glory  by  the  same  paths  as  the 
men,  we  should  at  least  equal,  and  sometimes  sur- 
pass them  in  our  love  for  the  public  good.  I  glory 
in  all  that  which  my  sex  has  done  great  and  c^m- 
mendabls.  I  call  to  mind  with  enthusiasm  k(n\ 
with  admiration,  all  those  acts  of  coerage,  of  con- 
stancy and  patriotism,  which  history  has  transmit- 
ted  to  US:  The  people  favored  by  heaven,  preserv- 
ed  from  destruction  by  the  virtue,  the  zeal  and  the 
resolution  of  Deborah,  of  Judith,  of  Esther!  The 
fortitude  of  the  mother  of  (he  .Machabees,  in  giv- 
ui^  up  her  tons  to  die  before  her  eyci;  Bavba.  v«^%^ 
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tatjMlmg  the  wntaMM  of  tkrir  to^  building 
Mw  wiX\M,  ainH  tfwebci  «M  thtJr  fecbtt 
Imdi,  ftraUhlnK  inM  U  tkcip  ddhaden,  they^ 
thcMMln*  dmrtlx  tha  alMBa  VMpoM  o 
Wiwy,  fwlgitm  the  owmti  of  their  ippa' 
nl,  Md  ttarir  fartaM,  to  111  the  psbBo  treuiu?, 
end  to  faMtM  the  diltveniwe  of  thllr  countryi 
■hwyleg  theMedvM  mdw  tte  raiQR  thrawkix  them- 
■dvM  into  the  flenft  raAer  tbM  Mbmit  to 
B  of  bmiUktloB  bebce  t  fnud  ene- 


Bon  hrGbwtr,  dbddabf  to  bear  ^  iroai 
«  tymBle  ganraMMax,  w*  MMofaite  onnelTei 
tha  gwdtui  of  tboM  ■oretelgM.  chttWied  wid 
WWieil,  «ho  hire  held  wtdi  h  moah  tpkoilor  tht 
tmftM  «r  the  giceteet  ttetei.  The  IbOdui,  the 
WleibWhi,  the  Hiriei,  the  Catharhiei,  vbo  hive 
•Mwded  the  eapire  eTIibertr,  tmS,  eeUented 
KigB  by  eweetUM  end  Joetioc,  ian  bnttn  t 
AdaeflfiUTer)r,fbrgcdbrtfnnta  ie  the  timei  of 
'  IgMnaee  end  bwfairitr.  TbeBpMMtwemen.do 
thcj  not  Meke,  at  tUe  monent.  tbemoit  (striatic 
■eetiflaei^  to  incrcue  tbe  bhu  of  viotory  in  the 
fcaad*  «r  thdr  nntvgal  He  i>  a  friMd  to  thi 
Freneh  netkn.  They  are  our  alUca.  We  cell  ti 
adnd,  doehlj  iatereatedi  that  It  wu  a  Fn»ch  mui 
who  kiodled  op  unanfft  her  fellov  eitiseni,  thi 
flane  of  patriotiim  buried  under  lon^  nitfjrlunn 
It  vai  the  maid  of  Orleana  <rb»  drove  from  thi 
Ui^dom  orPraDec  the  a&eeitote  of  those  Btme 
Britiah,  wboie  o^oat  joke  we  have  Juat  ihiken 
ofl;  and  vhoto  it  it  ncceatary  that  we  drhe  from 


But  I  rout  limit  D7«eir  to  the  rceollection  of 
tbii  fnull  number  of  aebievemeDtt.  Who  knows 
if  peraou difpoeed  to  eeiwurc,  and  lometimH  too 
eeverelj  with  renrd  to  aa,  Baf  not  diuppravt 
appearing  acquainted  cvea  with  the  aetlor 
whichooTiciboutt?  We  are  at  leaat  certain, 
he  cannot  he  a  good  citizen  who  will  not  applaud 
our  elTorte  for  the  relief  of  the  armiea  which  de- 
fend our  Una,  our  poueaiiona,  our  liberty?  The 
■itnation  of  our  aoldierp  hai  been  repreeenied  to 
me;  the  evila  ioiepynblc  fhun  war,  and  the  firm 
■Dd  generaui  ipirit  which  hai  enabled  then  to  sup- 
port theee.  But  it  hu  been  aaid,  that  the;  mi; 
apprdicnd,  that,  in  the  conrae  of  a  long  war,  the 
view  of  their  dbtreMeainayba  loet,  and  their  aer- 
vieei  forgotten.  Forgotten!  never-,  I  can  an*wer 
iatheuaeofalliD}'ie&    Brere  American i,  vour 


We  know  that,  it  a  dbtMMe  ftuB  As  OaMM  rf 
wff,  ITwe  njcf  M9  tnnqrtltr.  it  in  tfa*  *«  rf 
yoor  wMahtaii^  you  khwi,  jov  daafo^  Vl 
Uvehipprta  tbeaidet«rtoy  fiBllr.  ViVbM. 
band  anhbnlM  UiMd,  aad  n^a  Ua  teneal  k 


no«riih  the  |«nfM^  mA  pttm  ft  to  ay  h 

withert  bih«  iftrid  mt  M 

htm  h,  by  efaMlBW  — ytif  thebi 

dveOi  ifo«rbana,Mr«ibB4eanealbaA» 

preeent  tine  fro*  Ae  hwda  of  tbooe  iMMdtariiih 

ii  to  yon  Aat  wa  ove  It.    And  *all  ■••  be* 

ute  to  eridencn  to  yen  onrgtrnttfarf    MmM  «• 

heritaU  to  wear  a  alolhiiif  aara  ahaplei  b*> 

dreaaea  laaa  ehgflrt.  whHa.  at  the  i«iaB  nf  Oh 

imU  privatk^  wa  ehall  deatereynwr  hnnaJarfc— 

Who  aMO^tit  na,  will  not  (cnMinc^  with  the  Ui!^ 

It  plaaanre,  tboee  vaia  [waimiiata,whe»i>e  AJ 

onridv  that  the  vallaM  detodcte  of  llmwiw 

ill  beaMotodnwaaaNadnBtagaltamlhaH^ 

ney  which  nhe  Bay  have  lud  ewt  la  thaati  9m 

tber  wfll  be  better  delbnded  fioB  the  rigeea  of  flt 

teuena;  that,  tfter  ibetr  palafid  tolla,  tta^  tSS  la- 

aoBe  estTMrdfataiy  and  naopectcd  laBcC' 

that  theee  ptcaeata  trtU  pcttiapa  he  valvad  by  them 

grauer  price,  when  they  will  have  It  In  thdr 

pover  to  lay;     TUi  U  tht  tftting  •/  tk*  la^t^ 

Til  t  time  ii  arriTcd  to  diaplay  the  aame  aentiBeata 

which  animated  ut  at  the  beginning  of  the  rcvola- 

,ion,  when  we  renounced  the  uae  of  teaa,  however 

igreeahle  to  our  taite,  tatber  than  receive  them 

hitn  our  peraeeuton i  when  we  made  it  appear  la 

them  that  wc  placed  fonasr  neceaaarica  in  the  rank 

of  •uperfluitiee,  when  our  Ubci^  wta  lOteKatedi 

wpnbliean  and  laboriona  baada  apnathe 

llti,  prepared  the  linen  intcoded  for  the  oae  at  oat 

loldier*;  when  exiln  and  fogitivea  we  aopparted 

vith  courage  all  the  eriU  which  are  the  eoacani* 

ntt  of  war.    Let  na  not  loae  a  moBeott  let  na  be 

igaged  to  offer  the  homage  of  our  gratitude  at 

e  altar  oTinUitacy  valor,  and  you,  oar  brave  de. 

rerera,  while  mercenary  alavea  combat  to  cauM 

lu  to  share  with  them,  the  irotii  with  which  thcj 

e  loaded,  receive  with  a  free  hand  our  oStein^ 

the  purcat  wtiieb  can  be  prceented  to  your  vitta^ 

AMEHK&N  WOHAH. 


Geueral  ArDold. 

The  bUowii^  U  the  letto-  of  thia  ii 
the  conmander  in  chief,  after  hia  tretacn,  aat 
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dretted  in  regimciaali,  had  twolkoei,  cmblemaU* 
cal  of  hit  tnutoroui  conduct,  a  maak  in  bit  left 
handf  ind  a  letter  in  bui  right  firom  Beliebuh,  tcl* 
ling  bim  that  he  had  done  all  the  mlaohtef  he  could 
do,  and  now  he  muat  hang  himself. 

At  the  back  of  the  general,  wu  a  figure  of  the 
devil,  dretf  ed  in  black  robee,  abaking  a  pune  of 
money  at  the  general's  left  ear,  and  in  his  right 
hand  a  pitch-fork,  ready  to  drive  him  into  bell,  aa 
the  reward  due  for  the  many  crimes  which  bis  thirst 
of  gold  had  made  him  commit. 

In  the  front  of  the  stsge,  and  before  genera!  Ar« 
nold,  wtf  placed  a  large  lanthom  of  transparent 
paper,  with  the  consequences  of  hb  crimes  thus 
delineated,  i.  «.  on  one  part  general  Arnold  on  hit 
kneea  before  the  deyil,  who  is  pulling  him  into  Iht 
flames— a  label  from  the  general's  mouth  with 
these  words,  **My  dear  sir,  I  have  senred  you  faith* 
fully}"  to  which  the  devil  replies,  ''And  I'll  re« 
ward  you."  On  anetber  aide,  two  figures  banging^ 
inscribed,  '*The  Traitor's  Reward,"  and  wrote  oft* 
demeath,  **Tbe  adjutant  general  of  the  British  ar« 
my,  and  Joe  Smith;  tl^e  first  hanged  as  a  spy,  and 
the  other  as  a  traitor  to  his  countff  .'*  And  on  the 
front  of  the  lanthom  wu  wrote  the  following:— 

''Major  general  Benedict  Ameld,  late  commander' 
of  the /tfTl  IVett  Point,  The  crime  of  thit  man  it 
high  treaaom. 

**Heba8  deserted  the  important  post,  ff'ett  Point, 
on  Hudson's  river,  edbmitted  to  hb  charge  by  hb 
excellency  the  coounander  inchief^and  bgooe  off 
to  the  enemy  at  New  York. 

<aib  design  to  have  given  up  thie  fortress  to  our 
enemies  hat  been  discovered  by  the  goodness  of 
the  Omntseieiit  Creator,  who  iMsoot  only  prevented 
him  from  carrying  it  into  tzccation,  but  has  thfowa 
into  our  bands  Jndre,  the  edjutaat  gcoeral  of  their 
army,  who  was  detected  ia  the  iafooMwe  character 
of  a  spy. 

'^Thm  treachery  of  the  migratcial  general  ie 
held  op  to  public  view,  for  the  exposition  of  info' 
my;  and  to  proclaim,  with  joyful  acclamation,  ano- 
ther instance  of  the  interpoeitjon  of  bounteoon 
Providence. 

^  eonaoe  deeeripHem  eftUJigme  exhibUed  md  fOr      -The  cflgy  of  thb  ingratc  b  therefore  hsnged 
radtd  tkrmtgk  the  etreete  of  tkit  eitg  on  8iam'daf^(Jbr  want  of  hb  body)  as  a  traitor  to  hb  native 

comrtry,  and  a  betray er  of  the  laws  of  honor.'* 

Theprocession  began  abont  fowo'docfc,  in  the 
foUoviag  order: 


an  account  of  a  procession  which  waa  had  in  the 
city  of  PbUadelphb  a  day  or  two  after  the  date 
of  thb  letter: 

•'On  board  the  VyUwe.  Sept.  85, 1700. 
<«S»— The  heart  which  ie  conscious  of  its  own 
motitude  cannot  attempt  to  pallbte  a  step  which 
the  world  may  censure  as  wrong;  I  have  ever  acted 
from  a  principle  of  love  to  my  country,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  uidiaj^jpy  contest 
hetween  Great  Britain  and  the  eoloniesi  the  same 
prioetple  of  love  to  my  country  actuatee  my  pre- 
sent conduct,  however  it  may  appear  inconsisent 
to  the  worid,  who  very  sel^lom  judges  right  of  any 
amn's  actions. 

•ahaveno  fovor  to  ask  for  myself.  I  have  too 
often  experienced  the  ingratitude  of  my  country  to 
attempt  it;  but  from  the  known  buoMnity  of  your 
excellency,  I  am  induced  to  ask  your  protection 
for  Mrs  Arnold,  from  every  insult  and  injury  that 
the  mbtaken  vengeance  of  my  country  may  expoee 
lier  to.  It  ought  to  fiill  only  on  me,  she  b  aa  good 
and  as  innocent  as  an  angel,  and  ia  incapable  of 
doiag  wrong.  I  beg  she  may  be  permitted  to  re- 
turn to  her  friends  in  Philadelphb,  or  to  come  to 
me  as  she  may  choose;  from  your  excellency  I  have 
no  foars  on  her  account,  but  ahe  may  suffer  from 
the  mbtaken  fury  of  the  country. 

^  have  to  requeat  that  the  enclosed  letter  may 
%e  delivered  to  Birs.  Arnold,  and  she  permitted  to 
write  to  me. 

■^  have  also  to  ask  that  mf  clothes  and  bsggsge, 
which  are  of  little  consequence,  nuiy  be  sent  to 
%  if  required,  thdr  value  shall  be  paid  in  money, 

**Ikmve  the  hemer  fs  Ae,  loHh  great  regm^  emd  et . 

aABKCHJ). 

^«B.  Injustice  to  the  gentlemen  of  my  fiunOy, 
•oL  Varrick  and  major  Franks,  t  Ihink  myself  in 
honor  bound  to  declare,  that  thcyt  ••  well  as  Joshua 
Bmith,  esq.  (vho  I  know  are  suspected)  are  to. 
tally  ignorant  of  any  transactions  of  mine,  that 
they  had  reason  to  believe  were  injurious  to  the 
pnblie.*' 


foil. 


A  stage  raised  on  the  body  of  a  cart,  on  which 
was  SA  efigj  ^  general  Arneid  sitting;  thb  wai 


V. 


••V 


^ 


nUNQinJt9  <4UWB  IfimW  ins  BETQL 


Sinnl  gmitemcn  flMimtad  OB  boffMbtolu 

A  liM  ofoontiiicnltl  «fllo«t. 

Sundry  foitleoMa  ii  n  ttne. 

A  fojurd  of  tht  dtj  inftntfjr* 

Jtatt  iMfore  the  cart,  dramt  tod  fifeo  pUyiof  tbo 

llopiet  ttirch. 

Giiardi  on  etch  tide. 

Tbo  proeowkm  vat  attended  with  a  immer 
^ns  coneovr^e  of  people,  who,  after  espreaaing 
their  abhorrence  of  the  treaaon  and  the  traitor, 
oommitted  him  to  the  flamea^  and  left  both  the 
%f^  and  the  or%ioal  to  tinlL  into  aahea  andobli- 


rJtOCLAMATIOir. 

Whoreaa,  it  hath  pleaaed^  Alailghtf  God,  die 
ftther  of  merdea,  remarkably  to  aatiat  and  aop- 
port  the  United  Statea  of  Amerloa,  in  their  im- 
portant atmgi^e  fbr  liberty,  «|^at  the  lon|c  eon- 
tinned  effbrta  of  a  ponrtrful  nation,  it  ia  the  duty 
•fall  rankato  obaenre  and  thankfully  acknowledge 

t^'  J^  the  interpoaitiona  of  hi*  Prortdence  in  their  behaH. 

•'  ^  )^1Aough  the  whole  of  the  conteat,  A-om  ita  lirtt 
liae,  to  thit  time,  the  influence  of  Dirine  Providence 
mqf  be  clearly  peroeiTed  in  ma^y  aignai  inataneea^ 
of  which  WA  mentioB  but  ie w. 

In  revealing  the  councila  of  onr  cnemiea,  when 
the  diaooT^ea  were  aeaaonable  and  important, 
and  the  meant  were  aeemingly  inadequate   or 
Ibnuitoua;— in  preaenring  and-  even  improring  the 
union  of  the  lereral  atatet,  on  the  breach  of  which 
our  eoemiet  placed  their  greatett  dependence; — 
in  increaaing  the  number,  and  adding  to  the  zeal 
and  attachment  of  the  friends  of  liberty— in  grant- 
ing remnrluble  deliverancet,  and  blessing  ua  with 
^   the  moat  aig^al  auccest,  when  afTaira  aeemed  to 
have  the  most  diacouraging  appearance;^tn  raising 
up  for  us  a  powerful  and  generoua  ally,  in  one  of 
the  first  of  the  European  powerst— in  confounding 
the  councils  of  our  enemies,  and  suffering  them 
to  pursue  such  measures,  aa  have  most  directly  | 
eontnbttted  to  frustrate  their  own  desires  and  ex- 
pecuLttoas, — above  all,  in  making  their  ex t  erne 
cruelty  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  atatet,  when  in 
their  power|  and  th-*ir  S4vage  devaatation  of  pro- 
perty, the  very  means  of  cementing  our  union, 
nnd  adding  vigour  to  every  effort  in  oppoaition  to 
theni* 

And  at  we  cannot  help  leading  the  good  peo- 
ple of  thete  atatea  to  a  retrotpect  on  the  erenta 


\  w*nch  hiive  taken  place  aincc  the  heginnii%ef  th« 
war,  10  we  recommend,  in  e  partieulnr  maona^to 
their  obaervation,  the  gooineta  of  Qod  in  the  yiv 
now  drawing  to  a  concluaion.  In  which  tlie 
federation  of  tbe'United  Stetea  hno  bees 
ideted— in  whioh  there  have  lyeea  eo  ^mmj  ia* 
atmoea  of  prowesa  and  attcceaa  in  ovr  armiOi^ 
particularly  hi  the  eouthcm  atnte^  when^  Mb 
withatanding  the  diflle*dtiea  with  wliieh  ihey  hoi 
to  atmggleb  they  have  recovered  tho  wboi*  com- 
try  which  the  eoemy  had  ovtr4fin^  iMfliv  tha 
only  ft  poet  or  tvo^onor  iwer  the  eei 
wo  have  beea  ao  poweriiilly  iBd  effbelBdiy  i 
by  our  allieap  while  hi  ell  the  eonjaaet 
the  moat  perfect  harmony  haa  eubaiated  io  the 
allied  armyi— in  which  there  hae  been  eo  plentiW* 
a  barvea',  and  ao  great  abondanoe  of  the  ftwhe  ef 
the  earth  of  every  kind,  aa  not  only  inahlei  • 
eaally  to  appply  the  wanU  of  our  army,  hut  gifie 
eomfort  and  happineat  to  thu  wliole'people*«4 
in  which,  af^er  the  aueceaa  of  our  allica  by  aoi^e 
general  of  the  firat  rank,  with  Ue  whole  army,  h« 
been  captured  by  the  alHcd  fbrcee^  under  die 
tloo  of  our  eommander  hi  chieC 


It  ia  therefore  reoommeaded  to  the  eevenl  I 
to  aet-apert  the  thirteenth  d^  Of  Heoomhe 
to  be  eeUgiooaly  obecrved  aa  a  day  of  thenkigiving 
and  prqrcrt  that  all  the  people  may  neaanilili  an 
that  day,  with  gratefol  hearta,  to  celebrate  the 
praises  of  our  gracioua  Benefactor;  to  eonfem  oar 
manifold  sins;  to  offer  up  our  moat  fervent  sop* 
plicationa  to  the  God  of  all  Grace,  that  it  amy 
please  him  to  pardon  our  offences,  and  incline  ear 
hearta  for  the  future  to  keep  all  his  Uwt;  to  com- 
fort and  relieve  nil  our  brethren  who  are  in  diatrcaa 
or  captivity;  to  prosper  our  bu»bandmen,  and  give 
succeaa  to  all  engaged  in  lawfiil  commeive;  to 
impart  wisdom  and  integrity  to  our  oouttaelk»ri^ 
judgment  and  fortitude  to  our  officers  and  sddicn^ 
to  protect  and  prosper  our  illusiriooa  ally,  and 
favor  our  united  exertions  for  the  apeedy  establiab^ 
ment  of  a  safe,  honorable,  and  laating  peace;  t» 
bleaa  all  aeminsriea  of  learning;  and  cause  dr 
knnriedge  of  G§d  la  ctver  the  earth,  at  ike  walarf 
cover  the  teat. 

Done  in  congreaa  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  Oelo* 
her,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thouaand 
aeven  hundred  and  eighty  one,  and  in  the 
aixth  year  of  the  independence  of  the  Unitel 
Statea  of  America. 

TliOMAS  M*KEAN,  jkrendSMf. 
Atteat,       CaABLxa  Taoiiaov,  iccVir. 
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BaiiTIMOKe,  Mvember  15, 1781. 
^e  addrtMt  of  the  citlzenn  •/  Ba/timore  /•  the  honTa- 
ble  mofor  gefieral^  the  marqtiit  de  la  Fayette* 
It  is  with  peculiar  latisfaction  that  the  citizens 
of  n«liimore  embrace  the  present  moiiient«  to  ex- 
press a  gratitude  which  they  will  always  owe  to 
major  general  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette;  and  to 
cong;ratuUte  him,  personally,  on  tlie  late  important 
events  in  Virginia  snd  South  Carolina,  so  glorious 
and  consequential  to  America. 

Among  the  first  in  our  catise..  you  early  found  a 
way  to  our  rifTections,  with  him,  who  has  struggled 
with  our  Various  difficulties  smce  their  beginning. 
At  a  time  when  we  had  no  ally,  you  were  our 
friend;  and  when  we  gained  an  ally,  your  presence 
Mtd  good  offices  could  not  but  increase  a  cordiality 
which  most  render  our  union  with  France  per- 
naaent. 

In  particular,  we  cannot  sufficiently  atknowledge 
our  sense  of  your  late  campiugn  in  Virginia,  where, 
with  a  few  regulars  and  militia,  you  opposed  the 
British  commander,  from  whose  large  army,  and 
military  talents,  this  state  had  such  serious  cause 
of  apprehension. 

These  things,  sir,  have  rendered  you  desr  to  us, 
•nd  we  feel  the  highest  gratification  in  seeing,  once 
SBore,  in  our  town,  the  man  who  will  always  liold  a 
ifirst  place  in  our  hearts. 

Baltimoii,  Sth  Mvember^  1781. 
The  anwwer  of  major  general  de  la  Fayette  to  the 
address  from  the  citizeno  nf  Btiltimore. 
In  the  affectionate  attentiona  of  the  citisens  of  a 
free  town,  I  would  find  a  reward  for  the  services 


VaOM  THB  LOHDO^  CKKOf  TCLV,  XAUCU  9,  17S'2* 

The  humble  and  dutiful  declaration  and  addrett  of 
hit    fnajett^e  American  loyaHttt,   to   the  kinf§ 
mott  excellent  majesty ,  to  both  houtet  of  parliament 
and  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 

We,  his  majesty's  most  d«itifiil  and  faitiiful  sub- 
jects, the  loyal  inhabitants  of  America,  who  have 
happily  got  within  the  protection  of  'the  British 
forces,  as  well  as  those  who,  though  too  wise  not 
to  have  foreseen  the  faUl  tendency  of  the  present  f^ 
wanton  and  causeless  rebellion,  yet,  from  number- 
less obstacles,  and  unexampled  severities,  have 
hitherto   been  compelled  to  remain    under  the 
tyranny  of  the  rebels,  and  submit  >o  the  measnrea 
of  congressional  usurpation;  animated  with  the 
purest  principles  of  duty  and  allegiance  to  his  nU' 
jesty  and  tlie  British  parliament,  beg  leave,  with 
the  deepest  humility  and  reverence,  on  the  present 
calaqpitous  occasion  of  public  and  national  ml4>, 
fortune,  in  the  surrender  of  lord  Cornwall  is,  and 
the  army  under  hit  lordship's  command,  at  Yorlff- 
Town,  humbly  to  entreat  that  your  majesty^  and  tliO 
parliament,  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  permif% 
us  to  offer  this  renewed  testimony  of  loyalty  ancT  ^ 
attachment  to  our  most  gracious  sovereign,  and 
the  British  nation  and  government;  and  thus  pub- 
licly to  repeat  our  most  heari-fclt  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  infinite  obli(;ationtf  we  feel  ourselvet 
under  for  the  heavy  expenses  that  ha?e  been 
incurred,   and  the  great  national  exi'rtions  tliat 
have  been  made,  to  save  and  rescue  us,  and  your 
American  colonies,  from  impendiiig  ruin,  and  the 
accumulated  distresses  and  caUmiues  of  civil  war. 
For  such  distinguished  proof:*  of  natio  lal  ease  and 


-.,,.._,,  .         ^  regard,  we  confess  ourselveii  unable  lo  make  that 

of  a  whole  life.    The  honor  to  have  been  kmong.    *  ^.  ^         ,.  ,         .  ,.  ., 

°  ]  adequate  return  which  our  hearts,  replete  with  the 

most  dutifol  and  grateful  stnsaiions,  most  nvliingly 

offer,  but  which  we  have  not  words  stifKcient  to 


the  first  American  soldiers,  is  for  me  a  source  of 
the  greatest  happiness. 


I  participate  with  you  in  the  glorious  events 


expreas.    Our  aufl^erings  as  men,  and  our  duty  as 


that  have  taken  place  under  his  excellency  gene- 1  loyal  subjects,  point  out  to  us  at  once,  the  pro- 
rtX  Washington's  immediate  command,  and  under '  r-riety,  in  our  present  situation,  of  tnus  publicly 


g;eneral  Greene.  I  enjoy  the  effecU  these  will  have 
on  the  success  of  our  noble  cause,  and  particularly 
the  advanuges  which  they  will  afford  to  this  state. 

The  time  when  I  had  the  honor  to  command  the 
army  in  Virginia,  which  you  are  pleased  so  politely 
to  mention,  has  only  shewn  that  the  courage  and 
fortitude  of  American  troops  are  superior  to  every 
kind  of  difficulty. 

My  campaign  began  with  t  personal  obligation 
to  the  inhabiunts  of  Baltimore;  at  the  end  of  it  I 
find  myself  bwmd  to  them  by  a  new  tie  of  everlast- 
ing gratitude.  LA  PAYETTE. 

50. 


repeating  our  assurances,  thai  we  revere,  with  a 
kind  of  holy  enthusiafm,  tlie  ancient  constitution 
of  the  American  colonies;  and  that  we  cannot  but 
lament  every  event,  and  be  anxioualy  solicitous  to 
remove  every  cause  or  suspicion,  tliat  might  have 
the  most  diatant  tendency  to  separate  the  two 
countries,  or  in  any  remote  degree  to  lessen  the 
claim  we  have  to  the  preaent  aid  and  cont^.tued 
exertions  of  Great  Britain;  eapecially  if  it  should 
arise  from  any  misrepresentation  or  distrust,  either 
of  our  fidelity  or  numbers,  to  entitle  us  to  the  future 
countenance  and  protection  of  that  sovereign  j&nd 
oatiop,  whost  government  aad  laws^  w<  «i^  ^^^aJV 
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to  witnesA,  that,  in  the  integrity  of  our  touls,  we  ton,  Rhode  Island,  Philadelphia,  PorUmouth,  >«• 
prefer  to  all  otherf.  The  local  prejudices  of  birih  foik,  in  Virginia,  Wtlmington,  in  North  CiroUni 
and  education,  and  the  weight  of  past  and  h^ppy  &c.  kc.  and  then  evacuating  them,  whereby  masj 
experience,  conspire  together  to  render,  in  our  thousand  inhabitants  have  been  involved  in  the 
breisis,  rnoftt  sacred  and  inestimable,  our  rela-  greatest  wretchednesd,  is  another  tubsiantial  rea- 
tion  to  British  subjects  and  British  laws.    We  son  why  more  lo)alists  have  not  enlisted  into  his 

• 

deem  it  more  valuable  than  life  iistlf,  and  under, niaj est) '^  service,  or  openly  espoused  and  attached 
the  most  trying  circumstances,  hare  invariably  ihcmselves  to  the  royal  cause;  yet,  notwitha:aoding 
resolved,  in  defiHnce  of  every  hazard,  to  assert  our  all  these  discouraging  circumstances,  there  are 
rights;  and,  as  fu*  as  in  our  power,  in  opposilion  many  mure  men  in  hit  majettift  p^-wincial  rejimenu, 
to  every  o  her  state  and  kingdom  in  the  world,  to  than  there  are  in  the  centinental  tervice.  Hence  h 
adhere  to  the  nation  and  country  from  which  we  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  there  are  more  loyalists 
sprung;  and  to  which,  with  honest  pride  and  in  America  than  there  are  rebels;  and  ako,  that 
gratitude,  we  acknowledge  that  we  owe  both  our  their  zeal  must  be  greater,  or  ao  many  would  not 


na'.ural  and  political  existence. 

Unhappy,  indeed,  for  ourselves,  and  we  cannot 
bilt  think  unfortunately  too  for  Great  Britain,  the 
number  of  well  afi'ected  inhabitanla  in  America  to 
the  parent  countr}-,  cannot,  fur  obvious  reasons,  be 
cxucily  ascertained.  But  there  are  facts  from 
Wi<ich  the  most  undnubted  and  undeniable  con- 
clusions may  be  inferred,  and  to  which,  for  want  of 
Other  evidence,  we  must  recur,  resting  our  appeal 
«pnn  such  proofs  to  the  unerring  and  unbiassed 
decision  of  truth  and  candour. 


have  enlisted  into  the  provincial  service,  under 
such  very  unequal  circumstances.  Other  reasoTi* 
inight  be  enumerated,  why  many  more  have  not 
enlisted  into  his  majest/s  provincial  aer vice,  if  we 
were  not  prevented  from  it  by  motives  of  delicacy 
and  tenderness  to  tlie  character  of  the  person  to 
whose  management  the  business  of  that  department 
was  principally  committed. 

We  also  infer  from  the  small  number  of  militia 
collected  by  general  Greene,  the  most  populsr  aad 
able  general  in  the  service  of  congress,  in  the  long 
circuitous  march  he  took  through  many  of  the  most 
poptilouff,  and  confettedltf  the  mtMt  rehtUiwuw  emaaiei 


The  penally  under  which  any  American  subject 

enlists  into  his  majesty's  sei  vice,  is  no  less  than  the  J  .    .,.. 

-r    ^.  r  11  u-  J.    ..^  .i..»«.i.    in  that  country,  that  there  must  be  a  TWffwivsnQr 

immediate  forfeiture  of  all  his  goods  and  chattels,    ^,      „      ,'  .  ^  n   .  j.- 

,        ,  J  -r  u     J  J        1  ofloLaliiit  in  that  part  of  America,  as  wellu  etoc 

lands  and  tenements;  and  if  apprehended,  and  con-  Z     ^        „^  *        .      .  ,  -. 

■       ,        .....  1.  J  I    where.    The  presumption  becomes  stronger,  fre» 

vioted  by  the  rebels,  of  having  enlisted,  or  prevau- .  .         ^   J        „  i.  j  L-         a 

^  ;...,.         .    .  ,' a  consideration  of  the  well  known  seduction  and 

ed  on  nr.v  other  pr r«^on  to  enlist  into  his  majesty  s ;  «  ^r  k«  .k^  .^k*i 

-  *  ,  1         -u    ,  compulsion  which  were  made  use  of  by  the  rebel 

eervicc,  it  IS  considered  as  treason,  and  punished         *^  ,     .u        m  i      •    ..^Wv^» 

*    .       „  .  -  ^  .  ,    generals,  and  other  officers,  in  ordt-r  to  embody 

viih  death:     VUrcas.  no  forfeiture  is  incurred,  B_  _.^^^' ^^  _  ^_^  ^^ .       . .  . 


or  penalty  annexed,  to  his  entering  into  the  ser-  j 


the  militia,  as  well  as  from  the  manner  in  which 


or  pe„a»y  *„.....u.  w  ..„  ...... ...^  '-—J    i^j,^  ^^^^.^  „^  l,,,,^  mentioned  by  genertl  Gteeoe. 

vice  of  congress;  bul.  on  the  comrary.h..  property  ...„.,.h..   .„   th.  c«„r«  »f  one 


is  secured,  and  himbcU  rewarded. 


in  his  public   despatches   in   the  course  of  one 


'month.  In  that  of  the  10th  of  March,  he  saya.— "KJur 

In  the  former  case,  he  withdraws  himself  froml,„iii.^3|  h^ye  been  upon  such  loose  and  uncertsia 

his  f.t»T.i!y  and  relations,  without  any  possiibiliiy  otjfo^tjng^  ever  since  we  crossed  the  Dan,  that  I 

rec^.virg   miy   assistance  from,  or  aiibrding  any  j^ould  attempt  nothing  with  confidence."    In  bis 

Tc'icf  to  eiilitr.    In  the  latter,  he  is  subject  to  no  !„cxt  of  the  I6ih,  in  giving  his  account  of  two 

such  peculiar  self-denials,  and  real  distresses.— j  brigades  of  militia,  consisting  of  three  capuinsi 

The    en.  bodying  provincial  corps   in   New-York,  j  ^^jj,  gyijuiicms,  and  561  rank  and  file,  he  returns 

'an^l  sending  ihem  on  service  to  Savannah— or  inj^^o  captains,  nine  subalterns,  and  592  rank  and 

Philadelphia,   and  ordering  them   to  Pensacola,!^^!^  misbinc.  besides  one  regiment,  of  which  he 

when  they  might  be  more  usefully  employed  ia  qq^\^  get  no  return,  and  adds,  "those  missing  are 

the  province  where  they  were  raised:  the  drafting  supposed  to  have  gone  home."     According  to  the 

troops  from  the  corps,  and  from  under  the  com    report  of  the  generals  and  field  officers,  very  few 


mand  of  officers  with  whom  they  enlisted,  to  form 


nev  corps,  und  to  give  a  command  to  other  officers,  ^^,y  xht'ir  arms,  and  abandoned  the  field  early  io 


were  killed  or  taken;  most  of  them  having  thrown 


are  all  measures  which  have  bad  their  discouraging 
er>c\s  on  the  recruiting  service 
The  desultory  manner  also  in  which  the  war  has 


the  action.  In  that  of  the  30tb,  he  writes,  "that 
nothing  but  blood  and  sUughter  have  prevailed 
among  the  whigs  and  torics;  and  their  inveterscj 


been  carried  on,  by  first  taking  possesaion  of  Bos-  agamst  each  other  must,  if  it  continues,  depopuUte 
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tbUpartof  theeoantry."  Surely,  whole  brigidn 
throwirf  iwtj  their  eraw,  and  retvniing  liomc, 
and  *U  that  lort  of  eonducl,  mait  eany  viilh  ii 
the  mint  pmumptive  evidence,  not  onlj  oriheir 
diufTection  to  the  meuum  ot  conf^ren,  but  nf 
their  lojxlt]'  ind  iltiehnient  to  hi*  majesty,  »nd 
the  Briiiih  n«tion  and  p>*<">i»M<s  eipeciilly  if 
jou  take  into  tlie  account  thi*  veil  known  fact, 
that  tbe  rebela  have  recruited  the  eontinental  «r 
my,  and  in  alt  initancei  aMcmbled  l1>e  miliiia,  by 
daedTing  aooie,  terrifying  many,  and  dKvin^  more, 
.  to  Maiat  in  tbeir  miliury  operationa.  On  ilie  con- 
truy,  the  aerf  ice  of  the  loyaliai*  hi*  in  all  cues 
Ikcd  really  and  voluntar)'i  and  in  many  uniDliciled, 
and  ID  anne  unnoticed,  if  not  rejected. 

If  it  ahould  be  laid,  ifauch  ia  the  Dumbrr  am) 
diipoaition  of  tbe  loyaliita  in  America,  bo*  comea 
it  to  paaa  that  they  have  not  beea  uf  more  im- 
portance to  Ilia  majetty'a  len^cef  We  aniirer, 
M^t  it  not  wilb  equal  propriety  be  enquired, 
«tif  hit  tnajealy'a  forces  hare  aot  norc  fully 
•aawcrcd  the  juat  espcetationa  of  tbe  naiion^— 
Aad  night  not  the  quoation  with  greater  proprieiy 
be  put  to  hla  majedy'a  coanDawlcn  in  America^ 
A  due  deference  lo  <vfaom,  *e  traat,  will  be 
thought  the  moat  decent  apology  fur  our  waving 
tbcmcnlion  of  many  more  of  the  true  and  undcnia- 
'  bte  eaoaei  which  are  have  It  In  our  poircr  to  aa^ij^n. 
And  permit  ua  lo  add,  that  it  iaonly  from  modesty, 
aad  a  wiah  to  avoid  both  the  appearance  ind  im- 
*  pntation  of  aelfiah  oateniation,  that  we  decline 
catering  into  a  pariicuUr  enumeration  of  auch 
proofaof  allrgiance  and  fidelity,  ftom  the  conduct 
■■d  anfTcrtnga  of  American  loyalitta,  aa  have  never 
baen  equalled  by  any  people,  in  any  age,  or  in  any 
eenntry.  We  cannot,  hovever,  refrain  from  hinting 
«t(oneineonte*tible  advantage*  the  loyaliais  have 
been  of,  in  affording  aoppliea  to  tbe  tojil  army, 
—by  acting  aa  gvidea  and  piloti,  and  (inde- 
pendent of  thoae  employed  in  the  provincial  line) 
ai  militia  and  partisan  iroopa.  Aa  corpt  of  Refu- 
gee*, they  have  been  loo  oRen  dialinguiilitd  by 
tbe  leal  and  galUutry  of  llietr  behavior,  to  need 
the  meniion  of  any  particular  in atancei  if  ibry  didj 
we  might  refer  to  the  affair  of  the  Olock-liouai, 
opposite  Port  Knypbauten,  where  captain  W,rd, 
with  about  70  Kefugeei,  wiibttood  and  repulied 
the  attack  of  gcDeral  Wayne,  at  the  heact  of  three 
oboaen  brigidei  uf  continental*.  Aa  a  miliiii, 
acting  by  themaelvea  (for  vre  take  no  notice  oi 
the  many  thouianda  that,  at  difcrent  tlmca,  par 
ticularly  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  havt 
altaobed  themielve*  lo  the  ro)'U  armyj  a  mall 


ptrty,  aome  time  ago,  under  the  commmd  of  one 
Ilunnion,  went  fVom  I^mg  laland  to  ConnfKtieitt, 
and  there  «tirpri«ed  and  took  priioner  a  rebel 
major  general,  named  Sillimaa,  and  acvearl  oilier 

A  party  of  ffltlitia  also  not  long  ago  went  from 
Wilmington,  m  Korlh  Carolina,'60  or  TO  mil<« 
Inio  ihe  country,  and  toiik  majur  general  A*l.c. 
wilb  two  or  three  6eld  oflicera,  and  aome  oilet 
pcraon*,  and   brought  them  priaonera  to  hia  mi- 
jfsty'a  garriaon  at  Wilmington.    Another  patty  of 
miliiia  lately  went  near  300  milea  up  into   iho 
country  from  Wilmingtim,  to  a  place  called  Hi'.li- 
borough,  and   with  a  body  of  6  or  700  miliiia, 
I'.tacked  a  party  of  rebel  troops,  who  were  there 
liS  a  guard  to  tbe  retxl  legiaUture,  then  attiirg 
at  that  place,  and  took  the  rebel  governor,  Mr- 
Burke,  aeveral  of  hia  counril,  U  continental  ofi- 
cen,  and  about  130  of  tlic  truupa  prisoner*,  whon 
llie  militia  delivered  to  major  Craig,  who  com- 
mandcd  Ihe  king'a  troop*  at  Wilmington.    Other 
voluntary  alerla,  preformed  by  the  loyaliiti  iit 
South  Carolina  and  elsewhere,  rolgbt  be  mentioned 
without  number.    Surrly  lucb  are  not  tinddftiatiUt 
We  defy,  the  moil  incrcduloui  oppoaer  of  Ameri> 
■n  loyalty,  a*  well  as  tbe  mo«  determined  ad- 
ocate  for  congrcaalonal  usurpation,  lo  point  out 
•ingle  inalanec  wherein  the  like  haa  beai  done, 
r  attempted  by  the  rebel  niliiiat  or  that  tbqr 
uve  in  any  inaiance  voluntarily  aiacmhled  uisuch 
number*,  or  attempted  any  military  acbievementa 
batever,  without  the  expreaa  order*  and  coercion 
of  their  tyrannical  ruler*. 

The  establishing  civil  govemmeni,  and  formii-.g 
militia  in  a  colony  aa  aoon  ai  the  rebel  army  i* 
drove  out  of  it,  is  the  beak  measure  that  can  be 
adopiad  to  make  Ihe  loyal  inhabitant*  importantly 
useful  to  Ihe  fcing'a  Interest.  It  1*  the  higbeat 
potltieal  absurdity  that  ever  was  thought  of,  ta 
imagine  that  a  colony  i*  to  be  retained,  and  the 
peace  and  good  order  of  government  reitnred  by  • 
Ihe  faro*  of  arma  and  martial  law,  and  that  loo 
without  Ike  partial  aid  and  concurrence  of  it* 
inhabitant*.  And  it  ii  equally  prepoalcroua  to  ex< 
peet  that  aid  and  co:icurrc-Jce,  wiiluiil  some 
regatd  ia  paid  to  the  prrjiidices  anil  iucliiutiniis 
of  Ihe  people.  They  tlionlJ  be  treated  with 
cimfidence  and  honored  wilIi  noiice,  by  being 
appointed  to  all  offices  of  civil  (•ovenimiMa.  TJic 
protecting  authority  and  periiusive  influince  of 
which  i*  tlic  only  meaiure  thai  can  eiiend  to,  and 
canneci  the  people  of  a  Britikh  province  in  une 
CMBOiOB  bitcrcn  and   voluatarj-  subnui.v\tK.-    ^- 
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province,  thus  restored  to  the  influence  of  civil 
govemment,  snd  the  exertioas  of  the  militti,  the 
natural  force  of  the  country,  the  Voyal  amy  might 
proceed  to  the  next,  ever  keeping  the  rebel  f^^rces 
in  front.  Thus,  province  after  province  might  and 
vould  be  speedily  reclaimed  to  their  former  happy 
and  most  eligible  situation  of  British  subjects. 

The  policy  of  prosecating  the  American  war  is 
ftrikingljf^abvious  for  more  reasons,  hot  particularly 
as  it  affords  the  most  encouraging  hope  that  can 
possibly  be  held  out  to  his  majesty  loyalists  to 
persevere  in  their  principles  and  exertions,  at  the 
isir.e  time  that  it  affords  a  number  of  safe  porta  to 
the  royal  navy  during  the  war.  It  is  siso  political, 
in  order  to  prevent  vast  numbers  of  distressed  peo- 
ple fi'om  going  to  England,  and  throwing  them- 
selves and  fumilies,  helpless  and  ruined,  upon  na- 
tional bounty  for  maintenance  and  support.    It  is 


and  must  continue  to  be,  from  tlie  mutual  vmli 
and  supplies  of  each  other,  it  would  be  folly  lo 
imsgine,  but  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Que* 
bee,  and  the  Islands,  would,  from  various  mo- 
tives, and  with  different  views,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, contribute  in  some  measure  towards 
facilitating  their  own  reduction,  and  hastening  the 
surrender  to  some  other  power.  If  Grei^t  Britsii 
can  maintain  a  naval  superiority  io  the  Ameri- 
can seas,  the  continent,  with  pr^tper  conduct,  is 
undotibtedly  retainable.  If  she  cannot,  her  insalsr 
possessions  in  America  are  still  less  tenable  than 
her  continental;  for  this  plain  reason,  that  the 
former  are  more  assailable  by  naval  force  thsa 
the  latter.  Consequently,  the  prosecution  of  the 
American  war  with  magnanimity  and  vigour  ap- 
pears to  tu  the  best,  if  not  the  only  meaaure  for 
re-animating  his  majesty's  loyaliats  in  America,  to 
a  strenuous  exertion  of  their  most  distinguisbed 
-humane  and  just,  from  a  consideration  of  the  ^endeavors,  for  discouraging  the  efforts  of  the  rebeU 
repeated  declarations  that  have  been  made,  that  l  ^^^  dispiriting  the  hostile  powers  of  Burope,  aad 
•«it  was  the  gr»ci.JU8  and  arm  resolution  of  his  ma-l  for  mainuining  the  dignity,  and  preserving  the 


jesty  and  the  British  nation  to  persevere,  in  every 
just  and  necessary  measure,  for  the  redemption  of 
his  majest}''s  faithful  American  subjects  flt>m  the 
tyranny  and  oppression  of  congress,  and  restoring 
them  to  the  protection  and  benefit  of  British  laws." 
The  importance  the  possession  of  some  part,  if  not 
the  whole  of  the  revolted  colonies,  must  be  of,  as 
an  asylum  for  loyalists,  as  well  as  the  weight  it 
would  be  of  in  fixing  the  preliminary  articles, 
and  influencing  the  definitive  treaty,  whenever 
such  an  event  should  take  place,  strongly  enforces 
the  political  pntpriety  and  necessity  of  the  Ameri- 
can war.  It  also  appears  lo  be  a  political  and  neces- 
sary measure,  in  order  to  detain  the  rebel  forces 


exterior  territories  of  the  British  nation  and  €■• 

pire. 

Relying  with  the  fullest  confidence  upon  na- 
tional justice  and  compaaaion  to  our  fidelity  snd 
distresses,  we  can  entertain  no  doubta  but  that 
Great  Britain  will  prevent  the  ruin  of  her  Ameri- 
can friends,  at  every  risk  short  of  certain  destruc- 
tion to  herself.  But  if  compelled,  by  adversity  of 
misfortune,  from  the  wicked  and  pefidious  com- 
binations and  designs  of  numerous  and  powerful 
enemies  abroad,  and  more  criminal  and  dhngerous 
enemies  at  home,  an  idea  should  be  formed  by 
Great  Britain  of  relinquishing  her  American  colo- 


in  the  revolted  coloniesi  for  there  can  be  to  doubt, !  niea  to  the  usurpation  of  congre«a,  we  thus  solemnly 
if  his  majesty's  troops  were  withdrawn  from  thence,  ]c*ll  ^od  to  witness,  that  we  think  the  colonies 


but  their  %'iews  and  operations  would  be  imme- 
diately  turned  towards  the  province  of  Quebec  to 
tlie  northward,  and  the  British  Wes*.  India  islands 


can  never  be  so  happy  or  so  free  as  in  a  coostiiu* 
tional  connexion  with,  and  dependence  on  Great 
Britain;  convinced,  as  we  are,  that  to  be  a  Bhti^ 


to  the  Koutliwurd,  and  when  the  contiguiiy  of  the,' subject,  with  all  its' consequences,  is  to  be  the 
one,  and  ihc  proximity  of  the  others  to  the  revolted 'happiest  and  freest  member  of  any  civil  society 
colonies  i:»  considercrl,  ii  is  not  improbable  to  sup-  in  the  known  world— we,  therefore,  in  justice  to 
posr,  from  the  connexion  now  bub&isiing  between! our  members,  in  duty  to  ourselves,  axtd  in  fidelity 
America  und  l>ance,  Spain  and  Holland,  but  that, 'to  our  posterity,  must  not,  cannot  refrain  from 

I 

by  tlifc  united  forces  of  those  powers  in  those '  making  this  public  declaration  and  appeal  to  the 
S(!jiircnt  islands,  CO  o«<frxting  wiih  the  Americans,  •  faithful  subjects  of  every  government,  and  the 
tliat  '.he  British  island:*  must  be  immediutcly  taken;  compassionate  sovt reign  of  every  people,  in  eveiy 
and  that  all  the  continental  possessions  of  Great 'nation  and  kingdom  of  the  world,  that  our  pnnci* 
B'itain  would  s  >on  uftcr  be  irrecoverably  lost.  If  pies  are  the  principles  of  the  virtuous  and  free; 
«re  take  into  our  viea-  the  efTcct  the  evacuation  of :  that  our  sufTerings  are  the  sufferings  of  unprotected 
America  must  have  upon  the  minds  of  people,  (loyalty,  and  persecuted  fidelity;  that  our  cause  is 
aud  the  unavoidable  intercourse  there  has  been,  j  the  cause  of  legal  aud  csnstituuondl  government, 
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sor 


tlirougkout  the  world;  that,  oppoied  by  principle'* 
«f  re publicanimi,  and  eonvineedy  fhnn  recent  ob- 
senratioD,  that  brutal  violence,  mercileia  aererity, 
rclenlleia  cruelty,  and  diacretionary  outrages  are 
the  diftinguished  traite  and  ruling  prineiplea  of 
tbe  present  system  of  congressional  republicanism, 
our  iTersion  is  unconquerable,  irreconcileable.— 
That  wt  are  attached  to  monarchical  government, 
ftom  past  and  happy  experience— by  duty,  and  by 
choice.  That,  to  oppose  insurrections,  and  to 
listen  to  the  requests  of  people  so  circumstanced 
M  we  are,  is  the  common  interest  of  all  mankind 
in  civil  society.  That  to  support  our  rights,  is 
to  support  the  rights  of  every  subject  of  legsl  go- 
TCmment;  and  that  to  afTord  us  relief,  is  at  once 
the  duty  and  security  of  every  prince  and  sovereign 
on  eartli.  Our  sppeal,  therripi-e,  b  just;  and  our 
claim   to  sid    and  assistance  is   extensive   and 


any  power  in  Europe,  to  the  mortifying  debasement 
of  a  state  of  slavery,  and  a  \i(t  of  insult,  under  the 
tyranny  of  congressional  usurpation. 

Baltimokk,  Jul^  so,  ir$2. 

Yesterday  a  deputation  of  the  merchants  of  tlii» 
town,  wilted  upon  his  excellency  Count  ub  Ro- 
CHAviiAD,  and  presented  him  the  following  ad- 
dress, expressing  their  grateful  sentiments  of 
hU  very  polite  attention  to  their  request  for 
protection  of  the  trade,  &e. 

Ta  hit  excellency  the  Covm  vi  RocniMBBAU,  com- 
mnntkr  in  chief  of  the  auxiliary  troope  of  hie  moti 
ChrieUan  mnjeety,  in  the  United  Staiet. 

We,  the  merchants  of  the  town  of  Baltimore, 
impressed  with  a  grateful  sense  of  the  important 
services  rendered  by  your  excellency,  and  the 
gallant  forces  under  your  command,  to  the  United 


universal.  But  if,  refleciing  on  the  uncertain  evenu '  states,  and  more  particularly  to  the  state  of  Mary- 


of  war,*  and  sinking  under  the  gloomy  prospect  of 
public  affairs,  from  the  divisions  and  contests  un- 
happily exialing  in  the  great  counciU  of  the  na-  f^^anner.  for  the  distinguished  aid  and  protection. 


land,  beg  Iea%'e  to  wait  upon  your  excellency,  snd 
return  you  our  most  sincere  thanks,  in  this  public 


tioc,  any  apprehensions  should  have  been  excited 
in  oor  breasts  with  respect  to  the  issue  of  the 


which  you  have,  from  time  to  timci  so  wil]in(j:ly 
afforded  to  the  commercial  interests  of  this  state. 


American  war,  we  humbly  hope  it  cannot,  even  by  i^^n^  ^^  jnfonn  yo^r  excellency,  that  we  are  happy 
the  most  Uliberal,  be  imputed  to  os  aa  an  abate,  j^  ^he  opportunity  of  paying  you  this  tribute,  so 


ment  of  our  unshaken  loyalty  to  our  most  gracious 
sovereign,  or  of  our  unalterable  predilection  in 
fkvor  of  the  British  nation  and  government,  whom 
ouy  God  long  protect  and  preserve,  if,  in  conse- 
quence  thereof,  we  thus  humbly  implore  that  your 
majesty,  and  the  parliament,  would  be  graciously 
plesscd,  in  the  tenderness  of  our  fears,  and  in  pity 
to  onr  distresses,  to  solicit,  by  your  ambassadors 
at  the  courts  of  fbreign  sovereigns,  the  aid  of  such 
powerful  and  good  allies,  aa  to  yotir  majeaty  and 
parliament,  in  your  great  wisdom  and  discretion, 
vay  seem  meet.  Or  if  such  a  meaaure  should  in 
any  manner  be  thought  incompatible  with  the 
dignity  and  interest  of  our  sovereign  and  the  na« 
tjon,  we  most  humbly  and  ardently  supplicate  and 
entreat,  that,  by  deputiea  or  ambassadors,  nominat- 
ed and  appointed  by  your  majeaty's  suffering  Ame- 
rican loyalists,  they  may  be  permitted  to  solicit  and 
obtain  from  other  nations  that  interference^  aid  and 
alliance,  which,  by  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God, 
may,  in  the  last  '/atal  and  ultimate  extreme,  save 
and  deliver  us,  his  majesty's  American  loyalists, 
who,  we  maintain,  in  every  One  of  the  colonies, 
compose  a  great  majority  of  the  inhabiUnts,  and 
those  too  the  first  in  point  of  opulence  and  conse- 
quence, from  the  ruinous  system  of  congrefsional 
independence  and  republican  tyranny,  detesting 


justly  due  to  dutinguished  merit. 

And,  permit  us,  sir,  on  this  occaaion,  to  observe, 
that  when  the  diatresses  of  this  country  rendered 
an  application  to  the  French  nation  for  assisiance 
necessary,  the  wisdom  of  your  sovereign  pointed 
out  your  excellency  as  the  grand  instrument  tu 
assist  in  our  salvation;  and,  with  gr^tiuide,  we 
remark,  that  the  objects  of  your  appointment  have 
been  fully  answered,  and  the  events  that  have 
taken  place,  since  your  happy  arrival  in  America, 
and  in  which  you  acted  so  distinguished  a  part  f  nUy 
evince  the  propriety  of  your  sovereign's  choice,  and 
the  magnanimity  of  his  intentions  towards  us— for 
we  have  seen  a  British  army,  numerous  and  well 
appointed,  become  prisoners  of  war  to  the  united 
eiertiona  of  the  combined  armies  of  France  un^i 
America— an  event  thai  was  considerably  accr ler;it- 
ed  by  the  great  experience  snd  military  tulems  of 
your  excellency,  *nd  the  valor  of  the  ofliceri*  ar.,! 
soldiers  under  your  command,  and  which,  we  tru^t, 
will  tend  eventually  to  the  esiabliMhrncni  of  the 
rights  knd  liberties  of  tliis  country,  the  puijiosei 
for  which  you  have  so  generously  drayyn  }<itir 
sword. 

And  we  beg  leave  also,  amidst  the  general  joy 
diftiised  by  the  birth  of  a  Dauphin  of  France,  t£> 


rebeUioo  as  we  do,  and  preferring  a  subjtcUoo  to  Icoagratulate  your  czaciUncy  ua  that  tus^iicioua 
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event;  and  it  it  our  fenrent  with  and  prayers,  that 
lie  may  long  live  to  tread  the  fbotitept  of  hii 
illuttriout  father,  in  being  the  friend  of  the  dii- 
tretsed,  and  the  advocate  for  the  libertlca  of  man- 
kind. 

In  hopes  that  your  excellency  will  enjoy  health 
and  happiness,  while  you  reside  among  us,  and  on 
return  to  your  native  country,  may  you  be  rewarded 
by  your  sovereign,  in  proportion  to  your  merits  and 
tervices— we  remain,  with  sentiments  of  gratitude 
and  esteem,  on  behalf  of  the  merchants  of  Balti. 
more,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servants, 

SAMUEL  PURVIANCB, 
RICHARD  CURSON. 
SAMUEL  SMITH, 
MARK  PRINGLE, 
WILLIAM  PATTERSON. 

Baltimokb,  Jh^  29, 17BS. 
To  which  his  excellency  was  pleased  to  return  the 

following  answer: 
T9  the  wrchanU  rf  the  tefwn  ^  BeUtinure. 
GmTLixiM — The  intentions  of  the  king,  my 
msster,  towards  bis  foithful  allies,  being  that  his 
auxiliary  troops  should  not  only  protect  the  liber- 
ties of  the  United  States,  but  watch  over  their 
commercisl  interests,  as  often  and  as  much  as  it 
would  he  in  their  power,  I  have  fielt  a  peculiar 
pleasure  to  bsive  been  able  to  render  some  ser- 


I  flatter  myself  that  they  will  ninintaiB,  with 
you,  that  good  understanding,  and  harmony  tfsm- 
limenis,  which  we  have  been  happy  enough  to  ex- 
perience, till  now,  from  your  fellow -citisens  ii  tit 
different  sUtes.    LE  CTR  DE  ROCHAMREAU. 

Aa>AroLis,  AmguMt  15,  1783. 
On  Saturday  last  arrived  in  thia  city,  on  a  vint 
to  our  governor,  his  excellency  Count  Rochamba^ 
commander  in  chief  of  the  aoxiliarj  army  m  the 
United  States,  accompMied  by  the  Count  UOIss 
and  several  other  French  officers  of  distinction,  sii 
on  Monday  morning  set  out  on  his  return  to  Bslfr 
more. 

T9  Ma  excellency  Coust  Rocbambiav,  etwnmanierm 

chief  9/ the  tnixiUarf  armjf  in  the  Uniud  Siatet. 
The  address  of  il«  governor  and  council  of  tte 

stale  of  Maryland. 

Anvarous,  Jugvei  11,  ITU 

Sim— It  is  with  singular  pletsare,  that  the  exfco* 
tive  of  Maryland  embrace  the  opportunity  afibr^ 
ed  by  your  arrival  in  this  city,  of  offering  year 
excellency  every  mark  of  esteem  and  respect. 


Accept,  sir,  otir  warmest  thanks  for  the 
guished  part  you  sustained  in  the  reduction  sf 
Yorki  to  the  wisdom  of  your  counsels,  the  vigoor 
of  your  conduct,  the  bravery  of  the  troops  md« 
your  command,  and  to  the  judicioua  exertion  of 
the  Count  de  Grasse,  the  success  obtained  by  the 

vices  to  your  state:    The  noblest  reward  for  mel^uj^^  ^„y  ..^  j„  ^^^^^^  ^tgttt.  to  be  attributed. 

is,  without  doubt,  the  approbation  of  such  a  re- ' 


spectable  body  of  citizens. 

The  praises  which  you  are  pleased  to  bestow  on 
my  conduct,  and  that  of  the  ofiicers  and  soldiers 
under  my  command,  are  due,  in  a  great  measure, 
to  his  excellency  general  Washington,  and  his 
army,  to  whose  exertions  we  have  bad  the  honor 
to  co-operate,  in  the  reduction  of  the  British  army 
at  York-Town. 


We  are  happy  to  as&ure  your  excellency,  that 
the  people  of  this  state,  deeply  interested  in  eveiy 
event  which  can  promote  the  felicity  of  your 
illustrious  monarch,  or  his  kingdom,  received,  with 
the  most  lively  demonstrations  of  joy,  the  account 
of  the  birth  of  a  Dauphin:  That  the  ytning  prince 
may  emulate  the  virtues,  and  inherit  the  dominions 
of  his  royal  father,  and  that  the  union,  founded  on 
the  most  generous  equality,  and  cemented  by  the 
blood  of  both  nations,  nay  endure  forever,  is  our 
fervent  wish;  the  incidents  of  war  have  only  more 
strongly  united  our  affections,  and  we  doubt  not. 


My  sovereign  will  certainly  be  impressed  with 
a  grateful  sense  of  the  gencrsl  joy  which  has  been 

diffused  among  the  people  of  all  ranks  in  the  Unit. !  ^1,,^  ^^g  ^^^jj^^j  spj^j*  ^^  prancc,  wiUi  her  numeroui 
ed  States,  upon  the  birth  of  an  heir  to  his  king- [  r„ourccs,  will  soon  humbie  the  pride  of  our  coia- 
doro.    I  shall  not  fail  to  make  him  acquainted  with   ^^^  enemy 
your  patriotic  and  generoud  wishes. 


1  embrace  with  pleasure,  gentlemen,  this  oc- 


The  ready  protection  afforded  by  your  excellency 
io  the  commerce  of  Maryland,  demands  our  grate. 


cssion,  to  render  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the .  ful  acknowledgments;  the  decorum  and  cxemplaiy 
readineas  with  which  you  have  taken  in  your  houses  discipline  observed  by  }Gur  troops,  on  their  march 
our  staff-officers  and  others,  whose  duty  and  station  .'through  th^  siate,  have  given  entire  aatiafaciion  to 
renders  the  convenience  of  s  house  sbsolutely  ne-  .our  citizens;  our  duty  and  inelination  will  prumpt 
cessary  to  them.  I  us  to  do.  every  ihlng  in  our  power  for  their  coo* 
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venienccj  and  we  rcqiieit  your  excellency  to  com- 
■utnicate  to  the  generals  and  other  cfficen  of  your 
vmy.  the  high  tense  we  entertain  of  their  merit} 
«id  the  afTeclion  and  regard  we  have  for  their  per> 
flooa  and  cluracters. 

In  behalf  of  the  executive* 

THOMAS  S.  LEE. 

11%  hit  exteUency  the  governor,  and  the  honorable 
council  of  the  otale  ofMarjfland. 

Ahnipolts,  An^it  11, 1783. 
I  am  very  lensible  of  the  marks  of  friendship  and 
aflfection  that  I  receive  from  his  excellency  the  go- 
Temor,  and  the  honorahle  council  of  the  state  of 
Maryland. 

If  we  have  been  happy  enough  to  contribute  to 
wards  the  success  of  their  arms,  under  our  com 
nander  in  chief,  his  excellency  general  Washing 
ton,  we  receive  the  roost  flattering  marks  of  ap- 
probation, by  the  very  cordial  reception  the  Frencli 
army  meet  with  from  all  the  inhabiunu  of  this 
sUte. 

Tlie  great  joy  and  interests  they  have  been 
pleased  to  show,  on  account  of  the  birth  of  the 
Dauphin,  will,  undoubteJIy.  be  very  agreeable  to 
the  king  my  master;  he  will  be  equally  flattered 
at  the  warmth  witli  which  the  state  of  Maryland 
lupport  their  alliance,  and  wish  it  to  be  lasting. 

The  strict  discipline  of  the  troops,  is  the  least 
■urk  of  gratitude  that  we  could  give  to  a  state 
ftom  which  we  receive  so  many  proofs  of  attach- 
nent  and  friendship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  and  most 
Iwmble  servant, 

LK  COMPTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  AN  ORATION 

Delivered  before  his  excellency  the  governor  of 

South  Carolina,  and  a  number  of  other  gentlemen, 

on  Monday,  Uie  fburtli  of  July,  1785,  being  the 

celebration  of  American  independence— by  the 

late  Dr.  Ladd. 

«^«llyc  yonr  drildmi  of  it,  nd  let  yoar  duldrao  leU  tkdr  •Ul- 
,aad  their  ekilriicn 


A  prophet  divinely  inspired,  and  dieeply  impret- 
aed,  with  the  iroporUnce  of  an  event  which  had 
just  Uken  place,  breaks  into  this  exclamation-- 
an  exclamation  happily  adapted  to  the  present  oc- 
caaioni  tending  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of 
an  event  which  is  written  upon  the  heart  of  every 
true  American — every  friend  to  his  country. 

When  we  consider  this  as  the  natal  anniversary 
af  our  infant  em^rc,  we  shall  ever  be  led  lo  call 


into  grateful  recollection  the  fiithers  of  our  inde* 
pendence:  those  to  whom  (under  God)  we  are  in- 
debted for  our  political  existence  and  salvation  • 
A  short  eulogium  upon  them,  their  merits,  and 
their  honors,  will  be  the  subject  of  the  present  dis« 
course;  for  what  more  happy  subject  can  be  chosen 
on  this  day,  than  the  great  authors  of  our  liberty? 
they!  who  **digged  It  ovt  with  their  sword&!"— • 
who,  in  the  grim  face  of  death,  amidst  perils  innu- 
merable, gave  the  purchase  of  their  blood— trho 
built  it  upon  their  tombs,  and  whose  spirits,  bend- 
ing from  the  sky,  point  with  pleasure  to  its  foun- 
dation. But  where  am  I?  Fairy  scenes  open  around 
me,  and  I  seem  to  press  the  ground  of  enchantment. 
Behold  yon  vut  structure,  which  towers  to  the 
very  heavens!  Is  it  not  cemented  with  blood,  and 
built  upon  the  slaughtered  carcase  of  many  a  gal- 
lant soldier?  on  ils  broad  front,  AMERICAN  IN- 
DEPENDENCE shines  conspicuous,  in  charactert 
of  crimson!— surrounding  nature  appears  animated! 
(he  very  tombs  accost  the  traveller,  and  seemhigly 
repeat— 

*How  beaQtiful  it  death  when  eani*d  hf  Tittae! 
Who  would  not  tkep  with  tbote?  what  pitj  is  it 
That  wccsB  di«  hut  ooeeto  lave  oar  oonmxyV* 

Add,  Con, 

•  •  o  o  o 

The  eventful  hiatory  of  our  great  revolution,  is 
pregnant  witli  many  a  source  of  sublime  astonish- 
ment! '  Succeeding  ages  shall  turn  the  historic 
page,  and  catch  inspiration  from  the  era  of  1776; 
they  shall  bow  to  the  rising  glory  of  America;  and 
Rome,  once  mistress  of  the  world,  shall  fade  on 
their  remembrance. 

The  commencement  of  our  struggles,  their  pro* 
gress,  and  their  periods,  will  furnish  a  useful  les* 
son  to  posterity— they  will  teach  them  that  men- 
desperate  for  fk^edom — united  in  virtue— and  as- 
sisted by  ilie  God  of  armies,  can  never  be  subdued. 
The  youthful  warrior — the  rising  politician,  will 
tremble  at  the  retrospect,  and  turn  pale  at  the 
amazing  story.  America— the  infant  America,  all 
defenceless  as  she  is,  is  invaded  by  a  moat  powerful 
natirin;  her  plains  covered  by  disciplined  armies, 
her  harbors  crowded  with  hostile  fleets.  Destitute 
of  armsi  destitute  r.f  ammunition;  with  no  discipline 
but  their  virtue,  and  no  general  but  THEIR  GOD^ 
behold  our  brave  countrymen  arising  to  resistance 
—see  the  first  encroachments  of  hostility  withstood 
at  Lexington;  and  O  Britain!  write  that  page  of  thy 
history  io  crimson,  and  margin  it  with  black,  for 
thy  troops  fled!— routed  with  stones*  with  dubi, 
and  every  ignominious  weapon— they  fled  from 
our  womtD;  they  were  defeated  bj  our  children. 
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At  this  very  time,  a  member  of  the  Britjib  par- 
liament could  af tert  in  open  day,  that  a  tingle  re* 
giment  of  di«iciplined  troo|ti  would  march  thro' 
America,  and  crush  the  rebels  to  subjection.  The 
experiment  was  tried;  it  was  reiterated,  and  the 
sticcess  was  CYrry  way  worthy  of  the  rash  attempt. 
Such  has  the  inconsistency  been  of  theory  and 
pr&ctice,  relative  to  American  subjugation. 

But  were  freemen— were  Americans  to  be  inti 
midated  by  the  military  parade  of  hostile  regi- 
ments? Answer,  ye  Britoi^s!  for  by  a  bUotlg  expc- 
wienee,  have  ye  been  taught  the  rererae;  by  a  blootfy 
experience  were  ye  taught  never  to  oppose  men 
desperate  for  their  country;  and  by  that  blp^dy 
experience  will  your  children,  and  your  children^ 
children  acquire  instniction.  They  will  learn  wisdom 
from  iliehistory  of  defenceless  Americans,  who  when 
threatened  with  the  loss  of  their  liberties,  (liber- 
ties! which  were  coeval  with  their  existence,  and 
dearer  than  their  lives)  arose  in  resistance,  am* 
were  nerved  by  desperation!  what  was  the  conse- 


quence? the  invaders  were  repulsed,  their  armies  ^J»c  reverse:  it  is  the  highest  acme  of  mtUtarjaa. 


this,  what  mortals  could  witbitand?  for  it  i* 
in  the  volumes  of  eternity^  tbmt  even  Britain  ikal 
hardy,  that  gallant  natioa*  wat  unequal  It  Ae 
conflict. 

•  •  •  •  • 

Tet,  while  we  justly  admire  the  rmlor  and  w» 
cess  of  our  veteran  armies,  let  ua  ahed  one  tear  ts 
the  memory  of  those  "unfortunately  bravc^"  vte 
were  martjrrs  in  common  eausei  and,  while  weciU- 
brate  their  actions— while  we  glory  in  their  YS^ 
tues— let  us  deplore  the  catastropbep  and  lamest 
their  misfortunes. 

What  catastrophe?  what  miafbrtanes?  Farta 
cne,  my  respected  auditors.  l«et  your  iadulgcM 
bosoms  plead  in  my  flavor;  and  remember,  that  the 
timid  perturbation  of  a  young  orator^  before  so 
aiif^ust  an  assembly,  must  lead  him  hito  frequest 
improprieties.  I  aaid  we  should  lament  their  ais- 
fortunes.  I  beg  leave  to  correct  that  too  hasty 
expressiooi  for  surely  it  is  «o  xisraunnii  to  the 
brave  man,  that  he  htadied  for  hie  country.  Qaitt 


captured,  their  strong  works  demolished,  and  their 
fleets  driven  back.  Behold  the  terrible  flag,  that 
glory  of  Great  Britain,  drooping  all  tarnished  from 
the  mast,  bewails  its  sullied  honors. 

This,  my  countr}'men,  by  assistance  superhuman, 
have  we  at  length  accomplished— I  say  superhu- 
man assistance,  for  one  of  us  has  **chateJ  a  thoH* 
tand,  and  ten  put  ten  thautand  to  Jtight.  The  Lard  of 
hoatf  i9as  on  ottrride,  the  God  of  the  armiet  of  Itrnelf** 
and  at  every  blow  we  were  ready  to  exclaim  with 
.qlorious  exultation,  **The  rword  of  the  lord  and  tf 
Washington** 

•  •  •  •  • 

Yet  how  did  even  America  despair,  when  the 
protecting  hand  of  her  GREAT  LEADER  was  one 
moment  withheld!  Witness  our  veteran  army  re- 
treating through  the  Jerseys;  an  almost  total  with- 
ering to  our  hopes,  while  America  trembled  with 
expectation— trembled!  tho*  shielded  and  protect, 
ed  by  the  KIXG  OF  KIXGS,  and  her  beloved 
WAsamoTov. 

But  brilliant,  rapid,  and  successive  have  our  con- 
quests been;  while  the  gloomy  *Himt%  that  try  men*t 
oouIm**  were  few,  and  of  short  duration.  America, 
bom  to  be  independent,  gathered  strength  amidst 
aurrounding  difficulties.  She  rose,  like  Antzus, 
vigorous  from  every  fall.  Her  resentment  was  ac- 
companied by  the  winged  bolt  of  destruction.  It 
flashed,  like  lightning  from  heaven,  against  her 


bition,  and  plays  around  the  aoldier'a  chafiets 
with  a  sun -beam  of  never  ending  glory. 


•Tke  gaOaM  MM  ilKMRh  iMa  hi  flgkt  kt  Isb 
Tet  Irttvetkit  covMry  lafe,  hit  HMiQa  Abbs 
Bnttiu  a  4ebc  •■  an  tiK  cmrfU  «ai«v 
Hii  owB  bnve  Meoii  diSU  gfanr  failfli  ftie, 
Hit  wife  live  hnasrM  sU  hh  wif  wf f uij 
And  lata  poiterity  eiyof  thedrai.** 

•  •  •  •  • 

The /a//  of  the  brave  man  is  by  no  means  the 
death  of  the  vulgar:  it  is  the  birth- day  of  his  glory, 
and  opens  to  a  blessed  immortality.  There  the 
hoary  warrior  who  has  learned  the  rudiments  of 
his  profession  under  Washington  or  Wolfe,  Moat- 
calm  or  the  great  Montgomery,  ahall  then  coffl* 
mence  his  soldiership;  then,  enlisted  in  ihc  arraiet 
of  MICHAEL,  that  archangelic  chiefUin.  he  shall 
flght  the  battles  of  the  Lord:  nor  shall  bu  earthly 
fame  beunremcmbered,but,  when  the  historic  lest 
shall  shiver  in  the  blaze— when  ali  human  work'9 
the  gp'cat  Utiad  itself,  receive  their  flnish  from. the 
Are,  the  soldier's  memory  muit  survive,  for  U  is  re- 
gistered in  heaven. 

Yes!  ye  shall  live  in  fame,  ye  shades  of  Warren, 
of  Mercer,  of  Laurens,  and  the  brave  Montgomeryf 
and  when  in  remotest  ages,  posterity  ahall  call 
forth  every  distinguishing  characteristic  of  humM 
excellence,  the  genius  of  your  country  ahall  bead 
his  drooping  head,  and  one  tear,  one  grateful  tear 
be  shed  to  your  remembrance.    Then  the  yonsp 


warrior,  emulous  of  your  fates  and  your  fame,  shsU 
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in  fpecnUtion.    It  contradicts  oor  habits  and  opi-t  in  the  full  splendor  of  meridian  glories,  he  can 


Bions  in  every  other  transaction  of  life.  Do  we 
feel  his  burning  soul*-and  while  he  unsheathsthe 
patriotic  blade,  he  shall  exclaim  with  transport— 
'How  bcsutiral  U  deith  wbea  eamM  \f/  Tiftiie.* 
But  pesee  to  your  manes,  ye  dear  departed 
brethren!  ye  have  trodden  the  path  of  honor  before 
US;  and  obtained  the  crown  of  glory.  Brethren, 
it  is  all  your  own,  for  bravely  did  ye  obtain  it.  | 
Bfay  the  green  sod  lie  light  on  your  breasts,  and 
sweet  your  slumbers  be  in  the  dark  bouse  appoint- 
cd  for  all  living. 

80  deep  tfie  brave  who  rink  to  reit, 
With  iU  thnr  coontiy't  witba  blett; 
When  tprinc,  with  dewy  fingrn  eold, 
Beturni  to  deck  th«tr  baHow'd  noald. 
She  thfT*  ihall  dratft  t  tweeter  tod 
Thto  IhneyH  ftet  htTe  ever  trod. 
Bf  Mry  hands  thdr  koell  is  roagt 
By  forms  unseen  their  dirge  it  sung; 
There  honor  comes,  t  pi^m  grej, 
To  Mess  the  turf  that  wraps  their  elaj, 
And/rcetfam  shall  a  while  repair, 
To  dwell  a  weepinc  kermit  tbcic.*^— r«<//»f. 

But  we  turn  to  take  a  view  of  those  worthy  au- 
thors gf  our  independence,  who  have  survived  the 
contest,— A  hvin^  patriot/    Where  is  the  bosom 
that  do^  dot  vibrate  with  pleasure  at  the  sound? 
The  dead  can  only  receive  the  tribute  of  remem- 
brance; and  long  shall  they  possess  it:  but  the  Hinnjf 
are  entitled  to  our  warmest  thanks,  our  united 
benedictions.-*Here  wordi  must  fail;  lor  who  can 
duly  praise  the  living  patriots  of  America?    Alas! 
barely  to  recount  their  names,  their  merittf,  and 
their  honors,  would  exhaust  the  powers  of  langusge; 
to  ilo  them  justice  is  above  all  Ciceronian  rhetoric, 
and  calls  for  the  eloquence  of  ang'els. 


never  be  lost  to  his  country— we  see  him  in  our  li- 
berties, and  shall  forever  see  him,  whil^  thai  OPUS 
MAGHUM,  the  independence  of  America,  remains 
in  existence. 

Where  are  those  who  admire  the  unexampled 
patriot*  and  "in  whoae  ears  the  name  of  a  soldier 
sounds  like  the  name  of  a  friend?"  O  that  upon 
[  this  day  ye  would  join  your  friendly  voices  with 
mine*  to  eternise  the  name  of  Washington!— The 
august  veteran  of  Prussia  has  himself  led  the  way, 
and  ltd  it  upon  everlasting  record,  that  ^Frederic 
1MU  the  9ldett  general  in  Eurepe,  -when  Waehington 
•mat  the greaiett general  up9n earth* 


ff 


But  I  proceed  to  pay  that  attention  due  to  the 
memory  of  another  distinguished  character:  For 
to  what  is  America  mor^  indebted  than  to  the  gal* 
lant  exertions  of  her  beloved  Greene?  in  whose 
amiable  characttcr  the  great  soldier  and  the  good 
citizen  are  so  conspicuously  blended— Long  shall 
this  country  in  particular  retain  his  memory— long 
asthe  palmetto,  that  emblematic  tree,  shall  flourish 
in  Carolina. 

*To  thee,  O  Oreeae,cach  nnte  her  tribute  pays, 
Great  ehirftainf  erown'd  with  nerer-flMliiig  hays; 
Thy  worth  thy  country,  vnx  grateful,  owns. 
Her  first  of  warriors  and  her  best  of  sons.** 


Tou,  and  you,  with  a  very  respectable  part  of  my 
audience,  have  fronted  danger  in  the  bloody  field. 
-«With  a  truly  masonic  fortitude  have  we  assisted 
in  the  structure  of  our  independence;  and  ye  will 
tell  the  etwy  to  yeur  children^  and  your  children  thall 
UU  their  children^  and  their  children  another  genera 
Mon,  Thus  shall  your  honors  succeed  with  undi- 
minished lustre  to  posterity:  and  future  writers 
ihall  praise  the  brave  nan,  and  crown  their  eulo- 
(lum  with— "Ait  father  -mat  an  American:* 

Allow  me,  my  auditors,  one  claim  on  yt)ur  atten- 
;ioo  to  the  beloved  name  of  Washington;  for  how, 
ipon  a  celebration  like  this,  can  the  name  of  Wash- 
ngton  be  distant?  he,  whose  unbiassed  virtue,  firm 
latriotism,  unequalled  abilities,  and  steady  perse 

crance,  are  written  upon  the  hearts  of  his  breth-  ._  .  ^      , 

^' — Though  retir.'sd  from  the  theatre  of  action,  (country's  honors— honors,  which  he  hss  most  brav^- 


•  •  •  •  • 

But  see  the  long  list!  upon  which  the  names  of 
Gates,  Lincoln,  the  brave  Stark,  and  the  gallant 
Wayne  are  conspicuously  lettered!  Men  whose 
names  shall  descend  to  posterity  with  co-eternal 
honor;  among  them  shall  the  brave  Sullivan  be  of- 
ten mentioned;  and  the  name  of  St.  Clair,  though 
sullied  by  malign. censure,  will  shine  untarnished 
there;  and  there  shall  the  venerable  name  of  Put- 
nam be  found,  that  hoary  chieftain,  who, 

*The  fame  of  battle  spnwl. 

When  foacscore  years  had  hianchM  his  horelM  head.** 

But  there  is  no  end  of  this!  the  list  of  deserv- 
ing chsracters  is  swelling  to  my  view,  snd  I  shall 
grow  hoarse  in  repeating  it|  I  will  therefore  quit 
the  attempt,  and  hasten  to  conclude: 

*For  shoaU  I  strive  to  mention  ev*ry  name. 
With  wbieh  my  eoontry  swells  the  listof  fhme, 
Anddst  the  labor  of  the  ardaoui  tale. 
My  time,  my  periods,  and  my  voice  woold  Cril.*  * 


Previous  to  my  quitting  this  subject,  permit  me, 
gentlemen  of  South  Carolina,  to  observe,  that  the 
very  man  who  fills  the  seat  of  your  government 
for  the  present  year,  must  long  remain  hig!i  in  his 
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1y  acquired. -*The  g^tlUnt  defence  of  Fort  Moultrie       Most  oF  tbe  prcf#int  difScultiea  of  this  enortiy 


win  decorate  the  page  of  mtoy  a  future  bittor}', 
and  };ive  at  once  immortml  fame  to  the  hero  and 
historian. 

And  now,  my  most  respected  avditors,  having 
in  some  measure  paid  our  debt  of  acknowledgment 


arise  from  the  weakness  and  other  defects  of  «v 
goTemments. 

My  business  at  present  shall  be  only  to  sagged 
the  dtt'cts  of  tbe  confederation.  These  consist^ 
1st.    In  tbe  deficiency  of  coercive  power.    2d.    In 


to  the  visible  authors  of  our  independence,  let  u^i  a  defect  of  exclusive  power  to  issue  paper  money, 
lay  our  bands  upon  our  hearU  in  humble  adoration  |  and  regulate  comsierce.  3d.  In  vesting  the 
of  that  MONARCH,  who  (in  the  place  of  George 
the  Third)  was  tbis  day  chosen  to  reign  over  us: 
let  us  venerate  the  great  generalissimo  of  our  ar- 
mies, from  whom  all  triumphs  flow:  and  be  it  our 
glory,  that  not  George  the  Third,  but  JEHOVAH 
the  first,  and  the  last,  is  king  of  America— lie  who 
dwell eth  in  the  clouds,  and  whose  palace  is  the 
heaven  of  heavens:— For,  independent  as  we  are 
with  respect  to  the  political  systems  of  this  world, 
we  are  still  a  provmce  of  the  great  kingdom,  and 
fellow  subject  with  the  inhabitants  of  heaven. 

Jtddre$$  to  the  peopU  of  the  Unitid  Stateo.'^Bjf  Ben- 
jamin  Buth,  M.  D*  1787— 

There  is  nothing  more  common,  than  to  confound 
the  terms  of  ^meri€an  revolution  with  those  of  the 
late  Jtmerican  -mar.  The  American  war  is  over:  but 
this  is  far  from  being  the  case  with  the  American 
revolution.  On  tbe  contrary,  nothing  bat  the  6rst 
let  of  the  great  drama  is  closed.  It  remains  yet 
to  esUblish  and  perfect  our  new  forms  of  govern- 
ment; and  to  prepare  the  principles,  morals,  and 
manners  of  our  citizens,  for  these  forms  of  govern 
metit,  after  they  are  established  and  brought  to 
perfection. 

The  confederation,  together  with  most  of  our 
state  constitutions,  were  formed  under  very  unfa 
vorable  circumstances.  We  had  just  emerged 
from  a  corrupted  monarchy.  Although  we  under- 
stood  perfectly  the  principles  of  liberty,  yet  most 
of  us  were  ignorant  of  the  forms  and  combina- 
tions of  power  in  republics.  Add  to  this,  the  Bri. 
tish  army  was  in  the  heart  of  our  country,  spread- 
ing desolation  wherever  it  went:  our  resentments, 
of  course,  were  awakened.  We  detested  the  Bri- 
tish name,  and  unfortunately  refused  to  copy  some 


reign  power  of  the  United  Stales  in  a  single  legis* 
lature:  and,  4tb.  In  the  too  frequent  rotation  of 
its  members. 

A  convention  is  to  ait  soon  for  the  purpose  of  de* 
vising  means  of  obviating  part  of  the  two  firat  defects 
that  have  been  mentioned.  But  I  wish  they  may 
add  to  their  recommendations  to  each  atate,  to  sur- 
render up  to  congress  their  power  of  emitting  mo- 
ney. In  this  way,  a  uniform  currency  will  be  pro- 
duced, that  will  faeiliute  trade,  and  help  to  biid 
the  states  together.  Nor  will  the  autes  be  deprived 
of  large  sums  of  money  by  this  mean,  wiicn  laddeB 
emergencies  require  it;  for  they  may  always  bocw 
row  them,  as  they  did  during  the  war,  out  of  tbe 
treasury  of  congress.  Even  a  loan  oflice  may  be 
better  instituted  in  this  way,  in  each  atatc^  than  ia 
any  other. 

The  ^ro  last  defects  that  have  been  mentioned, 
are  not  of  less  magnitude  than  the  first  Indeed, 
the  single  legislature  of  congress  will  become 
more  dangerous,  from  an  increa«ie  of  power,  tbsit 
ever.  To  remedy  this,  let  the  supreme  federal 
power  be  divided,  like  tbe  legislatures  of  most  of 
our  sutes,  into  iyro  distinct,  independent  branches. 
Let  one  of  them  be  styled  the  council  of  the  states 
and  the  other  the  assembly  of  the  states.  Let  the 
first  consist  of  a  single  delegate^and  the  secoad, 
of  two,  three,  or  four  delegates,  chosen  annoally 
by  each  state.  Let  the  president  be  chosen  an- 
nually by  the  joint  ballot  of  both  houses:  and  let 
him  possess  certain  power<,  in  conjunc*ioa  with  a 
privy  council,  especially  the  power  of  appoinlmf 
most  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States.  The 
officers  will  not  only  be  better,  when  hppointed 
this  way,  but  one  of  the  printip;il  causes  of  faction 


will  oe  thereby  removed  from  congress.     I  appre- 

thincTS  in  tlie  administration  of  justice  and  power,  i,««j  frK:-    r..   •         r  *u  *.  — 

J^    '^  ''  .  ncnd  this  division  of  the  power  pf  oongress  will 

beoome  more  necessary,  as  soon  as  they  are  invest- 
ed wivh  more  ample  powers  of  levying  and  e^>eod- 
ing  public  money. 


in  the  British  government,  which  have  made  it  the 
admiration  and  envy  of  the  world.  In  our  opposi- 
tion to  monarchy,  we  forgot  that  the  temple  of  ty- 
ranu>  has  two  doors.  We  bolted  one  of  them  by 
proper  restraints;  but  we  left  the  other  open,  by  ne- 


Thc  custom  of  turning  men  out  of  power  or  of- 


glecii'ig  lo  gUArd  against  the  effects  of  our  own  jfice,  as  soon  as  they  arc  qualified  for  it,  has  bett 
ignorance  and  licentiousness.  !  f,)und  to  be  as  absurd  in  practice,  as  it  is  virtuoui 
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4i»iniss  a  penernl— a  physician — or  even  a  domes- 
tic, as  soon  as  Uiey  have  acquired  knowledge  suf 
ficient  to  be  useful  to  us,  for  the  take  of  increas- 
ing the  number  of  able  generals— skilful  physi 
cians— and  faithful  senrants?  We  do  not.  Govern- 
ment is  a  science,  and  can  never  be  perfect  io 
America,  until  we  encourage  men  to  deVote  not 
only  three  years,  but  their  whole  lives  to  it.  I  be 
iieve  the  principal  reason  why  so  many  men  of 
abilities  object  to  serving  in  congress,  is  owing  to 
ibeir  not  thinking  it  worth  while  to  spend  three 
years  in  acquiring  a  profession,  which  their  coun- 
try immediately  afterwards .  forbids  them  to  fol- 
low. 

There  are  two  errors  or  prejudices  on  the  sub- 
ject of  government  in  America,  which  lead  to  the 
nosl  dangerous  consequences. 

It  is  often  said,  *<that  the  sovereign  and  all 
other  power  is  seated  in  the  people.**  This  idea 
is  unhappily  expressed.  It  should  be — *'all  power 
is  derived  from  the  people,"  they  possess  it  only 
OD  the  days  of  their  elections.  After  this,  it  is  the 
jiroperty  of  their  rulers;  nor  can  they  exercise  or 
resuone  it,  unless  it  be  abused,  it  it  of  importance 
to  circulate  this  idea^  as  it  leads  to  order  and 
good  government. 

The  people  of  America  have  mistaken  the  mean 
ingof  the  word  sovereignty:  hence  each  state  pre- 
tends to  be  wvereigru  In  Europe,  it  is  applied 
cmly  to  those  states  which  possess  the  power  of 
makii-.g  war  and  peace— of  forming  treaties,  and 
the  like.  As  this  power  belongs  only  to  congress, 
they  are  the  only  fxfcreisn  power  in  the  United 
States. 

*  We  commit  a  similar  mbtake  in  our  ideas  of  the 
word  independent.  No  individual  state,  at  such, 
-hai  any  claim  to  independence.  She  is  indepen- 
dent only  in  a  union  with  her  sister  states  in  coo^ 
'gress. 

To  conform  the  principles,  morals  and  manners 
of  our  citizens,  to  our  republican  forms  of  govern- 
ment, it  is  absolutely  necessary,  that  knowledge  of 
every  kind  should  be  disseminated  through  every 
part  of  the  United  States. 

For  this  purpose,  let  congress,  instead  of  laying 
out  half  a  million  of  dollars,  in  building  a  federal 
town,  appropriate  only  a  fourth  of  that  sum,  in 
founding  a  federal  university.  In  this  university, 
let  every  thing  connected  with  government,  such 
M  history — the  law  of  nature  and  nations — the  civil 
law— the  muaicipui  laws  of  our  country— and  the 


principles  of  coaimerce — be  taught  by  conipetent 
professors  Let  masters  be  employed,  likewise,  to 
teach  gunnery— fortification— and  every  thing  con* 
nected  with  defensive  and  offensive  wnr.  Above 
all,  let  a  professor  of,  what  is  cftlled  in  the  Eu* 
ropean  universities,  economy,  be  established  in 
this  federal  seminary.  His  business  should  be  to 
unfold  the  principles  and  practice  of  sg^iculturo 
and  manufactures  of  all  kind,  and  to  enable  him  to 
make  his  lectures  more  extensively  useful,  con* 
gress  should  support  a  travelling  correspondent 
for  him,  who  should  visit  all  the  nations  of  Europe, 
and  transmit  to  him,  from  time  to  time,  all  the  dis* 
coveriea  and  improvements  that  are  made  in  agrt* 
culture  and  manufactures.  To  this  seminary,  young 
men  should  be  encouraged  to  repair,  after  com* 
pleting  their  academical  studies  in  the  colleges  of 
their  respective  states.  Tbe  honours  and  oflS^ces 
of  the  United  States  should,  aner  a  while,  be  con- 
fined to  persons  who  had  innhibed  federal  and  re* 
publican  ideas  in  this  university. 

For  the  purpose  of  diffusing  knowledge,  as  well 
as  extending  the  living  principle  of  government  to 
every  part  of  the  United  States^evety  state— city 
—county — village— and  township  in  the  union, 
should  be  tied  tog^her  by  means  of  the  post-office« 
This  is  the  true  nou.electric  wire  of  (government, 
it  is  the  only  means  of  conveying  heat  and  light  to 
every  individual  in  the  federal  commonwealth* 
"Sweden  lost  her  liberties/*  says  the  abbe  Rsynal, 
"because  her  citisens  were  so  scattered,  that  they 
had  no  means  of  acting  in  concert  with  each  other/' 
It  should  be  a  constant  injunction  to  the  post*mas« 
tecs,  to  convey  newspapers  free  of  all  charge  for 
postage.  They  are  not  only  the  vehicles  of  know* 
ledge  and  intelligence,  Imt  the  centioels  of  the  li- 
berties of  our  country. 

The  conduct  of  some  of  those  strangersj  who 
have  visited  our  country,  since  the  peace,  and  who 
fill  the  British  papers  with  aocounts  of  our  distres- 
ses, shews  as  great  a  want  of  good  sense,  as  i 
does  of  good  nature.  They  see  nothing  but  the 
foundations  and  walls  of  the  temple  of  libertyi  and 
yet  they  underuke  to  judge  of  the  whole  fabric. 

Our  own  citixens  act  a  still  more  absurd  pait, 
when  they  cry  out,  af^er  tbe  experience  of  three  or 
four  years,  that  we  are  not  proper  materials  for  re* 
publican  government.  Remember,  we  assumed 
these  forms  of  government  in  a  hurry,  before  we 
were  prepared  for  tliem.  Let  twtry  man  exert 
himself  in  promoting  virtue  and  knowledge  in  our 
country,  and  we  shall  soon  become  good  republi* 
cans.    Liook  at  the  steps  by  which  governments 
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h»we  been  changed,  or  rendered  stable  in  fiurope.  |  or  executed  by  force.    No  society  ever  lor.;  cs 
Read  the  history  of  Great  Britain.    Her  boasted 


government  has  risen  out  of  wars,  and  rebellions, 
that  lasted. above  sis  hundred  years.  The  United 
States  are  travelling  peaceably  into  order  and  good 
govetimcnt.  They  know  no  strife— but  what  arises 
from  the  collision  of  opinions;  and,  in  tliree  years, 
they  have  advanced  further  in  the  road  to  stability 
and  happiness,  than  most  of  the  nations  in  Europe 
Iwve  done,  in  as  many  centuries. 

There  is  but  one  path  that  can  lead  the  United 
States  to  destruction;  and  that  is,  their  extent  of 
territory.  It  was  probably  to  effect  this,  that  Greai 
Britain  ceded  to  us  so  much  waate  Und.  But  even 
this  path  may  be  avoided.  Let  but  one  new  state 
be  exposed  to  sale  at  a  time;  and  let  the  land  of- 
fice be  shut  up,  tili^very  part  of  this  new  state  be 
settled. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  find  a  passion  for  retire- 
ment so  universal  among  the  patriots  and  heroea 
of  the  war.  They  resemble  skilful  mariners  who, 
after  rxprting  themselves  to  preserve  a  ship  from 
sinking  in  a  storm,  in  the  middle  of  the  ocean,  drop 
aslrep,  as  soon  as  the  waves  subside,  and  leave 
the  ctre  of  their  lives  and  property,  during  the 
remainder  of  the  voyage,  to  sailors,  wiihout  know- 
ledge or  experience.  Every  man  in  a  republic  is 
public  property.  His  time  and  talents — his  youth 
— his  maniiood— his  old  age— nay  more,  his  life, 
his  all,  belong  to  his  country. 

I'atriots  of  1774,  1775,  1776— heroes  of  1778, 
1779,  17801  come  forward!  your  country  demands 
your  servicesl—Philosophers  and  friends  to  man- 
kind, come  forward!  your  country  demands  your 
studies  and  speculations!  Lovers  of  peace  and 
order,  who  declined  taking  part  in  the  late  war, 
come  forward!  your  country  forgives  your  timidity 
and  demands  your  influence  and  advice!  Hear  her 
proclaiming,  in  sighs  and  groans,  in  her  govern- 
mcnts,  in  her  flaances,  in  her  trade,  in  her  manu- 
factures, in  her  morals,  and  in  her  manners, 
••THE  IIEVOLUTION  IS  NOT  OVER!" 

Part  ofjndpe  Pendleton*  t  charge  to  the  grand  Jurors 
of  Gdorgeto-ion  Chertms,  and  Camden  dtstnctt,  in 
the  itate  vf  Houth  Carolina,  1787. 

Gentlemenof  the  grand  jury-^U  this  fatal  passion 
for  sudden  riches,  so  generally  prevalent  among 
us,  to  exiintruish  every  sentiment  of  political  and 
moral  duty?  Is  i:  lobe  expected,  thai  one  assem- 
bly after  another  will  be  on  the  side  of  the  debtor? 
No,  gentlemen:  the  period  is  not  far  distant,  when 


dured  the  miseries  of  anarchy,  disorder,  uul  liecii 
tiousness.  The  most  vile  despotism  will  be  ca- 
braced  in  preference  to  it.  The  nations,  fma 
which  we  derive  our  origin,  afford  innumerable 
examples  of  this.  I  will,  however,  mention  bot 
one.  When  the  parliament  of  England  had  de- 
throned and  beheaded  that  faithleas  tyrant,  Chiries 
the  first— subdued  all  their  enemies  at  home  and 
abroad — and  changed  their  monarchy  into  a  rc^ 
public — one  would  have  supposed,  that  an  assi 
blage  of  as  great  talents  as  ever  adorned  hqi 
nature,  which  so  highly  distinguished  the  patriots 
of  that  time,  could  not  fail  of  forming  a  wise  and 
just  government,  snd  of  transmitting  it  to  their 
posterity.  But  the  event  shewed  that  ttae  disor- 
derly temper  of  the  people,  occasioned  by  the  ehl 
war,  would  not  bear  the  strong  curb  of  legal  an- 
thority.  Expedient  after  expedient  was  tried:  aaA 
government  assumed  many  different  ahapesto  ho* 
mour  their  passions  and  prejudices,  and  leadthett 
to  a  willing  obediencei  but  all  to  no  purpose. 
The  public  disorders  daily  increased.  Every  little 
club  of  politicians  were  for  making  laws  for  the 
whole  nation.  The  fiiir  form  of  equal  and  legal  li- 
berty became  defaced  by  a  thousand  fanciful  and 
impracticable  whimsies,  until  the  general  distress 
became  insupportable.  What  followed?  Thevefy 
people,  who,  a  few  years  before,  had  dazzled  the 
world  with  the  splendor  of  their  actions,  invited 
hack,  and  enthroned  the  son  of  that  king,  whoji 
they  had  formerly  put  to  death;  gave  him  corfc 
blanche  to  do  as  he  pleued;  and  seemed  to  have 
forgotten,  that  they  had  ever  lost  a  drop  of  blood, 
or  »pent  a  shilling,  in  defence  or  their  liberty. 

Gentlemen,  let  us  not  lose  sight  of  this  awful 
precedent  To  acquire  freedom,  is  nothing,  in 
comparison  to  a  wise  and  profitable  use  of  it. 
Noihing  can  be  more  certain,  than  that  Great 
Britain  would  eagerly  seize  any  favorable  oppor- 
tunity to  compass  our  destruction.  She  would, 
to-morrow,  pour  her  fleets  and  armies  into  this 
country,  particularly  the  southern  states,  if  the 
great  powers  of  Europe  could  be  so  allied  and  con- 
nected, as  to  secure  her  from  a  hostile  confederacy. 
The  history  of  those  nations  every  where  bhcws 
US,  what  trivial  causes  occasion  the  must  important 
changes  in  their  political  systems.  Surely,  then, 
it  is  wise  to  be  on  our  guard,  and  in  the  fir^t  pldce 
to  secure  a  free  and  just,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
a  strong  government  at  home.  Without  this,  the 
citizens  are  insecure  in  their  persons  kad  estates; 
that  insecurity  produces  murmuring  and  discon- 


the  l^iws  of  the  8Utc  must  be  voluntarily  obeycdjtent;  and  that  discontent  will  ever  produce  a  dls- 
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petition  favorable  Ibr  trying  new  chtnges.  In  such 
a  St  lite,  to  be  attacked  by  a  formidable  enemy* 
without  ioldiera  or  military  storea,  and  without  au 
thority  to  eompel  even  our  own  citizens  to  obey 
the  laws,  we  must  fall  a  prey  to  any  foreign  power, 
who  may  think  it  worth  the  cost  to  subjugate  us. 

'  I  htTe  heard,  gentlemen  of  the  grand  jury, 
^reat  complaints  against  the  illiberal  and  monopo- 
iising  spirit  of  the  British  goremment,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  commerce  with  America— her  numerous 
duties  on  American  produce— and  her  refusal  to 
enter  into  treaties  for  mutual  benefits  in  trade. 
It  must  surely  be  highly  ridiculous  to  abuse  one 
'  nation  for  profiting  by  the  follies  of  another.  Do 
we  eipect  that  Great  Britain,  as  a  trading  nation, 
will  not  exert  erery  nenre  to  hold  fait  the  com- 
mercial advantages,  which  our  avidity  for  her  ne- 
groes and  manufactures  hath  given  herf  Is  it  not 
the  steady  policy  of  every  nation  in  Europe,  to 
promote  and  extend  their  own  commerce  by  every 
possible  mesns,  let  it  be  at  the  expense  of  whom- 
•otver  it  will?  Yes,  gentlemen:  and  let  us  act 
with  such  caution  and  punctuality,  aa  to  make 
'  it  her  interest  to  solicit,  and  we  shall  soon  find 
her  courting,  with  douceurs,  those  commercial 
compacts,  which  she  now  so  contemptuously  de- 
clines. At  the  close  of  the  war,  indeed,  she  stood 
trembling  with  apprehension,  lest  our  two  alliea, 
France  and  Holland,  should  monopolize  our  trade. 
A  treaty,  pressed  at  that  moment,  and  properly 
vged— the  tine  qua  non  of  all  future  amity  and  in- 
tercourse, would,  in  all  probability,  have  produced 
an  inlet  of  American  built  vessels  into  her  island*, 
and  an  exemption  from  many  other  injurious  re- 
straints. But  the  fiivorable  moment  slipt  through 
our  hands  unimproved,  and  (I  fear)  never  to  re- 
turn. The  only  possible  way  left  us  to  recover  it, 
is,  to  live  within  our  income;  to  secure  a  balance 
.of  trade  in  our  favort  and  to  urge  the  federal  go- 
wemment  to  such  general  regulatians,  as  shall  se- 
cure us  from  the  infamous  vassalage  into  which  we 
•re  hurrying.  If  three  or  four  thousand  pounds 
sterling  worth  of  merchandise,  (annually)  which 
sum  will  include  a  great  many  luxuries,  be  suffi- 
cient for  all  our  rational  wants,  when  our  exports 
l^eatly  exceed  that  sMm,  and  are  annually  increas- 
ing—is it  not  obvious  to  the  meanest  capacity,  that 
m  Urge  balance  must  yearly  return  to  us  in  gold 
and  silver?  which,  infspite  of  all  the  paper-money 
casuists  in  the  world,  is  tlie  only  wholesome  politi- 
cal blood  that  can  give  union,  health,  and  vigor 
%o  the  body  pulitic. 

If  wc  do  not  curtail  our  expenses,  and  export 


more  than  we  import,  a  general  bankruptcy  must 
be  the  inevitable  consequence. 

Many  people  call  for  large  emiMions  of  paper 
money.  For  w».at?— To  shift  the  burdensj  which 
they  have  incurred  by  their  avarice  and  folly,  from 
themselves  to  their  better,  and  more  deservini;, 
creditors,  whose  property  they  choose  to  hold  faitt. 
Can  any  thing  be  more  fraudulent  or  astonishing^ 
No,  gentlemen:  paper  medium  and  aheriiTif'  sale 
bills,  are  only  temporary  expedients,  a  repetition 
of  which,  in  a  very  short  time,  would  be  insup- 
portable. They  were  intended,  at  a  singular  cri- 
sis, to  open  a  retreat  even  to  the  foolish  and  ex- 
travagant, as  well  as  the  unfortunate  debtor,  by  af^ 
fording  an  opportunity  to  retrieve,  but  net  to  give 
impunity  to  the  one,  or  a  release  to  the  other.  The 
honest  and  indust.riou8  man  will  seize  the  opporlu- 
nity  to  lay.  up  against  the  day  of  account  and  pay- 
ment, while  nothing  will  correct  or  reclaim  the 
indolent  and  fraudulent  knave.  But,  as  I  ^aid,  the 
period  is  at  hand,  when  the  punctual  payment  of 
taxes  and  debts  must  takeplaoe  voluntarily;  or  the . 
uninterrupted  recovery  of  them,  in^the  courts  of 
jtutice,  be  enforced.  Palliatives  are  exhausted. 
We  must  either  relinquish  government,  resign  our 
independence,  and  embrace  a  military  master — 
or  execute  our  laws  by  force  of  arms,  if  no  alterna- 
tive is  left  us.  But,  before  we  are  compelled  to  re- 
sort to  this  disgraceful  and  painful  ultimatum^  let  us 
all  exert  ourselves,  and  support  each  other,  as  Free 
citizens,  acknowledging  no  master  but  the  laws* 
which  we  ourselves  have  made  for  o«r  common 
good— obeying  those  laws,  and  enforcing  them, 
when  and  where  we  can.  Let  no  man  say,  this  or 
that  is  not  isy  btuiness.  Whatever  materially  af- 
fects the  honor  and  interest  of  the  state,  is  every 
man's  business;  because  he  must,  in  common  with 
all  others,  share  the  good  or  evil  brought  upon  his 
country.  The  man  who  refuses  or  evades  the  pay. 
ment  of  taxes  imposed  by  hia  immediete  represen- 
tative, or  excites  or  co-operatea  In  the  resistance 
of  lawful  authority,  is  the  parricide  of  his  country, 
as  well  aa  the  voluntary  assassin  of  his  own  in- 
teresti  since  it  is  impossible  he  can  be  tranquil  or 
happy,  or  enjoy  his  property  in  peace  and  securiiy, 
while  his  country  is  convulsed  and  distracted. 

As  grand  jurors,  gentlemen,  the  laws  have  se- 
lected >ou,  aa  their  principal  auzilikry  and  most 
responsible  guardians.  On  you,  then,  it  is  pecti- 
liarly  incumbent  to  interest  yourselves  tn  the  con- 
duct of  all  around  you.  Vou  have  the  greatChi 
property  to  lose:  and  your  example,  therefurc, 
must  be  of  the  greatest  weight.    Investigate  th« 
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police  op  your  districf:  tnd,  wherever  any  person 
hu  Accepted  i  public  trust,  and  neglects  or  tbuset 
it,  drik);  him  forth,  let  his  office^  fortune,  or  cha- 
racter be  what  it  may.    If  keepera  of  ferries,  hif^h- 


tbence  clothed  with  the  noMest  of  titles^  vith 
that  which  effaces  all  otherv;  charg^ed,  in  the  turn 
of  the  father  of  his  countrvf  an'*  the  benefieeit 
protector  of  his  subjects,  to  offer  a  support  to  tboie 


wa}'s,  or  bridges,  do  not  dischargit  their  duty— if  who  were  bom  to  ei^oy  the  blessings  of  his  gonn* 
the  officers  of  justice  violate  the  trust  reposed  in  meat— 


in  them— you  are  bound,  in  duty  to  your  country, 
to  yourselves  and  to  your  children,  as  well  as  by 
the  solemn  oath  you  have  just  taken,  to  name  them 
in  your  presentments,  together  with  the  names  of 
such  witnesses  as  can  prove  the  charge.  Even  in 
your  private  capacity,  as  citizens,  to  inform  against 
and  prosecute  all  such  offenders,  is  highly  me- 
ritorious. The  malevolence  which  may,  for  a 
time,  be  directed  against  an  honest,  spirited,  and 
patriotic  citizen,  is  like  the  harmleu  hiutng  of 
serpents,  that  cannot  bite.  He  will  soon  triumph 
over  their  impotent  clamour,  and  obtain  the  es- 
teem and  support  of  all  good  men. 

I  have  been  actuated  in  the  plain  and  pointed  oh* 
servationa  you  have  just  heard,  by  an  ardent  zeal 
for  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  my  country.  This 
is  not  a  time  to  lessen  or  extenuate  the  terror, 
which  the  present  dangerous  crisis  must  inspire. 
To  know  our  danger,  to  face  it  like  men,  and  to 
triumph  over  it  by  constancy  and  courage,  is  a  cha- 
racter this  country  once  justly  acquired.    Is  it  to 


T#  aU  hit  C9untrgmen  in  ^•rth  America* 
Tou  were  bom  French;  yon  never  eould  cease  to 
be  French.  The  late  war,  which  wns  not  deelanl 
but  by  the  captivity  of  nearly  all  our  seamen,  mt 
the  principal  advantages  of  which  our  common  sss- 
mies  entirely  owed  to  the  oourage,  the  tBlest^ 
and  tlie  numbers  of  the  brave  Amerteaas,  who  sit 
now  fighting  agfainst  them,  has  wrested  fimm  yon 
that  which  is  most  dear  to  all  men,  even  the 
of  your  country.  To  compel  you  to  beer  thei 
of  parricides  against  it»  must  be  the  completisn 
of  misfortunes:  With  this  you  are  vow  thresta* 
ed:  A  new  war  may  justly  make  you  dread  htwg 
obliged  to  submit  to  this  most  intolerable  law  tf 
slavery.  It  has  commenced  like  the  last,  by  de* 
predations  upon  the  most  valuable  part  of  sv 
trade.  Too  long  already  have  a  great  number  tf 
unfbrtonate  Frenchmen  been  eonfined  in  Ai 
priaons.  Tou  hear  their  greaas.  The  present 
was  declared  by  a  messAge  in  March  last  firom  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  to  both  houses  of  partiamcats 


be  sacrificed  in  the  hour  of  peace,  with  every  in- 
centive to  preserve  it?  I  repeat  sgain,  that,  with- 
out a  change  of  conduct,  and  an  union  of  all  the 
good  men  in  tho  state,  we  are  an  undone  peoplei 
the  gfovernment  will  soon  tumble  about  our  headti, 
and  become  a  piey  to  the  first  bold  ruflBan,  who 
shall  associate  a  few  desperate  adventurers,  and 
seize  upon  it. 

I  confesss  the  subject  very  deeply  affects  me.  1 
shall,  therefore  pursue  it  no  farther.  I  do  not, 
however,  despair  of  the  republic.  There  are  ho- 
nest and  independent  men  among  us,  to  retrieve 
every  thing,  whatever  may  be  opposed  by  the  vi- 
cious and  unprincipled,  if  they  will  but  step  forth. 


a  most  authentic  act  of  the  Britiah  so(VcreigBty» 
snnouncing  to  all  orders  of  the  state,  that  to  trade 
(with  America)  though  without  excluding  otbcn 
from  the  same  right,  was  to  offend;  that  frankly  to 
avow  such  intention,  was  to  defy  this  sovereignty; 
that  ahe  would  revenge  it,  and  deferred  this  only 
to  a  more  advantageous  opportuiity,  when  ahe 
might  do  it  with  more  appearance  of  legality  than 
in  the  last  war:  For  she  declared  that  she  had 
the  ri{^t,  the  will,  and  the  ability  to  revenge;  and 
accordingly  she  demanded  of  parliament  the  iup* 
plies. 

The  calamities  of  war  thus  proclaimed,  hare 
been  restrained  and  retarded  as  much  as  was  possi- 


and  act  with  union  and  vigor.    If  they  will  not,  *>1^  ^V  »  monarch  whose  pacific  and  disinterested 
the  miseries  resulting  to  their  country  from  the  views  now  reclaim  the  mark.  M*  your  fi)rmer  attach- 


utter  destruction  of  all  public  and  private  credit, 


ment,  only  for  your  own  happiness.    Constrained 


a  bankrupt  treasury,  and  the  triumph  of  all  man-  ^«  «P«1  fo^ce  by  force,  and  multiplied  hostiUiies 
of  iraud,  rapine,  and  licentiousness,  together  j^y  reprisals  which  he  has  at  last  authorised,  if 


ner 

with  the  scorn  and  derision  of  our  enemies,  if  we 

should  have  any  left,  be  on  their  heads! 

BoBTuir,  December  3,  1778. 
•J  declaration,  ad<iretsed,  in  the  name  §f  the  kin^  of 
France,  to  alt  the  ancient  French  in  JVorih  Ame 
riea.     fTranslated  from  the  French,  J 
The  undersigned,  authorised  by  his  mnjesty,  and 


necessity  should  carry  Lis  arms,  or  those  of  his 
allies,  into  a  country  always  dear  to  him,  you  have 
not  to  fear  either  burnings  or  devastations:  And 
if  gratitude,  if  the  view  of  a  flag  always  revered 
by  those  who  have  followed  it,  should  recall  to  the 
banners  of  Frafice,  or  of  the  United  States,  the 
Indians  who  loved  us,  and  have  been  loaded  with 
presents  by  him,  whom  they  also  call  their  F^nUrs 
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iie*>r,  BO  n«er  ,bM  they  .mploy  .gun"  ^"l^L**^'*.!! 
thdp  too  cruel  method*  of  WW.    Tbwe  tbtj  anst. 
renounce,  or  they  (rill  etut  to  b«  our  fnend*. 

It  ii  not  by  mcDaeei  tfa&t  we  thkU  eodeivor  to 
vnid  conib«ting  with  oor  eoontryniaK  nor  ahLll 
we  weaken  thii  dceluation  by  ioTeetiwi  •giioBt 
m  great  and  ■  briTC  nation,  which  we  know  how, 
t»  r^pect,  and  hope  to  vanquiih. 

A*  «  French  yentlenan,  I  need  not  mantiao  to 
tboie  amORf  you  who  were  bom  auefa  at  well  »• 
Byiclf,  that  there  m  hat  one  auguat  bouae  in  the 
nnivene,  odder  which  the  French  can  be  happy, 
aad  aervc  with  pleaaure;  ainee  iU  bead,  and  those 
Wbs  are  moat  nearly  ftVUad  to  bin  by  blood,  bave 
be«!  M  ell  tirnw,  thro'  •  lonf  line  of  owDMcha, 
and  are  at  thia  day  oiore  than  erer  delighted  with 
beuing  Ihit  very  title  which  Henry  IV.  regarded 
■*  the  £nt  of  bia  own.  I  ihtll  not  excite  your 
e^reta  for  tboie  qualiSeitiooi,  thoae  nvka  of 
dietiMtion,  thoie  decorationa,  which,  in  our  Difcn- 
nw  of  tfainklnf,  are  precioii*  treaiurei,  but  from 
wUeh,  by  our  earanion  miafbrtnnea,  the  American 
French,  who  bare  known  (o  well  bow  to  dcaerve 
them,  are  now  precluded.  Theie,  I  am  bold  to 
bdpe,  and  to  promise,  their  leal  will  very  iooii 
procure  to  be  diffoied  among  them.  They  will 
■wit  them  when  they  ore  i*  Uamt  tht  friend*  ij 


power  ta  do  good  than  that  of  the  piieeta,  taking 

goveromenti  lioce  their  reapectable 

conduct  hai  merited  the  confidence  of  the  people. 


I  ihall  not  repreeent  to  that  people,  nor  to  all 
my  eounlryiaen  in  general,  that  a  Teat  monirehy, 
biTing  the  lame  religion,  the  same  raanneri,  the 
tini^uage,   where   they   find    kintmen,   old 
fiiendi  and  brethren,  muat  be  an  ineshaustable 
source  of  commerce  and  wealth,  more  eaiily  ac- 
id better  leeured,  by  their  union,  with 
powerful  nrighbor*,' than  with  itrangen  of  another 
hemisphere,  among  whom  every  thing  is  difTerent, 
and  who,  jetloui  and  detpotie  aovereigni,  would 
looner  or  later  treat  them  ai  a  conquered  people, 
and  dnubtleu  mtieh  worie  than  their  late  country- 
men, the  Ammcana,  who  made  them  victorioua. 
I  ihall  not  urge  to  a  whole  people,  that  to  loiv 
with  the   United  Sutei,  is  to  secure  their  own 
tiappineii;  since  a  whole  people,  when  they  acquire 
right  of  thinking  and  acting  for  tiiemielvea, 
c  kiiQ  w  their  own  intereati    But  I  will  declare, 
I  now  flirmally  declare  in  the  name  of  his  ma- 
jesty, who  bas  BUthoriaed  and  commanded  me  to 
it,  that  all  hi*  former  subject*  in  North  Ame- 
I,  who  ahall  no  more  acknowledge  tbc  auptemaey 
lirFtt  Britain,  may  depend  upon  bie  protection 
and  aupporl. 


1  ahall  not  aak  the  military  companiona  of  the 
]|»R]ait  of  Ijetit  those  who  abared  hi*  glory, 
rto  admired  hia  talents  and  genius  for  war,  wbo 
'  lored  bis  corliility  and  frutkness,  the  principal 
dmracteristicB  of  our  nobility,  whether  there  be 
•Itaei  namea  in  other  nations  among  which  they 
weiald  be  better  pleased  to  place  their  own. 

Can  the  Canadians,  who  aaw  the  brave  MmUa^m 
Tall  in  their  defence,  can  they  become  the  encmiei 
of  hia  nephews^  Can  they  fight  against  tbeii 
ibrmer  leaders,  and  arm  themaelTea  against  their 
kinsmen!  At  the  bare  mention  of  their  name*,  < 
weapona  would  bll  out  of  their  bend*. 

I  shall  not  obterrc  to  the  miniaters  of  the  alti 
4hat  their  evangelic  elTorts  will  require  the  special 
protection  of  Providence,  to  prevent  faith  being 
diminished  by  eMmple,  by  worMly  intere*t,  and 
by  sovereigns  whom  force  has  imposed  upon  them , 
and  whose  political  indulgence  will  be  leateneil 
propurtloTisbly  a*  ihate  sovereigna  shall  have  leas 
to  fear.  I  aliall  not  observe,  thatjt  is  neceesar}' 
Ibr  religion  thai  tlioie  who  preach  it  aliould  form 
«  body  in  the  state;  and  tbat  in  Ciina'la  no  oiber 


Done  on  board  bia  majesty's  ship  the  Langue- 
doc,  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  tbe  3Sth  day 
of  October,  in  the  year  1778. 

BSTAING. 

OEiL  Di  GnisDCLoa,  lecrefOf?,  afptinlid  by  tit 
king  I*  Ike  iquadrtn  coamaiuttd  ti/  the  CeusT 
D'EiTiieo. 
Priaied  an  ttard  the  Languedoc,  by  P.  P.  Omicst, 
I'riraer  ta  Iht  Icing  and  the  Sguadrtn, 

s  j^iniaiTinTs  or  raa  trniTtD  aiaiis  or  &xi- 

iendi  and  ceiintrymeit— The  present  situation 
of  public  affairs  demands  your  most  serious  atten* 
tion,  and  particularly  the  great  and  increasing 
depreciilion  of  your  currency  requires  the  imme- 
diate, strenuous,  and  united  efforts  of  all  true 
friends  to  their  country,  for  preventing  an  eiten- 
■ian  of  Ibi;  mischiefs  that  have  already  Hewed  from 
thit  source. 

.Jutrrica,  without  snns,  ammunition,  discipline, 
revenue,  government,  or  ally,  almost  totally  *trl[it 
of  commerce,  and  in  the  weaknesa  of  youth,  ai  it 
were,  iviih  a  "ttufT  and  a  aling,"  only  dared,  ''in  the 
name  of  the  l<ard  of  Hoits,"  to  engage  a  gigantic 
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adversary,  prepared  at  all  points,  boasiing  of  bit 
strength,  and  of  whom  eren  mighty  warriors  '■were 
greatly  afraid.** 

• 

For  defhiying  the  expenies  of  this  uncommon 
war,  your  representatives  in  congress  were  obliged 
to  emit  paper  money;  an  expedient  that  you  kaew 
to  ha¥^  been  before  generally  and  successfully 
practised  on  this  continent. 

They  were  very  sensible  of  the  inoonTeniences 
with  which  too  frequent  emissions  would  be  attend- 
ed, and  endeavored  to  avoid  them.  For  this  pur- 
pose they  established  loan-offices  so  early  as  in 
October  1776,  and  have,  from  that  time  to  this, 
repeatedly  and  earnestly  solicited  you  to  lend 
them  money  on  the  faith  of  United  States.  The 
sums  received  on  loan  have  nevertheless  proved 
inidequate  to  the  public  exigencies.  Our  enemies 
prosecuting  llie  war  by  sea  and  land  with  implaca- 
ble fury  and  with  some  success,  taxation  at  home 
aiid  borrowing  abroad,  in  the  midst  of  difficulties 
and  danger*,  were  alike  impracticable.  Hence  the 
continued  necessity  of  new  emissions. 

But  to  this  cause  alone  we  do  not  impute  the 
evil  before  mentioned.  We  have  too  much  reason 
to  believe  it  has  been  in  part  owing  to  the  artifices 
of  men  who  have  hastened  to  enrich  themselves 
by  monopolizing  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  to  the 
misconduct  of  inferior  officers  employed  in  the  pub 
lie  service. 

The  vsriety  and  importance  of  the  business 
entrusted  to  your  delegates,  and  their  constant 
attendance  in  congress,  necessarily  disables  them 
from  investigating  disorders  of  this  kind.  Justly 
apprehensive  of  them,  they,  by  their  several  resolu- 
tions of  the  22d  of  November,  and  20th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1777,  and  of  the  3d  and  9th  of  February,  1778, 
recommended  to  the  legislative  and  executive 
powers  of  these  states  a  due  attention  to  these 
interesiing  affairs.  How  far  those  recommenda- 
tions have  been  complied  with  we  will  not  under- 
take to  determine,  but  we  hold  ourselves  bound 
in  duty  te  you  to  declare,  that  we  are  not  con- 
vinced there  has  been  as  mueh  diligence  used  in 
detecting  and  reforming  abuses  as  there  has  been 
in  committing  or  complaining  of  them. 


With  regard  to  monopolizers,  it  is  our  opinion,!, 
that  taxes,  judiciously  laid  on  such  articles  as 
become  the  objects  of  engrossers,  and  those  fre- 
quently^ collected,  would  operate  against  the  per- 
nicious tendency  of  such  practices. 


As  to  inferior  officers  employed  in  ihe  r-iUie 
service,  we  avxiovslt  desire  to  call  your  nvost 
vigilant  attention  to  their  conduct  with  respect 
to  every  species  of  misbehavior,  whether  proceed- 
ing firom  ignorance,  negligence  or  fraud,  and  to  the 
making  of  laws  for  inflicting  exemplary  pusiih* 
ments  on  all  offenders  of  this  kind. 

We  are  sorry  to  hear  that  some  penons  are  sa 
slightly  infbrmed  of  their  own  interesta,  as  to  sup- 
pose that  it  is  advantageous  to  them  to  sell  the 
produce  of  their  farms  at  enormous  prices,  whea  a 
little  reflection  might  convince  them  that  it  ii 
injurious  to  tho^e  interests  and  the  general  wel* 
fare.  If  they  expect  thereby  to  purchase  imparted 
goods  cheaper,  they  will  be  egregiously  diaappoiat- 
ed;  for  the  merchants,  who  know  they  cannot  obtahi 
returns  in  gold,  silver,  or  bills  of  ezehangc,  bat 
that  their  veasels,  if  loaded  here  at  all,  amt  be 
loaded  with  produce,  will  raise  the  price  of  whit 
they  have  to  sell,  in  proportion  to  the  price  of 
what  they  have  to  buy,  and  consequently  the  laad- 
holder  can  purchase  no  more  foreign  goods,  far 
the  same  quantity  of  his  produce,  than  he  cooU 
befbre. 

The  evil,  however,  does  not  stop  at  this  poioL 
The  landholder,  by  acting  on  this  mistaken  calcula- 
tion, is  only  laboring  to  accumulate  an  immense 
debt,  by  increasing  the  public  expenses,  for  the 
payment  of  which  his  estate  is  engaged,  and  to 
embarrass  every  measure  adopted  for  vindicating 
his  liberty,  and  securing  his  prosperity. 

As  the  harvests  of  this  year,  which,  by  the  Divine 
Goodness,  promise  to  be  plentiful,  will  soon  be 
gathered,  and  some  new  measurps  relating  to  your 
foreign  concerns,  with  some  arr;ingement8  relating 
to  your  domestic,  are  now  under  consideration,  from 
which  beneficial  effects  are  expected,  we  entertaia 
hopes  that  )our  affairs  will  acquire  a  much  greater 
degree  of  regularity  and  energy  than  they  have 
hitherto  bad. 

But  we  should  be  highly  criminal  if  we  did  not 
plainly  tell  you,  that  those  hopes  are  not  founded 
wholly  upon  our  own  proceedings.  These  must  be 
supported  by  your  virtue,  your  wisdom,  and  your 
diligence.  From  the  adva  itage  of  those  seats  in  the 
national  council  with  which  you  have  honored  us,  we 
have  a  pleasing  prospect  of  many  blesswigsapproach- 


ing  this  our  native  land.  It  is  your  patriotism  must 
introduce  and  fix  them  here. 


In  vain  will  it  be  for  your   delegates  to  forai 
plans  of  economy;  to  strive  to  stop  a  continuation 
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v)f  emissions  by  taxation  or  loan,  if  you  do  not 
zealously  co*operate  with  them  in  promoting  their 
designs,  and  use  your  utmost  mdustry  to  prevent 
the  waste  of  money  in  the  expenditure,  which  your 
respective  situations,  in  the  several  places  where 
it  it  ezpeaded,  may  enable  you  to  do.  A  discharge 
of  this  duty,  a  compliance  with  recommendations 
for  supplying  money,  might  enable  congress  to 
give  speedy  assurances  to  the  public  that  no  more 
emissions  shall  take  place,  and  thereb}  close  that 
«ource  of  depreciation. 

Tour  governments  being  now  established,  and 
jour  ability  to  contend  with  your  invaders  as- 
certained, we  have,  on  the  moit  mature  delibera* 
tion,  judged  it  indispensably  necessary  to  call  up-  i 
on  you  for  fbrty.five  millions  of  dollars,  in  addition 
to  the  fifteen  millions  required  by  a  resolution  of 
oungress,  of  the  2d  of  January  last,  to  be  paid  into 
the  continental  treasury  before  the  1st  day  of  Janu- 
ary next,  in  the  same  proportion,  as  to  the  quotas 
of  the  several  states,  with  that  for  the  said  fifteen 
millions. 


To  our  constituents  we  submit  the  propriety 
and  purity  of  our  intentions,  well  knowing  they 
will  not  forget,  that  we  lay  no  burthens  upon  them, 
but  those  in  which  we  participate  with  them — a 
happy  sympathy,  that  pervades  socieues  formed 
on  the  basis  of  equal  liberty.  Many  c-tres,  many 
labors,  and  may  we  not  add,  reproaches — are 
peculiar  to  us.  These  are  the  emoluments  of  our 
unsolicited  stations;  and  with  these  we  arc  content, 
if  y^u  approve  our  conduct.  If  you  do  not,  we 
shall  return  to  our  private  condition,  wit!i  no  other 
regret  than  that  which  will  arise  from  our  not 
having  served  you  as  acceptably  and  esseniially  as 
we  wished  and  strove  to  do,  though  as.  cheerfully 
and  faithfully  as  we  could. 


It  appeared  proper  to  us  to  fix  the  first  day  of 
next  January  for  the  payment  of  the  whole;  but, 
as  it  is  probable  that  some  states,  if  not  all,  will 
raise  part  of  the  sums  by  instalments,  or  otherwise, 
before  that  time,  we  recommend  in  the  strongest 
manner  the  paying  as  much  as  can  be  collected  as 
flooR  as  possible  into  the  continental  treasury. 

Though  it  is  manifest  that  moderate  taxation, 
in  times  of  peace,  will  recover  the  credit  of  your 
currency,  yet  the  encouragement  which  your  ene* 
mies  derive  from  its  depreciation,  and  the  present 
exigencies,  demand  great  and  speedy  exertions. 

We  are  persuaded  you  will  use  all  possible  care 
to  make  the  promotion  of  the  general  welfare 
interfere  as  little  as  may  be  with  the  ease  and 
comfort  of  individuals;  but  though  the  raising 
these  sums  should  press  heavily  on  some  of  your 
constiUjents,  yet  the  obligations  we  feel  to  your 
▼enerable  clergy,  the  truly  helpless  widows  and 
orphans,  your  most  gallant,  generous,  meritorious 
of&oers  and  soldiers,  the  public  faith  and  the  com- 
mon weal,  so  irresistibly  urge  us  to  attempt  the 
appreciation  of  your  currency,  that  we  cannot  with- 
hold  obedience  to  those  authoritative  sensations. 


Think  not  we  despair  of  the  comnsonwealtli,  or 
endeavor  to  shrink  from  opposing  difficulties.  No. 
Your  cause  is  too  gojd,  your  objects  too  sacred, 
to  be  relinquished.  We  tell  you  truths,  becAuse 
you  are  freemen  who  can  bear  to  hear  ihem,  and 
may  profit  by  them;  and  when  they  reach  your 
enemies,  wc  fear  not  the  consequences,  bec:kuse 
we  are  not  ignorant  of  their  resources  or  our  own. 
Let  your  good  sense  decide  upon  the  comparison. 
Let  even  their  prejudiced  understandings  decide 
upon  it,  and  you  need  not  be  apprehensive  of  the 
determination. 

Whatever  supposed  advantages  from  plans  of 
rapine,  projects  of  blood,  or  dreams  of  doininition, 
may  heretofore  have  amused  their  inflamcil  fancies, 
the  conduct  of  one  monarch,  the  friend  and  pro- 
tector of  the  rig'.kts  of  mankind,  has  turned  the 
scale  so  much  against  them,  that  their  visionary 
schemes  vanish,  as  the  unwholesome  vapours  of  the 
night  before  the  healthful  inflaense  of  the  aun. 


An  alliance  has  been  formed  between  iiis  most 
Christian  majesty  and  these  states,  on  the  basis  of 
ihe  most  perfect  equality,  for  the  direct  end  of 
maintaining  effectually  their  liberty,  sovereignty 
and  independence,  absolute  and  unlimite  1,  as  well 
in  matters  of  government  as  of  commerce.  The 
conduct  of  our  good  and  g^eat  ally  towards  us,  in 
this  instance  and  others,  has  so  fully  ina:ufested 
his  sincerity  and  kindness,  as  to  exciie  o:)  o  ji*  p^rt 
correspondent  sentiments  of  confidence  anJ  airv.c- 
tion. 


On  this  subject  we  will  only  add,  that,  as  the      Observing  the  interests  of  his  kingdom,  to  \v*iich 

rules  of  justice  are  most  pleasing  to  our  infinitely  duty  and  inclination  prompted  his  utteuiion,  to  be 

good  and  gracious  Creator,  and  an  adherence  to  connected  with  thoae  of  America,  and  the  cr>mhina< 

them  most  likely  to  obtain  his  favor,  so  they  will   tion  of  both  clearly  to  coincirle  wiih  the  ticii^ficent 

ever  be  found  to  be  the  best  and  safest  maxims  of !  designs  of  the  Author  of  Nature,  who,  un-pi'stiona- 

human  policy.  I  biy,  intended  men  to  partake  of  certain  r:j>h^.s  aud 
59.. 
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porliODt  of  hippineifi  hit  miJMty  pucciyed  the 
•ttiinmenl  of  these  views  to  be  feuiiileil  on  the 
■iiigle  proposition  or*  icparitlon  between  ^nerim 
tlid  Grtal  Unluin. 


t  and  coafaiion  of  yout  eneiniei, 
will  pointout  toyouthciduByouiliouM  entctiiin 
of  llicrnkgnunuilly  ■■ulcDntjnimale  wisilomot  bU 
moiIChnsIiuimtjeaty  on  thin  occa9ion. 

They  perceiTe.lhiHelectiriK  this  gnntli.'m  jdii 
idea  from  all  itiosc  ipcciou)  onei  Ibtl  might  b.ii-c 
COnfusEil  oi'iDuUdidnrior  judd'ment  orriTiur,  ai'd 
aatUfiril  tvUh  the  kdvuiligCB  wliicli  mus'  ruult 
from  tlitl  evtDl  alODC.  he  liai  ceneiiled  the  liir- 
mony  between  tiimself  ind  these  sialca,  not  only 
by  Estkbliihing  a  reciprocity  of  bencliis,  but  by 
eridioating  every  cause  of  jealaiu;  and  aujpicion, 
'I'hty  kUo pirceite,  with ainiUar ematioiis,  that  Ibc 
moderilioa  of  our  ally,  in  not  deajring  an  acquiti- 
tiou  ofdomiaiua  on  Ihi)  conliiienl,  ur  an  eicluaioD 
of  other  nations  from  *  sbirc  of  its  connnerciul 
■dvantn^es,  EO  useful  to  them,  b**  given  no  tdarni 
to  Lbase  nsiioni,  but,  in  fici,  h;u  ibiiehi>t»i  ihem 
in  the  accomplisbpient  of  bis  generous  undcrikk- 
ing,  Lii  diss.iWe  Itic  monopoly  Uiercuf  by  Crcki 
Aritiiin,  wbiob  bss  already  contributed  la  elevute 
b«  to  her  present  paw»  and  haUBhiinese,  and 
tlueslentd,  if  cunti;iued,  to  raiae  both  to  a  hcig-bt 
tiuuppbruble  to  the  rest  of  r.urape. 


In  short,  their  own  best  informed 
writers  confess,   that  your  cause  ia  eiccedingly 
favored  by  courts  and  people  in  that  quancr  of  the 
^    world,  while  that  of  your  adversaries  is  eqilally 
'  rcpriibatsdi  and  from  thence  draw  ominous  and 

well-grounded  cunelujiona,  that  the  final  cvenl 
must  prove  unbrtunale  to  tite  latter.  Indeed,  we 
bave  the  sest  reuion  to  bclieva  that  we  shall  soon 
form  other  Hlltiiiceii,  and  on  principles  honorable' 
and  beneficial  to  these  staler. 

Infatuated  an  your  enemiw  have  been  from  the 
-beginning;  it  this  contest,  do  you  imagine  they  can 
now  Sjtiec  themselves  with  a  hope  of  conquering 
jou,  uitlcii  you  are  false  to  yourselves^ 

When  tniprepircd,  undisciplined,  and  unsupport- 
ed, you  opposed  their  fleiis  end  armies  in  full 
cor^juined  forcei  then,  if  at  any  time,  was  conquest 
to  he  apprehended.  Yet,  what  progreas  towards 
it  have  their  violent  and  inceasant  eiforla  made^ 
JuUgc  from  their  own  mnduct.  Having  devoted 
you  to  bundiige,  and,  after  vainly  wasting  their 
bi'wd  and  treasure  in  the  dishonarahle  enlErpnsc, 
Uic]^  deigned,  at  kcngtbi  to  offtrttrma  of  Recom- 


modaii'.  ,  witU  Te^pec>/ul  addreitses,  to  that  awe 
despised  body,  the  coDgi'css,  whos-  bumSlen^ 
lions,  Dsir  far  peace,  liberty  and  safely,  Ibtf 
contemptuously  rtjected,  under  pretence  of 
■inj;  an  uncontlitutional  assemtily.  Nay  ntocG; 
deiirous  of  seducing  yr>u  into  a  devialiixi  (roitt  tb( 
paths  of  recliiude,  from  which  they  had  so  fir  and 
so  rashly  wandered,  they  miiie  most  apeci^ua 
Dlfcra  lu  tfmpt  you  Into  ■  vlolaiion  of  your  fiUth 

given  to  your  illustrious  ally. T'  eir  arts  were 

as  unavsilin::  ai  their  arms. Failed  agaia, 

snd  atuig  wiih  rage,  embittered  by  envy,  tinj 
had  no  aliei  native,  but  to  rtnounce  tlie  ingloiiou 
and  ruinous  controversy,  ariOFeauine  tbcirfonur 
modes  of  pru-ieeutiiig  it.  Tbty  clioae  tlie  Utter. 
Again  the  savages  sicsiimulated  to  tiurrid  ommi- 
crea  of  women  and  cbUdren,  and  domediea  to  Ac 
murder  of  their  tnasien.  Agiin  our  brave  ud 
unhappy  breihten  a,re  doomed  to  miierablc  deatiia 
in  gaola  and  priaou-ships.  To  carnplcie  the 
sanguinary  ayitem,  all  iJie  "sxtboiitis)  of  war" 
are,  by  authority,  deaouoced  agai.uiyoa. 

Piously  Endeavor  lo  derive  ibtj  consolition  fhxB 
thi'lrremorseleaa  fury,  that  "tlie  Father  of  Mereie^ 
looks  down  with  disapprobation  on  attcti  audacjow 
defiancea  of  his  holy  law3;andbefurttiercomftrttd 
with  recollecting,  tlut  the  arm*  as*uiii«d  by  jvl, 
in  your  ritfliteous  cause,  have  not  been  sallied  by 
any  unjuatiilihle  teveriiies. 

Your  enemies,  despairing  however,  as  it  accmi, 
of  the  success  of  their  united  foracs  igainai  our 
main  army,  have  divided  them,  as  if  tlieir  design 
was  to  harass  you  by  predator;,  desul'ory  c^n> 
lioni.  If  you  are  assiduous  in  improving  appottoai- 
tiei,  Sarait^a  may  no;  be  the  enly  spot  on  this 
continent  togivtanew  1 1  en  m  mi  nation  to  ihe  baStd 
troops  of  a  nation,  impiously  pridir.g  ticrself  in  no- 
tions of  her  omnipotence. 

Rouse  yourselves,  therefore,  that  this  csmptign 
may  finish  the  great  work  you  have  so  nohjy  carried 
on  for  several  years  past.  Whit  nation  ever 
engaged  in  such  a  contest  under  S'lch  a  complica- 
tion uf  disadvuntagci;  so  soon  surroouoted  amy 
of  them,  and  in  an  short  a  period  of  time  had  n 
certain  a  proj^.ect  of  a  speedy  an"d  happy  cob- 
elusion^  We  will  venture  lo  pronounce,  that  so 
remarkable  an  instance  eiisli  nai  in  the  inaala 
of  mankind.  We  well  remember  what  you  said 
at  the  corameiicement  of  this  war.  You  saw  the 
immense  difference  between  yonr  circutni'ance* 
and  t!ioBe  of  your  enemies,  and  yju  knew  the 
quirrel  must  decide  on  no  less  than  your  Uvea, 
liberties  ud  eslttei.    Ail  tUcfC  yw  greatly  pal 
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to  every  hazird,  resolvinf^  rather  to  die  freemen 
thtn  to  live  tUves;  and  justice  will  obli^^e  the 

^  impartial  world  to  confess  you  have  uniformly 
ftcted  on  the  same  n^enerout  principle.  Conaider 
bow  much  you  have  done,  how  comparatively  little 
remains  to  be  done,  to  crown  you  with  success. 
Persevere,  and  you  ensure  peace,  freedom,  safety, 
glory,  sovereignty,  and  felicity  to  yourselves,  your 

^  children,  and  your  childrens'  children. 

Encouraged  by  favors  already  received  from 
infinite  goodness,  gratefully  acknowledging  them, 
tamestly  imploring  their  continuance,  constantly 
endeavoring  to  draw  them  down  on  your  heads  by 
an  tmendment  of  your  lives,  and  a  conformity  to  the 
Divine  Will,  humbly  conBding  in  the  protection 
go  often  and  wonderfully  eiperienced,  vigorously 
employ  the  means  placed  by  Providence  in  your 
hands,  for  completing  your  labors. 

Fill  up  your  battalions — be  prepared  in  every 
part  to  repel  the  incursions  of  your  enemies — place 
your  several  quotas  in  the  continental  treasury — 
lend  money  for  public  uses— sink  the  emissions 
of  your  respective  states— provide  effectually  for 
expediting  the  conveyance  of  supplies  fer  your 
armies  and  fleets,  and  for  your  allies — prevent  the 
produce  of  the  country  from  being  monopolized — 
effectually  superintend  the  behavior  of  public  ofH- 
cers— diligently  promote  piety,  virtue,  brotherly 
love,  learning,  fVugality,  and  moderation— and  may 
joa  be  approved  before  Almighty  God  worthy  of 
those  blessings  we  devoutly  wish  you  to  enjoy. 

Done  in  congress,  by  unanimous  consent,  this 

twenty -sixth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven 

hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

JOHN  JAY,  prendent. 
Attist.  • 

Chablss  Tboxsov,  tecretary. 

AvHAPOLTa,  Juhf  7f  1780. 
TO  TBI  nopLi  of  xabtlajid. 
Friendt  and  cwntrtfmen!  A  free  people,  from 
whom  the  trust  and  powers  of  government  are 
delegated  to  a  representative  council,  for  the 
better  management  of  the  public  interests,  have 
a  right  to  be  informed  at  all  times,  but  more 
especially  in  great  emergencies,  of  the  true  situa- 
tion of  their  affairs.  Duty,  therefore,  as  well  as 
inclination,  prompts  us  to  lay  before  you  the 
exigencies  and  the  danger  of  this,  in  common 
with  our  sister  states;  to  disclose  our  wants,  our 
resources,  and  the  means  of  calling  them  forth  in 
support  of  the  justest  cause  and  noblest  ends  a 
people  can  contend  for.    The  enemy,  convinced 


by  fatal  experience,  that  force  and  artifice  alone 
will  never  subdue  the  stubborn  spirit  of  liberty, 
have  long  depended  on  the  failure  of  our  nublie 
credit  to  accomplish  their  views  of  conquest:  the 
rapid  depreciation  of  our  paper  currency,  princi- 
pally owing  to  the  not  imposing  taxes  in  due  time, 
as  somewhat  adequate  to  the  public  demands, 
and  the  abilities  of  the  people  to  pay,  had  given 
foundation  to  the  opinion,  that  these  stat'es,  from 
the  want  of  money  to  support  the  war,  would  at 
length  give  up  the  contest,  and  bend  to  the  galling 
yoke  of  Britain.  The  event,  however,  we  trust  will 
discover  this  opinion  to  be  as  vain  and  delusive, 
as  many  others  entertained  by  our  inveterate  foe. 
The  congress  has  recommended  to  the  states  a 
plan  for  calling  in  their  bills  of  credit,  by  taxes  or 
otherwise,  which  has  been  adopted  by  this  and 
several  other  of  the  states.  Taxes,  equally  laid, 
quickly  collected,  and  faithfully  applied,  are  neces- 
sary to  give  efficacy  to  the  plan,  and  to  restore, 

and  when  restored,  to  preserve  public  credit. 

Experience  has  taught  us  the  necessity  of  taxation: 
a  free  people,  seeing  that  necCf^sity,  and  the  im- 
portance of  victory,  on  which  their  liberty  depends, 
needs  no  exhortation  to  submit,  even  with  cheer- 
fulness, to  the  heaviest  taxes:  reflect,  that  these 
will  be  but  temporary,  and  the  benefits  result- 
ing from  them  most  extensive  and  permament;  if 
adequate  and  timely  exertions  are  made,  the  war, 
probably,  may  be  speedily  ended,  and  will  not  leave 
us  incumbered  with  a  load  of  debt,  under  which 
the  present  and  future  generations  must  otherwise 
inevitably  labor:  by  timely  and  due  exertions  we 
shall  avoid  the  evils  inseparable  from  a  great  na« 
tional  debt.    The  taxes  hitherto  imposed- cannot 
be  complained  of  as  very  burthensome:  our  pre- 
sent debt,   when  compared  with   our   probable 
resources  in  peace,  is  far  from  being  alarming;  a 
lingering  war,  however,  besides  consuming  our 
inliabitants,  wasting  our  resources,  accumulating 
expense,  will  subject  our  country  to  the  cruel  and 
wanton  devastations  of  an  enemy,  who  never  yet 
used  even  transient   victories  with  moderation. 
What  strong  incentives  to  the  most  vigorous  and 
spirited  efforts  are  deducible  from  these  reflec- 
tions! Rise  then  inio  action  with  that  ardor  which, 
despising,  overcomes  all  difficulties,  and   which 
led  you,  destitute  of  money,  of  allies,  of  arms  and 
soldiers,  to  encounter  one  of  the  most  powerful 
nations  in  Europe.    Single,  and  unsupported,  rnw 
and  undisciplined,  you  baffied  for  three  succcsive 
years  the  repeated  attacks  of  numerous  and  veteran 
bands.     Shall  we  now,  when  strengthened  by  a 
mighty  alliance,  droop  and  desert  the  field,  to ' 
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Wbicb  bonor,  the  stongesl  ileii,  thf  dc«reBiin(cr«sts 
•f  twnuii'itTx.  point;  lo  »hisli  Tieiary  U»elf  inviteii 
m^titt  A  wii-tike,  patent,  uid  Dug-rianlmoui  natlan, 
^h**  Hpoiiiei]  our  caute  wilb  ill  tint  wkrmtli  or 
i'ftici>d»hip,  and  U  d«:ermln«d  in  yield  tu  poirer. 
ifil)  lid.  a  reipeeuible  Unil  ui'l  114V1I  taret  miy  tic 
dtil;  PTpseted  on  our  cout  froai  Frunee,  reul]'  10 
«CtDnderthc  orders  of  our  pitrjotic  general.  How 
diigraCElul  vrauld  it  be  to  tbU  sLite,  were  it  iny 
^  Wiyl  icceisiry  in  tiyin^  that  great,  «iii!  g»od  mtn, 
nnder  Ihe  liumlliitin^  neceuity  or  ivowin^  to  our ; 
klliesini^iabititytoundertikeiiiyenterprUcorcon 
■cquenec  ■k^'"*'^  'be  eonmon  enemy)  pulicuUrly, 
if  Ihit  wckknsib  iliould  proceti,  noi  rrom  the  real 
Iniblllty  or  Ibii,  and  t)ie  otber  staiea,  bai  Trom 
Ibe  aiipineniaa,  or  the  want  oF  spirit  in  Uieir  peo- 
pler  We  have  billiflio  done  our  duty,  tUe  gene 
rral  bu  acknowledged  our  exertiuns,  and  we  entreat 

you,  by  all  tlut  ii  dear  tii  freemen,  not  to  lorreil 

llie  rtpuUtJan  you  have  ao  juilly  acijuirEili  let  u* 
«et  an  eiainple  at  f^rtiiade,  peraeverince  and  dia- 
intci-esteJnajs:  the»e  virtues  foria  tbe  oharicierof 
B^  true  rcpubtkani:  beware,  le!t  an  inordinate  love 
bF  riohe.  sbould  mark  ton  iirnngly  ouraj  remein- 
_     brr,  Ibil  you  entered  upon  thi>  war,  not  tbrough 
C   choice,   but  neceiiilyg  not  lo  acquire  wealth, 
power,  but  to  pre»erve  Lbecty  and  property; 
ntcEnber,  that  your  eauae  i«  righleoui,  that 
bad  not  reeoune  to  aniii,  until  the  bayonet  uplitied 
to  your  brrasli,  a  ditcrelionary  lurrendemrall  that 
■9  vaU!;.ble  <□  m>r>,  was  demviided  n-ich  menaces 
hoBIilr  force,  and  with  all  Ibe  iiiaolencc  of  conacio 
pDwer:  remember  too,  Ibat  you  have  pleijged 
eich  other  your  lives,   youp  foriu-ies,  and  your 
Kacted  honor,  in  defence  of  Uio<e  rights,  without 
the  enjoyment  uF  which,  life  is  but  miipry,  and  g-o- 


The  geieral  liaa  calif.!  upon  u«  to  complete  01 
bKltslioi",  anil  for  a  reinrorcement  of  a^Oi  militi, 
to  join  bim  with  all  expedition.    Cuosidcring  th 
approach  of  harreit,  and  attentive  la  your  e:i9e  an 
contenicnce,  we  have  o/Ftred  to  raite  an  addition! 
battalion,  ia  lieu  of  the  miUtia,  and  we  have   it. 
■atiafaction  to  inform  you,  that  the  general   hi 
appTOTOd  Ihe  ofl'er.  on  condition  that  tlis  batulioo 
be  reudy  at  Ihe  plaice  of  icndezvaua  by  tiie  1 
of  \Wa  monih  at  fwihecl.    Ty  tlie  law,  printed 
your  infbrmatioa,  and  wiili  which  we  inrreat  your 
r-»dy  compliance,  you  will  perceive  tint  we  have 
fc-ld  out  tlie  roost  liberul  encDiiragment  far 
,  upon  principles  of  eijualiiy  and  jujii 
n  negligenee.  indiCt.-ence,  or  the  Jread  of 


If.  froo 


danger  and  fatigue,  motivci  too  degrading  1 
imputed  to  frcemea,  or  from  any  oUier  1 


thit 


butiiVion  abould  nut  b«  raised  in  time,  we  bnr 
dir  cied  the  mili'.ia  to  be  called  out  in  claMM.  ta 
•uriply  the  place  of  regular  troopi:  your  ia^j, 
y<iiir  intereit,  and  no  doubt  your  incltnation,  will 
impel  you  to  aecond  tbe  views  of  your  represecta- 
lives;  without  your  eo-operitian,  in  Tain  may  we 
make  lawa,  or  concert  plans  tar  the  geneml  caaai; 
these  must  remain  at  dead  letter*,  unle>s  tncpint- 
ed  by  your  zeal  and  activity.  We  have  the  honor 
to  represent  men  wbo,  sensible  of  the  bleiisingt  of 
liberty,  must  know,  that  the  contlniiance  of  then 
rests  altogettier  on  the  succMtfid  issue  of  this  war. 
Yon  feel  not,  indeed,  at  present,  those  diElreitei, 
which  our  brethren,  wbote  country  ia  Ihe  ia>me> 
liate  scene  of  actioa,  are  exposed  to;  their  caiamt^ 
iea,  therefore,  psaaibly  may  make  a  lighter  in- 
iresEion  on  your  minds.  Contemplate,  we  beseecit 
(Ou,  tbe  ravages  commit  ted  by  tbe  Briliah  rbrccaoi 
be  plains  of  Jersey;  behold  the  dwelling.i  of  the 
poor  and  rich  in  flames,  or  reduced  to  aaliu;  tbe 
fruits  of  a  long  and  laboiioits  industry  twepl  in. 
Slanlly  away  as  by  a  torrrnl;  view  the  helpless 
the  aged  parent,  the  tender  rirgin,  vic^ott 
savage  Fury,  and  unbridled  luats  of  as 
t  soldieryt  view  these  scenes  of  horror  sail 
:  roufe,>nd  revenge  these  wrnnga,  IbrlheM 
in  our  tum  ihall  feel,  if  we  ref.tse  our  aid 
to  drive  these  apoileni  and  invaders  Irom  our  lindi 
emulate  the  conduct  of  the  brave  miltiia  of  onr 
sister  statesg  the  proofs  of  courage  and  patriotism, 
which  they  huve  aihibiled,  youcannot  but  applauJ, 
and  therefore  must  n-ibli  to  ioiitale,  and,  if  poiti- 

The  prize  we  are  contending  for  ia  inestimabtt; 
the  blood  of  tlioie  heroes,  which  has  been  died 
in  this  just  and  glorioiu  cause,  tbe  inviolable  lies 
of  plighted  faith,  tbe  necesaiiy  of  conqueiing, 
gratitude  to  our  illustrious  general,  and  to  tbe 
brave  men  tinder  bis  command,  all,  contpirmg,  call 
iloud  for  our  redoubled  elTorta.  Our  army  ia 
aenk,  and  reinforced  it  must  be,  lo  act  on  Ihs 
defensive,  or  olTensively,  ss  circutnstst.ccs  may 
rquirc;  reinforeemenls,  proportionable  lo  those 
demanded  from  this,  are  to  be  fumiibed  b;  ifa* 
other  atiiea.  The  FiH  of  Cbarlestovn,  and  the 
distress  of  our  brave  friends  in  that  quarter,  have 
infused  freeb  vigour  into  the  counciU  of  .^mcricuu 
let  us,  like  the  Romani  of  old,  draw  new  resoircei 
and  an  increase  of  courage,  even  from  dcfeitr,  and 
msnifect  to  the  world,  that  we  are  ibtn  moat  to  b« 
dreaded,  when  most  depressed. 
By  order  of  the  generil  atsembly, 

DAN.  of  SI,  THO.  JENIFEIl,  Pre*.  Se» 
JOSU.S  DliALL,  Spr.  Ho.  Uel. 
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COMMODORE  TUCKER. 

From  the  Euuem  Argut,  pubHghed  at  Portland, 
\Huine,  of  Dfc.  12,  1820. 
It  18  with  great  »ati»facticn  that  wc  hive  it  in 
our  power  to  state,  that  the  venerable  eommodorc 
Tlxxib  has  been  appointed,  by   the  unanimous 
votes  of  the  electoral  college  of  this  state,  a  spe- 
cial messenger  to  carry  the  votes  for  president  and 
\ice  president  to  the  seat  of  government.    And  a 
gratifying  event  it  roust  be  to  this  war-vom  vete- 
ran, now  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age,  to 
be  the  bearer  of  the  unbought  suffrages  of  a  free 
people  for  another  revolutionary  worthy  to  fill  the 
highest  office  in  their  gift.    Commndore  Tucker 
was  among  the  most  distinguished  naval  comman- 
ders in  the  w  ar  of  the  revolution.    Though  it  is  not 
our  intention,  at  this  time,  to  give  an  outline  of  the 
interesting  adventures  of  this  officer  through  our 
eight  years  struggle  for  independence,  it  may  not 
be  unacceptable  to  our  readers  to  be  reminded  of 
•ome  of  the  important  benefits  which  our  country 
derived  from  his  «kill  and  courage  in  the  time  of 
her  greatest  need.     We  are  apt,  in  the  unbroken 
flow  of  prosperity,  to  fii^et  the  merits  and  achieve- 
ments of  those  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  it. 

In  March,  1776,  after  the  British  army  had  been 
driven  from  Boston  in  shameful  flight,  and  were 
lying  with  the  fleet  at  Long- Island  point,  a  trans- 
port, loaded  with  powder,  for  the  use  of  the  troops, 
was  captured  by  a  vessel  under  the  .orders  of  com- 
modore Tucker,  and  commanded  by  one  of  his  of- 
ficers, jusi  before  she  arrived  within  the  protection 
of  the  British  guns.  The  merits  of  the  arrange- 
iDents  for  the  capture  belonged  to  the  commodore, 
mnd  he  received,  if  we  are  not  mistaken,  the  thanks 
of  general  Washingion.  Though  Bostott  was  then 
evacuated,  it  wiil  be  recollected  by  those  who  are 
conversant  wiih  that  period  of  our  history,  that  the 
enemy  had  been  drivtn  from  his  post  by  a  band  of 
ireemen,  armed  only  with  fowling  pieces,  and  vrith- 
sut powder  sr  ball.  The  ammunition  tt  the  dispo- 
•ftl  of  the  American  commander  at  one  time,  was 
not  more  than  sufficient  to  iumish  his  army  with 
more  than  four  or  five  rounds  to  each  man.  The 
capture  of  this  vessel,  though  not  an  event  calcu* 
.  lated  to  attract  attention  by  the  dazzling  lustre 
of  military  glory,  was,  in  fact,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant naval  occurrences  of  tlie  war. 

Another  event,  of  superior  interest,  and  which 
diaplsyed  the  gallantry  of  the  commodore  in  a 
stronger  light,  was  the  preservation  of  the  Euststia 
fleet  in  1779.    The  American  agents  had  contract- 


the  army.  It  was  deposited  by  the  Dutch  roer, 
chants  in  Eustatia,  and  put  on  board  a  fleet  of  mer- 
chantmen to  be  transported  to  our  ports.  Com- 
modore Tucker  was  ordered  to  sail  with  the  /?•«- 
ton  frigate  and  Confederacy^  to  meet  this  fleet  and 
convoy  it  safe,  at  all  events,  into  port. ,  The  salva- 
tion of  the  army  and  of  the  country,  depended  on 
the  safe  arrival  of  these  supplies,  the  soldiers  be- 
ing not  only  without  pay,  but  destitute  of  cloth- 
ing, and,  as  soldiers  always  will  be  in  such  case?, 
irritated,  refractory,  and  mutinous.  The  moment 
of  the  commodore's  meeting  this  fleet  was  most 
critical.  Two  British  frigates  were  then  in  the 
pursuit,  and  were  now  within  gun-shot  of  the  hind- 
ermost  vessels,  when  two  strange  sail  were  seen 
bearing  down  upon  them  directly  ahead.  A  sig- 
nal was  made  for  the  fleet  to  disperse,  and  soon 
after.  Tucker  having  come  within  hailing  distance 
of  one  of  the  foremost  vessels,  discovered  that  it 
was  the  fleet  of  which  he  was  in  the  pursuit.  He 
instantly  made  a  signal  for  the  Confederacy  to  bear 
down  upon  and  attack  the  windward  sail,  while  he 
wore  ship  and  prepared  to  engage  the  vessels  at 
the  leeward.  The  enemy,  however,  thotigh  supe- 
rior in  force,  declined  meeting  him.  He  fled  to 
New-Tork,  where  the  commander,  after  a  sham 
trial,  was  acquitted  on  the  excuse  that  his  crew 
was  mutinous;  and  the  American  commodore  led 
his  fleet  in  triumph  into  the  harbor  of  Philadel- 
phia, without  the  loss  of  a  ship.  The  safe  ariival 
of  this  fleet  was  a  most  important  event  to  the 
country. 

Soon  after,  the  British  commander  fitted  out  a 
vessel  for  the  express  purpose  of  cruising  for  Tuck- 
er, and  bringing  the  rebel  into  the  harbor  of  New- 
York.  His  ship  was  again  somewhat  superior  to 
the  Boston,  and  manned  with  fifty  chosen  men,  in 
addition  to  the  usual  crew.  He  soon  had  the  good 
or  ill  fortune  to  meet  with  Tucker.  Such  was  the 
skill  and  adroitness  with  which  the  American  com- 
mander manoeuvred,  that  he  brought  his  ship  with- 
in half  pistol  shot  under  the  quarters  of  the  British 
vessel,  before  the  captain  discovered  that  it  was 
an  enemy,  the  commodore  having  English  colors 
flying.  He  then  sent  up  the  stars  snd  stripes,  and 
summoned  the  enemy  to  surrender.  Such  was  the 
commanding  position  that  the  American  frigate 
had  obtained,  that  the  British  captain  thought  it 
prudent  to  surrender  before  a  gun  was  fired  on 
either  side. 

Commodore  Tucker's  enterprise  and  naval  ta- 
lents were  in  constant  requisition,  and  be  was  in 


cd  in  Holland  for  a  large  quantity  of  clothing  for  1  active  senrice  during  the  whole  war.  He  took  iraoL 


1 


the  enitny  teveni^fi-oe  prizct,  and  more  thin  s 
BiniDDKO  ABD  rirTT  mouDtcil  cannon,  *  grr*K 
number,  wcbelicTe,  than  wu  caplDred  by  wiy  other 
luval  comniandcr. 

{Tj"  Wtien  Ibe  venerible  p«triot  wrUtA  *t  Wuh' 
ih^on  with  the  clecioml  intes,  it  waa  conieoiplal 
cd  to  pus  1  resotuticn  tn  admit  him  vtlhin  the  btr 
of  the  house  of  TcprcsFntitivei.  But  it  li  ■  ituid 
ing  rule  of  the  house,  that  ■!!  persons  to  vhoin  ■ 
»ote  of  Ihmks  \\ti  been  pasted,  nny  use  thai  pri 
vilege,  and  it  vas  found  that  commodore  Tucker 
isig'ht  ctaiiQ  it  from  ■  vote  cf  the  old  congress — 
and  Ihe  house  had  too  mucli  sensibility  on  the  sub- 
ject, in  any  manner  to  drpreciate  so  honorable  i 
cliitD,  by  actini;  on  the  cas*,  except  to  permit  him 
to  tike  a  scat  as  a  matter  of  right. 

Hia  presence  al  Washington  gave  rise  to  a  pub- 
lication of  the  following  correcpondence — 

QriiCT,  Janiinrji  18.  ISIS, 

Sib— Samuel  Tucker,  esq.  ■  member  of  our  AIm- 
lacliuseils  legialalure,  hta  ■  petition  to  govern- 
meal  for  juaiiee  or  cuatamary  faTor  to  meritorious 
officers,  which  will  be  explained  before  the  proper 
judges.  I  cannot  refuse  his  request  to  certify  whit 
I  know  of  his  character  ajid  history.  My  acquain- 
tance with  bim  commenced  early  in  the  ytar  i7/'6, 
vhCD  he  waa  lirst  appointed  to  a  command  in  the 
UT|,  in  which  be  serred  with  reputation  and  with- 
out leproacb;  to  the  end  of  the  year  1783- 

Hi»  biographhy  would  mate  a  conspicuous  figure 
even  at  tbia  day,  in  the  nival  anntU  of  the  United 
States.    I  can  be  pajlicular  only  in  one  insiance. 

in  1778.  h.  *ai  ordered  to  Fruice  in  the  B,.ioni  „^ha,  and  had  been  lying 
ftigale.  He  aailed  in  February,  and  soon  fell  in  j^j,^  Upon  TuekeH.  hailing  ■ 
with  three  British  frigates,  5eni  from  Khode  Island 


eipresaly  to  intercept  him.  Fighlitigof  oneagaii 
three  was  out  of  the  ques'.ion.    In  a  chase  of  Uij 
days  and  three  nighli,  be  baffled  alt  the  inveniio 
and  defeated  all  the  nunituvrea  of  the  enemy,  and 
was   aeparated  from  him,   at  last,   in  the  Gulph 
Stream  bj  a  furioua  hurricane,  whicti,  for  three  day) 
more,  threatened  bim  with  immediate  destructi 
Nor  was  Ibis  his  last  danger  from  seas  or  from  e 
mies.    He  had  t'O  other  storms,  and  two  other 
detachments  of  Brilisli  men  of  wi 


I  heartily  wiah  captain  Tnekc  aupcFsij  tfidbtg 
the  faror  of  yon,  air,  to  communicate  to  any  f^ 
mittee,  who  may  ha  charged  with  ih-  cx^ctinaia 
of  his  application,  ihii  letter  from  your  frieful  M 
humble  servant, 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
ffon.  Mr.  Crtvninihitld, 

Setrelery  oftl,e  navy  nftlv;  U.  S. 

Tbe  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  (he  arijj^nd  flow 
In  my  poisesaion- 

MARiC  L.  mu. 

Connected  with  Ibi*  letter  is  ananecd*ie  of  tbe 
now  venerable  writer,  which  we  do  not  recotleet 
to  have  before  seen  in  print.    Prom  the  unaffected 
iplicily  with  which  the  letter  is  writlen,  it  would 
appear  that  Mr.  Adams  was  on  board  the  ves- 
sel commanded  by  captain  Tucker,  in  Ihe  cr.iite  of 
ipeaka;  but  tbia  via  Ihe  fact.    C4>laia 
Tucker  then  commanded  Ihe  Boston  frigate,  aid 
was  charged  with  the  impornni  du'y,  at  that  diffi- 
cult time,  of  carrying  Mr.  Adanu  out  as  amhaiti. 
dor  to  France.    About  Gfteei.  days  befiire  their  ar- 
rival at  Bordeaiii,  there  hove  in  sight  a  large  Bng- 
iih  ahin.  showing  a  tier  of  guns-    Tucker  imme. 
liitrly  held  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Adams,  aasor- 
ed  him  he  could  lalie  ber,  and  mshed  to  obtain  hit 
down  for  her;  this  was  granted.— 
The  BoBlon  bore  down:  Mr.  Adam*  Iwiag  a  «»■ 
eomWlant,  was  desired  to  retire  into  tbe  codf  it, 
w  water.     He  descended,  at  this  request,  into 
cabin.    Tucker  returned  immediately  to  hia 
duly,  and  in  fifie rn  minutes  the  Bostoo  was  within 
bail  of  the  English  ship,  whicli  proved  to  be  the 

ig  llie  Britiah  ship,  «he 

answered  by  a  broadside,  wtiieh  shot  away  a  piece 


^  of  the  mizeo  yard  of  the  Boston,  which  fell  u 
=  Tucker's  ihoulder,  and  brought  him  »Ut  oo  tbe 

■  deck.    Thia.for  a  moment,  prevented  tbe  order  l» 
m  the  Ere:  but  as  he  leaped  from  the  deck  and 

1   gained  hii  legs,  he  found  the  colors  of  the  Martha 
^  hauled  downi  and  looking  firward,  tiitemti  Ur, 

■  Jidaint  nmonj  tht  marina,  mih  b  niHitei  in  hu  iat^ 
ling  privalflt  opfiOtil  I(  Ihr  ejicer  -fthe  menna 

'■r  for  a  sun,  and  taken  hi,  .<nn=B  amavf  tij*.  Al 
IS  light,  captain  Tucker  became  alarmedi  ft*  be 
one  in  the  English  channel,  and  anoUier  in  the  B*y  ^„  responsible  for  the  safety  of  Mr.  Adaooi  and 
•f  Biscay.    He  arrived  in  Bordeaux  in  April.  walking  up  to  the  ambassador,  d«ired  to  lrao« 

Nothing  but  vigilance,  patience,  j.nd  persever- [ ''"*  '"  ""*  ""*"'  "P""  ^'^''"=^  '^^'  "^'^r  tttiiei, 
ance,  added  to  consummate  nautical  skill,   eould'""*^  *'P''''E'"'' ""^  *'"* '""°'^'"''y ''f''"'- 
have  prtierred  that  ship  through  so  many  dangers  COMMODOIti;  BARNEV. 

M  that  equinoxial  aeiion.tnd  such  a  succession  ofi     By  unisprint,  we  presume,  the  late  coramodort 
irresiiUble  enemies.  Ijfj..^  „.„  ^^^  ,„  hire  captured  the  Britiah  tb\f 
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"General  Monk,"  in  1782.  The  error  brought 
forth,  in  the  Washington  City  Ctiieitc,  of  June 
— ,  1820,  the  following  explanation  and  remarkst 
in  a  letter  addrensed  to  the  editor:   • 


'   I  have  observed  in  your  Gazette,  taken  from  a 
Philadelphia  paper,  an  account  of  a  gallant  action 
performed  by  the  late  commodore  Barney,  during 
the  revolutionary  war.    I  allude  to  the  action  be- 
tween the  American  vessel  Hyder  Ally,  captain 
Barney,  and  his  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  of  war 
General  Monk,  capUin  Rogers,  in  1782.— ''Honor 
to  the  brave."    My  «nly  object  in  addressing  you 
this  letter,  is  to  correct  an  error  as  to  the  name  of 
the  commander  of  the  Hyder  Ally.    It  was  not 
captain  Barry,  as  is  erroneously  stated  in  the  pa 
perf .    It  was  the  late  commodore  Barney  who  com- 
naoded  the  Hyder  Ally;  the  same  who  received  a 
severe  wound  at  the  battle  of  Bladensburg,  and 
who  lately  died  at  Pittsburg,  in  Pennsylvania.    I 
was  then  in  Philadelphia,  quite  a  lad,  when  the  ac- 
'lion  took  place.    Both  ships  arrived  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  city  with  a  leading  wind,  immediately 
after  the  action,  bringing  with  them  all  their  killed 
and  wounded.    Attracted  to  the  wharf  by  the  sa- 
lute which  the  Hyder  KWy  fired,  of  thirteen  guns, 
which  was  then  the  custom,  (one  for  each  state)  I 
eaw  the  two  ships  lying  in  the  stream,  anchored 
near  each  other.    In  a  short  time,  however,  they 
warped  into  the  wharf  to  land  their  killed  and 
wounded,  and  curiosity  induced  me,  a*  well  as  ma- 
ny others,  to  go  on  board  each  vessel.    Tlie  Hyder 
Ally  was,  as  stated,  a  small  ship  of  16  six  pound- 
ers.   The  Monk,  a  king's  ship  of  large  dimensions, 
of  18  nine  pounders.    The  diiference  in  the  size 
and  equipments  of  the  \wo  ships  was  matter  of  as- 
tonbhment  to  all  the  beholders.    The  Gen.  Monk's 
decks  were,  in  every  direction,  besmeared  with 
blood,  covered  with  the  dead  and  wounded,  and 
reaembled  a  chamel  house.    Several  of  her  bow 
ports  were  knocked  into  one — a  plain  evidence  of 
the  well  directed  fire  of  the  Hyder  Ally.    She  was 
•  king's  ship,  a  very  superior  vessel,  a  fast  sailer, 
«nd  coppered  to  the  bends.    I  was  on  board  during 
the  time  they  carried  on  shore  the  killed  and 
wounded,  which  they  did  in  hammocks. 


tunate— when  we  were  about  to  engage,  it  was  the 
opinion  of  myself,  as  well  as  my  crew,  that  sh^ 
would  have  blown  us  to  atoms)  but  we  were  deter* 
mined  she  should  gain  her  victory  dearly.  One  of 
the  wounded  British  sailors  observed— '*Yes,  sir, 
captain  Rogers  observed  to  our  crew,  a  little  he- 
fore  the  action  commenced,  *Now,  my  boys,  we 
shall  have  the  Yankee  ship  in  five  minutes;'  and  so 
we  all  thought,  but  here  we  are."— You  will  find,  by 
a  recurrence  to  the  journals  of  the  old  congress, 
that  a  sword  was  voted  to  captain  Jo^kua  JBamey, 
for  the  gallantry  ditplayed  in  the  action  -aiih  hit  £ri* 
tannic  Majetty't  thip  General  M»nk. 

I  can  readily  account  why  the  name  of  captaia 
Barry  should  have  been  inserted  instead  of  captain 
Barney. — Capt  Barry,  about  the  aame  time,  com- 
manded a  brig  of  16  six  poanders,  called  the  Hi- 
bemia,  and  was  fortunate  in  capturing  several  Bri- 
tish armed  vessels.  He  afterwards  commanded  the 
frigate  United  States,  now  in  our  service,  and  thea 
on  the  West  India  station,  and  was  very  successful 
during  our  short  war  with  the  French  republic. — 
He  died  m  PhUadelphia  in  1803.  I  feel  the  more 
disposed  to  set  this  matter  right,  as  commodore 
Barney  was  an  intimate  friend  of  mine.  If  you  think 
these  items  of  information  worthy  of  insertion  ia 
your  Gazette,  they  are  at  yotir  service. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yotirs,  &c.  Co* 


WILUAM  ELLERT, 

oaa  Of  THS  sisirsBs  or  tms  Daci.AmATro«  ov  niBi- 

PXHDBirCS, 

Extract  of  a  letter,  dated  Newport,  B.  I.  March  14^ 

U820. 


I  was  present  at  a  conversation  which  took  place 
on  the  quarter  deck  of  the  General  Monk,  between 
captain  Barney  and  several  merchants  in  Philadel- 
phia. 1  remember  one  of  them  observing,  "why, 
captain  Barney,  you  have  been  truly  fortunate  in 
capturing  this  vessel,  considering  she  is  so  far  su- 
perior to  you  in  point  of  size,  guns,  men  and  me- 


<«01d  Mr.  EUery  died  like  a  philosopher.     Ia 
truth,  deatji.  in  its  common  form,  never  came  near 
him.    His  strength  wasted  gradually  for  the  last 
year,  until  he  had  not  enough  left  to  draw  in  his 
breath,  and  so  be  ceased  to  breathe.    The  day  on 
which  he  died  he  got  up  as  ustul  jmd  dressed 
himself,  took  his  old'  flag  bottomed  chair,  without 
arms,  in  which  he  had  sat  for  more  than  half  a 
century,  and  was  reading  Tully'a  Offices,  in  the 
Latin,  without  glasses,  though  the  print  was  as  fine 
as  that  of  the  smallest  pocket  bible.     Dr.  W. 
stopped  in  on  his  way  to  the  hospital,  as  he  usually 
didi  and*  on  perceiving  the  old  gentleman  could 
scarcely  raise  his  eyelids  to  look  at  him,  took  his 
hand,  and  found  that  his  pulse  was  gone.    After 
drinking  a  little  wine  and  water,  Dr.  W.  told  him 
his  pulse  beat  stronger.    <*0  yes,  doctor,  I  have  a 
charming  pulse."    But,  he  continued,  ''it  is  idle  to 


ial.**    Yes  sir,  he  replied,  I  do  coniidcr  myself  for.  •  talk  to  me  in  this  way.    I  am  going  off  the  sta|^e 


416 


PRmCIPLE4  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  SBTOLUTION. 


of  Ifftp  ud  it  it  ft  great  blestipip  tbat  I  go  ^ee 
from  tiekMMy  p^Sn  and  tonow."  Sooie  time  after, 
hii  daughter,  ftndii^  hioi  beoone  extremely  weak. 
wiAei  bim  to  be  put  to  bed,  which  he  at  firtt 
bbjeeted  to»  aayiog  he  felt  no  pain,  aad  there  wai 
so  oceancm  fbr  liia  goiiig  to  bed.  Preaently  after, 
however,  fearing  he  might  poaaibly  fall  out  of  hia 
chair,  he  tdd  them  they  might  get  liim  iipriglit 
in  the  bed,  to  that  be  ooold  cootimie  to  read. 
They  did  io^  aad  he  eootinaed  reading  Cicero  very 
i|uletly  §bt  aome  timet  preaeatly  they  locked  at  him 
and  fbund  bim  dead,  aitting  ie  the  aame  poature, 
with  the  beck  midcr  Ilia  chin,  at  a  man  who  become 
drowsy  aadgeee  to  aleep.* 


GENERAL  CROPPER. 
Dun— At  Ua  aeates  Bowma^s  Folly,  ait  aizteea 
nSimtca  paat  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Mon> 
day,  151b  of  Janntty,  18S1,  general  JaAn  Cr^perf 
in  the  6dUi  year  of  hia  age,  after  an  illneaa  of  deven 
days.    He  embarked  early  in  the  cauae  of  faSa  coun- 
try, and  waa  dioaen  a  cAptain  in  the  9tb  Vitginia 
regiment  ee  continental  eatabliahmeat,  when  only 
n'meteen  or  twenty  years  of  age,  and  marched  in 
December,  1776,  to  the  north  to  jdn  the  army  on- 
der  the  command  of  the  illuatriona  iraiMRffm. 
General  Cropper  was  proM»ted  ffeom  a  captaincy 
in  the  9th  Yiiginia  regiswnt  to  a  major  hi  the  5th 
Virgbiia  regiment    Gen  C  waa  at  the  battle  of 
Brandywine^  when  He  5tb  Yngfaiia  tcpaaent  waa 
nearly  cut  to  pieces,  and  from  which,  during  the 
action,  his  colonel  and   lieutenant  colonel  both 
ranaway.    Gen.  C.  then  retreated  with  the  remmin- 
der  of  the  regiment,  and  lay  concealed  in  some 
bushes  on  the  battle  ground,  until  near  day-break 
of  the  same  night  of  the  engagement^between 
mid-night  and  dsy-break,  he  stole  off  end  marched 
to  Chester,  with  a  red  handkerchief  lashed  to  a 
ramrod  fbr  colors.    On  Chester  Bridge,  general  C. 
waa  met  by  the  illustrious  Gewge  Wathington  and 
general  Woodlbrd.    The  latter  alighted  from  his 
horse,  embraced  gen.  Cropper,  and  pressed  him 
to  his  bosom  and  said,  '*He  whom  we  thought  was 
loit,  is  found.*'— Gen.  C.  was  then  promoted  to  a 
lieutenant  colonel  in  the  7th  Virginia  regiment, 
and  was  at  the  battles  of  Germantown  and  Mon- 
mouth Courthouse.     From  the  7th  Virgioia  regi- 
ment  he  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the 
eleventh  Virginia  regiment,  by  the  Marquis  Oe  La 
Fayette,  which  regiment  he  commanded  until  his 
return  to  Virginia,  on  the  30th  of  November,  1782. 
The  day  on  which  the  preliminary  articlea  of  peace 
were  signed  at  Parb«  gen.  Cropper  was  engaged 
with  com.  Whaley,  b  the  barge  Victory,  in  the 


Chea«peake  B  .y,  against  tve  Brlimlt'  bargc^wdor 
the  command  of  com.  Pmy.  A.t,  tbe  coaiMMe- 
ment  of  thia  engagement,  there  were  attaribij  la 
com.  Whaley'a  aqujdron  three  other 
bargca,  all  of  which  tan  off  as  aoon  an  the 
oMot  ocmmenced,  and  left  com.  Whnley 
contend  with  five  Britlah  bar^es^  fnil 
Com.'  W.  had  on  board  hia  bark«  9 
pally  citisens  of  tbe  countiea  of 
NorUiamptoo.  Abont  tbe  middle  ef  tiM 
ment,  com.  Wa  magaaane  took  fliew  et 
aeveral  of  his  men  were  ofcibosed  tisngii^  If  te 
rigging-S9  menontof  €0  were  kUlnd  ob 
com.  W*s  barge^  together  wiUi  the 
liinwelf  In  thia  engagement,  gencnl 
to  contend  with  two  white  men  md  o 
anned  with  cntlaaaee  and  boarding  pikfl^ 
fended  himself  with,  n  mosket  and 
of  the  general'^  anti^onlstn  atmek  him-  with  • 
cotlaaa  en  tbe  head^  wlucb  Mni^ 
down.  In  tbe  middle  of  thia  individiml 
the  negro  diacovering  hia  yonng  nueiev  i 
peraon  with  whom  he  and  tbe  two  while  j 
engaged,  cried  out,  **dave  bim^he  in  ■ 
maatcr!"— Goi.  Cropper  afterwarde  aet  Ihb 
ful  man  free,  and  aettled  him  In  the  ci^ 

more—General  John  Cropper  wan  hi  the  nerrlotif 
hia  beloveid  country  about  45  finin. 

were  acquainted  with  him,  know  he«r  he 
ed  his  duty  m  eveiy  atation  in  which  be 
Gen.  C.  retained  to  the  laat  hour  of  hia  lifiether< 
tion  and  love  he  bore  fbr  the  iUoatriima  Wading* 
fn,  the  aaviour  of  hia  country.  He  tried  to  imitate 
him  in  his  conduct  as  a  soldier  and  citisen.    Tbe 
deeds  of  this  great,  good,  and  illuatrioue  Ameri- 
can was  tbe  theme  of  general  Cropper  it  all 
times.  He  could  not  bear  to  hear  the  leant 
derogatory  to  the  character  of  the  beat  of  i 
and  more  than  once  has  gen.  Cropper 
sonally  engaged  to  defend  liis  fame.    Gen.  C  had 
the  honor  to  die  poaaessed  with  a  written  < 
from  Uit  pen  of  this  illustrious  personsge, 
evidenced  tbe  high  opuiion  he  entertained  of  the 
worth  of  the  deceased  as  an  officer.    This  deca* 
ment  was  ireaaured  ep  as  a  miaer  would  treaaore 
bis  gold,  and  but  few  persons  were  permitted  to 
read  it,  or  hear  it  read.    It  was  the  more  hijgbly 
prized,  because  this  illustrious  general  and  alatca- 
man  was  cautiout  in  discovering  his  opinioa^  er 
shewing  his  attachment  to  individuals — Gen.  Crop* 
per  was  tbe  soldier's  friend.— The  deceased  baa 
left  a  widow  and  seven  children,  and  ten  grand 
cliiidren,  to  deplore  his  losa.    The  writer  of  thm 
is  one  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  dceeaacd. 
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FEMALE  PENSIONER. 

Fr^m  the  Dtdham  (^3/a«t.  J  Beguter  rf  Dec  1830. 

We  were  much  gratified  U  le«m  that  during 
the  sitting  of  the  court  in  this  town  thepaat  week, 
Mrs.  Oannett^  of  Sharon,  in  this  fiountjr,  presented 
ibr  renewal,  her  claims  for  services  rendered  her 
country  as  a  toldier  in  the  revolutionary  army.  The 
fbllowing  brief  sketch,  it  is  presumed,  will  not  be 
uninteresting.  Tbis  extraordinary  woman  is  now 
in  the  62d  year  of  bar  age;  she  poesesses  a  clear 
understanding,  and  a  general  knowledge  of  passing 
events;  fluent  in  speech,  and  delivers  her  senti- 
ments in  correct  language,  with  deliberate  and 
measured  accent;  easy  in  her  deportment,  affable 
in  her  mtnners,  robust  and  masculine  in  her  sp- 
pearance.  She  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age, 
when  our  revolutionary  struggle  commenced.  The 
patriotic  sentiments  which  inspired  the  heroes  of 
those  days  and  urged  them  to  battle,  found  their 
way  to  a  female  bosom.  The  news  of  the  csmage 
which  had  taken  place  on  the  plains  of  Lexington 
had  reached  her  dwelling — the  sound  of  the  can- 
non at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  had  vibrated  on 
ber  ears;  yet  instead  of  diminishing  lier  ardor,  it 
only  served  to  increase  her  enthusiasm  in  the 
sacred  cause  of  liberty,  in  which  cause  she  beheld 
ber  country  engaged.  She  privately  quitted  her 
peaceful  home  and  the  habiliments  of  ber  sex,  and 
appeared  at  the  head  quarters  of  the  American 
army  as  a  young  man,  anxious  to  join  his  efforts 
to  those  of  his  countrymen,  in  their  endeavors  to 
oppose  the  inroads  and  encroachments  of  the  com- 
inoo  enemy.  She  was  received  and  enrolled  in  the 
army  by  the  name  of  JRobert  SUurtUJft.  For  the 
•pace  of  fAree  jftarf  she  performed  the  duties  and 
endured  the  hardships  and  fatigues  of  a  soldier; 
during  which  time,  she  gained  the  confidence  of 
ber  officers  by  her  expertness  and  precision  in  the 
manuel  exercise,  and  by  her  exemplary  conduct 
She  was  a  volunteer  in  several  hazardous  enter- 
prises, and  was  twice  wounded  by  qiusket  balls. 
80  well  did  she  contrive  to  conceal  her  sex,  that 
her  eompsnions  in  arms  had  not  the  least  suspicion 
that  the  **blooming  soldier"  fighting  by  their  sides 
was  a  female;  till,  at  length,  a  severe  wound,  which 
ahe  received  in  battle,  and  which  had  well  nigh 
closed  her  earthly  campaign,  occasioned  iha  dis- 
covery. On  her  recovery  she  quitted  the  army  and 
becsme  intimate  in  the  families  of  gen.  Wnshitig 
ton,  and  other  disiingrutshed  officers  of  the  revolu- 
tion.   A  few  years  afterwards  she  was  married  to 


doubt.  There  are  many  living  wii:  cii&t '.  in  this 
county,  who  recognized  her  on  her  appearance  at 
the  court,  and  were  ready  to  attest  to  her  services. 
We  often  hear  of  such  heroines  in  other  countri^, 
but  this  is  an  inatance  in  our  own  country  and  with* 
in  the  circle  of  our  acquaintance. 

TBZASOV. 

An  ordinance  of  the  otato  of  Pennoy'vania.  declaring 
lohat  ihall  he  treaton,  and  fir  puniahiug  the  aame, 
end  other  crimet  and  practiceo  againot  the  state. 

Whereas,  government  ought  at  all  times,  to  take 
the  most  effectual  measures  fob  the  safety  atid  se- 
curity of  the  state.  Be  it  therefore  ordained  and 
declared,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared, 
by  the  representatives  of  the  fireemen  of  the  stute 
of  Pennsylvania,  hi  general  convention  met.  That 
all  and  every  person  and  persons,  (except  prison* 
ers  of  war)  now  inhabiting  or  residing  within  the 
limits  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  or  that  shall 
voluntarily  come  into  the  same  hereafter,  to  inha- 
bit or  sojourn,  do,  and  shall  owe  and  pay  allegiance 
to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  all  and  every  bUcU  person  and  p 'Ar- 
sons, so  owing  all^ianee  to  the  state  of  Pcnnayf- 
vania,  who,  from  and  af^er  the  publication  herrcf, 
shall  levy  war  against  this  at.)te,  or  be  adherent  to 
the  king  of  Great  Britain^  or  others 

or  to  the  enemica 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  giving  him  or 
them  aid  or  assistance  within  the  limits  of  this 
state,  or  elsewhere,  and  shall  be  thereof  duly  con- 
victed in  any  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  hereafter 
to  be  erected,  according  to  law,  shall  be  adjuged 
guilty  of  high  treason,  and  forfeit  his  lands,  tene- 
ments, goods  and  chatties,  to  the  use  of  the  state, 
and  be  imprisoned  any  term  not  exceeding  the  du- 
ration of  the  present  war  with  Great  Britain,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  judge  or  judges. 

And  be  it  farther  ordained  and  declared,  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  any  person  or  per<ions 
(except  as  before  excepted)  residing,  inhabiting, 
or  sojourning  in  tbis  state,  who  shall  hereafter 
know  of  such  treason,  and  conceal  the  same,  or 
that  shall  receive  or  assist  such  traitor,  knowing 
him  to  be  such,  and  shall  be  thereof  July  convict- 
ed, as  aforesaid,  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  mis- 
prison of  treason,  and  suffer  the  forfeiture  of  one 
third  of  his  good«  and  chattels,  landn  and  tene- 


her  present  husband,  and  is'  now  the  mother  of  ments,  to' the  use  of  the  state,  and  be  imprisoned 
seteral  chiklreo.    Of  thcic  facts  there  aan  be  no  any  term  not  exceeding  the  duration  of  the  pre* 

'  ' 53. 
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sent  war  with  Great  Britain,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  judge  or  judges. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  and  declared^  That 
ID  all  convictions  for  high  treason,  the  judge  or 


province  of  Pennsylraoia  will  follow  their  eisiiple 
in  a  few  Weeks.  Our  mtliiia  will  «inount  to  nst 
less  than  60,000  men.  Nothing  but  a  total  repol 
of  the  acts  of  parliament  of  which  we  complsia, 


judges,  before  whom  the  trial  is  had.  mav,  out  of  ^*''  P"^^"*  *  ^»^"  ^^  '"  America.     Our  opposi. 

ihc  estate  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.  m.k« !  '*""*  ^'^  "°^  '^«"  ^«  desperation.    It  would  be  ss 

such  provision  for  the  wife  or  children,  if  any.  of  I  ^^^  ^**  *"»y  *  »^«'"» '"  *^«  «««*«•  »>y  •  •^^^  'W'rf. 

the  criminal,  as  he  or  they,  in  his  or  their  discre- 1 "  ^°  *"''^"«  ^*»«  fr««  'P'^'^  of  Americmna.  without 

a  total  redress  ^f  their  grievances.  M»y  a  spirit 
of  wisdrim  descend  at  last  upon  our  ministry,  and 
rescue  the  British  empire  from  destruction!  We 
tremble  at  the  thoughts.of  a  separation  from  Great 
Britain.  All  our  glory  and  happiness  bare  been 
derived  fi-om  you.  But  we  are  in  danger  of  beiiy 
shipwrecked  upon  your  rocks.  To  avoid  tbesc^ 
we  are  willing  to  be  tossed,  without  a  compass  or 
guide,  for  a  while,  upon  an  ocean  of  blood.  «*Wi$h. 
ing  you  success  in  your  disinterested  laboun  t» 
promote  the  happiness  of  this  cotintry,  I  am,  st^ 
{ with  much  esieem  for  your  firmness,  your  most 
;  obedient  humble  servant." 

I  [.iimm^t  Hememhraneer. 


tion  may  deem  necessary. 

And  be  it  farther  ordained  and  declared,  That 
this  ordinance  shall  be  in  force,  till  the  end  cf  the 
first  session  of  the  first  assembly  that  shall  meet 
under  the  new  constitution  of  this  state,  and  no 
longer. 

Passed  in  convention,  September  5,  1776,  and 
signed  by  their  order. 

B.  FRANKLIN,  President. 

ATTKST. 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jun.  Sec. 

MISCELLAXEOUS  ARTICLES. 

FBOX  VAEIOUS  SOURCES. 


jAirvAMT  21,  1775. 

.i  letter  front  a  gentleman  in  the  province  oJMtuw^ 
chu»ett9t  to  /tig  friend  in  Londun. 
"  Vou  have,  no  doubt,  long  before  this  time,  heard 


Philadblphia,  Dec,  24, 1774.  ' 
The  following  letters  from  a  gentleman  in  Ame- 
ricas to  a  member  cf  the  British  parliament,  may 
he  depended  upon  aa  authentic:  j  the  particulars  of  the  general  congresa,  and  that 

-The  proclamation  forbidding  the  eiportationj  ^'^^  ^°"^^  ^^  the  country  have  digested  their 
of  gunpowder  and  fire  arms  to  America,  seems  in-  **^°"&*»^«  "P^n  them,  if  not  sdopted  their  cooM^ 
tended  to  take  away  from  the  colonies  the  power  '>"*"*  P**"^  of  conduct.  God  grant  tliat  the  natkm 
of  defending  themselves  by  force.  I  think  it  my'*"^  parliament  may  think  favorably  of  them,  snd 
<nity  to  inform  you.  that  the  said  proclamation  will  ■^'**"^  ^^^  P*'*>'*^''  ^^  ^^^  petition  to  the  kmg.- 
be  rendered  ineffectual  by  a  manufactory  of  gun-i  ^"^*'"  ^^'^  America  are  made  to  be  friends;  sad 
j>«.w<ler,  which  has  lately  been  set  on  foot  in  this  I  *^  **  ^^®  "^'^  unnatural,  detestable  quarrel  be- 
province,  the  materials  of  which  may  be  procured  \  ^""^^^  ^^^^  ^*^**  ®^^^  happened  in  the  world, 
in  great  perfection  among  ourselves,  snd  at  an'^"^°"' *"^  ^°^®"*^*"*  ""^^  *'"^^®'' '^y  **»*^^«y 
eisier  rate  than  they  can  be  imported  from  Great!  ^'*"'  ^"*  ^'"®  quarrel  never  iv-ill,  and  never  can  be 
Britain.  There  are  moreover  gun-smiths  enough !  "^^*^*  "P'  **"^  ^^  restoring  us  to  the  stale  we  were 
In  this  province,  to  make  one  hundred  thousand!'"' "^  ^''^*^-  *^  »««» certain  as  thai  London  or  B^twi 
eland  of  arms  in  one  year,  at  28  *.  sterUng  a-piece,  j  ®^"^»  ^^^^  "°  °^*^^^  P^^°  °^  scheme  of  policy  that 
if  they  should  be  wanted,  it  may  not  be  amiss  tol^^"  ^*"  ^^  invented,  will  keep  the  two  countries 
make  this  intelligence  as  public  as  possible,  that  I  *°*5®^***^''»  ^^^^^*^^"^^^^  "■^""^»<^^^^*^»»"d  which 

our  rulers  may  see  the  impossibility  of  enforcing  p^P^^*^"^^  ^"^^"^^  "^^*"^  ^^''  ^^^  >*^^*-  ^^  «« 
the  late  acts  of  pariiament  by  arms.  Such  is  the|  ^**"'  *^  "  delirium,  it  is  frenzy  to  think  of  drag.oo- 
wonderful  martial  spirit  which  is  enkindled  among  |  *"^  ^^^^^  millions  of  English  people  out  of  their 
us,  that  we  begin  to  think  the  whole  force  of  Bri-'  '^^^rties,  at  the  disunoc  of  3000  miles.  It  U  sWW 
tain  could  not  subdue  us.     We  trust  no  less  to  the!  ^^^^  extravagantly  T)iild  for  a  nation  to  think  of 


natural  advantages  of  our  country  than  to  our  nuin- 


doing  it,  when  itself  is  sinking  down  into  a  bot- 


hers, and  military  preparations,  in  the  conlldence'i  ^°*"^"^  ^"^P^*  of  debt,  in  order  to  make  the  con- 
and  security  of  whiclj  we  boast.    The  four  Xewl'^^"*^^  **^  ^"  ^"^  °^*^' 

England  colonies,  together  with  Virginia  and  Mary- 1     "The  congress  have  drav/n  a  line  by  the  banks 
lai.d,  are  coroplricly  armed  and  disciplined.    'Ihej  cf  the  ocesn.    They  have  chimed  their  own  cvclu- 
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live  jurisdiction  in  all  interior  concerns,  and  in  all 
cases  of  taxation.  Tbey  have  left  to  Great  Britain 
the  exclusive  sovereignty  of  the  ocean,  and  over 
their  trade.  They  have  placed  both  upon  consti- 
tutional principles;  and  if  Britons  are  not  content 
with  all  we  have  but  our  liberty,  we  say  as  the  cor- 
poration of  London  said  to  the  king  in  1770,  "We 
•all  God  and  men  to  witness,  that  as  wt  do  not 
•we  our  liberty  to  those  nice  and  subtle  distinc- 
tions which  pensions  and  lucrative  employments 
have  invented,  so  neither  will  we  be  deprived  of  it 
by  themt  but  as  it  was  gained  by  the  stem  virtue 
of  our  ancestors,  by  the  virtue  of  their  descendants 
it  tball  be  preserved.** 

'*Vhe  congress  consisted  of  the  representatives 
•f  twelve  colonies.  Three  millions  of  free  white 
people  were  there  represented.  Many  of  the  mem- 
bers were  gentlemen  of  ample  fortunes  and  emi- 
nent abitti  ies.  Neither  corruption  nor  intrigue  had 
aity  share,  I  believe,  in  their  elections  to  this  ser- 
vice, and  in  their  proceedings  you  may  see  the 
sense,  the  temper  and  principles  of  America,  and 
which  she  will  support  and  defend,  even  by  force 
•farms,  if  no  other  means  will  do. 

*n*be  state  of  this  province  is  a  great  curiosity: 
I  wish  the  pen  of  some  able  historian  may  trans- 
mit it  to  posterity.  Four  hundred  thousand  peo- 
ple are  in  a  state  of  nature,  and  yet  as  still  and 
peaceable  at  present  as  ever  they  were  when  gov- 
ernment was  in  full  vigor.  We  have  neither  legis- 
lators nor  magistrates,  nor  executive  officers.  We 
have  no  officers  but  military  ones.  Of  these,  we 
have  a  multitude,  chosen  by  the  people,  and  exer- 
cning  them  with  more  authority  and  spirit  than 
ever  any  did  who  had  commissions  from  a  gov- 
ernor. 

*The  town  of  Boston  is  a  spectacle  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  a  deity,  suffering  amasing  distress, 
yet  determined  to  endure  as  much  as  human  na- 
ture can,  rather  than  betray  America  and  posterity. 
General  Gage's  army  is  sickly,  snd  extremely  ad- 
dicted to  desertion.  What  would  they  be,  if  things 
were  brought  to  extremities?  Do  you  think  such 
an  army  would  march  through  our  woods  and  thick- 
ets, and  country  villages^  to  cut  the  throats  of  hon- 
•tt  people  contending  for  liberty? 


'The  neighboring  colonies  of  New* Hampshire, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut,  are  arming  and 
training  themselves  with  great  spirit,  and  if  thc> 
nust  be  driven  to  the  last  appeal,  devoutly  pray- 
ing for  the  protection  of  heaven. 


*'There  is  a  spirit  prevailing  here,  auch  as  I  r.e- 
ver  saw  before.  I  remember  the  conquest  of  Lou- 
isbu^rg  in  1745;  I  remember  the  spirit  here  when 
tlie  duke  d'AnvilleV  squadron  was  upon  tli's  coast, 
when  forty  thousand  men  marched  down  to  Bos- 
ton, and  were  mustered  and  numbered  upon  the 
common,  complete  in  arms,  from  this  province  on- 
ly in  three  weeksi  but  I  remember  nothing  like 
what  I  have  seen  these  six  months  past.** 

[Mm9n*9  Remembrancer, 


Anecdote  rf  genertd  Pu/aom.— During  the  late 
war,  when  general  Amherst  was  marching  across 
the  country  to  Canada,  the  army  coming  to  one  of 
the  lakes,  which  they  were  obliged  to  pass,  found 
the  French  had  an  armed  vessel  of  twelve  guns 
upon  it.    He  was  in  great  distress;  his  boats  were 
no  match  /or  her;  and  she  alone  ^as  capable  of 
ainking  bis  whole  army  in  that  situation.    While 
he  was  ponderiog  what  should  be  done,  Putnam 
comes  to  him,  and  says,  "general^  that  tldp  muai  be 
taken.**  Aye,  says  Amherst,  I  would  give  the  world 
she  was  taken.    **ril  take  her,"  says  Putnam.— 
Amherst  smiled,  and  asked  bow?    "Give  me  some 
wedges,  a  beetle,  (a  large  wooden  hammer,  or 
maul,  used  for  driving  wedges)  and  a  fea-  men  of 
my  own  choice."    Amherst  could  not  conceive  how 
an  armed   >  essel  was  to  be  taken  by  four  or  five 
men,  a  beetle,  and  wedges.    However,  he  granted 
Putnam's   request    When  night  came,  Putnam, 
with  his  materials  and  men,  went  in  a  boat  under 
the  vessel's  stem,  and  in  an  instant  drove  in  the 
wedges  bdiind  the  rudder,  in  a  little  cavity  be- 
tween the  rudder  and  ship,  and  left  her.    In  the 
morning,  the  sails  were  seen  fluttering  about:  she 
was  adrift  in  the  middle  of  the  lake;  and  being 
presently  blown  ashore,  was  easily  taken. 

The  Rev,  Mr,  Payeon^  of  Chelsea,  near  Boston^ 
a  gentleman  of  the  mildest  manners,  soundest 
learning,  and  most  amiable  character,  who  has  ever 
been  so  warm  on  the  side  of  government,  that  par- 
son Treadwell,  and  others,  on  the  side  of  the  peo- 
ple, have  repeatedly  refused  to  let  him  preach  in 
their  pttlpi is;  being  at  Lexington,  and  with  his  own 
eyes  seeing  that  the  king's  troops  had  fired  firsts 
and  committed  murder— and,  being  himself  a  wit- 
ness ofother  of  their  barbarities,  could  not  endure 
the  sight  without  taking  vengeance;  he  therefore 
put  himself  at  the  head  of  a  party,  and  with  his 
musket,  led  them  on  to  the  attack— engaged,  and 
killed,  or  wounded,  and  took  prisoners,  the  whole 
party  mentioned  in  one  of  the  accounts,  as  going 
up  with  provisions  and  ammunition  for  the  ipain 
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body.  What  will  government  say  to  this  desertion 
of  one  among  many  of  ibeir  warmest  friends?— It 
teems  as  if  the  cause  was  sucb,  that  no  honest  mail 
could  appear  in  it. 


rannieal  acts  of  the  ministry  and  parUnmcnt  of  Iri- 
tabit  hath  diffused  itself  so  uaiTMrMlljr  throughstt 
Hiis  provinec,  that  the  people^  ercn  to  its  most  »• 
tended  fhmtiers,  are  indefatigable  in  training  the» 
selves  to  military  discipline.  The  ng^d*  as  well  ss 
the  young,  daily  march  oat  under  the  banners  of 
liberty,  and  diseover  a  determined  resolution  to 
milntain  her  cause  even  until  death.  In  the  town 
of  Reading,  in  Berks  county,  there  had  been  bob;b 
time  past  three  companies  farmed,  and  very  fbr* 
ward  in  their  exercise;  since,  however,  ve  are  well 
informed,  a  fburth  conapany  have  asoociated  under 
the  name  of  the  Old  Man*s  company.  ItcoaoiBti 
of  about  eighty  Germans,  of  the  age  of  forty  sad 
upwards.  Many  of  them  have  been  in  the  militaiy 
service  in  Gemuny.  The  person  wfao^  at  their  first 
assembling,  led  them  to  the  field,  ia  97  yttrs  of 
age,  haa  been  40  years  in  the  regular  aervice,  and 
in  17  pitched  battles,  and  the  drummer  is  84.    la 


From  the  JVew^Tork  JanmaL 

NEwronr  Mat  22, 1775. 
The  people  of  New  Jersey  have  taken  possession 
of  the  treasury  of  that  province,  in  which  waa  the 
amount  of  between  twenty  and  thirty  thousand 
pounds;  which  money  is  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
payment  of  the  troops  now  raised  in  that  proviooe, 
for  the  defence  of  the  liberties  of  America. 

WomcanTsa,  Ma^  17. 

A  great  number  of  governor  HulchinBon's  let- 

ters  have  lately  fallen  into  the  hands  of  our  people. 

A  corrripondent  at  Rosbury  has  favored  us  with 

the  following  eztrsct  from  one  of  them  to  general 

Gage,  then  at  New  York,  dated  at  Boston,  July  20, 1  jj^^  ^f  ^  cockade,  they  wear  in  their  baU  a  blaek 
1770.  ''It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  matter  of  great  ^p^p^^  „  expressive  of  their  sorrow  for  the  moam- 
importunce  to  his  m^j^siy's  general  service,  and  to  f^l  ^venU  which  have  occasioned  them,  at  their 
the  real  interest  of  the  cMonies,  that  the  discord  i^te  time  of  life,  to  take  acms  against  our  brethren, 
beginning  between  New  York  and  us  should  be  en-  ;„  op^er  to  preserve  that  liberty  wkich  Ihsy  left 


ouraged:  I  wrote  some  time  ago  to  Mr.  C— 
upon  this  subj^ct^  but  he  rather  declined  concern- 
ing hi.Tiself  i-i  it;  he  certainly  has  a  strange  aver- 
sion, whtc'f  nothing  but  the  confederacy  against 
Great  D-itsin  could  have  conquered:  thi^  has  too 
much  (^e  appearance  of  Machiavelian  policy;  but 
it  is  jus'iilia'  le,  us  it  has  the  most  obvious  tenden 


their  native  country  to  eigoy. 

In  the  afsemhty  of  PenutyhoamOt  June  39, 1775.* 
The  house  taking  into  consideration,  that  many  of 
the  g^od  people  of  this  province  are  eonseientioas- 
ly  scrupulous  of  hearing  arms,  do  hereby  earnestly 
cy  to  save  'he  coloi^ies  ruining  themselves,  as  well  j recommend  to  the  associators  for  the  defence  of 
as  nrvriulng  rhem  drstroying  the  mother  country,  i^*'*^*'*  country,  and  others,  that  they  bear  a  tender 
IIP-  ns^lvania  could  be  brought  to  take  part  with  ^^  brotherly  regard  towards  this  class  of  their 
K-w  Y  .rk.  I  tJ.ink  the  6»/«n«*  wouUl  be  dome.  1  *'*"«''  subjects  and  counirymen;  and  to  these  con- 
must  beg  the  favor  of  you  not  to  let  this  letter  wientiouspeopleit  is  also  recommended,  that  they 
come  under  any  other  than  your  own  observation."  jCbeerfiiily  assist,  in  proportion  to  their  abilities, 

such  persons  as  cannot  spend  both  time  and  sub- 
stance in  the  service  of  their  country  without  great 


PUILADKLTUIA,  JuM  9,  \77S. 

The  following  paragraphs  are  taken  from  the 
Pennsylvania  Mercury: 


The  ladies  in  BrNtol  township  have  evidenced  a 
laudable  regard  to  the  interest  of  their  country. 
Aji  their  own  expense,  they  have  furnished  the  re- 
g;mcnt  of  thai  caunty  with  a  suit  of  colours  and 
drums,  and  are 

muskets  to^such  or  lue  men  as  are  nox  aoieio  sup 
ply  themselves.  We  hear  the  lady,  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  present  the  colors  to  the  regiment,  gave 
in  charge  lo  ihe  soldiers,  never  to  desert  the  colors 
of  the  ladies,  if  they  ever  wished  that  the  ladies 
should  list  under  their  banners. 


injury  to  themselves  and  families. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Philadelphia,  dated  July  IC, 
177 5,  from  a  gentleman  ofcontideration  and  fortune, 

"Travel  through  whatever  part  of  this  country 

you  will,  you  see  the  inhabitants  training,  making 

...  .    .firelocks,  casting  mortars,  shells  and  sliot,  and 

now  makmij  a  collection  to  supply  I      ,  .         .  .        , 

^,  I  making  saltpetre,  m  order  to  keep  the  gunpowder 

I  of  the  men  as  are  not  able  to  sup- 1    .,  ,    ,     .        .  or 

mills  at  work  durmg  the  next  autumn  and  winter. 

Nothing,  indeed,  is  attended  to  but  preparing  to 
make  a  defence  that  will  astonish  the  whole  world, 
and  hurl  destruction  on  those  who,  to  preserve 
themselves  in  office,  have  advised  measures  so  fa- 
tal both  to  Britain  and  America.  At  least  two  Ajmh 
dred  thnitand  men  arc  now  in  arms,  and  well  trail* 


The  spirit  of  opposition  to  the  arbitrary  and  ty. 
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cd,  ready  to  mtreh  wheneirer  wanted  for  the  sup' 
|)ort  of  American  freedom  and  property.  In  short, 
n  apirit  of  enthutiaiBp  for  war  m  g^ne  yariA,  that 
baa  driven  away  the  fear  of  death;  and  ma^asinea 


The  king  ia  too  juat  and  too  generoua  not  to  b^* 
lieve^  that  the  votes  I  have  given  in  parliament 
have  been  given  according  to  the  dictates  of  my 
conacience.    Whether  I  have  erred  or  not»  the 


oaa  driven  away  tne  fear  Of  oeain J  ■no  iM»^«Ki»«^ •'--• "•   — »  • — 

of  proviakma  and  ainmunition.by  order  of  the  atatet  course  of  futnre  events  must  determine.    In  the 


general  of  America,  f^rtketwehe  Uniud  CatonietJ 
are  directed  to  be  made  in  all  proper  places,  against 
the  next  campaign.'* 

The  Syrfd  of  JV^ns  York  and  Philadelphia,  pub 


mean  time,  if  1  were  capable  of  such  duplicity,  as 
to  be  any  way  concerned  in  enforcing  those  mea- 
Buret  of  which  I  have  ao  publicly  and  solemnly  ex^ 
preased  my  disapprobation,  I  ahould  ill  deserve 
what  I  am  most  ambitious  of  obtaining,  the  esteem 


lished  a  pastoral  letter,  which  was 
Cburchea  under  their  care  on  Thursday,  June  29, 
1775,  being  the  day  of  the  general  fast.  This  let- 
ter begins  with  intreating  all  ranks  of  people  to 
acknowledge  their  sina,  and  turn  from  the  errorf^ 
of  their  waysi  and  "^aa  the  whole  continent,  with 
hardly  any  exception,  aeem  determined  to  defend 


read  in  thtl>^d  favorable  opinion  of  my  sovereign. 


My  request  therefore  to  your  lordship  is  this, 
that  after  having  laid  those  circumstances  before 
the  king,  you  will  assure  his  majesty,  that  he  has 
not  a  subject  who  is  more  ready  than  I  am  with 
the  utmost  cheerfulness  to  sacrifice  his  life  and 
fortune  in  support  of  the  safety,  honor,  and  djgni< 


their  righta  by  force  ofarms,  it  becomes  the  pecu  Ky  ^f  j^j,  majesty's  crown  and  person.    But  the 


liar  duty  of  those  who  profeaa  a  willingnesa  to 
bazard  their  lives  in  the  eauae  of  liberty,  to  bp 
prepared  for  death*  which  to  many  muat  be  a  cer- 
tidn,  and  to  every  one  ia  a  poasible  or  probable 
event'  It  is  well  known  to  yoo,  (otherwiae  it  would 
be  imprudent  thus  publicly  to  profeas)  that  we 
liavefiotbeen  inatnimental  In  inflaming  the  minds  of 
the  people,  or  urging  them  to  acta  of  violence  and 


very  same  principles  which  have  inspired  me  with 
these  unalterable  sentilbents  of  duty  and  affection 
to  his  majesty,  will  not  suffer  me  to  be  instrumen- 
tal  in  depriving  any  part  of  his  people  of  those  li- 
berties which  form  the  best  security  for  their  fi- 
delity  and  obedience  to  his  government.  As  1  can- 
not, without  reproach  from  my  own  conscience, 
consent  to  bear  arma  against  my  fellow  subjects  in 


disorder.    Perhaps  no  instance  can  be  given  on  to Umerica,  in  what,  to  my  weak  discernment,  is  not 
interesting  a  subject,  in  which  political  sentiments] .  clear  cause;  and  as  it  seems  now  to  be  finally  re- 


bare  been  ao  long  and  so  fully  kept  fh>m  the  pul- 
pit, and  even  malice  itaelf  has  not  charged  us  with 
laboring  for  the  press;  but  things  are  now  come 
to  such  a  height,  that  we  do  not  wish  to  conceal 
our  opiniona  ta  men.    Suffer  us  therefbre  to  ex- 
port you,  by  aasuring  you,  that  there  is  no  army  so 
fonaidable  aa  those  who  are  auperior  to  the  seat 
pf  death.    Let  therefore  every  one  who,  from  ge- 
nerosity of  apirit,  or  benevolence  of  heart,  offera 
bidkadf  aa  a  champion  in  his  country's  cause,  be 
persuaded  to  reverence  the  Lerde/Hetts,  and  walk 
in  the  fear  of  the  Frinee  rf  the  kingt  of  the  earthy 
and  then  he  may,  with  ihe  most  unshaken  firmness, 
•xpact  the  issue  even  in  death  or  victory. 


»» 


Loaa  xmvoiuK. 

ThefalUrmng  i»  a  eopy  ^f  Urd  Ejfinghanfo  rerigna- 

tion  of  hit  communon  in  the  BritUh  army. 

To  Lean  BAaaiva-rov,  secretary  at  war. 

Ml  Loau:— I  beg  the  favor  of  your  lordship  to 
lay  before  his  majesty  the  pecuiiai  embarrassment 
of  my  present  situation. 

Your  lordship  is  no  stranger  to  the  conduct 
which  I  have  observed  in  the  unhappy  disputes 
with  ouj;  Americkii  coUnies. 


solved,  that  the  22d  regiment  is  to  go  upon  Ame- 
rican  aervice,  I  desire  your  lordship  to  lay  me  in 
the  most  dutiful  manner  at  his  majesty's  feet,  and 
humbly  beg  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  retire. 

Your  lordship  will  also  be  so  obliging  to  entreat, 
that  aa  1  wave  what  the  custom  of  the  service  would 
entitle  me  to  the  right  of  selling  what  1  bought,  I 
may  be  allowed  to  t etain  my  rank  in  the  army,  that 
whenever  the  envy  or  ambition  of  foreign  powers 
should  require  it,  1  may  be  enabled  to  serve  his 
msjesty  and  my  country  in  that  way,  in  which  alone 
I  can  expect  to  serve  them  with  any  degree  of 
effect. 

Your  lordship  will  easily  conceive  the  regret  and 
mortification  1  feel  at  being  necessuted  to  quit  tue 
military  profession,  whicli  has  been  that  of  my  an- 
cestors  for  many  generations,  to  which  1  have  beer, 
bred  almost  from  my  infancy,  to  which  I  iiuvc  de- 
voted the  study  of  my  hfej  ^nd  to  pcvfect  m}S€lf 
m  which,  I  have  sought  insiruction  and  service  in 
whatever  part  of  the  world  they  were  to  be  fuund. 

I  have  delayed  this  to  the  last  moment,  leKt  any 
wrong  construction  should  be  given  to  a  cunduci 
which  ia  influenced  only  by  the  pureat  motives,   i 


pmmwiiBf*3miffntmvm^mgwaatfm; 


MlUlfl  I  10M%] 

AobM  thidc  it  U|klj  bbBvMs  to  qdt  aqrMn 
or  life,  ki  «U(k  I  aiglit  W  «Mfti1  to  ««  pabDi^i 


tieu  of  booar,  pcndtted  «e  t9  eontiaae  U  it. 

I  km  th«  boMM  to  it,  with  gmt  rMpcol;  jonr 
lordriiii>'i  mat  obedlMt,  ud  sort  bnMt 


At  GoiUUl,  DoUBb,  Ibe  tTih  oTJo^,  1775,  bd^ 
qurtcr-di^  of  tha  QniU  orBwahasu  oTtli*  Mdd 
citf,  Uio  fc^nky  HidmioM  wcrojy  oii  tm 

'.  ■Jhwl»»^M «i  III U,  That  Ihoiliiiwothita 

'  of  fthgrildbt  trMMteatotbttlgbtl 
tta  art  oTbnMUH,  h  tatinoar  of  M 
brtiaaefUtpvUIpeaBdiuit,  portimlailr  an^li- 


•id  to  hb  iMi^  to  dn#  Ihot  nrard  vMob  hod 
boM  Mplnyf d  to  thfthoaar  of  bb  outKttj,  fiiwM 
tfao  IiTH  ud  IStortici  of  bli  ftUov  Mtjwti'  li 


o^BSiidao  «t»di  he  M«|d  M  longer  Mdeonriat' 
«t  *itb  Ifco  prbn^H  of  4  tnie  EoglU 
a  ml  Inad  t»  tha  ipUKrt  of  Britaia.* 

.  -XMbf^TbatOodMrnlbMbar 
fca  pgtiwitad  to  ftc  t%ht  bwwrabla  t«tm  Wnatm, 
ktd  Bqor  ar  Ac  ^  of  Loodoo,  fcr  Ac  aBBcatial 
•erricea  which  he  bat  rendered  hii  Ud|  «td 
ti7,  bj  hii  •treououi  effort*  ia  the  c>u«e  of  Ittc- 
doMi  and  liir  hit  able,  ipirited,  Aod  jodicti 
ttuet  of  the  right  of  Ibe  people  to  petition  the 

There  vfa  to  the  Utt  reaolution  ■  Mngle  nega- 
tive giTCK.  bf  ■  Stttchman,  wba  hu  an  emplajnuent 
ID  our  (ttnp  office. 

"Btitised  imoninauilji.  That  an  addret*  of  thanka 
from  die  Guild  be  pretBited  to  the  aeveral  JMcn, 
«bo  (in  lupport  of  our  conetitution,  and  in  oppoti- 
tioo  to  *  weak  and  wicfced  adBiDiitnlioii)  prtUt* 
«d  againit  the  Americui,  rcatraioing  bill*." — And 
the  foUowing  gentlemen  were  appointed,  with  the 
masten  aod  wirdeni,  ■  conunittee  to  prepare  the 


_. lied,  with  the  most  unrrifnrfnt. 

pact,  tag  bfffS  to  offCT  (o  your  Inrdihip  IhcjaH 
ti|bau  of  a»  fhuiks  for  your  noble  anil  tpinttj, 
*— ^  '■'*-*o  inefF*etual  eseriions  in  the  cue 
or  your  country,  fully  CTiaced  ia 
the  opprcBSi^e  and  onconstiu- 
of  a  corrupt  adnkinistratioo. 
'Whh  cqad  grief  and  indication,  we  hare  ftr 
nbelHU  ttfealcd  mnerttiooa  on  the  (tte  cm, 
■titoliMaftbCM  reainu,  and  daily  invasion*  of  (be 
dcaraat  rightt  lad  immunhiu  of  the  aiibjeci.  Wi 
nhmeiit  p^p'iy  tiubliifaed  hf 

lav  ta  one^  nd  encouraged  in  every  part  of  tbe 
I  reign  of  a  Pnu.laitt  priHtt.-  and 
ai-bitrary  power  promoted  by  ev«j 
thtalion  and  epen  violence,  by  thff 
aenante  «f  tlia  crown,  in  ihe  reign  of  a  monardi 
whOk  ftaa  the  tbrone,  drcUted  krglatijitd  n  tenj 
■  BrOm  tmmt  md  vboie  ^milj  was  called  to  the 
tttCM  of  thcM kingdom)  to  protect  the  PralttUM    ■ 

ftr  wUeh  anr  Weilori  lo  frreiy  hied,  and  for  the 

tandtagefwhWi,  a  tyrant  Wat  expelled  Uie  tbrane. 

"Bntrtjlctv 


Jame*  Happer  Tandy,  I  Samuel  Gamble, 
Henry  HawiMW,  |  Samuel  Stepheoi, 

Sir  Edw.  Newenbam,    I  tliigh  Croihera. 
JohnPere,  | 

irA*  prtpartd  A*  fiUnmng: 

'^^themaaten,wiideni,Htd  brethren  of  the 

•uild  of  nerchanta  in  the  uty  of  Dublin,  in  com- 


mcari^iimlved  by  the  wfakad  dwjBirfwgMtK 
«B  with  pi— arc  amqr  tha  itc^  iMtpt^d^k 


uai  white  vc  boeat  of  ioeh  a  odUo  baaA  of  fia^ 
oti,  whilB  we  ace  mited  in  tbe  cause  ef  fracdMi 
aber  of  the  true  bereditaiy  ga^di«H  of 
libera,  and  of  the  principle*  of  the  glotioa*  r«B^ 
Ituian,  we  cannot,  we  will  not  deipair  ^  acw^ 
once  more  ti.-  ..i— 1.1- »^— ■;.„■: — f  tbiaa  nm 
tries  reatnrcd  to  ila  primiUvc  ptirity. 

"Permit  tn  therdbr^  to  offer  yoar  lordrfiip  Mr 
warmeat,  our  moit  graUfbl  acknowledgeaieata  m 
Frotettants,  for  your  tteady  oppoaitian  to  the  a» 
tabliihnent  of  popery  and  ilarery  in  Cw^  aa 
freemen,  for  yoor  manly  add  apirited  oppMtdea  to 
the  te*eral  rcttraining  billai  and  your  noUe  eflfatia 
the  aupport  of  Jmtriatn  hbenn,  and  hi  the  canac 
our  aufferingand  much  oppreaaed  brethre*  a^ 
ftllow  auhjecta  theret  and  we  bare  tbe  inllcat  rdi- 
ance  on  ymir  ateady  peneverance  ia  the  nme  pi^ 
ciplsa  wbicb  have  wo  atrengly  endeared  yoo,  net 
only  to  ui,  but  to  ereij  real  friend  of  the  BnliA 
empire  and  iti  canitituenta." 

In  teatimony  whetxof^  we  have  cauaed  tbe  teal 
of  our  corporation  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  tUa  ITtk 
dajof  July,  in  tlieyearof  uur  Lord,  I7TS. 

•    <SeaL> 
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Midtummer  Attembly^  July  21,  1775. 
**Re9Qlved^  Th«t  the  thanks  of  the  sheriffs  and 
commons  be  presented  to  lord  Effingham,  for  hav- 
iog  chosen  gloriously  to  resign  his  commission,  ra 
ther  than  imbrue  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  his  in- 
socent  and  oppressed  fellow  subjects/' 

Which  being  enclosed  to  his  lordship  by  the 
proper  officer,  the  following  answer  was  received: 

Sir:— "I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of 
the  21st  of  July  last,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  reso- 
laiion  of  the  sheriffs  and  commons  of  the  city  of 
Dublin. 

**Nezt  to  the  testimony  of  a  man'sown  conscience, 
it,  in  my  opinion,  his  greatest  happiness  to  have 
the  approbation  of  the  wise  and  honest  among  his 
■  fellow  subjects, 

"The  former  of  these  can,  I  think,  be  no  other 
way  enjoyed,  than  by  a  strict  adherence  to  those 
principles,  which,  at  the  revolution,  established 
onr  civil  and  religious  liberties;  and  it  is  easy,  sir, 
for  you  to  conceive,  but  beyond  my  abilities  to  ex- 
press what  I  felt,  at  my  conduct's  being  judged, 
by  so  independent  and  respectable  an  assembly  as 
tba  sheriffi  and  commons  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  de- 
nerving  of  the  latter. 

**!  am,  with  truth  and  respect,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  EpPINGHAM. 

The  Holmet,  Aug,  14, 1775. 

Nbw  Yom,  JvJy  31,  1775. 
Instructions  for  the  officers  of  the  several  regi- 
ments of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  forces,  who  sre 
immediately  to  go  upon  the  recruiting  service. 

You  are  not  to  enlist  any  deserter  from  the  min- 
••ferial  army,  nor  any  stroller,  negro,  or  vagabond, 
4»r  person  suspected  of  being  an  enemy  to  the  li- 
berty of  America,  nor  any  tinder  eighteen  years  of 
age. 

As  the  cause  is  the  best  than  can  engage  men  of 
courage  and  principle  to  take  up  arms,  so  it  is  ex- 
pected that  none  but  such  will  be  accepted  by  the 
recruiting  officer;  the  pay,  provision.  See.  being  so 
ample,  it  is  not  doubted  but  the  officers  sent  upon 
this  service,  will  without  delay,  complete  their 
respective  corps,  and  nurch  the  men  forthwith  tu 
Ihceamp. 

Tou  are  not  to  enlist  any  person  who  is  not  an 
American  born,  unless  such  person  has  a  wife  anrl 
family,  and  it  a  settled  resident  in  this  country. 

The  person  you  enlist,  must  be  provided  with 
.  good  aui  complete  arms. 


Given  at  the  head  quarters  at  Cambridge,  this 
loth  day  of  July,  1775. 

HORATIO  GATES,  Adj,  Gen. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Charle^tovm,  South  Caroli^ 
no,  Augutt  5,  1775. 

'*Be  assured,  peace  will  never  be  firmly  estab* 
lisbed  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  until 
the  latter  receives  an  ample  recognition  of  her 
rights,  and  a  full  satisfaction  for  the  blood  that  has 
or  may  be  shed.  The  inhabitants  of  this  vast  con- 
tinent would  give  up  all  their  sea-coast  towns,  re- 
tire into  the  interior  country,  and  contentedly  sub- 
sist on  the  bare  necessaries  of  life,  rather  than  sub- 
mit to  the  implicit  subjugation  of  a  British  parlia- 
ment. But  don't  apprehend  they  will  suffer  this 
distress  like  docile  animals.  No:  depend,  they 
will  protect  their  property  to  the  last  extremity, 
and  although  they  have  hitherto  acted  only  on  the 
defensive,  believe  me,  unless  there  is  an  evident 
prospect  of  accommodation  this  winter^  hostilities* 
will  coounence  on  their  part,  by  audi  with  the  as- 
sistance of  a  foreign  power,  and  with  a  spirit  that 
will  alarm  all  Europe.  And  then  farewell  to  Great 
Britain." 


Fragment  of  a  opeeeh  made  in  the  general  congrea  of 
America,  by  one  of  the  delegatee  in  1775 — author 
unknorwn.    From  Almonte  Remembrancer, 
The  great  God,  sir,  who  is  the  searcher  of  all 
things,  will  witness  for  me,  that  I  have  spoken  to 
you,  from  the  bottom  and  purity  of  my  heart.    We 
have  heard  that  this  is  an  arduous  consideration. 
And  surely,  sir,  we  have  consider  ed  it  earnestly. 
I  may  think  of  every  gentlemen  here,  as  I  know  of 
myself,  that,  for  seven  years  past,  this  question  has 
filled  the  day  with  anxious  thought,  and  the  night 
with  care.    The  God  to  whom  we  appeal,  must 
judge  us.    If  the  grievances,  of  which  we  com- 
plain, did  not  come  upon  us  unprovoked  and  un- 
expected—when our  hearts  were  filled  with  re- 
spectful affection  for  our  parent  stste,  and  with 
loyalty  to  our  king — let  slavery,  the  worst  of  hu- 
man ills,  be  our  portion.    Nothing  less  than  seven 
years  of  insulted  complaints  and  reiterated  wrongs, 
could  have  shaken  such  rooted  sentiments.  Unhap* 
pily  for  ut,  submission  and  slavery  are  the  same;  and 
we  have  only  the  melancholy  alternative  left— of 
ruin  or  resistance. 

The  last  petition*  of  this  cong^ss  to  the  king, 
contained  all  that  our  unhappy  situation  could 
suggest.    It  represented  our  grievances;  implored 

*in  1774,  presented  last  Christmas. 
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rerlrcss,  and  professecl  our  remdineH  to  oontribute 
for  the  ([general  want,  to  the  utmost  of  our  abilities, 
when  constitutionally  required. 

The  apparently  ^acious  reception  it  met  with, 
promised  us  a  due  consideration  of  it;  and  that 
consivl era  lion  relief.  But,  alas!  Sir,  it  seems  at 
that  moment  the  very  reverse  was  intended.  For 
it  now  appears,  that  in  a  very  few  days  after  this 
hpecious  answer  to  our  agents,  a  circular  letter 
was  privately  written  by  the  ssme  secretary  of 
state;  to  the  govemora  of  the  colonies,  before  par- 
liament  had  been  consulted,  pronounc'mg  the  con- 
ffrcsi  illegal,  our  grievances  pretended,  and  vainly 
commanding  them  to  prevent  our  meeting  again. 
Perhaps,  sir,  the  ministers  of  a  great  nation,  never 
before  committed  an  act  of  such  narrow  policy  and 
Ucacherous  duplicity.  They  found  parliament, 
however,  prepared  to  support  every  one  of  their 
measures. 

# 

I  forbear,  sir,  entering  into  a  detail  of  those  acts, 
which,  from  their  atrociousnesa,  must  be  felt  and 
remembered  forever.  They  are  calculated  to  carry 
fire  and  sword,  famine  and  desolation,  through 
these  flourishing  colonies.  They  cry,  '*havoc,  and 
let  slip  the  dogs  of  war.*'  The  extremes  of  rage 
and  revenge,  against  the  worst  of  enemies,  could 
not  dietste  measures  more  desperate  and  destruc- 
tive. 

There  are  some  people  who  tremble  at  the  ap- 
proach  of  war.  They  fear,  tliat  it  must  put  an 
inevitable  stop  to  the  further  progress  of  these 
colonies;  and  ruin  irretrievably  those  benefits, 
which  the  industry  of  centuries  has  called  forth, 
from  this  once  savage  land.  I  may  commend  the 
anxiety  of  tbftfe  men,  without  praising  their  jud|^- 
ment. 

War,  like  other  evils,  ia  of\en  wholesome.  The 
waters  that  atagnate,  corrupt.  The  sform  that 
works  the  ocean  into  rage,  renders  it  salutary. — 
Heaven  has  given  us  nothing  unmixed.  The  rose 
is  not  without  the  tikorn.  War  calls  forth  the  great 
virtues  and  efforts,  which  would  sleep  in  ihe  genilr 
bosom  of  peace.  **Pauium  §epult*e  diatat  inertia  celaia 
x'irtut,*'  it  opens  resources  which  would  be  con- 
cealed under  the  inactivity  of  tranquil  times,  li 
rouses  and  enlightens.  It  produces  a  ytn[>it  of 
animation,  energy,  adventure,  and  greamesi.  Le» 
us  consult  history:  Did  not  the  Grecian  lepublir.s 
prosper  amid  continual  ^arfHre?  Their  prosperity, 
their  power,  their  splendor,  gre^  from  the  all-ani- 
mating spirit  of  war — dil  not  the  cot.«j;cs  of  shep- 


world,  the  nurse  of  heroes,  the  deligfit  ofGodsf 
through  the  invigorating  operation  of  uncCHng 
wani!-.-<«Ar  damnot  per  €4tdt$yah  ip—  Juxii  wpu 
ammumquM  ferr^y  How  often  baa  PUndcrs  beta 
the  theatre  of  contending  powers*  conflicting  hosts^ 
and  blood!  Tet  what  country  is  nnore  flourishinc 
and  fertile?  Trace  back  the  history  of  our  parent 
s.ate.  Whether  you  view  her  srraying  Angles 
against  Danes;  Danes  against  Sazona;  Saxons  agaiast 
Normans;  the  Bsrons  against  the  naarping  princtt, 
or  the  civil  wars  of  the  red  and  white  roses,  or 
that  between  the  people  and  the  tyrant  Stuart— yoa 
see  her  m  a  state  of  almost  eantlnoal  warfare,  la 
almost  every  reign,  to  the  eoameocement  of  that 
of  Henry  the  Vllth,  her  peaceful  boaoa  (in  bff 
poet's  pbrsse)  wsa  gored  with  iron  war.  It  wis 
in  the  peaceful  reigns  of  Henry  VII.  Henry  TIU. 
snd  Chsrles  II.  that  ahe  Buffered  the  aeverett 
extremities  of  tjrranny  and  oppression.  But  amid 
her  civil  contentions,  she  flourished  and  grew 
strong,  trained  in  them,  ahe  sent  her  hardy  legions 
forth,  which  planted  the  standard  of  Riigtand  upon 
the  bsttlements  of  Paris;  extending  her  conmierce 
and  her  dominion. 


"Thow  Mbk  IniEili,  «bo  eanU 
With  Iwlf  their  flMCci.  the  fuU  pawn  oT  Fkuse, 
And  lee  asochcr  half.  Hand  laiighhic  by. 
All  oot  of  wMk,  and  eoM  for  actioB.* 

The  beautiful  fabric  of  her  conatitutional  liberty 
was  resred  snd  cemented  in  blood.  FVom  this 
fullness  of  her  strength  those  scions  issued,  which 
taking  deep  root  in  this  delightful  land,  have  reared 
iheir  heads,  and  spread  abroad  their  branches  like 
the  cedars  of  Lebanon. 

Why  fear  we  tlien,  to  pursue,  through  apparent* 
evil— real  good.'  The  war,  upon  which  we  are  to 
enter,  is  just  and  necesssry.  **Ju9tum  «ti  brlhim,  vU 
necetaariunif  et  pia  arma,  qtdbua  nulla^  nin  in  crtsis, 
relinqvitur  ape».**  It  is  to  protect  these  regions, 
brouglit  to  such  beauty  through  the  infinite  toil 
»nd  hazard  of  our  fathers  and  ourselves,  from  be- 
coming the  prey  of  that  more  desolating  cruel 
spoiler,  than  war,  pestilence,  or  famine,— absolute 
rule  and  endless  extortion. 

Our  sufferings  have  been  great— our  enduraace 
long.  Every  effort  of  patience,  compUint,  acd 
supplication,  has  been  exhausted.  They  seem  only 
U)  iiavc  hardened  the  hearts  of  the  ministers  who 
oppress  us,  and  double  our  distresses.  Let  us 
iherefore  consult  only  how  we  sbaill  defend  our 
liberties  with  digiiiiy  and  success.  Our  parcat 
state  will  then  tliink  us  worthy  of  her,  when  she 


iierds,  rise  into  imperial  Uume,  the  mistress  of  the  sees  that  with  her  liberty  we  inherit  her  rip IH 
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resolutioD  of  maintaining^  it  against  all  inraders. 
Let  ui  give  lier  reaaon  to  pride  beraeif  in  tbe  rcU- 
tionahip. 


And  tboui  fmt  Kbntyl  iotpife  oar  moU. 
Make  our  livw  happy  is  tlij  pore  cnlaaee, 
Or  oar  deaths  florioai  \m  thy  Joit  defmool 

ThefiJUmng  addrett  wu  pubUthed  in  Canada,  an 
Me  arrival  there  •f  coUitel  Ampld,  wiih  ihe  iroopt 
wider  Ids  command. 

By  hit  excellency  George  Waahinc^ton,  esq.  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  United  Colo- 
niea  of  North  America. 

TO  TKB    IVBAarTAKTa  01  OAVADA* 

Frtendt  and  brethren-^ht  tinnatural  conteat  be- 
tween the  English  Colonim  and  Great  DriUin,  has 
now  Tisen^o  such  a  height,  that  arms  alone  must 
decide  it.    The  eoloriies,  confiding  in  tbe  justice 
tif  their  cause,  and  the  purity  of  their  intentions, 
have  reluctantly  appealed  to  that  Being,  in  whoae 
bends  are  all  human  events.  He  has  hitherto  smiled 
upon  their  virtuous  efforts— the  hand  of  tyranny 
baa  been  arrested  in  its  ravages,  and  the  Britiah 
arma,  which  have  shone  witli  so  much  splendor  in 
•very  part  of  the  globe,  are  now  Umished  with 
disgrace  and  disappointment.    Generals  of  approv- 
ed  experience,  who  boaated  of  subduing  this  great 
continent,  find  themaelves  circumtcribed  within  the 
limits  of  a  single  city  and  its  suburbs,  suffering  all 
the  shame  and  distress  of  a  siege,  while  the  free- 
bom  sons  of  America,  animated  by  the  genuine  prin- 
ciples of  liberty  and  love  of  their  country,  with  in- 
creasing union,  firmness  and  discipline,  repel  every 
attack,  and  despise  every  danger. 

Above  all,  we  rejoice,  that  our  enemies  have  been 
deceived  with  regard  to  you— they  have  persuaded 
themselves,  they  have  even  dared  to  say,  that  the 
Canadians  were  not  capable  of  distinguishing  be- 
tween the  blessings  of  liberty,  and  the  wretched- 
Mas  of  slavery;  that  gratifymg  the  vanity  of  a 
little  circle  of  nobility^would  blind  the  people  of 
Onnada.    By  auch  artifices  they  hoped  to  bend  you 
to  their  views,  but  they  have  been  deceived;  instead 
of  finding  in  you  that  poverty  of  aool  and  baseness 
of  spirit,  thiey  see  with  a  chagrin,  equal  to  our  joy, 
that  you  are  enlightened,  generous,  and  virtuous— 
timt  you  will  not  renounce  your  own  rights,  or  serve 
ta  instruments  to  deprive  your  fellow-subjects  of 
theirs.    Come  then,  my  brethren,  unite  with  us  in 
an  indissoluble  union,  let  us  run  together  to  the 
••me  goal.    We  have  taken  up  arms  in  defence  ot 
ciir  liberty,  our  property,  our  wives,  and  our  chiUl- 
tapt  we  are  determioed  to  preserve  thsro,  or  die. 


We  look  forward  with  pleastu'e  to  that  day,  not 
far  remote  (we  hope)  when  the  inhabitants  of  Ame* 
rica  ahall  have  one  sentiment,  and  the  full  enjoy* 
ment  of  the  bleaamgs  of  a  free  government. 

Incited  by  these  motives,  and  encouraged  by  the 
advice  of  many  firiends  of  liberty  among  you,  the 
grand  American  congress  have  aent  an  army  into 
your  province,  under  the  command  of  general 
Schuyler — not  to  plunder,  but  to  protect  you — ^to 
animate,  and  bring  forth  into  action  those  senti* 
menta  of  freedom  you  have  disclosed,  and  which 
the  tools  of  despotism  would  extinguish  through 
the  whole  creation.     To  co-operate   with    thii 
design,  and  to  finutrate  those  cruel  and  perfidious 
achemes,  which  would  deluge  our  frontiers  with 
the  blood  of  women  and  children,  I  have  detached 
colonel  Arnold  into  your  country,  with  a  part  of 
the  army  under  my  command.    I  have  enjoined 
upon  him,  and  I  am  certain  that  he  will  consider 
himaelf,  and  act  as  in  the  country  of  his  patrons 
and  best  friends.     Necessaries  and  accommoda- 
tions of  every  kind  which  you  may  fiirnish,  he  will 
thankfully  receive,  and  render  the  full  value.  I  invito 
you  therefore  as  friends  and  brethren,  to  provide 
him  with  such  supplies  as  your  country  affords; 
and  I  pledge  myself  not  only  for  your  safety  and 
aecurity,  but  for  an  ample  compensation.    Let  no 
man  desert  his  habitation — ^let  no  one  flee  as  be- 
fi>re  an  enemy.    The  cause  of  America,  and  of  li- 
berty, is  the  cause  of  every  virtuous  American  citi- 
zen; whatever  may  be  his  religion  or  his  descent, 
the  United  Colonics  know  no  distinction  but  such 
as  slavery,  cnmiption,  and  arbitraxy  dominion,  may 
create.    Come  then,  ye  generous  citizens,  range 
yourselves  under  the  standard  of  general  liberty — 
againat  which  all  the  force  and  ai  tifice  of  tyranny 
will  never  be  able  to  prevail. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

^  letter /rem  fenerai  Lee  ip  general  Burgoyne,  dated 
camp  on  Protpect  Hill,  December  1,  1775. 
•*DiAa  siapr-As  1  am  just  informed  you  are  ready 
to  embark  for  England,  I  cannot  refrain  from  once 
more  trespassing  on  your  patience.  An  opportunity 
is  now  presented  of  immortalising  yourself  aa  the 
Saviour  of  your  country.  The  whole  Britiah  em- 
pire standa  tottering  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  and 
you  have  it  in  your  power  to  prevent  tbe  fatal 
catastrophe,  but  it  will  admit  of  no  delay.  For 
Heaven'a  sake  avail  yoursetf  of  Uie  precious  mo- 
ment; put  an  end  to  the  deluaiois;  exert  lue  voice 
of  a  brave  virtuoua  citizen,  and  tell  the  people  at 
home  that  they  must  immediately  rescind  all  their 
impoliUc  acts;  that  they  must  oTeriuin  tLe  whole 
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ftiMio  Qtua,  cr  that  ther  arc  undone.     You]  the  lutural  tendirn«H  of  ■  motber,  aad  aMa  *■ 

Mk  M^  la  jon  letter,  IT  It  ia  fadqwndaiMe  at  part  oT  a  eruel  •tep.danc,  h  nut  MtmlV  t« 

wtilnhtlii  IliiiiMM -t—'    laaawcr,  ao!  tbc  idealezpcewd  tba  their  afhctioaa  oeaati  the  laiai*! 

■era  antcred  a  aiagte  Amtrkmaf*  htad  imiil  a  1e>n  them  do  alienaUTe,  ■ 

■cwt  intolaraUe  opprctaioa  (breed  it  open  Ae^-'j"^*"!! 

All  Ihajr  required  wa*  to  remaia  Katlen  of  tbeir  |  lion  to  adopt  the  latter,  Init  the  &ia1  a 

wnprgpartr.MidbegoTcniedhytheaaaer^iita-lhai  not  yet  taken  place,  and  yoanelr.  jomt  tia^ 

Me  U«a  vhtoh  tbay  bad  cnjaycd  froM  the  drat  aelf.  my  friend,  niy  perfaapa  prerew  It.    Vf» 

ftrMtiDaflrthecoloMei.    Thotiaaof  •ooatetion.  acme  peraaw,  I  am  afraid,  you. can  nuike  «ai» 

lAiah  boaad  thm  to  their  parat  coantry,  «tt«  preaaiom  br  to  repeat  a  ha^aeyed  qnntiAJaa, 

a«  dear  to  ihaa,  that  he  who  vonld  have  veniured 

ta  hare  touebcd  thca.  would  liarc  hccn  eooaidcred  <fi 

aa  the  moat  iiapima  of  aMrtalat  bnt  iheae  aKred  "^ 


•rvrar 


n  wtn  have  violated  or  baffled 


But  If  you  will  at  d 


e  btcak  olT  all  a 


laUwa  and  rigliU  of  the  people  at  ,iu,  iheae  men,  ifyoo  wiU  w 
Loair,  dwipated  or  rebaed  to  accaant  br  their  bin  tfce  ailntiMi  of  yow  coontry.  Great  Brit* 
ireaaora,  tartuabed  the  glory,  and  amiihiUted  the  „,y  „„d  ^  „„|,  indebted  to  gaaeral  Buimai 
e  of  the  aationa,  th«c  aaMcd  tiei,  I  „  jt,^^  wai  to  her  Ciinillaa.  Ito  aat  1  mumt 
I,  are  mv  rendLig  yM,_  „j  d^r  air,  thiok  thia  the  taad  ri 

»n  enthniiut,  nor  the  eant  of  a  bcti'aua  A 
In  thcie  eolora,  I  aa  told,  I  am  ft 

LF  by  all  that  it  aacred,  «a  I  hofa 
'  fbr  comfort  and  hooor  in  thia  vorid.  and  to  afol 


•Toa  uA,  whether  it  ia  the  weight  of  tuea  «/      ^.^^    •  , 
h  thay  aomplaiof    1  «u«er  no,  it  i.  the  prin-  ^  ^^^__^  , 


ciple  they  combat,  and  they  would  be  guilty  in 


irry  in   the  next,  tbal  I  moat  « 


the  aya.  of  God  Ud  man,  of  the  pr«erl   ..orld   ^^^^.^  j^  ^^  ^^^.^^  ^„^,  tUt  1  wiah  Ih. 
aad  .11  poaterity,  did  they  not  reject  it,  ftr  if  it   ^^^^  ^^(^  ^^  ^^ibl  far  acea.  batwilt 


were  admiUed.  they  would  hare  noU.ing  that  thej-    t„  ^  b„  children,  whiob  baa  raiaad  the  wid* 

could  nU  thair  own.    They  would  ha  in  a  worae  -^  „f  ^er  enpira  to  ao  alnpandoui  aad  emiahlt 

la  height:  bnt  at  the  aaine  tiae  I  arow,  that  if  Ha 

'   parliament  and  people  ihould  be  deprared  enough 

iupport  any  longer  ■Dine  peraoni  in  ttelr  achene, 

'  jmy  at»l  and  rererence  for  the  righla  of  hnmani^ 

o  much  greater  than  my  (iiDdneti  for  ai? 


«  iha*  tte. wretched  ilavei  in  tlie  Weat  | 
bdia  Uanda,  wbaaa  little  peculiu 
eatcemed  iDviolata*    But  wheretbre  ihouLd  I  tlvtll  | , 
on  thia,  ii  not  (he  caac  of  Ireland  tbe  aime  wi 
tbair'af    They  are  aubordioate  to  the  Utitivh  ei 

pire,  they  are  aubordinate  to  the  p.rlia»o.t  of  lp„,icui„  .pot,  e»en  the  placeof  myna«Mty,Owt 
Great  Briuin,  but  ihey  taa  tbem.el*ei.  Why.  ^'■■^,^^  ^y  iMutact  in  the  council,  of  America,  1 
tba  eaae  U  aimilar,  do  not  you  begin  «,.h  them?  1  ^^^,  j  ^j^j,^  „^^  ,^  ^„;,,ig  ^  ,i„g,^  ;„tant.  bat 
'  deciiiTely  to  cut  tbe  Gordian  knot  n< 


But  you  know,  Mr.  Burgoyne,  tbe  n ry  dare 

not  attcatpt  it  Tticre  ia  one  part  of  your  letter 
which,  I  confeia,  I  do  not  underataad.  If  I  recol- 
lect right,  tor  I  unfortunately  have  not  the  letter 
by  me,  you  aay,  that  if  the  ptirilege  of  tasing 
thcmaelva  ia  what  the  Americana  claim,  tbe  con. 
teat  ia  at  ao  endi  you  aurely  cannot  allude  to  the 
pmpoaltione  of  N— — .  It  b  impoiaible  that  you 
ahoald  not  think  wiik  me,  and  all  mankind,  that 
thcae  'prapoaitiona  are  no  more  or  leaa  than  adding 
to  a  moat  abominahle  opprciBian,  a  more  abomina- 
Ue  intuit  But  to  recur  to  (he  quettion  of  Ame- 
ricana aiming  at  iadcpendcnccf  Do  any  initrue- 
tieua  of  any  one  of  the  prorincaa  to  their  repre- 
acnlatirca,  or  delegatn  fumiih  tbe  leut  ground 
for  the  auaptcionf  On  the  contru-y,  do  tliey 
all  breathe  the  ttrongeat  attaohnent  and  Glial  piely 
far  tbetr  parent  couatryf    Bvt  if  ihe  Uievd  »U 


with  civil  blood. 

"TTii>  1  know  it  itrong,  emphatic  language,  aad 
ight  pati  with  men,  who  are  itrangera   to  tbe 
Sune  which  the  lore  ofUberty  it  capable  of  light- 
ing up  in  tbe  human  breut,  for  a  proof  of  my 
inianilyi  but  you,  lir,  you,  unlns  1  h«»!  aiblakea 
u  from  the  beginning,  will  conceive  Uiat  a  maa 
hi*  tober  aentet,  m^y  pa**ei*  auch  ftelingi.    ia 
my  lober  aeniet,  therefbre,  permit  aie  once  more^ 
moBt  earnestly  to  entreii  and  conjure  you  lo  e»ert 
jour  whole  force,  energy,  and   lalenti,  to  tlop 
certain  pertona  in  llii),  their  headlong  career.    If 
youlibor  in  rain  (»  I  muK  repeat  I  think  will  be 
the  caie)  addreii  younelf  to  the  people  at  large; 
by  adopiii^  thia  method,  I  am  w>  languiac  ai  to 
Miure  oyielf  of  >'our  lucceaij  and  your  pubUt 
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character  will  be  at  illustrious  as  your  personal 
qualities  are  amiaVie  to  all  who  intimately  know 
you.  By  your  means,  the  colonists  will  long  con- 
tinue the  fiirmers,  planters,  and  shipwrights  of 
Great  Britain;  but  if  the  present  course  is  persisted 
in,  an  eternal  divorce  must  inevitably  take  place. 
As  to  the  idea  of  subduing  them  into  servitude, 
and  indemnifying  yourselves  for  the  expense,  you 
Bust  be  convinced,  before  this,  of  its  absurdity. 

*1  should  not,  perhaps,  be  extravagant,  if  I 
advanced  that  all  the  abips  of  the  world  would  be 
too  few  to  transport  force  stifficient  to  conquer 
three  millions  of  people  unanimously  determined 
'  ta  sacrifice  every  thing  to  liberty;  but  if  it  were 
poasible,  the  victory  would  be  not  less  ruinous 
than  the  defeat.  Tou  would  only  destroy  your  own 
atrengtb.  No  revenue  can  possibly  be  extracted 
out  of  this  country.  T!ie  army  of  placement  might 
be  encreased,  but  her  circuitous  commerce,  found- 
td  on  perfect  freedom,  which  alone  can  furnish 
riehet  to  the  metropolis,  would  fall  to  the  ground. 
Bat  the  dignity,  of  Great  Britain  it  seems  is  at 
atake.  Would  you,  sir^  if  in  the  heat  of  passion 
joa  had  struck  a  simple  drummer  of  your  regi- 
ncnt,  and  afterwards  discovered  it  unjustly,  think 
it  any  forfeiture  of  your  dignity  to  acknowledge 
the  wrong?  No  (I  am  well  acquainted  with  your 
dispoaition)  you  would  ask  his  pardon,  at  the  head 
af  your  regiment. 

'<I  shall  now  conclude  (if  you  will  excuse  the 

pedantry)  with  a  sentence  of  Latin:    *'Jiutum  e$t 

htilum,  qjtibua  necetiariitm;  et  pia  arma  qmbu9  nu'la 

fdn  in  arndt,  reUnqtdier  apet,"    I  most  sincerely 

vish  you  a  quick  and  prosperous  V03rage;  and  that 

your  happiness  and  glory  may  be  equal  to  the  idea 

1  have  of  your  merits,  aa  I  am*  with  the  greateat 

truth  and  affection,  your't 

C.  LEE." 

The  following  it  tnid  to  be  a  copy  of  the  oath  exacted 
by  general  Lee  of  the  people  of  Rhode  hland^  on  kio 
arrival  there — Dec,  1775. 

••Inhere,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  ae  I 
Iwpe  for  ease,  honor,  and  comfort  in  this  world, 
and  happiness  in  the  world  to  come,  most  earnestly, 
devoutly  and  religiously  swear  that  I  will  neither 
directly  or  indirectly  assist  the  wicked  instruments 
of  ministerial  tyranny  and  villainy,  commonly  called 
the  king'a  troopa  and  navy,  by  fumiihiog  them  with 
provisions  and  refreshments  of  any  kind,  unleai 
authorised  by  the  continental  eongreu  or  legisUt 
ture  at  present  established  in  this  particular  colony 
of  Rhode  Island:  I  do  also  swear  by  the  Tremendoua 


aid  Almighty  God,  that  I  will  neither  directly  or 
indirectly  convey  any  intelligence,  nor  give  any 
advice  to  the  aforesaid  enemies  described;  and 
that  I  pledge  myself,  if  I  should  by  any  accident 
get  knowledge  of  such  treasans,  to  inform  imme- 
diately the  committee  of  safety:  and  as  it  is  justly 
allowed  that  when  the  rights  and  sacred  liber liea 
of  a  nation  or  community  are  invaded,  netitmlity 
is  not  less  base  and  criminal  thah  open  and  avowed 
hostility:  I  do  further  swear  and  pledge  myself^ 
as  I  hope  fbr  eterqal  salvation,  that  I  will  when* 
ever  called  upon  by  the  voice  of  the  continental 
congress,  or  by  that  of  the  legislature  of  this  par* 
ticular  colony  under  their  authority  to  take  arma 
and  subject  myself  to  military  discipline  in  defenca 
of  the  common  rights  and  liberties  of  America.  So 
help  me  God." 

MEMENTO  TO  THE  AMERICANS. 

From  the  Pennoylvania  Journal — Mdrch^  1776. 

<* Remember  the  stamp  act,  by  which  immense 
sums  were  to  be  yearly  extorted  from  you. 

Remember  the  declaratory  act,  by  which  a  pow- 
er was  assumed  of  binding  you,  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever, without  your  consent. 

Remember  the  broken  promise  of  the  ministry,* 
never  again  to  attempt  a  tax  on  America. 

Remember  the  duty  act. 

Remember  the  massacre  at  Boston,  by  Britiah 
soldiers. 

Remember  the  ruin  of  that  ooce  flourishing  city 
by  their  means. 

Remember  the  massacre  at  Lexington* 

Remember  the  burning  of  Cbarieatown. 

Remember  general  Gage's  infamoua  breach  oC 
fiuth  with  the  people  of  Boston. 

Remember  the  cannonading,  bombarding,  and 
burning  of  Falmouth. 

Remember  the  shrieks  and  erias  of  the  womea 
and  children. 

Remember  the  cannonading  of  Btooington  anJ 
Bristol. 

Remember  the  bomtng  of  Jameatown»  Rhod# 
Island. 

Remember  the  frequent  Inaulta  of  Newport. 

Remember  the  broken  ehartert. 

Remember  the  cannonade  of  Hampton. 

Remember  the  act  far  ■creeniog  snd  eneourag* 
ing  your  murderers. 

Remember  the  cannonade  of  Naw-Tork. 

Reasember  the  altering  your  eatabliihed  jury 

laws. 
Remember  the  hiring  foreign  troopa  against  you. 


*  In  lord  UiUiboraugli'a  cirouUc  lattar. 
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RoBember  the  rejecting  of  lord  Chitli«ni%  Mr. 
Bartley't  And  Mr.  Bark*t  pUns  ofeoiioilatiMi. 

Reoieaiber  the  treatment  of  Fraoklui  and  Tem- 
ple. 

Remember  the  rejeetiof  of  all  your  mnacroai 
humble  petitiona. 

Remember  the  eontempt  with  whieh  tliej  apoke 
of  you  in  both  bouaea. 

Remember  the  oowardly  endeavor  to  prevent 
Ibrtign  '  nationa  fRipplyfai|^  you  with  arma  and 
nmmonitio*,  when  they  themaelvea  knew  they 
intended  cominy  to  eat  your  throata. 

Remember  their  hirhif  aaragea  tp  BHuder  your 

farmera  with  their  Ikmiliea. 

Remember  tbeliribing  negro  aUvca  to  aaaaaainate 
their  maaten. 

Remember  the  boming  of  Norfolk.* 

Remember  their  obliging  you  to  -pay  tr^le  du- 
ttca,  when  you  came  to  trade  with  the  couotriea 
you  helped  them  to  oonquer.'l' 

Hemember  their  depriTing  you  of  all  ahtre  in 
the  ftaheriea,  yon  equally  with  them  apent  your 
blood  and  treaaurc  to  acquire. 

Remember  their  old  reatrictions  on  your  woollen 
manufaetoHea,  your  hat-making,  your  iron  and  ateel 
forgea  and  furnacea. 

Remember  their  arbitrary  admiralty  eoorta. 

Remember  the  inhuman  treatment  of  tlie  brare 
colonel  Allen,  and  the  irona  he  waa  sent  into  Eng- 
land. 

Remember  the  long,  habitual,  base  renality  of 
British  parliaments. 

Remember  the  corrupt,  putrified  state  of  that 
nation,  and  the  virtuous,  sound,  healthy  state  of 
your  own  young  conalitutlon. 

Remember  the  tyranny  of  Mezentios,  who  bound 
liTing  men,  fisce  to  face,  with  dead  ones,  and  the 
tflfect  of  it.t 

Remember  the  obstinacy  and  unforglring  apirit 
of  the  — ^,  evident  in  the  treatment  of  his  own 
b-^— s. 

Rememlier  that  an  honorable  death  is  preferable 
to  an  ignominious  life;  and  never  forget  what  you 
owe  to  yourselves,  your  families,  and  your  posterity. 


now  van  ranmrsr^na  jowuras. 
cantfncnlnl 


•F" 


*Thi8  and  all  the  beforementioned,  were  open, 
defencelnas  towns,  which,  by  the  laws  of  war,  abould 
always  be  spared. 

f  Act  of  parliament,  14  George  111.  laying  a  doty 
of  three  pence  per  gallon  on  all  spirits  imported 
into  Cmtda  horn  Britaint  and  nine-pence,  if  from 
any  ef  the  North  American  colonies. 

IThe  cerroptioii  of  the  one  poisoned  the  other. 


Mt  innraa  Aim  eousravaiv-*!  ks?e 
that  some  of  you  are  a  little  swrpriaod  that  I,  with 
ao  many  iadiieementa  aa  I  hare  to  remain  at  homc^ 
should  have  resolred  to  qitit  mj  tuOkf,  nod  mf 
fivm  for  the  fiitiguea  and  dangera  of  WW.  I  mem 
you  abould  be  perfoetly  aatiiaedaa  to  mf  aotina. 
i  am  an  American:  and  am  detcrmhMd  to  be  frcb 
I  waa  bom  freei  and  hare  nefer  forfeited  aqr  hirth- 
righti  oor  wiU  I  erer^  like  the  mfiitoated  aoe  af 
Isaac,  aell  it  for  a  mem  of  pott^j^  I  ^U  part 
with  Biy  lifo  aoooer  than  mj  libertji  for  I  peifier 
an  honorable  death  to  the 
exIatcMeofaalare^ 

s 

The  ——who  would  rob  me  of  nay  proper^ 
becanae  be  thinka  he  baa  uae  for  it,  end  b  able  to 
take  it  firom  me,  would  aa  soon,  for  the  aame  roa* 
aon,robmeof  my  lifi^if  itatoodlnlda  way;  but  it 
is  God  Almighty  who  gave  ose  my  lifi^  and  my  pro- 
perty,  aa  a  neoeasary  meana'amoag  othera  of  pie. 
sending  and  enjoying  itt  and  it  ia  he  only  that  halh 
an  abaolute  and  unlimited  right  and  power  to  take 
either  or  both  away.    Being  the  Creator,  the  Sep. 
porter,  the  perfect  ruler  and  judge  oT  all  tbe  carf^ 
he  only  can  do  no  wrong:  abould  ^lerefore  aay 
creature  whatsoever,  or  number  of  them,  dare  to 
usurp  this  sole  prerogative  of  Heaven  over  aM.  I 
could  neither  answer  it  to  my  Maker,  nor  my 
conscience,  nor  my  honor,  if  I  did  not  resist,  though 
it  were  to  the  last  drop  of  my  blood.     It  is  in  the 
free  enjoyment  of  those  blessings,  uncontrouled  fay 
any  human  powers,  (except  so  far  aa  the  voice  of 
the  aociety  in  general,  of  whieh  we  are  memben; 
may  have  resigned  a  part  for  the  preservation  of 
the  whole),  that  that  civil  liberty  aubstantially 
consisteth.    Let  no  one  therefore  wonder  if,  of  all 
earthly  benefits  my  Creator  hath  bestowed  on  me, 
I  do  most  esteem  my  liberty.    Anarchy,  indeed,  I 
deprecate,  but  tyranny  infinitely  more.    The  rea- 
son is  obvious;  the  former,  like  a  common  aurfeit, 
occasioned  by  an  irr^ular  and  intenq>erate  indulg- 
ence of  tbe  bodily  appetites,  if  but  a  little  helped 
by  simple  medicine,  will  almost  alwajrs,  as  I  may 
say,  cure  itself:  whereaa  the  latter,  like  a  devour- 
ing cancer,  the  longer  it  is  let  alone,  without  the 
application  of  violent  caustics,  the  foster  and  deeper 
it  will  root  itself  into  the  frame,  until  it  gnaws  out 
the  very  life  of  the  body.    Government  is  neither 
of  these:  it  ia  an  ordinance  of  Heaven  to  restrain 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


4£d 


the  usurpations  of  wieked  men,  to  secure  us  the 
enjoyments  of  our  natural  rif^hts,  and  to  promote 
the  hi^est  political  interests  and  happiness  of 
society.  The  claims  therelbre  of  the  British  par- 
liament  of  a  power  to  bind  us  in  all  eases  whatao 
even  to  give  away  our  property,  in  what  measure 
and  for  what  purposes  they  please,  and  to  dispose 
of  our  lives  as  they  think  prr>per,  when  we  have 
no  voice  in  the  le^slation  nor  constitutional  power 
mllowed  us  to  check  their  most  violent  proceed- 
ings, are  not  of  the  nature  of  government,  but  in 
the  true  and  strict  sense  of  the  word  tyrannif. 

Of  the  tendency  and  operation  of  this  diabolical 
system,  our  country  hath  already  had  too  dtep  and 
affecting  experience  not  to  be  sensible  of  them;  and 
it  requires  not  the  spirit  of  supernatural  prophecy 
to  foretel  the  end  of  them,  should  they  not  be 
seasonably  controled;  controled,  did  I  sayp  blest 
be  the  spirit  of  American  liberty,  wisdom  and 
Tslor!  they  have  been  controled;  but,  my  friends, 
it  is  evident  we  can  never  have  safety,  liberty,  and 
ptsee,  until,  by  an  unremitting  and  vigorous  ap- 
plication of  the  ase,  now  laid  to  the  root  of  the 
tree»  we  have  totally  overturned,  in  these  colonies, 
the  power  that  would  demolish  us.  Not  to  speak 
4if  the  unwearied  art  and  assiduity  of  the 

these  twelve 
ytttn  past,  to  fasten  on  us  the  shackles  of  slavery, 
let  me  only  remind  you  of  the  base  and  cruel  mea- 
•ores  to  subjiigate  us,  since  we  have  been  obliged 
to  take  up  arms  in  our  defence:  what  stone  have 
they  left  unturned?  what  device  to  ruin  us,  though 
never  so  mesn,  barbarous  and  bloody,  aueh  as  no 
heart,  but  that  of  a  devil  and  a  tyrant,  can  refrain 
flbuddering  at,  have  they  not  pursued?  have  not 
•everal  of  the  powers  of  Europe  been  meanly 
courted  and  bribed  not  to  supply  us  with  means 
of  resistance?  hath  not  the  most  barbarous  nation 
in  it  been  applied  to,  to  assist  them  with  at  least 
20,000  savages  to  complete  their  intended  massacre? 
bave  they  not  attempted  to  spirit  up  the  fndisn 
Mvages  to  ravage  our  firontiers,  and  murder,  after 
their  inhuman  manner,  our  defenceless  wives  and 
children?  have  not  our  negro  slaves  been  enticed 
to  rebel  against  their  masters,  snd  arms  put  into 
their  hands  to  murder  them?  have  not  the  king  of 
England's  own  slaves,  the  Hanoverians,  been  em- 
ployed?  snd  were  not  the  poor  C;4nadians  made 
slaves,  that  they  might  be  made  fit  instruments, 
with  other  slaves  and  savages,  to  make  slaves  and 
more  wretched  beings  than  savages  of  us? 

Now,  what  kind  of  reconciliation  can  be  reasona- 
Irty  expected  with  a  jia  ha.^lv.  to  cruellv.  so 


industriously,  snd  obstinately  bent  on  our  destruc- 
tion? in  short,  we  have  no  alternative  left  us.  bot 
to  fight  or  dif ;  if  there  be  any  medium,  it  is  slavery; 
and  ever  cursed  be  the  man  who  will  submit  to  it! 
I  will  not.    Dut  who  would  ever  have  imagined, 
that  a  people  who,  a  few  years  ago,  aisisted  tlieir 
brethren  of  Great  Britain,  with  their  blood  and 
treasure,  to  humble  the  power  of  Pranoe  and  Spain, 
and  who.  from  their  first  existence  as  a  people, 
have,  by  their  trade  and  industry,  been  enriching 
and  exalting  them  above  all  the  nations  of  the 
world;  who,  I  say,  would  have  imagined  that  this 
very  people  should,  by  these  their  very  brethren, 
be  now  reduced  to  so  dreadful  an  alternative;  yet, 
hear,  O  Heavens,  and  give  ear,  O  Ktrth,  and  bear 
witness,  this  is  the  return  we  have  received  for  all 
6ur  love,  loyalty,  industry,  treasure  and  blood! 

Had  we  begun  this  qtiarrel,  bad  we  demanded 
some  new  privileges,  unknown  to  the  constitution, 
or  some  commercial  licences,  incompatible  with 
the  general  mterest  of  the  empire,  had  we  presum- 
ed to  legislate  for  Great  Britain,  or  plotted  with 
the  Bourbon  family,  to  reinstate  the  execrable  race 
of  the  Stuarts,  and  fled  to  arms  unprovoked  to 
accomplish  these  designs,  there  would  then  be 
some  plausible  spology  for  the  severest  hostile 
treatment  we  have  received.    But  what  have  we 
done?  when  alarmed,  ere  we  had  yet  rested  from 
the  toils  of  the  last  war,  by  new  unconstitutional 
demands  of  revenue,  we  asserted  our  rights  snd 
petitioned  for  justice.    Was  this  a  Cftme?  as  un« 
constitutioual  statutes  of  different  forms  were  re- 
peatedly enacted,  we  repeated  our  petitions   for 
redress;  was  this  a  crime?  we  suffered  ourselves 
to  be  insulted  by  the  introduction  of  an  armed 
force  to  dragoon  us  into  obedience;  we  suffered 
them  to  tske  possession  of  our  towns  and  fortifica* 
tions,  slill  waiting  with  decent  and  anxious  ex- 
pectation from  the  wonted  justice,  humanity,  an4 
generosity  of  Britons:  was  this  a  crime?  disposed 
to  try  every  pacific  measure  which  might  probably 
procure  our  relief,  we  agreed  to  withhold  our  com* 
merce  from  them,  in  hopes  that,  feeling  the  eflTects 
of  their  injustice,  they  might  see  how  ruinous  their 
proceedings  were  to  their  own  interests,  and  return 
in  time  to  wisdom  and  peace:  was  titis  a  crime?  ncr 
did  we  once  lift  the  sword  even  in  ok?  lUfincc, 
until  provoked  to  it  by  a  wanton  commencemaiu 
of  hostilities  on  their  pirt:  what  then  bsve  we  done 
to  merit  such  cruel  proceedings?  my  frinids,  I  um 
firmly  persuaded,  that  no  truth  will  appear  in  fj^nre 
history,  with  more  glaring  evidence,  than  ihat  the 
whole  mass  of  guilt  contracted  by  this  unnatural 
war  lleth  at  the  door  of  ;  and  sq  tliat^ 
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not  only  ill  fitture  gcnrntiooo  of  men^  but  the  |  work  tlm^t  it  daoferoni  to  piiblith.    Tht 


Oreot  Judge  of  all  the  eartb»  will  finalljr  oondcain 
their  meMurct  at  a  eeeaeof  tyrtony  tnd  nmrder.  I 
therefore  concave  myaelf  ai  having  taken  np  arflw 
in  defence  of  fainocence^  joatiee.  troth,  honeaty, 
honw,  liberty,  propeHy,  and  lift};  Mid  ifroppoaition 
to  gailt«  injustice,  falaehood,  diahoneaty,  ignonuny. 
alaveiy,  poverty,  and  deatbi  not  that  I  have  any 
fiindneM  (or  the  bloody  profesaiooi  not  thatl  delight 
in  the  ctmage  of  my  apecies;  or  aigh  Ibr  an  occa- 
aion  of  proving  my  eourage:  Heaven  and  yoa  art 
WKf  witnesica,  that  my  voioo  waa  aome  thM^  per- 
hapa  too  long,  and  with  too  onioh  eameatneaap 
ngainat  any  military  preparationas  bat  tlie  timea 
are  altered;  tia  a  dreadfiU  neeeaalty  that  calla  me, 
and  calls  every  man  who  can  be  spared  Arom  hia 
other  OGCupfttiona. 

,  I  will  not  iMiwever  fight  as  one  who  beaieth  the 
air.  I  apeak  pUinlys  I  ooosidcr  this  year  aa  the 
grand  and  final  period  of  British  administration  in 
tbia  American  world;  I  see  no  probability  of  their 
proflTering  auch  terms  aa  we  can  accept  of  coo- 
aistently  with  o«r  safipty,  honor,  and  peace;  nay, 
ahould  they  grant  all  that  cor  public  comcils  have 
heretdbre  claimed,  we  should  atill  be  ui  a  most 
dangerous  situation,  liable  to  renewed  encrasch-^ 
ments  and  renewed  hostilitiea.  What  eiae  can  be 
aoppoaed  from  such  a  situation,  and  from  the  idew«, 
temper,  and  pnjudicea  that  must,  and  will,  prevail 
in  the  British  court  and  parliament:  besides,  who 
in  that  case  will  reimburse  our  losses;  or  how  shall 
our  public  debts  be  paid?  I  do  solemnly  declare, 
and  that  with  respect  to  the  best  reconciliation 
that  can  reasonably  be  expected,  with  so  corrupt, 
treacherous,  and  tyrannical  an  administration,  that 

I 

if  I  thought  we  should  aji^ain  revert  to  a  dependence 
on  Britain,  I  should,  from  this  day,  lay  down  my 
sword,  and  weep  that  I  was  born  in  America.  But 
far  other  prospects  are  before  us:  glory,  empire, 
liberty  and  peace,  are,  1. am  persuaded,  unless  we 
are  lost  to  ourselves^  very  near  at  hand.  And,  on 
every  consideration  of  the  present  state  and  pro- 
gress of  our  public  affairs,  compared  with  the  spirit 
of  Britain,  and  the  spirit,  the  interest,  and  the 
internal  advantages  of  America,  methinks,  I  hear 
a  voice,  as  if  an  angel  from  Heaven  should  proclaim, 
"come  out  from  amonj^  litem,  and  be  ye  separate 
from  them.  Come  out  of  her  my  people,  that  ye 
be  not  partakers  of  her  sins,  and  ye  receive  not  of 
her  plagues.*' 

(Cr  [The  preceding  is  coped  from  Almon'a  Re- 
menibrancer;  we  cannot  supply  the  blanks.  Words 
were  used— no  doubt,  which  the  editor  of  that 


dteas  appears  to  have  bemi  daBvowd  nboiit  i^ 
1776.  It  may  bo  wortlqr  of  reaaark  ber^  timl  the 
declamlioB  of  indeptadcnce  la  prjifrHahnd  m  the 
aame  work,  wUfa  many  aoch  blai^} 

JJu  tfOefircet  sn  Uke  Ckam^m     dfefcjsi  I37& 

novaa. 
Ship  Inflesible,  Ucot  Schaiik,  18  twolvw 
era.   ScboMMr  Maria,  lient  Stirlu^  14  six 
era.    Schooner  Garleton,  Uenteaant  Oneron,  19  ais 
poondera,   Rndean  TbtmAertr,  Hoot.  Snotty  6  tw«* 
ty.foor,  6twelvepomiderB,3howltMra.    TTHJitit 
Loyal  Convert,  Uent.  toi^feraf^,  7  ainn 
Tweatf  grni-boati,  oadi  a  bnaa  Md  pioeih 

tweoty-lbiira  to  akHM,  aome  with  hwwHicm. 

loog.boats^  with  eaeh  a  eamagw  goo^ 

armed  tenden.   Twenty'^Mvlm^bontnwIikpM* 


comnmTAik 
Schooner  Royal  Savagi»  8  wix  pmuiden^«id4 
firar  ponndcK^  burnt  tht  11  (h  of  October,  nft  TA 
conr.  Schooner  Reva^c^  4  sin  poandcn,«adlbanb 
eacaped  to  TIcondeR^  the  13th  Ooiobcr.    Ooop 
— — *,  10  fiwr  pooadera,  eacapod  to  ditto  the  1^ 
of  October.    Cutter  Lee^  1  ninn  pomidar  te  hir 
bowi  1  twelve  povndar  in  her  atem,  nods  sis  poa»P 
ders  in  her  sideas  abandoned  the  13th  of  Ontekg. 
Galley  Congress,  3  eighteen  ponndors  in  hm  h&w^ 
2  twelve  pounders  in  her  stem,  and  6  six  poundem 
in  her  sides;  run  on  shore  and  burnt  the  13th  of 
October.  Galley  Washington,  1  eight  and  1  twelve 
pounder  in  her  bow,  3  nine  pounders  in  her  stem, 
and  6  six  pounders  in  her  sides;  taken  the  13th  of 
October.    Galley  Trumbull,  like  the  Washingtoa, 
escaped  to  Ticonderoga  the  13th  October.    Eight 
Gondolas,  carrying  1  eight  pounder  in  the  bow, 
and  2  nine  pounders  in  the  sides;  some  of  of  these 
had  4  guns  in  their  sides— one  taken  the  12tb,  one 
sunk  the  II th,  four  burnt  the  I3tb;  one  escaped, 
and  one  missing.     Schooner  — — ,  t«keo  from 
major  Skeene,  was  gone  for  provisions.     Galley 
Gales,  expected  to  join  them  in  a  few  days. 

•i  list  of  the  teamen  detached  from  hie  majeetj^t  tki^ 
and  veuelt  in  the  river  St,  Lowremce^  te  terve  m 
lake  Champlain, 

Isis,  100  seamen;  Blonde,  70;  Triton,  60;  Gar^ 
land,  SO;  Canceaux,  40;  Magdalen,  Brunswick,  Gas- 
pee  18  seamen  each;  Treasury,  and  armed  brigs 
90  men  each. 


Province  armed  vessels — Fell,  30,  lately  wreck- 
ed; Charlotte,  9;  volunteers  from  no  ship,  9}  ditto 
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from  the  innsports,  214.    Total,  670;  exclasive  of 
•  offioert,  and  19  pettjr  ofllecn. 

SCARCITY  OP  SALT. 
.A  emvention  fT  the  Haie  ^  JPtmushania,  SdtW' 
daift  Auguu  24»  1776. 
Whf  real,  it  appears  to  this  conTention,  npon  due 
enquiry  and  information  of  the  cireumstancef ,  that 
the  aalt  now  in  thii  city,  bat  been  imported  at  low 
prices,  and  under  moderate  insurance.  And  where- 
as, divers  persons,  in  contempt  of  the  just  and 
wholesome  regulations  of  the  committee,  lio.  of 
Philadelphia,  under  directions  of  congress,  have 
continued  to  dispose  of  their  salt  at  most  exorbi- 
tant prices,  to  the  great  gnrieranca.  and  distress  of 
tfieir  fellow  subjects  of  this  sute:  it  is  therefore 
resolved.  That  the  said  regulations  be  hereby  con- 
^med,  and  all  persons  whatever,  are  hereby  strict- 
ly enjoined  to  pay  due  obedience  thereto.  And 
the  said  committees  are  authorized  and  direct- 
ad  to  seise,  and  take  into  their  possession,  the 
^alt  belonging  to  such  persons  as  have  refused,  or 
•hall  refiue,  conformity  to  the  regulations  so  es- 
tablished: or  shall  altogether  withhold,  or  refuse 
t»  sell  their  salt  during  the  continuance  of  such 
regulations,  allowing  to  the  said  persons,  upon  the 
sale  thereof,  the  fixed  and  settled  prices,  first  de- 
ducting the  expenses  incurred  upon  the  sale. 

And  whereas,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  every  part 
of  this  extensive  state  should  be  accommodated,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  with  their  proportion  of  this  ar- 
ticle, so  justly  esteemed  a  necessary  of  life: 

B§  U  retotoedf  That  the  committee  of  Philadel- 
phia are  hereby  farther  directed  to  distribute  the 
aalt,  that  may,  as  aforesaid,  come  into  their  pos- 
adsion,  in  equal  quantities  in  the  several  counties, 
kaving  reg«rd  to  the  reputed  number  of  the  inha- 
bitaats  contained  in  the  said  counties. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jun.  Sec. 

Fragment  of  a  tpeech  in  the  general  congreat  efAme 
Hca-^mt,    [JVanitff  of  the  ipeakera  unknown.] 

Upon  a  motion  to  resolve,  'That  all  Scotch  pri. 
aoners  be  treated  with  the  utmost  seventy,  as  the 
rancorous  abettors  of  this  inhuman  war,  which  has 
originated  in  Scotch  principles,  and  from  Scotch 
eouncils:' 

The  mover  of  this  resolution  prefaced  and  en- 
forced it  by  a  review  of  public  transactions,  both 
respecting  Etigland  and  America,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  reign.  He  shewed  they 
had  been  a  series  of  violent  grievances,  followed 


by  ineftectusl  complaints  and  petitions  for  redress. 
He  enumerated  the  multitude  of  addresses  from 
every  part  of  Scotland  for  the  Mood  of  the  Ame- 
ricans. He  stated  the  general  seal  and  alacrity 
of  that  people  in  and  out  of  parliament,  and  in 
Great  Britain  and  America,  for  the  destruction  and 
subjugation  of  the  colonies.  He  reminded  them 
of  the  treachery  and  uncontroUble  enmity  of  the 
Scotch  against  them,  recently  experienced  in  the 
provinces  of  New  York,  Virginia,  and  the  Caroli- 
nas;  where,  in  direct  violation  of  every  principle 
of  gratitude,  and  of  their  faith  expressly  pledged, 
they  had  joined  the  enemy^  and  openly  attempted^ 
by  taking  up  arms,  to  destroy  the  liberties  of  those 
who  had  generously  guiranteed  theirs. 

To  this,  a  southern  delegate  replied,  after  some 
general  observations,  nearly  in  the  following  words: 

It  is  impossible,  sir,  not  to  feel  the  justice  of  the 
honorable  mover's  zeal  and  resentment.  The  facts 
upon  which  tbey  are  founded,  unhappily  for  hu- 
manity, are  not  to  be  denied.  I  myself  stand  here 
as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  colony,  which 
has  experienced  every  effort  of  Scotch  violence, 
perfidy,  and  ingratitude.  They  petitioned  to  be 
protected  in  a  neutrality  during  these  unhappy 
commotions.  They  pledged  their  faith,  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  that  tbey  would  not  aid  or  inform 
those  who  might  appear  in  arms  against  us.  Upon 
these  terms,  neutrality  was  indulged;  protection 
was  given  them.  They  enjoyed  it  till  our  enemies 
sppesred,  and  instantly  took  up  arms  for  our  de- 
struction. That  Providence,  in  whom  the  justice 
of  our  cause  inspires  confidence,  enabled  us  to  de- 
feat their  purposes.  They  remained,  in  conse- 
quence, at  our  mercy;  yet  we  exercised  no  greater 
act  of  severity,  than  that  which  was  unavoidable 
—the  obliging  them  to  quit  a  colony,  to  which  it 
was  plain  they  were  irreclaimably  hostile. 

In  the  other  colonies,  they  have  manifested  a  si- 
roiUrly  unprincipled  enmity  and  rancour  against 
the  lives  and  liberties  of  a  people,  who,  in  a  pecu- 
liar manner,  have  been  profiuble  to  them,  and  ta 
their  country.  As  they  have  thus  distinguished 
themselves  for  ingratitude  and  hostility  to  us,  they 
seem  to  merit  a  severity  of  treatment  as  distin- 
guished. 

But,  sir,  let  us  remember,  that  we  are  engaged 
In  a  general  war.  Not  in  a  war  with  Scotland, 
but  with  Great  Britain.  To  general  objects,  gene- 
ral rules  are  applicable.  Such  a  selection  for  se- 
verity, would  savor  more  of  the  vengeance  of  in- 
dividuals, than  of  public  justice.   We  are  contend- 
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ing  ia  the  aoblwt  eauie  that  caa  cnltrfeaad  eault 
^tbe  kuaiMi'hein.  Let  the  OMgwuiiauty  of  o«r 
cooduet  be  proportioaed  to  tbe  oobleneee  of  our 
punuits.  We  are  nov  fonmng  a  juUomI  oharao- 
Ut.  Spite  of  the  miarcpreietttatioM  of  our  ene- 
mies, the  truth  wili  at  leo^  prefaiL  like  the 
f  lorums  auo,  it  will  be  Bore  apleadid  frooi  the 
oioud  that  baa  obaourcd  it.  Let  ua  then  take  care, 
that,  wlien  it  doea  coitte  forth,  it  oujr  be  the  woo- 
der  of  natiooa.  Let  ua  nould  it|  not  oo  the  de» 
flierita  of  our  eneaies,  but  oA  our  ova  digiiity.— 
Let  geoeroaity,  juatice,  and  huaanity,  be  the  illoa> 
triotts  eharacteriatioi  of  the  aUtea  of  AMerica. 

He  ended  with  theae  Unea  ftom  Gcaai'a  apeech, 
in  Salluat: 

Item  bdlia  punicii  omnibua,  com  acpe  Carthv- 
glniensit  et  in  pace,  et  per  induciaa,  multa  nefaria 
ftcinora  feciaaent,  nunquam  oujorea  noatri,  per 
oecMiottcm  talia  fecere;  magia  quid  ae  dignum 
fbret,quamquid  in  iUbjure  fieri  poaact,  qusrebant. 
Uoc  idem  providcadum  est,  patrca  oooacripti,  ne 
phu  valeat  apud  roe,  Publii  LeatuU  et  csterorum 
acelus,  quam  veatra  digoitaai  aeu  magia  ire  quam 
fiuBs  consuiatia. 

The  motion  was  immediately  rejected. 

•  laaoAAaci. 

XMdbn,  JVSrv.  1776.— The  great  number  of  cap- 

torea,  raiaed  the  ki^orance  on  veaaela  homeward 

bound,  from  the  West  Indies,  to  twenty.three  per 

cent.    The  losses  upon  the  West  India  trade,  a- 

mount,  at  this  time,  to  sixty-six  per  cent.  viz.| 

Insurance,  L  23 

Fall  in  price  of  rum  and  sugars,  owing  to  1 
the  North  American  demand  being  cut  v  11 
off.  3 

One  fourth  of  the  ships  taken,  25 

Delays  to  market,  7 

JSTev  Lond9n,CCQnJ  JiMS^.^,  1776.-.By  means 
of  the  great  number  of  prizes  carried  into  the  dif- 
ferent poru  of  tbia  continent,  Jamaica  rum  is  sold 
at  48.  4d.  per  gallon,  by  the  hogshead;  and  sugar 
at  five  dollars  per  hundred  weight,  in  Boston. 

BosToa,  AVd.  14,  1776. 
To  the  Independeni  Soru  in  Maitachuiettt  ttaU. 

**Oar  lilcttM  fiwdiiclien,**  b  Uie  gmefal  womiA, 
From  age  to  agOi  the  world  win  ecko  round! 
And  erery  future  toncne  tbac  tpeokt  your  nome, 
WiU  brighten  the  boon  with  yo«r  giowiof  ftow. 

Our  losses  this  year  are  small,  w^en  compared 
with  the  advantages  we  have  K'ained,  and  it  would 
be  extreme  folly,  even  in  the  weakest  American, 


to  auppoae  oar  cauae  did  aot  eoatiaae  to 
The  complete  triumph  of  liberty,  lUMkmbiadly 
drawa  nearer  every  boor.  Whoa  we  review  the 
aute  flf  Ameriea,  aad  that  of  oar  eaarny.  we  beheld 
eaiineat  aad  growing  advaatagea  oD  tba  pact  of  oar 
countiy.  The  Talor  aad  diaeipliBa  of  ovr  tfoopa 
are  coaataatly  infrovioftaa  every  lal*  aetioa  with 
the  eaeaqr  teatifieat  thia  drcnmefawoe,  caawdetrf 
with  that  of  car  superior  nambeni^  aflbrda  a  bi%ht 
proapeet  of  aoeceaa.  It  waa  alwayaawppoaed,  thit 
the  eaemy  would  have  the  graiataat  advaat^  ia 
the  beginnbig  of  the  war,  aad  it  araat  be  ackaev* 
lodged,  (with  gratitude  to  Heavca)  that  tjbey  hatt 
doae  much  leai»  aad  oar  aaooeaa  baa  beea  amah 
greater,  than  ailKht  have  beea  g«pecte<L  At  thia 
period,  we  have  ao  maay  espetiaBoed  mea  of  tiiei 
valor,  aoeh  auigaaiaee  of  warlika  atorea,  each  a 
milttary  ayatem  formed,  each  a  dieeipliaed  mHili^ 
(aa  no  other  natioa  caa  produce),  aad  ouah  aa  mdoa 
and  fervor  of  aplrit  ia  aapport  of  the  righteeoa 
eauae  of  out  eouatry,  aa  maatdaaip  the  malcvekaK 
spirit  of  our  enemiea,  and  give  vigor  to  every  vir- 
tuooa  mlad.  Whea  we  anrvey  war  oaval  dcpsrt- 
meat,  aueh  are  our  preparatioaa,  eaoh  our  i 
progreaa  in  fitting  out  armed  vreaelib  an 
derful  our  auceeaa  in  taking  the  ahipib  tfaaperaaa^ 
and  the  riebea  of  the  enemy,  that  avea  our  aai^go- 
niata  are  aloraat  ready  to  eiclaim,  '^Qod  ia  aa  Ask 
aide!** 

Another  happy  circumstance  ia  our  favor,  is  the 
fruitful  season  and  plentiful  bsrveat  with  which 
Heaven  hath  blessed  our  country.  In  truth,  so  nu- 
merous are  the  fiivors  of  Providence,  and  ao  encou- 
raging our  prospect  of  success,  that  we  have  arach 
greater  cause  for  thanktgiving  than  for  petitioning; 
and  it  ia  unmanly,  unchristian,  and  anworthy  of 
any  firee  miiid,  to  discover  the  leaat  degree  of  timi- 
dity. Our  difficultiea  and  sufferings,  in  aupportiag 
the  great  cause  of  liberty,  have  been  little,  if  con- 
pared  with  what  other  nations  have  suffered  ia  de- 
fence of  their  freedom.  The  Switzers  fought  nxty 
battles  in  defending  their  liberties,  and  finally, 
drove  all  the  murdering  tyranta  out  of  their  coun- 
try, set  up  independent  ttates,  and  have  flourished 
m  freedom  to  this  day,  in  spite  of  all  the  tyrants  in 
Europe.  They  are  a  striking  proof  of  the'aoperior 
virtue  and  strength  of  a  free  people,  for  their  whole 
country  is  not  larger  thdtn  the  Mssaachuaetta  state, 
not  half  so  fruitful,  nor  any  ways  comparable  for 
happiness  of  situation,  aud  commercial  advantages. 
Wliai  then  may  not  the  United  States  of  America 
accomplish?  We  may  rationally  suppose,  upon  a 
aurvey  of  the  present  atate  of  all  natiooa,  that  thete 
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4«d 


^'ited  State*  will  make  swifter  progreaf  in  arti 

^^  ^- '  »nd  in  all  that  adomi  and  dignificf  hu- 
man  •ociely,,^  ^^  p^p^^  ^^  ^^^j^n  ^^^^  yet 

have  done. 


The  tyrants  of  Briuin,  am*  ♦i^^p  object  slaves 
whom  they  can  hire,  are  all  the  eneii«»^  ^^  have  I 
to  encounter}  the  rest  of  the  world  will  b«r  ^tA 
friends.    As  we  wish  to  injure  no  people,  other 
aattons  will  naturally  be  our  friends*  some  from 
interest,  and  others,  whose  interest  is  no  wavs  con- 
cerued,  from  motives   of  humanity.    As  America 
is  so  very  extensive,  capable  of  supporting  so  ma- 
ny millions  of  inhabitants,  more  than  she  hai  at 
present;  and  as  the  virtuous  part  of  mankind  love 
freedom,  they  wilt  transplant  themselves  from  the 
slavish  dominions  of  Europe,  to  this  land  of  liber- 
ty»  whereby  the  industry,  the  virtue,  and  the  wis- 
dom of  the  world  will  centre  in  these  free  and 
independent  states.    Such  being  our  field  of  hope, 
auch  our  prospect  of  happiness,  not  only  for  our- 
selves, but  for  n«illions  of  others,  by  what  name 
shall  we  call  that  folly  which  would  abate  your  ar- 
dob,  and  discourage  your  efforts,  to  maintain  the 
entire  independence  of  America? 

The  folUrunng  •mat  thought  to  be  a  pretty  accurate 
ttatt  of  the  provincial  forceo  in  May^  1776. 
In  Canada,  9Q00  continental  troops;  commanded 
by  major  general  Sullivan,  and  brigadiers  Arnold 
and  Woedkle.  The  generals  Schuyler  and  Wooster 
are  at  Albany,  with  a  body  of  militia,  number  not 
exactly  known. 

At  New  York,  12,000  continental,  troops  11,000 
militia,  and  the  Jersey  brigade  conaisting  of  3300 
commanded  by  general  Washington,  major  gene 
rals  Putnam,  and  Gates,  and  brigadiers   Uealh, 
Green,  lord  Sterling,  Waterbury,  and  Mercer. 

In  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  a  flying  camp  of  10,000 
men,  commanded  by  brigadiers  Mifflin,  Deau,  and 

Johnson. 

In  Virginia,  8000  continental  troops.  In  North 
Carolina  4000  ditto.  South  Carolina  1000  ditto. 
Commanded  by  major  general  Lee,  brigadiers 
Armstroi:j,  Howe,  Moore,  and  Lewis. 

At  Boston,  2000  continental  troops,  commanded 
by  major  general  Ward,  and  brigadier  general 
Spencer. 

By  this  account  there  were  36«000  continental 

troops,  and  24,300  militia,  ready  for,  and  in  the 

field;  but  there  are  20,000  more  of  the  militia,  the 

stations  of  which  are  not  exactly  known.    \\\  all 

above  80,000  men. 
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per  diem, 
1.   s.    d. 
Commander  in  chief,  general  7 

Washington,  f/w  table)  3  2  0  0 
4  Aids  de-camp,  4s.  6d.  each  18  0 
1  Alju«ant  general,  18 

1  Quarter  master  general,        13 
1  Assistant  quarter  master 

feneral,  4    6 

**n  master  general,  13    6 

6  Mtfjor»  brigade,  4s.  6d.  7 

Secretary  to  commander 

in  chief  9    6 

Directors  of  hospitals,      18 


4  Surgeons,  fis.  14 

1  Apothecary,  6 

2  Mates,  and  1  clerk,  3s.  9 

1  Commissary  general,  12 

2  Major  geneials  under 

commander  in  chief, 

24s.  9d.  2     9    6 

4  Aid -de  camps,  4s.  6d.  18 

6  Brigadier  generals,  18t. 

9d.  5  12    6 

1  Engineer,  9 

4  Sub-engineers,  4s.  0d  18 

4  Major  generals,  com- 
manding separate 

armies,  49s.  6d.  9  18 

8  aid-de-campa,  4s.  fid.  1  16 

8  Majors  brigade,  4s.  6d.  1  16 

4  Secretaries,  4s.  9d.  19 

4  Deputy  adjutant  gene- 
rals, 98.  4^1^.  1  17    6 

4  Deputy  quarter  master 

generUs,  6s.  1    4 

4  Deputy  commbsary  ge- 
nerals, fi«.  1    4 

8  Sub-en|^ineers,  4s.  fid.  1  16 

9  Brigadier  generals,  18s. 

9d.*  8    8    5 

60  miomiHTt. 
60  Colonels,  13s.  fid.  40  10 

fiO  Lieutenant  celoneli,  9s.   27 
60  M  jors,  fis.  18 

540  Ci.ptains,  4s.  fid.  121  10 

1080  Lieutenants,  3s.  162 

540  Ensigns,  2s.  54 

2160  Serjeants,  Is.  3d.  135 

2160  Corporals,  Is.  Id.  117 

540  Drums,  Is.  Id.  and  540 

fifes.  Is.  Id.  58  10 

30600  Privates,  Is.  1530 

(Chaplains,  surgeons,       ■  ■     ■ 
and  surgeon's  mates, 
not  included) 


8    0  6 


41  17  0 


2263    10 
2313    8  6 


VtTIirO  CAWP. 

14  Colonels,  13s.  6d.  9    9 

14  Lieutenant  colonels,  9s.  6    6 

14  Majors,  6s.  4    4 

128  Captains,  4s.  6d.  28  16 

256  Lieutenants,  3s.  39    8 


Cirried  over. 


87    3  0 
2400  U  7 


'Including  Thompson,  who  is  prisoner. 
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■(own.  JV-=D.  20. 


Although,  in  coniequence  of  the  ■nnalunl,  cru- 
el, and  barbaroui  mcuurci,  adupted  and  pursued 
hy  the  BrKi(h*dinini*tratii>n,gT»t  anddiiimsing 
calimilin  arc  brought  upon  our  distressed  coun- 
tr)*,  and  in  (his  mlo'iy  in  pariiciilari  we  Tee  I  the 
dreadfiil  efTectl  of  a  civil  var,  by  which,  America 
is  stained  vith  the  blood  of  her  valiant  aons.  who 
liave  bravely  fallen  in  the  laudable  defence  of  our 
righ'a  and  priTilegea:  our  capital,  once  the  Mai  tj 
juifice,  opulence  and  virtue,  is  unjustly  wreiteil 
from  its  proper  owners,  *ho  are  obliged  to  flee 
from  the  iron  band  of  ijTanny,  or  held  in  the 
unrelenting  arms  of  oppression:  our  seaports  great- 
ly distriased,  and  towns  burnt  by  the  foe«  who 
have  acted  the  part  of  birbirous  incendiaries.— 
And,  although  the  wiie  and  Holy  Hovei-nor  of  the 
world  his, InhisrighteousProTidenee.sent  droughts 
Into  this  colony,  and  wasting  licknea*  into  many 
of  our  towna,  yet  we  have  the  greatest  reason  to 
»dore  and  praise  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events, 
who  deals  inEHitely  better  with  ua  than  ^e  lieterve; 
and  amidst  all  hit  judgments,  hath  remembered 
mercy,  by  causing  the  voice  of  health  sgrain  to  be 
heard  amongst  us;  instead  of  famine,  aflarJing  to 
■n  ungrateful  people  a  compdency  of  the  neccs- 
■ariei  and  comfortj  oflifei  in  remarkably  preserv- 
ing &nd  protecting  our  troopi.  when  in  apparent 
danger,  while  Oiir  enmicf,  wilh  all  their  itailrd 
akiil  and  i-jength,  have  met  wilh  ian,  ditappoint- 
mini,  and  dtfeal:~ittd,  in  the  course  of  his  good 
Providence,  the  Father  of  all  Mercies,  hath  be- 
•towed  upon  us  many  other  fivora,  which  call  for 
our  grateful  acknowledgments: 

Therefi'-t—Wc  have  thought  fit,  with  the  advice 
of  tlie  council  and  house  of  representatives,  to  ap- 
point Thursday,  the  S3d  of  November,  instant,  to  b( 
observed  as  a  day  of  public  lAunibi^'tiiftf,  through 
out  this  colonyi  hereby  calling  upon  ministers 
■nd  people,  to  meet  far  religious  worshi; 
BaiJ  day,  and  deooul's  lo  ollcr  up  their  unfeigned 
priiics  to  Alinlg!i!y  Uod,  the  source  and  I 
lent  beslower  of  all  goo^i,  for  hii  affording 
cesasry  means  of  subsistence,  though  our  com-' 
merce  his  been  prevented,  snd  the  supplies  fn 
the  Bshery  denied  ui>i— that  such  ■  meisure 
beslth  is  enjoyed  among  usi  that  the  lives  of  o 
oHicert  and  soldiers  have  been  so  remarkably  pi 
■erved,  while  our  enemies  have  fallen  before  the 
that  the  vigorous  cffurlB,  which  have  been  used 
eicite  the   savage  vengeance  of  the  wilderneai,' 


deiiruction  might  come  upon  our  frontiers,  have 
been  almost  miraculously  defeated;  that  onr  m- 
natural  enemies,  instead  of  ravaging  the  couBUy 
wilh  uncontroled  sway,  are  conBned  wiiliin  sack 
narrow  limits,  to  their  own  mortificatioa  and  dis- 
tress, environed  by  an  ^mtrican  army,  irnne  al>d 
dflermineil-. — that  inch  •  band  of  uninii,  founded 
ipon  the  best  principles,  unites  the  AtneHcsn  eo- 
onies,— that  our  rights  and  privileges,  both  citi 
and  religious,  are  so  ftr  preierved  to  us,  notwith- 
standing all  the  atlentpta  of  our  barbarous  enemin 
to  deprive  us  of  ihein. 

iffer  up  huKihlc  Mid  ffervent  prayers  ts 
Almighty  God,  for  tbe  whole  British  empire-,  n- 
peciilly  for  the  uniied  Jmerican  c^lunif. — That  He 
lid  bfess  our  civil  rulers,  and   lead  tJieis  iius 
;  and  prudent  measurei,  at  tfai*  dark  stkI  diffi- 
.  di};  that  Ite  wonld  endow  our  general  court 
with  all  thtt  wisdom  which  is  profitable  lo  diteeti 
that  He  would  graciously  smile  upon  our  cndearon 
peace,  preserve  our  rigbtt  and  privi- 
legei,  and  hand  them  down  to  postetity;  tbit  Ht 
lid  give    wiidoni   to  the   Ameriein    ccngreu, 
e<]ual  to  Ittcir  important  slilion;  that  He  would  di- 
et ibe  generals,  and  the  American  ariSTes,  wlier- 
'er  employed,  and  give  tbem  success  and  victiwy; 
lit  He  would  preserve  and  strengthen  the  faarmO' 
I  of  the  unite  J  etJsnieir  that  He  would  pour  0<ll 
s  spirit  upon  all  orders  oT  men,  through  the  Und, 
-ing  us  to  a  hearty  repentance  and  reforiuitiasi 
purify  and  sanctify  all  His  churches;  that  be  would 
make  ours,  Rmanuel's  landi  that  Ue  would  spread 
the  knowledge  of  Ibe  Redeemer  through  the  whole 
earth,  and  fill  the  world  with  his  glory. 
And  all  servile  labor  is  forbidden  on  *aid  day. 
iven  under  our  hands,  at  the  council  chamber, 
in  Walertown,  tbe  fcurtil  day  of  November,  ia 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  sevai  hun- 
dred snd  seventy-five. 

By  their  honors  cooimand, 

PEltKZ  MORTON.  Dep.  See. 


W liter  Spooner, 
Caleb  Curbing. 
Joseph  Whilcomb, 
Jedidiah  Fotler, 


Michael  Farley, 
Joseph  Palmer. 
Samuel  Uolten, 
Jabes  Piaher, 


le  the  III 


I,  that  u 


Eldad  Taylor,  llenjamio  White. 

GOU  SAVE  THE  PEOI'LJ!. 

rkt  fiUo-uins   leil  paiied  ihe  nitfini^  •/  .Ifuits- 

chattiu  in  1776. 

"We  the  subscribers  do  each   of  o»   sevenl^ 

r  Durtctves  profess,  testify  and   declare,  beAt* 


aidkblel' God  and  the  world,  tint  w«  vera;  btliere  tht 


PIUNCIPLES  A., 


**  ACTS  OF  THE  KfiVOLUTlMj. 


uid  oppoiition  in  which  w- 
Vnited  American  Colonies  »re  naw  ta^igtd  ■giini' 
the  f)eei8  ind  um'm  of  Great  Britain,  ii  on  lh< 
pare  or  tlie  »id  coloniei,  juat  and  oeeeaBarji  and 
ire  do  hereby  severally  promise,  cove 
tngigt  to  and  wilh  every  perion  of  this  colony, 
Vho  hag  or  ihall  tubacrlbe  Ihl*  declaration, 
ther  of  theaatne  tenor  and  words,  thit  we  v 
during  the  said  war,  directly  or  Indirecily, 
Waya  aid,  ibel,  or  aaaiat  any  ul  the  naval  or  land 
forces  of  ttie  kin^  of  Great  Uritain,  or  any  empli^- 
cd  by  him,  or  supply  them  with  any  kind  of  pro- 
visions, military  op  naval  stom,  or  held  any  oofres 
pondence  with,  or  communicate  any  intelligence 
to  any  of  the  olficers,  auldien  or  mariner*  belong 
ing  to  the  laid  army  or  navy,  or  enlist  or  procure 
any  others  to  enlist  into  the  land  or  sea  i 
Great  Britain,  or  take  np  or  bear  arma  ag 
tr  either  of  tbe  United  Colonies,  or  undertaking 
to  pilot  any  of  the  vessels  hrlonj^ing  to  the  a 
navy,  or  any  other  way  aid  or  asilit  themj  but 
the  contrary,  according  to  our  best  power  i 
•bilitiet,  will  defend  by  arms  the  Unite*!  American 
Colonies,  and  every  part  thereof,  against  every 
bos  tile  attempt  of  the  fleets  and  armies  in  the  ser- 
vice of  Great  Britain,  or  any  oF  ihem,  according  to 
the  requirements  and  directions  of  the  laws  of  thU 
colony,  that  now  or  may  liereafler  be  provided  fur 
the  regulation  of  the  militia  thereof." 

Caps  "/  "  few  w  *••  txcellmty  general  Qage,  /ram 
the  ion.  Jonathan  Trvmiult,  eeg.  frarnur  o/  the 
ttlHiy  0/  CennfcftciK,  in  btha!/  0/  the  generul  ai- 
ermi/u  1/ laid  calung,  daiiii 

H.«TTo«B,  J/.ri;j8,  177S. 
SiB— The  alarming  situation  of  public  afPsira  in 
thia  counlry,  and  the  lite  unfurlunaie  transactiont 
an  the  province  of  Maasichuaetta  Bay,  have  induced 
the  general  aisembly  of  this  colony,  now  sitting 
in  this  place,  to  sp point  acominiiiee  of  their  body 
to  wait  upon  your  excellency,  and  to  desire  me, 
in  tlieir  name,  to  write  to  you  relative  to  tbeae 
very  interesting;  matters. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  colony  are  intimately 
connected  wilh  the  people  of  your  province,  and 
etteem  ibemselves  bound,  by  the  sirongest  ties  of 
Friendstiip,  as  well  as  of  common  intereat,  to  regard 
wilh  attention,  whatever  concerns  ihem.  Vou  will 
not,  tliereforc,  be  surprised,  that  your  first  arrival 
■t  Boilon,  with  a  body  of  bis  Majesty's  troops,  for 
the  drclsred  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution 
certain  acts  of  parliament,  which,  in  their  appre- 
faeosian,    were    unconstitutional   and   oppressiTe, 


^Id  h.ve  given  the  good  peoplt^  ,^5.  ^„  J^^ 

prnce^dilf^r''  ^""''  ■'*™'  '''"'  '■'^eq.ienl 
other  military  ,;^y'"K  *'"  '""^  "^  ""'""-■^nJ 
apprehensions  for  th;T.V.^'"''' '""'"'''  '^'' 
brethren,  they  could  not  be^^tK?'"  ^""'^*  *"^ 
tor,  of  their  suffrring,,  in  that  whi'c?rf|  'P"''' 
ed  tbe  common  cause  of  this  counlryi  bin*5l'""" 


"■>. 


selvi 


itcret  inroads  of  »ome  of  tl 

your  command,  into  the  hesrt  of  the  c 

id  the  violences  they  have  cotnmitted,  have 
themalmoai  into  a  sUte  of  desperaij„n.  Thry 
tw  not  only  for  their  friends,  but  for  (hem- 
,  and  their  dearest  interests  and  conneciiMn 


"  e  "isn  not  to  eiaggeralej  we  are  not  sure  of  ev- 
ery  part  of  our  inf^rmition;  but,  by  the  beil  Intel- 
ligence  that  we  have  yet  been  able  to  obtain,  the 
late  iranaflction  was  a  most  unprovoked  attack  up. 
on  the  lives  and  property  of  his  majesty's  lobjeclsj 
>nd  it  is  represented  to  ui,  that  such  o<itr>ges  have 
been  commillcd,  as  would  disgrsce  even  barha. 
riins,  and  much  more  Britons,  so  highly  famed  fiir 
humanity,  as  well  as  bravery.  It  is  feared,  there, 
fore,  that  we  are  devoted  to  destruction,  and  that 
you  have  it  in  command  and  intention,  to  ravage 
and  desolate  the  country.  If  this  ii  not  the  case 
permit  us  to  ask,  why  have  these  ouiraces  br-en 
committed'  Why  is  the  town  of  Roslon  notv  ahul 
"pf  And  to  what  end  are  all  the  hostile  prepara- 
tions that  are  daily  making,  and  why  do  we  cnnti. 
nuatty  hear  of  freah  destination  of  troops  for  hi* 
country?  The  people  oflliia  colony,  you  may  rely 
upon  it,  abhor  the  idea  of  Inking  arms  sgainsi  the 
troops  of  their  aoveriegn,  and  dread  notliing  so 
much  as  the  horrors  of  civil  war;  but,  at  the  same 
lime,  we  hcg  leave  to  Msure  your  excellency,  that 
as  they  apprehend  tberoselvas  justified  by  the  prin. 
-■plea  of  self  defence,  so  they  are  most  firmly  re- 
solved  to  defi:nd  Iheir  rights  and  privileges  to  Uie 
last  eitremityi  nor  will  they  be  restrained  from 
giving  aid  to  their  brethren,  if  any  unjustifiable  at- 
tack ia  made  upon  them.  Be  so  good,  thereforp. 
as  to  eipliin  yoarsetf  upon  this  most  important 
subject,  11  far  as  is  consiMent  with  your  duiy  to 
our  common  sovereign.  Is  there  no  way  lo  pre- 
vent this  unhappy  dispute  from  coming  lo  eitre- 
miliei?  Is  there  no  alternative  but  aosolule  sub. 
mission,  or  the  desolations  of  war?  By  ihil  liu-  , 
minity  which  conslilulea  so  aiiiiible  a  pi.rt  of  your 
character^  for  the  honor  of  our  sovereign,  and  by 
tlie  glory  of  the  British  empire,  we  cnireit  jou  to 
preventit,  if  it  be  possible;  aurely,  it  ia  lobe  hoped 
that  tbe  temperate  wisdom  of  the  empire  mighl, 
«ven  yet,  find  cipedieaU  lo  restore  peace,  that  to 
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11  M  o^""*  empire  in«y  «njoy  their  P*""''^!*' 
;  7;.onor,.,«d  immoni,!,.:  C.^tBjj,lft,a  will 
%.nt  moM  dtvn«,ly  w  be  w»h^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^ 
.rnot  be  con,i,t.nl  »ith  yo^^  ^^^  ^_,^^,,^  ^,  ^„ 
operation  of  *"  °"„j;„f  .^^  ,i<opl..«le«..tm 


e  rurtlier  delibeV.ti 


tbeie  Btep»,  such  were  the  open  tbreiia,  •nd  »idi 
the  w«rlilie  prepuriiioni  throiighraut  this  prnrinie, 
u  rendered  it  my  indispfniible  duty  to  t«V.e  ererj 
precmtion  in  my  power,  for  the  protection  ofhii 
nnjeaty'i  (roopi  under  my  cammBnd,  ■g^init  til 
hostile  ittempu.  The  inKlligence  you  seem  to 
hs*e  received,  relstive  lo  the  lue  eicnnicn  of  ■ 
body  of  Iroopi  into  the  coiintry,  is  iltogeiher  inju- 
ind  contr.ty  to  the  true  «l»te  of  fsciij  the 
troops  dTselsim,  with  indi(;iMtion,  the  bsrhanra* 
outrsges  of  which  they  »re  ■ccuse'i,  so  conirsry  lo 
their  known  huminity.  I  hsTf  nken  the  i^eslrst 
piinsto  discover  ifsny  were  comniitled,  »nd  hire 
found  eismples  of  their  tenderness,  both  lo  ibe 
young  snd  the  old,  but  no  vwii^  of  erncllj  or 
h»rb»rily:  It  is  »erj  poBsiblr,  lh»t  in  firing  inio 
houses,  from  whence  tliey  were  fired  upon,  Ihst  old 
people,  woin^n,  or  children,  miy  bare  su&ereij,  hut 
if  sny  such  thing  fass  bsppened,  it  wts  in  their  de- 
fence, and  undesigned.     1   hive  no  command  to 


"'"  '^''^he  impon»nce  of  the  cccsaion  will,  we 
^b't  not,  ».iffioi*ntly  spologije  for  the  esmrst- 
'  iic»>  wilh  which  we  .ddress  you,  and  sny  seeming 
impropriety  which  may  attend  it,  sa  well  as  induct 
you  lo  give  u»  the  most  esplicil  ind  favorable  sn- 
•wer  in  yo>"'  po**'"- 

I  aiD,  with  great  esteem  snd  reapect,  in  behalf 
•f  the  general  aaaembly,  sir,  &c. 

(Signed)        JONATHAN  THUMBULL. 
Hii  excelltney,  Taonii  Gioi,  e?q. 

d   lAe  fortga- 

UosTOH,  May  3,  1775. 
Sii:— I  im  to  icknowUdge  the  receipt  of  your,  rivaj^e  and  de*oli 
letter  of  the  2aih  of  April  last,  In  behalf  of  the]  intention,  I  bare  had  pretence  lo  beein  it  upon  the 
general  assembly  of  your  colony,  relative  to  the  Lg,  ports,  who  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  fleet.  For 
alarming  situation  of  public  aflairs  inlhiscounfVy,|y(,„r  better  infermalion,  I  inclose  you  a  mrratire 
and  the  late  iransaciioni  in  ibis  province:  that  thisjof  tbat  affair,  taken  from  gentlemen  of  inilfapotv 
aitUation  is  greatly  alarming,  and  that  these  trans- 1  ^le  booor  and  tericily,  vbo  were  eye  wimessc*  of 
■ctiona  are  truly  unfortunate,  are  truths  to  be  re-l^|  tlie  transactions  of  that  day.  The  leaders  here 
net  led  by  every  friend  to  America,  «nd  by  every  l^ave  taken  pains  to  prevent  any  account  of  ibU«£ 
well-wisher  for  the  peace,  proiperity,  and  bappl-  feif  gelling  abroad,  hiiTsueh  as  Ihej  Live  tbought 
ness  of  this  province.  The  intimate  connection,  pr(,p„  to  publish  tbfmsslve!;  and  to  that  end,  tbe 
and  strung  liei  of  fiiendship  between  the  inbabi-  post  [i,g  been  stopped,  the  r-iijls  broke  open,  snd 
(ants  of  your  colony,  and  the  deluded  people  of,  if  tiers  taken  out;  and,  by  these  means,  the  moat 
this  province,  cannot  ful  of  induring  thefiirmerlo  injurious  and  Intlimmatory  accounts  have  been 
interpose  their  good  offices,  to  convince  the  latl"  ,pfgg^  throughout  the  continent,  which  has  lerved 
«f  the  impropriety  of  their  p:isl  coi^diicl,  aud  to' to  deceive  and  inflame  lb*  miiids  of  tJie  people. 
perauadr  them  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  and' 

toseekredces»ofanyBuppoaedgrievancCB,inlho»er  When  the  resolves  of  tie  piovjncial  congren 
decent  and  constitutional  methods  in  which  alontl  breathed  nothing  but  witr,  when  thoss  two  great 
they  can  hope  to  be  sucressful.  and  essential  pterogalivea  of  the  ting,  the  levyinj 

{of  troops,   and  diiposing  uf  the  public   monies, 
That  troops  should  be  employed  fnr  the  pnTT»*' ,  ^^^^^  ^^^^,^j  ^^^^  ^.^,  ^^^  ^.,^^^  „.g„i„„  ,,« 
cf  protectiog  the  magiUrales  in  the  executiun  of|  ^^^.^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^^,^  ^^  ^^^^  ^A^^^,,  to  the 
their  duty,  when  opposed  with  violence,  .a  not  a  ^„„^,i,^^ti^„_  f„  ^j,^  j„,.„,i  p^^^.^  ^f  ^      . 
new  thing  in  the  English,  or  any  other  govemment: 


thil  any  acts  of  Ihe  Briliih  parliam 
atimtional  or  opprei-Bive,  I  am  not  lo  suppose;  if 
any  such  there  ai^,  in  tlie  apprehension  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  province,  it  had  been  happy  for  them  if 
they  hud  sought  relief,  only  in  the  way  whieb  the 
constitution,  their  reason,  and  their  iolercBl,point- 

You  cannot  wonder  at  my  fortifyin);  the  town  of 
■os'toD,  or  m»kiug  any  other  military 


igainst  the  king,  ynu  must  acknowledge,  it  vn 
my  duty,  as  it  was  the  dictate  of  humanity,  to  pre- 
vent, if  possible,  the  calamities  of  civil  war,  by 
destroying  such  maguitines.  Thip,  and  this  alon^ 
I  attempted-  You  ask,  why  is  the  town  of  Boaloa 
row  ihut  np?  I  can  only  refer  jou,  fqr  an  answer, 
to  those  bodies  of  arraid  men,  who  now  surround 
the  town,  and  prevent  all  access  to  it-  The  boa- 
tile  preparations  you  mention,  are  such  as  the  con- 
dtict  of  Ihe  people  of  this  province  has  rendered 
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it  prudent  to  make,  for  the  defence  of  thoie  undei 
tay  coiDinand. 

Vou  uiure  we.  the  people  of  you  colony  «bho 
the  idea  of  taking  ariu  igtjnat  the  troopi  of  ttiei 
■overeignj  I  «i*h  the  people  of  thii  province,  fo 
their  own  Mket,  could  make  the  line  dcclaratioi; 
You  enquire,  i»  there  no  :w»y  to  prevent  this  un 
happ]'  dispute  Iroai  cominff  to  extremities?  K  ther 
DO  alternative  but  abiolute  subntiaeiaii,  or  the  il( 
•oitiion*  of  w*r?  I  an*wtr,  I  hope  there  it;  the  king 
and  parliamcDt  aeera  to  hold  out  terma  of  lecon 
«iliation,  consistent  with  the  honor  and  inierest  n: 
Great  Uritiin,  and  the  rights  md  privilege*  of  ilii 
CoIonie«(  they  have  inutually  declared  their  reudi 
nes*  to  attend  to  any  real  grievances  of  tliC  colu 
-niei.  4nd  to  ffford  ibem  every  Just  and  reasonabli 
indulftence,  which  ibtU,  in  a  dutiful  and  Cunilitu 
tioDal  manner,  be  Liiil  before  themj  and  his  Majei 
ty  adds,  it  is  his  ardent  wish  tliat  thia  dispop<iiioi 
nay  have  ■  happy  elfect  on  the  temper  and  cundiic 
«f  bu  subjects  in  America:  1  must  add  liktvi/jc? 
lliereiolutiooof  the27'thorFebniary,  on  tbegrsni 
dispute  of  taxation  and  revenue,  leaving  it  to  tbi 
colonies  to  tss  tbemielvea,  under  certain  cundi 
tioiiii  here  is  surely  a  foundation  for  an  accomtno- 
dation,  to  people  wbo  wish  a  reoonciUation,  rather 
.  than  a  destructive  war,  between  countries  wo  nearly 
connected,  by  the  ties  of  blood  and  interest;  but  1 
fear,  that  the  leaders  of  this  province  bare  been, 
and  still  are,  intent  only  on  shedding  blood. 

Ian  much  obliged,  by  your  hvorable  sentiments, 
W  my  personal  character,  and  aiaure  you,  aa  it  ha» 
.  -"keen  my  constant  wish  and  endeavor  hitherto,  eo  I 
«hall  continue  to  etert  my  utmost  etforti  to  prn- 
tect  all  hie  majesty's  liege  subjects  under  ciiy  care, 
in  their  persons  and  property.  You  ask,  whether 
at  will  not  he  consistent  with  my  duty,  to  suspend 
the  operations  of  war,  on  ray  partP  1  have 
menced  do  operations  of  war  bui  defensive;  sucb 
^a  cannot  wish  me  to  auapend,  while  I 
rounded  by  an  armed  country,  wbo  have  already 
begun,  and  Lbrcaten  farlber  to  prosecute  an  oJI'en 
sive  war,  and  are  now  violently  depriving  mr,  tlit 
king's  troops,  and  many  other  of  the  king's  auti 
jccta,  under  my  immediate  protection,  ol  all  ihi 
conveniences  and  necessarie*  of  life,  with  whici 
the  country  sbnundsi  but  it  must  quiet  the  mind 
of  allreMonable  peuple,  when  I  assure  you  lliat 
have  M9  dispoaiiton  to  injure  aud  molest  qiiiei  ani 
peaceable  subject!)  but  on  the  contrary,  slibll  a 
teem  it  my  greatest  happiness  to  defend  and  prt; 
tect  them  against  every  species  of  viulence  am 
appres*ion.~l  am,  air,  &c. 


(Signed) 


LtUerJrtn  the  CMmtt'ee  ^  JVew  I'"'*.  '•  '*«  '•'■'' 
nwysr,  aUemtit,  and  esmnsn  ctmtil  •/  Lwdea, 
laid  before  the  etun  efetmman  funeU  by  the  aiajw, 
m  Oe  23rd  tJJuni.  1775. 

ComiTtaK  CaiKaaa,  7 

Ntw.yoBC,  Mas  5. 1775.  > 
Jfj  fsnTonif fiM&nm— Diitingaiahed  aa  you  are, 
by  your  noble  exertions  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  and 
deeply  interested  in  the  expiring  commerce  of  the 
empire,  you  neceasarily  command  the  most  re- 
spectful attention.  The  general  committee  of  ai- 
:>ciaiion,  for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  beg' 
:BVt,  therefiffe,  to  addreii  you,  and  the  capital 
f  the  British  empire,  through  iti  maglstratei,  on 
l>e  subject  of  American  wrongs.  Born  to  the 
bright  inheritanee  of  Et)glish  freedom,  the  Infaabi- 
anis  of  this  extensive  continent,  can  never  submit 
D  the  ignominious  yoke,  nor  move  in  the  gallutg 
letters  of  ilaverr.  The  disposal  of  their  own  pro- 
;)erty,  with  perfect  spontaniely,  and  in  a  mannct 
wholly  divested  of  every  appearance  of  constraint, 
is  their  indefeasible  birthright.  This  exalted  blei- 
ling,  they  are  resolutely  determined  to  defend  with 
ibeir  blood,  and  transfer  it,  uncontaminated,  to 
tlietr  potteri^. 

You  will  not,  then,  wonderat  their  early  jeahmy 
of  the  design,  to  erect  in  this  land  of  liberty,  a  des- 
potism scarcely  to  be  parallelled  in  the  page*  of 
intiquity,  or  the  volumes  of  modetn  timet;  a  des- 
potism, constating  in  power,  assumed  by  the  repre- 
.eotative*  of  a  part  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  at 
their  sovereign  will  and  pleasure,  to  atrip  the  rest 
if  their  property)— and  what  are  the  engines  of 
iidminiatralion  to  execute  this  destructive  project) 
The  duty  on  ICS)  oppressive  realraints  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  colonieai  the  blockade  of  the  port  of 
Boston)  the  change  of  internal  police  in  the  Mas- 
stchuseiti,  and  Quebec,  the  eCiablishmentof  pope- 
ry  in  the  latter;  the  citension  pf  its  bounds)  the 
ruin  of  our  Indian  commerce,  by  regulstiona  calcu- 
lated <o  aggrandize  thw  arbitrary  government;  un- 
constitutional admiralty  juriidiction  throughout 
the  colonies;  the  invasion  of  oitr  right  to  a  trial,  ia 
die  moat  capital  cases,  by  a  jury  of  the  vicinage; 
the  horrid  contrivance  to  screen  from  punishment 
die  hloody  executioners  of  ninisteri^  vengeance; 
and  not  to  mention  the  rest  of  the  black  catalague 
of  our  grievances,  the  hostile  operations  of  an  ar- 
my, who  have  already  shed  the  blood  of  our  coun- 
.rymen.  The  struggles  excited  by  the  detestable 
itiiop  act,  have  so  lately  demonstrated  to  the  world, 
that  Americans  will  not  be  sUves)  that  we  stand 
astonished  at  the  gross  impolicy  of  the  minister.— 


THOMAS  GAUE.    'Accent  espetienee  had  avinced,  that  ihe  possessoTi 
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czUfitiTe  continmt  vottid  Dtvtr  mImuI  to 
a  tAs,  by  pratest  of  legvUtbt  MllMiritf  m  BntMDi 
.diiv^riM,thcNfoN^bMaBetliecqpodicnt.  Inpur- 
ftoit  of  ibc  MflM.ciid,  pacliMBcal  declared  Ihdr  «b« 
•olttte  tuprMM^f  in  attoBpluif  to  nis«  a  refeooc^ 
'  aiider  tbe  tpedoot  pretence  of  prondio^  for  their 
good  yovemment  and  delcnce.  AdaimBtratioOj 
to  exhibit  a  decree  of  moderatioo.  purely  oeteon« 
ble  and  deluaory,  while  they  withdrew  their  haoda 
froa  our  moat  neceaaary  articlea  of  iaportatiooy 
determined  with  an  eager  graap  to  hold  the  duty 
on  tea,  aa  a  liadge  of  their  taxati?e  power.  Zea- 
loua  on  our  part,  for  an  indiaaoluhle  uaion  with  the 
parent  atate,  atudioua  to  prooMte  the  glory  and 
happmeaa  of  the  empire,  impreaaed  with  a  juat 
aeaae  of  the  neceaaity  ofv  oontroiliog  authority  to 
regulate  and  harmonixe  the  diacordant  commercial 
intere»u  of  ila  varioua  partas  we  cheerfully  aubmit 
to  a  regulation  of  commerce,  by  the  legiilature  of 
a  parent  atate,  excluding,  in  ita  nature,  every  idea 
•f  taxalioik 

Whither,  therefore,  the  prettnt  machinations  of 
arbiirary  power  infallibly  tend,  you  may  eaaily 
judges  if  unremittedly  puraued,  aa  they  ware  inhu- 
manly deriaed,  they  will,  by  a  fiital  neceaaity,  ter- 
minate in  a  total  diaaolution  of  the  empire. 

The  aubjecta  of  thia  oountry  will  not,  wa  tmat, 
.  h%  deoaifad  by  any  meaaurea  oonciliatory  in  ap- 
pearance, while  it  ia  evident  that  the  minister  aima 
at  a  aordid  revenue,  to  be  ridied  by  grievous  and 
oppressive  acu  of  parliameDt,  and  by  fleeia  and 
armies  employed  to  enforce  the  execution.  They 
never  will,  we  believe,  submit  to  an  auction  on  the 
colonies,  lor  the  more  efi'eciual  augmentation  of 
tbe  revenue,  by  holding  it  up  as  a  lemptavion  to 
them,  that  the  highest  bidder  shall  enjoy  tbe  great- 
est share  of  government  favor.  This  plan,  aa  it 
would  tend  to  sow  the  seeds  of  diicord,  would  be 
£ir  more  dangerous  than  hostile  force,  in  which  we 
hope  the  king's  troops  will  ever  be,  aa  they  have 
already  been,  unsuccessful.  Instead  of  those  unu- 
aual,  exiraordinar}',  and  unconstitutional  modes  of 
procuring  levies  from  the  subjects,  should  his  Ma- 
jesty graciously  be  pleased,  upon  suiuble  emergen- 
cies, to  make  requisitiona  in  ancient  form,  the  co- 
lonies huve  expressed  their  willingness  to  contri- 
bute to  the  support  of  tbe  empire— but  to  contri 
buie  of  their  voluntary  gift,  aa  E^lisbmens  and 
when  our  unexampled  grievances  are  redressed, 
our  prince  will  find  his  American  subjec^a  tesufy- 
ing,  on  all  proper  occasions,  by  as  ample  aids  as 
their  circumstances  will  permit,  the  most  luishak- 
ea  fidelity  to  their  sovereign,  and  inviolable  attach- 


sent  to  the  wel&rc  of  hia  Tcalm  and 
Permit  oa  ftirther  to  aaava  yoa,  that 
grown  BO  Muble,  by  opproaekMW  that  tho  iwi 
ahoek,  ki  any  part,  ia  by  tkc  WMt  povcrlkl  «1 
aympathetk  affbction,inBlaB£uMowly  Mt  tkm^ 
the  whole  eontkient.  That  Foonaylwaiik^  ll«y. 
land,  end  NewTork,  hata  already  atoppcd thck 
axporu  to  the  Aahing  ialandi,  and  tkoaa  edaahi^ 
whidi  at  this  dangcrona  jonetinra^  kave  reAmedta 
unite  with  their  brethren  ki  the 
imd  all  auppUea  to  the  anvy  and  armgp  at 
and  that  peobably  the  day  b  at  hand, 

cootkiental  congrau  will  totally  ahat  op  our  p«lL 
The  minions  of  power  kere^  MMty  aav  infam  id* 
dniatiation,  if  they  can  ever  apeak  tko  laifn^ 
of  truth,  that  thia  city  b  aa  ana  nan  in  tka  chh 
of  liberty;  that  to  thia  end,  ew  inkakitmita  are  d* 
moat  unaniaooaly  boond  by  the  inrlnned 
tkm;  thai  it  la  contmually  advanokif  tn 
by  additionalaQbecnpiionet  that  tke^ nra 
ly  bent  on  mipporting  their 
tended  provkicial  and  continental 
there  Is  aat  the  least  donht  of  tba  aiioaciy  of  tbiir 
example  hi  the  other  cdenlea:  Inakot^tkatwhis 
the  whale  continent  are  ardently  njiking  fcif  n 
on  auoh  terms  aa  can  be  aooedad  to  hj  l^lkb- 
men,  tbqr  are  mdefrtigtbia  ki  piiipBii%  Ibr  ikt 
laat  appeal.  ThalaHchara  tka  laaffu^MdcM- 
duct  of  car  fellow  dtisens,  will  ke  fkttkv  and* 
ftated  by  a  representation  of  the  lieutanmit  gov«w 
nor  and  council  of  the  1st  mst«  to  geneial  Gsgc^ 
at  Boston,  and  to  hia  Majesty'a  aiaiaters  by  tbe 
packet.  Aasure  youraelvea,  my  lord  and  gentle- 
men, that  we  apeak  the  real  aentimcnta  of  the  coo- 
federated  colonies  on  the  continent,  from  Nova  Sco- 
tia to  Cseorgia,  when  we  declare^  that  all  the  hsr- 
rora  of  a  civil  war,  will  never  compel  America  te 
aubmit  to  taxation,  by  authority  of  pariiaaMnL 

A  sincere  regard  to  tbe  public  wca),  and  the 
cause  of  humanity;  in  hearty  deaire  to  spwe  tbe 
further  efi'usion  of  human  blood;  our  loyalty  te 
our  prmce,  and  the  love  we  bear  to  all  our  fellev 
subjects  in  his  majesty's  realm  and  domiaioas;  i 
full  conviction  of  tbe  warmeat  attaehaent  ia  the 
capital  of  the  empire,  to  the  oauae  of  juat  ice  and 
liberty,  have  induced  us  to  addrcae  yua  oa  this 
momentous  subject,  confident  that  the  aame  cegent 
motives  will  induce  the  most  vigorona  ezcrticnf 
of  the  city  of  London  to  restore  union,  motiil 
confidence,  and  peace  to  tbe  whole  empire. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord  and  geatk- 
men,  your  most  obedient  and  aflectionatc  felloT< 
subjects,  and  btunble  servanta, 

ISAAC  LOW,  Cbai] 
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John  Jay,  Frederick  Lewis,  John  Altop,  Philip 
Vivingston,  James  Duane«  E.  Diiyckorch,  Williani 
Seton,  William  M'.  Ludlow,  Cornelius  Clopper, 
Abm.  Brinkerboff,  Henry  Kemseii,  Robert  lUy» 
Ever.  Bancker,  Joseph  Totten,  Abm.  P.  Lett,  David 
Buckman,  Isaac  Rooswelt,  Gtbriel  H.  Ludlow,  Wm. 
Walton,  Daniel  Pheniz,   Frederick  Jay,  Samuel 
Broome,  Jno.  De  Lancey,  Alezioder  M'Dougall,  Jn«. 
Reade,  Joseph  Bull«  George  Jane  way,  John  White, 
Gab.  W.  Ludlow,  John  Lasher,  Theoph,  Anthony, 
Thomas  Smith,  Richard  Yate*,  Oliver  Templeton, 
Jacobus  Van  Landby,  Jeremiah  Piatt,  Peter  S.  Cur- 
tenius,  Thos.  Randall,  Aug.  V.  Home,  Ab.  Duryee, 
Samuel  Yerplanck,   Rudolphus   Ritzeman,   John 
Morton,  Joseph  Uellett,  Robert  Benson,  Abraham 
Brasher,  Leonard   Lispenard,  Thomas  Marstor}', 
Nicholas  HciTman,  P.  V  B.  Livingston,  Lewis  Pin- 
tard,  John  Imlay,  Eleazer  Miller,  jun.  John  Broom, 
John  B.  Moore,  Nicholas  Uogert,  John  Anthony, 
Victor  Bicker,  William  Goforth,  Hercules  MuUl- 
gen,  Nich.  Roosevelt,  Com.  P.  Low,  Francis  Bas- 
set, James  Beckman,  Thomas  Ivers,  William  Den- 
ning, John  Berrien,  Banjamin  Helme,  William  W. 
Gilbert,  Dan.  Dunscomb,  John  Lamb,  Rich.  Sharp, 
John  MoHn  Scott,  Jacob   Vanvdorstis,   Comfort 
Sands,  Edward  Fleming,  Lancaster  Burling,  Benj. 
Kissauv,  Jacob  Lefferts,  Ant.  Van  Dane,  Abraham 
Walton,  Hamilton  Young,  Peter  Goelet,  Gerret 
Kiiettas,  Thomas  Buchanan,  James  De8brosses,jun. 
Petrus  Byvanck,  Laurence  Embren. 

To  the  right  honorable  the  lord  mayor»  the  al- 
derment  and  Gommon  council  of  the  city  of 
London. 

Naw  ToRK,  Jtiijf  3, 1775. 
The  following  address  of  the  provincial  congress 
of  the  colony  of  New  York,  wtts  presented  on  the 
26th  ult.  to  his  excellency  George  Washington, 
generalissimo  of  all  the  forces  in  the  confederated 
colonies  of  America. 

**Mgjf  it  pleate  y9wr  ^xcWJMcy.— At  a  time  when 
the  most  loyal  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  from  a 
rtfard  to^  the  laws  and  CQns\itution,  by  which  he 
sits  on  the  throne,  feel  themselves  reduced  to  the 
vnhappy  necessity  of  taking  up  arms  to  defend 
their  dearest  rights  and  privileges;  while  we  de- 
plore  the  calamities  of  this  divided  empire,  we  re- 
joice 1%  the  appointment  of  a  gentleman,  from 
whose  abilities  and  virtue,  we  are  taught  to  expect 
both  security  and  peace. 

''Confiding  in  you,  sir,  and  in  the  worthy  gene- 
rals immediately  under  your  command,  we  have 

the  most  flattering  hopes  of  success  in  the  glori- 

■  ■    ■  56. 


ous  struggle  for  American  liberty,  and  the  fullest 
assurances,  that  whenever  this  important  contest 
shall  be  decided,  by  that  fondest  wish  of  each 
American  soul,  an  accommodation  with  our  mother 
country,  you  will  cheerfully  resign  the  important 
deposit  committed  into  your  hands,  and  reassume 
the  character  of  our  worthiest  citizen. 
By  order, 

P.  V.  B.  LIVINGSTON,  Pret't. 

To  the  above  address,  his  excellency  returned  the 

following  answer: 
**GenUemen:^KX,  the  same  time  that  with  you 
I  deplore  the  unhappy  necessity  of  such  an  ap- 
pointment, as  that  with  which  I  am  now  honored,  I 
cannot  but  feel  sentiments  of  the  highest  grati« 
tude  for  this  affecting  instance  of  distinction  and 
regard. 

"May  your  warmest  wishes  be  realized  m  the 
success  of  America,  at  this  important  and  interest* 
ing  period;  and  be  assured*  that  every  exertion  of 
my  worthy  colleagues  and  myself,  will  be  equally 
extended  to  the  re-establishment  of  peace  and 
harmony,  between  the  mother  country  and  these 
colonies:  as  to  the  fatal  but  necessary  operations 
of  war,  when  we  assumed  the  soldier,  we  did  not 
lay  aside  the  citizen,  and  we  ahail  most  sincerely 
rejoice,  with  you,  in  that  happy  hour,  when  the 
establishment  of  American  liberty,  oa  the  most 
firm  and  solid  foundations,  shall  enable  us  to  re- 
turn to  our  private  stations,  in  the  bosom  of  a  free, 
peaceful,  and  happy  country. 

G.  WASHINGTON." 

To  the  honorable  the  delejaieo  elected  by  the  several 

eountieo  ami  dioirictt  -within  the govemja\ent  of^ew 

Torkf  in  colonial  eongreoo  convened. 
The  respectful  address  of  the  mechanics  in  union, 

for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  represented 

by  their  general  committee. 

Elected  deUgateo^Viith  doe  confidence  in  the 
declaration  which  you  lately  made  to  the  chairman 
of  our  general  committee,  that  you  are  at  all  times 
ready  and  willing  to  attend  to  every  request  of 
your  constituents,  or  any  part  of  t^m;  we,  the 
mechanics  in  union,  though  a  very  inconsiderable 
part  of  your  constituents,  beg  leave  to  represent, 
that  one  of  the  clauses  in  your  resolve,  respecting 
the  establiahment  of  a  new  form  of  government, 
is  erroneously  construed,  and  for  that  re;<8on  may 
serve  the  most  dangerous  purposes;  for  it  is  well 
known  how  mdefatigable  the  emissaries  of  the 
British  parliament  are  in  the  pursuit  of  every 
scheme  which  is  likely  to  bring  disgrace  ypon  our 
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rulers,  and  ruin  upon  ut  aII.    At  the  sartc  time  mitconstraction,  conceive  tTiat  wc  ouglit  to  vAm 


we  cheerfully  acknowltdge  that  the  genuine  spirit 


you  in  due  time,  that  it  has  «1armeJ  mmny  scatau 


of  liberty  which  animates  the  other  pirt  of  that  friends   to  the  genrral  cau^e  which  the   Unitri 
resolire,  did  not  permit  us  to  interpret  it  in  any  Colonies  are  def.*nd':ng  with  their  lirea  sod  fbrtuaa 
other  sense  than  that  which  is  the  most  obvious, 
and  likewise  the  most  fnvorahle  to  the  natural 
rights  of  man.    We  could  not,  we  never  can  be- 
lieve  you  intended  that  the  future  delegates,  or! 


that  its  inhabitants  at  large  should  not  exercise 
the  right  which  God  has  given  them,  in  common 

w 


As  the  general  opinion  of  your  uprightness  de* 
pcnds,  in  a  great  meMsure,  on  your  ezplanaticNi  of 
that  matters  and  it  being  self-evident   that  the 
political  happinesa  or  misery  of  the  people  under 
yourselves,  should  be  vetted  with  the  power  of,  ^.^^^  government,  must  be  deeply  affected  by  the 
framing  a  new  constitution  for  this  colony;  and  „^^^^^  ^,^j^  ^^  ^^  .^^p^  i„  conaeqaenee  of 

such  explanatioa,  we  trust  that  you  will  receive 
this  respectful  address  mith  indulgence,  and  that 
kith  all  men.  to  judge  whether  it  be  consistent . ^^^  ^^^  brethren  in  thia,  and  the  other  cohmiesia 
viih  their  interest  to  accept  or  reject  a  constilu-  ^  ^^^  ^.^^^  ^.jj  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  btliert,  that  it 
tion  framed  for  that  state  of  which  they  arc  »«»•  ;^„  dictated  by  the  purest  senUmenti  of  uncoofined 
hers.  This  is  the  birthright  of  every  man  to  what-  j  p^^pi^,^j,„j 
ever  state  he  may  belong.    There  he  is,  or  ought- 

to  be  by  inadmissible  right,  a  coUegislator  with  aU      The  resolve  which  contains  the  obnozioas  cUaie 
the  other  members  of  that  community.  already  mentioned,  ia,  together  with  the  introdnc 

tion  to  it,  in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 

Conscious  of  our  own  waht  of  abilities,  we  are,  ,     .      .  .  .... 

i.on5ciou»  ui  urn  .  J.  .  J    ,  .       »      "Aiid  whereas  doubts  have  arisen,  whether  this 

alas!  but  too  sensible  that  every  individual  is  not  .        •  j     -.i        m  •     *  ^ 

■  ..«..*.  .•*     I  congress  arc  mvested  wiili  sumcient  oower  sad 

ciualificd  for  assisting  m  the  framing  of  a  conslitu.!     ^,     .      ^      ,  ...       .  ,    .  .    *^  ^ 

*i""  *  6  o  . .  .  ^.    'authority  to  deliberate  and  determme  on  soia- 

tioii-  but.  that  share  of  common  sense  which  tncj  '  .  . 

uon.  DUX,  v»«v  portant  a  subject  as  the  necessity  of  erecUng  aad 

constituting  a  new  form  of  governmeDt  and  interaal 
police,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  foreign  junsdicUon, 


Almighty  has  bountifully  distributed  amongst  man 
kind  in  general,  is  sufiicicnt  to  quicken  every  one's 

fcclincr.  and  enable  him  to  judge  rightly  what   ,      .  .  ,        ,    ,      .    .  a  j      u 

n.«:»«"b»  ■  ,     ,         .  I     •    I-1..I   .'doromion  and  control  whatever.     And  whcreu  it 

decree  of  safety,  aitd  what  advanuges  he  IS  likely,  r    •  u.       i  i    .     *i'  •       *  .u- 

uc)^rc:c  v>         •"      .     ,    ^       ,      **  ....      apperUins  of  rightj  solely  to  the  people  of  ths 

to  ciiiov  or  be  deprived  of,  under  any  constitution!  »^f  .       .^        .^    ,     .        \^      , 

10  cnjo),  or  oc  uc|  ,  j  colony  to  determine  the  said  doubts.    Thereforfr 

proposed  to  him.  For  this  reason,  should  a  pre- 
posterous confidence  in  the  abilities  and  integrity  ujie^^u^d,  Thtt  it  be  recommended  to  the 
of  cur  future  delegates,  delude  us  into  measures,  ^,^^^^^g  .^  ^^^  ststrzX  counties  in  thU  colony,  by 
which  might  imply  a  renunciation  of  onr  in«l»ena.,  ^j^^^j^^  j^  ^^^  manner  and  form  prescribed  for 
ble  right  to  ratify  our  Uws,  we  believe  that  yourj^jj^  election  of  the  present  congress,  either  to 
wisdom,  your  patriotism,  your  own  interest,  nay,;  ^^^j^^^.^^^^  ^j^  addition  to  the  powers  vested  in 
yourimbition  itself,  would  urge  you  to  exert  all!  ^j^^^  congress)  their  present  deputies,  or  others 
the  powers  ^f  persuasion  you  possess,  and  try  every  I  j^  the  stead  of  their  present  deputies,  or  either 
method  which,  in  your  opinion,  could  deter  us  from  I  ^^^j^g^j^  ^^  take  into  consideration  the  necessity 
perpetrating  thut  impious  and  frantic  act  of  self.  I  ^^ ^  propriety  of  instituting  such  new  government 
destruction;  for,  as  it  would  precipiUte  us  into  J»|  .g  }„  ^^^  by  the  said  resolution  of  the  contmental 
aUte  of  absolute  slavery,  the  lawful  power  which,  congress  is  described  and  recommended:    And  if 


till  now,  you  have  received  from  your  consiiiu- 
cnU,  to  be  exercised  over  a  free  people,  would  be 
annihilated  by  that  unnatural  act.    It  might  proba 


the  rosjority  of  the  counties,  by  their  deputies  in 
provincial  congress,  shall  be  of  opinion  that  such 
new  government  ought  to  be  instituted  and  estab- 


bly  accelerate  our  political  death;  but  it  must  im-;  y.^\^^^.^  ^iien  to  institute  and  esublish  such  a  go- 
mediately  cause  your  own.  j  vernment  as  they  shall  deem  best  calculated  to 


.,  The  continued  silence  of  the  bodies  which  are.i 


secure  the  rights,  liberties,  and  happiness,  of  the 


.,  The  continued  silence  01  lue  DOQics  wuicii  arc,  ^i      r,|.       i  j*  ..        .    *. 

. ,  1  ne  cuiiviim«:%*  L      ,      .    !  good  people  of  this  colony,  and  to  continue  m  force 

bv  election,  vested  with  an  authority  subordinate  j°  -.w  ...«,-.    „       a 

oy  eiccuuii,  ircD^iiv.  ...  !  until  a  future  peace  with  Great  Britain  shall  render 

to  Uiat  of  your  house,  would  strike  us  v.iih  amaze-  nnn..r.*«,rt, »» 


to  tliat  ofyour 
mcnt,  should  we  suppose  that,  in  their  presence, 
your  resolve  ever  was  interpreted  in  a  sense  that 
was   not   favorable  to  the  free  exercise   of  our 


the  same  unnecessary.' 

Wc  cannot  forbear  expressing  our  astonishment 
at  the  existence  of  the  doubts  alluded  to  in  the  in- 


inalienable  righu.    But  we,  who  daily  converse  j  iroduction  just  quoted.    But  when  in  compassioQ 
with  numbers  who  have  been  deceived  by  such  Wo  those  wesk  minds  which  gave  them  birth,  ywi 
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condescended  to  declare,  that  ^t  appertaint  solely 
to  the  people  of  thif  colony  to  determine  the  said 
^doubts;'  you  have  In  the  spirit  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  general  congress,  demonstrated 
to  your  constituents,  that  you  will  on  all  occasions 
wsm  them  to  destroy  in  its  embryo,  every  scheme 
that  you  may  discover  to  have  the  lesst  tendency 
towards  promoting  the  selfish  views  of  any  foreign 
or  domestic  oligarchy.  Your  enemies  never  can 
persuade  people  of  reflection,  that  you  fully  in- 
stnicted  the  most  ignofant  among  us  by  such  a 
positive  decbration  of  our  rights,  for  the  purpose 
of  surreptitiously  obtaining  our  renunciation  of 
them.  Human  nature,  depraved  as  it  is,  has  not 
yet,  and  we  hope  never  will  be  guilty  of  so  much 
bypocrisy  and  treachery. 

We  observe  on  the  contrary,  that  your  resolve 
is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  liberal  principle 
on  which  it  is  introduced)  for  after  having  set  forth 
vhat  relates  to  the  election  of  deputies,  you  recom- 
mend to  the  electors.  If  the  majority  of  the  coun- 
tief  shall  be  of  opinion  that  such  new  government 
ought  to  be  instituted,  then  to  institute  and  estab. 
lish  such  a  government.' 

Posterity  will  behold  that  resolve  as  the  test  of 
their  rectitude.  It  will  prove  that  you  have  fttlly 
restored  to  us  the  exercise  of  our  right,  finally  to 
determine  on  the  laws  by  which  this  colony  is  to 
l>e  governed;  a  right  of  which,  by  the  injustice  of 
the  British  government,  we  have  till  now  been 
deprived.  But  a  forced  and  most  unnatural  miscon- 
struction, which  is  artfully  put  upon  your  resolve, 
has  deceived  many,  who  really  believe  that  we 
will  not  be  allowed  to  approve  or  reject  the  new 
constitution;  they  are  terrified  at  the  consequences, 
mlthougb  a  sincere  zeal  for  the  general  cause  inspire 
them  to  suppress  their  remonstrances,  lest  the  com- 
^  noQ  enemy  should  avail  himself  of  that  cireum 
stance,  to  undermine  your  authwiiy. 


claim  our  insanity,  and  for  that  reason,  be  void 
of  themselvet;  we  beg  leave,  as  a  part  of  your 
constituents,  to  tender  you  that  tribute  of  esteem 
and  respect,  to  which  you  are  justly  entitledi  for 
your  zeal  in  so  nobly  asserting  the  rights  wl^ich 
the  people  at  large  have  to  legislation;  and  in  pro- 
moting their  free  exercise  of  those  rights. 

Vou  have  most  religiously  followed  the  lines 
drawn  by  the  general  congress  of  the  United 
Colonies.  Their  Isws,  issued  in  the  stile  of  re- 
commendations, leave  inviolate,  in  the  conventions, 
the  committees,  and  finally  the  people  at  Urge, 
the  right  of  rejection  or  ratification.  Hut  though 
it  be  decreed  by  that  august  body,  that  the  punibh- 
ments  of  death  shall,  in  some  cascb  *c  indicled, 
the  people  have  not  rejected  any  of  tlieir  laws, 
nor  even  remonstrated  against  them.  T!)e  reason 
of  such  general  submission,  is,  that  the  w!tolc  of 
their  proceedings  is  calculated  to  promote  tlie 
greatest  good  to  be  expected  from  the  circum- 
stances which  occasion  their  resolves,  and  scarcely 
admit  the  delays  attending  more  solemn^  forms. 
The  conduct  of  their  constituents  in  this  instance, 
clearly  shews,  what  sn  unbounded  confidence  vir'u- 
ous  rulers  may  place  in  the  sound  judgment, 
integrity,  and  moderation  of  a  free  people. 


Impressed  with  a  just  fear  of  the  consequences 
vhich  result  from  that  error,  we  conceive  it  would 
be  criminal  in  us  to  continue  silent  any  longer;  and 
therefore  we  beseech  you  to  remove  by  a  full  and 

timely  explication,  the  groundless  jealousies  which 
arise  from  a  misconception  of  your  patriotic  resolve. 

As  to  us,  who  do  not  enterUin  the  least  doubt 
of  the  purity  of  your  intentions;  who  well  know, 
that  your  wisdom  could  not  suffer  you  to  aim  at 


obtaining  powers,  of  which  we  cannot  lawfull}   appear,  or  even  be  good  in  every  other  respect, 


divest  ourselves;  which,  if  repeatedly  declared  by 
ift,  to  have  been  freely  granted,  would  only  pro* 


Whatever  the  interested  supporters  of  oligarcliy 
may  assert  to  the  contrary,  there  is  not,  pcrhsp;^, 
one  man,  nor  any  set  of  men  upon  csrth,  who,  with- 
out the  special  inspiration  of  the  Almighty,  could 
frame  a  constitution,  which  in  all  its  parts,  would 
be  truly  unexceptionable,  by  the  majority  of  the 
people  for  whom  it  might  be  intended.  And  should 
God  bless  any  man,  or  any  set  men,  with  such 
eminent  gifts,  that  man,  or  those  men,  having  no 
separate  interest  to  support,  in  opposition  to  the 
general  good,  would  fairly  submit  the  work  to  tlie 
collective  judgment  of  all  the  individuals  who 
might  be  interested  in  its  operation.  These  it  is 
probable,  would  after  due  examination,  unanimouf>ly 
concur  in  establishing  that  constitution.  It  would 
become  their  own  joint  work,  as  soon  as  the  ma* 
jority  of  them  should  have  Treely  accepted  it;  and 
by  its  hkving  received  their  free  assent,  the  only 
characieristic  of  the  true  lawfulness  ipd  legality 
that  can  be  given  to  human  institutions,  it  would 
be  truly  binding  on  the  people.  Any  other  con- 
currence in  the  acts  of  Icj^islation  U  illuiory  aad 
tyritnnical;  it  y^rocceds  from  the  selfish  principles 
of  corrupt  oligarchy:  and  should  a  system  of  law^ 


which  is  scarcely  admissible,  yet  it  would  be  iin- 
p effect.    It  could  be  lawfully  binding  on  none  bat 


V<QLVnOH. 
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th«  I^MMMB  *HWrt»m  m±  apt  OOntinuC    ID  1  destroy  Qm 
ttrt«t«t<Bf  JiiiifteUwrtiBfc  JlifMelh*  hm  Usaaeulon, 
fa*l,MWHdaMHad«iB|a*«iMMtaettibU>h    oriiberijri  Mtthat  It  woaU  VhMriM 
«d  n  oligaNlua  pri—i^M,  Md  4tpriTc*  tbcm  of 
ttwi'lcpU^.    AtawfebtlWMMWlIhGrutBri- 
tA  hmd(  H  h  atUnt  thit  bar  p«4»ment  arc 
jrU  &r  fh«  battag bUwAU  aUa  to ov  obedience, 
Oat  Oq  han  It  aot  tft  tktt  of  thetr  own  oon- 
•titiuntai  Oatt  all  oar  IbrMr  Ifew*  hava  but  i  rela- 
tln  Icgalhj,  qad  that  aot  oM  af  tfaaa  U  lawfully 
Madiag  opon  Bt,  tiwogh  eves  mi»  ftr  the  uke  oF 
cuaiania  oanmUnej,  tha  operation  ofMost  of  thtta 
ba  md  M|ht  ta  ba  tolaratad,  Mfll  a  aev  t^item 
of  fovaniaaBt  lUI  bava  baai  ftcdy  nttSed  by 


-^ 


itba  eallagU(«n  p«*cr  af  tiM  people,  the  lote 
lawfcl  kiUatnn  oT  tUa  oalaar-  >*  «<"i>'l  be  ■ 
Mt  of  ^efpotioH  to  put  it  in  Ibna  by  any  othi 
»aaK,  whkh  God  avert!  Tlie  people  it  »  Uu 
migfat  ha  avad,  or  ofcalj  ftawd  ta  obajy,  bat  tbey 
wonld  aUor  tke  ^naar  asd  awarata  ju  author*. 
Thqp  vooU  Jtuttj  thi«k  that  thiy  m«  no  longer 
beaadtaHbaittbaadaipodMiooelaha  main 
ed  Iqr  tteaaewTiolMt  OTHtlblBcaNp  «bicb  would 
bare  produeed  ita  CTJitioe. 

'  Bat  dia  free  raUBnIlm  «f  Iba  people  will  not 
be~nBdent  to  rtader  the  citablUiwent  Uwful, 
nnlna  Aay  esereiae  b  Ita  folacaa  an  Kncontroled 
povar  to  al:«r  iha  ooaatltirtiM  la  tte  lante  man 
ner  that  It  ahall  bara  been  receWed.  This  pa«er 
necttiarily' involve*  that  irf^  every  diilrict, 
aionally  u  renew  their  deptiUea  to  committeei 
coDgreHca  when  the  majority  of  auch  district 
think  St)  and  therefbre,  wilbout  the  interve 
of  the  esccutivt,  or  any  other  power,  foreign  to 
the  body  of  tbe  reqieetive  electors,  that  right  ia 
ao  eaaenlial  to  our  lafety,  that  we  Gmly  believe 
jon  will  recoiaaend  to  all  your  eonatituenU  ii 
lately  to  exercise  it,  and  never  cufler  ill  I 
wretted  from  theaii  ovherwiie  the  aenaibility  af 
our  delegates  could  net  allow  them  to  ta]'  tint  tbe 
hold  their  offlces  ftoro  the  voluntary  choice  of 

.  free  people. 


we  will  aaBltaM  to  taatUy  aw  «Ml  li  aip> 

porting  tbe  aaawraa  adapted  if  tatfptmKM  mA 
fa  the  pnaaantba  oTAak  gHMidb* 

ject.thercEMntlMarbaiMiri|^fattaOaiM 

Coloniea.    And  if  i*  aor  AMm  Omm,  % 

of  the  bodiei  li  pow  gba  «a  n 

that  our  r 

will  endeavar  la  diaBharga  aar  dalj  wllb  pi 

which  n 

Signed  by  otdar  of  the  a 

HALCOUf  ITBCKl^cAakwr 
Macuaics-auXk  Aow  14k  U7& 

Ai  tBmKntit*  ^  lit  la^iewiatfaai  ^deaifM  V' 

ih«4  That  if  aaj  oTtha  wMa  afltoMfa 

niceoraia  ataU  ihdl,  dnrfag  Iba  ppaMl 

>n.  reaign  bb  BawbaiBa  after  bi«)«g^  i^. 

ceived  ardrra  to  proceed  tqwq  doty  froa  ^&  eaa* ' 

a  anpcrier  •■ear,  ^thoot  the  fm^ 

misiion  of  lUt  bM^  bt  abdl  aot  ttfut  nth  w . 

laible  difpatdi  toMMk  pbee  er  pltMl^kf  1* 

they  nay  be  ordared  ta  by  tha  eamaliaa  af 

i  Hate.  «r  by  Ue  aapcrke  aBos,  AM,-  ipbi 

prnorbefbreBgenenlooiiTtatwtU,'be  naJntJ 

incapable  of  holding  any  ■ilitaiT  eBplormnt  b- 

der  thii  state,  and  bit  naaac  held  Up  aa  a  dcaertai 

of  his  counlfy^  0M«c. 

ROBBBT  BBNSOir,  *r. 


We  likewise  aonceire  that  this  measure 
more  effcclually  and  more  speedily  than  any  other, 
lemovF  diiaftbted  persons  {i'on  all  our  cout 
and  give  our  public  proceeding*  a  much  greater 
veig'it  th.in  they  have  hitherto  obtained  amongst 
our  neighbors. 

We  never  did  as  a  body,  nor  never  will,  assume 
any  authority  whalaoevcr  in  the  public  transactions 
of  tbe  present  timet.  Comnon  aense  teaches  uf, 
Hut  the  abinrdity  of  the  obia  votiU  net  oaly 


caKTsnnoa. 
SatuTdag,  March  SS,  177S^-B<aaIvcd,  aa  the  api- 
an of  tbia  coBTcatlon,  diat  ea  accotiat  of  Aasaa 
happy  disputea  between  GtMt  Britain  and  the  eo- 
loniei,  and  tihe  nnaettled  itttc  of  thb  coaniry,  the 
lawyers,  auitort,  and  wilneatet,  ought  not  to  attod 
the  protecution  or  derence  of  civil  anita  at  the 
iieit  general  court:  and  it  it  recommended  to  the 
eeveral  courta  of  justice,  not  t«  ptocecd  to  tba 
bearing  ordtterminatlan  oT  suita  on  th^dodicl^ 
except  attachmcols;  nor  to  gire  judgnnt,  hut  b 
(he  case  of  sheriflh,  or  other  colleetoraor  mottg 
or  tobacco  received  by  Ibem,  in  other  cases  wbcK 
such  judgment  ah»U  be  voloMarily  confeased,  er 
upon  such  amicable  proceedings  at  may  becoMt 
necessaiy  fbr  the  cettlenent,  diviaion,  or  diairfta- 
tion  of  eitstei:  and,  dnrii^  the  Mupawiwi  of  At 
adminiatraiioa  of  jtuUoe.  it  u  eameatly  iieo* 
aicBded  totheptopl^  ta  obaerre  a  peaceaMc  aid 
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vrdnh  brhiTiori  U  ill  crcdiinn  to  br  ■«  indul- 
Kcnt  to  tfaeir  debtort  m  nay  bn  uid  to  kll  ilehtnrR, 
topajM  &rutL«j  tre&bl«i  and  when  (IrfTcrcnci'i 
may  uite,  whictt  cannot  be  adjuited  between  the 
])acti«t,  that  they  refer  the  deehioa  tksreof  ta  ju- 
diaion*  Dei(bb(H*,  and  abide  by  tbnr  dettnnma' 


JUmdaf,  March  STi  1775.— Tbc  committre  *p- 
pdiated  ta  prepare  x  plan  for  tbe  cnwungrnient 
«r  trti  and  nuiofacturea,  reported  the  following 
reMlutioni,  which  being  lercralljr  read,  were  \ 
iBOuiJ;  agreed  lo: 

W/tfrta,,  U  hath  been  judged  neceHary,  for  the 
pre*er*aiinn  oF  the  jiiat  rights  and   libertii 
America,  firmly  to  uiociate  agaioit  imponi 
and,  KB  tbe  freedom,  happineaa,  and  prosperity  of 
a  atttr  greatly  depend  on  providing  within  iiielf, 
aiuppty  of  ■rticlea  neceaiary  for  lubaiatencc,  cloth 
ing,  and  defence;  and  wherew,  it  ia  judg-ed  rtaen. 
ti«l,  at  thia  critical  junclure,  to  tana  a  praper 
plan  for  ciaplaying  the  difTereot  iahabUanta  of  I 
colony,  prnviding  tor  the  pnor,  and  reaitaining 
franta  and  other  diaorderly  penoaa,  wbo  are  r 
auM*  to  every  loclely,  a  regard  (brour  count 
M  well  ai  comnon  prudence,  call  upon  us  to 
coorage  agriculture,  manuikciurcei  economy,  and 
tli<utnK>alinduatry)therc£Bre,tbU  convention  doth 
Maol*e  aa  followi; 

BcMlved  QDanimonaly— That  it  be  eameatly 
COMmeaded  to  tbe  different  magiatraUa,  vealri 
and  cburebwardeM,  thronghout  thia  colony,  thai 
tiiey  pay  a  proper  attention  and  atriet  regard  to 
the  aererml  acta  of  aaaembly,  made  for  the  rt>,\ 
of  vagranta,  and  the  better  employing  and  i 
takiittg  the  poor. 

Beaotved  nnanimouly— That  rrom  and  after  the 
fim  daji  of  Hay  next,  no  peraon  or  persons  what- 
ever, ought  to  uae,  in  bia  or  their  ftnilies,  unleii 
in  caie  of  neceulty,  and  on  no  account,  sell  to 
bnlchera,  or  kill  for  market,  any  sheep  under  four 
jeart  otcTj  and  where  there  ia  a  nreettit^  far  using 
any  matton,  in  bia,  her,  or  Ibelr  hmili«s,  it  is  n 
eaanended  to  mi)  auch  only  as  are  least  profit; 
ble  to  be  kept. 

Betolved  unanimouily— That  the  settioj;  up  an 
promoting  woollen,  cotton,  and  linen  manuficlurc: 
ought  to  be  encouraged  in  as  maof  dJH'erer 
branchea  *i  poiiible,  especially  coating,  flinne 
blankets,  rugs,  or  corcrlidi,  hosiery,  and  coan 
clotha,  both  broad  and  narrow. 

ReaoWed  unanimoualy— That  all  peraoni,  having 
proper  laads  far  tkc  purpoie,  ought  to  culUrate 


md  raiae  a  quantity  of  flu,  hemp,  and  sotton,  luf. 
Gcient  noteoly  fbrthe  nseof  bia  or  her  own  fiimily, 
but  also  to  spare  to  other*  on  moderate  terms. 

Hcfdved  antnimoasly— As  salt  is  a  daily  and  in- 
dicpensihle  oeeessary  of  life,  and  ths  making  of  k 
■mongtt  ourselves,  nu*I  be  deemed  a  valuable  ic- 
quisition,  it  ii  therefore  leeommended,  that  ihe 
iiiiDOit  endcavora  be  used  ta  eatabKtb  aatt  worka, 
■sd  that  proper  encour^emeot  be  given  to  Mr. 
Jimcs  Tai^  who  hath  made  propotils,  and  offered- 
r  scliene  to  the  public,  for  m  deairable  a  purpoaa. 

Resolved  unanimously — Tbat  saltpetre  and  sul- 
phur, being  article*  of  great  and  necesaary  u*v 
Ihe  making,  collecting,  and  reDning  them  to  the 
uimost  ezi^t,  br  recommended,  tbe  convention 
being  of  opinion,  that  it  may  be  dooe  to  great  ad- 
vintage. 

Resolved  unanimooaly — Tbat  the  making  of  gun- 
powder be  recommended. 

Keso]ved  anaotmously— That  tbe  manufacturing 
of  iron  into  nail*  and  wire^  and  other  neceasaty  ar. 
ticks,  be  recommended. 

Ri>>olved  unaninoualr— That  themaking  of  steel 
uuglii  to  be  Urg ely  encouraged,  a*  there  will  be  a 
grrat  demand  for  tbia  article. 


Beaotved  an*nimoa)ly.-Tbat  the  making  cf  dif- 
ferenl  kind*  of  paper  ought  to  be  encouraged^  and 
a*  the  aucceaa  of  this  branch  dependa  on  a  supply 
of  old  linen  and  woollen  rags,  the  inbabitsnts  of 
thia  colony  are  desired,  in  their  respective  families, 
to  preserre  theae  article*. 

Resolved  nBanimoualy— Tbat,  whereas,  wool 
combs,  cotton  and  wool  eardi,  hemp  and  flax  hee- 
ds, hare  been  for  some  time  made  to  advantage,  ta 
some  of  the  neighboring  eoloniea,  and  are  neeeasa> 
ry  for  carrying  on  linen  and  wm^en  maoufoelDrea, 
the  eatabliahing  auch  aanofacture*  be  recom- 
mended. 

Resolved  unanioMosly— That  the  erecting  full- 
ing mills,  and  mUU  for  breaking,  swingling,  and 
toflening  hemp  and  flai,  and  also  that  the  making 
f^rinditonea  be  recommended. 

Rriolved  unanimoiuly— That  the  brewiof^mitt 
litiuors  in  this  colony,  motM  tend  to  render  Ihe 
consumption  of  foreign  liquor*  leit  necessary,  it 
is  therefore  recommended,  tbat  proper  iitenlion  be 
given  to  the  cultivation  of  hops  add  barley. 

Resolved  unaninonily— That  it  be  recommended 
to  all  the  bhabitants  of  this  colony,  that  they  use 
a*  tbc  cooTcatiM  engageth  to  do,  our  own  raanu- 
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facturesy  and  those  of  other  coloiiiet»  in  preference 
to  all  ofhen . 

Resolved  unanimously^Thatfbr  the  more  speed- 
ily and  effectually  carrying  these  resolattont  into 
execution,  it  be  earnestly  recommended,  that  sod- 
eties  be  formed  in  different  parts  of  this  eolony; 
and,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  conrentioo,  that  pro- 


God,  do  solemnly  swear,  that  I  will,  to  the  utmost 
of  my-  power,  'support,  maintain,  and  defend  the 
goverament  of  Virginia,  in  the  preacDt  just  and 
necessary  war,  against  all  powera  whaterer,  who 
do»  or  may  levy  or  carry  on  any  hostility  of  war 
agsiast  the  same,  and  that  I  will  not  io  any  man- 
ner aid,  or  assist,  comlbrt,  counlbnance,  correspond 


per  premiums  ought  to  be  offered  in  the  several  T'^  ^"^  *^«^  ^y  P««»  whatever,  whom  I  know. 


counties  and  corporations,  to  such  persons  as  shall 
excel  in  the  several  branches  of  manufactories; 
and  it  is  recommended  to  the  several  committees 
of  the  different  counties  and  corporations,  to  pro- 
mote and  encourage  the  same,  to  the  utmost  of 
their  power. 


or  have  cause  to  suspect,  have  designs  to  tether, 
aid,  or  assist  the  tyrannical  and  cruel  war,  which 
the  British  parliament  have  levied  against  Ame- 
rics,  and  that  1  will,  from  time  to  time,  declare 
and  make  known  all  traitoroua  eonapiracies  and 
attempts  against  the  peace  and  safety  of  Virginia, 
which  shall  come  to  my  knowledge:  So  help  me 
God" 


•^fujtitf  16,  1775.— An  address  from  the  Baptists 
In  this  colony  was  presented  to  the  convention, 
and  read;  setting  forth,  thkt  however  distinguished 
from  the  body  of  their  countrymen,  by  appellatives 
and  sentiments  of  a  religious  nature,  they  never- 
theless consider  themselves  as  members  of  tiie 
same  community  in  respect  to  matters  of  a  civil 
nature,  and  embarked  in  the  same  common  cause; 
that,  alarmed  at  the  oppression  which  hangs  over 
America,  they  had  coniidered  what  part  it  would 
be  proper  to  take  in  the  unhappy  contest,  and  had 
determined  that  in  some  cases  it  was  lawful  to  go 
to  war,  and  that  they  ought  to  make  a  military 
resistance  against  Great  Britain  in  her  imjust 
invasion,  tyrannical  oppressions,  and  repeated 
hostilities;  that  their  brethren  were  left  at  discre- 
tion to  inlist,  without  incurring  the  censure  of 
their  religious  community;  and,  under  these  cir- 
cunistances,  many  of  them  had  enlisted  as  soldiers, 
and  many  more  were  ready  to  do  so,  who  bad  an 
earnest  desire  their  ministers  should  preach  to 
them  during  the  campaign;  that  they  had  there- 
fore appointed  four  of  their  brethren  to  make 
application  to  this  convention  for  the  liberty  of 
preaching  to  the  troops  at  convenient  times,  with, 
out  molestation  or  abuse,  and  praying  the  same 
may  be  granted  them. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  com- 
manding officers  of  the  regiments  or  troops  to  be 
raised,  that  they  permit  dissenting  clergymen  to 
celebrate  Divine  worship,  and  to  preach  to  the 
soldiers,  or  exhort,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  vari- 
ous operations  of  the  military  service  may  permit, 
for  the  ease  of  such  scrupulous  consciences  as  may 
not  choose  to  attend  Uivine  service  as  celebrated 
by  the  chaplain. 

Te&t  in  VirginiUy  1776,  fntbHshed  '>»'  order  of  the 
CQj.zentiT, — "I,  A.  B.  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  mine  shall  seal  *he  surrender. 


WiLUAMSBumo,  Oct,  1775. 
T^  e$hHel  Andrew  Lewis,  and  Mr.  J^km,  H^er. 
Gtntlemen~^FoT  your  past  service  you  have 
our  thanks,  and  we  piresume  it  is  all  the  reward 
you  desire.    And  as  we  have  again  eomoirtted  to 
you  the  greatest  trust  we  can  confer  (that  of  ip- 
peering  for  us  in  the  great  council  of  the  eafamy) 
we  think  it  expedient  yon  bear  our  aentimaati  at 
this  important  juncture.    And  first,  we  require 
you  to  represent  us  with  hearts  replete  with  the 
most  grateful  and  loyal  veneration  for  the  race  of 
Brunswick,  for  they  have  been  truly  our  fiitheni 
and  at  the  same  time  the  most  dutiful  afTcctioo 
for  our  sovereign,  of  whose  honest  heart  we  can- 
not entertain  any  diffidence;  but  sorry  we  are  to 
add,  that  in  his  councils  we  can  no  longer  cooSJe; 
a  set  of  miscreants,  uKworthy  to  administer  the 
laws  of  Britain's  empire,  have   been   permitted 
impiously  to  sway.     How  unjustly,  cruelly,  and 
tyrannically,  they  have  invaded  our  rights,  we  need 
not  now  put  you  in  mind.    We  only  say,  and  we 
assert  it  with  pride,  that  the  subjecU  of  Britam 
are  one;  and  when  the  honest  man  of  Boston  who 
has  broke  no  law,  has  his  property  wrested  from 
him,  the  hunter  on  the  Alegany  must  take  the 
alarm,  and,  as  a  freeman  of  America,  he  will  fly 
to  his  rsprescntalives,  and  thus  instruct  them:« 
Gentlemen,  my  gun,  my  tomahawk,  my  life  1  desire 
you  to  render  to  the  honor  of  my  king  and  couo. 
try;  but  my  liberty  to  range  these  woods  on  iLe 
same  terms  my  father  has  done,  is  not  mine  to  give 
up:  it  was  not  purchased  by  me,  and  purchased  it 
was;  it  is  entailed  on  my  son,  and  the  tenure  is 
sacred.     Watch  over  it,  gentlemen,  for  to  hioi  it 
must  descend  unviolated,  if  my  arm  can  defend  iu 
but  if  not,  if  wicked  power  is  permitted  to  prevail 
against  me,  the  original  purchase  was  blood,  and 
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That  our  countrymen  and  the  world  mty  know 
our  dispoiitjon,  we  choose  that  this  be  published. 
And  we  btve  one  request  to  add,  that  it,  that  the 
sons  of  freedom  who  appeared  for  us  at  Philadel- 
phia, will  accept  our  most  ardent,  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments; and  we  hereby  plight  them  our 
laith,  that  we  will  religiously  observe  their  resolu- 
tions, and  obey  their  instructions,  in  contempt  of 
power  and  temporary  interest;  and  should  the  mea 
•ures  they  have  wisely  calculated  for  our  relief 
/ail,  we  will  stand  prepared  for  every  contingency. 
Vft  are,  gentlemen,  your  dutiful,  &c. 

The  Freeholders  of  Botetourt 

ncSrth  CAROUNA. 

£xtract$  from  the  reply  of  the  attembly  of  J>/orth 
CaroUna,  to  the  opetch  of  governor  Marttn,  ^pril, 
1775. 

To  his  excellency  Josiah  Martin,  esq.  captain  gen- 
eral, governor,  and  commander  in  chief,  in  and 
over  the  province  of  North  Carolina. 

8xm^— We,  his  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  members  of  the  assembly  of  North 
Carolina,  have  taken  into  consideration  you  excel- 
lency's speech,  at  the  opening  of  this  session. 


We  met  in  general  assembly,  with  minds  supe- 
rior to  private  .dissention,  determined  calmly,  unit- 
edly, and  faithfully,  to  discharge  the  sacred  trust 
reposed  in  us  by  our  constituents.    Actuated  by 
sentiments  like  these,  it  behoves  us  to  declare, 
that  the  assembly  of  this  colony  have  the  highest 
sense  of  their  allegiance  to  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  to  whom  alone,  as  our  constitutional  sovereign, 
ve  acknowledge  allegiance  to  be  due,  and  to  whom 
we  so  cheerfully  and  repeatedly  have  sworn  it,  that 
to  remind  us  of  the  oath  was  unnecessary.    This 
allegisace,  all  past  assemblies  have,  irpon  every 
occasion,  amply  expressed;  and  we,  the  present 
representatives  of  the  people,  shall  be  always  rea- 
dy, by  our  actions,  with  pleasure  to  testify;  sensi- 
ble, however,  that  the  same  constitution  which  es- 
tablished that  allegiance,  and  enjoined  the  oath  in 
consequence  of  it,  hath  bound  majesty  under  as 
solemn  obligations,  to  protect  subjects  inviolate  in 
all  their  just  rights  and  priviledges,  wisely  intend- 
ing, by  reciprocal  dependence,  to  secure  the  hap- 
piness of  both. 

We  contemplate,  with  a  degree  of  horror,  the 
unhappy  state  of  America,  involved  in  the  most 
embarrassing  difficulties  and  disiresses,  by  a  num- 
ber of  unconstitutional  invasions  of  their  just  rights 
sod  privileges;  by  which,  the  inhabitants  of  the 


ticular,  have  been  -precipitated  into  measures,  ex- 
traordinary perhaps  in  their  nature,  but  warranted 
by  necessity,  from  whence,  among  many  other  mea- 
sures, the  appointment  of  committees,  in  the  seve- 
ral towns  and  counties,  took  its  birth,  to  prevent, 
as  much  as  in  them  lay,  the  operations  of  such  un- 
constitutional eBcroacbments:  And  the  assembly 
remain  unconvinced  of  any  steps  taken  by  those 
committees,  but  such  as  they  were  tompelled  to 
take  for  that  salutary  purpose. 

It  b  not  to  be  controverted,  that  his  majesty's 
subjecu  have  a  right  to  petition  for  a  redress  of 
grievances,  or  to  remonstrate  against  them;  and 
S3  it  is  only  in  a  meeting  of  the  people,  that  their 
sense,  respecting  such  petition  and  remonstrance, 
can  be  obtained,  that  the  right  of  assembling  is  as 
undoubted.— To  attempt,  therefore,  under  the 
mask  of  authority,  to  prevent  or  forbid  a  meeting 
of  the  people  for  such  purposes,  or  to  interrupt 
their  proceedings  when  met,  would  be  a  vain  ef- 
fort, unduly  to  exercise  power  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  constitution. 


Far  be  it  from  us,  then,  sir,  eten  to  wish  to  pre' 
vent  the  operations  of  the  convention  now  held  at 
Newbem,  or  to  agree  with  your  excellency  in  be- 
stowing upon  them  the  Injurious  epitlict  of  an  il- 
legal meeting.  They  are,  sir,  the  respectable  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  appointed  for  a  spe- 
cial and  important  purpose,  to  which,  though  our 
constituents  might  have  thought  us  adequate,  yet, 
as  our  meeting  depended  upon  the  pleasure  of  the 
crowui  they  would  have  been  unwise  fo  have  trust- 
ed to  so  precarious  a  contingence,  especially  as  the 
frequent  and  unexpected  prorogations  of  the  as- 
sembly, one  of  them  in  particular,  as  if  all  respect 
and  attention  to  the  convenience  of  their  represen- 
tatives hath  been  lost,  was  proclaimed  but  two  or 
three  days  before  the  time  which  had  been  appoint- 
ed for  the  meetings,  gave  the  people  not  the  least 
reason  to  expect  that  their  assembly  would  have 
been  permitted  to  sit  tlU  it  was  too  late  to  appoint 
delegates  to  attend  the  continental  congress  at 
Philadelphia;  a  measure  which  they  joined  the  rest 
of  America  in  thinking  essential  to  its  interest. 


The  house,  sir,  neither  know,  nor  believe  that 
any  bass  arts  have  been  practlsiftd  upon  the  people 
in  order  to  lead  them  from  their  iluty;  but  we 
know  with  certainty,  that  the  steps  they  have  taken 
proceeded  from  a  full  conviction,  that  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  had,  by  a  variety  of  oppres- 
sive and  unconstitutional  proceedings,  made  those 
continent  in  general,  and  of  this  province  in  par-  stepr  absolutely  nercisary.    We  think  it,  Uierefore, 
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a  duty  we  owe  the  people,  to  Mtert«  that  their  con-j  We  take  this  opportunity»  sir,  the  first  thkt  ks 
duct  has  not  been  owing  to  base  arts,  practised  been  given  us,  to  express  the  warm  attachmot 
upon  tliem  by  wicked  and  designing  men;  and  have  I  we  have  4o  our  sister  colonies  in  general,  and  tk 


it  much  to  lament,  that  your  ezcelleney  should  add 
your  sanction  to  such  groundless  imputations,  as 
it  has  a  manifest  tendency  to  weaken  the  mfluence 
ti'hich  the  united  petition  of  his  majesty's  Ameri- 


heart^U  compassion  we  entertaio  for  the  deplor- 
able state  of  the  town  of  Boston  in  particular,  nd 
alto  to  declare  the  fixed  and  determined  resohi- 
tion  of  this  colony,  to  unite  with  the  other  aQio. 


can  subjects  might  otherwise  have,  upon  their  so*,  nies  in  every  effort  to  retain  thoae  just  rights  mi 
vereign,  for  a  redress  of  those  grievances  of  which  liberties  which,  as  subjects  to  a  Britirii  kiog,  ve 


they  so  justly  complun. 

We  should  feel  inexpressible  concern  at  the  in- 
formation given  us  by  your  excellency,  of  your  be- 
ing authorised  to  say,  that  the  appointment  of  de- 
legates, to  attend  the  congress  at  Philtdelphia, 
now  in  agitation,  will  be  highly  offensive  to  the 
king,  had  we  not  recently  been  informed,  from  the 
best  authority,  that  his  majesty  has  been  pleased 
to  receive,  very  graciously,  the  united  petition  of 
his  American  subjects,  addressed  to  him  by  the 


possess,  and  which  it  is  our  absolute  and  indispeo- 
iible  duty,  to  hand  down  to  posterity,  unimpaved. 

JOHN  HARVET,  Speaker. 

Inpremncial  congren^  J\'orth  Car^lima,  SepiemUr  % 

1775. 
Mr.  Hooper  laid  before  the  house  an  addrem  Is 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Briiiah  empire;  and  the  saae 
being  read  was  unanimously  received,  and  ia  u 
follows  viz. 

FriernU^  and /elUw'citwni-~fTbt  late  of  the  coB- 


continental  delegates,  laUly  convened  at  Philadd-  ^test  which  at  present  subsists  between  these 
phia.    We  have  not,  therefore,  the  least  reason  to  rican  colonies  and  the  British  ministera  wha  nav 
suppose,  that  a  similar  application  to  the  throne,  git  at  the  helm  of  public  affairs,  will  be  one  of  the 


will  give  offence  to  his  majesty,  or  prevent  his  re- 
ceiving a  petition  for  the  redress  of  grievances, 
which  his  American  subjects  have  a  right  to  pre- 
sent, either  separately  or  unitedly. 

We  shall  always  receive,  with  pleasure,  the  in- 
formation of  any  marks  of  loyalty  to  the  king,  puwues  to  subjugate  these  colonies,  and  reduce 
given  to  your  excellency,  by  the  inhabitants  of|^*™  'ro™  ^^ing  loyal  and  useful  oubjects,  to  sa 


most  imporiant  epochs  which  can  mark  the  amdt 
of  the  British  history. 

"Foreign  nations  with  anxious  ezpeetation  wut 
the  result,  and  see  with  amaaement  the  hliad 
infatuated  policy  which  the  present 


this  colony;  but  we  are  greatly  concerned,  lest  the 
manner  in  which  you  have  thought  proper  to  con- 
vey this  information,  should  excite  a  belief,  that  a 
great  number  of  the  people  of  this  province  are 
disaffected  to  their  sovereign,  to  prevent  which, 
it  is  incumbent  upon  us,  in  this  manner,  solemnly 
to  testify  to  the  world,  that  his  majesty  has  no 
subjects  more  faithful  than  the  inhabitants  of  North 
Carolina,  or  more  ready,  at  the  expence  of  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  to  protect  and  support  his  per. 
son,  crown,  and  dignity.    If,  however,  by  the  sig- 
nal proofs  your  eiLcellency  speaks  of,  you  mean 
those  addresses  lately  published  in  the  North  Ca- 
rolina Gazette,  and  said  to  be  presented  to  you, 
the  assembly  can  receive  no  pleasure  from  your 
congratulations  thereupon,  but  what  results  from 
the  consideration  that  so  few  have  been  found  in 
so  populous  a  province,  weak  enough  to  be  seduced 
irom  their  duty,  and  prevailed  upon  by  the  base 
arts  of  wicked  and  designing  men,  to  adopt  prin. 
ciplcs  so  contrary  to  the  sense  of  all  America,  and 
so  dcs'.i'uctive  of  those  rights  and  privilege3,  it 
was  their  duty  to  maintain. 


absolute  dependance  and  abject  slavery;  as  if  the 
descendants  of  those  ancestors  who  have  shed  ri- 
vers of  blood,  and  expended  millions  of  treasure, 
in  fiving  upon  a  lasting  foundation  the  liberties  of 
the  British  constitution,  saw  with  envy  the  once 
happy  state  of  this  western  region,  and  strove  to 
exterminate  the  patterns  of  those  virtues  which 
shone  with  a  lustre  which  bids  fair  to  rival  aad 
eclipse  their  own. 


"To  enjoy  the  fruits  of  our  own  honest  industry; 
to  call  that  our  own  which  we  earn  with  the  labor 
of  our  hands,  and  the  sweat  of  our  brows,  to  re* 
gulate  that  internal  policy  by  which  we,  and  not 
they,  are  to  be  affected;  these  are  the  mighty 
boons  we  ask.  And  traitors,  rebels,  and  every 
harsh  appellation  that  malice  can  dictate,  or  the 
violence  of  language  express,  are  the  returns  which 
we  receive  to  the  most  humble  petitions  and  earnest 
supplications.  We  have  been  told  that  independ- 
ence is  our  object;  that  we  seek  to  shake  off  all 
connection  with  the  parent  state.  Cruel  suggestion* 
do  not  all  our  professions,  all  our  actions,  uniformlv 
contradict  this? 
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>We  ag^in  declare,  and  we  invoke  that  Almighty 
Being  who  searches  the  recesses  of  the  human 
heart  and  knows  our  most  secret  intentions,  that 
it  is  our  most  earnest  wish  and  prayer  to  be  restor- 
ed, with  the  other  United  Colonies,  to  the  state  in 
which  we  and  they  were  placed  before  the  year 
3763,  disposed  to  glance  over  any  regulations  which 
nritain  Bad  made  previous  to  this,  and  which  seem 
to  be  injurious  and  oppressive  to  these  colonies, 
hoping  that  at  some  future  day  she  will  benignly 
interpose,  and  remove  from  us  every  cause  of  com- 
plaint. 

"Whenever  we  have  departed  from  the  forms 
of  the  constitution,  our  own  safety  and  self-pre- 
•ervation  have  dictated  the  expedient;  and  it  in 
«ny  instancea  we  have  assumed  powers  which  the 
laws  invest  in  the  sovereign  or  his  representatives, 
at  has  been  only  in  defence  of  our  persons,  pro- 
perties, and  those  rights  which  God  and  the  con- 
stitution have  made  unalienably  ours.  As  soon  as 
the  cause  of  our  fears  and  apprehensions  are  re- 
moved, with  joy  will  we  return  these  powers  to 
their  regular  channels;  and  such  institutions  formed 
from  mere  nccetsity,  shall  end  with  that  necessity 
which  created  them. 

'*These  exprensions  flow  from  An  aflfectioni  border- 
i^tg  upon  devotion,  to  the  succession  of  the  bouse 
«f  Hanover,  as  by  law  established,  firom  subjects 
who  view  it  as  a  monument  that  does  honor  to  hu- 
man Qaturet  a  monument  capable  of  teaching  kings 
how  glorious  it  is  to  reign  over  a  free  people. — 
These  are  the  heartfelt  effusions  of  men  ever  ready 
to  spend  their  blood  and  treasure,  when  constitu- 
tionally called  upon,  in  support  of  that  succession 
of  bis  majesty  King  George  the  third,  his  crown 
and  dignity,  and  who  fervently  wish  to  transmit  bb 
reign  to  future  ages  as  the  aera  of  common  happi- 
ness to  his  people.  Could  these  our  sentiments 
reach  the  throne,  surely  our  sovereign  would  Ibrbid 
t!)e  horrors  of  war  and  desolation  to  intrude  into 
this  once  peaceful  and  happy  land,  and  would  stop 
that  deluge  of  human  blood  which  now  threatens 
to  overflow  this  colony;  blood  too  precious  to  be 
shed  but  in  a  common  cause,  againit  the  common 
enemy  of  Great  Britain  and  her  sons. 

**Thts  declaration  we  liold  forth  as  a  testimony 


who  thereby  intended  that  the  rectitudjc  of  our 
designs  might  be  brought  into  distrust,  and  sedition, 
anarchy,  and  confusion,  spread  through  this  loyal 
province. 

"We  have  discharged  a  duty  which  we  owe  to 
the  world,  to  ourselves,  and  posterity;  and  may 
the  Almighty  God  give  success  to  the  means  wc 
make  use  of,  so  far  as  they  are  aimed  to  product 
just,  lawful,  and  good  purposes,  and  the  salvation 
and  happiness  of  the  whole  British  empire." 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
IX  PBovmciAL  roxoaass. 

Charlett^n^  June  21,  1775. 
OrdlfTtfcf— That  the  hon.  William  Henry  Dray*on, 
the  hon.  Barnard  Elliot,  colonel  Charles  Pinckney, 
col.  James  Pardons,  col.  Isaac  Motte,  col  Stephen 
Bull,  col.  William  Moultrie,  major  Owen  Roberts, 
captain  Thomas  Savage,  captain  John  Huger,  Miles 
Brewton,  Thomas  Ferguson,  and  Gabriel  Capers, 
esquires,  be  a  deputation  to  present  his  excellency 
the  governor,  the  address  of  this  congress. 

To  his  excellency  the  right  honorable  lord  Wil- 
liam  Campbell,  governor  and  commander  in  chief 
over  the  province  aforesaid. 

The  humble  atldrett  and  declaraiion  of  the  provineial 

congrett. 

May  it  pleatf  your  excelttncy^^Wt,  his  majesty's 
loyal  subjects,  the  representatives  of  the  people 
of  this  colony,  in  congress  assembled,  beg  leave  to  '^ 
disclose  to  your  excellency,  the  true  cause  of  our 
present  proceedings;  not  only  that  upon  your  arri- 


val among  us,  you  may  receive  no  unfavorable  im- 
pression of  our  conduct,  but  that  we  may  stand 
justified  to  the  world. 

When  the  ordmary  modes  of  application  for  re- 
dress of  grievances,  and  the  ustul  means  of  de- 
fence against  arbitrary  impositions  have  failed^ 
mankind  generally  have  had  recourse  to  those  that 
are  extraordinary.  Hence,  the  origin  of  the  conti* 
oental  congresi-— and  hence  the  present  reprettn- 
tation  of  the  people  in  thb  colony. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  enumerate  the  grievances  of 
America;  they  have  been  so  oflen  represented,  that 
your  excellency  cannot  be  a  stranger  to  them.-— 
Let  it,  therefore,  suffice  to  say,  that  the  hands  of 


of  loyalty  to  our  sovereign,  and  affection  to  our  .^  majesty's  ministers,  having  lo..g  lain  heavy, 
parent  state,  and  a5»  a  sincere  earnest  of  our  present  ■  ^^^  ^^^^  ^.^^  intolerable  weight.  We  declare. 
and  fu'.'ire  intentions.  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  innovation— no  desire  of  altering 

"Wc  hope,  thereby,  to  remove  those  impressions  the  constitution  of  government— no  lust  ofinde- 
which  have  been  made  by  tlic  repreicntation  of  weak ;  pendence  has  bad  the  least  influence  upon  our  coun- 
and  wicked  men  io  the  nrej-idicc  of  this  colony,  *ciUr  but.  alarmed  and  roused  by  a  long  succession 
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of  arbitrary  proceedings  by  wicked  *di^inittrii- 
tions— impreii!ie<l  with  iht  great eit  apprehrnsion  of 
hiatigated  inaurreciions-^and  deeply  affVctetl  b} 
the  commencement  of  hottilitiea  by  the  British 
troopa  against  this  continenti— solely  for  the  pre 
aenration  and  defer :e  of  our  live«,  liberties,  and 
properties,  we  bare  been  impelled  to  associate  and 
to  take  up' arms. 

We  sincerely  deplore  tliose  slanderous  informa- 
tions and  wicked  councils,  by  u-hich  his  majesty 
has  bern  led  into  measures,  which,  if  perKinted  in, 
»uat  inevitably  have  involved  America  in  all  the 
calamities  of  a  civil  war,  and  rend  the  Dritish  em- 
pire. We  only  desire  the  secure  enjoyment  of  our 
invalnsble  rights,  and  we  wi«h  for  nothing  more 
ardently,  than  a  speedy  reconciliation  with  our 
■Mther  country,  upon  constitutional  principles. 

Conscious  of  the  juatice  of  our  cause,  and  the 
integrity  of  oar  views,  we  readily  profess  our  loyal 
attachnent  to  our  sovereign,  his  crown,  and  digni. 
tfi  and,  trusting  the  event  to  Providence,  we  pre- 
fer death  to  alavery .  These  things,  we  have  thought 
it  our  duty  to  declare,  that  your  excellency,  and 
through  you,  our  august  aovereign— our  fellow  sub- 
jects—and the  whole  world— may  clearly  under- 
stand, that  our  taking  up  arms,  is  the  result  of  dire 
necessity,  and  in  compliance  with  the  first  law  of 
nature. 

We  entreat  and  trust,  that  your  excellency  will 
mrkef«iich  a  representation  of  the  aiateof  this  co* 
lony,  and  of  our  true  motives,  as  to  assure  his  ma- 
jesty, that  in  tlie  midst  of  all  our  complicated  dirt- 


and  of  mankiid:  to  tPnti^F  our  jns*  resent  men*  to 
so  base  and  cruel  a  conduct  in  th^  mhabitant*  of 
Poole,  it  is  hereby  reaolved.  That  this  coloiiy  will 
not  use  or  employ  any  shrpping  belonging  to  thai 
port,  or  owned  by  any  inht:bi*ant  there,  or  carry  on 
any  trAPssctions,  or  hold  any  comir.ur  icatioo  with 
that  people. 

PETER  TIMOTHY,  Secretary, 

Tn  prnvittcial congreia,  CharleUon,  Tlunrlay,  Juve72' 
**Resolved,  that  all  absentees,  holding  esiate*>  in 
this  colony,  except  the  sick,  those  abovr  60,  and 
those  under  21  yean  of  age,  oaght,  forthwith,  ta 
return  to  this  colony. 

"Resolved,  that  no  persons,  holding  estates  in 
this  colony,  ought  to  withdraw  from  ita  service, 
without  giving  good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  so 
Joing  to  this  congress,  or,  during  ita  recess,  t» 
the  general  c<nrmittee. 

PETER  TIMOTHY,  Secretars. 

Mfdaticn,  vnanimovtljf  agreed  f  in  the  prvtmdu^ 
cwngrtMt  •/  S^vtk  CaroUna. 
The  actual  commencement  of  hostilities  against 
this  continent,  by  the  British  ttoops,  in  the  bloody 
scene  on  the  19)h  of  April  last,  near  Bostonj  the 
increase  of  arbitrsry  impositions,  from  k  wicked 
and  deapntic  ministry,  and  the  dread  of  instigaled 
insurrections  in  the  colonies,  are  causes  sufBcient 
to  drive  an  oppressed  people  to  the  use  of  armsr— 
We,  therefore,  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  South 
C;irolina,  holding  ourselvea  bound,   by  that  most 


.  1    J      .  .  s'*"^  of  all  obhga'iois,  the  duty  of  good  citizens 

treses,  he  has  no  subjects  in  his  wide  doroinionfl,  .  ,  ...  ^    . 

.  ,,.,,.-     ^   ..       ,   •  towarflh  an  injured  country,  and  thorouirhlv  con- 

who  more  smccrely  desire  to  testify  their  lov ally  -       ,     .  ^  ..  h    }  ^^ 

.,«.,.  ,  ,,  .  ....        ""  vnced,  that,  under  our  present  distresserl  circum- 

and  afTection,  or  who  would  be  more  willing  to 

devoti  their  liires  and  fortunes  to  bis  real  serrice. 
By  order  «f  the  provincial  congress,  at  Charles 


ton,  June  20,  1775. 

HENRY  L\LREXS,  President. 

rhOM   TUr.  SOLTB  rAHOi.TlIA  OAZBTTS. 


stancoM,  we  shull  h«»  jusi-fird  before  God  and  mis, 
in  T  si«i»ing  force  by  fiTC,  no  r?fiTi  ourselves  un- 
der every  ti**  of  relierion  anr'  Tionor,  and  aft<)ociite 
as  a  biOf*  in  her  c'eF'-nre,  ag:''ns!  r%'ery  foe;  hereby 
•  solemnly  en ^li^r  np  tliat  vl.cn'^ver  our  c  nt:nentsl 
[and  provincial  council*  shull  decre«"  it  nerc>iirv» 


:  we  will  go  for'h,  and  Se  read)  to  <iMcrifice  our  lives 
!n  pfcrintiai  cuufre^*,  Charieitsn,  lVedne$day,  June  ,nH  fortunes,  to  8ec«:re  he-  freertom  ai-d  safely  - 

21,  17/5.  T\\\%  obligition  to  ron'iniTe  in  full  fnrrc  until  *  re- 

"^Vhereas  the  in'.ibiiM.is  of  Poole,  a  seaport  in  concilation  shall  Uke  p!acf  between  Great  Britaia 


the  ii«j;lijih  Channel,  losi  to  all  sense  of  honor, 
humanity  and  gratitude,  have,  by  their  late  peti. 
tion  to  parliament,  manifested  themselves  not  only 
inimical  to  America,  but  desirous  to  j»dd  to  th»» 
heavy  oppressions  under  wliich  the  unfortuna'e 
anr»  virtuous  inhabitants  of  the  four  New  EngUnd 
governments  labor,  in  cons^queiice  of  their  lau  'a- 
blc  ccnduct  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  America 


a'ld  America,  upf»n  const i:uiional  p'-i"Ciplesi;  an 
eveyit  whicl.  we  most  ardently  desire.  And  we  will 
'lold  all  -hose  persons  min-icai  to  the  liSiTtin  of 
the  colonics,  whu  shall  refuse  lo  subscribe  to  this 
.isso'iation. 

Subscribed  by  cv^ry  men:»>fr  present,  and  certi- 
fied by  HENRY  I-.VtRENS,iVe«rfer». 

June,  1775. 
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JOURNAL  OF  TUB  STAMP.ACT  CONGRESS; 

■  RLD  AT   atW^TOlIK,    1^65. 

We  have  several  times  promised  to  treat  oar  rea- 
ders with  a  correct  copy  of  this  venerable  manu- 
script, detailing^  the  first  movemenu  of  the  friends 
of  freedom  in  the  nevir  world.  It  i**  an  official  copy, 
under  the  signiture  of  Juhh  Cottoh,  esq.  clerk 
to  that  illustrious  body;  and,  we  have  reason  to 
believe,  ttie  only  one  extant.  It  was  hamd^d  to 
the  edi'.or  by  his  much  respected  frinid,  Crtur 


JWnK/grigy.  '    ■  Rohert  Ogden 

Hendrick  Fisher 
JoHfph   ftcirden. 

Peimtjffoama— ^Jolin  Dickinson 

John    Morton 
Gforgc  Rryan. 

Delaware-^-- — Thomas  M*Kean 

Cxiar  Rodney. 

Manfland       '      William  Murdock 

Edward  Tilghman 
Thomas  Rin^^grold. 

S^vth  Carolina — Thomas  Lynch 

Christnpher  Gadkden 


John  Rut  ledge. 
.J.  Rodnej,,  esq.  of  Delaware,  who  found  it  among  ►V^»'.»""/>'Ai>*,^  Wrrc  not  represented  in  this  con- 

,^ .7.  _  .  .    _  .     _  .      L         .     **'^»rr"»*"i  I  ffre»s.  But  their  assemblies  wrote 

.Vorth.Car9fina    ^that  they  would  agree  to  what- 
and  GeBrgia^      J  ever  was  done  by  the  congress.*' 


the  papers  of  his  iale  revered  uncle,  the  estima- 
ble and  putriotic  Catar  Rotineif,  one  of  the  dele- 
gates, and  fur  many  years  the  great  prop  and  stay 
of  IVhiggU'H  in  the  lower  parts  of  his  u;itlve  state- 
Od  a  loose  piece  of  paper,  in  the  manuscript  book, 
is  a  list  of  Uie  members,  with  which  we  have 


THE  JOURN  \L. 

Botion,  June,  176S, 
SIR— The  house  of  representatives  of  this  pro- 
vince, in  the  present  session  of  general  court,  have 
unanimously  agreed  to  propose  a  meeting,  a»  soon 
preceeded  the  journal  itself,  in  the  hand  writing  as  may  be,  of  committers  from  the  houses  of  rrpre- 

of  Mr.  C.  R.  We  are  thus  particular  to  shew  thel**"^***^"  ^^  bur^sses,  of  the  several  British  colo- 

..      ^.  ..       m^u    J  .       L-  .^  ■•"  on  this  comment,  to  consult  together  on  the 

entire  auihenUcity  of  the  document:  which,  we  j  present  circumstancet  of  the  coloniei^and  the  diffi. 

are  infirmed,  many  of  our  sages  have  sought  for 
in  vain. 


En  this  journal  the  reader  will  not  find  any  thing 
to  asioniiih  or  surprize  him;  but  there  is  much 
to  admire.  In  every  line  he  will  discover  a  spirit 
of  decision  and  firmness  totally  irreconcilable 
with  a  state  of  servitude,  and  highly  worthy  of 
imitation  at  the  present  day.  The  difiieuhies 
the  people  encountered  in  forming  this  congress, 


cullies  to  which  they  are  a:id  must  be  redued  by 
the  operation  of  the  acts  of  pirliment,  for  levying 
duties  and  taxes  on  the  colonies;  and  to  cnnatiler  of 
a  general  and  united,  dutiful,  loyal  and  humble  re- 
presentation of  their  condition  to  his  majesty  and 
to  tlie  parliment,  and  to  implore  relief. 

The  house  of  representatives  of  this  province 
have  also  voted,  to  pmpose  that  such  meeting  be 
at  the  city  of  New-Virk,  in  the  province  of  New- 
York,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  0<^ioher  next,  and 
have  tppointed  the  committee  of  thvreoPtheir  mem* 
bersto  attend  that  service,  with  ^\ic\\  aft'ie  other 
houses  of  representatives  or  burgesses,  in  the  seve« 


unknown  to  the  laws  and  opposed  by  the  royal- ;ral  colonies,  may  think  fit  to  appoint  to  meet  them; 
ists  invented  with  power,  are  honorable  to  their 
cause  and  its  agents.    With  an  eye  steadily  fixed 


'  and  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representative! 
of  this  p'^ovince,  are  directed  to  repair  to  the  said 


on  freedom,  they  cast  behind  them  the  cold  max 
iins  of  prudence,  and  nobly  resolved  to  systema 


New-York,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  Oct  iber  next, 
accordingly;  if,  therefore,  your  honorable  house 
should  agree  to  thb  proposal,  it  would  be  accepta- 
ble, that  as  early  notice  of  it  as  possible  might  be 
tise  an  opposition  to  the  growing  tyranny  of  the  transmitted  to  the  speakerof  (he  house  of  represen- 


tatives of  this  province. 

SAMUEL  WHITE,  Speaker. 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  circular  letter. 


''mother  country/*  They  did  so,  and  therein 
generated  a  spirit  of  umon,  that  finally  brougtit 
about  the  independence  of  these  states,  and  led 
to  the  establishment  of  our  present  happy  con-jthe  fiillowing  gentlemen  met  at  New. York,  in  the 

stilution. 

[Niles'  Weekly  Register,  of  July  25, 1812. 


I  province  of  New-York«  o«  Monday,  tlie  7th  of  Oe« 
tober,  1765,  viz: 


Delegaief  to  tht  Congreto  of  1765. 

"•l£i««<icAu«tf//s-- James  Otis 

Oliver  Partridge 
Timothy  Ruggles^ 

-Metcalf  Bowler 
Henry  Ward. 

-Kli.ohalct  Dyer 
David  Kowland 
William  S.  Johnson. 

-Robert  H.  Livingston 
John  Cmger 
I'hilip  Livingsti^n 
William  Uavard 

m 

i.eunurd  Lespenard. 


RhnUhland 
Conuecticnt" 


From  the  province  of  fi^^^^^^^  M 

Who  produced  their  appointment  as  follows  viz: 

To  Jumeo  Otit,  OUver  Partridge,  and  TYrnoMy  Rug- 

gfe»t  etquiret. 

Gentlemen,^The  house  of  representatives  of  th'ie 

province,  h:*ve  appointed  you  a  committee  to  meet 

at  Nrw-York  on  the  first  luesdsy  in  October  n  xt, 

such  com  mitt  eei  as  the  other  houses  of  represenU- 

lives  or  burgesses  in  the  several  colonies  on  thie 

coMtinent.may  think  fit  to  appoint,  to  consult  togeth 

I  er  on  the  present  circumsUnces  of  the  colonies, 

'  on  the  dillicullies  to  which  tney  are,   and  muat  be 
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re  liir»d  I'v  tHJOp-rjtian  ofllie  l«lr  iclii  of  p»rli» 
iD'iit.  Ily  t''i»rltci>ce,  the  limine  hasrepoacU  IT)  yuu 
«  Ir'.inl  ol  lingular  importance,  and  have  jual  reaion 
t<'  rxp-cl  >"ii  'ill  K'V  ^O"'  utmoki  «tteiition  to  it. 
Ill  '.^tt  jo'i  .:.oittil  receive  sdvic*  that  the  houoet 
of  represeiita'ivM  or  bur^FuM  of  llie  other  colo 
nka,  or  any  uF  tlirni,  afcree  to  aiicli  commiilm,  to 
join  yon  'a  tlii^  iniereiliiig  afl'^ir,  you  are  tlirecled 
ti>  repair  ti>  N  w-Y-irk  it  the  time  appointeil,  anil 
cii  !ej»or  to  Unite  wuh  I'lem  in  irntimtnt,  iiiil  agree 
up'in  'ucli  repmrTit  >tioi(,  a«  inay  tend  lo  preaerve 
our  ri|{lil<  and  privilege!.  Anil  iliitli;  opinion  of 
tiiii  home,  thut  no  4<ldreu  or  repreirnuiion  ihall 
beeaieemeil  theact  of  i.liiiliuiiae,iiiled9  ii  is >{;''"<' 
to  anl  iigiied  by  the  mijnt  part  of  llieir  Ckimniil- 

irit  shoulil  be  Mii;,  that  ve  ire  in  any  manner  re 
pre'eiitejiiiparllii'iient,  you  miiM  by  nameanicon. 
cc.Ie  <>  ii;  il  ia  an  upinian  whicli  thii  bouie  cannot 
■er  die  lead  reason  tit  iidnpt. 

Furlhrr,  the 'louie  think  that  such  a  represerrla- 
tion  of  the  colun'eii  in  Britiah  •ubj'-ct',  are  to  «nj-i>-, 
wuHLd  rieiitlriideJ  wiOi  t'ief;reale>t  dtfiic'jity,  ifil 
i)  not  abwlntely  iinpraclicahle,  111.1  therefore,  you 
lire  nut  lO  urge  or  content  tn  any  proposal  finny  re. 
prrteiitation,  if  audi  he  made  in  the  Coii(;rMS. 

1.  ia  thf  cipecl.tiOJi  of  (he  houae,  tliit  •  mnsi 
lojil  mil  dulif  ij  ad.lr»s  tnhiamajealyanJ  tbepar- 
liainent,  will  be  prepared  by  (he  caii^rua,  praying 
•a  well  f  >r  ihe  retinvjt  of  the  grievaTiees  the  colo- 
nies Ubnr  under  at  present,  a«  for  preventing  othrra 
for  the  fuliirc:  which  pe:ilioni,  if  drawn  up,  as  f^r 
kiri(i>  shall  b.'  able  to  jiidRe,  a);r  e^ble  to  the  mind 
of  I'le  h'tuse,  yiiu  are  empowered  ^o  liga  and  for- 
wur'l:  and  you  a^-e  tn  liy  a  copy  of  the  name  before 
iind  m^ke  repurtofyour  proceeding 


■lymir 


thishi]iiJie,that  thecon. 
that  wisdom  which  ii 
couiiii!*  and  detcrmi- 

itli  the  ilivine  liltssing. 


for  levtinK  duties  and  Uxe«  upon  the  colonioi  ud 
O  consider  of  a  general  and  uniiHl,  .Intiful.  lowl 
ind  humble  repretentstion  lo  his  majraly  and  the 
.wliamenl,«nd  to  implore  relief.  And  you  are  also 

hereby  empowered  lo  can  elude  and  a^ee  with  I  he 

'.all  think  necetsary  and  proper  for  oblaininR  re. 
!re»»  of  the  grievances  of  the  colonies,  apreeaMy 
I)  ihe  inatruciinns  given  you  by  the  general  utna. 
biy  of  ihia  colony. 

Given  under  ,iy  hind  and  (he  leal  ofH-  sai'l«- 
lony.this  siiieenihdiy  of  Septeirl>er,  1765, and  li 
thefil'lbyear  ofhis  majesly's  fei((n. 

SAMUEL  WAIta 
By  bii  honor's  command. 

HEJiTHY  Jy.iRO,  SecMiary. 

From  the   «l»nT>i,.v,D  Rowwi-n,       <  £■ 

Ol  t,PIlMC«CU(.  ^\v„,Si)iL.Jaii!t«i»,3a 
Who  produced  the  fnllawiag  appointment,  vi^. 
.t  a  freneril  assembly  of  the  governor  and  eonparr 
of 'he  colony  of  Cnnneclicut,  bolden  a<  Hirllbrd, 
by  ipeclal  order  oFhii  honor  the  goTcmnr  of  siiJ 
colonv,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  September,  An- 
no num.  1765 

Wliereis,  it  hii  been  propoard  that  a  coni^CH 
r  attended  by  commisainnrrs  from  the  irvcral  p>- 
rrnmrnli  on  (his  continent,  to  confer  upon  a  [;rr.e. 
•I,  united,  hiirr.ble,  lovil  ind  dutiful  cepreatnti- 
ion  to  his  majealy  and'lhe  parliamenl,  of  the  pre- 
ent  circumstances  of  tlie  colouieii  and  the  difficul- 
ies  to  which  they  are  and  must  be  reilueed  by  llie 
operation  of  ilic  icts  of  parliament  for  layin(;  dulie* 
and  taxe*  on  the  colonies,  and  to  implore  relirf. 

Rt,alvta  by  this  aisembly,  That  Kliphalet  Ujer. 
David  Kowland.and  William  Samuel  JolinsDn.csqn. 
or  any  two  of  them,  he,  and  arc  herriiy  appoinlrJ 
eommisaionrra,  on  bthalf  of  thin  oolunf ,  to  repilr 
to  New  York  (o  stlend  Ihe  propoard  eniigreis  in 


Cr}-!!  thecilnnvnf  ft/.o,,'o.rMETrA,,r  H.I 

/./.,..,/  una  /',-.r,V/«;=      >  and 

I'.uaiHlii'ir,  (^Wtvax  Wak 

Wh:i  pr:i-!ui"il  Ihe  fillowing  ■ppniiilmcii 

B/the   "vorjb."  SVMI'KL  W  Villi, B»i- 


cby   desired   I 


refcrre 


.Vt  a  general  awembly  of  the  governur  .md  omTi- 
nyc.riheciil--uy  of  Coun«(icu!,hii!.Vii  a:  lint- 
ford,  by  spcci:il  or.Ie*  'if  his  honor  tlie  ^verni> 
of  said'cobnv, oil  (!..:  I'Jth  Any  vi :>ep:e.T.b:r,  An. 


appiiirited  '>i 


ol?.e, 


0  the 


1  r;pai:-  t 

-.(.ralthe-Jm-ubic^i: 
Oou  n.jy-.v^.:ve -f  Ih- 


M'^ROMt  11  f  the  ("ulenii',-, ' 
in  of  the  a  :l  of  parlianent , 


ofN 

c->rdii.ir(..il.ein(elUK.'i, 

eniiver.inj;  uf  ttie  other 

pciT  to  you  scisonable  and  Ui.-»i,  ti>  ei<ii<u' 

crwiththem  on  lli'i  piMr'cnt  eifciinilnrr 

cnl..nie<,  ail.',  the  ditTcolii.M  lo  wMcii  i!  .' 

jDKiX  be  rei!-icrd,  by  the  npcrali-ja  uf  •,',. 

pkrliimeitlitrlevyingduiiM  and  taxes  on 

iur4,  '.'I'.l  tu  ciiiisiiler  of  >iid  prepare  a  g;: 

ii:.il=i!,  Tlutifiil,  Injil  nii.l  humltle  roprrse, 

aiiil  1,1  inii-t'i-n  relii-f,  ;-,c.    In  yuurprocee 
are  t"  Tail.;  dre  that  you  lam 


h'  \Y\:ri 


Sllbj   . 


-.<  rs  [Ti 
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proceedings,  u  appear  to  you  needful  luid  convni  ifrom  the  i;eneral  sen^r  of  the  peopi",  ar.l  such  of 


etit  to  be  commuMica^ed  for  consider.'  itm:  nnd  lo 
oh  crve  all  such  further  inatrucions  a*  you  may  r»- 
cpive;  aid  you  ^re  to  renort  your  doinifn  with  the 
doinff.^  of  the  commiasionf  rs  a'  auch  ine-eting*.  :o  tiie 


the  rcpresetitaliv^s  »»  they  htvehad  an  orysortunity 
"f  -peakitg  to,  that  when  the  assembly  does  tncct« 
(which  will  b*"  probtbly  very  soon)  the  conjures 


general  jiigf-mdy  of  ihid  colOi)3',  for  acc^fotance  and      ..,  .^    ^«««..^  i        i       «     i  -^ ^v*—  r».  «i... 

" .     .  '  ^'  •  A'lll  OP  aniroved,  and  a  recuiir  committee  for  tnt; 

approbation.  i  .  ■  •  i> 

purpose  appoin'cd;  in  the  mean  time  tlify  think 
themselves  in  so'ne  measure  authorised  to  meet 
the  confp*esf,  by  the  following  vote,  viz: 


ipprobati 

A  true  copv,  examined  by 

GEUUGB  WYLLYS,  Secretary. 

Tromas  i^'iTcH,  Mqu're,  p^ovemor  and  command 
'.    G  .     er  in  chief  of  his  mKi'^^tvN  colony  of  Con- 

^        ^^    necticut  m  New-K  v'ln'V  •"  America,         Extract  from  the  votes  And  proccedir'^rs  of  the  gf- 
To  Eliphal^t    Dyer.  Duvhl  R  .tcUiml,  and   WiWomj       neral  assembly  of  tli- colony  of  New-York. 

Samu€lJ(thi5on  etquirn^  Die  SAnin,  9*1    a  m   the  4th  April,  171. 

GOEKTrivo:  I      Mp.  Speaker  represented  to  this  house,  that  lilt 

Whereas  the  general  *s«»embly  of  the  said  siMuiioit  in  the  country  rendered  it  vastly  inconve- 
colnny  of  Connecticut,  at  their  session  holden  ailnienito  hi.-n  J.me  tocorr-Mp.md  with  the  agent  of 
Hartford  on  the  nineteenth  dHV  of  this  instant,  Sep  Ji;  .i  colony,  at  tie  court  .>f  Great  Hiitain,  and  more 
tembcr,  nominuted  and  appointed  you,  or  an)  two.psp-cially  so,  durlnjj  the  recess  of  the  house, 
of  you,  to  be  com^nisnioners  on  behalf  of  thi;*  colo.  \  Onter^.f.  Tlut  the  members  of  the  city  of  New- 
ny,  to  repair  to  New-York  to  attend  a  con«rri*«8  pni-  j  York,  or  t'»e  n^:«jor  part  of  thern,  be  a  committee  of 
posed  to  be  held  thereby  commissioners  from  the|rorrp*-.o:;d  nee  to  ci>rrespond  with  the  agent  of 
aeveral  govcmmenu  on  this  continent,  to  confer  j  this  color»v  at  the  court  of  Great  Britain  during  the 
upon  a  general  and  united.  loy«1,  humbler  and  duti;  recess  of  the  hon^'*,  concerning  the  ptiblic  suTairs 
All  representation  to  his  iniijesty  and  the  p.trliament,'(,f  xK\%  rolony;  and  th'jt  they  lay  before  the  house 
of  the  present  circumstanres  of  the  cr  lonieR,  and  .copiPH  of  .  II  such  !  •tpr.'i  ns  they  miy  write  to  him, 
the  difficulties  to  which  they  are  and  must  be  rcd'i.  nnd  hNo  -^11  such  letters  atul  advices  at  they  may 
ced  by  the  operation  of  the  acts  of  parliajient,  fi»r  receive  from  him  respecting  the  same, 
levying dtiUca  and  taxca  on  thecoionies,  and  toim-;  ^^^  ^  ,    ^  ^^^^  December.  1763. 

plorer-lief,«cc.  and  have  desirodrae  to  commission  j     ^^i.i„^,„  LlvnVstm,.  from  the  comminee  ap- 
you  accordingly.  j pointed  to  cr.rrc«:>..nd  with  the  ajjent  of  Umh colony 

I  do  therePjpc,  reposing  a  special  tnist  and  conF-lat  ihe  couri  ofGrcii  Uritain,  acquainted  the  house, 

dence  in  your  loyalty,  ability  and   good  condttct,|thai  the  c  mmi  tee  c^mceivrd  it  expedient  that  one 

hereby  eonsiitute,  atithorizc  and  comidssion  thcjor  mor'f  mcu:hcrs  stiould  he  added  to  the  said  com- 

aail  Cliphalet   Dvor,  D-vid  Rowland  and  Widiim  :mi':ce  to  ovTfr.»:ond  with  the  said  agent  about  the 

Samuel  Johnson,  esquires,  or  any  two  of  you,  foriHifiirs  oftiiis  c(>iony. 

and  on  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  repair  to  the  said  !      Ord.rvd,'V\\%\.  llob-rt  K.  Livingston,  esq.  be  add- 

city  of  New-York  on  the  first  d^y  of  October  next,  "^i  to.  and  he  made  one  of  the  said  committee  of 

or  at  the  time  which,  according  to  the  intelligence  .  correspondence. 

you  may  recciv.  of  •h-  convening  of  the  other  com-  i  ^j,  ^  ^  ^  ,     ^^^  0^.^^,„,  ,^6^ 

miasio-ters,  may  appear  to  vou  seabonable  and  beat,.      ^   .      ,   ^  »,  \  .,*        .• •.•—«,,»,,  :..i-,i  ♦,. 

. *•--   '..1  J    '.A.  .-;.k  ;»..«. ^K  «#■  .1 ..       OrfierH,  ^  hat  t|,e  satd  committee  app(»;nled  to 


^■'•Vl!'i"'"\^''*'7J"^  •''*^  h' *''"^^'^^  compared  and  examined   with 

the  fa,th,&c.  Anno  IJomin.,one  thousand  seven  hun.  ^,^^  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  general  tf 
Uf  cd  and  sisty-nve.  '  r%  ^ 

THOMAS  FITCH. 
"Ry  his  honor'a  command, 

Gkoroi  Wyllts,  Secretary. 

f  ROBKHT   R-    LlTIWeSTOS,"^    ^ 

.,    _  ..          ,         I  JoH?i  Cui/»r.H,  j 

From  the  colony  ]  „ •  .^  I. 


scnibly  of  tlu'  colony  of  Xew-York. 

l)y  ABRAHAM  LOTT,  clcrt. 

tromthecoionyof  J .,  u     '      f  S^ 

A  ino-JtTK.'tt,       /  i     .      «  C  ro 

^*       CJonxpa  BoiiDiN,     j^ 

Who  produced  the  following  appointment,  viz: 


of  .Vcrw-lorA-,     ^  William  Ratiho,  I  S    I*^^  *  mCwiHg  of  n  large  ntimber  of  the  rrprrsenta 

l  Lio.f  AHD  Li.sir:fAiii»,        J  «  livra  of  If.c  colony  of  New-Jersey,  at  the  houseof 

,        ,  .   -         ...  *i    •    •       '     Robert  Spronl,  October  3d,  1763: 

Appeared,  and  informed  the  conjcrrss  that  since .     ^^  ^^^  ^..  j^.^  „j.  ^^^  speaker  of  the  hottsc  of  rc- 

thc  above  let:er  from  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  prescnt.\tlves:»4  aforesaid, nnd  at  th-s earnest  rcq':.;'*^ 

representative*  of  .Msssachuselts  Ruy,  the  general. <>^  tnany  of  otir  constituents  t,Y?^r"n"  "^^  n"''^ 
*  .^  .1  .; method  for  humblv,  Inva'.ly ail  dutifully  p)ii.jn^ni 

asn;;mbly  of  Ncw-York  have  not  had  an  opportuni- 1  j^  peti«io«i  to  his  niajesty,  thai  he  would  he  ^t  .,ci. 
;y  of  meeting,  bni  that  they  confit'.cntly  expect,   ously  pletised  to  recommend  to  t'.ic  parliantni  of 
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CrcK  Briinin  b>  re''reu  our  f  HrvtncM  by  rrpntinjc  ■ 
■evrnl  'if  ilie  Uie  icU  nf  piriiamcnt  ■ffeciinK  Ihrl, 
norb>rn  colonic*,  p^rticiiWIy  that  called  tbe  ttanip ' 


Robert  0|?1en,  at).  Hendriclc  Piibcr,  nq,  and 
Joxph  Bnri!»n,  c*q.  we-»  rtirtclr  J  to  itlend  at  the 
congTtu  now  mci  at  Xew-York,  and  juin  tlir  mea 
aur«f  tliF.  •;  tr>  br  i^onrludeit,  Tir  thr  piirpni-i  iifir«. 
■aid,  ati'l  iqtiAc  report  oftlirir  pn.ceaiinf;*  tlier«- 
in,  at  ihe  nrxt  mrrting  of  t'.e  |;arirral  aaarmblv. 
"L^ocd  by  order.  JOHN  I.WVREXCE. 

Ilia  DlCKINtDVO  i 
■UEUL  BrTAS,    JU 

Wbn  prodiicrd  ihc  fbllawi-<|[  appointmrnt  in  gene- 
ral tMeinbly.S^ptrmberlltb,  176S,A.M. 
The  bouse  rriumed  tbe  conaideration  of  their  rr- 
■olutiim  of  yeiterday,  to  ippoint  ■  committee  i-f 
Ibreeor  more  of  iticir  membiri',  to  attend  the  ge- 
Dcriil  eanf^rcsa  of  committee*  from  tbe  leveral  tt- 
•embliei  .in  iliii  continent,  to  be  lield  at  Xew-Vork 
tm  the  firat  of  October  next,  and,  af^cr  aome  time 
■peat  therein. 

Btwhrd,  That  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Dickinaon,  Mr. 
Bryan  and  Mr.  Morton  be,  and  they  arc.  hereby, 
nominated  and  appointed  to  that  acrriee. 
X  true  cxtrut  from  the  ioumtla. 

C'H.«RL£3  MOORE, 
Clerk  of  the  anembly. 

Ex'rac!  from  the  joumalaof  thehouae-f  repreaen- 
taiirra  fi>r  thr  pr<vince  of  Permsylvanii. 
WtdntiJax,  Stpifbtr  IVk,  176S,  J.  J*.— The , 
commi'tee  Kppoinicd  in  prepare  ii.i'nielioni  fbr  thei 
(tepu>  t'-a  no^iiinated  by  lliin  home  1o  alleml  the  prn- 
pcsed  corBrtMi  at  New-York  on  the  lirit  of  nent 
nKxith,  rrpurlrd  an  cuiiy  for  that  purpnae,  ffhich  , 
tbey  presenieJ  to  the  c'lvr;  and  the  auroe  Wnif 
read  and  ■p'ceJ  to  by  Uic  houKe,  fo'.lawa  ill  tbeac 


;r  ctmnj::  -■  apfcinteJ  la  mat  ihe 
tammtuci  1/  the  tllitr  Unliah  cihUiieiuj!  cat'yiin, 
at.Vf^rmi: 

It  ii  il'>i.i>d  by  ti.e  liouie  that  yon  ahall.  with  Hie 
«omaiitt>-eK  that  luvc  been  appointed  by  ilie>everil 
Brilil'.  c  lonieson  tliii  cimiinrni  lu  meet  at  .\'cw- 

of  iht  co'niii.1,  m<X  the  diSicul'i'a  tbey  arr  and 
iiiii-.i  lie  reil'i.Ti'.  t'>,  by  the  l*te  aciii  of  ]iarlianient 
ttr  llip  levi  I'  j^  diiiiei  and  l;xca  upiin  ihrti;  euluiiinj 
and  jiiin  with ilieiiai'l  comiuiitrtsin  lny^t  and  ilii'.i- 
ful  kiidrri^^ci  tu  the  kr.^  and  U  Itie  two  bou^c.^  ul 
rarliacn^it.  humbly  rppre:icn;iri;  ilir  condiiitiii  of 
theae  ci'l..i.ira,  and  tii.pl-  rt:iK  rctitf,  \:y  a  repeal  ol 
tben^:l  ncai  o'ldy.iiiarr  Fii'iclv  required  ^o  tute 
care  tbAtytichadilreMHinwIiiciiy'i'ijhin,  ire  dmu^n 
up  ill  tl.«  rr.ual  decent  n\:A  respectful  trrmai  ao  ilbx 
»voia  evm-  ex]ire*Bion  that  mn  give  the  le.s!  of- 
fence t3  l:U  mjjst'.y  or  to  eii!:ec  Iiouse  uf  purli^- 


rei,t>odi 


edtc 


iin^'xisembly. 


iif.  A-'..:  a..d(C.K«.nR«i„i..  J  t- 
i>  Jif..,.!urt,  (  l«..iii..M'Kt;iS,  ^A 
nifltc.cnt  ui  u  fnllotr,  v-.i- 


Ccaar  Rodney  and  ThoiBaa  M'Keati,  e*qn.  ap- 
peared fr«m  the^vrmment  of  tfac  count  ira  of  ?ie« 
Caatle,  Kent  and  Sillies,  upon  Delaware,  and  ii> 
formed  thia  conf^eii,  that  the  repreacntatirt*  tf 
the  taid  ^OTemment  could  not  meet  in  ^neral  ak 
ibly  aftra  tbeabore  letter  was  wrote,  and  before 
the  firct  day  of  tbii  rnatani:  that  the  amid  aiaen.Uj 
eonaiita  only  oi  ei^btren  membera,  fUlern  nf  when 
have  appointed  the  other  three  to  attend  bir f,  lu. 
by  three  aevervl  initniment*  of  irritinc  wbtcb  ira 
in  the  wordi  follnwing.to  wit: 

Te  o'(  sAain  Iht'e  pratnti  moj  c»rp.- 

Know  IK,  That  we,  Ihe  subacribera,  IJTr  bf 
the  repreaentatirei  of  the  freemen  of  the  pivern- 
meiit  of  the  couniies  of  New-Cuatle.  Kent  and  Sui- 
■ei,  upon  Delaware,  seniihle  of  the  weigbty  and  np- 
prcB'ive  tain  impoaeJ  upon  the  good  people  of 
lliii  gnverninent  by  diver*  late  acta  of  parliameat, 
and  uf  the  |[rrat  infringfemrnl  of  the  libenici  aad 
juil  eatabli&ed  righia  of  alt  liia  majn^y'a  colaoica 
on  lliii  continent,  occaakned  by  the  laic  meaiDCt 
in  Gn^and;  and  bring  of  opinion  that  the  meibai 
pmpOMd  by  the  honorable  houar  of  uaembly  of  tke 
province  of  MDaaaehuaetta  bay  ia  the  nioai  likeht* 
obtain  aredreiiaftheiegrierancca;  and,  takio|- MO 
eonaideration  the  miafortune  we,  at  prewtti,  labcr 
under,  in  not  ha*ing  it  in  our  power  to  conrcH,  u 
a  houie,  and.  In  a  regular  manner,  to  appoist  ■  eav- 
iritlee;  yel,  leiiloua  for  the  happineaa  of  ourcta- 
itituenta,  think  it  our  duty,  in  thia  way,  to  lerte 
them  aa  rauc)'  ai  in  u*  liei,  (aiaured  of  tbe  beany 
■pprobaiion  of  any  future  houaeofaaiembly  of  Ihia 
Kovt'rnmcnij;  and,  therefore,  do  hereby  noniMLe 
\%nA  app'iinl  Jacob  Kolli>ct:,  Thomaa  M'Kean  and 
'  Cxtsr  Itodiiry,  eaqn.  tliree  of  the  reprcaenlatWta 
uftlie  name  cuTenimml,  a  cnniTnittre,  to  repair  t* 
the  city  of  New. York  on  the  firat  day  in  October 
I  next,  and  there  to  join  with  the  commiltcn  Hntby 
the  iitlirr  pmvinreii,  in  one  united  and  la>i1  peiiTioa 
10  Ilia  mijeiily,  and  re n-.ona* ranee  to  tbe  honorable 
hiiuae  of  common*  of  Great  Britain,  aicaimit  the 
aloreiiaid  acts  of  pKrliament,  therein  duiifully,  >et 
mn«t  (irmly,  a*arrtin)(  the  culonies'  richi  of  Ciclu- 
■inn  from  parliamciilary  laxaiion;  and  prating  that 
Ihry  may  not,  in  any  inalance,  be  alripped  uf  tie 
:  vncii'nl  and  rooat  Talu;<ble  privilege  cf  a  tri>l  by 
tlieir  peera,  and  most  humbly  imploring  relief 
In  lebtimuny  wlureof,  we  have  hereunto  tetoor 
hands,  ai'Xewl;mle,tbetweniy.firai(;*y  of 
September.  Aiiiiu  que  Domini,  1765. 
F,VAX  RICE, 
THOM.^SCOOK, 
WILLIAM  ARMSTROS&, 
!  IIF-ORGF.  MONItOK. 

JOHS  EVANS. 
KoH  nunts,  u  wil.- 
I  Vi't,  U']ic»e  names  are  here  underirrillen,  nea- 
bera  of  llie  general  aasrmbly  nf  the  fravtmiDenl  af 
I  tlie  ciiimtics  uf  Xiw  Castle,  Kent  and  au^sri.  upoa 
:  I).-Uiv*re,  f.-r  li.e  sai.l  eou.ity  of  Kent,  though  »eo- 
i  kib'.c  of  the  impropriety  of  utuming  the  fiinclinnt 
\  of  ■ssrn.bjyrnen  during  llirreccBK  of  our  liauie,  ><L 
•  zcaliiH  in  ciiiiciir  in  auy  meaaure  which  mi^  be 
!pro.!iii'tivr  nf  a.lTa^itage  tii  llii>  g  rrrnirie->i  acdlbe 

I  in  Ki^ni'i'.l,  have  ap;.i.irited,  t-\,  ai  Tniiiii  1.  in  ui 
,  lici,  dn  appoint,  Jioili  Kniloek,  raq.  <:x£':ir  lid-iiityi 
:  esq.  and  Th?:iij«  M-Kean,  erq.  meiiitit-i-:  uf  nW  aa> 
fC-^-.y.y,  la  bu  a  committee  tu  nik.;i  witli  iLe  ..t!i» 
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committees  already  appointed,  or  to  he  appointed,  i restrain tt  lately  lud  on  their  trade  and  rommerce* 
by  the  several  and  respective  assemblies  of  saidiand  especially  frm  the  taxes  imp<is*d  by  in  acv  ok* 


otlier  col'  nies,  at  the  cny  oF  New-York,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  iti  October  next,  in  conjunction  with  the 
other  com  mi*  tees,  to  consider  of  the  present  dis 
tre«!(fiil  circumstances  of  the  Shid  cnlonien,  occa- 
sioned, in  some  measure,  (.is  we  apprehend),  by  se- 
veral late  acta  of  parliament,  and  to  join  wiih  them 
in  an  humble  address  to  his  most^raciou^  majesty, 
and  the  parliame  t  of  Great  Hritam,  for  the  redress 
of  our  grievance*!,  or  in  any  other  expedient  that 
•hall  be  aj^reed  on,  by  the  said  committers,  which 
may  tend  to  promote  tlie  utility  and  ^»elfare  of  the 
Urilish  dominions  in  America. 

JOHN  VINING, 
JOHN  CATON, 
JOHN  BARNS, 
WILLIAM  KILLEN, 
VINCENT  LOCKEKMAN. 
September  13th,  1765. 


tl^.e  last  session  of  psirliament  f^rantini;  and  apply - 
inff  certain  stamp  duties  and  other  duties  in  the  Bri« 
tish  Cf)loiue8  Hud  pUntations  in  Anierica,  whereby 
ihey  are  deprivetl.  in  ai»me  instances,  of  that  invalu- 
able privile^ie  of  Knj^listimen  and  Dritih  subjects-^ 
trials  by  juries,  that  you  take  care  that  such  repre- 
sentation alisU  htimhiy  and  decently,  but  exp'-eftsly, 
con*ain  and  assertion  of  the  righti  of  the  colonies 
to  be  exempt  fro-T>  nil  and  every  rax'Jti-<ns  wnd  im- 
positions upon  tbrir  persons  4iid  properties  to  which 
they  do  not  consent  in  a  le^yislalive  wav,  either  by 
themselves  or  hy  their  rrpreseutativesf  by  them 
freely  chosen  and  appointed. 

Sicked  by  order  of  vhe  hous% 

ROUERI*  LLOYD.  Spe:kker 

From  the  province  o<  Sm  "'*''*^  ^:"*'"' 
South. CaroHna.      V  -^^^   =  «•  »«»" 

CJOil'  RUTBSDO 

Who  profluced  the  follow  inp^  appoiutmenti 


Sunejr  cwmty^  to  vit: 

Wx,  who?p  names  ar^hcre  underwritten,  mem- 
bers  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  government  of  j .    T^f'vrtflay,  23th  Jutif,  1765.— Thr  hou^e.  (sccord- 
the  counties  of  Xew-Casile,  Kent  and  Sussf  x,  upon  |  [^K  [^ ^'^^'').J?,"^  into  rnnsider -  \  iin  tSe  letter  from 

laat 
<pent 
any  measure  w.iicii  may  oei*""'"''"*  •-"'••^"••.  *  ■*  ..... t-Mi  LiTi  --  r-T.-rredto 
p-od!»rtive  nf  11  Uania^e  to  this  government  and  the  \  *  committee  of  the  following  CT^ntlemen,  viz:  capt. 
other  colonies  on  the  continent  of  America  in  gene- ^****^*'»»  *'^-  Wright.  Mr.  C;«llard,  Mr/  Wr-gg, 
I**,  have  appoi.ttd,  and,  as  much  hs  in  us  lies,  doj  ^'**-  Pardon.:,  Mr.  I>inckney,  colonel  Uiwrence,  Mr. 
appoi'it  Jarcb  K  .l.or.k,c-«l  Cse-iar  R  ..!noy,  esq  and  j  Rutl«lg^  Mr.  MhnigiuU  and  Mr.  Drayton. 
Th^<n.iH  M*Kean,  cifj.  mctubiTS  ot  the  said  aHsem  j  Fritlny,  26M  July,  1765.^CapUin  Gadsden  re- 
bly,  to  he  a  commi'ten  to  .neet  A-ii'i  the  other  com- •pnrie<?,  from  the  ronmittee  appointed  to  consider 
mitrrcs  ih-fudy  appointed,  or  to  lift  uppo.ntcd,  by  of  the  letter  sent  from  the  speaker  of  the  house  of 
the  Bcvral  ani  respective  asaeMblie.H  of  the  suid  roprcsentatives  of  the  nrovincr  of  MinsAcMusetts- 
oth?r  co)oni.»8,  ai  iheciiy  of  Xew.York,on  the  fir«t;bay  to  the  spek«T  of  this  hnns*,  and  to  repor*  their 
T«*!«iUy  i'l  Ociobfr  next,  in  conjunciion  with  tl»e|npinion  thereupon  of  th-  exT  liency  and  titility  of 
•aid  oi  ler  cmnmittees,  to  consider  of  the  present  the  meii.<tiire4  therein  prop,  se  I.  an'Tthebcst  means 
di3'r*-ssful  circuiti«ianr.is  of  the  said  coh)niea,  occa-  .of  »»frerting  the  relief  thrre'n  mentioned: 
•fO'cd,  i:i  lome  mcasisre,  (as  we  apprehend),  by  ae- 1  T!.at  they  are  of  opinion  'l.e  measure  therein  pro. 
veral  laie  acti  of  parliamrnt;  and  to  join  witJi  them  |  nosed  is  prudent  and  necessiiry,  und  therefore  re- 
in an  humble  address  to  his  mo:*?  gr«cious  m.jesty  {commend  to  the  fiouae  to  send  a  committee  to  meet 
«nd  tile  parli^aimt  of  c;reat  Britain  for  redr»S!.  of:  the  commit' ees  from  the  housfs  of  representatives 
our  »;rievances;  or  on  any  other  expedient,  thal.sh:iilinr  burgesses  of  i^-^  srveral  Ilr  tish  colonies  on  the 
be  Jf;reed  on  by  the  sa'.d  committees,  which  may  I  continent,  at  New-York,  on  the  first  Tuesdry  in  Oc' 
fend  t'j  promote  the  utility  and  welfare  of  the  Bri-;tober  next. 

tish  dominions  in  America.  j     That  the  said  committee  he  orjTrred  to  conrjlt 

1)  \  VID  FIALL,  j  there,  with  those  ot5;er  commit  te«*«,  on  the  present 

BKNJ'N.  BURTON,       | circumstances  of  the  eolonie«,  ^nd  the  d:ffi.  nlties 
LEVI.V  CRAPPER,  which  ^liey  are  and  mu«'  b*'  reduced  to,  bv  theope- 

ru'i'n  of  theactsof  p'.rliament  for  levyingdiities  and 


September  ITth,  ir65. 
From  the  province  of  Oyi"iA»  Mr.nocK.^  5 


.Harifluntlt 


.nWAan  Tiloh. _  ^ 

Q,  I'llOMAS  RlHdOOLD.    J  "^ 

Iiutrueiiom  from  the  honorable  the  lower  h.me  of  ai- 

temh'y  of  the  prox*ince  */*  .Maryland.' 
To  William  .Murd  >ck,  Edwartl  Tilgtiman  and  ThoR. 
Rmggold,  esqrs.  a  committee  appointed  to  j.>in 
the  ae%'«ral  com  nilires  from  \he  several  colonies 
in  A'.fTica,  at  New  York: 

Ce«/Vu(r;i— Yoti  are  to  repair  ImmeJia'.ely  to 
the  city  of  New- York,  in  the  province  of  NeA-.York, 


TIIO'S  KOHLN-ON,        n^i'n  of  theactsofp-.rliament  for  levying( 
JACOB  KOLLOCK,jun.. taxes  on  the  rolonirS;  ■«••<'  to  cm^idrr  of  a  general 

Iwid  united,  loy^l  and  humble  r*'pr»»ei»t-4ti»n  of  heir 
|con<fi'ion  to  l:i-  mijesty  an  I  the  parliment,  and  to 
implore  relief;  «h«t  the  nsult  of  their  co'sMVatlon 
shall,  at  their  reMir-,  he  immediatily  lai.l  before 
the  hi)use,  to  be  coufirmod  or  not,  an  t:>e  house  shall 
think  proper. 

And  the  said  report  heinij  d^'ive*^d  In  at  the. 
clerk's  table  and  rrad  a  second  time,  t!:e  question 
was  severally  put,  that  the  hous-  do  airre*-  to  the 
first,  second  and  third  nar«graphs  of  this  rep. >ri^ 
It  was  re<(olvod  in  theaflirmative. 

Fnday2d  ,hitrti»t„  1765  — Motjor*  heirj^  m*'!**,  re- 
noivcdf  Wm\1  thin  hmse  wdl  prorideasiim  S'lfii'-irnt 


andther'^jom  with  i  he  committees  from  the  hmises  m  <!tfray  the  chnrges  and  exprnces  of  a  committee 
of  repre*cnlative3of  the  other  colonies,  in  a  ueur  !of  three  gehtlemen  on  accooni  af  their  ^oitg  to, 
ral  md  united,  loy  d  and  hu-nhle  represci.'aion  to]  convening  at,  and  retumini:  from  the  meeting  of 
his  majr».ry  ar.'l  ihe  British  p^rliwment,  of  tliecir  the  several  committees  proposed  to  tsscmhle  at 
cum-it-inces  and  condition  of  the  British  coloni  -.h  «nd  .  New.York  on  the  1st  Teusdax  in  October  n»xt.  to 
pbnutions,  and  to  pray  relief  from  the  burthens  and !  constilt  there  with  those  other  committeee  on  the 
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present  circiirnstances  of  the  c'lonicft,  and  the  clir-]nist%  with  the  several  inconvpniencea  and  hard 
ficuhies  which  thpv  are  and  must  be  reduced  to  bv 


the  operation  of  the  nets  of  parlijment  for  levyiii.^ 
duties  and  tuxes  on  l!ie  colonies,  and  to  consider  ol 
a  general,  united,  dutiful,  loyal  and  humble  r^pre 


ships  to  which  they  are  and  must  be  subjected  b} 
the  operation  of  several  late  acta  of  parliament,  par- 
ticuUrly  the  act  called  the  stamp  act;   and  aAcr 


sentation  of  their  con iii ion  to  hu  msiesty  widlhcl  ^^^  ,.^.  .^<.„#  *\.^^:^  ik^..^..  «.—  w^^t^^m^ 
^    1    _     .       J  .     ._  .  «^     %.  r       'f     ^  some  time  spent  therein,  tbaaame  was  postpoaed 

parliament,  and  to  implore  relief.  .  '  '  "^    ^^ 

Ord^ed,    That  Uie  public  ircaNisrer  do  advnce  'or  further  consMcration, 


out  of  any  monies  in  his  hands,  to  thesitid  rommii' 


iiefilved.  That  this  bou6C  will  reimburse  the 
trea-iirerihesaid  sum. 

Ordered,  That  the  followinf^  peniU^men  he  ap- 
pointed A  committee  'or  the  pn  Jmisp  ifore-aid,  viz: 
Mr.  Thomas  Lynch,  Mr.  Chrisluplier  (iudsden  and 
Mr.  Jjiin  Uutied|^e. 

Thurtiiay,  bth  Jugu»t^  1765.  — f)  r/rrf  J.  That  the 
said  speaker  inform  Thomas  Lyncii,  Christopher 
Gadsden  and  John  Untled^e,  eKquires,  that  they 
are  appointed  a  coinmiiiee  to  meet  t]M>.  commit  tees 
of  the  several  other  colonies  on  the  conti  i^nt,  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  UCvOber  nest,  at  Nm-.York;  and 


Tlien  the  congress  a-ijoumed    until    to-morrov 


tee,  a  sum  not  exceeding  six  huiulred  pounds  &ier-  ^,,^. ..    .  .     . 

liiig.  for  the  purpose  afol^said.  *  '"«™»"»-  '^  °  ^»^«^>^- 

IVedneadny,    Oct.  9rA,  1765,  .J.  ►V.— Then  the 

congress  met  according  to  adjournment.    The  cob- 


gress  resumed  the  considerilion  of  the  rights  aad 
privilfg^s  uf  tlie  Uritisb  American  colonists,  he. 
Xht  same  wai  referred  after  sun.lry  debates,  for 
f'irther  consideration. 

Then  the  cong^ress  adjourned  until  to-flMrrsw 
rooming,  11  o*clock- 

Thurtduy,  Oct,  lOrA,  1765,  ^.  •Yf.-^Tben  the  can- 


that  he  do  acquaint  them  i?  is  the  desire  of  th*»  gress  met  according  to  a.! jnumment.  and  reaiiaed, 

house,  that  they  repair  to  Veur-Yurk  on  the  said; -^         ^•..j  ..       «  i  •!  «\    a- ^^i.^m   i-i^w 

^    ...I  •    #1  .  u-.. -.^  ♦  r     .u         ^--»^-    '  &c.  as  yesterday — aad  then  adjou  rncu  to  10  o  clock, 

first  1  uesaay  I.I  October  next,  f<»r  the  purpose  men- j  '  -^  ^  •» 

tioned  in  the  report  of  ihc  commiuee,  ab  aj^reed' to-mf'rro"v  morning. 

to  by  this  i.yUiL*  on  Friday  the  26ili  day  of  July      Friday,   Oct.  11/6,  1765,  A.  J/.— The  congresi 

last 

A  I—  ?  Ti,-*  ii  -«*  ^^^-^^  «!'  .1  «  ^.^.««4'««.«  «P  niet  according  to  adjournment,  and  resumed,  fc-ai 

Ordered,    That  tb"ee  con;es  of  the  proceedings  or}  »  j  •  ^ 

Ihi*  house  relaiivc  lothe  Haid  mailer,  be  made  out  yesterday— and  then  adjourned  to  10  o'clock,  lo- 
and  signed  by  the  speaker,  and  that  he  deliver  one  inorrow  morning, 
uf  the  Si»ii  copies  to  each  of  t!:e  mid  gentlemen.     (      _         ,       ^ 


Saivrday,  Oc/.  1 2th,  1765,  .9.  .^f. — ^The  eongKsi 


RAW:  LOW  N i;i:s,  Speaker.     . 

i  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  resumed,  be 
Then  the  said  committees  proceeded  to  choose  t:  j  ^     %.     j     _.« 

'  as  yesterday— and  then  adjourned  to  Monday  run 

chairman  by  ballot;  and  Timotuy  Hcuolcn,  esq.  on 

sorting  and  counting  the  votes,  appeared  to  h4ve 

a  majority— and  thereupon  was  placed  in  the  chair. 

/^crso/wr/.nem.  con.  That  Mr.  .^/jri  C&r.'OM  be  clerk.  i  ,i  ^«    j-^.    .^j  .^  ,* -*, 

'  as  on  S.itiirday  last — and  then  adjourned  to  lo-flBcr 


ing  next,  10  o'clock. 

Monday,  Oct.  14/A,  1765,  .9.  M, — The  congrcfs 
met  accor.-^ing  to  adjournment,  and  resumed,  &G. 


to  this  congress  during  the  continuance  thereof. 


row  mfiniing,  9  o'clock. 


Then  the  congress  took  into  consideralion  the  .  ^n,r«« 

**  j      I uesiicv,  Oct.  lof/i,  IfbSt  A.  •If— The  cor.grcsc 


several  appointments  of  the  committees  from  New-' 


York,  NvW  Jersey,  and  the  government  of  the  low- ; 

7  •    '  J 


Imct  according  I')  adjournment,  and  resumed,  2bC 


;as  vestenlav— and   then    adiourned  to  to-mcrrGw 

er  counties  0!»  Delaware— und  ; '   .        o    t^i     v 

.       '  morning,  9  o  clock. 

Retolvf.d,  ;if/K.  con.  That  the  same  are  sufTiCient:  tu- -.-. 

'  n  ednesdiiy^    Oct.   I6//1,    1  /  65,   •v.   Jii — The  car. 

to  <iualifv  the  Denilemen  therein  named,  to  sit  in  r      •       i-  .       j         «  j 

*        •  «»  '  gross  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  reaamec. 

congress.  .  ^^^  ^^  yesterday — and  then  adjourned  to  to-morrsn 

morning,  9  oVloc!c. 

T.'tundir',  Or:.  17 th,  1765,  .^.  .V. — The  congresi 
met  ucr.trdln^  to  adjournment,  and  resumed,  &.c 


J^CMohed  lUo,  That  the  committee  of  each  colo- 
ny, shall  htve  one  voice  only,  in  determining  any 
questions  thit  sh  dl  arise  in  tlie  coivjjrcss. 

Then  tl.c  congress  adjourned  until  to  morrow 
morning,  9  oVlock. 

TucHtUiiu  Oct. St -1,1765,  .'7.  J/.— Tlif^  congress  met 
according  to  adjournment.     Upon  molion,  voted, 


as  ycsterdny — and  then  adjourned   to  to^morrof 
morning,  9  o'clock. 
Fvidcy,    Oct.  l^th,  1765,  .i.  J/.— The  congrcis 

m«t  according  to  a'^joumment,  and  resumed,  S.: 

that  the   provinces  bet  »9  adjourned  to.     Voted,  ,      ,  ,    ..  j.^   ««    1    *     .  -^^. 

',  \  J  •  2^3   yesterdav — and   then  adjourned   to  to-m'Jrro» 

that  Mr.  justice  L:viiit<s'..)R,  Mr.  Mclvcan  and  Mr.  o    1  1     ' 

**  "        '  mornmg,  9  o'cloc*. 

Rntlfv'iire  be  a  committee  to  inc;>ect  the  proceed-        ..         .       ^  .   ,„  ,    ,-./.-     1     i«      ^t.  

•^  '  *  Saturdny,  Oct.  19;/i,  176d,  A.  -1/. — The  congress 

met  according  to  adjournment,  and  re^unipi,  Scc- 

as  yesterday;  and  upon  mature  deliberation,  agreed 

to  the  following  declarations   of  the   righ:s  an^ 


ings  and  minutes,  and  corr'^ct  the  same. 

Then  the  congress  lur.k  into  consideration  the 
lights  and  privileges  o'the  l;rii>!i  .\mtn'*un  colo- 


(There   P}"»pfarj  to  be  some   c'Vir  Mere. — (Kn.    :ricv:inces  of  the  culon":!«t»  in  America,  which  where 
Rfo.  .ordered  to  be  inserted- 
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The  members  of  this  congpress,  sincerely  derot- 
^,  with  the  warmest  sentiments  of  sffection  and 
duty  to  his  majesty's  person  and  government;  in- 
violably  attached  to  the  present  happy  establisti- 
ment  of  the  protestant  succession,  and  with  minds 
deeply  impressed  by  a  sense  of  the  present  and 
impending  misfortunes  of  the  British  colonies  on 
this  continent;  having  considered  as  maturely  as 
time  would  permit,  the  circumstances  of  the  said 
colonies,  esteem  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  make 
the  following  declarations,  of  our  humble  opinion, 
respecting  the  most  essential  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  colonists,  and  of  the  grievances  under  which 
they  labor,  by  reason  of  several  late  acts  of  parlia- 
ment. 

1st.  That  his  majesty's  subjects  in  these  colonies, 
owe  the  same  allegiance  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, that  is  owing  from  his  subjects  bom  wiihin  the 
realm,  and  all  due  subordination  to  that  august  bo- 
dy, the  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

2d.  That  his  majesty's  liege  subjects  in  these  co- 
lonies are  entitled  to  all  the  inherent  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  his  natural  bom  subjects  within  the  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain. 

3d.  That  it  is  inseparably  essential  to  the  freedom 
of  a  people,and  the  undoubted  rights  of  Knglishmen, 
that  no  taxes  should  be  imposed  on  them,  but  with 
their  own  consent,  given  personally,  or  by  their  re- 
presentatives. 

4th.  That  the  people  ofthese  colonies  are  not,  and 
trom  their  local  circumstsnces.cannot  be,  represent- 
ed in  the  house  of  commons  in  Great  Britain. 


with  Great  Britain,  mutually  affectionate  and  ad-  . 
vantageoiis. 

13th.  That  it  is  the  right  of  the  British  subjects 
in  these  colonies,  to  petition  the  king  or  either  house 
of  parliament. 

Lastly,  That  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  these 
colonies  to  the  best  of  sovereigpns,  to  the  mother 
country,  and  to  themselves,  to  endeavor,  by  a  loyal 
and  dutiful  address  to  his  majesty,  and  humble  ap« 
plic^ition  to  both  houses  of  parliament,  to  procure 
the  repeal  of  the  act  for  granting  and  applying 
certain  stamp  duties,  of  all  clauses  of  any  other  acts 
of  parliament,  whereby  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ad- 
miralty is  extended  as  aforesaid,  and  of  the  other 
late  acts  for  the  restriction  of  the  American  com- 
merce-,, 

Upon  motion,  voted,  that  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
William  Samuel  Johnson  and  Willfam  Murdock, 
Esqrs.  be  a  committee  to  prepare  an  address  to  his 
majesty,  and  lay  the  same  before  the  congress  OQ 
Monday  next. 

Voted  also,  that  John  Rutledge,  Edward  Tilgh- 
man  and  Philip  Livingston,  Esqrs.  be  a  committee 
to  prepare  a  memorial  and  petition  to  the  lords  in 
parliament,  and  lay  the  same  before  Xht  congress  on 
Monday  next. 

Voted  {ilso,  that  Thomas  Lynch,  James  Otis  and 
Thomas  McKean,  Esqrs.  be  a  committee  to  prepare 
a  petition  to  the  house  of  commons  of  Great  Britain^ 


5th.  That  the  only  representatives  of  the  people 
of  these  colonies,  are  persons  chosen  therein,  by       .  ,      ^,  l  r       *i  m     j 

themselvcf;;  and  that  no  taxes  ever  have  been,  oj  »"**  ^^^  ^^«  ""*«  ^'^^^^  ^«  congress  on  Monday 
can  be  constitutionally  imposed  on  them,  but  by  next. 


their  respective  legislatures. 

6th.  That  all  supplies  to  the  crown,  being  free 
^ifts  of  the  people,  it  is  unreasonable  and  inconsis- 
tent with  the  principle*  and  spirit  of  the  British  con- 
stitution, for  the  people  of  Great  Britain  to  grant 
to  his  majesty  the  property  of  the  colonists. 

7th.  That  trial  by  jury  is  the  inherent  and  inval- 
uable right  of  every  iintish  subject  in  these  colo- 
nies. 

8th.  That  the  late  act  of  parliament,  entitled.  An 
act  for  granting  and  applying  certain  stamp  dutiesi, 
and  other  duties  in  the  Uritish  colonies  and  plan- 
tations in  America,  Sec.  by  imposing  taxes  on  the 
inhabitants  of  these,  colonies,  and  thesaid  act,  and 
several  other  acts,  by  extending  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  courts  of  admiralty  beyond  its  ancient  limits, 
have  a  manifest  tendency  to  subvert  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  colonists.    . 

9th.  That  the  duties  imposed  by  several  late  acts 
of  parliament,  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
these  colonies,  will  be  extremely  burthensome  and 
f^revious,  and  from  the  scarcity  uf  specie,  the  pay- 
ment of  them  absolutely  impracticable. 

lO'.h.  That  as  the  profits  of  the  trade  ofthese  co- 
loMies  ultimately  centre  in  Great  Britain,  to  pay  for 
tiie  manufactures  which  they  are  obliged  to  take 
from  thence,  they  eventually  contribute  very  large- 
ly to  all  supplies  granted  there  to  the  crown. 

.    1 1^^;  l'*'^^  ,V^«  restrictions  imposed  by  several ,  ^^^^^  ^^      j^i^  ^„  ^^e  table,  and  humbly 

late  acts  of  parliament,  on  the  trade  of  these  colonies,  :«^*^      '  '  ' 

will  render  them  unable  to  purchase  the  manufac-  submitted  to  the  correction  of  the  congress. 


Then  the  congress  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at 
12  o'clock. 

Mondtiin,  Oct,  21t/,  1765,  A,  «lf.— The  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  an  address  to  his 
majesty,  did  report,  that  tliey  have  essayed  a  draught 
for  that  purpose,  which  they  laid  on  the  table,  and 
humbly  submitted  to  the  correction  of  the  congress. 

The  said  address  was  read,  and,  after  sundry 
amendments,  the  same  was  approved  of  by  the  con- 
gress, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
a  memorial  and  petition  to  the  lords  in  parliament 
did  report  that  they  had  essayed  a  draught  for  that 
purpose,  which  they  laid  on  the  table,  and  humbly 
submitted  to  the  correction  of  the  congress. 

The  said  address  was  read,  and  after  sundry 
amendments,  the  same  was  approved  of  by  the  con- 
gress, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
a  petition  to  the  house  of  commons  of  Great  Britain, 
did  report  that  they  had  essayed  a  draugt  for  that 


tnres  of  Great  Britain. 

12th.  That  the  increase,  prosperity  and  happiness 
of  thcjic  colonies,  depend  on  the  full  and  fi  ee  enjoy- 
ment of  their  rights  and  liberties.and  an  intercourse, '  gress  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 


The  aaid  address  was  read,  and  after  sundry 
amendments,  the  same  was  approved  of  by  the  coa- 


5^ 
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Then  Uie  congress  ai^journed  to  to-morrow  mom-f  9  trc  required  for  the  support  of  your  govemirnt 
IT  Mt  o    »  irtrV  "^■*'''  ^^'^^h  tml, other  public  exigencies,  snd  triili 

by  their  pc  ert.  Dy  the  one  they  are  securer!  from 


irg,  St  9  u'clock. 

Tuetttay,  Ort  22'U  1765,  .*.  .1/— Tlie  congress 


unro^Ronable  impositinns,  mid  by  the  other  from  the 


*,.      ^      J-  -.   in-     II ,^  I  •    :«rhitrsry  drriMons  oftheexeca^iTepower.TI  ccon- 

met  accordMiR  to  .djournment.  Ihe  .<!<lrc«to  1...  ,.^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^,^^^^  VAtrtin,  to  the  mh.bitwU  of 

• ^..  1- _r J I I    -^-....-.^^l        -  .  ..•■•_.-    _t t..^-! ^^ 


oinjrsty  being  engrossed,  wss  read  and  compared, 
and  is  as  MIoa's,  viz: 

To  the  kinff*s  mott  cxct  lent  majesty^ 

The  petition  rf  ihf  ffeJ'-oldrrs  mmX  oxY.rv  inhabl* 
tantii  of  ihe  MaSRir.hMset*.  liav,  Hlmde  Inland  ard 
Provitlence  IMnnJationa,  Nev    Jcrsrv,   Pcnn*rl. 


—      __-      _^       — .  —  —       -  _         _         p 

V'TifrisM,  we  ardently  imp!ore»  as  absolutely  neces* 
.'  ary  lo  nnile  tlie  sfver^l  parts  of  ynur  wide  extend- 
<'d  doiriniiins,  in  that  harmony  »o  essential  to  the 
prrservat  i()«.  and  hayipiness  of  the  whole.  Protected 
iii  the«»f  libi-rilpM,  ihe  crooluments  Great  Britain re« 
crivea  f:om  us,  !»o\vf  ver  great  at  present,  are  incoii- 
sidpr*blf,  cnnipDrrd  wi^h  thrse  she  hat  the  fairest 


.,,,..  ,       ,       .      treasure,  have  happily       xhe  invaluable  rights  oftaxing  ourselves  and  triil 

a'!dH  thes^  v.st  and  extensive  dominioKS  to  the  .    ^^^^  p^rs,  of  which  we  implore  your  majrr.' 

empire  of  Great  Britain.  p'rotedion.  arc  not.  we  most  hutr.bly  conceive,  u- 


4iv*  ■,  i-«li.'.' li-y.  bHrlMri**"!;  the  ruiT'Srr  cf  Iln  ishi^.j  \\  lli'-i;- .-iM-ipirio'js  influence  nn  the  pri?pf:i!y 
SM  i'Cts  V  ("».1f.  f,;\|\  iivr»ise«\  a-wj  »'.•?  w  •.  h'1!i  -f  t'.'f  rri'.i'.h  r' •iiiinions,  g-y' cO"vir.red  by  thf  mr?t 
an  '  p.v.ver  oflireat  lJ:i:a";n  pi-.j;:oit:i):u'jl;^  i^i^tnen- '  alT- r''M  r  prii>if<»  of  ^om;-  m;ii'.*'«l}*s  pnternal  live  to 


'■  .■ "bj' 

t.-.r>;  cvr  r-^nnfr-.l'jn  wi»h  ihi«  eiiipire  ve  cs'.cern!  .Ms  con'ir.pnt,  an  1  li>  Uy  the  same  before  your  m»- 

owr  ^rrutcit  lv<i»pi'irss  and  s'ct.rity,  an»i  hiimMy  i  jr  »i.\*s  pHflii-picnl,  and  to  aiiord  t'lem  8\ich  rrlieF,  as 

cor.rtivr  i'  may  runv  hp  s)  est  bli-^'d  bv  \c«!r  n-yul !  in  your  rviyal  wimloin  liiejr  uithappy  circumalkTiCes 

wU'.TT,  as  '0  envluro  to  tic  ljU'--t  perJD'l  of  time; 'sljall  be  jud^i'il  to  require. 

tl.i",  wiUi  tlic.mo'st  !iumMe  si»')m.ssi  n  to  \our  ma-  And  \our  pciioners  will  pray,  & 

\f  iv,  w"  lipvrf  -ifud  will  be  most  efl>clMhHv  accom- 

*  -  _     - 


pli^'.ipd  I'V  ^'xi'P  ti.e  pillars  ilicrrnf  on  lihcriy  Hnd 


&c. 


Tlie  memorial  to  the  lords  in  parliament  beinp 


■         r  w     .   u^  .1         •     ■  1       *•  I    '  enerossed,  wa*  rcavl  tna  compared,  ana  is  as  iti- 

l-f-i  nfyc'ir  subjects  here,  upon  tl:c  pri:Ciples  of  the'      o  » 

r-»t;|is!i  consiivMtion.     To  t' is  onsti'.uvion,  theseliows,  viz: 


tu'i  i>iin3ipl''«i  .'re  ess-nii-l;  the  right  ofvourfaith- 
?!'l  sr.b.e  "  J  tV(  fly  to  gra'it  to  your  njujes'.y  such  aids 


Fo  the  ritrht  honor nl^e  the  hrtls  tpiritual  and  few^> 
ral  of  Great  Bntari,  in  parliamcut  a%umb'^ed. 

The  memorial  of  the  freeholders  'ii '  o.her  inbabi- 


:  S.nitli  Carolina^  we  presume,  is  omitted  in  the   -     --  

ropy.— [Ko.  '     tants  cf  the  MRs^Jscbusfltb  Bay,  R.icde  liland  «Dd 
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FrOTiilrnce Plintttion*,  NewJericy,  Penn»yl»»-|fu<uwgriev»nces,  thereby  pto-iotinjt  (hei 
nil,  the  Kovernmeat  of  the  e»un'ie»  of  New-lterfU  of  tlre.t  llriuin  »aA  Americ»,  i> 
Cwtl^  Kent  ■•id  Suiiex  upon  nelaware,  wd  pro-  lori"hip<,  in  )'our  (treat  wisdom,  «h«l I  ■( 
vineeuf  Miryliftd,  in  America,  1  conducive  inJ  effectukl  m  ilui  iinpori-.ii 

\nd  jour  memorUi:»l»  uJll  i-tiy,  &e. 

JIfut  hua&ls  lAriHlA,  | 

Th«  hi.Tr.JMty'ili»jr«  -Ajectji     The.nhe eongrew  «1Joumed  i. 

in  hii  AmepiE«n  cotomei,  thougli  lliiy  »tlf  -       '  —  "  "'-'"-•' 

ieilcei  due  subnrdinition  ;□  I'lat  au^^iutbo'ly. 

B  itish  putia-nent,  are  entiiled.  in  tSe  opinio 

your memorUli«ts, to  ill  tie  inlierii  richtt  ini' 

eriie*  of  (he  naii^ei  of  Crer-t  Itrit^iii,  nnd  have, 

ever  tince  the  lettlenirTit  nf  the  aniil  colorUi.  i 

crritrd  thaie  rigUti  tml  liberties,  as  far  aa  tli 

loenl  cireumllaiiceB  would  pi.rntit.   . 

Th'it  your  meTHirialiiitB  bumbly  cnnceive  lliat  < 

of  the   moit  easential   rigbH  of  t'lese   colooiL 

vhieli  thry  have  CTCr  l^tl  la'.ely  unintetrupledly 

joyed,  to  be  trial  by  jury. 

That  your  memonaluita  alio  humbly    conce 

anotherof  the>e  eisential  rif^ti,  to  be  tiie  ein 

tion  from  all  laiet,  but  inch  i«  are  impon 


iredntid^iy,  Oct  Mr/  ir6S,  .*.  .Ml— The  congrcn 

jnet  accordinj;  to  adjoiirnment- 
The  pelitiun  to  the  liouie  of  commona  being  en- 

^maed,  wit  read  aoJ  compared,  and  ii   at  fol- 


T#  Ita  hsa 


1  these  c"lo. 
ts  they  huve alio,  till  oflmte  eiijoy- 
BQ.  11 II  yimr  me.norisiliitj  huoiblf  be^  le^ve  to 
repretent  to  your  lordihipi,  that  the  act  for  ipant- 
ing  certain  alimp  dulieg  in  tlie  Rfitiah  colonn  i  in 
America,  &c.  lilii  hii  mijealy'a  American  suhjccK 
with  the  deepest  concern,  aj  it  tendi  to  deprive 
them  of  the  twofunlamental  and  invaluable  n^'ils 
■iidliberi.ieaahDVpjnemioneHnndthitie»eriloilifr 
late  acta  of  parliament,  which  extend  the  jurisdic- 
tion and  power  of  court)  of  admiralty  in  the  pUi>- 
tations  beyond  tbeir  limi'.a  in  Great  nrituin,  there- 
by  moke  an  unneceaaary,  unhappy  dialincljon,  u  \a 
the  mod  ea  oft  rial  between  u«  lad  our  frilaw  9ub< 
jecls  there,  by  whom  we  ncTcr  have  been  cicelled 
in  duty  and  loyally  to  our  aorereif^. 

Thiit,  fhiin  t'lge  natural  conneclioii  brtwci 
Britain  and  America,  the  ptrpdual  conlinuaui^eo/ 
which  youTmemnrialiats  most  ardently  desire,  they 
conceive  that  nothing  can  conduce  more  to  tlie  in- ' 
terest  of  both,  than  Hie  eoluntiti  fi-ee  enjoyment 
of  their  rights  and  Uberiici,  ami  an  afTeetionate  iii- 
tercDurie  between  Great  Ilritain  iind  lliem.  But 
yonr  memorialiats  (not  wavi  'g  their  eluim  to  theie 
rij;ht9,»r which,  with  the  must  beconinj  venera- 
tion and  deference  to  the  windom  and  jui:  ice  of  your 
lordihips,  they  apprehend,  tJiey  cannot  reagonibly 
be  deprived)  hunbty  repretent,  th^l  from  the  pe- 
culiar ci re umi lances  of  theae  colonies,  (he  duties 
imposed  by  the  aforcaaid  act,  and  several  other 
late  acta  of  parliament,  are  eitremety  grievoui  and 
burlhenaome;  anil  the  payment  of  the  teveral  duties 
will  very  soon,  for  want  ofipeeie,  became  absoiute- 
ly  impracticable  I  and  that  the  rotricli'ini  on  ■-  ride 
by  the  aaid  acts,  will  not  only  diatres*  thccolaniea, 
but  must  be  eKTcmely  d>:iriinenial  to  the  trads 
•ndtrue  interex  of  Great  Britiin- 

YouT  meiUDristiati,  Ihercfire,   iinpretsed  with  a 
just  sense  of  the  unfartunate  cireumat-inces  of  the 
Colonien,  the  impenainj;  dta'ructive  conaequeni 
vhich  must  nee esaarily   ensue  from  the  ciecuti 
of  these  acts,  and  anim^iied  arith  tlie  warmest  ai 
timenis  of  filial  sffectiun  for  (heir  mother  eouni 
moat  earnestly  and  humbly  entreat  your  lordshi 
will  be  pleased  to  hear  ih'ir  c  luncil  in  support  of 
tbis  memorial,  and  take  the   premisea  intu  your 
most  serious  coniiJerition,  snd  that  your  lordships 
will  also   be    (hereupnn    pleaded   to  pursue,  such 
measures  for  restoring  ttie  iuit  rights  a  A  libprlies 
of  the  coloniea,  and  preaerving  them  forever  invio- 
Ute,  fin  tcdrnsing  tlieir  present,  ind  preTcating 


i.V  ihr  kiri^hl;  rilizetu   anil  Itn-gtutt 
aj  lirrat  Uril-iiii,  in  fuirlia'ifi  niKtnil'il, 
The  petition  of  liix  m»ie9i>'«duiiriLl,l  y»l  .uhjecta, 
the  freehalders  and  other  iMhabit,:n'  a  nf  ilie  colo- 
nies uf  llie   M  issac  maeca    Itay,  Hhude  Island 
and  Pnvidence  Pluitations,  New-J-raey,   Penn- 
sytva'iia,  the  Kivemroem  of  the  coiiTC.iei  iif  Vew- 
UjBilr,  Kent  a- d  Sussex  Upon  l>eUware,  and  pro- 
*inue  of  Maryland,  in  America, 
■IfgiC  bamit^  lAnatlh, 

i'hat  the  several  late  act*  of  psP- 
Usmentiimposingdiversdutipsand  taiesoniheeo. 
lonies,  and  laying  (he  trji.le  and  commerce  under 
very  hurlhenaume  restric.iona,  but,  above  all,  (he 
act  for  granting  and  appljing  certain  .lamp  duties 
in  America,  have  filled  them  with  the  deepest  con- 
cern and  aiirprizr,  and  tliey  humbly  conceive  the  ex- 
ecution of  them  will  be  attc-nded  wiih  consequen* 
■:ci  very  injurious  to   ih.-  eomnieriial  interest  of 
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■  -  glory  in  being  aubj  ;cis  of  ihe  beat  of  kin),'», 
hatiiig'  been  b<)rn  under  the  mus:  perf.-ct  form  of 
governmenl.  Butit  is  with  the  most  iiii.tV'ible  aiM 
humilihtinrfsorrow  that  we  find  o.irselvcs  of  Ute, 
deprived  of  the  right  of  granting  our  own  proper- 
ty far  his  mjjesty's  aervioe,  to  which  our  lives  and 
/oriuniis  are  entirely  devoted,  snd  to  which,  on  hifi 
'  royal  requiaitions,  we  have  beer  ready  tu  contribute 
to  the  iitinoat  of  uiirabili'iea. 

We  liave  also  the  niisfurtune  to  find,  thi.t  all  the 
penalties  and  forfeitures  mentioned  in  the  stamp 
act,  and  divera  laie  hcu  of  trade  extenJiig  to  the 
plantations,  are.  It  the  election  of  the  Litiu-mei-, 
recoverable  in  any  court  of  admiralty  in  -Amerisii 
Thin,  as  the  newly  erected  court  of  a  Imifalty  has 
age  'er^l  jnriidictioi)  overall  British  Am^'rica,  rrn- 
dtTS  hii  m  jesly's  luhjecia  in  these  colonies,  lublu 
to  be  carried  ai  an  immense  expense  from  one  en  I 
of  the  continent  to  t^ie  other.     It  alwaya  gives  u* 

penaltira  an.l  fnrl'ei. 


great  pam  to  see  a  mam 
in  between  the  subjeca  i 
tlie  culo'iiet,  in  that  thi 


of  record,  are  made  c  igiiiaable  here  by  a 


rt  of  ad. 
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sairalty.  By  this  mfftns  we  seem  to  be,  in  effect,  un-tUw,  and  the  regulations  of  trade  and  commeree,^ 
happily  deprived  of  two  privilejifes  essential  to  free- 1  through  the  whole  empire,  and  the  exercise  of 
doni,und  which  all  Knglislimeii  have  ever  considered,  that  juriadiction  by  imposing  taxes  on  the  colo- 
As  their  best  birth  rightH;  that  of  being  free  from  all  niei. 


taxes  but  such  as  they  have  consented  to  in  person, 


That  the  several  subordinate  provincial  legislt< 


or  by  their  representatives,  and  of  trial  by  their  ^ures  have  been  moulded  into  forms  as  nearly  re- 
P^"'  sembling  that  of  the  mother  country,   as  by  his 

majesty  s  royal  predecessors  was  thought  conveni- 
ent;  and  these  legislatures  seem  to  have  been  wise- 
ly and  graciously  established,  that  the  subjects  in 
the  colonies  might,  under  the  due  administration 
thereof,  enjoy  the  happy  fruits  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, which  in  their  present  circumstances   they 


Your  petitif^ners  further  shew,  that  the  remote 
situation  and  other  circumstances  of  tiie  colonies, 
render  it  impracticable  that  they  should  be  repre- 
sented but  in  their  respective  subordinaie  legisla- 
tures, and  they  humbly  conceive  that  the  parliament 
adhering  strictly  to  the  principle  of  the  constitution,        _  ___      _  _   _  _ 

have  never  hitherto  taxed  any  but  those  who  were  j  cj^nnot  be  so  fully  aiid  clearly  availed  of  any  other 
therein  actually  represented:  for  tins  reason,  we  ^^..^ 


"humbly  apprelicnd,  they  never  have  taxed  Ireland, 
nor  any  other  of  the  subjects  without  the  reslm.-- 
But  were  it  ever  so  clear,  that  the  colonies  might  in 
be 


Under  these  forms  of  government  we  and  our  an- 
cestors have  been  bom  or  settled,  and  have  bad 


Uw  be  reason^ibly  represented  in  the  honorable  j  ««r  V'^"*  liberties  and  properties  protecUd;  the 
house  of  commons,  yet  we  conceive  that  very  good  people  here  as  every  where  else,  retain  a  great 
reasons  from  inconvenience,  from  the  principles  of!  fondness  of  their  old  customs  and  usages,  and  we 
true  policy,  and  from  the  spirit  of  the  British  con-j^rust  that  his  majesty's  servce,  and  the  interest  of 
stitution,  may  be  adduced  to  shew,  that  it  would  be !  ^^^e  nation,  so  far  from  being  obstructed,  have 
for  the  real  interest  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  her  j  been  vastly  promoted  by  Uie  provincial  legiaU- 
colonies,  that  the  late  regulations  should  be  rescind-  ^ures. 

cd,  and  the  several  acts  of  parliament  imposing  du-  That  we  esteem  our  connection  with  and  depen- 
ties  and  taxes  on  the  colonies,  and  extending  theidenceon  Great  Britain,  as  one  of  our  greatest  bless 


jurisdiction  of  the  conris  of  admiralty  here  beyond 
their  ancient  limits,  should  be  repealed. 

We  shall  not  attempt  a  minute  detail  of  all  the 
reasons  which  the  wisdom  of  the  honorable'  house 
may  suggest,  on  this  occ^ision,  but  would  humbly 
submit  the  fuUovvig  particulars  to  their  considera- 
tion.— 

That  money  is  already  very  scarce  in  these  colo- 
nies, and  is  still  decreasing  by  the  necessary  expor- 
tation of  specie  from  the  continent  for  the  discharg- 
ing of  our  debts  to  British  merchants,  that  an  im- 
mensely heavy  debt  is  yet  due  from  the  colonies  for 
British  manufactures,  and  that  they  are  still  heav- 
ily burthened  with  taxes  to  discharge  the  arrear- 
ages due  for  aids  granted  by  them  in  the  late  war; 
that  the  balance  of  trade  will  ever  be  much  against 
the  colonies,  and  in  favor  of  Gre^t  llritain,  whilst 
Vfc  consume  her  manufactures;  the  demand  of  which 
must  ever  increase  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
inhabitants  settled  here,  with  the  means  of  purchas 


ing  them.     We  therefore  humbly  conceive  it  to  be  j 
the  interest  of  Great  liritrin  to  increase  rathtr  than 


ings;  and  apprehend  the  latter  will  be  sufficiently 
secure,  when  it  is  considered  tliat  the  inhabitants 
in  the  colonies  have  the  most  unbounded  affection 
for  his  majesty's  person,  family  and  government,  as 
well  as  for  the  mother  country,  and  that  their  sub- 
ordination to  the  parliament  is  universally  acknow- 
ledged. 

We,  therefore,  most  humbly  intreat  that  the  hon. 
orable  house  would  be  pleased  to  hear  our  council 
in  support  of  this  petition,  and  take  our  distressed 
and  deplorable  case  into  their  serious  consideration, 
and  that  the  acts  and  clauses  of  acts  so  greviousljr 
restraining  our  trade  and  commerce,  imposing  da- 
ties  and  taxes  on  our  property,  and  extending  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  of  admiralty  beyond  its 
ancient  limits,  may  be  repealed;  or  that  the  honor- 
able house  would  otherwise  relieve  >our  petition- 
ers as  in  your  great  wis(^om  and  goodness  shall  seem 
mete. 

And  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray  !ic. 


Then  the  congress  adjourned  until  to-morrow 


cLminish  those  means,  as  the  profit  of  all  the  trade  ;  morning,  10  o'clock. 

of  the  colonies  ultimately  centre  there  to  pay  forj 

her  manufactures,  as  we  are  not  allowed  to  pur 

chase  els  where,  and  b)  the  consumption  of  which,at 

the  advanced   prices  the  British  taxes  oblige  the 

makers  and  venders  to  set  on  them,  we  eventually 

contribute  very  largely  to   the  revenues   of  the 

crown. 


That,  from  the  nature  of  American  buisness,  the 
multiplicity  of  suits  and  papers  used  in  matters  of 
small  value,  in  a  country  where  freeholds  are  so  mi 
nutely  divided,  and  property  so  frequently  transfer- 
red, a  stamp  duty  must  be  ever  very  burthensome 
and  unequal. 

That  it  is  extremely  improbable  that  the  honora- 
ble house  of  commons  should«at  ail  times  be  tho 
roughly  acquainted  with  our  condition,  and  all  facts 
requisite  to  a  just  and  equal  taxation  of  the  colo- 
nies. 

It  is  also  humbly  submitted  whether  there  be  not 
A  material  distinction,  in  reason  and  sound  policy  at 
least,  between  the  necessary  exercise  of  parliamcn- 
'ary  jurisdiction  in  general   acts,  and  the  comn.oi' 


Thitrtdayt  Oct.  24^/.,  1765,  .1.  .V.— The  congress 
met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  congress  took  into  consideration  the  manner 
in  which  their  several  petitions  should  be  preferred 
and  solicited  in  Great  Britain,  and  thereupon  came 
to  the  following  determination,  zi::: 

It  is  recommended  by  the  congress  to  the  several 
colonies  to  appoint  special  agents  for  soliciting  re- 
lief from  their  present  grievances,  and  to  unite  their 
utmost  interest  and  endeavors  for  that  purpose. 

Voted  unanimously,  that  the  clerk  cf  this  con- 
gress sign  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings,  and  dB> 
liver  a  copy  for  the  use  of  each  colony  and  pro- 


vince. 


By  order  of  the  congress. 
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A  copy  of  the  proceeding^  of  the  province  of  New- 
Hampshire,  as  transmitted  to  the  congreb^. 

Provioce  of  C  In  the  houti  of  repretentatives, 
JSTewJlampthirett  June  29th,  1765, 
Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  from 
the  honorable  speaker  of  the  honorable  represenla- 
tiTCs  of  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  to 
the  speaker  of  this  assembly,  proposing  a  meeting 
of  committees  from  the  several  assemblies  of  the 
British  colonies  on  the  continent,  at  New. York,  to 
consider  of  a  general,  united,  dutiful,  loyal  and  bum- 
ble representation  of  our  committees,  and  for  im- 
ploring his  majesty  and  the  parliament  for  relief; 
which  t>cing  read, 

Hetolved,  That,  notwithstanding  we  are  sensible 
that  such  a  representation  ought  to  be  made,  and 
approve  of  the  proposed  method  for  obtaining 
thereof,  yet  the  present  situation  of  our  govern- 
mental affairs,  will  not  permit  us  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  attend  such  meeting;  but  shall  be  ready  to 
joip  in  any  address,  to  his  majesty  and  the  parlia- 
ment we  may  be  honored  with  the  knowledge  of, 
probable  ta  answer  the  proposed  end. 

A.  CLARKSON,  clerk. 

A  copy  oft  letter  received  from  Georgia,  during 
t)ie  sitting  of  the  congress: 

Savantuih,  in  Georgia^  September  Sth,  1765. 
Sim*- Your  letter  dated  in  June  last,  acquainting 
me  that  the  house  of  Representatives  of  your  pro- 
vince, had  unanimously  agreed  to  propose  a  meet- 
ing at  thecity  of  New-York,  of  committees  from  the 
houses  of  representatives  of  the  several  British  co- 
lonies on  this  continent,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  Oc- 
tober next,  to  consult  together  on  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  colonies,  and  the  difficulties  to 
which  they  are  and  must  be  reduced  by  the  oppera- 
tion  of  the  acta  of  parliament,  for  laying  duties  and 
taxes  on  the  colonies,  and  to  consider  of  an  bumble 
representation  of  their  condition  to  his  majesty  and 
the  parliament,  and  to  implore  relief,  came  to  hand 
at  an  unlucky  season,  it  bemg  in  the  recess  of  the 
general  assembly  of  this  province.  Nevertheless, 
immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  dis- 


patch of  tlie  ordinary  buisness  of  tlie  province;  and 
I  doubt  not  the  representatives  of  this  province 
will  then,  in  their  legislative  capacity,  take  under 
consideration  the  grievancei)  so  justly  complained 
of,  and  transmit  their  sense  of  the  same  to  Great 
Britain,  in  such  way  as  may*seem  best  calculated 
to  obtain  redress,  and  so  as  to  convince  the  sister 
colonies  of  their  inviolable  attachment  to  the  com- 
mon cause. 

I  am,  sir,  your  roost  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant,  -^ 

ALEX.  WYLLY. 
To  Samuel  White,  csqr.  speakrpofthe 
house  of  represent  at  ivcH  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  in  New-Enji^land. 

The  two  foregoing  letters,  are  true  copies  from 
the  original. 

Attest,  JOHX  COTTON,  clerk. 


NEW-JERSEY. 
The  following  instructions,  from  the  legislature 
of  this  state  to  its  delegates  in  congress,  1777,  will 
be  perused  with  pleasure  by  all  who  cherish  the 
principles  and  revere  the  worthies  of  the  revolu- 
tion. We  have  copied  them,  by  permission  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  from  the  journals  of  the  joint 
meeting.  [  Trenton  True  American . 

The  council  and  anemb^y  of  the  ttate  of  ^exo-Jertey, 

in  Joint  meetings 

To  the  hon.  John  Witherspoon,  Abraham  Clark, 
Jonathan  Elmer,  Nathaniel  Scudder  and  Elias 
Boudinot,  esquires,  and  each  and  every  of  you: 

We  have  called  you  to  the  important  and  inte- 
resting service  of  representing  this  state  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 
A  higher  proof  cannot  be  given  of  the  confidence 


patched  expresses  to  the  several  representatives  of  . 

this  province,  acquainting  them  with  the  purport   we  repose  m  your  abilities  and  mtegrity;  and  we 

thereof,  and  requesting  them  to  meet  at  this  place   rest  assured  your  best  endeavors  will,  at  all  times^ 


without  delay 

And  according  they  met  here  on  Monday  last,  to 
the  number  of  sixteen,  being  a  large  majority  of  the 
representatives  of  this  province;  the  whole  consist- 
ing  of  twenty-five  persons,  but  liis  excellency  our 
governor,  being  applied  to,  did  not  think  it  expedi- 
•  ent  to  c«ll  them  together  on  the  occasion;  which  is 
the  reason  of  not  sending  a  committee  as  proposed 
by  your  house,  for  you  may  be  assured,  no  represen- 
tatives on  this  continent  can  more  sincerely  concur 
in  the  measures  proposed,  than  do  the  representa- 
tives of  the  province  now  met  together;  neither 
can  any  people,  as  individuals  more  warmly  espouse 
the  common  cause  of  the  colonies,  than  do  the  peo- 
ple of  this  province. 

The  gentlemen  now  present,  request  it  as  a  favor, 
you'll  be  pleased  to  send  me  a  copy  of  such  repre- 
sentation as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  several 
committees  at  New- York,  and  acquaint  me  how,  and 
in  what  manner  iht  same  is  to  be  laid  before  the 
king  and  parliament;  whether  by  any  person  partic- 
ularly authorized  for  that  purpose,  or  by  the  colony 
agents?    The  general  assembly  of  this  province 


be  exerted  to  promote  the  freedom,  independence, 
and  happiness  of  the  whole  union,  particularly  to 
that  part  to  which  you  stand  in  more  immediate 
relation. 

Numerous  and  diversified  as  the  objects  of  your 
attention  will  be,  we  attempt  not  to  point  out  either 
the  line  or  the  extent  of  your  mission.  Keep  in 
constant  view  the  causeof  your  delegation,  and  let 
all  your  conduct  be  directed  to  the  general  good 
and  the  prosperity  of  your  country.  We  cannot,  how- 
ever, omit  the  following  particulars,  suggested  by 
the  present  posture  of  affairs,  and  to  which  we  re- 
quire you  carefully  to  attend. 

1.  We  hope  you  will  habitually  bear  in  mind  that 
the  success  of  the  great  cause  in  which  the  United 
States  are  engaged,  depends  npon  the  favor  and 
blessing  of  Almighty  Ged,  and,  therefore,  you  will 


stands  prorogued  to  the  22d  dw  of  October  next, 

which  is  the  time  it  generallywpeU  for  the  dis-i  neglect  nothing  i^ich  ii  competent  to  the  asiem 
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biy  of  the  states,  for  promoting  pietj  and  g^ood  mo 
rala  among  the  people  at  large.  Bat,  especially,  we 
desire  that  you  may  give  attention  to  this  circum- 
stance in  the  government  of  the  army,  taking  care 
that  auch  of  the  articles  of  war  as  forbid  profane- 
ness,  riot  and  debauchery,  be  observed  and  enforc- 
ed with  all  due  strictness  and  severity.  This,  we 
apprehend,  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  encou- 
ragement and  maintenance  of  good  discipline,  and 
will  be  a  means  of  recruiting  the  army  with  man  of 
credit  and  principle — an  object  ardently  to  be 
wished,  but  not  to  be  expected,  if  the  warmest 
ftiends  of  their  country  should  be  deterred  from 
•ending  their  sons  and  connections  into  the  service, 
lest  they  should  be  tainted  with  impious  and  im- 
moral notions,  and  contract  vicious  habits. 

3.  We  have  no  doubt  that,  as  guardians  of  the 
state  of  New-Jersey,  you  will  be  particularly  atten- 
tive to  its  interests;  but  we  also  expect  you  will 
be  watchful  to  guard  against  every  thing  which  will 
be  hurtful  to  the  general  union,  or  injurious  to  the 


tion,  well  qualified  in  point  of  capacity,  and  of  un- 
suspected attachment  to  the  liberties  of  America^ 
We  need  not  urge  the  reasons  for  calling  your   t 
attention  to  this  object,  they  are  daily  before  yoc 
eyes. 

5.  We  recommend  the  immediate  completing  cf 
the  establishment  for  wounded  and  disabled  sol- 
diers and  seamen,  by  extending  it  to  the  militia  ii 
the  continental  aervice,  and  making  some  provisioa 
for  the  widows  and  children  of  those  who  fall  ia 
battle,  or  die  in  the  service,  whether  In  the  regu- 
lar or  militia  troops.  The  necessity  of  a  law,  in  this 
as  well  as  the  several  states  in  the  union,  groonded 
upon  such  establishment,  requires  that  it  be  attend- 
ed to  as  speedily  as  possible. 

6.  You  are  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  bar- 
ing some  effectual  mode  adopted  for  negociating 
the  exchange  of  citizens  and  civil  prisoners,  no  ade- 
quate provisions  being,  as  we  conceive,  made  for 
this  end  in  the  cartel  now  subsist in^^.  Numbers  «f 
civil  ofHcers,  inhabitants  and  subjects  of  this  stat^ 


common  interests  of  the  United  States.  Extinguish,  in  captivity,  and,  we  doubt  not,  the  case  is  aimil-r 


by  all  means  in  your  power,  the  least  appearance 
of  jealousy  in  its  earliest  rise.  Discountenance  all 
local  and  partial  reflections  in  every  instance,  and 
reprove,  by  your  example,  and  suppress,  as  far  as 
your  authority  extends,  party  feuds  and  f;iCtions,  be 
the  ofTendera  who  thry  may. 

3.  Let  the  yrtJiXs  of  the  soldiery  be  amply  supplied 
:\nd  due  provision  made  for  their  heiiUh  and  com- 
fui't;  and,  as  \vc  tlti:.k  this  can  be  done,  so  we  wish 
it  always  may,  in  such  manner  as  to  guard  the  civil 
rights  of  the  people  a^i^ulnst  military  encroachment, 
and  the  arbitrary  opjjressioii  of  ofiicers  of  the  army, 
or  of  persons  e!nploye(l  in  the  commissary's,  quar 
ter-master*s  or  hospliul  departments.  We  couiem- 
plate  with  concern,  the  sbghest  appearance  of 
buch  an  evil,  and  wish  you  to  lake  proper  pains  to 
prevent  it.  This  stale  is  forwarded ly  dispoied  to 
use  every  exertion  in  behalf  of  their  troops,  and,  as 
far  as  can  reasonably  be  expected,  of  the  army  in 
general;  but  we  desire,  when  a  requisition  for  this 
eflect  is  necessary,  it  may  be  seasonably  made, 
without  waiting  till  the  very  hour  of  necessity, 
when  it  is  impossible  to  take  due  and  legal  means 
of  complying  with  it  so  as  to  answer  any  good  pur- 
pose. 

4.  We  desire  you  maybe  cautious  of  multiplying 
offices,  or  the  number  of  the  otHcers  in  the  several 
continental  departments,  and  thereby  unnecessarily 
increasing  the  public  expense.  Kspeciully,  you  will 
use  your  utmost  influence  that  the  departments  be 
^led  with  men  of  probity,  principle,  and  discre- 


in otiier  statea,  where  the  operations  of  war  have 
extended,  not  being  taken  in  arms,  and,  therefivc^ 
not  within  the  description  of  prisoners  of  war,  are 
languishing  in  gaols  and  chains,  under  the  power 
of  the  enemy,  without  the  means  or  hope  of  relief. 
As  their  sufferings  are  in  consequence  of  their  zeil 
and  activity  in  the  common  cause*  they  are  entitled 
to  the  most  vigorous  exertions  of  their  country  ui 
their  behalf. 

7.  The  great  irregularities  and  abuses  which  have 
been,  and  continue  to  be,  committed  in  this  state, 
and,  probably,  in  others  where  the  army  hath  been, 
or  now  is,  by  the  impressing  horses,  teams  and  car- 
riiiges,  and  takirg  provisions,  forage  and  fuel  (or 
the  troops  on  march  or  jn  camp,  and  in  dela\-in^, 
ncjjlecling,  or  totally  refusing,  upon  the  applicatioi 
of  the  in!i4ibttants,  with  their  receipts  or  certlA- 
cates,  to  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  satisfac- 
tion, have  given  rise  to  such  universal  uneasiness 
and  complaint,  that  it  cannot  have  escaped  your 
rioticc.  I'he  ill  consequences  of  such  a  grievance, 
not  only  to  individuals,  but  to  the  cause  in  general, 
arc  so  obvious,  wc  need  only  remmd  you  of  it,  and 
desire  you  would  use  your  endeavors  to  procure  a 
h^iccdy  rem'idy. 

8.  We  wij>h  you  to  consider  whether  it  mav  not  Ue 
advisable,  and  even  necessary,  that  congress  digest 
and  recommend  to  the  &everAl  states,  bomerentral 
plan  for  a  treason  law,  lest  inconveniences  and  dJ- 
Bcidties  should  arise  from  such  laws  being  dra#'B 
in  difierent  focA  and  settled  on  different  princi- 
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ptesy  either  19  to  the  crimes  or  penalty,  in  the  dif- Jiiai,inio  the  hands  of  the  inhabitants  well  affected, 
ferent  states;  and  particularly  that  treasoo  against  '  " 


the  union  may  be  properly  described,  and  the  put 
nishroent  thereof  suitably  defined.  Such  a  general 
foundation  being  once  laid,  the  law  can  be  varied 
and  accommodated,  if  necessary,  to  the  local  and 
special  circumstances  of  each  state,  without  sub- 
stantially  departing  from  it. 

9.  That  your  attendance  on  the  duties  of  your  ap- 
pointment may  be  the  more  easy  and  convenient, 
and  that  you  may  have  leisure  and  opportunity  occa- 
sionally to  attend  to  your  domestic  concerns,  from 
which,  otherwise,  you  must  have  been  totally  ab- 
stracted, we  have  made  the  representation  to  con- 
sist of  five,  some  three  to  be  constantly  present  in 
congress,  unless  when  precluded  by  unavoidable 
accident  And  that  the  state  msy  not  be  put  to 
unnecessary  expense,  not  more  than  three  are  to 
attend  at  the  same  time. 

By  order  of  the  joint- meeting, 

JOHN  STEVENS,  Chairman. 
Princeton,  December  4,  1777. 

JBOJC  THE  SALSV    (sT.  J.)  MI8SIV0SR,  AUO.  15th. 

The  following  correspondence,  which  passed  be- 
tween the  commanding  officers  of  the  British 
troops  and  American  militia,  at  this  place,  in  the 
time  that  "tried  mens  souls,"  in  the  revolutionary 
•trugglc,  was  landed  us  by  a  venerable  old  man; 
who  bore  the  fatigues  and  privation  of  a  soldier  in 
tho«e  dsys.  It  was  presented  for  publication,  for 
the  purpose  of  reviving  and  keeping  alive  our  gra- 
titude to  those  who  so  nobly  contended  for  liberty, 
and  adoration  to  the  supreme  ruler  of  the  universe, 
for  causing  the  seeningly  just,  though  apparently 
weaker  power,  tp  prevail.  The  proposal  of  the 
British  commander  is  cruel  and  insulting:  the  an- 
swer ingenious  and  bold.  They  are  as  follows: 

"Coloncl  Mawhoo«l,  commanding  a  detachment  of 
the  British  army  at  Salem,  induced  by  motives  of 
humanity,  proposes  to  the  militia  at  Quinton's 
Bridge  and  the  neighborhood,  as  well  officers  ns 
private  men,  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  depart, 
€ach  man  to  his  own  home;  on  that  condition  he 
solemnly  promises  to  re-embark  his  troops  withou; 
delay,  doing  no  further  damage  to  the  country,  anr 
be  will  cause  his  commissaries  to  pay  for  the  ca'- 
tle,  hay  and  com,  that  have  been  taken,  in  sterling 
money. 

•If,  on  the  contrary,  the  militia  should  be  delu 
ded  and  blind  to  their  true  interest  and  happiness, 


called  tories,  and  will  attack  all  such  of  the  mili- 
tia  as  remun  In  arms;  bum  and  destroy  their  houses 
and  other  property,  and.  reduce  them,  their  unfor- 
tunate wives  and  children  to  beggary  and  distress* 
—And,  to  convince  them  that  these  are  not  vain 
threats,,  he  has  subjoined  a  list  of  the  names  of  such 
as  will  be  the  first  objects  to  feel  the  vengeance  of 
the  Brtiah  nation. 
'^Given  under  my  hand  at  head-quarters^  Saleinu 
2l8tdayof  Marcb,I7r8. 

CS.  MAWIIOOD,  Col." 

JInrwer  •/  the  coUnel  of  mititia. 
"SIR— I  have  been  favored  with  what  you  say  ha* 
manity  has  induced  you  to  propose.  It  would 
have  given  me  much  pleasure  to  have  found 
that  humanity  had  been  the  line  of  conduct  to 
our  troops  since  you  have  come  to  Salem.  Not 
only  denying  quarters,  but  butchering  our  men 
who  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  in  the  ski  m- 
ish  at  Quinton's  Bridge  last  Thursday:  and  bayonet- 
ing yesterday  morning,  at  Hancock's  Bridge,  in  the 
moat  cruel  manner,  in  cold  blood,  men,  who  were 
taken  by  surpri8e,in  a  situation  in  which  they  neith- 
er could  nor  did  attempt  to  make  any  resistance; 
and  some  of  whom  were  not  fighting  me  ,  are  in*, 
stances  too  shocking  for  me  to  relate,  and  I  hope 
for  you  to  hear.  The  brave  are  ever  generous  and 
humane!  After  expressing  your  aentiments  of  hu- 
manity, you  proceed  to  make  a  request  which  I 
think  you  would  despise  us  if  we  complied  with. 
Your  proposal  that  we  should  lay  down  our  arms, 
we  absolutely  reject.  We  have  taken  them  up  to 
maintain  rights,  which  are  dearer  to  us  than  our 
lives,  and  will  not  lay  them  down,  till  either  suc- 
cess has  crowned  our  cause  with  victory,  or  like 
many  ancient  worthies  contending  for  liberty,  we 
meet  with  an  honorable  death.— You  mention,  that 
if  we  reject  your  proposal,  you  will  put  arms  into 
the  hands  of  the  tories  against  us.  We  have  noob- 
jectiona  to  the  measure,  for  it  would  be  a  very  good 
one  to  fill  our  arsenals  with  arms.  Your  threat  to 
wantonly  bum  and  destroy  our  houses  and  other  pro- 
perty, and  reduce  wives  and  children  to  beggary 
and  diatress,  is  a  sentiment  which  my  humanity  al- 
most forbids  me  only  to  recite!  and  induces  me  to 
imjigine  that  I  am  reading  the  cruel  order  of  a  bar- 
barons  Attila,  and  not  of  a  gentlemen,  brave,  gene- 
rous  and  poliahed  with  a  genteel  European  educa- 
tion.—To  wantonly  destroy  will  injure  your  cause 
more  than  ours.  It  will  increase  your  enemies  and 
our  army.  To  destine  to  destruction  the  property 
of  our  most  distinguished  men,  as  you  have  done  in 


be  will  pat  the  anus  «hi«h  he  hu  brought  with  i /our  propowl,  it,  in  my  opioio,.  unworthy  »  gener. 


4«4 


FBmelFLB8AlmACn<»^TIIBfUV<H^UTI01i  ' 


aeafe 


•M  Ae^Mid 


like 


two  eoaUodinif  baroM^  tlM  a  war  earned  on  by 
eae  df  the  grcateat  peveta  en  efertii  agaiMt  a  pee. 
pie  nob^  ttmggliiqj^  to  liberty.    A  line  of 
voidd  flMffe  eat  tbat  theae 
fiite  of  dicir  eoBBtrf  •  If  jfoof 
edwith^rietory.  wyeh  Qod  tofaid,  tfaay  aad  their 
prepetly  vfll  be  entirely  at  tt»  dltpoad  of  yow 
poveTp  vQl  eely  muke  them  deapemth^  aed,  aa  I 
arid  befcrob  meroMa  yoqr  feea  aed  ooraralyi  aed 
tetaliatioe  epott  toriea  and  thefr  property  la  net  en" 
tirc^  out  of  our  power.    Be  peered  thai  theae  are 
the  bnahld  eaathMrta  eiad  deterarfned  reedhitiao 
nptoelyef  ayeeUlbvt  of  all  the  oSeera  aad  pri- 
ntcnmdcrdM. 

^Vf  prayer  li^  air.  Oat  tiiia  aeawer  nay  readi 
yon  In  good  health  and  happineaa. 

**Ghren  at  head-qnartea,  at  Quintett'a  Bfidff^ 
Xareh  S9d»  1778. 

EUJ  AH  BAND,  Colond. 
*nro  Ca.  llawhood,  GolooaL* . 


lami  oecweanHwnmn  me  iiea^gnaoa  tMin« 


niBH  m  Boatev  camviL. 

Mt.  »umO,  On  reading  in  your  htft  Wednca* 
day* a  Oentinel,  an  extraet  froBi  Ur^Knapp^  biogra' 
^  of  Warren,  It  reainided  no  onmae  eireoai. 
etanecap  not  mentiaBed  by  hia,  which  ooeorred  at 

the  *Otf  Amir  on  thp  5th  cf  Mareb,  1775,  wliieh 
waa  the  mnnireraary  of  the  massacre  of  several  in- 
habitants  of  the  townof  Bostoo  by  the  British  troops, 
in  1770. 

Mr.  Hancoclc  bad  delivered  an  oration  the  pre* 
ceding  year  on  the  same  occasion,  in  the  course  of 
of  which  he  bad  made  the  following  obserraticyist— 

M  Standing  armies  are  sometimes  (I  would  by  no 
means  say  generally,  much  less  universally)  com- 
posed of  persons  who  have  rendered  themselves  un- 
fit toilive  in  civil  society;  who  have  no  other  motives 


gratification  of  their  passions  suggests;  who  have  no 
property  in  any  country;  men  who  havelost  or  given 
up  their  own  liberties,  and  envy  those  who  enjoy 


benntiea  whieh  hia  gnitiana 

nnlrily  qianhia  creatarea*  By  thnae  Iba 

alnveeinTeiikiya 
ahonid  aliitoe  thetconntriei^  are  tendered  trviy 
4iottld  beerown- 

tile.  Byteae 

natnm  i^th  aB  that  adminlaf  am  te  Ihn 

ofBii^  have  been  rednend  to  that 

inwldehtliey  nofwappcan  and  hf 

!!!batifl 

phe^i  I  dare  noi^  eneept  bylNftan 

Md  the  leavea  on  whiah  the  dcatk^  nfttaft 

poverlhlkfa^gdaA  la  Inacribad/ 

AtthattinM  there 
tons  fcvr  rcglnwnta,  heirefer,  4wct^  nftnr  aiiliri^ 
the  ofioara  of  iriblA  expicaaedr  Inn 
detcetatian  of  tlw  ehore  Inaerted  qnalana^ 
Mr.  Km^ip  a^fo,  ^threatened 
tor,  wboaboolddaretofepeet 
When  Warren  delivered  hie  Oiatin  tin  ftDiaAv 
year,  hi  deJanee  of  thoee  threats,  tfa»  Beitiih 

mere  than  an  hundred  of  dbe  ofBoera 

the  nttenawe  of  nqr  Mntiakcnl^  vhiflh  tfeaild  hn 
obnofldeQato  them. 

ne  writer  of  tUa  avdek  < 
aiale^  near  the  upper  end,  and  saw  Giptk 
of  the  Royal  Welch  Fonleers,  on  the  loweet  alcpaf 
the  pulpit  stairs,  playing  with  three  pUial  Mhci  ia 
his  right  hand,  and  oceuionally  casting  looks  of 
contempt  on  the  orator,  but  more  partienlarly  on 
William  Cooper,  esq.  the  town- clerk,  who  was  seat- 
ed near  him,  directly  under  the  pulpit.  Mr.  Cooper 
maintained  a  firm  and  undaunted  coontenancet  sad 
returned  his  looks  with  disdain.  I  never  look  back 
upon  that  scene  without  horror,  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  danger  we  were  then  in  of  a  much  more  hor/ 
rid  massacre  than  the  one  we  were  then  conunemo- 


of  conduct  than  those  which  a  desire  of  the  present  rafuig.    A  tfifle,  lighter  than  air,  would  have  de. 
gratification  of  their  visflfliona  auiMPi»sta.  wkn  iiawA  n««  i..«^j  ■l.a  .u.. u  :.  .u !.j.  -^  «....■. ..•—  •. 


luged  that  church,  ui  the  minds  of  both  parties,  it 
has  always  been  a  wonder  to  me  that  the  war  did 
not  commence  on  that  day. 


liberty;  who  are  equaUy  indifferent  to  the  glory  of  The  47th  regiment,  f  ti  viu  mfpoeed  «y  demgmj, 
a  George  or  a  Louis;  who  for  the  addition  of  one  passed  the  church  at  this  time,  the  drums  beatiag 
penny  a  day  to  their  wages,  would  desert  from  the  with  redoubled  force.  This  regiment  was  ceai- 
Christian  cross,  and  fight  under  the  crescent  of  the  manded  by  the  infiunoos  colonel  Neabit,  who^  a  few 


Turkish  sultan.  From  such  men  aa  these  what  has 


not  a  sute  to  fear?— With  such  as  these  usurping  feathered,  and  carted  through  the  principal  streets 


C«sar  passed  the  Rubtebn;  with  such  aa  these  he 
humbled  mighty  Rome,  and  forced  the  mistress  of 
the  world  to  own  ajnaster  in  a  traitor.  These  are 
the  men,whom  aceptered  robbers  now  employ  to 


days  after,  caused  an  innocent  man  to  beiarrtrf  and 


in  open  day,  and  headed  the  par^  mwaa&r!! !  fol- 
lowed by  some  grenadiers  and  the  whole  band  af 
the  regiment,  in  defiance  of  HuU  tow  which  he  W 
eetenHkig  aent  to  protect. 
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\fitr  the  orttor  had  made  some  remarks  on  the 
masnacre  of  the  5ih  March,  1770,  he  said—     - 

"And  could  it  have  been  conceived  that  we  ag^ain 
fihoiild  have  seen  a  British  army  in  our  land^  sent  to 
enforce  obedience  to  acts  of  parliament  destructive 
of  our  liberty  ?  Rut  the  royal  ear,  fir  distant  from 
this  western  world, has  been  assaulted  by  the  tongue 
of  sLiNDiR;  and  villaihs,  traitorous  alike  to  kino 
and  coniiTRT,  have  prevailed  upon  a  f^acious  prince 
to  clothe  his  countenance  with  wrath,  and  to  erect 
the  hostile  banner  against  a  people  ever  aflectionate 
and  loyal  to  him  and  his  illustrious  predecessors  of 
the  house  of  Hanover.  Our  streets  are  again  filled 
with  armeil  men;  our  harbor  is  crowded  with 
ships  of  war,  but  these  cannot  intimidate  us;  our 
liberty  must  be  preserve.!;  it  is  far  dearer  than  life, 
we  hold  it  even  dear  as  our  allegiance;  we  must  de- 
fend it  against  the  attacks  of  friends  as  well  as  ene- 
mies; we  cannot  sufi'er  even  Britons  to  ravish  it  from 


f> 


us. 

\^liile  this  sentence  was  repeating,  csptain  Chap 
man  exclaimed — 1<*^k!  Fik!  It  was  at  first  supposed 
that  rins  was  cried,  which  occasioned  a  momentary 
disturbance — when  William  Cooper  rose  from  his 
chair,  and,  with  a  voice  truly  Stentorian,  vocif^ated 
that  *Hhere  was  no  fire,  but  the  fire  of  envy,  burning 
in  the  hearts  of  our  enemies,  which  he  hoped  soon 
to  see  extinguished,**  looking  with  indignation  on 
Chapman,  Ilawkes  and  other  officers  who  where 
nesr  him. 

I  could  enlar<^e  on  tliis  subject,  %f  r.  Russell,  but 
as  I  have  already  extended  my  remarks  beyond  my 
original  intentions,  and  I  fear  encroached  on  your 
patience,  I  will  subscribe  myself 

A!T  OLD  BOSTOaiASr. 

/•Vow  :fie  ViUfiffe  Record^  Xnv.  7,  18.21. 
This  week  the  Journal  of  capt.  Oivis  is  brought 
lo  a  close.  The  event  to  which  it  particularly  re- 
lates is  the  most  important  in  our  military  annals. 
It  is  not  recollected  that  the  general  orders,  issu- 
ed during  the  investment  of  Cornwallis^  were  ever 
before  published. 


JOUR:f  AL  or   CAPT.  DATIS. 

Oct.  12.— A  tremendous  fire  from  both  sides. 

ifcad-qiiarteri,  Oct.  12,  1781* 

For  to*morrow. 

M.  G.  M.  La  Fayette, 

1).  G.  Muhlenburgh. 

The  Marquis*  division  will  mount  in  the  trenches 

io-morrow.    The  auperintendant  of  the  depoitte  of 

the  trenches,  is  required  to  have  the  qnality  of  saa- 

o:s8on,  fiscines  and  gabions  brought  to  the  d^osite . 
5?. 


accurately  inspected;  to  reject  such  as  are  not  fit 
for  use,  and  report  the  corps  that  offer  them. 

13— Two  Hessian  deserters  came  in;  every  thin^ 
favorable. 

JleadquarterM,  Oct.  13, 1781. 
For  to-roorrow. 
B.  G.  Wayne  and 
Gist's  brigade. 
14. — Ybis  morning  a  deserter  says  the  infantry 
refuse  doing  duty.  That  Comwallis  promised  them 
they  would  be  relieved  from  New- York,  and  give 
each  reg.  a  pipe  of  wine. 

The  marquis,  at  dark,  stormed  their  river  batte* 
ry,  and  baron  viscount  Viomnel  stormed  another 
on  their  extreme,  to  the  lef^,  with  little  loss.  We 
run  our  seoond  parallel  complete. 

ifead-quartert^  Oct.  14,  1781. 
For  fomorrow. 
M.  G.  Lincoln, 
B.  G.  Clinton. 
Maj.  general  LiTK:oln*s  division  will  mount  the 
trencnes  to-morrow« 

The  effects  of  the  latecol.  Scammel  will  be  dispos- 
ed  of  at  public  sale,  to-morrow  at  3  o'cbck,  P. 
M .  at  maj.  Rice's  tent,  in  gen.  Ilayne's  Brigade. 

15  — This  night  the  enemy  made  a  sally  and  im- 
posed themselves  on  the  French  for  Americans; 
forced  their  works  and  made  themslves  masters  of 
an  American  battery  which  they  spiked.  Imposi- 
tion being  found  out,  they  retired,  with  eight  men 
killed  on  the  spot. 

Iff  ad  quartert,  Oct.  15,  1781. 
For  to-morrow. 
M.  G.  &I.  La  Payette, 
n.  G.  Muhlenburg  and 
Itayne's  brigade. 
Maj.  gen.  La  Fayette*!  division  Wilt  mount  the 
trenches  to-morrow. 

The  eommstider  in  chief  congratulates  the  army 
on  the  success  of  the  enterprixe  against  the  two  im« 
porUnt  works  on  the  lef^  of  the  enemy's  lines.  He 
requests  the  baron  Viomnel,  who  commanded  the 
French  grenadiers  and  chassetirs,  and  marquii 
La  Fayette,  who  commanded  the  American  light 
infantry,  to  accept  his  warmest  acknowledgments 
for  the  excellency  of  their  dispositions  and  their 
own  gallant  conduct  on  the  occasion;  and  he  begs 
them  to  present  his  thanks  to  every  individual  offi- 
cer, and  to  the  men  of  their  respeetire  commands^ 
for\he  spirit  and  rapidity  with  which  they  advanc- 
ed to  the  attacks  assigned  them,  and  for  the  admi- 
rable firmness  with  which  they  supported  them, 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemyi  withoi\t  returning  a 
1ho^ 
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The  general  rcflecu  with  the  highest  degree  of 
pleasure  on  the  confidence  which  the  troops  of  the 
two  nations  must  hereafter  have  in  each  other.— 
Assured  of  mutual  support,  he  is  convinced  there 
is  no  danger  which  they  will  not  cheerfully  encoun- 
ter—no difficulty  which  they  will  not  bravely  over- 
come. 

The  troops  will  be  supplied  with  fresh  beef  to 
Thursday  next,  inclusive;  they  will  receive  3  pints 
cf  salt  to  every  100  rations,  for  their  alfowance  of 
"Wednesday  andJThursday. 

16.— Our  batteries  completing  very  fast. 

I/ead'quartera,  Ott.  16, 1781. 
For  to-morrow. 
M.  G.  D  Steuben, 
I).  G.  Wayne  and 
Gist's  brigade. 

)faj.  gen.  baron  Steuben's  divbJon  will  aumnt  in 
the  trenches  to  morrow. 

The  commander  in  chief  having  observed  that 
the  trenches  are  constantly  crowded  with  specta- 
tors, who,  by  passing  and  repassing,  prevent  the 
men  from  working,  atyd  thereby  greatly  impede  tbt 
operations  of  the  siege.  He  therefore  orders  that 
no  oflicer,  who  is  not  on  duty,  shall  hereafter  enter 
the  trenches,  except  gen.  officers  and  their  aids, 
and  that  no  inhabitant,  or  person  not  belon{,ing  to 


19.— At  1  o'clock  this  da^,  our  troops  marched  in 
and  took  possession  of  their  horn-works,  and  the 
British  marched  out.  The  American  and  French  ar- 
mies form  a  lane  through  which  the  British  pass 
and  ground  thdr  arms. 

IfeaJ'Quarterw^  Oct,  19.  irSl. 
For  to-morrow. 
M.  G.  Lincolog 
Col.  Butler, 
M  j.  Woodson, 
D.  M.  Blake. 
Gen.  Muhle.:burg*s   brigade  will  hold  itself  to 
readiness  for  duty  to-morrow. 

20.— Lay  quiet  this  dsy  cleaning  our  arms. 

Head-quarterw,  Oct,  20,  1781. 
For  to  morrow. 
M.  G.  M.  La  Fayette, 
Col.  Stewart, 
Maj.  Bird, 
M.  M.  Cox. 
Brig,  general  Hayne^s  brigade  for  duty  to  mor- 
row, to  parade  at  10  o'ciock  on  their  own  parade. 

The  general  congratulates  the  army  upon  ibe  jfr- 
n'offf  event  of  yesterday:  the  generous  proofs  which 
his  most  Christian  majesty  has  given  of  hb  attach- 
ment to  the  cause  of  Americs,  mast  force  convic- 
tion in  the  minds  of  the  most  deceiTed  among  the 


the  army,  be  suffered  to  enter  the  trenches,  at  any  \  *^"*'"y'  reUWxt  to  the  decisive  good  conieqiiesces 


of  the  alliance;  and  inspire  every  citizen  of  these 
states  with  sentiments  of  the  most  unalterable  gra- 
titude.   His  fleet,  the  most  numerous  and  powerful 

.vhat  ever  appeared  in  those  seas,  commanded  by  an 

beat  the.r  drums  after  they  PS.S8  the  mill  dam;  they  i.  J  «•,  I  „.*.    ^r    »  ...         . 

,     .,  ^   admiral  whose  fortune  and  talents  msure  success; 

are  from  that  place  to  march  silently,  with  trailed  r  .u  .      i    •    i . 

^  an  army  of  the  most  admirable  composition,  both 


time,  without  permission  from  the  maj.  general  of 
the  trenches. 

In  future  tlie  relief  for  the  trenches  are  not  to 


arms  and  colours  furled,  until  they  arrive  at  their 
posts  in  the  trenches. 

Lieut,  col.  Dehart  being  relieved  from  his  arrest, 
the  court  martial,  of  which  col.  Cortland  is  presi- 
dent, will  proceed  to  the  trial  of  the  prisoners  con- 
fined in  the  provost. 

17. — At  11  o'clock,  his  lordship  closes  the  scene 
by  propsilions  for  deputies  from  each  army,  to  meet 
at  Moore's  house,  to  agree  on  terms  for  the  surren* 
der  of  York  and  Gloster.  An  answer  was  sent 
1  y  3  o'clock,  when  a  cessation  of  arms  took  place. 

Head-quarters,  Oct.  17,  1781. 
For  .the  trenches  to-morrow. 
Maj.  gen.  Lincoln's  Division. 

18— Flsgs  alternately  passing  this  day. 

Jfeadguarterg,  Oct.  18, 1781. 
For  the  trenches  to-morrow. 
Ma;,  gen.  marquis  La  Fayette's  division. 


in  ofiicf Ts  and  men,  are  the  pledges  of  his  friendship 
to  the  United  States,  and  their  co-operation  has  se- 
cured us  the  prtsent  signal  success. 

The  general,  upon  this  occasion,  entreats  bis  ex 
cellency,  count  Rochambeau,  to  acccept  his  mos: 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  his  council  and  as- 
sistance at  all  times.  He  presents  his  warme&t 
thanks  to  the  generals  baron  de  Vioronel,  chevalier 
Chastellcux,  marquis  dc  St  Simon,  count  de  Viom- 
nel,  and  to  brig,  de  Choisey,  (who  had  a  separate 
command),  for  the  illustrions  manner  in  which  they 
have  advanced  the  interest  of  the  common  cause. 
He  requests  the  count  de  Uochambeau  will  be  pleas- 
ed to  communicate  to  the  army  under  his  imroci2:- 
ate  command,  the  high  sense  be  entertains  of  the 
distinguished  merits  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
every  corps,  and  that  he  will  present.in  his  name,  to 
the  regiment  of  Argenois  and  Deapcnts,  the  pieces 
of  bras^  ordninc?  captured  by  them,  as  a  tesUaoBv 
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of  iheir  gallantry  in  storming  the  enemy's  redoubts, 
on  the  night  of  the  14tb  inst.  when  officers  and  men 
■o  unirersiliy  vied  with  each  other  in  the  exercise 
of  every  soldierly  virtae. 

The  general's  thanks  to  each  individual  of  merit, 
would  comprehend  the  whole  army:  but  he  thinks 
himself  bound  however  by  afiection,  duty  and  gra- 
titude,  to  express  his  obligation  to  maj.gens.  Lin- 
coln, La  Fnyette  and  Steuben,  for  their  dispositions 
in  the  trenches— to  gen.  Duportail  and  col.  Carney 
for  the  vigor  and  knowledge  which  were  conspicu- 
ous in  their  conduct  of  the  attacks;  and  to  gen. 
Knox  and  col.  de  Abberville  for  their  great  atten- 
tion and  fatigue  in  bringing  forward  the  artillery 
and  stores;  and  for  their  judicious  and  spirited 
management  of  them  in  the  parallels.  He  requests 
the  gentlemen  above  mentioned,  to  communicate 
his  thanks  to  the  officets  and  soldiers  of  their  com- 
mands. Ingratitude,  which  the  general  hopes  aever 
to  be  guilty  of,  would  be  conspicuous  in  him,  was 
he  to  omit  thanking  in  the  warmest  terms  his  excel- 1  g^g^i^^. 


2.— -Distribution  of  the  supplies. 

3. — Orders  for  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  troops 
10  march  to-morrow  for  South  Carolina. 

4  —General  beat  at  8  o'clock.  TenU*struck  and 
loaded.    Troops  march  at  9. 

DRAYTON'S  MEMOIRS. 

Among  other  extracts  made  from  this  work,  and 
published  in  the  Charleston  Courier,  we  have  select- 
ed the  following: 

The  proceedings  at  Charleston  to  resist  the  ope- 
rations of  the  stamp-act  are  very  interesting.   The 
commons  house  of  assembly,  having  been  assured 
of  the  stamp-act  from  Great  Britain,  endeavored  to 
prevent  it  from  being  enforced  by  denying  it  offi- 
cial promulgation.    This  furnishes  additional  evi- 
dence tliat  the  colonists  resorted  to  the  chances  of 
war,  after  having  ineffectually  tried  every  mode  of 
redress.    But  fate,  for  wise  purposes,  had  render- 
ed remonatrance,  argument,  and  even  entreaty,  un« 


''Having  received  the  stamp-act,  the  lieut  go- 
vernor, (io-  the  absence  in  England  of  Thomas 
Boone,  the  governor),  manifested  a  desire  of  com- 
plying with  its  requisitions,  io  causing  it  to  be  ex* 
ecuted,  (the  governor  of  the  province  being,  by  the 
terms  of  the  act,  sworn  to  iu  due  execution);  but 
Ibis  powers  at  that  time  were  insufficient  to  effectn* 
ate  the  same. 

"Encouraged  by  this  weakness,  end  by  the  pub- 
lic opinion  which  was  hostile  to  the  act,  the  mem- 
bers of  assembly  deliberated  in  what  manner  they 


lency  governor  Nelson,  for  the  aid  he  has  derived 
from  him,  and  from  the  militia  imder  his  command; 
to  whose  activity,  emulation  and  courage  such  ap- 
plause is  due;  the  greatness  of  the  acquisition 
would  be  ample  compensation  for  the  hardships 
and  hazards  which  they  encountered  with  to  much 
patriotism  and  firmness. 

In  order  to  diflTuse  the  general  joy  in  every  breast, 
the  general  orders  those  men  belonging  to  the  ar- 
my, who  may  now  be  in  confinement,  shall  be  par- 
doned, and  join  their  respective  corps. 

21.— British  marched  out  for  their  cantonments  |  might  most  embarrass  and  elude  its  operations.— 

And,  as  the  best  mode  they  could  devise,  they  ad- 
dressed the  lieutenant  governor  on  the  occasion, 
requesting  to  be  informed  whether  the  stamp-act, 
said  to  have  been  passed  in  parliament,  had  been 
transmited  to  him,  and  if  it  had,  through  what  chan- 
neU  end  whether  be  had  received  it  from  a  secretary 
of  state,  tlie  lords  of  trade,  or  from  any  other  authen- 
tic source?    These  were  questions  of  a  singular  na- 
ture-^however,  his  honor,  from  a  desire  to  soften 
as  much  as  possible  the  fermentations  which  exist 
ed,  answered,  he  had  received  it  from  Thomas 
Doone,  the  governor  of  the  province.    Tlie  assem- 
bly replied,  that,  while  Mr.  Boone  was  out  of  the 
bounds  of  bis  government,  they  could  not  consider 
him  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  private  gentlemen; 
and  the  act  being  received  through  such  a  channel, 
was  not  sufficiently  authentic,  to  place  the  lieuten- 
ant governor  under  tlie  obligation  of  enforcing  it. 
<n'he  stamps  soon  reached  Charleston,  and  were 
•  Jeposited  at  Fort  Johnson.    The  people,  finding 


under  mili>ia  guards. 

22  —York  affords  very  good  Port- wine. 

23.— Orders  for  the  troops  to  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  to  march  at  the  shortest  notice, 

24.— Marquis  de  St.  Simon's  troops  embark  their 
cannon. 

25.— Demolish  our  works  by  brigades. 

26.— Expectations  of  a  supply  of  necessaries 
from  the  merchants  of  York  and  Gloster. 

27 — Beport  says  sir  H.  Clinton  has  embarked 
from  New-York  for  Virginia. 

28. — The  American  cannon  put  on  board  vessels 
for  ihe  head  of  Elk. 

29. — Nothing  material. 

30. — I  was  on  duty  at  Gloster.' 

31.— Col.  Tarllon  dismounted  from  his  horse  by 
an  inhabitant,  who  claimed  him  in  the  midst  of  the 
street. 

Nov.  l^A  supply  of  clothing  purchased  by 
agents,  appointed  for  that  purpose. 


46a 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


the  lieutenant  governor  and  crown  officers  deter- 
mined to  circulate  them,  resolved  to  counteract  all 
their  movements,  and  obtain  possession  of  the 
•tamped  paper. 

''About  one  hundred  and  fifiy  volunteers  were 
soon  orgknized  and  armed  for  the  purpose;  and  two 
nights  after,  boats  being  provided  at  Lamboll's 
bridge,  on  the  west  end  of  South  Bay,  they  formed 
and  marched  towards  that  place  for  embarkation. 
Xrom  thence,  th«y  proceeded  in  boats  acro&s  Ash- 
ley river,  and  landed,  after  twelve  o*clock  at  night, 
on  James'  Island,  between  Style's  plantation  and 
the  Ibrt.  They  then  proceeded  towards  the 
fort,  and  halting  at  a  small  distance  from  it,  a 
reconnoitering  party  wa#  sent  forward.  This  par- 
ty proceeded  to  the  draw-bridge  unnoticed,  or 
challenged  by  sentries;  and  finding  it  down,  through 
the  omission  of  the  garrison,  they  immediately  re- 
turned and  reported  the  same. 

'Hlie  whole  body  of  volunteers  then  advanced 
upon  the  fort;  and  arri\  ing  at  the  bridge,  they  cross- 
ed it  without  opposition — pressed  through  the  in- 
ner gate,  which  was  not  secured,  and  immediately 
possessed  themselves  of  the  fort.  Only  one  sol- 
dier was  found  awake;  and  before  he  could  give  the 
alarm,  the  remainder  of  the  garrison  was  secured, 
except  Lloyd,  its  commander,  who  had  not  slept 
there  that  night.  The  garrison  were  then  placed 
under  a  guards  the  bridge  was  drawn  up— and  a 
search  commenced  for  the  obnoxious  stamped  pa- 
per. This,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  volunteers,  was 
at  lengtli  found  in  one  of  ihc  rooms  of  the  barracks, 
and  a  guard  was  placed  over  it.  Preperations  were 
Ihen  made  for  maintaining  the  fort  against  any  at- 
tack which  might  be  made  upon  it  by  the  sloop  of 
war,  when  day  light  should  arrive;  and  for  this  pur- 
pose, the  cannon  en  the  platforms  were  loaded  wiiii 
ball  and  grape  shot,  matches  were  provided,  and  a 
number  of  men  were  stationed  at  e^ch  gun;  and  a 
flag,  shewing  a  blue  field,  with  three  white  cres- 
cents,    which  the    volunteers  had   brought  with 


rence  with  the  daring  spirit  of  the  maOi,  via 
was  always  foremost  in  danger.] 

"His  next  oration  was  delivered  March  5th,  1775. 
It  was  at  his  own  solicitation  that  he  was  appointed 
to  the  duty  a  second  time.  The  fact  is  illustrative 
of  big  character,  and  worthy  of  remembrance.— 
Some  British  officers  of  the  army  then  in  Boston, 
had  publicly  declared  that  it  should  be  at  the  price 
of  the  life  of  any  man  to  speak  of  the  event  of 
March  5,  1770,  on  that  anniversary.  Warren's  soul 
took  fire  at  such  a  threat,  so  openly  made,  and  he 
wished  fur  the  honor  of  braving  it.  This  was  rea- 
dily granted,  for  at  such  a  time  a  man  would  pro- 
bably find  but  few  rivals.  Many  who  would  spurn 
the  thought  of  personal  fear,  might  be  apprehen- 
sive that  they  would  be  so  far  disconcerted  as  to 
forget  their  discourse.  It  is  easier  to  fight  brave- 
ly,  than  to  think  clearly  or  correctly  in  danger.— 
Pi(ssion  sometimes  nerves  the  arm  to  fight,  but  dis- 
turbs the  regular  current  of  thought.  Tbe  day 
came,  and  the  weather  was  remarkably  fine.  The 
Old  South  meeting-house  was  crowded  at  an  early 
hour.  The  British  officers  occupied  the  aisles,  the 
flight  of  steps  to  the  pi^lpit,  and  several  of  them 
were  within  it.  It  was  not  precisely  known  whe- 
ther this  was  accident  or  design.  The  orator,  with 
the  assisunce  of  his  friendft,  made  hia  entrance  at 

■ 

the  pulpit  window  by  a  Udder.  Tbe  officers,  see- 
ing his  coolness  and  intrepidity,  made  way  for  him 

to  advance  and  address  the  audience.  An  avful 
stillness  preceded  his  exordium.  Each  man  felt  the 
palpitations  of  his  own  heart,  and  saw  thepaJebut 
determined  face  of  his  neighbour.  The  speaker 
began  his  oration  in  a  firm  tone  of  voice,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  great  energy  and  pathos.  Warren  and 
his  friends  were  prepared  to  chastise  contumely, 
prevent  disgrace,  and  avenge  an  attempt  at  assas- 
sination. 

The  scene  was  sublime;  a  patriot  in  whom  the 
flush  of  youth,  and  the  grace  and  dignity  of  man- 
hood  were  combined,  stood  armed  in  the  sanctuar}- 


ihem  for  the  purpose,  was  hoisted  on  the  Hag  statt'  of  Cod,  to  animate  and  encourage  the  sons  of  liber- 
of  the  fbrt.  '  ^y»*nd  to  hurl  defiance  at  their  oppressors.  The  ori- 

^^!:^  lor  commenced  with  the  early  history  of  the  co»:n- 

GENrUAL  AVAKRKX.  try,  described  the  tenure  by  which  we  held  our  It- 

[It  is  well  remembered,  that  this  ardent  patriot' berties and  properly — the  allection  wehad  constant- 
twice  mounted  the  rostrum  to  address  his  fellow  ly  shown  the  parent  country,  and  boldly  told  tftem 
citizens  on  tlie  subject  of  the  massacre  of  the  how,  and  by  whom  these  blessings  oi  life  bad 
6th  of  March;  but  the  occasion  of  his  second  ap-l  been  violated.  There  was  in  this  apf/eal  to  Uriialn 
pointment  for  that  purpose  is  not  generally  known  j  —in  this  description  of  suflering,  agony  and  iior- 

Mr.  KsATP,  in  his  *'bio(jrai)hical  sketches," I  ror,    a    calm     and    high-souled    dttiance    whicA 

just  publishei!,  has  given  the  following  very  in-!  must  have  chilled  the  blood  of  »i*try  sensible  foe. 
:  cresting  eiij^knaiicn  of  it,  whi'jh  is  in  concur- 1  Such  anclhcr  hour  has  seldom  hai'i;cncd  in  ihc  h»a* 
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tory  of  mtait  and  ia  not  aurptsBed  in  the  recorda  of 
nations.  The  thandera  of  Demoathenea  rolled  at  a 
distance  from  Philip  and  hia  hoat— >and  Tully  pour- 
ed the  fierceat  torrent  of  hia  invective  when  Cata- 
line  waa  at  a  diatance,  and  hia  dagger  no  longer  to 
be  feared;  but  Warren's  speech  waa  made  to  proud 
oppressora  resting  on  their  arms,  whose  errand  it 
waa  to  overawe,  and  whoae  buainesa  it  waa  to  fight. 
If  the  deed  of  Brutus  deserved  to  be  commemo- 
rated by  history*  poetry,  painting  and  sculpture, 
should  not  this  instance  of  patrioUam  and  bravery 
be  held  in  lasting  remembrance?    If  he, 

*That  ttruek  the  fbremoit  man  of  all  thit  world,* 
was  hailed  as  the  firat  of  freemen,  what  honora  are 
not  due  to  him,  who,  undismayed,  bearded  the  Bri- 
tish lion,  to  show  the  world  what  hia  countrymen 
dared  to  do  in  the  cause  of  libtrty?  If  the  statue  of 
Brutua  mere  placed  aii^ong  tboae  of  the  goda,  who 
were  the  preaervera  of  Roman  freedom,  ahould  not 
that  of  Warren  fill  a  lofty  niche  in  the  temple  rear- 
ed  to  perpetuate  the  rememberance  of  our  birth  aa 
a  nation?" 

CAPTAIN  EZRA  LEE. 

VBOM  THE  COUaiXmCIAL  ADVlllTiaiR,  xov.  1821 

DisD,  at  Lyme,  (Connecticut),  on  the  39th  ult 
Captain  EZRA  LEE,  aged  72,  a  revolutionary  offi- 
cer.—It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  thia  officer  ia 
the  only  man,  of  which  it  can  be  aaid,  that  he  fought 
the  enemy  upon  land— upon  water— and  untler  the 
ivatcn  the  latter  mode  of  warfare  waa  aa  followa:— 

When  the  Britiah  fleet  lay  in  the  North  River,  op- 
posite to  the  ci^  of  New-York,  and  while  general 
Washington  had  poasesaion  of  the  city,  he  waa  very 
desirous  to  be  rid  of  such  neighbors.—  A  Mr.  Busb- 
nell,  of  Saybrook,  (Conn.)who  had  the  genius  of  a 
Fulton^  constructed  a  sub-marine  machine,  of  a  coni- 
cal form,  bound  together  with  iron  bands,  within 
which  one  person  might  sit,  and  with  cranks  and 
skulls,  could  navigate  it  to  any  depth  under  water. 
In  the  upper  part  was  affixed  a  vertical  acrew  for 
the  purpoae  of  penetrating  ships  bottoms,  and  to 
thia  was  attached  a  magaxine  of  powder,  within 
which  waa  a  clock,  which,  on  being  aet  to  run  any 
given  time,  would,  when  run  down,  apring  a  gun- 
lock,  and  an  explosion  would  follow.  This  Marine 
Turtle,  so  called,  waa  examined  by  gen.  Washing- 
ton, and  approved;  to  preserve  secrecy,  it  waa  ex- 
perimented within  an  incloaed  yard,  over  twenty  to 
thirty  feet  water,  and  kept  during  day-light  locked 
in  a  vessel's  hold.  The  brother  of  the  inventor  was  to 
lie  the  person  to  navigate  the  macliine  into  action, 
but  on  sinking  it  l^e  first  timf ,  he  declined  the  ser- 
vice. 


Gen.  Waahington,  unwilling  to  relinquish  the  ob- 
ject,  requested  major  general  Parsons  to  select  a 
person,  in  whom  he  could  confide,  voluntarily  to  en« 
Cpige  in  the  enterprize;  the  latter  being  well  ac 
quainted  with  the  heroic  apirit,  the  patriotism,  and   • 
the  firm  and  ateady  courage  of  the  deceased  above 
mentioned,  immediately  communicated  the  plan  and 
the  offer,  which  he  accepted,  observing  that  his  life 
waa  at  general  Washington's  aervice.    Afler  prac- 
tising the  machine,  until  he  understood  its  powem 
of  balancing  and  moving  under  water,  a  night  waa 
fixed  upon  for  the  attempt.    General  Washington, 
and  hia  associates  in  the  aecret,  took  their  atations 
upon  the  roof  of  a  house  in  Broadway,  anxiously 
waiting  the  reault.  Morning  came  and  no  intellt* 
gence  could  be  had  of  the  intrepid  aub-marine  na* 
vigator,  nor  could  the  boat  who  attended  him,  give 
any  account  of  him  after  parting  with  him  the  firat 
part  of  the  night    While  these  anxioua  spectators 
were  about  to  give  him  up  aa  lost,  several  barges 
were  seen  to  start  suddenly  from  Governor's  Island, 
(then  in  possession  of  the  British),  and  proceed 
towarda  some  object  near  the  Asia  ship  of  the  line^ 
— aa  auddenly  they  were  aeen  to  put  about  and 
steer  for  the  Island  with  apringing  oars.    In  two  or 
three  minutes  an  exploaion  took  place,  from  the  aur* 
face  of  the  water,  resembling  a  waterspout,  which 
arouaed  the  wholecity  and  region;  the  enemy  ahips 
took  the  alarm— aignala  were  rapidly  given— the 
ships  cut  their  cables  and  proceeded  to  the  Hoo^ 
with  all  poaaible  diapatch,  aweeping  their  bottoma 
with  chaina,  and  with  difficulty  prevented  their  af- 
frighted crews  from  leaping  overboard. 

During  this  scene  of  consternation,  the  deceased 
came  to  the  surface,  opened  the  brass  head  of  his 
aquatic  machine;  rose  up  and  gave  a  signal  for  the 
boat  to  come  to  him,  but  they  could  not  reach  him, 
until  he  again  deacended  under  water,  to  avoid  the 
enemy'a  ahot  ttom  the  Island,  who  had  discovered 
and  commenced  firing  in  his  wake.    Having  forced 
himself  ag^inat  a  strong  current  under  water  until 
without  the  reach  of  shot,  he  was  taken  in  tow  and 
landed  at  the  battery  amidat  a  great  crowd,  and  re- 
ported himself  to  general  Waahington,  who  expreaa- 
ed  his  entire  satisfaction,  thaf  the  object  waa  effect- 
ed, without  the  loss  of  live^.    The  deceased  was 
under  the  Asia's  bottom  more  than  two  hours,  en< 
deavoring  to  penetrate  her  copper,  but  in  vain.    He 
frequently  came  up  under  her  atem  galleries  search- 
ing for  expoaed  plank,  and  could  hear  tiie  sentinels 
cry.    Once   he  was  discovered  by  the  watch  ou 
deck,  and  heard  them  apeculate  upon  him,  but  con- 
!  eluded  a  drifted  log  had  paid  them  a  Visit— he  r«- 
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turned  to  her  keel  and  examined  it  fore  and  aft,  and 
then  proceeded  to  some  other  ships;  but  the  impos- 
nbility  of  pei^etrating^  their  copper,  for  want  of  a  re- 
sisting power,  htindreds  owed  the  safety  of  their 
lives  to  this  circumstance.  The  longest  space  of 
time  he  could  remain  under  water  was  two  hours. — 
For  a  particular  description  of  this  sub-marine  cu 
rioaity,  see  Silllroan's  journal  of  arts  and  sciences. 

The  deceased,  during  the  war,  ever  bsd  the  con 
fidence  and  esteem  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and 
was  frequently  employd  by  him  on  secret  missions  of 
importance.  He  fought  with  him  at  Trenton  and 
Ifonmouthi  at  Brandywine  the  hilt  of  his  sword  was 
■hot  away,  and  his  hat  and  coat  were  penetrated  with 
the  enemy's  balls.  On  the  return  of  peace,  be  laid 
aside  the  habiliments  of  war,  and  returned  to  his 
farm,  where,  like  Cincinnatas,  he  tilled  his  lands, 
until  DOW  called  by  the  great  commander  in  chief  to 
the  regions  above.  He  died  without  an  enemy;  be 
waa  universally  beloved.  The  suavity  of  his  man 
sers — evenness  of  temper,  and  correctness  of  princi- 
ples, was  proverbial  and  pleasing  to  all  his  acquaint- 
ance. He  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, to  an  extent  almost  unparalleled. — His  de^k 
was  the  repository  of  deeds,  contracts  and  other  evi- 
dences of  property,  as  well  as  the  widows  and  or- 
phans wealtft  for  safe  keeping.  He  constantly  read 
the  papers  of  the  day,  and  was  by  many  considered 
a  political  prophet  His  christian  and  moral  life  was 
•temly  strict;— his  Bible  his  guide  and  rule  of  ac- 
tion. **  To  do  unto  others,  as  he  would  they  should 
do  unto  him,*'  was  bis  universal  maxim  and  rule  of 
life.  His  benevolence  and  charity  was  only  circum- 


Upon  reading  tlie  Boston  remimscence  of  ibe  tea- 
ship,  the  line  quoted  from  the  old  song  occaaioaed 
the  whole  of  it  to  rise  like  an  exhalation  before  me. 

As  near  beauteous  Boston  lying. 

On  the  gently  swelling  flood. 
Without  i«ck  or  pendant  flying. 

Three  ill-fated  tea-sbipt  rode. 

Just  as  glorious  Sol  was  setting. 
On  the  wharf,  a  numerous  crew. 

Sons  of  freedom,  fear  forgetting. 
Suddenly  appear'd  in  view. 

Arm'd  with  hammers,  axes,  chbels. 
Weapons  new  for  warlike  deeds. 

Towards  tht  herbage  fieighted  wsaelc. 
They  approach 'd  with  direadfal  speed. 

Hovering  o'er  their  heads,  in  mid  Aft 
rhree  bright  angel  forma  were  seen; 

Th  it  was  Hampden,  this  was  Sidney, 
With  ikir  liberty  between. 

*Soon,'  they  cried,  'your  fiies  jou*ll  banisb, 
'Soon  your  triumph  will  be  won, 

'Scarce  shall  setting  P'  oebus  Tanish, 
'Ere  tiie  deathless  deed  be  done.* 

Quick  as  shot  the  shipi  were  boarded. 
Hatches  burst  and  cheats  diaplay'd; 

Axes,  hammers,  help  afforded. 
What  a  glorious  crash  they  made! 

Captains!  once  more  hoist  your  streamers, 
Spread  your  sails  and  plough  the  wavet 

Tell  your  masters  they  were  dreamers, 
When  they  thought  lo  cheat  the  brave. 

The  people  of  "the  good  old  thirteen  states," 

though  they  had  made  up  their  minds  to  suffering 

■nd  endurance,  did  not  enter  on  the  contests  for 

their  riglits  and  liberties  in  a  hasty  and  unadvised 


ccribed  by  his  means. — Contented  and  happy,  he  was ;  manner;  they  had  counted  the  cost,  and,  although  de- 
an example  of  the  great  blessings  which  flow  from !  termined  to  sacrifice  all  that  they  held  dear,  rather 


the  perfect  enjoyment  of  life,  reguUted  by  christian 
and  moral  virtue.  He  has  left  a  widow,(with  whom 
he  has  lived  51  years),  and  a  numerous  offspring  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  the  best  of  men. 


RKVOLUTIONARY  RIXOLLECTIOXS. 

raOX  THE  NATIONAL  GAZETTE,  OF  SEPT.  5,    1821. 

I  am  one  of  that  class  of  your  readers  who  are 
much  pleased  with  the  plan  of  the  reminiscences, 
and  wish  it  may  be  promoted,  by  our  well-informed 
aged  citizens  taking  the  trouble  to  present  to  the 
public  such  authentic  facts  and  infurmation  as  iheir 
memories  can  furnish.  It  may  be  the  means  of  pre- 
serving some  flowers,  and  placing  them  in  the  chap- 
let  of  the  historic  muse,  which  would  otherwise  f-Ai 
to  the  ground  and  perieh  in  obUvion.  I  ofl'er  the 
following. 


than  to  crouch  as  slaves,  yet  they  shuddered  a* 
being  forced  upon  that  extremity.  The  inielliger.es 
of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  the  first  blood  that  W2.^ 
drawn  in  the  quarrel,  was  received  with  the  decpcs*. 
regret;  in  Philadelphia  the  bells  were  mufBed,  and 
an  expression  of  horror  and  gloom  covered  the  coun 
tenances  of  all  its  citizens. 

Congress  first  sat  in  the  building  then  caMed  Car 
penters'  hall,  up  the  court  of  that  name  in  Cbesnu: 
street.  On  the  morning  of  the  day  that  the;,  lirs*. 
convened,  their  future  secretary,  the  now  veneribld 
Charles  Thomson,  who  resided  at  that  time  in  the 
Northern  Liberties,  and  who  afterwards  sd  ir.&t^ 
rially  assisted  to  launch  our  first  rate  republic,  b«^ 
that  morning  rode  into  the  city,  and  ali^^hted  i" 
Cbesnut  street;  he  was  immediately  accosted  I  y  a 
message  from  congress,  that  they  desired  to  spcik 
I  with  him.     lie  followed  the'messcngtr,  andj  cntc^ 
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ing  ihe  building,  has  described  himself  as  struck  1 
with  awe,  apon  yiewing  the  aspects  of  so  many  great 
and  good  men  impressed  with  the  weight  and  re 
sponsibiiity  of  their  situation,  on  the  perilous  edge  of 
which  they  were  tlien  advancing.  He  Wslked  up 
the  aisle,  and  bowing  to  the  president,  desired  to 
know  their  pleasure. 

"Congress  request  your  services,  sir,  as  their  se- 
cretary." He  took  his  seat  at  the  desk,  and  never 
looked  back  until  the  vessel  was  securely  anchored 
in  the  haven  of  independence. 

The  first  speaker,  (I  mean  the  first  who  rose  to 
speak)  in  that  congress,  was  Patrick  Henry,  an  ora- 
tor  undoubtedly,  but  not  superior  to  many  who  took 
their  seats  on  that  day,  although  his  biographer  has 
ascribed  to  his  eloquence  the  fulmimiting  character 
of  Demosthenes.  What  he  said  on  that  occasion  was 
short  and  practical. 

Peyton  Randolph,  first  president  of  congress,  died 
in  October,  1775,  at  the  seat  of  Henry  Hill,  Roxbo- 
rough,  near  Philadelphia,  where  be  had  accepted  an 
invitation  to  dine  with  other  company.  He  fell  from 
his  seat  in  an  apoplectic  fit,  and  immediately  ezpir- 
ed«    Ilis  corpse  was  taken  to  Virginia  for  Interment. 

With  respect  to  the  notices  of  the  still  more  re- 
mote **olden  time"  in  Pliiladelplkia,  William  Penn, 
at  his  first  coming,  brought  over  the  frame  of  a  house 
which  was  set  up  for  him  in  town  and  remained  in 
being  for  many  years.  I  have  also  heard  that  the 
first  mill  for  grinding  corn  was  brought  over  in  a 
similar  manner,  and  was  placed  on  Ridley  Creek. 

Tobacco  was  at  first  cultivated  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  among  her  earliest  exports.  An  old  petition 
to  the  governor  and  council  for  a  road  to  GermaD> 
town,  mentions  'the  tobacco  field,  (in  Front  street), 
near  the  town.' 

'\^'hen  Wiiliam  Penn  arrived  the  second  time  with 
bis  family,  in  1699,  he  brought  over  a  coach.  In  the 
former  part  of  last  century,  Isaac  Norris,  semr.  of 
FAirhill,  kept  a  coach  and  four— he  lived  out  of 
town,  and  like  his  worthy  decendant  of  our  time,  had 
a  large  family.  His  cotemporary,  Jonathan  Dickin- 
son, a  gentleman  who  had  moved  from  Jamaica  to 
Fennsylvaniva,  had  likewise  a  coach  and  four.  A 
very  respectableold  gentleman,  who  died  some  years 
since,  has  told  me  that  he  well  remembered  when 
there  were  but  eight  four-wheeled  carriages  in  the 
whole  province;  viz.  the  three  above  mentioned,  capt. 
Anthoney  Palmer's,  Andrew  Hamilton's,  James  Lo- 
gan's, judge  Lloyd's,  of  Chester,  and,  I  think,  judge 
Langhome's,  of  Bucks. 

The  bells  of  Christ  church  were  first  tolled  on  ac- 
count of  the  deatli  of  t!:f  wife  of  optain  Palmer, 


when  a  futal  accident  happened  to  one  of  the  ring- 
ers Cap^sin  Palmer  was  president  of  the  council 
after  James  Logan,  about  the  year  1740.  Some  of 
his  descendants  are  still  among  us.  O. 

RXCOLLECTIONS  OF  A  SOLDIKR'S  DAUGHTER. 

raoM  woodwobtb's  litekait  caskkt. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
my  father  had  attained  the  age  when  the  mind 
yields  most  easily  to  the  passion  fbr  n-.ilitary  glwiy, 
and  he  was  among  the  flntt  who  were  enrolled  under 
the  banner  of  American  liberty. 

The  sentiment  of  freedom  was  electric,  and  no  age 
or  ^ex  was  exempt  from  its  influence.  Tlie  fond 
mother,  who  had  shrunk  from  exposing  the  darling 
of  her  bosom  to  the  slightest  personal  danger,  now 
beheld,  with  proud  satisfaction,  that  son  decorated 
with  the  knapsack  her  own  hand  had  wrought,  and 
carefully  resigned  him  to  the  call  of  patriotism. 

Thus  do  the  ser.timents  of  freedom  elevate  ihe 
mind  above  its  ordinary  exertions,  and  call  forth  the 
latent  energies  of  soul,  that  have  immortalized  a 
Cornelia.  My  venerable  grandsirc,  whom  I  can  just 
remember  as  an  old  man  with  snowy  locks,  who  used 
to  pacify  my  infant  clamors  «ilh  tales  of  militai7 
prowess,  was  often  heard  to  boast  that  he  led  five 
sons  to  the  battle  of  Dunker-liill. 

The  third  of  these  sons  was  he  from  whom  I  in- 
herited that  spirit  of  patriotism  which  has  accom- 
panied me  through  life.  With  feelings  which  neither 
time  nor  sorrow  can  obliterate,  I  review  the  scenes 
of  my  childhood,  and  while  my  brave  parent,  bendin|p 
with  fige  and  infirmity,  is  verging  to  the  grave,  a  de- 
sire to  snatch  his  memory  from  oblivion  prompts  ae 
to  record  the  following  detail: 

Some  of  the  brightest  years  of  my  existence  Were 
passed  in  the  vicinity  of  Bunker-hill,  and  I  was  earij 
taught  to  venerate  that  spot,  as  connected  with  a 
display  of  that  magnanimous  virtue.  It  was  to  that 
spot  my  gallant  father  ]^a  his  family  of  sprightly 
boys,  snd,  over  the  grave  of  Warren,  inculcated  les- 
sons of  heroism  and  virtue.  Nor  was  I  always  ex« 
eluded  from  the  party,  fbr  though  my  father  believ* 
ed  that  nature  had  designed  me  fbr  a  domestic 
sphere,  he  did  not  believe  that  an  ardent  love  of 
liberty  and  thorough  estimate  of  its  value,  as  pur- 
chased by  the  bloo<i  of  my  fathers,  could  unfit  me  fbr 
the  discharge  of  the  important  duties  which  Provi* 
dence  has  assigned  to  a  woman. 

It  was  a  fine  morning  in  May,  and  nature  seeaed 
to  have  communicated  her  smile  to  the  heart,  and 
ilifftilpd  a  Joyous  serenity  over  all  its  feelings,  when 
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my  three  little  brothers  and  myielf  recieved  the  led  wai  my  poor  dninroefy  who  was  killed  not  fi?c 


welcome  summons  to  pfepire  to  attend  our  parent 


paces  from  me;  but  the  next,  not  at  all  deterred  b<r 
the  fate  of  his  comrade,  commenced  the  race^  ani 
got  OTer  in  safety.  In  like  manner  most  of  our  he< 
roic  band  succeed  ed,  and  one  honest  fellow,  as  he 
bowed  to  the  word  of  command,  thus  addressed 
me,  'captsin  I  see  it  is  close  dodging,  but  let  ne  once 
get  safely  over,  and  1*11  spend  my  heart's  last  drop 
for  you,  and  bring  you  off  again  dead  or  aUtc,  that 
I  will." 

"Thia  honest  fellow  was  a  natiTe  of  Ireland,  and 


on  his  morning  excursion.— «  Whither  shall  we  walk?** 
said  he,  as  we  sallied  forth  witii  all  the  eagerness  of 
childhood — "To  Bunker-hill"  was  the  spontaneous 
reply  of  every  little  voice,  and  to  Bunker-hill  my 
father  led  the  way. 

Daj's  of  artless  innocence,  alas!  ye  are  fled  forever- 
Never  can  I  recal  the  sportive  hilarity  with  which 
we  lightly  bounded  over  the  adjacent  fields,  never 
regain  the  innocent  gaity  and  improvident  lightness 
of  heart,  that,  under  present  enjoymenU,shut  the  fu-  **'*^"^  *»*  ™^"^'*«  previous  was  confined  for  debt  ia 


ture  from  my  view.    Yet  memory,  busy  memory,  oft 


the  prison  of  Salem,  whence  I  releaaed  him  on  co-i- 


reurdsthe  flowery  way,  and,in  the  ffsiona  of  the  past,  ^*^'°"  ^^^^  ^«  ^°«^^  "^*»»*«  »"^  never  man  was  bles- 


loses  the  sense  of  the  present,  and  the  anticipations 
of  the  future. 

With  that  buoyancy  of  spirit  which  refuses  to 
yield  to  weariness,  we  climbed  the  ascent,  and  found 
ourselves  on  the  summit,  from  whence  we  were  pre- 
sented with  a  view  of  the  whole  peninsula,  with  the 
bay  and  harbor  of  Boston.    My  father  pointed  out 


sed  with  a  more    devoted    friend  than  Murphy 
M*Culloch  proved  to  mt. 

"1  waa  the  last  to  make  the  sdrenturous  attempt, 
and  though  the  balls  showered  about  my  head,  none 
were  permitted  to  touch  me,  and  we  gained  the  eo- 
trenchment,  and  passed  into  the  line  of  battle. 

"On  this  spot  as  near  as  I  could  recollect,  1  stood. 


the  relative  position  of  the  armies,  and  entered  into  and  endeavored  to  do  m^  duty  as  n  soldier  of  liber- 
a  minute  detail  of  events,  which  abler  historians  have !  ly.  I  received  a  ball  through  the  calf  of  my  Ug, 
recorded:  they  will  not  therefore  occupy  a  place  in  j  and  another  through  my  left  shoulder,  but  t.:ete 

were  mere  trifles,  and  atood  my  ground  in  spits  of 
them. 

"llie  gallant  and  generous  Warren  was  on  horse- 
back, pressing  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other. 


this  narration. 

His  own  personal  adventure,  and  nsrrow  escape 
from  a  living  g^ave,  are  all  that  filial  piety  will  jus- 
tify this  feeble  attempt  to  perpetuate. 


••Pr.y  p.p..».aid myoldest  brother.  "wa,iibere'"""*^'"P  *'  "'•°P»  ^  '  ''K""*"'  **'"•"««•  »* 
that  you  received  that  ugly  wound  that  bad  nearly  I*'""''  •""'  h«nedhiiii  wUb  love  and  gratitude, 
cost  you  your  lire?**  I     "He  had  ever  distinguished  me  with  p^cuIU" 

tiff  «.«-  ^«  4k;«  ««.„  «^^i.   —  L  I  •  J  *f    marks  of  frienilship,  snd    as  he  passed  the  ^pnt 

"It  was  on  this  very  spot,  my  son,  behind  this,  '^  r  r 

v...«.o«  «>^..b.     !»..♦  «!,-.  -•^.    -1  .1-       ;  where  I  sood,  he  condescended  to  address  me  with 

orfiast-worK — but  the  story  iti  long —  you  must  have  i  * 

r.«tu»«.<>  «r.4  i^»  »«  «^ ^^^^^*»t\u •  ..•      )i  words  of  cordial  recojjniiion.    I  knownot  ^»beibir 

patience,  and  let  me  commence  at  the  beginning.    |  '^ 

'  any  historian  ,  has  recorded  the  last  words  of  IhA 

Each  little  heart  beat  high  with  expectation,  and  ^„^^  ^^,  j,^li^^^j  ^,,^y  ^^^  addressed  to  mvself. 

mutually  promising  profound  attention,  we  listened .  ..^.  ^^.^^^^  ^^^j^  ^^^  „  ^^  ^^,„^^  ^^  i^^„ 

to  the  following  tale.  !       x    i  i  *     r     .i         i     *•        *• 

**  i  me),  do  )  otir  duty,  for  the  salvation  of  our  ccuntrj- 

"You  sec  that  narrow  spedk  of  land  yonder  that  1  depends  on  this  day's  action." 

i»r»ites  the  peninsula  of  Charlestown  to  the  adjacent;     ,.,,    ,     ,  ^  .  _^,.^ ,  ..^  ^^^^^  u^e  -- .  w         i      r  ■ 
'^  -*  \     "lie  Iiad  not  moved  ten  paces  before  I  tav  hnfu. 

country.    Over  that  isthmus,  it  became  my  duty  to    4*.i    ♦_  _     ..     «u^ii  i •  u..  ^      -j         j 

'  -^        ■'        At  ti\at  moment  a  shell  burst  by  my  side,  a.nd  hj^ 

lead  the  little  band  under  my  command,  to  join  the  ..  i  r    .  •  .    .u  i  *u  •  •    . 

^  *      •'  thrown  several  feet  into  the  air,  and  then  p recip.u*.- 

main  army,  in  the  intrenchment,  where  we  now-    ,  ...  i^„,i.  ♦^  tu*  ».^....  i 
•^  '  led  Violently  to  the  ground. 

stand.    You  see  how  it  is  exposed  to  water— well       «.r  »    nu^u    u^  .u^n    .       i.        •   .• 

^  "A  frajjment  of  the  broken  shell  struck  mem  U  ■: 

there  lay  the  Glasgow  frigate,  which  kept  up  a  con-:  u       .        i  j  . .  • e  •i      »  j 

^  "*  t>      »  J       J*     ^wi   .  breast,  and  caused  a  contusion  of  the  stero'im,  ir-i 

tinual  fire  of  shot  and  bomb,  across  that  P*".  while ,  ^,,^  ^i„,^„,  ^^^^^  „y  „,,„,^  ,y,,^„  sustained,  toot 
several  floating  batterie*.  and  the  forl.fic.tion  on  f.^^„  „^  ^^^  p„,„  „f  ^„j.,„„ 
Copps>  hill,  endeavored  to  annoy  the  troops  on  the!     ..,.,„„ j  ^..^^ed  from  my  mouth,  nose  and  e»r=. 
bill,  and  drive  them  from  the  entrenchment.  1  „  ^  j  i,y  ^^^„^^  ^.„^  ^^^^  „„,^,^  ^„  ,^,^^  , . 

"My  little  band  had  each  the  spirit  of  aLeonidas,  •  move,  but  for  some  time  perfectly  conscious, 
and  not  a  murmur  was  heard  when  1  ordered  them ;     "I  remember  to  have  heard  col,  B— .  who  was  bv 
to  attempt    gaining  the  hill,  by   running  singly ,  father's  friend,  exclaim  'William  is  dead  ihen"  wf" 
across  the  dangerous  pass.    The  Brst  who  attempt- 1  he  died  like  a  soldier.' 
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**l  felt  the  prettiire  of  bit  hand  opoa  ny  forehead, 
M  he  leaned  over  met  **he's  ^ne^  poor  fellow*  bat 
1*11  take  hit  aword— 'the  regulan  thai!  nerer  get 
that." 

**Thit  aword  waa  a  preaent  from  Warren^  and* 
though  in  that  awfiil  monent  my  aoul  teemed  flut- 
tering on  the  Terge  of  eternity,  it  gave  me  inezpre«- 
tible  pleature,  to  find  that  the  gift  of  friendthip  wat 
likely  to  be  pretenred.  ' 

**  A  faintnets  now  came  over  me»  and  I  beard  no 
more,  and  (or  what  tucceeded  am  indebted  to  the 
obtenration  of  col.  B— — . 

•*  The  Americana  fought  with  determination  and 
bravery  until  their  last  round  of  ammonition  was 
expended,  and  they  were  reluctantly  compelled  to 
retreat. 

"My  poor  Irish  soldier,  actuated  by  a  sentiment 
that  should  immortalize  bis  name, now  declared  thai 
the  BritUh  thould  never  have  hie  captain%  aUve  or  dead. 
He  sought  among  the  sUin  for  the  brcathleaa  form  of 
one  he  loTed,  and  at  laat  recognised  the  object  of 
hia  aearch,  among  a  heap  of  human  bodiea,  which 
aome  resolute  aoldiers,  where  the  breastwork'  hap- 
pened to  be  too  high,  had  piled  up  to  atand  on. 

''He  bore  the  inanimate  body  on  hia  ahoulder 
fVom  the  scene  of  carnage;  but  unable,  thus  loaded, 
to  keep  up  with  his  companiooa,  a  shot  from  the 
pursuera  terminated  his  life,  when  the  main  body 
of  the  retreating  army  waa  out  of  danger* 

<'Some  frienda  who  knew  us,  patting  immediately 
ftfter,  thought  they  ditcovered  b  me  signt  of  return- 
iig lif(»,  and  by  their  means  I  waa  conreyed  to  the 
liospital." 

Dy  this  time  the  little  aodltora  were  in  teara,  and 
even  Warren  waa  awhile  forgoUen  in  admiration  of 
the  fidelity  of  the  Iriah  soldier. 

Vfy  iatber,  though  a  braTe  man  and  a  aoldier, 
wept-— and  though  the  lapse  of  twenty  years  has 
presented  new  and  varied  objectaHo  my  mind,  I  am 
not  ashamed  that  a  kindred  tear  hu  blotted  the  page 
that  reeorda  hia  story. 

RecoTertng  his  usual  composure,  and  addressmg 
himself  particularly  to  me,  my  father  thus  continued: 

"What  follows  is  an  example  of /emaf^  heroism 
and  tenderness,  if  recorded  on  the  page  of  history, 
might  form  a  counterpart  to  the  atory  of  the  Roman 
mother,  who  died  from  the  effect  of  joyful  surprise, 
when  her  son,  whom  she  thought  dead,  was  restored 
to  her  amitf. 

"My  mother  received  the  news  that  her  darling 
had  fallen  in  battle,— but  ehed  no  tear  9. 

"Her  son  had  done  his  duty,  and  what  more  in 
theae  times  of  peril  could  a  virtuous  mother  desire? 

A^eetbly  to  thf  primitive  custom  of  our  fathers 
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the  whole  fomily  appeared  at  church  the  next  tab* 
bath,  clothed  in  habiliraentt  of  aorrow,  and  in  th« 
note  which  the  minltter  read  for  the  deeeaaed,  wai 
an  expreaaion  of  triumph  that  he  bad  fallen  for  li« 
btrty. 

"The  next  morning  at  my  mother  aat  by  her  wifi« 
dow,  intently  watchfaig  aome  little  ahrubbery  whicli 
the  hand  of  her  departed  child  had  planted,  th« 
ditcovered«  through  the  vista  of  the  trees  that  em« 
bowered  our  peaceful  dwelting«  a  litter,slowly  wind* 
ing  along  the  road* 

**The  hope  of  being  able  to  afford  relief  or  re« 
freahment  to  a  wounded  aoldier,  drew  my  mother  to 
the  little  gate  that  teparated  her  own  eultivated 
lawn  from  the  highway. 

''Will  you  atop  and  reat^'  aaid  she  to  the  matt 
who  coodnetod  the  litter—"  iVe  go  no  farther,"  wai 
the  reply.  She  heard  no  more — the  truth  flashed 
across  her  mind  and  At/aitUedt 

"Long  and  tenderly  waa  I  nursed  by  that  heroiO 
woman,  and  though  ahe  sympathised  in  every  paia 
t  felt,  ahe  never  breathed  a  regret  fbr  the  part  I  had 
acted,  and  when  I  waa  again  able  to  join  my  regi« 
ment,  ahe  mingled  with  her  parting  blessing  a  fer« 
vent  prayer  that  all  her  children  might  prefer  death 
to  slavery.'*  Such  waa  my  father^a  tale— could  1 
hear  it  and  ever  forget  that  I  am  a  aoldier's  daugh« 
ter?  Never,  never.  RecoUectiona  of  patriotism  ara 
impreaaed  on  every  page  of  my  exiatence,  and  sen« 
timenta  of  freedom  twined  with  every  fibre  of  my 
heart. 

Sadly  at  the  tenor  of  my  daya  kave  passed,  and 
aordy  aa  the  atorma  of  sorrow  have  beaten  on  my 
head,  there  are  houra  when  the  tide  of  impeiuoua 
feelmg  ruahea  back  to  the  acenea  of  my  infancy, 
and  finds,  in  tracing  the  leaaona  of  paternal  love,  n 
kind  of  half  oblivion  to  my  cares.  Then  it  is  that 
the  spirit  of  my  father  glowt  with  undiminished  ar- 
dour,  and  it  is  my  pride  and  my  boast  that  I  am  n 

SOLDIER'S  DAUGHTER. 


Extract  from  an  ElecHen  Sermon,  delivered  hy  prerf* 
dent  StiUi,  before  the  Conneclicui  legielatwre,  in  Mag^ 
1783. 

"While  we  render  our  supreme  honors  td  the 
Most  High,  the  God  of  armies,  let  us  recollect,  with 
afTectionate  honor,  the  bold  and  brave  sons  of  free* 
dom,  who  wiUingly  effered  themtelvee,  and  bled  in  tho 
defence  of  their  country.  Our  fellow  citizens,  th« 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  patriot  army,  who,  with 
the  Manlys,  the  Joneaes,  and  other  gallant  coroman* 
dert  and  brave  seamen  of  the  American  nity,  bare 
heroically  fought  the  war  by  sea  and  by  land,  merit, 
of  their  Qoct  bleeding,  but  now  triumphant  eaimtr^rf 
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laurels,  erowni,  rewardt,  an  ^  the  highest  honors* 
K^rer  wss  the  profinsion  of  arms  used  with  moi^ 
glory,  or  in  a  better  cause,  since  the  days  of  Joshua 
the  son  of  Nun.  O  Wi!<Hiir«TO*!  how  do  1  love  thy 
name!  how  often  hav^  I  adored  and  blessed  thy  God, 
Ibr  creating  and  forming  thee  the  great  ornament  of 
human  kind.  Upheld  and  protected  by  the  omnipo- 
tent, by  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  th>u  hast  been  sustained 
and  carried  through  one  of  the  most  arduous  snd 
important  wars  in  all  history.  The  world  and  pos- 
terity  will,  with  admiration,  contemplate  thy  deli- 
berate, cool,  and  stable  judgment,  thy  Tirtues,  thy 
valor  and  heroic  acSievements,  as  far  surpassing 
those  of'Cyrus,  whom  the  world  loved  and  adored. 
The  sound  of  thy  fame  shall  go  out  into  all  the  earth, 
and  extend  to  diatant  ages.  Thou  hast  convinced 
the  world  of  the  biavtt  of  tibtuv— for,  in  thee  thit 
beauty  shines  with  distinguished  lustre.  Those  who 
would  not  recognize  Mnybeavty  invirtne  in  the  world 
beside,  will  yet  reverence  it  in  thee.  There  is  a  glory 
in  thy  disinterested  benevolence,  wliich  the  greatest 
chsracters  would  purchase,  if  possible,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  worlds,  and  which  may  excite  indeed  their 
emulation,  but  cannot  be  felt  by  the  venal  great — 
who  think  every  thing,  even  virtue  and  true  glory, 
may  be  bought  and  sold,  and  trace  our  every  action 
to  motives  terminating  in  eel/; 

'<Find  virtue  local,  all  relation  scorn, 
"See  all  in  self, and  but  for  eel/he  bom.** 


baron  de  Steuben  shall  waf  its  fragrance  to  the 
monarch  of  Prussis:  a  marquis  de  la  Fkyette  shsU 
waft  it  to  a  far  greater  monarch,  and  diflTuse  tbj 
renown  throughout  Europe.  Listening  angels  shall 
cstch  the  odour,  waft  it  to  heaveo,  and  perhxmt  the 


timverse; 


■• 


KOSCIUSCO. 

The  following  is  not  a  revolutionary  paper,  but  ti 
relites  to  a  noble  volunteer  in  the  cause  of  libertt 
in  the  new  world,  and  a  fearless  advocate  (or  the 
freedom  of  his  native  land  in  the  old;  and  a  pre- 
servation of  the  eulogium  upon  him  b  due  to  bit 
services.  It  was  delivered  at  Warsaw  on  the  14th 
Nov..  1817,  by  M.  Von  JS/eimeexgiwez,  who  was  bis 
bosom  friend.  The  translation  here  used  wu 
made  for  the  '^Republican  Cttisen/*  published  at 
Fredericktown,  Maryland. 

This  mournful  solemnity,  these  fbneral  ritet 
these  blazing  tapirs,  this  assemhlage  of  dejected 
knights  and  people,  the  doleful  voice  of  the  vener- 
able divine,  all,  all  conspire  to  impress  upon  «  s 
strong  perception  of  our  great,  our  irreparable  Ion 
What  can  I  add  to  the  accuteneas  of  your  feelii^ 
or  how  dilate  upon  the  ardent  exprieaaions  of  'the 
reverend  ministers  of  religion'  Alas!  it  does  not 
appertain  to  these  grey  hairs,  to  this  cnfieeblrd 


voice,  to  a  mind  blunted  with  years,  and  weakened 
But  tliou,  O  Washi'^gton,  fbrgottest  thyself,  when '  b>  i'^firmitics,  to  eulogize  the  man,  who  was  court- 
thou  lovedsl  thy  bleedirg  rountry  Not  Ml  the  gcUl '  ff**  '"*•  ""'^  generous  in  war,  and  amiable  in  peace, 
of  Opliir,  nor  a  worH  filled  ^ith  rubies  knd  dia-  »^'»*  *"«^^  ^^'^  y^"''  ^^^''^^''  ""mindful  of  the  re- 
mends,  could  Rffpct  or  purchase  the  sublime  and  straints  and  difficuUics  under  which  I  labor,  I  wiU 
noMe  feelings  of  thine  heart,  in  that  single  self  >nr'.eavor.  to  comply,  and,  although  myself  over, 
moved  act,  when  thou  renoui  ceds.i  ihr  rea.rds  of.  whelmed  with  Rrier,  viil  become  the  interpreter 
generalship,  ar.d heroically  tookesi  upon  thyself  the; ^f  ^^'^  univerinl  n.ourning. 

dangerous  as  well  as  ;4rduous  office  of  generah^^simoj  Great  and  destructive  have  been  the  losses  sus- 
"-and  this  at  a  solemn  moment,  when  thou  diclst  de-  i  tained  by  our  country  in  tlie  lapse  of  a  few  years, 
liberately  caftthedir,  tor  the  dubious,  the  very  du-  but  we  have  felt  none  with  such  keen  anguiah,  a^ 
bious  alternative  of  a  gibbet  or  a  triuT*phat  arch/ —  I  thai  which  we  now  bewail  in  the  decease  of  our  be- 
But,  beloved,  enshielded  and  blessed  by  the  (jreat  j  loved  Kobciusco.  To  mention  the  name  of  Rosciuc- 
Melchisedec,  the  king  of  righteousness  as  weii  asico,  that  pattern  of  virtuous  ciiize-shipi  to  depict 
peace,  thou  hast  triumphed  gloriously.  Such  has  i  Ins  love  of  country,  which  continued  to  blaze  out 
been  thy  military  wisdom  in  the  struggles  of  this !  wvtiilsv  there  was  a  breath  of  life  remaining;  his  fear- 
arduous  conflict,  such  the  noble  rectitude,  amiable-  less  intrepidity  in  battle;  his  manly  fortitude  in  ad- 
ness  and  mansuetude  of  thy  character:  someihinf;  'veraity;  hi»  patient  endurance  of  suffering;  his  Ko* 
is  there  so  sin^rularly  glorious  and  venerable  thrown   man  up*'i|;htne.ss  of  deportment;  his  delicate  modes- 


by  Heaven  about  thee,  that  not  only  does  thy  coun 
try  I  >ve  thee,  but  our  very  enemies  stop  the  mad- 


ness of  their  6re  in  full  vol'-y,  stop  the  illiberaii.y  |  numberless  painful  emotions  in  the  breast  of  every 


ty,  'hat  inseparable  accompaniment  of  real  worth- 
is  to  awaken  a  thousand  pleasing,  but  atas  !   also 


of  iheir  slander,  at  thy  name,  as  if  rebuked  from 
Heaven  with  a  "touch  not  mine  anointed,  and  do  n«y 
BSRo  on  harm."  Thy  fame  is  of  sweeter  perfume 
than  Arabian  spices  in  the  gardens  of  Periiia.    A 


native  of  Poland. 

Ere  History  shall  record  our  misfortunes,  and  er 
hibit,  in  their  true  light,  the  meriitt  of  this  truly 
great  man,  be  it  permitted  to  us,  his  contempon 
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ries,  to  notice,  in  condensed  brevity,  his  noble  ac- 
tions, and  the  principal  incidents  of  his  life. 

TaioDBUs  Ko^Giusco,  descended  from  an  ancient 
family  in  the  palatinate  of  Brescia,  in  Lithuania 
proper,  received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in 
the  military  academy  founded  by  Stanislaus  Augpis 
tus*  The  commandant  of  that  academy,  prince 
Adam  Caartorski,  soon  remarked  the  uncommon 
military  genius  of  the  youth,  together  with  his  pre- 
dilection for  the  science  of  vnr,  and  in  consequence, 
sent  him  into  France  to  complete  his  studies.  To 
Che  latest  moments  of  his  life,  Kosciusco  g^tefully 
veroembered  the  obligations  which  he  owed  to  the 
bounty  of  his  benefactor.  The  abject,  impotent  and 
submissive  tituation  of  Poland,  at  that  period,  en- 
gen  lered  dejection  and  despair  in  his  useful  breast. 
He  left  his  country  and  repaired  to  a  foreign  land, 
there  to  fight  the  battles  of  independence,  when  he 
found  that  her  standard  would  .lot  be  raised  in  the 
l;ind  of  his  birth.  A^  the  companion  of  the  immor- 
Ui  Wasbixotjs,  de  fought  bruvely  from  the  Hud- 
ton  to  the  Potomac,  from  the  snores  of  the  Atlan- 
tic to  the  lakes  of  Canada.  He  patiently  endured 
incredible  fatigue;  he  acquired  renown;  and,  what 
W..S  iikfiiiiely  more  Vkluable  in  his  estimation,  he 
acquired  the  lave  and  gratitude  of  a  disenthraled 
nation.  The  flag  of  the  United  States  waved  in  tri 
umph  over  the  American  fbrts,  and  Hit  great  work 
of  liberauon  was  finished  ere  Kosciusco  returned  to 
his  native  country. 

Just  at  tbat.period  Poland  awoke;  but  alas!  awoke 
too  late  firom  her  deplorable  lethargy.  She  had  pro- 
claimed the  memorable  constitution  of  the  third  of 
May,  and  determined  to  acknowledge  no  laws  but 
her  own.  Hence  Uie  inimical  attack,  hence  the  de- 
solating wars  which  ensued.  Say,  ye  few  remain- 
ing witnesses— say  ye  fields  of  Zielenice  and  Uu- 
bioki,  did  not  Kosciusco,  did  not  the  Poles  con- 
tend with  a  valor  worthy  the  tons  of  Poland? 
— it  was  not  that  our  feeble  force  was  over- 
powered: No-»it  was  by  the  stratagems  and  wiles 
of  our  enemies  that  our  arms  were  wrested  from 
our  hands,  and  the  burning  desure  for  the  combat 
tmothered;  aye,  smothered!  for  in  a  short  time  the 
dismemberment  of  our  territory,  and  the  contemp- 
tuous, the  scornful  treatment  which  we  received,  ex- 
tsperated  the  feelings  of  our  people.  I'he  excess  of 
their  misfortunca  and  tufferings  routed  them  to  an 
efibrt  of  noble  and  almost  frenzied  desperation. 
His  enraged  countrymen  grasped  the  sword  and 
placed  it  in  the  hands  of  Kosciusco! 

The  fraternal  bonds  which  unite  ut  to  another 
nation,  the  protection  of  one  common  tovereign, 
and  the  gratitude  due  to  Alexander,  forbid  that  I 


should  enlarge  upon  the  occurrences  of  the  memo« 
rable  war  which  followed.  The  army  of  Kosciusco 
was  not  composed  of  warriors,  arrayed  in  'the  pride 
of  military  pomp:'  N  <!  he  led  troops  of  irritated  pea* 
santry  to  the  field  of  glory;  peasantry,  armed  with  the 
implements  of  husbandry,  against  experienced  and 
veteran  soldiers!— Huw  many  battles,  sieges,  dread* 
ful  nocturnal  sallies  and  skirmishes  did  they  sustain? 
The  earth  was  ensangumed  witk  the  blood  of  the 
commandants  ere  it  furnished  them  with  graves. 

The  result  of  all  these  sacrificea,  tufferings  and 
exertions,  were  Inhuman  fietters.  The  captivity  con- 
tinued two  years,  and  would  have  laatedyet  longen 
— nor  woul<lsi  thou,  K  >sciusco,  have  ended  thy  daya 
in  Solothum's  free  walls— nor  would  you,  ye  weep- 
ing sons  of  Poland,  have  again  enjoyed  the  sweet 
smiles  of  hberty,  but  would  have  dragged  out  the 
miserable  remnant  of  your  Uvea  in  darx  and  moul- 
dering dungeons,  had  it  not  been  for  the  magnani- 
mous interference  of  Paul  I.    The  first  act  of  hit 
reign  was  to  burst  the  fetters  of  twenty  thowand 
Poiet.  Thanks  to  thee,  venerable  shade!   The  name 
ot'J*aui  cannot  be  mentioned  by  a  native  of  Poland^ 
without  feelings  of  gtnuine  gratitude! 

Wicn  Kosciusco  was  liberated,  he  did  not  torn 
his  steps  to  that  depressed  and  mourning  country^ 
wiiich  had  already  become  as  a  strange  land  to  him. 
No:  he  turned  his  eyes  to  that  distant  shore,  where 
in  his  youth,  he  had  mingled  in  the  combut  for  li* 
berty  and  independence;  to  thai  land  which  he  knew 
would  receive  htm  as  one  of  her  own  children.  Al* 
tliough  cuvered  with  scars  ^nd  crippled*  he  did  not 
permit  the  fatiguea  and  dangers  of  the  voyage  to 
dishearten  him.  He  embai Xed  for  America;  and,  du- 
ring this  voyage,  the  ocean  had  nearly  become  the 
grave  of  our  hero.  A  vessel,  belonging  to  a  fleet  of 
merchantmen,  returning  from  Jamaica,  was  separat* 
ed  from  her  company  in  a  dark  night,  and  whilst 
sailing  with  the  greatest  rapidity,  struck  the  Ame- 
rican ship.  MaSiS,  riggi  ig  and  sails  were  instantly 
entangled*  Two  large  vessels  lay  beating  forcibly 
against  each  oiber.  Great  waa  uie  lumuit,  noise 
and  disorder  upon  deck— death  stared  us  in  the 
face.  Kosciusco  viewed  the  scene,  at  thia  dismay* 
ing  and  terrifying  moment,  with  hia  usual  serenity 
and  composure:  but  his  lasi  hour  had  not  yet  arriv* 
ed.  Providence  had  ordained  thai  he  should  sur- 
vive to  see  that  day  on  which  ihegenerouk  Alexander 
proclaimed  the  restoration  of  the  kingdom  of  Po- 
land. We  escaped  this  imminent  danger  with  the 
lots  of  the  main-mast  and  torn  tails,  hue  the  voyage 
was,  in  consequence  of  the  disaster,  protracted  to 
seventy  days.  At  length  we  espied  the  happy  shores 
of  the  land  of  freedom*    Pennsylvania!  the  country 
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of  Pm  and  FsAHiunr,  receired  KoMiaseo  into  her 
bcMom.  After  tufiering  such  aceumuUted  miaeries, 
tbia  waa  the  firat  happy  and  joyful  mooienu  The 
membera  of  congreaa.  then  in  aeaaion— hia  old  com- 
patriota  in  aroia-*bia  frienda  and  acqaaintaneea,  and 
the  ciliaena  generally^  hailed  hif  arriTal  with  unaf- 
fected pleaaure.  The  people  aurrounded  the  car- 
riage of  him,  who  had  been  one  of  their  ftvorite 
ehiefa,  who  h^d  aufiered  ao  much  in  their  cauae,  and 
#ccompanied  him  to  his  lodginga.  Not  only  in  Ame- 
rica, but  alao  in  every  European  city  through  which 
lie  ptaaed  after  hia  liberation,  in  Stockholm,  in  Lon- 
don, and  in  Bristol,  all  thoae  who  cheiiabed  in  their 
heart!  a  love  of  liberty,  and  a  regard  for  her  defSen- 
dera,  thronged  about  him  and  gave  him  the  moat 
lively  demonatrationa  of  their  eateem.  Oh!  it  waa 
grettfiil  to  the  heart  of  a  Po)ander  to  perceive,  in 
the  honor  and  respect  with  which  hia  chief  waa  re- 
ceived, eateem  aqd  commisseratlon  for  the  fate  of 
•n  unjustly  destroyed  nation. 

Waa  it  the  delusion  of  hope  or  the  wish  to  have 
the  advantage  ef  the  best  medical  advice,  that  in- 
duced Koaciqaco  to  viait  the  shores  of  Eufope  once 
more?  If  it  was  hope,  soon,  alas!  did  he  prepeire  its 
fkllaciousness  and  vanity,  and  the  inutility  of  human 
exertions.  He  rejected  the  bustle  and  applaoae  of 
the  world,  and,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  enclosed 
liimself  in  the  mantle  of  his  own  virtues  and  retired 
to  the  rural  aolitude  of  a  farm.  Here  agriculture 
was  his  employment,  bis  solace,  and  his  delight.^ 
He  left  his  peaceful  retirement,  for  the  first  time, 
to  thank  the  illustrious  Mexanjrr  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Polish  name.  His  aversion  to  public 
employment,  which  liad  increased  with  age,  bii  love 
of  solitude  and  quiet,  led  him  into  Switzerland. — 
There  in  the  city  of  Solothum,  it  pleased  the  Al- 


may  thy  memory  be  immortal  amongst  un.  Mtf 
thy  atatue  be  placed  in  the  aanctuary  of  the  Lord, 
in  order  to  perpetuate  the  lineaaeata  of  thy  fitte, 
the  benevolence  of  thy  heart,  and  the  purity  of  thy 
aoul.  Hay  thy  cenotaph  be  like  thy  life,  plam  and 
unostentatioua,  with  no  inacriptioD  but  thy  oaaei 
that  will  be  all-aufficient!  Whenever  n  native  or 
stranger  ahall  with  tearful  eyea  behold  it,  he  will  be 
compelled  to  exclaim,  **That  waa  the  mas  who  did 
not  permit  hia  countrjrmen  to  die  ingloriooaly,  and 
whoae  virtues,  magnanimity,  intrepidity  and  patriot- 
ism immortalized  himaelf  and  hia  beloved  country.^ 


VB03f  TU  BOSTOS  PATBIOT. 

It  ia  good  for  ua  all  to  look  back  oo  ***lden  titut' 
^It  u  both  good  and  proper  for  the  young  men  and 
the  youth  of  the  preaent  day  to  aee  and  read  some 
of  the  •Jidat  aeU  of  tbdr^iiMcrt  wad  grarndfathtrif 
and  thereby  to  trace  out  and  mark  down  the  emi- 
nent exertiona,  the  privatiooa,  dangers  and  auffer- 
inga  to  which  they  were  exposed  in  atruggliag 
through  the  arduoua  conteat  to  catabliah  the  liber* 
ty  and  independence  of  their  country,  and  to  pro^ 
vide  for  their  posterity  a  xa^iosta^  hamb — a  hnrnt^ 
a  ahelter  and  a  preside.  Read  this  and  treaaure  it 
for  the  time  to  come. 
By  the  conffre§9  oftht  United  States  ^fAn/erU^^ 

A  MABIFKSTO. 

**These  United  Statea  having  been  driven  to  hoi- 
tilities  by  the  oppressive  and  tyrannoua  measures  of 
Great  Britain^  having  been  compelled  to  commit  tbe 
essential  rights  of  man  to  the  decision  of  arms;  and 
having  been,  at  length,  forced  to  shake  off  a  yoke 
which  had  grown  too  burdensome  to  bear,  they  de- 
clared themselves  free  and  independent. 


Confiding  in  the  justice  of  their  causes  confiding 
mighty  to  call  his  virtuous  soul,  from  the  scene  of  in  him  who   disposes  of  human  events,  although 


its  sulVerings  and  trials,  to  the  abode  of  the  blessed,  j  ^^eak  and  unprovided,  tlicy  set  the  power  of  their 
He  died  as  it  became  a  christian  and  a  $oldIer,  with  enemies  at  defiance. 


a  firm  reliance  on  his  God,  with  complacency  and 


In  this  confidence  they  have  continued  through 


manly  fortitude.  Poor  as  his  prototypes,  Phocion  |ihc  various  fortune  of  three  bloody  campaigns,  un- 
and  Cincinnatus,  he  forbade  all  pomp  and  show  at  'awed  by  the  power,  unsubdued  by  the  barbarity  of 
his  funeral;  and  that  roan,  who  in  the  field  of  bat-  ti^eir  fues.  Their  virtuous  citizens  have  borne, 
tie  had  commanded  thousands  of  armed  warriors,  without  repining,  the  loss  of  many   thinga  which 


was  carried  to  the  last  repository  of  frail  mortality, 
upon  the  shoulders  of  six  poor  old  men! 

Peace  to  thy  ashes,  thou  virtuous  man!  receive 
the  last  and  parting  laments  of  thy  sorrowing  coun- 
trymen; receive  the  parting  address  of  him,  in  whose 
arms  thou  hast  so  often  reposed  thine  aching  head. 
If  thy  native  country  do  not  receive  thy  mortal  re- 
mains into  her  Up,  while  thy  liberated  spirit  dwells 
in  the  s&me  abode   with  the  last  Koman.*  then 

'  'Jltimai  Romaoorum,  Marcus  Juniut  Brutus  has  been  »o  called* 


makes  life  desirable.  Their  brave  troops  have  pa- 
tiently endured  the  hardships  and  dangera  of  a  si- 
tuation, fruitful  in  both  beyond  former  example. 

The  congress,  considering  themselves  bound  to 
love  their  enemies,  as  children  of  that  being  who  is 
equally  the  father  of  all;  and  desirous,  since  they 
could  not  prevent,  at  least  to  alleviate,  the  calami- 
ties of  war,  have  studied  to  spare  those  who  were  in 
arms  against  them,  and  to  lighten  the  diains  c' 
captivity. 
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The  conduct  of  thote  serving  under  the  king  of 
<9reat  Britui  hath,  wiih  lome  few  exceptions,  been 
diametrlcaUy  opposite.  They  have  laid  waste  the 
open  country,  burned  the  defenceless  Till  ages,  and 
butchered  the  citizens  of  America.  Their  prisons 
have  been  the  slaughter-houses  of  her  soldiers;  their 
ships*  of  her  seamen,  and  the  severest  injuries  have 
keen  aggravated  by  the  grossest  insults. 

Foiled  ill  their  vain  attempt  to  subjugate  the  un- 
conquerable spirit  of  freedom,  they  have  meanly  as- 
sailed the  representatives  of  America  with  bribes,^ 
with  deceit,  and  the  unility  9/  adulation.  They 
have  made  a  mock  of  humanity,  by  the  wanton  des- 
truction of  men:  they  have  made  a  mock  of  religion, 
by  impioui  appeah  to  God  whilst  in  the  violation  of 
his  sacred  commands:  they  have  made  a  mock  even 
of  reason  itself,  by  endeavoring  to  prove  that  the  U- 
berty  and  happinets  of  America  could  eafdy  be  in 
trusted  to  those,  who  have  oold  their  own,  unawed 
by  the  sense  of  virtue  or  of  ahame. 

Treated  with  the  contempt  which  such  conduct 
deserved,  they  have  applied  to  individuals;  they 
have  solicited  them  to  break  the  bonds  of  allegiance, 
and  embrue  their  souls  with  the  blackest  of  crimes; 
but,  fearing  that  none  could  be  found  through  these 
United  States  equal  to  ihe-wickedneaa  of  their  purpooe, 
to  influence  weak  minds,  they  have  threatened  more 
yride  devaatation. 

While  the  shadow  of  hope  remained,  that  our  ene- 
mies could  be  taught  by  our  example  to  respect 
those  laws  which  are  held  sacred  smong  civilized 
nations,  and  to  comply  with  the  dictates  of  a  reli- 
gion,  which  they  pretend  in  common  with  us  to  be- 
lieve and  to  revere,  they  have  been  left  to  the  influ- 
ence of  that  religion  and  that  example.  But  since 
their  incorrigible  dispositions  cannot  be  touched 
by  kindness  and  compassion,  it  becomes  our  duty 
by  other  means  to  vindicate  the  righta  of  humanity. 

We,  therefore,  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  do  solemnly  declare  and  proclaim,that  if 

*Notes  by  the  transcriber^who  recollects  that  se- 
veral of  his  school  mates  suffered  severely  on  board 
the  Jeraey  priaon  ahip;  and  he  knows  several  persons 
yet  living  in  Boston,  who  felt  the  iron  hand  and  heart 
of  unrelenting^  barbarity^  while  prisoners  on  board 
*Uhat  poiaoned  floating  dungeon"  in  the  harbor  of 
New-York,  when  in  possession  of  the  British. 

t  The  supposed  or  reputed  author,  [Saxdil 
AiiAMs],  of  the  above  elegantly  written  %tate  paper, 
chose  the  high  honor  and  exalted  feeling  of  support- 
ing the  liberties  and  equal  rights  of  his  countrymen, 
with  a  moderate  fortune,  to  the  low  and  grovelling 
dignity  of  a  *' Britiah  penaioner  oft-wo  thouaand  guineaa 
per  annum  for  life"  He  was  in  llie  cabinet  of  liis 
country,  what  general  Greene  was  in  the  field; 
**ever  early,  ever  watchful,  and  never  weary  of  toil 
or  fatigue  until  he  saw  all  vaa  well." 


our  enemies  presume  to  execute  tlieir  threats,  or 
persist  in  their  present  career  of  barbarity,  we  will 
take  such  exemplary  vengeance  as  shall  deter  others 
from  a  like  conduct.  We  appeal  to  that  God  who 
searcheth  the  hearts  of  men,  for  the  rectitude  of  our 
intentions;  and,  in  His  holy  presence,  we  declare, 
that  as  we  are  not  moved  by  any  light  and  hasty  8Ug« 
geations  of  anger  and  revenge,  so  through  every  pos* 
sible  change  of  fortune  we  vUl  adhere  to  thia  our  de- 
termination. 

Done  in  Ckmgress,  by  unanimoua  conaent,  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seven ty-eigh  It. 

(Signed)        HENRY  LAURENS,  President/' 


IBOM  TBI  EVXSiaO  POST. 

•Atfw-Korit,  J^ov,  22,  1821. 
William  Coleman,  esq. 

DxiR  SIX — Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  wil- 
Uogly  give  you  the  enclosed  copies  of  papers  relat- 
ing to  the  eventa  of  that  memorable  day,  so  sooa 
to  be  celebrated  in  this  city.  I  feel  grateful  to  the 
gentleman  who  transmitted  them  to  me— and  I  can- 
not doubt  but  the  possession  of  them  will  be  grati- 
fying to  every  American. 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Ajlbov  Cmbx. 

JDanbury,  ("Conn. J  Aug.  2^,  1821. 
Mr.  Aaron  Clark: 

Sir— Having  observed  that  you  are  collecting 
various  documents  relating  to  the  history  of  the 
sUte  of  New-York,  1  Uke  the  liberty  of  enclosing 
to  you  copies  of  the  addresses  which  were  exchang- 
ed between  the  citizens  of  the  city  of  New-York 
and  tlie  American  generals  who  entered  the  city 
m  triumph  after  the  evacuation  of  the  Uritiah  in 
1783. 

A  committee  had  been  appointed  by  the  citizens 
to  wait  upon  gen.  Washmgton  and  gov.  Clinton  and 
other  American  officers,  and  to  express  their  joy- 
ful congratulation  to  them  upon  this  occasion.  A 
procession  for  this  purpose  formed  in  the  Bowery, 
marched  through  a  part  of  the  city,  and  halted  at 
a  tavern,  then  known  by  the  name  of  Cape's  tavern, 
in  Broadway,  wbere  the  following  addresses  were 
delivered.  Mr.  Thomas  Tucker,  late  of  this  town, 
and,  at  that  time,  a  reputable  merchant  in  New- 
York,  a  member  of  the  committee,  was  selected  to 
perform  the  office  on  the  part  of  the  committee. 
The  originals  now  lie  before  me,  over  tlie  signatures 
of  the  respective  generals. 

1  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  humble  servant, 

Klcsua  D.  Wbittlsset* 


478 


PRINCIPLES  AND  ACTS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


■II 


T0  hit  exceliencif  George  IVanhingtcn^  evftdre^genercX 

and  commander  in  chief  of  the  armiet  of  the. 

Uuitfd  Stateo  of  America^ 

The  ftddrett  of  the  citizens  of  New^York,  who  have 

returned  from  exile,  in  behalf  of  tbemtelTes  and 

their  suffering  brethren: 
Sib— At  a  moment  when  the  army  of  tyranny 
11  yielding  up  its  fondest  usurpations,  we  hope  the 
aalu'ations  of  long-suffering  exiles,  but  now  happy 
freemen,  will  not  be  deemed  an  unhappy  tribute.  In 
this  place,  and  at  this  moment  of  exultation  and  tri- 
umph, while  the  ensigns  of  sUvery  still  linger  in  our 
sight,  we  look  up  to  you, our  deliverer,  with  unusual 
transports  of  gratitude  and  joy.  Permit  as  to  wel- 
come you  to  this  city,  long  torn  from  us  by  ihe  hard 
hand  of  oppression,  but  now,  by  your  wisdom  and 
energy,  under  the  guidance  of  Providence,once  more 
the  seat  of  peace  and  freedom.  We  forbear  to  speak 
our  gratiiude  or  your  praise.  Wesl-ouM  but  echo 
the  voice  of  applauding  millions,  flut  the  citizens 
of  New- York  are  eminently  indebted  to  your  vir- 
tues; and  we,  who  have  now  the  honor  to  address 
your  excellency,  have  often  been  companions  of 
your  sufferings  and  witnesses  of  your  exertions. 
Permit  us,  therefore,  to  approach  your  excellency 
with  the  dignity  and  sincerity  of  freemen,  and  to 


return  again  in  peace  and  triumph  to  enjoj  te 
frtiits  of  your  virtuous  conducL 

The  fortitude  and  perseverance  which  yoa  and 
your  suffering  brethren  have  exhibited  in  the  coune 
of  the  war,  have  not  only  endeared  yoa  to  your 
countrymen,  but  will  be  remembered  with  admira- 
tion and  applause,  to  the  latest  poaterity. 

May  the  tranquility  of  your  city  be  perpetual- 
may  the  ruins  soon  be  repaired,  commerce  fiouriih, 
science  be  fostered,  and  all  the  civil  and  social  vir- 
tues be  cherished  in  the  same  iUatt>-ioua  manner 
which  formerly  reflected  to  nmch  credit  on  the 
inhabitants  of  New -York.  In  fioe»  may  every  apeciei 
of  felicity  attend  yuu,  gentlemen,  and  your  worthy 

fellow-cilizens.       ^ 

GaoBOB  WasHiaeTav. 

7%e  addreoi  to  gov.  Clinton,  with  the  anwm^r. 

To  hit  excet/encff  George  Ct-nton,  etyture^  jveerasr  s/ 
the  ttate  ofJVew  York,  commander  in  chief  ^ the 
miUtia,  and  admiral  of  the  naivy  of  the  oamt^ 
The  adiiresaof  the  ciiizens  of  New  York,  who  have 
returned  from  exile,  in  behalf  of  tbeoiaelvea  aad 
their  suffering  brethren: 
Sra— When  we  consider  your  faithful  labors  at 
the  head  of  the  government  of  thia  state,  devoid,  as 


we  conceive  every  free  people  ought  to  be,  of  fiat* 
assure  you  that  we  shall  preserie,  with  our  latest  ^  .i..  i.  u     u      .  i.  I- 

.  .     ,    «  .  <«T»  ^*  thmk  we  should  not  be  wanting  m  grati- 


breath,  our  gratitude  for  your  services,  and  vcnera-l .    ,    ^  •    1     .      j        j  .     .^ 

*  I  tude  to  your  vigiUnt  and  assiduous  services  u  the 

t!on  for  your  aharscter;  and  accept  of  our  sincere 
a'ld  earnest  wishes  that  you  may  long  enjoy  that 
culm  domestic  felicity,  which  you  have  so  gencr-! 


civil  line. 
The  state,  sir,  is  highly  indebted  to  you  in  your 

miliiary  capacity;  a  sense  of  your  real  merit  vill 

ously  sacrificed — that  the  cries  of  injured  liberty  ^  ._         .,    ^  ...  u-  t.       . 

■^       .  ,  ''  '  \  secure  to  you  that  reputation  which  a  bruve  man 


may  never  more  interrupt  your  repose— and  that 
your  happiness  mny  be  equal  to  your  virtues. 
Signed,  at  the  recjticst  of  t!»c  meetings. 


Thomas  Randall, 
Danl.  Phornix, 
S>Aml.  l»roome, 
Wm.  Gilbert,  son. 
Francis  Van  Dyck, 
<;eo.  Jane«ay, 
Kphraim  Hra^Iiier, 

jVcw-rorA',  AVyf.  2.5.  ITSlS. 


Thomas  Tucker, 
llonry  Kipp, 
I'at.  Dennison, 
>Vm.  (filbert,  jun. 
.)"r«Mnuh  Wool, 
Af.TITJ.  P.  l.olt. 


Jlis  excellency" s  anniver  Co  :/.•:  ciiizeus  of  J\\'-:L'Vurhf 
•tvho  hare  returned  from  exile: 

GETfTLEMEM — I  th&nk  you  sincerely  forj'our  aifec. 
tionatc  address,  and  entreat  you  to  be  persuaded 
that  nothin{;  could  be  more  agreeable  to  me  than 
your  polite  con^ra'tulaiions.  Permit  me,  in  return, 
to  felicitate  you  on  the  hnnpy  repossession  of  your 
city. 

Great  as  your  joy  ir.uit  be  on  this  pleasing  occa- 
sion, it  can  scarcciy  exceed  that  which  1  tcel  at 
seeing  you,  ^eniiemen,  wlio,  from  the  nobie;;t  mo- 
tives, have  f  ufi'.Tf  d  a  ^'ojunfRry  exile  of  many  years, 


opposing  himself  in  defence  of  bis  countrj-,  will 
ever  deserve. 

We  most  sincerely  congratnlate  you  on  your  hap- 
py arrival  at  the  capiial  of  the  state.  Your  ezcd- 
lency  hath  borne  a  part  with  us  in  the  general  dis- 
tress, and  was  ever  ready  to  alleviate  the  calamities 
you  could  not  effectually  remove.  Your  example 
tau^iit  us  to  suffer  with  dignity. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  excellency  that,  u 
prudent  citizens  and  faithful  subjecta  to  the  people 
of  the  Slate  of  New- York,  we  will  do  every  thing 
in  our  power  to  enable  you  to  support  order  and 
good  government  in  the  community,  over  which  you 
have,  by  the  suffrages  of  a  free  and  discerning  peo- 
ple, been  elected  to  preside. 

Signed,  at  request  of  the  meeting, 

Thomas  liandatl,  Thoii>as  Tucker, 

Danl  P>  oenix. 
Sand.  Uroome, 
Wm.  Gilbert,  sen. 
Francis  Van  D^ck, 
Geo.  Jane  way, 
Ephr.'ini  Brvshier, 
wVew.jrarA:,^\Vr.33,  ir«3. 


Henry  Kipp, 
Fat.  Dei  nison, 
Wm.  Gilbert,  iun. 
Jeremiah  Wool, 
Abrm.  P.  hott. 
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Bi$  excellency* 9  reply. 

Obvtlbxbv — Accppt  my  most  lincere  thanki  for 
yonr  very  tlTectionate  ind  respectful  addrest;  Chi- 
zeni  who,  like  you,  to  viodicate  the  laered  cause  of 
freedom,  quitted  their  natire  city,  their  fortunes 
and  possessions,  and  sustained,  with  manly  fbrti* 
tude,  the  rigors  of  a  long  and  painful  exile,  super- 
added to  the  gri^ous  calamities  of  a  vengeful  war, 
merit,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  title  of  patriots 
and  the  esteem  of  mankind;  and  your  confidence 
and  approbation  are  honors  which  cannot  be  receiv- 
ed without  the  utmost  sensibility  or  contemplated 
without  gratitude  and  sati«f«ctioQ. 

To  your  suffprings  and  to  the  invincible  spirit 
with  which  they  were  surmounted,  I'have  been  wit- 
ness, I  have  deeply  lamented  th^t  I  had  not  means 
to  alleviate  them  equal  to  my  inclination. 

The  assurances  of  your  firm  support  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  government,  give  me  singular  plea 
sure.  A  reverence  far  the  laws  is  peculiarly  essen- 
tial to  public  safety  and  prosperity  under  our  free 
constitutions  and  ahould  we  suffer  the  authority  of 
the  magistrate  to  be  violated  for  the  sake  of  private 
vengeance^  we  should  be  unworthy  of  the  number- 
less blessings  which  an  indulgent  Providence  hath 
placed  in  our  reach.  I  shall  endeavor  steadily  to  dis- 
charge my  duty,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  this  state 
will  become  no  less  distinguished  for  justice  and 
public  tranquility,  in  peace,  than  it  has  hitherto 
been  marked,  in  war,  for  vigor,  fortitude  and  per- 
severance. 

Qentlemen^Tour  kind  congratulationa  on  my  ar- 
rival at  this  metropolis,  afVer  so  long  an  absence,  are 
highly  acceptable,  and  I  most  cordially  felicitate 
you  on  the  joyful  events  which  have  restored  ua  to 
the  free  and  uncontrolable  enjoyment  of  our  rights. 
While  we  regard,  with  inviolable  gratitude  and  af- 
fection all  who  have  aided  u^  by  their  counsel  or  their 
arms,  let  us  not  be  unmindful  of  that  Almighty  Dp- 
ing,  whose  gracioua  Providence  has  been  manifeatly 
interposed  for  our  deliverance  and  protection,  and 
let  us  shew  by  our  virtuea  that  we  deserve  to  par- 
take of  the  freedom,  sovereignty  and  independence 
which  are  ao  happily  established  throughout  these 

United  SUtes. 

GaoBoa  CuirToar. 
JWw  York,  2Sth  Aov.  1783. 

RECOLLECTIONS  OP  A  BOSTONIAV. 

Ifi  the  Utter  end  uf  ihe  year  1821  and  early  in  182^, 
a  srrics  of  papers  were  published  in  the  "Boston 
C':f.  .  !•  ■"  w:  (ler  the  head  of  *<Becolleclionsof  a 

r  .:.        i  •" — i »:l.  the  nub^ic  were  prfseniCil 

v'liu       .-«   curiuu4  ucis  tn  reUtion  to  the  ooo- 


dition  of,  and  proceedinga  in,  that  town  many 

years  ago,  firom  which  we  select  the  following  ai 

suited  to  the  deaign  of  this  work: 

The  British  army  evacuated  Boston  on  the  fore- 
noon of  Sunday,  the  17th  March,  177%.  On  the  af- 
ternoon of  that  day  I  landed  (in  company  with  a  sur- 
geon who  waa  ordered  in  by  genenral  Washington) 
at  the  bottom  of  the  common,  near  the  high  bluff, 
which  waa  taken  away  a  few  years  ago  to  make 
Cliarlea-street.  The  first  object  that  I  observed  on 
landing  waa  a  thirteen  inch  iron  mortar  on  the  beach 
of  extraordinary  dimensions  and  weight,  which  the 
British  had  thrown  down  from  a  battery  they  had 
erected  on  the  height  above.  I  waa  told  that  ano- 
ther of  the  same  aise  was  sunk  at  the  end  of  the 
long- wharf,  which  was  afterwarda  raised.  One  of 
them  is  now  at  the  navy-yard  in  Charleston,  and  the 
other  was  a  few  yeara  since  on  the  grand  battery  ft 
New -York,  were  it  waa  carried  in  the  same  year. 

Oft  crossing  the  common  we  found  it  very  much 
disfigured  with  ditches  and  cellars,  which  had  been 
dug  by  the  British  troopa  for  their  accommodation 
when  in  camp.  To  our  great  regret,  we  saw  several 
largt  treet  lybig  in  the  mall,  which  had  been  cut 
down  ihat  morning.  We  were  informed  that  the 
toriea  were  ao  exasperated  at  being  obliged  to  leave 
the  town,  that  they  were  determined  to  do  all  the 
mischief  possible,  and  had  commenced  destroying 
that  beautiful  promenade;  but  it  being  told  to  some 
of  the  selectmen,  they  went  in  haste  to  general 
Howe,  and  represented  the  circumstance,  who  kind- 
ly sent  one  of  his  aids  to  forbid  the  futher  destruc- 
tion of  the  trees,  and  to  reprimand  the  toriea  for 
their  conduct.  General  Howe  could  not  but  feel 
some  degree  of  grateful  regard  and  sympathy  for  the 
people  of  Musachuseits,  as  they  had  erected  a  mon- 
ument in  Westminster  Abbey  to  the  memory  of  his 
brother,  whose  urbane  and  gentlemanly  deport- 
ment, had  gained  the  esteem  and*  respect  of  the 
Mvssacliusetts  forces,  and  who  waa  killed  in  a  bat- 
tle with  the  French  and  Indians  in  1758. 

The  mall  waa  originally  laii  out  with  only  two 
rows  of  trees,  a  tliird  was  adtled  a  few  years  before 
the  war,  which  we  found  were  all  cut  down  for  fuel, 
together  with  the  entire  fence  which  surrounded 
the  common,  aa  was  also  a  large  magnificent  tree 
which  stood  on  the  town's  land,  near  the  school 
house,  in  West-street,  of  equal  size  ^ith  that  which 
now  atands  in  the  middle  of  the  common,  both  of 
tthich  I  auppose  :o  be  ab^rigiutU. 

On  paaning  imu  the  town,  it  preaented  an  inde- 
scribable scene  of  .iegolation and  gloominets.for  not- 
•^iihstaiidin^  tlie  joyous  occasion  of  having  driven 
our  enemies  Irom  our  land*  our  ainda  were  la- 
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pressed  with  tn  awful  sadness  at  the  sight  of  the 
ruins  of  many  bouses  which  had  been  taken  down 
for  fuel— the  dirtiness  of  the  streets— the  wretched 
appearance  of  the  very  few  inhabitants  who  remain- 
ed during  the  siege — the  contrast  between  the  Sun- 
day we  then  beheld*  compared  with  those  we  for. 
merly  witnessed*  when  well  dressed  people,  with 
cheerful  countenances,  were  going  to,  and  retur- 
ning  from  church,  on  which  occasion,  Boston  ezhi« 
bits  so  beautiful  a  scene— but  more  especially  when 
we  entered  the  Old  South  church,  and  had  ocular 
demonstration  that  it  had  been  turned  into  a  mionis 
SCHOOL,  for  the  use  of  general  Burgoyne's  regiment 
of  earalry,  which  formed  a  part  of  the  garrison,  but 
which  had  never  ventured  to  pass  the  barriers  of  the 
town/  The  pulpit  and  all  the  pews  were  taken 
away  and  burnt  fbr  fuel,  and  many  hundred  loads  of 
dirt  and  gravel  were  carted  in,  and  spread  upon  the 
floor.  The  south  door  was  closed,  and  a  bar  was 
filed,  over  which  the  cavalry  were  taught  to  leap 
their  horses  at  full  speed.  A  grog  thop  was  erect- 
ed in  the  gallery,  where  liquor  was  sold  to  the  soU 
diery,  and  consequently  produced  scenes  of  riot  and 
debauchery  in  that  holy  temple.  All  these  circum* 
stances  conspired  to  fill  the  mind  with  sombre  re- 
flections. But  amidst  the  sadness  of  the  scene, 
there  was  a  pleising  satisfaction  in  the  hope  that 
men,  capable  of  such  atrocities,  could  not  have  the 
blessing  of  Heaven  in  their  nefarious  plan  of  sub- 
jugating our  beloved  country.  The  English  sol- 
diers were  generally  Episcopalians,  and  viewed  this 
act  with  indifference,  but  the  Scotch,  who  were 
mostly  dissenters,  and  much  more  moral  and  pious, 
looked  upon  it  with  horror,  and  not  without  some 
feelings  of  superstition. 

I  was  told  that  a  ludicrous  scene  took  place  in  the 
course  of  the  preceding  winter.  A  good  old  wo- 
man that  frequently  passed  the  church,  was  in  the 
habit  of  stopping  at  the  door,  and  with  loud  lamen 
tations,  (amidst  the  hootings  of  the  soldiery),  be- 
wailed the  desolation  of  the  house  of  prayer.  She 
denounced  on  them  the  vengeance  of  Heaven,  and 
assured  them  that  good  old  Dr.  Sewall,  the  former 
parson  of  the  church,  would  rise  from  his  grave,  and 
carry  them  off. — A  Scotch  centinel  was  one  night 
alarmed  by  an  appearance  of  what  he  thought  was 
an  apparition  of  the  doctor.  He  screamed  violent- 
ly, and  alarmed  the  guard  of  grenadiers,  who  were 
always  stationed  at  the  Province-house,  then  occu- 
pied by  general  Howe.  There  was  no  pacifying  him, 
until  some  one  asked  how  the  doctor  was  dressed, 
and  he  answered  with  a  large  wig  and  gown.  One 
of  the  inhabitants  who  had  been  drawn  there  from 
curiosity,  assured  him  it  could  not  have  been  doctor 


Sewall,  because  he  never  wore  a  wi|^,  which  rest«N 
ed  the  poor  fellow  to  his  aeoses.  It  was  i^enenUy 
supposed  to  be  a  trick  of  one  of  the  Eoglish  ■oldiers, 
who  wished  to  frighten  ^  superstitioui  Scotchman;  1 
and  for  that  purpose,  had  dressed  himself  in  the 
clerical  habit  of  tlie  rev.  Mr.  Cooke,  of  the  Meoo- 
tomy,  which  he  bad  plundered,  on  hia  retreat  at  the 
battle  •/ Lexington, 

In  a  former  commimication,  I  mentiooed  that 
one  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  maaaacre  of  the 
5th  of  March,  1770,  was  the  affray  between  the  inha- 
bitants and  the  British  soldiers,  an  account  of  which 
was  related  to  me  shortly  after  tke  eyent,  by  one  who 
was  an  eye  witness. 

At  that  time  there  was  only  one  hotite  on  the  estt 
side  of  what  is  now  called  Pearl  street,  in  which  then 
resided  Chablss  Pittov,  esq.  On  the  weot  aide  af 
the  street,  stood  four  or  five  rope  walks,  extending 
from  the  upper  to  the  lower  end  of  the  street,  which 
were  all  burnt  in  1794.  On  Saturday  alteiiiooo,  on 
the  3d  March,  1770,  a  British  soldier  of  the  S9th  re- 
giment, accoated,a  negro  who  was  employed  in  one 
of  the  rope  walks,  by  enquiring  "whether  bis  mss- 
ter  wanted  to  hire  a  man."  (The  soldiers  who  were 
mechanic9  were  sometimes  hired  as  joumeymeo}. 
The  negro  answered  that  his  '*master  wished  to  bare 
the  VAULT  KxrriBD,  and  tliat  was  s  proper  work  for 
a  Lobtter.***  Thia  produced  a  conflict  between  tke 
soldier  and  the  negro,  snd,  before  relief  came  to 
his  aasistance,  the  negro  was  very  severely  beates. 
Some  rope-walk  men,  (among  whom  was  Mr.  Gaii, 
the  foreman  of  the  walk),  came  up  and  parted  them. 
Mr.  Gbat,  (who  was  a  very  respectable  man),  told 
the  soldier  that  <*as  he  had  obtained  aatiafiiction  for 
the  insult,  he  had  better  go  to  his  barracks."  The 
soldier  **dsmned  him"  and  said  that  '*for  six-pence 
he  would  drub  him  as  he  had  done  the  negro*^— A 
contest  then  took  place  between  them  in  which  the 
soldier  received  a  much  worse  beating  than  the  ne- 
gro, and  went  off  to  his  barracks  over  Fort-hill,  oo 
Wheelwright's  (now  Foster's)  wharf  swearing  re- 
venge. In  about  half  an  hour  the  soldier  returned 
with  about  seventy  of  his  comrades,  who  came  orer 
the  hill  huzzaing,  armed  with  pipe  staves  split  into 
bludgeons,  which  they  obtained  at  a  cooper's  shopY 
and  made  the  attack  with  great  fury.  Each  party 
was  brave  and  intrepid,  but  the  science  in  this  kind 
of  warfare,  which  the  ropewalk  men  had  obtained  in 
their  "Pope  Day"  battles  gave  them  a  decided  su- 


*Lobitert  was  the  usual  term  of  contempt,  ei- 
pressed  in  those  days  by  the  citizens  of  Boston,  to- 
wards the  British  soldiers,  and  the  citizens  of  Loa- 
don,  in  a  late  riot,  at  the  q-'i^"'^**  fun^r.\  mai".  'iik? 
of  the  9(imr  epiihe^". 
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periority^ndintheirp«muitofthesoldier8,ha1tedon 
Fort-hi3l,  and  g^Tc  tbrf  e  cheers  ia  token  of  ▼ictory. 

The  noise  of  the  sliouting  and  huzzaing  resound- 
ed far  around,  and  eicited  the  curiosity  of  those  at 
a  distance.    At  that  time,  Mr.  Hallovell,  (grand- 
father of  the  present  Admiral  Hallowell,  in  the 
British  navy),  owned  and  resided  in  the  house  in 
Bittery  March-street,  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Good- 
rich, near  which  he  also  owned  a  ship  yard,  about 
where  now  stands  the  Commercial  Coffee  House,  in 
which  he  usually  employed  about  fifty  or  sixty  men. 
There  was  a  mast  yard  a  little  soo^  and  several 
wood  wharfs,  on  all  -which  were  also  employed  har. 
dy  laborers,  who,  together  with  the  blacksmiths, 
blockmakers,  and  other  athletic  mechanics  in  the 
neighborhood,  (whose  brawny  arms  could  wield  a 
}Blub  with  as  much  dexterity  as  an  Highlander  could 
manage  his  broadsword),  all  ran  towards  the  scene 
df  combat.    The  bravery  of  the  soldiers  was  not 
doubted,  and  accordingly,  preparations  were  made 
to  repel  another  attack  which  was  expected,  and  in 
which  they  were  not  disappointed.— llie  shouting 
of  the  soldiers,  iisuing  from  the  barrack-yard,  to  the 
number  of  more  than  three  hundred,  headed  by 
the  sergeant-major,  moving  over  the  hill  towards 
Pearl  street,  soon  g^ve  the  alarm.  The  soldiers  pul- 
led dowo  the  fence  in  High  street,  (then  called  Cow 
lane),  #hich  inclosed  the  field,  where  now  stands 
Quincy  place.  The  vope-walk  men  pulled  down  the 
fence  on  the  opposite  side  in  Pearl  street,  when 
both  parties  rushed  on  each  other  with  equal  intre- 
pidity.—But  the  Herculean  strength  of  virtuous  la- 
bor, united  with  the  activity  and  science  of  the  Yan- 
kees, toon  obtained  a  triumph  over  an  idle,  inactive, 
enervated,  and  intemperate,  though  brave  soldiery. 

The  effect  of  this  rencontre  was  seen  in  the  coun- 
tenances and  conduct  of  the  soldiers  the  next  and 
following  day,  who  looked  vengeance  on  the  inhabi- 
tants,  especially  those  whom  they  suspected  to  be 
concerned  in  the  affray  on  Saturday;  and  those  of 
them,  who  where  fViendly  to  the  citiiens,  advised 
thtm  to  remain  at  home  on  Monday  evening,  at  re* 
^B^nge  toimld  then  be  taken. 

The  soldiers  asserted  on  Sunday  morning,  that 
one  of  their  men  had  died  of  hit  -wmindt^  but  as  the 
body  was  never  shewn,  it  was  supposed  to  be  only 
a  pretence  to  justify  the  horrid  scene  which  ensued 
on  the  Monday  evening  following. 

So  much  has  been  written  on  the  subject  of  the 
massacre  of  the  5th  of  March,  1779,  that  it  is  un- 
pleasant to  repeat  "ugly  recollections*'  respecting 
that  horrid  scene,  except  when  it  is  necessary  to 

vindicate  our  to\ni  from  flp.nder-te  establish  its'ed  \vtrb  great  pomp  and  parade.    Tho\uands  cams 
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reputation  for  virtuous  exertions  in  the  hour  of  tri« 
al— patience  under  sufferings— and  forbearance  un- 
der severe  provocation. 

The  threats  of  the  soldiers,  as  mentioned  in  my 
last  communication,  were  put  in  execution  on  Mon- 
day evening  the  5th  of  March^  ITTO,  by  insulting 
and  abusing  many  inhabitants  in  various  parts  of 
the  town,  which  resulted  in  what  was  called  the 
"horrid  massacre,*'  by  which  four  persons  were  in- 
stantly killed,  one  died  of  his  wounds  a  few  days 
succeeding,  and  about  seventeen  in  the  total  killed 
and  wounded. 

Language  cannot  describe  the  horror  and  indigna- 
tion which  was  excited  through  the  town  by  this 
drfsdful  eventi  The  bells  rang  a  terrific  peal^ 
which  roused  the  whole  population.  More  than  five 
thousand  citizens  were  collected  in  State  street  and 
its  vicinity.  The  39th  regt.  was  marched  into  the 
same  street.  The  14th  reg.  was  under  arms  at  their 
barracks.  What  a  scene  for  contemplation!  Lieut, 
governor  Hutchinson,  and 'the  king's  council,  were 
assembled  in  the  council  chamber,  even  at  the 
solemn  hour  of  midnight!  Many  of  the  venerable 
citizens  repaired  to  them  and  demanded  the  sur- 
render of  the  criminals  to  justice.  The  high-she- 
riff appeared  in  the  balcony  of  the  state  house,  and 
ordered  Hlence  !  !  !  An  awful  stillness  ensued— 
when,  with  a  loud  voice,  he  declared,  that  he  was 
authorized  by  his  honor  the  lieutenant  governor  and 
his  majesty's  council,  with  the  consent  of  col.  l>al« 
rymple,  to  say  that  cspt.  Preston,  and  the  men  who 
had  committed  the  outrage,  should  be  immediately 
delivered  to  the  civil  power,  and  requested  the 
citizens  to  retire  pesceably  to  their  dwellings;  'mUch^ 
afer  the  toUliert  had  marched  ojf^  was  complied  with. 

The  next  day  a  town  meeting  was  called,  and  the 
lieut.  governor  and  council  assembled,  the  proceed- 
ings of  which  are  very  eloquently  described  by  the 
venerable  sage  of  Quincy  in  one  of  his  letters  to 
Mr.  Tudor,  lately  published. 

The  result  of  this  melancholy  affair  was,  that  all 
the  troops  were  ordered  out  of  town,  and  the  cul- 
prits brought  to  a  trial,  and  acgut'tted,  excepting 
two  who  were  found  guilty  of  manslaughter.  The 
trial  was  one  of  the  most  important  that  had  ever 
come  before  an  American  tribunal,  especially  at  the 
public  mind  was  wrought  up  to  the  highest  tone 
of  indignation.  It  esuhlislied  the  character  of  the 
judiciary  fur  purity  and  independence^  which  had 
bfccn  questioned  by  the  toriet.  The  law  was  tri- 
umphant, but  the  needless  barbariry  of  the  act  never 
doubted. 

The  funeral  of  the  unfortunate  victims  was  attend- 
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from  the  country t  and  the  whole  number  that  fbl- 1  become  a  member  of  her  illustrious  senate,  uk^.,  if* 
lowed  them  to  the  grave,  was  supposed  to  exceed  I  ter  a  peace  of  thirty  years,  a  strenuous  adrocate  far 


ten  thousand! 

History  do<*8  not  (perhaps)  record  an  instance, 
where  the  moral  and  patriotic  character  of  a  ciiy 
was  ever  more  conspicuous  than  Boston  exhibited 
CD  this  occasion. 

It  was  supposed  by  many,  that  the  above  recited 
horrid  event,  did  more  to  effect  an  alienation  of  the 
affections  of  the  people  of  New  England  from  the 
British  government^  than  any  other  whatever. 

When  I  bring  to  any  recollection,  Mr.  Russel,  that 
•olemn  and  impressive  scene,  when  the  high  sheriff 
was  delivering  the  governor's  message  from  the 
balcony  to  the  assembled  thousands,  I  am  irresisti- 
bly drawn  to  a  contemplation  of  what  must  have 
been  the  wonder  and  astonishment  of  any  one  of 
that  vast  crowd  of  citizt^ns,  if  an  angel  had  descend- 
ed from  heaven  and  unfolded  to  him  the  events  of 
futurity: — That,  in  less  than  seven  short  )ear8,  we 
ihould  throw  off  our  allegiance  to  a  beloved  king, 
and  our  connection  with  our  mo* her  country,  to 
which  we  then  looked  with  solicitude  and  affection, 
and  fondly  called  it  our  home!  That  to  establish 
•ur  independence,  would  produce  an  eight  years* 
var,  in  which  all  Europe  would  be  directly  or  in- 
directly engaged!  That  seven  young  men,  among 
that  populace, would  array  themselves  against  their 
native  country,  and,  finally,  become  admirals  and  ge- 
nerals in  the  English  service!  That  one  of  ihem,  then 
only  an  apprentice  to  a  Cornfiill  shop  keeper,  should 
become  distingaished,  not  only  as  a  RrFtish  ofRcer, 
but  as  a  general  and  a  count  in  the  German  empire! 
A  pUilosopherof  a  new  school,  which  for  usefulness 
would  be  paramount  to  all  otliers,  and  at  his  death, 
establish  a  professorship  in  the  university  in  our 
neighborhood. 

That  among  them  were  two  youths,  a  physician 
and  a  bookseller,  who  would  become  generals  in 
the  sorvice  of  their  native  country;  and  one  of 
them,  by  his  heroic  exertions  in  defending  a  post. 
Would  call  forth  the  astonishment  of  the  oldest  ve- 
terans and  lose  his  life  in  the  attempt!  That  among 
them  were  forty  young  men,  members  of  a  military 
company,  moat  of  whom  would  become  officers  of 
artillery,  and  would  distinguish  themselves,  (par. 
ticuhrly  on  one  occasion),  where  they  would  exhi- 
bit so  much  science  and  adroitness,  as  to  command 
the  almiration  of  their  English  and  German  foes! 
More  wonderful  yet — that  among  the  principal  ofB- 
cers  of  the  29th  British  regiment,  then  arrayei! 
against  the  inhabitants,  was  one  who  would  becom' 
an  !iighly  respected  American  citizen!  would  hoh 


declaration  of  war  against  bis  native  countrv! 

And,"rJU*  latt  not  least**  among  the  citizens,  was 
a  young^  barrister  whose  brilliant  talents  would  place 
him  in  the  front  ranks  of  patriotism,  and  cause  him 
to  become  an  ardent  asserter  of  indepei>dence'^Uk 
ambassador  to  England,  France  and  Holland — the 
fatlier  rf  a  navy,  (ilestined  to  be  the  rival  of  the  mil- 
tress  of  the  8ea\  and  finally  the  first  magiatra'e  of  a 
preat  nation.  In  the  council  chamber,  were  many  in 
the  height  of  prowperity  and  honor,  who,  ma  few 
years,  f<^ll  from  their  elevated  stations;  and  a  go- 
vemor,  who,  then  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  royal 
favor,  was  speedily  consigned  to  infamy  and  ru'iSt 
and,  it  is  said,  died  of  a  broken  heart. 

Such  are  the  wonderful  vicissitudes  to  vbicb  the 
life  of  man  is  subjected. 


I  believe  it  is  Voltaire  who  says,  that  the  poblish- 
ing  of  history  does  not  depend  on  its  trmik.  The 
only  question  the  publishers  ask,  is— "If'iil  if  oeUT* 
which  brings  to  my  recollection  some  circumstance* 
relative  to  Gordon^s  history  of  the  American  revo- 
lution. 

In  the  year  1784,  1  became  acquainted  with  m 
English  gentleman,  a  hose  prejudices  agamst  ear 
country  were  as  violent,  as  they  bad  been  preskKi 
to  his  emigration  in  favor  of  it.    One  daj  when  be 
was  inveighing  most  bitterly  against  our  conduct 
and  institutions,  he  mentioned,  with  great  asperity, 
the  tarring  oxi^  feathering  of  John  Malcom,  (a  Bri- 
tish customhouse  officer),  before  the  revolution, 
whose  only  crime,  he  said,  was  chastising  an  impu- 
dent boy.    1  told  him,  that  if  Mr.  Malcom  had  not 
have  drawn  bis  sword  on  the  boy,  no  notice  would 
have  been  taken  of  his  conduct.    I  did  not  however 
attempt  to  justify  the  deed,  as  it  was  condemned 
by  good  men  of  both    parlies;  yet   I  insisted,  that 
the  chamcter  of  the  town  or  country  ought  not  to  be 
implicated,  as  it  was  done  in  the  night,  by  a  veryfiv 
disorderly  persons  in  thsguise,  who,  if  they  bad  been 
discovered,  would  have  been  amenable  to,  and  pu- 
nished by  the  laws.    1  then  related  to  him  the  con- 
duct of  colonel  Nesbit,  of  the  47 th  British  regiment, 
who  caused  an  innocent  countryman  to  be  tarred 
and  feaihered,and  carted  public  y  through  the  streets 
at  noon  day,  with  a  guard  of  grenadiers,    and  the 
band  of  the  regiment  playing  *- Yankee  doodle,'*  and 
himself  9X  the  head  of  the  party,  in  defiance  of  those 
laws  he  was  sent  to  protect  and  enforce.     My  Eng- 
lish friend  s^^emed  to  think  1  was  mistaken  in  ihe 
^fonofcol  Nesbit,  and  thought  it  impossible  that 
important  offices  under  the  American  goveranenti  a  colonel  of  one  of  his  majssty's  regiments,  could  be 
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l^ilty'of  such  an  outrageous  act 
this  conversation^  we  met  at  Doctor 
Author  of  the  history  of  tht  American  Revolution), 
who  ihra  lived  at  Rozhury.  I  introduced  the  sub* 
ject  ng%\n^  when  Doctor  Gordon  spoke  of  Nesbit'D 
co■v^lct  in  the  strongest  terms  of  reprobation;  and, 
on  being  asked  whether  he  had  noticed  the  event 
in  his  history,  he  produced  the  manuscript,  and  read 
to  me  a  detail  of  that  tran84Ction,  which,  with  the 
observations  and  reflections  connected  with  it,  would 
make  three  or  four  psge^  of  his  work. 

In  1790  1  embarked  for  England,  where  I  was  in- 
troduced to  a  relation  of  Doctor  Gordon,  of  whom 
1  «(iqaired  how  the  Doctor  had  succeeded  in  his  his* 
tor??  He  smiled  and  said,  **Ii  was  not  Doctor  Gor- 
don's history!'*  On  my  requesting  an  explanation, 
he  told  me,  that  on  the  D-ictor's  arrival  in  England, 
he  placed  his  manuscript  in  the  hands  of  an  intelli. 
gent  friend,  on  whom  he  could  depend^  who,  (after 
perusing  it  with  care),  declared  that  it  wa»  not 
•uited  to  the  meridian  of  England,  consequently 
would  never  teU,  The  style  waa  not  agreeable— it 
Was  too  favourable  to  the  Americans— above  all,  it 
was  full  of  Uhet9  against  some  of  the  most  respecta* 
hie  characters  in  the  British  army  and  navy— and 
that  if  he  posnessed  a  fortune  equal  to  the  duke  of 
Bedford's^  he  would  not  be  able  to  pay  the  damages 
that  might  be  recovered  against  him,  as  the  truth 
would  not  be  allowed  to  be  produced  in  evidence. 
The  doctor  had  relumed  to  his  native  country,  and 
expected  to  enjoy  '*otium  cum  dictate.*'  Over- 
whelmed with  mortification,  and  almost  with  de- 
ipair,  he  asked  the  advice  of  bis  friend;  who  recom- 
mended him  to  place  the  manuscript  in  the  bands 
pf  a  profstrional  gentleman^  that  it  might  be  new 
modelled^  and  made  agreeable  to  Englith  readers; 
this  was  assented  to  by  the  doctor,  and  the  history 
which  bears  his  name  was  compiled  and  written  from 
his  mantucript,  btf  amther  hand[ 

If  any  of  our  historical  or  antiquarian  societies, 
could  obtain  Gordon's  original  manuscript,  it  would 
he  an  invaluable  document 

On  hearing  the  foregoing  narration,  I  had  the  cu- 
xiosity  to  look  into  Gordon's  history  to  learn  what 
the  **pr9fc»HonalgeniUman"  had  said  of  col.  Nesbit 
and  his  exploits,  when^to  my  surprise,  I  found  he  hid 
devoted  only  a  few  lines  to  Uiat  subject,  vol.  1, 
page  307,  American  edition.  The  whole  of  this 
statement  evinces  that  all  histories  published  in 
England,  in  which  that  country  is  concerned,  cannot 
contain  the  whoie  truth, 

[Another  writer  agrees  generally  in  the  fact,  at  to 
certain  alterations  in  Gordon's  history— but  states 
that  the  author,  indignant  at  the  purgation,  went  to 


.    A  few  days  afterj  w.  rk  and  re-wroie  his  hislor> :  the  Utier  is  thought 
stor  Gordon's,  (the  to  have  been  much  less  perfect  than  the  original 


ginal 
copy.    The  writer  last  alluded  to  says—] 

•*lf  doctor  Gordon  was  compelled  to  leave  out  of 
his  book  some  atrocious  truths  from  dread  of  the 
pains  and  penalties  of  the  BrKish  laws  and  customs, 
he,  on  the  other  side,  voluntarityMi  out  some  mat* 
Icrs  to  the  discredit  of  America,  which  things  be 
read  to  me  from  his  manuscript,  at  hta  residence  in 
Roxbury.  I  refer  here  particularly  to  the  subject 
of  negro  tlavery.  He  was  also  persuaded  to  soften 
his  harsh  picture  of  the  illustrious  Exempt." 

There  arc  very  fiew  of  the  present  generatioa, 
who  have  any  idea  of  the  humiliations  to  which 
their  ancestors  were  subjected,  while  under  a  co- 
lonial government,  from  the  contumely  and  inso- 
lence of  upstart  ofReers,  who,  in  their  own  countrv. 
had  been  as  servile  as  the  spaniel,  but  on  their  ar* 
rival  here,  aped  the  port  and  authority  of  the  lion. 
Not  only  kumiliationi,  but  other  severe  stifTerings 
and  privations  were  endured  by  them,  with  pati* 
ence  and  fortitude,  and  with  a  moral  rectitude^ 
which  would  have  done  honor  to  Greece  or  Rome^ 
in  their  most  virtuous  days. 

After  the  battle  of  Lexington,  the  egress  of  a 
part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  was  prohibited 
by  a  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  Gen.  OagCf  and 
those  who  were  permitted  to  depart,  wereobliged 
to  obtain  passporu,  as  mentioned  in  ay  laat  con- 
municalion. 

It  was  not  until  the  fifth  of  June  that  my  liu 
ther  became  determined  to  leave  the  town.  Oft 
that  day  he  directed  me  to  make  out  a  schedule  of 
the  family,  i^reeably  to  the  rules  instituted  by 
general  Gage,  and  demand  a  pass  of  major  Cain,  of 
the  army,  who  was  empowered  to  perfi)rm  that  ser« 
vice.  Such  was  the  crowd  of  citizens,  eagerly  press- 
ing to  obtain  passports,  that  it  was  not  until  seve- 
ral hours  of  exertaoo  that  I  was  enabled  to  reach 
the  door  of  the  major's  apartment,  and  when  it  wat 
opened,  t  waa  so  forcibly  urged oo  by  the  crowd  be- 
hind, that,  on  entering  the  chamber,  I  lost  my  ba- 
lance, which  caused  me  to  rush  violently  Into  the 
room«  and  though  be  roust  have  perceived  that  the 
act  was  involuntary,  yet  he  had  the  brutality  to  ex- 
claim (in  broad  Scotch)  "hoot,  hoot  monf  are  you 
going  to  murder  me?**  I  was  obliged  to  bear  this 
insolence  in  silence,  though  my  countenance  must 
have  exhibited  marks  of  indignation,  and  I  walked 
to  a  window  which  looked  into  the  court  yard, 
where  my  feelinga  were  still  more  excited  by  a 
view  of  my  fellow  citizens,  who,  with  countenances 
almost  bordering  on  despair^  were  waiting  a  f»vor» 


^~^3fS!? 


able  moment  to  obiun  ailmiBtion.    Tiie  lirsl  refl< 
*        tion  oliich  prfstnted  iticU  to  my  mind  wu,  «t 
muBt  be  the  indigndion  of  our  kins-  if  ^'  knew 
bow  hi*  riithrul,  \oy\,  and  afTcctionate  lubjecti, 
wert  abuicd,  intuited,  ind  (Jn'vra  inlo  aeti  afrelucl- 
ani  ruiitancf.     Which  brought  to  my  recollection 
apart  of  Wirren'i  oration,  on  the  preceding  3th 
of  March,  in  which  he  obserm,  that  ••The  nyal 
tar, /anliitanl/nm  thit  imtem  innrld,  hat  bten 
aitutuJ  by  lA*  (tnjT*  "/  ilatiiicr,  and  vitlain;  l\ 
mreut ohke  laicing  and  ctuiitrif,  Aai>e  prmrittd 
on  a  jTtici^jUf  prince  to  ththt  ^f*  c</untenaficc  -aith 
mralh."  Krcn  then  ■  reconciliation  was  fond);  hop- 
jk  ed  for  by  many  of  the  mait  alrenuotii  userlon  of 

the  right!  of  the  colonics  aUliougli  blood  had  b«en 
•bed  at  Leiifigtoni  and  even  afl.pr  the  battle  n 
Buiibtr'a  Hill,  the  congreai  presented  an  humbli 
petition  to  the  king,  and  an  alTrclionate  addresa  ti 
*  tbrir  fellow  tubjecti  in  En|;land,  in  which,  (with 
much  feeling),  they  say,  '■/»>  have  net  yer  fciiri 
tartjticeala  -acltry oblainftl nvr  EflfriiAnrn,"  and 
bumbly  entreated  that  ilieir  gricvancea  might  be 
redrcased.  Ardent  hnpta  were  enleriained  that 
these  eanciliitory  and  toysl  meaaum,  would  in- 
duce the  king  to  change  hit  miniiten,  and  lake  to 
bis  councils  a  Chatham,  a  CambiUa,  and  a  Racking- 
fian.  Moit  fortunately,  however,  for  the  eventual 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  America,  they  pursued 
tbeir  mad  tehencs  of  burning  our  towns,  hiring 
the  savages  of  the  wilderness  and  foreign  merce- 
narira,  to  tpresd  death  and  desolalion  through  the 
land,  «hich  finally  weaneil  us  from  our  fond  at- 
tachment to  an  angrsteful  ind  cruel  mother,  and, 
on  the  ^oriou)  4ib  of  July,  1,-76,  we  passed  the 
Bubiconl  !-Never!  nevert  never!  lo  reU 
under  hersubjeclion,  but  to  eatablith  a  government 
of  our  own,  founded  on  ibe  principles  ofjuit 
and  equal  laws,  the  inrmence  of  whose  example, 
hope,  will  eventusUy  emancipate  the  world  C- 
tfranny  and  dei^poiitm.  America!  recollect  the 
awful  and  solemn  res;ionsibility  which  reposes  c 
your  conduct. 

'■CoDltiBjOAtf  wWi  and  if  pfndBoce  \Jnj  liaoie 

*^Td  ps^  ii.br  (ranim&iting  ilown  iniire 
•TtKW  lacKd  li^a,  le  wlrieli  Ilienudin  arn  bwn." 
But  la  return  tolheobjectof  my  communication- 
after  vailing  nearly  an  hour  the  major  accosted  tne 
with,  "  Weil,  ynutgmaitfvliixi  lis  nBU-mam}"   Ihand 
ed  him  a  schedule  of  my  f^tier'ii  family,  iacluding 
that  ofhiB  sitter's  (the  widow  of  n  clergyman}.    lie 
examined  a  small  book  which  coolained  what  the  to- 
Ties  called  the  "lilatk  litt^'  when  slowly  taUing  bit 


tcowling  eyes,  he  lalj  with  great  aaperiiy,  "Trnf 
fa'htr,  f)tvng  nan,  it  a  Hatn'd  rtM.  rndtamtftt  a,. 
ccmmtdattd  vatA  a  pail."  Mot  at  all  intimidated  by 
brutality,  1  asserted  with  much  vehemence,  that 
my  father  waa  nt  refei,  that  be  adored  the  iUitstii* 
house  ofHanQTtr,  and  had  louBht  for  goodkinj; 
Gearge  the  ad,  in/oKy->i«.  Whether  it  wm.  Ibat 
he  blaselfhadbeena  rralrtfirlin  Scolland,  in  1743, 
r  whether  my  menliuning  that  number  reminded 
im  of  Wilkes'  North  Brilon  Ko.  43,  a  paper  pat 
l»hed  in  London,  and  peculiarly  obnclious  to  tic 
Scotch— or  whether  he  thought  roy  eiprcscion  of 
the  houiie  of  ilanovf  r,  waa  intended  as  ao  insinua> 
tion  against  bia  own  loyally,  (which  il  rtslly  waaj. 
— whatever  msy  hire  been  the  cause  of  bis  ttnia- 
moment  1  had  finiahcd  speakiug  he  rate 
from  his  chair,  and  with  a  countenance  foaming  with 
rage,  i;  »ri/nwrf  me  ovl  t/lhe  nm  tnii  oAuut*  Isa. 
jujje.  The  cenlinel  at  the  door  had  an  £j>jftti 
countenance,  and,  with  apparent  t\  mptthy,  very  o- 
illy  opened  it  for  my  de|uu-turr,  which  I  nud: 
without  turning  my  back  on  my  sdverttry. 

On  inquiry  il  waa  afterwards  ascertained,   thai 
what  conalitulei  the  crime  of  my  father  and  c*uwd 
m  to  be  denominated  a  nbel,  was  bia  having  bcei 
member  of  the  Whig  club! 

The  Wbigclub,  incotisequeoseof  (he  perturbed 
ate  of  the  times,  had  not  sisembled  oir  net  bt 
more  than  a  year.    The  gentlemen  that  hal  <«■- 
posed  il,  were  Jame,  On,,  Ih-.  UorrM,  Dr.  CWti. 
IK,  Bicharil  Herb;/,  of  Salem,  Benjamin  A'tu, 
XaihoHict  Barba-,  IFiUiam  Mtckag,  col.  Sigtln,  of 
■,  and  about  half  s  doien  mor&    Throogb 
the  instrumentality  of  my  father.  1  ivaa  aomeumes 
admitted  to  hear  their  deliberations.     There  W4s 
ways  at  each  meeting,  a  speech  or  diaserUUoflby 
nc  of  the  members,  on  the  principle*  of  civil  liber- 
ty, and  the  Uritish  constitution.     They  p 
loyalty  to  the  king,  but  were  in  violent  oppositifl 
the  cncroachmenlfl  of  the  parliament,  and  iheir  dii- 
iions  tended  toa  consideration  of  what  would  be 
duly  of -Americans  if  those  encroachments  were 
tinued.    For   this  pucpoae  they  corresponded 
3  some  society  in  Ijjndon,  the  name  of  which  [ 
have  forgotton,  (probably  the  Uevolution  eocicly;. 
Among  the  names  of  their  correspaDdeatalcecollfEE 
»me<,  SaviUe,  Bane  and  Saitlndf.     A  fewyears 
previoas  to  the  revolution,  they  sent  the  Laaiua 
society  two  grta  tunle,  one  of  which  weighed  4i 
and  the  other  B3  pounds.     I  hoje  who  are  acquaint- 
ed with  the  history  of  those  liines,  will  eaiily  under- 
stand to  what  those  numbers  alluded.    On  their  ar- 
rival in  London,  a  grand  dinner  was  prepared,  a; 
which  caLJiam  presi^e^i  *i>d  UtHs  «tb»dfaA< 
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guithed  guetts  I  recollect  hearing  the  names  of  earl 
TemfUe,  lord  Cambden,  and  the  lord  mayor;  and 
among  the  toasts,  "The  Wfdg  club  of  Botion,'*  and 
••The  rdnety''twopatriot9  qfMat$achu$eUt  Bay^*  were 
drank  with  three  times  three  cheers. 

About  the  time  of  the  burning  the  British  gorem- 
ment  schooner  Ckispee,  at  Newport,  a  few  years  pre* 
vious  to  the  revolution,  admiral  Montiigue,  who  then 
commanded  the  ships  of  war  at  Boston,took  several 
of  his  officers  and  proceeded  to  Newport,  to  make 
personal  inquiry  into  the  afiair.  On  his  return  to 
Boston,  not  far  from  Dedham,  a  charcoal  cart  ob- 
structed the  passage  of  the  coach,  when  the  coach* 
man,  feeling  much  consequence  from  his  exalted 
station,  in  driving  a  British  admiral,  and  knowing 
that  his  master  was  to  dine  that  day  with  Mr.  B.  call- 
ed, in  an  insolent  manner,  to  the  collier  to  turn  out 
and  make  way  for  admiral  Montague!— who,  Tnot  at 
all  intimidated  by  the  splendid  equipage,  imposing 
manner,  and  rich  livery  of  the  knight  of  the  arhip,) 
replied  that  be  was  in  the  king^t  high  wa^,  and  that 
he  should  not  Hum  out'  for  any  one  but  the  king 
himself,  and  thanked  fbrtune  that  he  had  the  law  to 
support  him.  The  admiral  finding  an  altercation 
had  taken  place,  on  discovering  the  cause,  told  his 
coachman  to  get  down  and  give  the  fellow  a  ihrtuh^ 
ingt  but  the  coachman  did  not  seem  disposed  to 
obey  his  commander.  One  of  the  officers  in  the 
coach,  a  large  athletic  man,  alighted,  reproached  the 
coachman  with  being  a  coward,  and  was  proceeding 
to  take  vengeance  of  the  coal  driver,  who,  perceiv- 
ing so  potent  an  adversary  advancing,  drew  from  his 
cart  a  ttake^  to  use  as  a  weapon  of  defenee,  and  plac- 
ing himself  between  his  oxen,  in  an  attitude  of  de- 
fence, he  exclaimed— •  fr<f//,  I  vtm,  if  I  mutt,  darn 
me!  but  I'll  tarnish  your  laced  jacket  if  you  don't 
keep  off.' — By  this  time  the  admiral  and  the  other 
officers  had  left  the  coach,  and  finding  that  no  lau- 
rels were  to  be  obtained  in  such  a  contest,  he  made 
a  concilistory  proposition,  and  condescended  to  ask 
that  as  a^avor,  which  he  had  ordered  his  coachman 
to  obtain  by  force.— Mh!  now  said  the  collier,  you 
behave  like  a  gentleman,  as  you  appear,  and  if  you 
had  been  as  civil  at  first,  I  vow  I  would  have  driven 
over  the  stone  wall  to  9bUge  ^ou— But  I  won't  be 
drove;  Ivtv  /wonV— The  coal  driver  made  way, 
and  the  admiral  passed  on.  '         -When  he 

arrived  at  Mr.  B's  he  related  the  occurrence  with 
much  good  humour,  and  appeared  much  gratified 
with  the  spirit  and  independence  of  the  man.  Mr. 
B.  assured  the  admiral,  that  'the  collier  had  exbi- 
biied  a  true  character  of  the  American  people,  and 


nies.  Let  the  king  atk  ofut  our  aid,  and  we  will  g^ant 
more  than  he  will  demand;  but  we  will  not  be  "drove,* 
we  will  not  be  taxed  by  the  parliament.' 

Had  the  government  of  Great  Britain  been  as  con- 
ciliatory to  Americans,  as  the  honest  g^d  hearted 
Montague  was  to  the  collier,  we  should  probsbly 
now  be  subjects  of  George  IVth!— "The  ways  of 
heaven  are  dark  and  intricate.'* — We  should  still  be 
servile  dependants.  We  should  not  have  a  beauti- 
ful star-spangled  banner,  peeping  into  every  port 
in  the  world,  in  pursuit  of  enterprize  and  wealth. — 
We  should  not  now  have  merchants  whose  capital 
in  trade  is  equal  to  that  of  a  province,  and  making 
magnificent  presents  in  support  of  literature  and 
science  that  would  do  honor  to  princes.  Let  Ame- 
ricans be  thankful  for  these  mercies,  and  a  thousand 
others  and  study  to  appreciate  them. 

T(ni— There  have  been  some  doubts  concerning 
the  destruction  of  the  tea  on  the  I6th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1773.  The  number  of  the  ships,  and  the  place 
where  they  were  situated  is  not  quite  certain.— One 
gentleman,  now  living,  over  70  years  of  age,  thinks 
they  were  at  Hubbard's  wharf,  as  it  was  then  called, 
about  half  way  between  Griffin's  (now  Liverpool) 
and  Foster's  wharf,  and  that  the  number  of  ships 
was  four  or  five.    Another  gentleinan,  who  is  7S 
years  of  age,  and  who  was  one  of  the  guard  detsch- 
ed  from  the  new  grenadier  company,  says  that  he 
spent  the  night,  but  one,  before  the  destruction  of 
the  tea,  in  company  with  gen.  Knox,  then  a  private 
in  that  company,  on  board  of  one  of  the  tea  ships; 
that  this  ship  lay  on  the  south  aide  of  Russell's 
whsrf;  and  that  there  were  two  more  on  the  north 
side  of  the  same  wharf,  and  he  thinks  one  or  two  at 
Griffin's  wharf.    A  gentleman  now  living,  who  came 
from  England  In  one  of  the  tea  ships,  thinks  there 
were  but  two,  but  be  it  uncertain  where  they  lay. 
A  song,  written  soon  after  the  time,  tells  of  <*Three 
ill-fated  ships  at  Grif&n'a  wharf."    The  whole  evi. 
dence  seems  to  result  in  this,  there  were  iAree  ships 
—but  whether  at  Russell's  or  Griffin's  wharf,  or  one 
or  more  at  each«  is  not  certain.    The  number  of 
chests  desir<>yed  wss,  according  to  the  news-papers 
of  the  time,  342.    There  was  a  body  meeting  an 
this  16th  of  December,  1773.    This  matter  of  the 
tea  was  the  occaaion  of  the  meeting.    The  meeting 
began  at  Fanueil  Hall,  but  that  place  not  being 
large  enough  it  was  adjourned  to  the  Old  South, 
and  even  that  place  could  not  contain  all  who  came. 
Jonathan  Williams  was  moderator.    Among  the 
spectators,  was  John  Rowe,  who  lived   in  Pond 
street  where  Mr.  Frtscott  now  lives;  among  other 


that  the  story  he  had  then  related  was  an  epitome 

of  the  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colo-lthing8,he  said,— '*Who  knows  how  tea  will  mingle 
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with  Mit  wiWr"— ind  ihi«  auggrstion  »u  rrteiv. 
Mlvitli  gTMt  appUiMC.  Governor  lIutehiitMn  vaa 
rtithia  tine  U  Uie  houw  on  HDion  hill  vbere  B»r- 
■tf  SiBith,«*qr.  livF«>  A  eommittM  wumitfrtnn 
1km  UcMing,  to  reqaeit  faim  to  order  Ibe  ihipi  to 
fhpHt^— Wbila  tbcy  tnre  gone,  ipcvchet  were 
maie,  fbr  Uw  ^rpote  oT  keeinng  the  people  toge- 
ttir.  The  eaminittee  returned  about  mn  let  «ilb 
Ui  atMwer,  tbit  he  coiild  pot  interfere.  At  thii 
■BAent  the  Indian  yell  «ru  beard  Trom  the  street 
tto.  Samnel  Adam*  cried  out,  that  it  ira*  a  trick 
tt  tbcir  Mtemlei  to  diiliirb  tbeir  meeting,  and  re- 
^Mkted  the  peoi^e  to  keep  their  placet— but  Ibe 
ptople  nuhed  out,  and  accompanied  the  Indii 
Iba  ahipa.  Tbe  number  oF  per«aoi  diaguiaed 
M  Indiana  ia  variousty  itated— none  put  it  lower 
'  ttn  to,  none  higher  than  60.  It  i*  aaid  by  per 
MM  vho  were  preient,  th>I  nothing  «aR  dftiroyed 
tet  t^a — and  ihia  waa  not  done  with  noi 
■>U,  little  or  nothing  being  «aid  either  by  the 
igCfeti  or  tbe  muliitude, — who  looked  on.  The  im- 
pnasioD  wai  that  of  aolenniity,  rather  than  of  riot 
-Mil  confiitioii. — The  dcalruction  wat  cffeoted  by 
Ik*  diagnif ed  petaona,  «id  aomeyoting  men  who 
Votameeredi  one  of  the  Utter  collected  the  tea  which 
Ml  into  tbe  tboei  of  i>iinaeir  and  eompantona,  and 
ptt  it  into  a  pbial  and  aealed  it  upt— which  phial  is 
■av  in  hia  potaeasion,— coo  lain  ing  the  same  tea, — 
n*  con Iriveri  of  thi«measure,andttioae  who  carried 
tttao  efleot,  will  never  be  kwwn;  topie  few  per- 
aoM  bare  been  roentioned  a>  being  amonf:  the  dii- 
gtUMd)  but  there  are  many  and  obriouB  rcaiuna  why 
ncrecy  then,  and  coacealment  ainee,  were  DCCCBaa. 
ry.  None  of  thoie  peraona  who  were  confidently  aaid 
to  have  been  of  tbe  parly,  (except  aomewho  were 
than  minora  or  reiy  young  men),  have  ever  admi 
ted  that  they  were  ao.  The  peraon  wlioapp»red 
to  know  more  than  any  one,  I  ever  (pake  with,  re. 
flued  to  mention  namea,  Mr.  Samuel  Adama  is 
tboogbt  to  have  been  in  the  counselling  of  thia  ex- 
ploit, and  many  other  men  who  were  leadera  in  the 
political  aiFairt  of  tbe  timei;— and  the  hall  of  coun, 
t*l  IB  aaid  to  have  been  in  the  back  room  of  Edes 
■nd  Giir*  ptintiog  oflice,  at  tlie  comer  of  the  ally 
leading  to  Uatlle  atrect  church  from  court  street. 
There  are  very  few  alive  now,  who  helped  to 
empty  the  cheaia  of  lea,  and  theae  few  will  pro, 
bably  be  ai  prudent  aa  Uioae  who  liave  gone  before 
then.  Jlails  Adv. 

riOM  TSi  rrrraaDKa  ariTaiHix. 

At  a  critical  period  of  the  rerolutionary  war, 

when  there  waa  great  danger  of  the  diasolution  or 

the  American  arm^,  for  want  of  prortaions  to  keep 


■getliw,  a 

-  bo^  ta  Um 

prneuring  tka.     1%a 
army  wiik^ 
linal^  aaUevad.  Tka 
callad  i»r,  but  tt  m  i 
oTdMaaw 


Samuel  MoRKjt:  MM 

R'lbertUH-Jopar  iOOD 

Kiigii  sbwd  son 

Pbilip  Moata  9000 

M,>Iiliew  Inrta  MOO 

Thomaa  Irate  SpOO 

John  BMMat  JOOO 

Henry  HJU  WOO 

John  Mmmb  SOOO 

Thorn  af  WiUinf  JOOO 

Samuel  Powall  5000 

John  Ninai  5000 

Robert  Brid(ea  3000 

John  Danlap  4000 

.VfiehaflHillegai  4000 

Willum  Coatca  4000 

£:i.«nuel  Eyre  4000 

James  Bodden  4000 

John  Meaac  40U0 

Joseph  CaraoB  4U>0 

ThoiDi!)  Leiprr  4000 

KeinbNichola  4000 

Samui-1  Horrit  3U00 

Isaac  Moaea  3000 

Charks  Thompson  3000 

John  Pfitigk  30U0 

San.uel  Milea  2U0U 
Cadvalider  Morrik  3  JOO 

MatthevdarkaoD  Z5U0 

fhomai  M'Kean  30UU 

John  Donaldson  3000 

Jobn  S  einmetz  31MJ 

Beoj.  Kandolph  SUOU 


^S" 


Jsto  wbana 
Benjaaiii'  BsA 


3«n 

taaae  Mcldier  SliUO 

John  Behalf cr  SWK) 

Alexander  Tod  20U0 

John  Pu-riance  20u0 

John  Wileocks  30UO 

Samuel  Inglis  SOUO 

Jonaibati  Pcnroae  SOUO 

Nathantet  Palkiwr  3000 

Jamea  Caldwell  3000 
Gerardu*  Clarkaoa  3000 

John  Shee  1000 

Samuel  Caldwell  lOtiO 

Samuel  Penrose  lOQO 

William  TurabuU  1000 

fl.  Uaviajr.  lUOO 

Bbaij)  nelany  1000 

Andrew  Do|  lOOO 

Pcier  Whitesides  1000 

Andrew  Bobcson  lOUU 


ARMS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Although  tbe  study  of  heraldry  may  not  be  very 

nuting  to  our  rradert,yet  aa  tbe  eagle  wi  Jt  extend- 

I  wings,  grtaping  the  aroa  of  war  and  tbe  olive 

of  peace,  is  cunslantty  preientrd  to  our  ejra,  in 

some  way  or  other,  it  may  not  be  uninteretling  ta 

giveahialory  anducipianitioa  t^thearaiaof  oat 
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In  June.  1782,  wh^n  coogress  were  about  to  form 
tn  armorittl  derice  for  a  seal  for  the  anion,  Charles 
Thompson,  eiq.  then  secretary,  with  the  honorable 
Dr  Arthur  Lee  and  E.  Boudinot,  members  of  con- 
gress, called  on  Mr.  William  Barton,  and  bonsulted 
him  on  the  occasion.  The  great  seal,  for  which  Mr. 
Barton  furnished  these  gentlemen  with  devices,  was 
adopted  by  congress  on  the  26th  of  June,  17B2.  The 
device  is  as  follows: 

»f  nnt^Paleways  of  thirteen  pieces,  argent,*  gules, 
a  chief  azure,  the  escutcheon  on  the  breast  of  the 
American  eagle,  displayed,  proper,  holding  in  his 
dexter  talon  an  olive  branch,  and  in  hii  sinister  a 
bunch  of  thirteen  arrows,  all  proper;  and  in  his  beak 
a  scroll,  with  the  motto  **Epluribvt  unumV 

The  crest^Ovtr  the  head  of  the  eagle,  which  ap- 
pears above  the  escutcheon,  a  glory,  ^r,  breaking 
through  a  cloud  proper,  and  surrounding  stars,  form* 
ing  a  constellation,  ardent,  on  an  azure  field. 

Beverte^K  pyramid  unfinished. 

In  the  zenith  an  eye  in  a  triangle,  surrounded 
with  a  glory.  Over  the  eye  these  words,  **Jlnnuit 
t^ptu:* 

Remarks  and  explanationS'^Tht  escutcheon  is 
composed  of  the  chief  and  pale,  the  two  most  ho- 
norable ordinaries.  The  thirteen  pieces  pale,  repre- 
sent the  several  states  in  the  union,  all  joined  in  one 
solid  compact  entire,  supporting  a  chief  which 
unites  the  whole,  and  represents  congress.  The 
motto  alludes  to  the  union. 

The  pales  in  the  arms  are  kept  closely  united  by 
the  chief,  and  the  chief  depends  on  that  union,  and 
the  strength  resulting  from  it,  for  its  support,  to  de- 
note the  confederacy  of  the  states,  and  the  preser- 
vation  of  the  union,  through  congress. 

The  colours  of  the  pales  are  those  used  in  the  flag 
of  the  United  States  of  America.  White  signifies 
purity  and  innocence;  red,  hardiness  and  valor;  and 
blue,  the  colour  of  the  chief,  signifies  vigilance,  per- 
sev^hmce  and  justice.  The  olive  branch  and  arrows 
denote  the  power  of  peace  and  war,  which  is  exclu- 
sively vested  in  congress. 

The  creit,  or  constellation,  denotes  a  new  state 
taking  its  place  and  rank  among  other  foreign 
powers. 

The  escutcheon,  borne  on  the  breast  of  an  Ameri- 
can esf^le,  without  any  other  supporters,  denotes 
that  the  U.  States  ought  tn  rely  on  their  own  virtue 

*iii  heruldry,  argent  si)2^nifies  white,  g\ile&  red, 
and  azure  blue;  where  these  colors  cannot  be  em- 
blazoned, they  are  represented  on  seals,  &c.  as  fol- 
lows: Argent,  by  a  perfect  blank:  red  by  perpen- 
dicular, and  azure  by  hor:z<)ntal  lines.  The  chief 
in  our  arms,  on  the  horizontal  lines  in  the  upper 
<}uarter  of  the  etcuicheon,  or  eagle's  breast. 


The  pyramid  on  the  reverse,  signifies  strength  and 
devotion;  its  unfinished  state  refers  to  the  infancy 
of  the  American  government.  The  eye  over  it,  and 
the  motto,  «*Anouit  coeptis,"  "he  sanctions  our 
endeavours,"  allude  to  the  many  and  single  interpo- 
sitions of  Providence  in  favor  of  the  American  cause. 

[JVTb/.  Hecordcr.] 

DOCTOR  FUANKLIN. 

The  author  of  the  ••Sgtteme  de  La  J\iaiure"  sajrs— 
<*What  imports  it  to  me,  that  .Mauper.uis  is  a  good 
geometrician,  if  be  be  a  despotic  and  merciless  pre* 
sident,  and  if  I  be  obliged  to  live  in  his  domain  or 
his  academy?  A  beneficent  man  is,  in  my  opinion, 
much  more  estimable,  than  a  being  who  is  learned^ 
but  criMf/."— wY/iVafteau  the  Elikr,  Not  so  « ith  our 
Dr.  Franklin— for,  ••Whatever  be  vnitee,  his  fellow 
citizens  read  with  eagerness,  delight  and  pleasure 
— and  whatever  he  performs  the  civilized  part  of  the 
world  approvet**^Targnl /o  Dr,  Price, 

I^rom  among  *Hhe  political,'  miscellaneous,  and 
philosophical  pieces  of  Dr.  Franklin,  printed  in  Lon- 
don, 1779,  p.  297,'*  is  extracted  the  following,  and 
placed  at  your  service.  Civfs. 

*•  At  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  of  1762,  when 
certain  projectors  advised  the  English  ministers  to 
leave  the,  French  in  poteeftion  of  Canada^  in  order 
that  they  might  check  the  too  rapid  increase  of  the 
English  colonies,  the  celebrated  doctor  Franklin  ob« 
served  *It  is  a  modest,  word,  tbia  CHECK,  for  laas- 
aacreing  men,  women,  and  children;  and  for  all  the 
other  horrora  of  Indian  warfare.**    It  was  being  very 
finr-sighted  indeed,  to  feel  so  soon  the  neceasity  of 
checking  the  excessive  population  of  the  then  Eng- 
lish colonies.    *But,'  continues  this  truly  great  man. 
with  that  Socratic  simplicity  which  is  the  peculiar 
characteristic  of  his  writings,  *lf  it  be,  after  all« 
•thought  necessary  to  check  the  growth  of  ourcolo- 
"nittt  give  me  leave  lo  propose  a  method  less  cruel. 
•It  is  a  method  of  which  we  have  an  example  in  tlie 
'ecripture.    The  murder  of  husbands,  of  wives,  of 
•brothers,  sisters  and  children,  whose  pleasing  socie- 
*ty  has  been  for  some  tirr.e  enjoyed,  affects  deeply 
•the  respective  surviving  relations:  but  grief  for  the 
•loss  of  a  child  just  bom  is  short,  and  easily  a«p* 
•ported.    The  method  i  mean  is,  that  which  wwm 
'dictated  by  the  Egyptian  poHcy,  when  the  infinite 
•increase  of  the  children  of  Israel  was  apprehended  a^ 
^dangerout  le  the  ttate/  and  Pharaoh  said  unto  hie 
'prietts,  behold  the  people  of  the  children  of  Itrael  are 
'more  and  mightier  than  we/  ctme  sn,  let ««  deaiwiselit 
^with  them,  lett  they  multiply ,  and  it  come  to  pott  tfMf 
.  *wAe/i  there  falhth  out  any  loarf  they  join  aUo  unto  our 
\  enemicip  and  fight  against  ve,  and  to  get  them  uf  ov.t 
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••/"  the  land: — And  the  hi^ff  spake  unto  the  Uebrev 
^midwivfSt  &c.~£xo.  Chip  1 .    Now  says  the  doctor. 


the  remabder,  all  id  the  oountry  were  cloied.  la  i 
war  ofsttch  atrocity  there  was  no  safety,  where  mem- 


*let  an  act  of  parliament  be  made,  enjoining  the  co-  bers,  however  peaceful,  were  collected;  we  have 


<looy  midwives  to  stifle,  in  the  birth,  every  third 
<or  fourth  child.  By  this  means  may  you  keep  the 
'colonies  to  their  size.  And  if  they  were  under  the 
*hard  alternative  of  submitting  to  one  or  the  other 
^of  these  Bchemes  for  checking  their  grfnoth^  I  dare 
'answer  for  them  they  would  prefer  the  latter.' 

JVo/e  by  the  trantcriber.^Tlkty  seem  to  have  found 
out  since  that  time^another  method  or  scheme  which, 
bye  the  bye,  they  never  have  dared  to  own,  'and  have 
always  disavowed'  it  personally  to  our  ambassadors, 
Uhovgh  they  *have  never  ditconiinited  it*  in  practice, 
until  general  J.  made  an  example  of  two  of  their 
notorious  assistants;  and  could  he  have  been  so  for* 
tunate  as  to  have  caught  the  two  principal  agentt, 
€ol.  W — e  and  Col.  N— s,  and  made  them  also  the 
objects  of 'exact  justice/  we  should  not  hear  for  a 
length  of  time  of  any  more  'tecret  tchemet  far  the  de- 
'population  t(f  the  frontiert  •fthe  United  Statet* 

B9tt,  Pat, 


GENERAL  MARION. 

A  biography  of  this  revolutionary  hero,  it  ap- 
pears, by  an  article  in  the  Southern  Patriot,  has 
been  written  by  judge  Jamea,  of  South  Carolina; 
and  the  following  extract  has  been  given  in  that 
paper  as  a  specimen  of  the  work  about  to  be  pub. 
lished: 

"To  people  of  good  principles,  particularly  the 
religious,  at  this  period  (1780  and  I7iii),  was  truly 
distressing.  Those  fit  for  military  service,  includ- 
ing men  of  sixty  years  of  age  and  boys  of  four- 
teen, few  of  whom  dared  to  stay  at  home,  were  en> 
gaged  in  active  warfare,  and  had  their  minds  in  con- 
stant occupation,  which,  in  whatever  situation  man 
may  be  placed,  brings  with  it  a  certain  degree  of 
.satisfaction,  if  not  content.  But  to  the  superanuat- 
ej  and  the  female  sex,  no  such  satisfaction  was  af- 
forded. Most  of  those  had  relatives  to  whom 
they  were  bound  by  the  most  tender  and  sacred 
ties,  who  were  exposed  to  constant  danger,  and  for 
whose  fate  they  were  unceasingly  anxious.  As  a 
comfort  in  this  situation,  they  might  employ  them- 
selves in  household  affuirs,  or  resort  to  private  de- 
votion; but  those  refined  pleasures,  which  arise 
from  social  inlercovirse,  were  wan.ing;  and  particu- 
larly that  faint  picture  of  heaven,  the  consolation 
which  is  derived  from  meeting  one's  friends  in  pub- 
lie  worship,  was  wholly  denied  them.  Most  of  the 
churches  in  towns  and  in  the  country  were  burnt  or 
made  depots  for  the  military  stores  of  the  enemy — 
some,  in  fact,  were  converted  into  stables;  aad,  of 


seen  that  the  British  toriea*  violated  the  saaetiry- 
of  private  dwellings  by  their  murders,  and  how 
could  it  be  expected  they  would  be  awed  by  the  ho- 
liness of  a  cliurchP  In  a  camp  where  was  no  penna- 
nency,  and  but  little  rest,  there  was  no  place  for 
chaplains— >and  at  home  there  was  no  security,  even 
for  the  pastors  of  the  church;  consequently  tber 
were  compelled  to  go  into  exile.  Had  they  gone  oat 
of  their  own  families  to  administer  comfort,  it 
would  have  been  said  they  were  stirring  up  sedition; 
and,  like  some  bigots  of  old,  tbey  would  hare 
made  themselvea  voluntary  martyrs.  Tbey  took 
the  wiser  course  of  retiring  with  their  fiamilies  from 
the  murderous  rage  of  the  times.** 

"Near  the  close  of  the  year  1780,  there  took  place 
a  skirmish  between  a  small  patrole  of  whigs,  under 
capt.  Melton,  and  a  large  party  of  tones,  under 
major  Ganey,  near  White's  Bridge,  two  miles  from 
Georgetown;  a  few  ahots  were  exchanged,  and 
Melton  was  obliged  to  retreat.  But,  in  this  short 
affair,  Gabriel  Marion,  nephew  to  the  general,  wu 
first  taken  prisoner,  and  when  his  name  was  aonooo- 
cad,  inhumanly  shot.  The  instrument  of  death  was 
placed  so  near  that  it  burnt  hia  linen  at  the  breast 
He  was  a  young  gentleman,  who  had  received  a  good 
education — of  whom  high  expectations  were  formed, 
and  who  was  much  beloved  in  the  brigade.  The 
general  had  no  children,  and  he  mourned  over  this 
youth,  as  would  a  father  over  an  only  child,  aod  all 
bis  men  condoled  with  him,  but  he  soon  publicly 
expressed  this  consolation  for  himself  that  his  ne- 
phew was  a  virtuous  young  man — that  he  died  in  de- 
fence of  his  country,  and  that  he  would  mourn  over 
him  no  more. 

At  thai  same  place  a  worthy  man,  Mr.  Swaineau. 
was  killed.  Ere  this  he  had  been  a  school  Piaster, 
but,  finding  there  was  no  emyloyment  for  men  of  bis 
peaceful  profession  now,  he  boldly  shouldered  the 
musket  and  died  a  soldier.  But  so  prone  are  man- 
kind to  pass  over  the  merits  of  this  useful  class  cf 
citizens,  that,  had  he  not  fallen  by  the  side  of  s. 
Marion,  perhaps  his  memory  would  have  been  for- 
gotten.    About  the  same  time  Mr.  Uenily,  another 


•The  British,  under  Tarlton,  had  already,  (in 
May,  1730),  cut  to  pieces  Mr.  Samuel  NVvley.  in  Ms 
own  house,  at  Camden,  whom  tliey  mi^itook  Tt  hs% 
brother,  John  Wyley,  who  was  sheriffof  the  district; 
and  the  tories,  under  Harrison,  had  murdered  in 
their  dwellings,  the  two  Mr.  Bradleys,  Mr.  Robertj*. 
and  others,  in  that  part  of  Salem  which  Wes  on 
Lynch*8  creek.  Lord  Corn wal lis  scon  maJp  fl>rr,- 
eon  a  colonel. 
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tchooliiMiBter,  was  killed  in  action.  The  ■uspension 
of  all  public  education,  which  led  to  the  fate  of  such 
men,  and  the  fact  stated  above,  that  all  public  wor- 
ship  was  now  at  an  end,  most  forcibly  shewed  the 
calamitous  state  of  the  country  during  this  e? entful 
period;**     ' 


*<Men  at  this  time,  and  their  general  too,  ha4  no- 
thing but  water  to  driftk— they  commonly  wore 
homespun  clothes,  which  lacked  warmth*— they  slept 
in  damp  places,  according  to  their  means,  either 
with  or  without  a  blanket;  he  was  well  off  who  had 
one  to  himself  the  one  half  of  the  general's  had  been 
burnt— they  were  content  to  feed  upon  sweet  po- 
tatoes, either  with  or  without  beefs  there  being 


times  white  satin  breeches.  Buckles  were  fashion- 
able till  within  15  or  20  years,  and  a  man  could  not 
have  remained  in  a  ball  room  with  shoe-strings.*  It 
was  usual  for  the  bride,  bridegroom  and  maids,  and 
men  attending,  to  go  to  church  together  three  sue* 
cessive  Sundays  after  the  wedding,  with  a  change 
of  dress  each  day.  A  gentleman  who  deceased  no^ 
long  since,  appeared  the  first  Sunday  in  white  broad 
doth— the  second' in  blue  and  gold;  the  third  in 
peach  bloom  and  pearl  buttons.  It  was  a  custom 
to  hang  the  escutcheon  of  a  deceased  bead  of  n 
family  out  of  the  window  orer  the  front  door,  from 
the  time  ofhis  decease  until  after  the  funeral.  Tb« 
last  instance  which  is  remembered  of  this*  was  in 
the  case  of  gov.  Hancock's  uncle,  1764;    Copies  of 


neither  mnis  nor  leisure  to  grind  com— but  all  sigh-  *b«  escutcheon,  painud  on  black  silk,  were  more 


ed  for  salt— for  salt!  that  article  of  the  first  neces- 
sity to  the  human  race.  Little  do  the  luxurious  of 
the  present  day  know  of  the  pressure  of  such  a 
want.  Salt,  when  brought  fhim  the  sea-shore  off 
Waccanaw,  where  it  was  coarsely  manufactured, 
brought  at  that  time  ten  silver  dollars,  each  more 
than  ten  at  present;  thus  bay  salt, one  half  brioe,so1d 
lor  at  least  one  himdred  dollars  value  of  this  day. 
As  soon  as  general  Marion  could  collect  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  this  desirable  article,  he  distributed  it 
out  from  Snow's  Island,  on  Pedee,  in  quantities  not 
exceeding  a  bushel,  to  each  Whig  family,  and  thus 
endeared  himself  the  more  to  his  followers.'* 


THE  OLDEN  TIME. 

There  is  in  course  of  publication,  in  the  Boston 
Gazette,  the  long-hoarded  literary  treasures  of  an 
accurate  observer's  common-place-book,  giving  us 
an  amusing  view  of  the  society  and  manners  of  Bos- 
ton, rather  less  than  a  century  ago— differing  #•«#- 
•mhait  it  will  be  seen,  from  those  of  the  present  da>. 
These  sketches,  one  of  the  numbers  of  which  will 
be  found  below,  are  appropriately  headed 

BIMIIIISCISCIS. 

lhr$99,  £^c.— Seventy  years  ago  coclud|^ats,  wigs, 
and  red  cloaks,  were  the  usual  dress  ^gentlemen, 
boots  were  rarely  seen,  except  among  military  men. 
Shoe  strings  were  worn  only  by  those  who  could  not 
buy  any  sort  of  buckles.  In  winter  round  coats 
were  used,  made  stiff  with  buckram;  they  came 
down  to  the  knees  in  front. 

Before  the  revolution  bojr*  wore  wigs  and  cocked 
bats;  and  boys  of  genteel  families  wore  cocked 
hats  till  within  about  thirty  years. 

Ball  dress  for  gentlemen  was  silk  coat,  and  breech- 
es of  the  same,  and  embroidered  waistcoats —  some- 
62. 


anciently  distributed  among  the  pall-bearers— ringi 
afterwards— and,  until  within  a  few  years,  gloves. 
Dr.  A.  Eliot  had  a  mug  full  of  rings  which  wert 
presented  to  him  at  funerals.    Till  within  about  SO 
years  gentlemen  wore  powder,  and  many  of  them 
sat  from  thirty  to  forty  minutes  under  the  bar* 
ber*s  hands,  to  have  their  hair  craped;  suffering  no 
inconsiderable  pain  most  of  the  time  from  hair-pal* 
ling,  and  sometimes, from  the  hot  curling  tongs.— 
Crape  cushions  and  hoops  were  indispensable  in  full 
dress,  till  within  about  30  years.    Sometimes  ladiot   • 
were  dressed  the  day  before  the  party,  and  slept  hk 
easy  chairs,  to  keep  their  hair  in  fit  condition  for  the 
following  night    Most  ladies  went  to  parties  os 
foot,  if  they  could  not  get  a  cast  in  a  friend's  car- 
riage or  chaise.    Gentlemen  rarely  had  a  chance 
to  ride. 

The  latest  dinner  hour  was  2  o'clock;  some  offi- 
cers of  the  colonial  government  dined  later  oocar  ' 
sionally.  In  genteel  families  ladies  went  to  drink 
tea  about  4  o'clock,  and  rarely  staid  after  candle 
light  in  summer.  It  was  the  fashion  for  ladies  t» 
propose  to  visit— not  to  be  sent  for. 

The  drinking  of  punch  in  the  forenoon,  in  publio 
houses,  was  a  common  practice  with  the  most  re-  ^ 
spectable  men,  till  about  five  and  twenty  years;  and 
evening  clubs  were  very  common.  The  latter,  it 
is  said,  were  more  common  formerly,  as  they  af- 
forded the  means  of  communion  on  the  state  of  the 
country.  Dinner  parties  were  very  rare.  Wine  was 
very  little  in  use;  convivial  parties  drank  punch  or 
toddy.  Half-boots  came  inio  fiMhion  about  30  years 
ago.  The  first  pair  that  appeared  in  Boston  were 
worn  by  a  young  gentleman  who  came  here  from 
New  York,  and  who  was  more  remarkable  for  his 
boots  than  any  thing  else.  Within  20  years  gentle- 
jnen  wore  scarlet  coats  with  black  velvet  collars^ 
and  very  costly  buttons,  of  mock  pearl,  cut  steel,  or 


*jnled  ..'Uii-'iind  nerkrlolhi  edf;Fri  vii'i  Uce,  uid 
icfd  rufflMOTcr  the  ha-.di.  KtTarr  the  rrrulution, ' 
•om  5  to  eool.  wii  th«  uioioat  orinnutl  exp«ndi> 
ifTf  in  thoie  fimilie*  where  cjirriaj;ei  ukI  correi-  j 
vrdent  dDineiticB  wrre  kept.  There  vere  onlj 
wo  ur  three  carriage,  Om  ■■,  ehiriot*  orcoiehes,. 
9  1730.  Chtiies  on  four  whcch.  Rot  pbiion*. 
rcre  in  u*e  m  fuTiiUie*  of  diitlnclion.  | 

The  history  of  itiirij  Trtt  it  Kaid  to  be  lhi>: 
Ihil  •  certain  cip<.  Mclntoih  illuminated  th«  tr», 
|)d  hung  upon  it  effiKiesof  obnoiioua  cliaraetera, 
Bd  tha^  Ih^ie  •'ere  taken  down  by  lli«  libcrij'  boyi 
nd  burnii  and  ihe  tree  thus  ^ot  iii  name. 

TV  Ppfx' — A  aiagc  Was  erected  on  wheeUi  on 
ki*  >U|;e  *ti  pUcrd  a  R^iire  ii>  tbr  dial r,  called 
hr  popr;  btbin'l  him  a  Frmale  fij^irf,  in  the  atti- 
tde  of  ilancing,  trliom  they  called  Nancy  Dawtoni 
rhind  bcF  Admiral  Uyn^  hanginf;  ooag-llowa;  and 
•hind  him  the  detil.  A  aimilar  composition  wu 
Mdc  at  the  south-end,  c*il«d  souib-eniJ  pope.  In 
he  day  lime  the  procession*,  each  drawing  wiih 
hem  Iheir  popes  and  Ibeir  atteniEanls,  met  and 
aaaed  each  other,  on  the  mill  or  ttranbriilgc,  rery 
Lrilly;  but  in  the  evening  they  met  M 
Ointi,  anil  battle  enmeil  with  listB,  slicks,  and 
tones:  and  one  or  the  olher  of  the  popes  was  cap- 
are  d.  The  nonb-end  pope  was  never  taken  but 
ree,  and  tben  the  captain  had  been  early  wounded 
nd  lakcD  from  the  field.  Thnt  pope  conflicts 
were  held  ir,  memory  of  the  pnwder-plot  of  Nov.  5, 
«id  ware  aome  tort  of  imitation  of  what  was  done 
in  England  on  the  same  anniversary. 

A  man  used  to  ride  on  an  sss,  with  immense  jack 
teott,*  and  his  face  covered  with  a  faorrible  mask, 
«Dd  was  called  Joyce,  Jr.  His  office  was  la  assem* 
ble  men  and  boys  in  mob  style,  and  ride  m  the  mid> 
die  of  them,  and  in  such  company  lo  terrify  tbc  ad- 
herenls  to  royal  government,  before  the  revolution. 
The  tumults  which  resulted  in  the  massacre,  1770^ 
Vas  eicited  by  such  means.  J'gce,  Juniar,  was  said 
f  Id  have  a  particular  whiiile,  which  brought  hia  ad- 
herentuAi:.  vhraerer  ihey  were  wanted. 

About"1730  to  1740,  there  was  no  meat  market; 
there  were  only  four  simps  in  which  fresh  meat  was 
told— one  of  them  wa^  tlie  corner  of  State-street 
and  Carnhill,  where  Mr.  Hartshorn  bow  keeps. — 
GrniUmenuscd  logo  the  day  before  and  have  their 
names  put  down  for  what  they  wanted.  Outside 
of  ih'ti  ^hi'p  was  a  large  hook,  on  which  carcaiaes 
usr '.lohang.  A  little  man  who  waa  a  justice  ofthe 
peace,  came  one  day  fur  meat;  bui  came  too  late. 
He  «rt!i  disappointed,  and  a^ked  to  whom  sucb  an:'. 
iicli  ;icc«B  «Bn  to  Kof    Owvf  llHnwM  W|aw 


a  imjerman — (il  was  not  a  commoD  thing  in  thoK 
days  for  tradeimen  to  eat  frrih  meat — Jihejuatice 
went  oul.  Baying,  he  would  send  the  tradesman  a 
sallad  lor  his  lamb.  He  sent  an  ovrnluc  and  un- 
paid tax.bill.  Sci'in  alter,  the  tradrvman  met  the 
justice  near  ihls  pNcc,  and  told  him  he  would  re- 
turn hia  kindneasi  Which  be  did,  by  hangiDg  the  jua- 
tice  up  by  the  waistband  of  bit  breeches  to  the 
butcher's  book,  and  leaving  him  to  get  down  ai  he 
luuld. 


One  of  the  most  inte rraling  Works  tliat  ha*  ever  ap. 
peared  la  a  history  of  "the  war  of  Ihe  indepen. 
dence  of  the  United  States  of  America,"  was  writ- 
ten ti)  .Mr.  L'hurin  Bttia,  an  Italian,  a  tranalaliaa 
ofwl.ich  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Gnr^e  .IJexaufer 
Otu.    From  these  volumes  we  extract  the  twa 
■preche*  that  follow— previous  to  the  insertioo  of 
whict),  il  it  ntceaaary  lo  give  the  "aotioe  of  tbc 
auiUor"  ill  relatioi.  to  them.     By  way  of  prefsce 
to  his  work.  Mr.  DulU  says— 
"There  will  be  fuund,  in  the  course  of  this  his- 
tory, tevcral  discourses,  of  a  certain  length.  Tboi« 
t  have  put  in  the  moulb  of  the  ditTerent  speaker* 
have  really   been  pronounced  by  them,  and  upM 
those  very  uccationa  which  are  treated  of  in  ibe 
work.    1  should,  however,  DWntioo  that  1  bivt^ 
sonietimta,  made  a  single  orator  say  what  ba*  bees 

Sometimes,  also,  but  rar'ly,  usinf  tbe  liberty,  graot- 
I  ed  in  all  limti  to  historians,  I  have  ventured  to  add 
a  small  number  of  phrases,  which  appeared  to  ibc 
to  coincide  perfect!}  with  the  senae  of  the  orator, 
and  proper  to  enforce  his  opinion;  tbis  bai  bappcB- 
ed  especially  in  the  two  discouracs  pronounced 
befbre  congreaa,  for  and  against  independence,  by 
Hicbard  Heiiry  Lee  and  John  Dickinaon. 
"It  will  not  escape  attentive  readers,  that  iBsomc 
of  these  discourse*  are  found  predictim*  which 
lime  has  accomplrtbrd.  I  afftrm  that  tbeae  remark, 
able  p«s«B||es  belong  entirely  to  tbe  authon  cited* 
In  order  ffit  these  might  not  resemble  those  of 
the  poets,  always  made  after  tbe  fact,  I  have  been 
■o  acrupulous  as  to  translate  them,  word  (or  woi4, 
fhim  tbe  original." 

On  the  8ih  of  June  [1^761,  say*  He.  Botu.ame- 
lioB  being  made  in  congrru  to  declare  iadependence, 
Aicterrf  Henrg  litt.  One  of  the  deputies  from  Vir- 
ginia, spoke  as  fbllowa  and  was  heard  with  profiwnl 


"I  know  not,  whether  among  all  the  civil  di»- 
Cfltda  wkioh  b»v«  kcca  tewKtod  by  hiawrMBs,  wi 
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have  fband  among  all  other  nations.  And  as  at 
first  our  forbearance,  and  then  our  resistance,  have 
proved  equally  insu!Rcienta  since  our  prayers  were 
unavaiHng,  as  well  as  the  blood  lately  shed;  we 
must  go  further,  and  proclaim  our  independnece.— 
Kor  let  any  one  believe  that  we  have  any  other  op- 
tion left.  The  time  will  certainly  come  when  the 
fated  aeperation  must  take  place,  whether  you  will 
or  no;  for  so  it  is  decreed  by  the  very  nature  of 
things,  the  progressive  increase  of  our  populatioa 
the  fertility  of  our  soil,  the  extent  of  our  territory, 
the  industry  of  our  countrymen,  and  the  immense 
ty  of  the  ocean  which  seperates  the  two  states.— 
And  if  this  he  true,  as  is  most  true,  who  does  not 


vhich  have  been  eicited  either  by  the  love  of  lib 
erty  in  the  people,  or  by  the  ambition  of  princes, 
there  has  ever  been  presented  a  deliberation  more 
interesting  or  more  important  than  that  which  now 
engages  our  attention;  whether  we  consider  the  fu- 
ture destiny  of  this  free  and  virtuous  people,  or 
that  of  our  enemies  themselves,  who,  notwithstand- 
ing tlieir  tyranny  and  this  cruel  war,  are  still  our 
brethren,  and  descended  from  a  commnn  stock;  or 
finally,  that  of  the  other  nations  of  the  globe, 
whose  eves  are  mtent  upon  this  great  spectacle, 
and  who  anticipate  from  our  success  more  freedom 
lor  themselves,  or  from  our  defeat  apprehend  heavi- 
er rrhains  and  a  severer  bonditge.  For  the  question 
is  not  whether  we  shall  acquire  an  increase  of  ter-jaee  that  the  sooner  it  takes  place  the  better;  and 
riiorial  domi^tion,  or  wickedly  wrest  from  others  i  that  it  would  be  not  only  imprudent,  but  the  height 
their  just  possessions;  but  whether  we  shall  pre-! of  folly,  not  to  seize  the  present  occasion,  whea 
serve,  or  lose  forever,  that  liberty  which  we  have! British  injustice  has  filled  all  hearts  with  indigna- 
inherited  from  our  ancestors,  which  we  have  pursued  tion,  inspired  all  minds  with  courage,  united  all  opin* 
across  tempestuous  seas,  and  which  we  have  defend-  j  ions  in  one,  and  put  arms  in  every  hand?  And  how 
ed  in  this  land  against  barbarous  men,  ferocious  long  must  we  traverse  three  thousand  miles  pf  a 
beasts,  and  an  inclement  sky.  And  if  ao  many  and  stormy  sea,  to  go  and  aolicit  of  arrogant  and  inso« 
di^tingtiished  praises  have  always  been  lavished: lent  men  either  councils  or  commands  to  regulate 
upon  the  i?enerous  defenders  of  Greek  and  of  Ro-  our  domestic  affairsf  Does  it  not  become  a  greats 
man  liberty,  what  will  be  said  of  ua  who  defend  a 'rich,  and  powerful  nation,  aa  we  are,  to  look  at 
liberty  which  is  founded  not  upon  the  capricious  Ihonae,  and  not  abroad,  for  the  government  of  its 
will  of  an  unstable  oiultitude,  but  upon  immutable !  own  concerns?  And  bow  can  a  ministry  of  stran« 
statutea  and  tutelary  laws;  not  that  which  waa  the  gers  judge,  with  any  discernment,  of  our  interests, 
exclusive  privilege  of  a  few  pitriciana,  but  that  i  when  they  know  not,  and  when  it  little  imports 
which  is  the  property  of  all;  not  that  wliich  was  them  to  know,  what  is  good  for  us,  and  what  Is  not? 


stained  by  iniquitous  ostracisms,  or  the  horrible 
decimation  of  armies,  but  toat  which  is  pure,  tem- 
perate and  erentle,  and  confirmed  to  the  civiliza 
tion  of  the  present  age.  Why  then  do  we  longer 
procrastinate,  and  wherefore  are  these  delays?  Let 
us  complete  the  enterprize  already  so  well  com- 
menced; and  «ince  our  union  with  England  can  no 
longer  consist  with  that  liberty  and  peace  which  are 
our  chief  delight,  let  us  dissolve  these  fatal  tiea, 
and  conquer  forever  that  good  which  we  already 
enjoy;  an  entire  and  absolute  independence. 

''But  ought  I  not  to  begin  by  observing,  that  if 
we  have  reached  that  violent  extremli^,  beyond 
which  nothing  can  any  longer  exist  between  Ameri- 
ea  and  England,  but  either  such  war  or  such  peace 
MM  are  made  b-Hween  foreign  nations,  this  can  only 
be  imputed  to  the  insatiable  cupidity,  the  tyranni- 
cal proceedings,  and  the  outrages,  for  ten  years  re- 
iterated, of  the  British  ministers  What  have  we 
not  done  to  restore  peace,  to  re-establish  harmony' 
Who  has  not  heard  our  prayers,  and  who  is  igno- 
rant of  our  supplications?  They  have  wearied  the 
universe.  England  alone  was  deaf  to  our  complaints. 


The  past  injustice  of  the  British  ministers  should 
warn  us  against  the  future,  if  they  should  ever 
seize  us  again  in  their  cruel  clawa.  Since  it  has 
pleased  our  barbarous  enemies  Co  place  before  ui^ 
the  alternative  of  slavery  or  of  independencca 
where  is  the  generous  minded  man  and  the  lover 
of  his  country  who  ean  hesitate  to  choose?  With 
these  perfidious  men  no  promise  is  secure,  ne 
pledges  sacred.  Let  us  suppose,  which  heaves 
avert,  that  we  are  conquered;  let  us  suppose  aa 
accommodation.  What  aasurance  have  we  of  the 
British  moderation  in  victory,  or  good  faith  in  trea« 
ty?  Is  it  their  having  enlisted  and  let  loose  against 
us  the  |ferociou8  Indians,  and  the  merciless  sol<' 
diers  of  Germany?  la  it  that  faith,  ao  often  pledged 
and  so  often  violated  in  the  course  of  t}>e  present 
contest;  this  British  faith,  which  is  reputed  more 
false  than  Punic?  We  ought  rather  to  expect,  that 
when  we  shall  have  fnUen  nAed  and  unarmed  into 
their  hands,  they  will  wreak  upon  us  their  fur>  and 
their  vengeance;  they  will  load  us  with  heavier 
chains,  in  order  to  deprive  us  not  only  of  the  pow« 
er,  but  even  of  the  hope  of  again  recovering  our 


and  wanted  that  compassion  towards  us  which  wei  liberty.    But  I  am  willing  to  admit,  although  it  is 
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«  thing  without  extmplf,  that  the  Drilith  goTcrn- 
ment  vill  forget  past  ofiences  and  perform  its 
promiFes;  can  we  imagine,  that,  after  so  long  dis- 
sentions,  after  so  many  outrages,  so  many  com- 
bats, and  so  much  bloodshed,  our  reconciliation 
could  be  durable,  and  that  every  day,  in  the  midst 
of  so  much  hatred  and  rancour,  would  not  afford 
some  fresh  subject  of  animosity'  The  two  nations 
are  already  seperated  in  interest  and  affections;  the 


glorioBS  a  destiny.  There  are  some  who  seen  «« 
dread  the  effects  of  this  resolution.  But  will  Eag* 
land,  or  can  she,  manifest  agunst  oa  greater  ri- 
gour and  rage  than  she  has  afaready  displayed?  She 
deems  remittance  against  eppression  no  leas  rebel- 
lioathan  independence  itself.  And  where  are  those 
formidable  troops  that  are  to  subdue  the  Americans? 
What  the  English  could  not  do,  can  it  bedoneby  Ger> 
I  mans?  Are  they  more  brave  or  better  disciplined? 
is  conscious  of  its  ancient  strengh,  the  other' The  number  of  our  enemies  is  increased;  but  our 
lias  become  acquainted  with  its  newly  exerted  i  own  is  not  diminished,  and  the  battles  we  have' ris- 
force;  the  one  desires  to  rule  in  an  arbitary  manner,;  tained  have  given  us  the  pratice  of  anna  and  the  ez- 
the  other  will  not  obey  even  if  allowed  its  privil-'  perienceof  war.  Who  doubts  then  that  a  declaration 
eges.  Ib  such  a  state  of  things,  what  peace,  what,  of  independence  will  procure  us  allies?  All  nations 
concord,  can  be  expected.  The  Americans  may  |  are  desirous  of  procuring,  by  commerce,  the  pro- 
become  faithful  friends  to  the  English,  but  subjects, ,  duction  of  our  exuberant  soil;  they  will  visit  our 
never.  And  even  though  union  could  be  restored  ports  hitherto  closed  by  the  monopoly  of  ins^tia- 
withour  rancou',  it  could  not  without  danger. —  ^  ble  England.  They  are  no  less  eager  to  contem- 
The  wealth  and  power  of  Great  Britain  should  in-  plate  the  reduction  of  her  bated  power;  they  all 
spire  prudent  men  with  fears  for  the  future.  Hav-  loathe  her  barbarous  dominion;  their  succours  will 
ing  reached  such  a  height  of  grandeur  that  she  has  |  evince  to  our  brave  countrymen  the  gratitude  they 
DO  longer  any  thing  to  dread  from  foreign  powers, :  bear  them  for  having  been  the  first  to  shake  the  fbuo- 
in  the  security  of  peace  the  spirit  of  her  people  j  dation  of  this  Colossus.  Foreign  pRnces  wait  only 
will  decay,  manners  will  be  corrupted,  her  youth,  for  the  extinction  of  all  hazard  of  reconciliation  to 
will  grow  up  in  the  midst  of  vice,  and  in  this  state,  throw  off  their  present  reserve.  If  this  measure 
of  degeneration,  England  will  become  the  prey  of  a  is  useful,  it  is  no  less  becoming  our  dignity.  Ame- 
foreign  enemy,  or  an  ambitious  citizen.  If  we  re-,  rica  has  arrived  at  a  degree  of  power  which  asiigns 
main  united  with  her,  we  shall  partake  ef  her  cor-;  her  a  place  among  independent  nations;  we  are  net 
ruptions  and  misfortunes,  the  more  to  be  dreaded  |  less  entitled  to  it  than  the  English  themselves.    If 

I 

as  they  will  be  irreparable;  seperated  from  her,  on  they  have  wealth,  so  also  have  we;  if  they  are  brave, 
the  contrary,  as  we  are,  we  should  neither  have  to'  so  are  we;  if  they  are  more  numerous,  our  popula- 
fear -the  seductions  of  peace  nor  the  dangers  ofition,  through  the  incredible  fruitfulness  of  our 
war.  Ry  a  declaration  of  our  freedom,  the  perils  xhaste  wives,  will  soon  equal  theirs;  if  they  have 
would  not  be  increased;  hut  we  should  add  to  the  j  men  of  renown  as  well  in  peace  as  in  war,  we  like- 
ardour  of  our  defenders,  and  to  the  splendour  of;  wise  have  such;  political  revolutions  usually  pro- 
victory-  I^et  us  then  take  a  firm  step  and  escape  duce  great,  hrave,  and  generous  spirits.  From  what 
from  tills  labyrinth;  we  have  assumed  the  sovereign  we  have  already  achieved  in  these  painful  begin- 
power,  and  dare  not  confess  it,  we  disobey  a  king,  nings,  it  is  easy  to  presume  what  we  sbairbesr- 
and  acknowledge  ourselves  his  subjects;  wage  war!afteraccomplish,for  experience  is  the  source  of  sage 
against  a  people^  on  whom  we  incessantly  protest 'counsels,  and  liberty  is  the  mother  of  great  men. 
our  desire  to  depend.  What  is  the  conscqu^cc  of  j  Have  you  not  seen  the  enemy  driven  from  Lexing- 
so  many  inconsistencies?  Hesitation  paralyzes  all  i  ton  by  thirty  thousand  citizens  armed  and  assem- 
our  measures;  the  way  we  ought  to  pursue  is  not  i  bled  in  one  day?  Already  their  most  celebrated 
marked  out;  our  generals  are  neither  respected  nor  I  generals  have  yielded  in  liostonto  the  skill  of  ours* 
obeyed;  our  soldiers  have  neither  confidence  nor  already  their  seamen,  repulsed  from  our  coasts, 
zeal;  feeble  at  home,  and  little  considered  abroad,  wander  over  the  ocean,  where  they  are  the  sport  of 
foreign  princes  can  neither  esteem  nor  succour  so  tempest,  and  the  prey  of  famine.     Let  us  hail  the 


timid  and  wavering  a  people.  But  independence 
once  proclaimed,  and  our  object  avowed,  more  man- 
ly and  decided  measures  will  be  adopted,  all  minds 
will  be  fired  by  the  greatness  of  the  enterprize, 
the  civil  magislrntes  will  be  inspired  with  new  zeal, 
the  gentr*ils  with  fresh  ardour,  and  the  citizens 
with  greater  constancy,  to  atuin  so  high  and  so 


favorable  omen,  and  fight,  not  for  thesakeofknor. 
ing  on  what  terms  we  are  to  be  the  slaves  of  Eng- 
land, but  to  secure  to  ourselves  a  free  existence,  to 
found  a  just  and  independent  government.  Anima* 
ted  by  liberty,  the  Greeks  repulsed  the  innumers- 
ble  army  of  Persians;  sustained  by  the  love  of  in- 
dependence, the  Swiss  and  the  Dutch  humbled  (be 
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power  of  Auftria  bj  memortble  defeati^  and  ccm 
quered  a  rank  among  nations.  But  the  ami  of 
America  also  ahines  upon  the  beadiofthe  braves 
the  point  of  our  weapons  is  no  less  formidable  tban 
tbtira;  here  also  the  same  ur^ion  prevails,  the  same 
contempt  of  dangera  and  of  death  in  asserting  the 
cause  of  country. 

**Why  then  do  we  longer  delay,  why  still  delib- 
erate? Let  this  most  happy  day  give  birth  to  the 
American  republic  Let  her  arise,  not  to  devas- 
tate and  ^onquer,  but  to  re-establish  the  reign  of 
peace  and  of  the  laws.  Tbe  eyes  of  Europe  are 
fixed  upon  ut!  she  demands  of  us  a  living  example 
of  freedom,  that  may  contrast,  by  the  felicity  of 
the  citiiens,  with  the  ever  increasing  tyranny  which 
desolates  her  polluted  shores.  She  invites  us  to 
prepare  an  asylum  where  the  unhappy  may  find  so- 
lace, and  the  persecuted,  repose. '  She  intreats  us 
to  cultivate  a  propitious  soil,  where  that  generous 
plan:,  which  finl  sprung  up  and  grew  in  England, 
but  is  now  withered  by  the  poisonous  blasts  of 
Scottish  tyranny,  may  revive  and  flourish,  shelter- 
ing under  its  salubrious  and  interminable  shade  all 
the  unfortunate  of  the  human  race.  This  is  the 
end  presaged  by  so  many  omens,  by  our  firat  vic- 
tories, by  the  present  ardour  and  union,  by  the 
flight  of  Howe,  and  the  pestilence  which  broke  out 
among&t  Dunmore*s  people,  by  the  very  winds 
which  baffled  th«-  enemy's  fleets  and  transports,  and 
that  terrible  tempest  which  ingulfed  seven  hundred 
vessels  upon  the  coast  of  Newfoundland.  If  we 
are  not  this  day  wanting  in  our  duty  to  country, 
tbe  names  of  the  American  legislatoro  will  be  pla- 
^ced,  by  posterity,  at  the  side  of  those  of  Theseus,  of 
Lycurgus,  of  Romulus,  of  Numa,  of  the  three  Wil« 
liams  of  Nassau,  and  of  all  those  w&)se  memory  has 
been,  and  will  be,  forever  dear  to  virtuous  men  and 
good  citizens." 

Lee  had  scarcely  ceased  speaking,  when  no  dubi- 
ous  signs  of  approbation  were  manifested  on  all 
parts.  But  the  deputies  of  Pennsylvania  and  Mary* 
land  not  being  present,  and  the  congress  desirous, 
by|»ome  delay,  to  evidence  the  maturity  of  their  de- 
liberations, adjourned  the  futher  consideration  of 
the  subject  to  the  firat  of  July.  Meanwhile  the 
patriots  babored  atrenuously  to  induce  the  two  db- 
senting  provinces  also  to  decide  for  independence. 
They  employed  the  most  earnest  penuaaions,  to 
which  they  added  also  threats,  intimating  that  not 
only  would  the  other  colonies  exclude  them  from 
the  confederation,  but  that  they  would  immediately 
treat  them  as  enemies.  The  provincial  assem'ily  of 
Pennsylvania  remained  inflexible.  At  length,  the 
inhabitafKs  of  Pennsylvania  formed  a  convention. 


in  which  tb«  dcbatea  and  dispmtes  upon  the  quci- 
tion  of  independence  were  many  and  vehement. 

John  DickintoQ*  one  of  the  deputies  of  the  pro- 
vince to  tbe  general  congreasi  a  man  of  prompt 
genius,  of  extensive  influence,  and  one  of  the  most 
lealoua  partixans  of  American  liberty,  restricted 
however  to  the  condition  of  uition  with  England* 
harangoed,  it  ia  aaid,  in  the  following  manner 
against  independence:  • 

*«It  too  often  happens,  fellow  eitixens,  that  aeo^ . 
heated  by  the  spirit  of  party,  give  more  importanjljj^ 
in  their  discouraes,  to  the  surfaci^  and  appearance  of 
objects,  than  either  to  reaaon  or  juatiee;  thus  enn- 
cing  that  their  um  is  not  to  appaase  tumults,  but  to 
excite  them;  not  to  repress  the  passions,  but  to  in- 
flame thf  m,  not  to  compose  ferocious  discords,  but 
to  exasperate  and  imbitter  them  more  and  more. 
They  aspire  but  to  please  the  powerfiil,  to  gratify 
their  own  ambition,  to  flatter  theoaprices  of  the  mul- 
titude, in  order  to  captivate  their  favour.    Accord- 
ingly in  popular  commotions,  the  party  of  wisdom 
and  of  equity  is  commonly  found  in  the  minority;  and, 
perhaps,  it  would  be  safer,  in  difficult  circumstances^ 
to  consult  the  smaller  instead  of  ^e  greater  number. 
Upon  this  principle  I  invite  the  attention  of  those 
who  hear  me,  since  my  opinion  may  differ  from  that 
of  the  majority;  but  I  dare  believe  it  will  be  abared 
by  all  impartial  and  moderate  eitixens,  who  con- 
demn this  tumultuous  proceeding,  this  attempt  to 
coerce  our  opinions,  and  to  drag  us,  with  so  much 
precipitation  to  the  moat  serious  and  important  of 
decbions.    But^  coming  to  the  subject  in  contro- 
versy, I  affirm,  that  prudent  men  do  not  abandon  ob- 
jecta  which  are  certain,  to  go  in  punuit  of  thoae 
which  offer  only  uncertainty.    Now,  it  ia  an  eatab- 
lished  fact,  that  America  can  be  well  and  happily 
governed  by  the  English  laws,  under  the  same  king 
and  the  same  parliament.    Two  hundred  yean  of 
happiness  furnish  the  proof  of  h;  and  we  find  it 
also  in  the  preaent  prosperity,  which  is  the  result  of 
these  venerable  laws  and  of  this  aocient  union.  It  is 
not  as  independent^  but  as  subjects;  not  aa  republic, 
but  as  monarchy,  that  we  have  arrived  at  thia  de- 
gree of  power  and  of  greatness. 

**What  then  is  the  object  of  these  chimeraa,  hatch- 
ed in  the  daya  of  discord  and  of  war?  Shall  the 
transports  of  fury  have  more  power  over  us  than  the 
experience  of  ages?  Shall  we  destroy,  in  an  mo- 
ment of  anger,  the  work  cemented  and  tested  by 
time? 

**1  know  the  name  of  liberty  is  dear  to  each  one 
of  US;  but  have|we  not  enjoyed  liberty  even  under 
the  English  monarchy?  Shall  we  this  day  renounce 
that  to  go  and  seek  it  in  1  know  not  what  form  of 


'/* 
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di  wlU  Mon  ebmge  'mta  a  liecntioui 
nvoby  md  piipuhr  tyrinny?  Tn  the  btiuan  body 
ttt  bcmd  oaly  MutiiM  and  gorwiM  all  ihc  omrb'T' , 
diKcting  tkni,  with  adminblr  tnmiony,  to  thp 
M»e  •bjeet,  whtoh  is  •eir-pteKmtkm  and  havpi 
BMD  M  the  haad  oT  the  body  politio,  that  ii  the 
king,  ID  concert  with  the  parliftnt,  cm  atone 
■aintain  the  vaion  of  thk  ■embna  of  tfaii  empire, 
latdy  eo  flouriahi^,  and  prereot  civil  w*r  by  obvi- 
[  Bting  all  the  evili  prodaced  by  Tariety  of  "tiiniuna 
:flBd  dircnity  of  interrati.  And  ao  Brm  in  mt 
pcnoaaicNi  of  thii,tbBtIfiillr  believe  the  OUMI  rni'1 
war  which  Qreat  Britain  eonM  nuke  tipon  ua,  vould 
'  he  that  or  not  vtkinit  anji  and  that  the  aurpni 
Beam  oTbrinfiiiK  ua  back  to  her  obedienee,  wnuli 
ke  that  of  enplogriiig  aone.  Fur  the  dread- of  thi 
'  EiiKliah  ■m*  once  laoiOTed,  profineei  would  nai 
ap  a^init  pniviMiea,  and  oitiea  agaioat  ciIicg;  int 
iWe  ahmU  be  aeen  to  torn  afainil  onraelm  ihi 
•raa  we  hare  teken  ap  la  combat  the  eoman 


to  retort  to  the  tutelary  autboritj  which  we  ahovld 
kave  raibly  abjwad,  and  if  it  contented  to  receive 
M  a^in  under  iti  egit,  it  would  be  no  longer  aa' 
free  eitiseni,  but  aa  alaret.  Still  ineiperieneed, 
and  bi  our  Infancy,  what  proof  have  ve  gireo  of  our 
■Ulity  to  walk  without  a  guidef  none,  and,  if  we 
jud^thefutureby  the  peat,  we  noat  conctnd*  that 
vat  concard  will  continue  aa  loog  aa  the  danger, 
and  no  longer. 

■^Tea  when  the  powerrul  hand  of  England  aup. 
ported  UB,  for  the  paltry  rootivei  orterritorial  limita 
and  diitant  JuriidicUons,  hare  we  not  abandoned 
onnelrea  to  ditcordi,  and  tometimea  even  to  vio' 
leuccf  And  what  must  we  not  expect  now  that 
■oinda  are  heated,  ambitioni  rouied,  and  arrai  in 
Ihehandiofulif 

"If,  therefore^  our  anion  with  England  ofTen  ua 
ao  many  advantages  fur  the  mainlenance  at  internal 
peace,  it  i*  no  ieta  necesaar]'  to  procure  ui,  with  fo- 
reign powers,  that  condesceniion  and  respect  which 
'  it  ao  euential  1o  the  prosperity  of  our  commerce, 
to  the  enjoyment  of  any  coniideratioa,  and  to  the 
■ccoiopliBfameDt  of  any  eaterprize.  Hitherto,  in 
our  intercoune  with  the  diflerent  nationi  of  the 
world,  Englandhatlcnt  UI  theiupport  of  hername 
and  of  her  ami:  we  have  presented  ourtelvei  in  all 
the  porta  aud  in  all  the  cities  of  the  globe,  not  at 
Americans,  a  people  scarcely  heard  of,  but  at  Eng- 
litbi  ander  the  shadow  of  this  respected  name, 
every  pert  wst  open  to  us,  every  wt)  wu  smooth, 
•very  demand  waa  heard  with  favor,    from  the 


thing  will  aaanme  ■  eoMrary  direction.  TbcnatiiH 
will  ancmtow  ttwtrivea  to  look  npon  ua  wiik  dia. 
dain;  even  the  ^ratet  of  Aftie*  and  Earths  waifsl 
iiT»n  our  veiadt,  will  mattaere  our  aewmeii,  orlcai 
'them  into  a  emet  and  pccpetuat  alaTerjr. 

"There  la  m  the  hnman  ipecirt,  often  ao  mtaqA- 
cable  in  tlftia  affecttaaa.  a  manifeat  peopewaity  la 
oppreia  the  fbeble  aa  well  aa  to  flatter  the  poweih 
fit).  Pear  alw^a  carriea  it  againat  rraacn,  pHdt 
m&att  ■aderation,  and  cruelty  ^ainat  eirieaty. 
"Indepndenee,  I  am  aware,  baa  attractioaa  fa 
all  mankinili  but  [  maintain,  that.  In  the  prtaeal 
'  quBlrel,  Ac  fricnda  of  independence  arc  the  pra- 
;BWtera  df  elavery,  and  that  those  who  deaire  tote- 
I  parate  ua.  would  hut  render  as  norc  depenileni.  It 
I  independence  aMana  the  right  orcowimaiiding,  aad 
I  not  the  necesaitj  of  ,obcyiiv,  aad  if  being  dep«» 
dent  ii  In  obey,  and  not  to^aomaiaiML  IF,  ia  ra- 
I  dering  ounelvca  independent  of  Eng)apr<.  aiippM- 
'  ing,  however,  that  we  ahowid  be  able  to  effect  i^ 
we  miffht  be  so,  at  the  tame  time,  of  all  oibrr  m- 
tions,  I  shanld  applaud  the  projeetj  but  (o  cbin|[8 
the  condition  of  Engllth  eubjeett  for  that  of  tlavtt 
to  the  whole  world,  ia  a  step  thai  could  only  be 
counselled  by  inaanity.  Ifyou  weaU  reduce- your* 
aelvet  to  the  neecaaiiy  ofi^eyiag,  in  all  Ikinga,  tb« 
maodatct  af  tuprrcilious  France,  wko  ia  now  kiad* 
Uag  fire  nnderoar  fret,  declare  vouraelveaindepea- 
dent.  ir,  to  British  liberty,  you  prefer  the  liberty  of 
Holland,  of  Venice,  of  Genoa,  or  of  RaguM,  declira 
yourselves  tndepmilent.  But,  if  we  would  not 
chingc  the  si^ificaiion  of  words,  let  us  preterve 
and  carefully  maintain  this  dependence,  which  hat 
been,  down  to  this  verj'  hour,  the  principle  and 
sourceof  our  prosperity,  of  our  liberty,  of  our  real 
independence, 

"But  here  I  am  interrupted,  and  told  that  no  one 
questions  the  advantage*  which  America  derived  at 
first  ftom  her  conjunction  with  England;  bat  that 
the  new  pretentiont  of  the  miniaters  have  changed 
all,  have  aubverted  aU.  If  I  should  deny,  that,  for 
the  last  twelve  years,  the  English  government  has 
^ven  the  most  htal  directioa  to  the  aifairt  ol  the 
colonies,  and  that  ita  measurei  towtrda  ua  savor  of 
tyranny,  I  should  deny  not  only  what  it  the  laani- 
Test  truth,  but  even  what  I  hive  ao  often  advanced 
and  supported.  Bat  ia  there  any  doubt  that  >t  at* 
ready  feels  a  secret  repmlancef  These  arms,  these 
soldiers,  it  prepares  against  us,  are  not  deaifsned  to 
establisb  tyranny  upon  our  shores,  but  to  vanquish 
our  obslinacy,  and  to  compel  us  to  subscribe  lo 
Gonditiona  of  accommodaiion.  In  tain  it  it  aaiertel 
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tl'.iit  the  ministry  will  employ  all  roeaiw  to  make 
themsclvet  quite  sure  of  us,  in  order  to  exercise 
upon  as,  with  impunity,  til  the  ri{(orof  their  powers 
ffbr  to  pretend  to  reduce  us  to  nn  absolute  impossi 
\  bility  of  resistance,  in  cases  of  oppression,  wouH  be, 
on  their  part,  a  chimerical  p^>ject.  The  distance 
of  the  leat  of  gevernment,  the  vast  extent  of  inter- 


tories,  they  will  invade  our  fisheries  and  obstruct 
our  navigation,  they  will  attempt  our  liberty  and 
our  pr'iT  leges.  We  shall  learn  too  late  what  it  costi 
to  trust  to  those  European  flatteries,  and  to  plana 
that  confidence  in  ifiveterate  enemies  which  hat 
been  withdrawn  from  long  tried  friends. 

'<There  are  many  periions  who,  to  gain  their  ends^ 


▼ening  teas,  Uie  continual  Increase  of  our  popula-;„^^,  ^^^  advMntagfs  of  a  republic  over  monarchy. 
tion,  our  warlike  spirii,  our  experience  in  arms,  the  ,  ^j„  ^^^  j^^^^  undertake  to  examine  which  of  these 


lekes»  the  rivers,  the  forests,  the  defiles  which 


two  forms  of  government  merits  the  preference.    I 


abound  in  our  territory,  are  our  pledgea  that  Eng.  ^^^^^  however,  that  the  English  nation,  after  bar. 
Und  will  always  prefer  to  found  her  power  upon ;  .„^  ^^j^  ^,^^  ^^^^^  ^^  „^^^^  ^^^^ ^  ^p^^^  ^^^^p^ 

moderation  and  liberty,  rather  than  upon  rigour -j^  monarchy.  1  know,  also,  that  in  popuUr  repub- 
and  oppression.  An  uninterrupted  succession  of  jj^^  themsi^lves,  so  necessury  i^  monarchy  to  cement 
victoriesandoftriumphs  could  aloneconstrain  Eng.  ^^^^  ^^^j^^^^  j^  ^^^  j,^^„  requisite  to  institute 
Und  to  acknowledge  American  independence;  ^^n^^hj^.i  po^,„,  more  or  less  extensive,  under 
which,  whether  we  can  expect,  whoever  knows  the  ^^^  „^^^,  ^^  ^^^^,^,^  ^^  ^^^^,^  ^^  ^^^^,^  ^^  ^„. 

insubiUty  of  fortune  can  easily  judge.  falonien.  and  finally  of  king,.    Nor  should  I  here 

"If  we  have  combated  successful ;y  at  Uxington  ^^j^  ^„  observation,  the  truth  of  which  appears  to 
and  at  Boston,  Quebec  and  all  Canada  have  w.tnea-  „e  mcontestable:  the  English  constitution  seems  to 
•  aed  our  reverses.  Every  one  sees  the  necesMty  of  ^^  ^^^  ^^-^  ^P,,^^  experience  of  all  anterior  timet 
opposing  the  extraordinary  pretensions  of  the  min  j^  ^^j^^  monarchy  is  so  tempered,  that  the  monarch 
Uterst  but  does  ev.ry  body  see  also  that  of  fight-  ^^^^  j^j^^^j^  checked  in  his  efforts  to  seize  abso. 
jDg  for  independence  r  j^^^  p^^^^.  ^„  j  ^^  authority  of  the  people  is  so  re- 

-It  is  to  be  feared,  that,  by  changing  the  object  of  ^ji^^ed,  that  anarchy  is  not  to  be  feared.  Bui  for 
the  war,  the  ppewnt  harmony  will  be  interrupted,  „,  j^  j,  ^  ^e  apprehended,  that  when  the  counter- 
tha  the  ardour  of  the  people  will  be  chilled  by  ap.  p^„^  ^^  monarchy  shall  no  U>nger  exist,  the  demo- 
prrhenkions  for  their  new  situation.  By  suhstitu- '  „^j^  p^^^^  „,y  ^^^^  ^H  before  it,  and  involve 
Ung  a  total  dismemberment  to  the  revocation  of  the  I  ^j^^  ^j,^,^  .^^^^  j„  ^onTuiion  and  ruin.  Then  an  am- 
laws  we  complain  of,  we  should  fully  justify  thcjbiiiou.  citiien  may  arise,  seixe  the  reins  of  power, 
aainUtert,  we  should  merit  the  infamous  name  of:  ^^  annihilate  liberty  forever,  for  such  is  Uie  ordi- 


rebelfl,  and  all  the  British  nation  would  arm,  with 
an  unanimous  impulse,  against  those  who,  from  op- 
pressed and  complaining  subjects,  should  have  be- 
come all  at  once  irreconcilable  enemies.  The  Eng- 
lish cherish  the  liberty  we  defend;  Uiey  respect  the 
dignity  of  our  cause;  but  they  will  blame,  they  will 
detest,  our  recourse  to  independence,  and  will 
unite  with  one  consent  to  combat  ua« 

"The  propagators  of  the  new  doctrine  are  pleat 
•d  to  aasure  us,  that,  out  of  jealously  towards  Eng- 
land, foreign  sovereigns  will  lavish  their  succours  up- 
eaua,at  if  these  sovereigns  could  sincere  by  applaud 
rebelliooi  as  if  they  bad  not  colonies,  even  here  in 
America,  ia  which  it  is  important  for  them  to  main- 
tain obedience  and  tranquillity.  Let  us  suppose, 
however,  that  jealousy,  ambition  or  vengeance, 
should  triumph  over  the  fear  of  insurrections;  do 
you  think  these  princes  will  not  make  you  pay  dear 
for  the  as«iitanee  with  which  they  flatter  you?  Who 
has  Dot  learnt,  to  his  cost,  the  perfidy  and  the  cu- 
pidity of  Europeans?  They  will  disguise  the  r 
avarice  under  pompous  words;  under  the  most  be- 
9if  Qleot  pretexu  they  will  despoil  qs  ef  our  terri- 


nary  career  of  ill-balanced  democracies,  they  foil 
into  anarchy,  and  thence  under  despotism. 

**Such  are  the  opinions  which  might  have  been 
offered  you  with  more  eloquence,  but  assuredly  not 
with  more  zeal  or  sincerity.  May  heaven  grant  that 
auch  sinister  forebodings  be  not  one  day  accomplish- 
ed! May  it  not  permit  that,  in  this  solemn  con* 
course  of  the  friends  of  country,  the  impassioned 
language  of  presumptuous  and  ardent  men  ahould 
have  more  influence  than  the  pacific  exhortations 
of  good  and  sober  citizens;  prudence  and  modrrat- 
tion  found  and  preserve  empires,  temerity  and  pre- 
sumption occasion  their  downffilL" 

The  discourse  of  Dickinson  was  heard  with  at- 
tention; but  the  current  flowed  irrebisi.bly  strong 
in  a  contrary  direction,  and  fear  acting  upon  lOMuy 
more  powerfully  even  than  their  opin'on,  the  ma- 
jority pronounced  in  favor  of  .ndependence.  The 
deputies  of  Pennsylvania  were  accordingly  author- 
ized to  return  to  congress,  and  to  consent  titut  the 
confederate  colonies  should  declaie  iheni^tUes  tree 
and  independent  sutes. 
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